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Michel  lepelletier  de  saint 

FARGEAUi 


THE  family  of  Lq>elletier  was  originally  of  Maiis^  mu^if^ 
where  records  of  its  eftablifhment  were  pre- 
lerved  as  far  back  as  the  year  1508.    His  father  was 
St  judge,  and  filled  that  oiEce  with  remarkable  feve- 
rity. 

The  fubjed  of  thefe  memoirs  was  bred  to  the  pro*  Birth  and 
£d!ion  of  the  law,  and  attained  the  in^>ortant  and  profefflon. 
honorable  office  of  prefident  a  Mortier^  in  the  par- 
liament of  Paris*** 

Before  the  rerolution,  Lepelletier  was  rertiarkably  ConduA 
unobtruiive ;  he  forbore  interfering  in  the  difputes  Pj^^'o"«to< 
between  his  body  and  the  crown  **;  would  not  aflume  luiipn^ " 
titles  of  nobility,  though  he  poffeffed  feveral  comities 
and  marquifates  in  his  own  right "";  and  principally 
employed  himfelf  in  the  improvement  of  the  very 
large  property  he  derived  from  his  father*   Hi^  great 
w^th  procured  him  the  reputation  of  being  proud 
and  avaricious, c  and  his  making  fo  unimpottant  a 
figure  with  fo^many  advantages,  gave  rife  to  an 
opinion  very  derogatory  to  his  talents  **.  He  was^  how- 
ever, a  member  of  the  fociety  des  Amis  des  Noirsy  and 

*  DiAioniMire  d«  la  Nobleile.    Conjaration  de  d*0rkafkt^  vo).  iil^ 

-  ^  ApoJogie  det  Pro]ett>  &c«  p.  iitf. 
«  Impartial  Hiftory,  toI.  i.  p.  34.7« 

'  Madame Jloland  caHt  him  «a  poor  rich  man,**  hoamtfiiUett  rUy. 
AppcJ.  Tol.  ii.  p.  71*  But  the  author  of  the^l^<i^M  dts  Frtjett,  8c^. 
mho  it  not  to  be  fufpef^ed  of  partiality  towards  Lepelletier,  allows  him 
to  haTe  poflcfled  wit,  learningt  aod  Tjgor  of  intdUtt^  p.  aso, 
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confidered  of  importance  fufficient  to  be  one  of  the 
regulating  committee  % 
tnthecon.      He  was  a  member  of  the  conftituent  aflfembly, 
iffiwnW  .   ^^^^^  ^^^  eloquence  procured  him  no  admiration,  but 
^'  from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  he  attached 
himfelf  to  Orleans,  and  never  deferted  his  party.  ^  In 
this  he  was  influenced  by  the  timidity  of  avarice,  and 
the  defire  of  increafing  his  ftore ;  he  was  perfuaded 
that  nothing  but  the  iriendfhip  of  the  predominating 
party  could  refcue  him  from  profcription,  and  was 
amufed  with  expe^ations,  which  applied  to  his  pre- 
vailing and  infadable  paffion,  and  produced  a  firm 
adherence  to  men,  from  whofe  conduct  the  purity 
4ihAuguft  of  his  mind  might  have  fed  him  to  revolt  ^    He  was 
'7'5-       prefident  of  theaflemblyatthatfemous  fitting  when 
an  inconfiderate  emulation  led  the  nobility  and  clergy 
to  facrifice  all  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  fpoke 
19th  June  with  fome  effeft  on  me  queftidn  concerning  the  aboli- 
*79*'-       tion  of  titles'. 

Forms  the  His  principal  labor  was  the  formation  of  the  penat 
penal  code.  ^^  jg  j^^  ^^  jj^^  coxiftittition,  which  gave  rife  to  many 
debates.  His  mind  was  by  nature  difpofed  to  mercy 
and  gentlenefs,  and  though  the  graitmg  of  modem 
philofophy  on  a  ftudoit  of  the  old  jurifprudence, 
fometimes  produced  a  grotefque,  fometimes  an  im-> 
moral  cflfeft ;  yet  2II  his  notions  were  derived  from 
laudable  fources,  and  many  of  them  had  an  appear- 
ance of  reftitude  and  propriety.  He  was,  at  firft, 
for  aboliihing  pains  of  death,  confining  the  punifh- 
ment  of  crimes  to  civic  d^nidation,  public  expofure, 
foliiary  imprifonment,  chains,  or  hard  labor,  accord- 
ing to  the  nu^tude  of  the  ofience.  This  innova- 
tion was  too  great  for  him  to  carry,  but  he  fucceeded 
in  obtaining  a  fuppreffion  of  all  tortures  or  fuper- 
added  punifhments,  or,  to  ufe  his  own  phrafe,  ^^  re« 

*  Memoire  do  Jacobinifme^  par  Barn>el>  vol.  iu  p.  447* 
'  Conjuration  de  d*0rleant|  Tol.  i.  p.  295.    ApoJogie^  &c«  ubi 
fdpm. 
fi  Impartial  HiAtrj,  vol.  i.  p.  iS|.  347*  Debates. 
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^*  ducedthe  fentence  of  death,  to  theprivation  of  life.** 
In  other  parts  of  his  code  he  betrayed  great  want  of 
judgment,  and  fliewed  himfelf  completely  bewildered 
in  the  labyrinths  of  pretended  philofophy.  He  at- 
tempted, with  a  correftnefs  truly  ridiculous,  to  fix 
the  proportions  of  punifliment  to  be  inflifted  on  an 
unnatural  fon,  who  maimed  his  parent,  fo  as  to  make 
the  extent  of  the  penalty,  exaftly  commenfurate  to 
the  nature  of  the  injury.  He  endeavoured  to  obtain 
for  malefadors  a  penod  of  three  days  to  appeal 
againft  their  fentence,  or  move  in  arreft  of  judgment; 
be  aboliihed  whipping  and  branding  of  criminals, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  gave  to  primary  aflemblies 
an  undefined  power  of  corredlional  punifhment,  and 
inflided  four  years  imprifonment  on  the  perfon  who 
ihould  ffarike  a  public  fim^Uonary.  He  was  the  parent 
of  two  monfters  in  the  jurifprudential  fyftem,  which 
fruftrated  all  the  humanity  of  his  intentions ;  namely, 
that  juries  fhould  decide  on  the  law,  the  fa£t,  and  the 
intention  of  the  pardes,  and  ihould  apply  the  punifli- 
ment; and  that  the  crown  ihould  be  deprived  of 
the  power  of  pardoning.  He  was  the  firft  who  in-  a6th  juoe 
troduced  the  praftice  of  the  prefident  putting  on  his  »79o- 
bat  in  cafes  of  tumult  which  his  authority  was  in- 
fiifficient  to  reftrain  **. 

From  the  diffolution  of  the  conftituent  alTembly,  ^"^J^'"^"*^ 
he  remained  in  obfcurity;  he  made  no  figure  at 'hcieglf.*^ 
the  Jacobin  club,  and  I  find  no  trace  of  him  in  any  lativcif- 
pubHc  tranfaftion,  except  an  addrefe,  which,  as  pre-  ^^^^^ 'Jc- 
iident  of  the  department  of  Yonne,  he  prefented  to  cember 
the  legiflative  aiTembly,  on  the  fubje£l  of  the  war,  »79«« 
and  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  procured 
him  the  honors  of  the  fitting  ^         / 

He  was  returned  to  the  national  convention  for  Member pf 
the  department  of  Yonne,  but  was  as  little  diftin-  ^^^  ^?^' 

k  See  tbe  Debates  of  the  Conftituent  Affembly,  from  the  %^d  of 
May  1791  to  its  di Ablution )  and  for  the  M  hSt,  Anecdotee  du 
Rcjgrne  de  Louii  XVI*  vol*  vi.  p.  153* 

^XHbatei. 
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pjuiflieJ,  as  in  the  preceding  part  of  his  career.  He 
(hewed  his  attachment  to  the  Mountain,  and  more 
particularly  to  Orleans,  by  voting  againft  the  Brif* 
fotine  motion  for  a  law  againft  the  mftigators  of  mur- 
joth  Oc-  der,  alleging  as  a  reafon,  that  it  would  be  a  reftraint 
toberi79^.  on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  His  conduft  refpeaing 
d!ia7e"  ^^^  king's  trial  is  involved  in  much  doubt  and  un- 
^  fyaa'mg  certainty.  It  is  faid,  on  one  hand,  that  he  had  made 
the  king,  j^  Qj^j^  never  to  vote  for  the  death  of  any  perfon, 
but  that  Orleans,  fearing  the  queftion  of  the  king's 
condemnation  would  be  loft,  partly  by  terror,  and 
partly  by  promifes,  influenced  him  to  change  his  de- 
termination, and  to  bring  over  twenty-five  members 
who  had  refolved  to  vote  as  he  did ''.  In  fupport  of 
this  affertion,  Briflbt  fays,  that  Lepelletier,  at  the 
committee  of  legiflation,  in  the  prefence  of  twenty 
witneffes,  defended  the  propriety  of  an  appeal  to  the 
people,  and  faid,  if  the  appeal  was  not  carried,  it 
would  be  moft  advifable  to  vote  for  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  the  king '.  But  I  do  not  confider  it  at  all 
certain,  that  he  ever  intended  to  Ihew  any  mercy  to 
the  imprifoned  fovereign,  or  to  vote  otherwife  than 
as  the  faftion  to  whom  he  had  attached  himfelf 
*7^»>  No-  fhould  direft.  Long  before  the  period  alluded  to  by 
1791. '  Briflbt,  he  brought  up  an  addrefs  from  the  friends  of 
the  republic  at  Auxerre,  in  which  were  thefe  cx- 
prefljons :  *'  Nations  wait  with  anxiety  for  the  fen- 
*'  tence  you  are  about  to  pafs  on  Louis  XVI.  Let  it 
**  be  terrible  and  fpeedy  ;  let  it  make  the  tyrants  of 
**  the  earth  tremble. — Let  the  blood  of  the  moft 
**  worthlefs  of  confpirators  expiate  his  crimes  without 
"  delay  "^^^  It  is  very  hnprobable  that  a  man  who 
favoured  fuch  an  addrefs,  (hould  be  an  advocate  for 
an  appeal  to  the  people,  or  for  any  other  meafurc 
tending  to  fave  the  king.  But  a  ftronger  proof  arifcg 
from  the  opmion  on  this  bufmefs,  which  he,  like 

k  Conjuration  <]e  d^OiIeant,  vol.  lii.  p.  %%%,  Pagj^s  Hifioire  Secrete^ 
i  jUriiTot  afes  Commtttant,  p.  iS.  n«  «  Debitet. 
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many  others,  had  publiflied  pending  the  trial ;  iri 

which  he  faid,  that,  "  if  the  reprefentatives  of  the 

"  people  openly  betrayed  their  caufe,  by  pronoun- 

"  cmg  againft  their  confcience,   the  acquittal  of  the 

"  tyrant,  then  the  people  would  have  a  right  of  infur- 

"  reftion;  that  is  to  fay,  a  right  of  withdrawing  their 

**  confidence  from  their  treacherous  deputies."     He  5th  janu- 

was  afterwards  reproached  by  Petion  in  the  conven-  •*>  ^79^• 

tion  for  this  very  declaration ". 

He  voted  for  the  fentence  of  death,    and  againft  hu  dtith* 
the  appeal  to  the  people.     The  day  of  the  king's  ex- 
ecution, he  went  to  dine  at  a  cofFee-houfe  in  th« 
Jardin  de  rEgalite.     Six  perfons  came  from  an  ad- 
joining apartment,  and  one  of  them  faid,  "  There  is 
♦*  that  fcoundrel  Lepelletier.** — "  My  name  is  Le^. 
pelletier,'*  heanfwered;  *'  but  I  am  no  fcoundrel/* — 
"  Did  you  not  vote  for  the  death  of  the  king  ?'*  faid 
the  affaffin.     "  I  did,"  anfwered  the  deputy ;    "  but 
"  that  was  a  duty  impofed  on  me  by  my  confcience." 
Hardly  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  when  the  perfon 
to  whom  they  were  addrefled,  plunged  a  fabre  in  his 
body,  and  made  his  efcape.     The  wounded  deputy  ^'^Ja""- 
was  taken  home,  and  expired  at  one  o'clock  the  next  ^^^' 
morning. 

Such  is  the  account  of  this  event  given  in  the  con-  ohferva- 
vention,  and  publifhed  by  their  authority.  The  jjgcff.a*. 
Mountain  availed  themfelves  of  the  pretended  cir- 
ciimftances,  to  impute  the  fa<^  to  their  political  anta- 
gonifts ;  their  declamations  in  the  convention,  the 
addrefs  of  the  Jacobin  club  to  the  affiliated  focieties 
and  to  the  legiflative  body,  dwell  ftrongly  on  this  fad, 
and  it  tended  very  much  todcflroy  the  populi>r?ty  of 
the  Briffotines."*.  But  there  are  many  improbabilities 
in  the  narrative ;  particularly  that  fo  long  a  converfa- 
tion,  and  fo  deliberate  a  murder,  (hould  take  place 

■  Rohcfpierrc  a  f«$  Commettaps,  vol.  ii,  p.  194. 

•  See  Debates  in  ihe  Convention,  airt  January,  8ih  nnd  a^th  Fe- 
bruary, 1793.  See  alfo  Kobff|nerre  a  (ts  Commcttan^,  vol,  ii.  p.  130. 
^i.  346.  iSriiTot  a  les  Commcttans,  p.  17.  n« 
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in  a  public  coffec-houfe,  in  the  moft  frequented  part 
of  Pari«,  and  yet  the  affaiSn  efcape,  without  any  ef- 
fort being  made  to  detain  him.  It  is  faid,  on  the 
other  fide,  that  the  man  who  murdered  him,  uttered 
a  few  hafty  reproaches,  and  then  perpetrated  the 
deed;  that  St.  Fargeau  fell,  and  immediately  expired^ 
uttering  only  the  words,  *^  yaifroidy*  lam  cold^. 
We  are  told,  that  the  deceafed,  at  the  moment  of  ex- 
piring, uttered  a  fine  fentence,  which  was  engraved 
on  his  tomb  ;  but  this  is  very  improbable.  No  men- 
tion was  made  of  it  in  the  firft  report  of  the  affair  to 
the  convention,  and  the  fidtion  was  obvioufly  calcu- 
lated to  anfwer  two  views ;  to  counterad:  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  lad  wc^ds  of  the  monarch,  and  to 
excite  fufpidons  of  the  Briflbtines,  by  the  hope  they 
contain,  tha(  the  death  of  the  fp^er  would  unmq/k 
the  enemies  of  the  republic. 
siftjanu-  Ten  days  after  Lepelletier's  death,  his  prefumed 
^1  »793-  aflaflin  was  difcovered,  at  Forges  les.  Eaux.  He  was 
Death  of  SJi  ex-guard  of  the  king,  named  Paris.  After  the 
pans, hit  death  of  Lepelletier,  a  fearch  had  been  direfted, 
rourdwer  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^hsit  the  29th,  on  which  day  Paris  is 
fuppofed  to  have  made  his  efcape  ;  he  purfued  his 
way  to  Forges,  where  he  arrived  the  31ft.  The 
manner  in  which  he  behaved  at  the  inn  exciting  fome 
fufpicions,  a  guard  was  fent  for ;  and  while  they  were 
putting  fome  queftions  to  him,  he  blew  out  his  brains, 
nmih  a  double-barrelled  piJloU  loaded  with  two  chewed 
bullets  ^.  When  he  was  ftripped,  two  papers  were 
found  next  his  ftomach ;  the  tender-hearted  Tallien 
declined  fhewing  them  to  the  convention,  becaufe, 
being  ftained  with  blood,  they  were  a  difgufUng 
fpeftacle ;  but,  on  his  word,  one  of  them  contained 
thefe  expreflions :  **  My  brevet  of  honor." — 
**  Let  no  one  be  molefted.  No  one  was  my  accom- 
"  plice  in  the  fortunate  execution  of  the  villain  St. 

p  Conjuration  de  d*0rlean8»  voL  iii.  p.^i*  P'gct  Hiftoire  Secrete^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  70. 

%  Tallien*s  Report  to  the  ConventJCDi  February  5th. 

"  Fargeau. 
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^  Fargeau*  If  he  had  not  fallen^  I  would  have  done 
^  a  more  praife-worthy  a£tion,  I  would  have  purged 
**  the  country  of  the  regicide,  the  patricide,  the  par- 
**  ricide,  Orleans. — Let  no  one  be  moleftcd.— The 
*^  French  are  a  nation  of  daftards,  to  whom  I  leave 
"  thefe  words : 

«  Pcuplc,  dont  ks  forfaits  jcttcnt  partout  reffiroi, 
^*  Avec  calme  et  plaifir  j'abandonne  la  vie, 
<*  Ce  n'eft  que  par  la  mort  qu'on  peut  fair  rinfamie 
««  Qu  'imprimc  fur  no$  fronti  Ic  faiig  dc  potrc  rpi.  ^ 

Frenchmen,  whofc  crimes,  the  univerfc  affright. 
Life  I  refign,  with  calmnefs  and  delight  i 
By  death  alone  I  (hun  the  (fire  difgrace. 
Which  our  king's  blood,  ftamps  on  each  Frenchman^ 
face. 

On  this  abfurd  narrative  Ilhall  make  no  comment. 
ITie  following  extraft  from  madame  Roland,  will 
enable  the  reader  to  form  his  own  conjeftures : 

"  The  affaflination  of  Lepellerier  is  ftill  a  kind  of 
"myftery;  but  I  fhall  never  forget  two  circum- 
"  fiances,  which  I  will  relate  in  this  place :  ift.  That  I 
**  faw  all  the  perfons  who  are  at  this  day  profcribed, 
"  in  defpair  at  the  event ;  I  faw  Buzot  and  Louvet 
"fighing,  and  Ihedding  tears  of  anger,  under  a 
**  perfuafion  that  /$me  bold  mountaineer  bad  perpe- 
"  trated  this  a£lion^  to  attribute  it  to  the  right  ftde^ 
**  and  to  make  it  the  means  of  exciting  the  popular  fa- 
"  naticifm  again/l  them,  ad.  That  Gorfas,  declaring 
"  pretty  plainly  the  fame*  opinion,  adds,  that  in  all 
"  probability  the  affajftn  would  never  be  difcoveredj 
**  or  would  not  be  brought  forward  alive.  It  is  true 
"  that  a  Parifian  mountaineer,  employed  with  another 
**  to  fearch  after  the  aflaffin,  met  with  Paris  in  Nor- 
"  mandy,  in  a  public  houfe,  where  they  faid  he 
^*  blew  out  his  brains.  It  is  alfo  true  that  the  Moun- 
^*  |aui  made  a  kind  of  faint  of  Lepelletier,  a  filly, 
B  4  "  rich 
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**  rich  man,  who  certainly  never  expefted  any  fuch 
f  *  thing,  having  joined  them  through  fear ;  the  only 
"  eflential  fervice  he  ever  rendered  them  was,  in  dy- 
^'  ing  as  he  did  V 
Funeral  The  honors  paid  to  St.  Fargeau,  a|ter  his  deceafe, 
hqmSqt '  ^^^^  ^^  extraordinary  contraft  with  the  infignificancc 
honors,  of  his  life.  Robefpierre  himfelf  made  the  motion, 
that  his  body  ihould  be  depofited  in  the  Pantheon, 
and  that  the  convention  (hould  attend  his  funeral. 
•4th  ja-  The  ceremony  was  performed  with  the  utmoft  grandeur 
nu*7.  and  folemnity.  The  pedeftal  in  the  place  Vend6me^  on 
which  the  ftatue  of  Louis  XIV.  formerly  flood,  was 
adorned  with  a  drapery  of  white  crape,  with  feftoons 
of  oak  and  cyprefs.  On  each  fide  were  placed  vafes 
with  frankincenfe,  and  on  two  of  its  faces  were 
written,  in  letters  of  gold,  the  fuppofed  laft  words  of 
Lepelletier :  "  I  am  content  to  fhed  my  blood  for 
**  my  country;  I  hope  it  will  confolidate  liberty 
f*  and  equality,  and  unmaflc  our  enemies.**  At 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  detachments  of  volun- 
teersandnational  guards,  with  fifes  andmuffled  drums, 
were  on  the  ground.  At  eleven,  the  body  of  Lepelle^ 
tier,  (lark  naked  to  fhew  his  woimd,was  brought  from 
his  brother's  houfe,  and  depofited  on  the  pedeftal^ 
The  members  of  the  convention  arrived  at  twelve ; 
the  prefident  placed  a  dyic  garland  on  the  head  of 
the  deceafed;  a  funeral  oration  was  pronounced, 
after  which  a  proceffion  fet  out  from  the  place  Veur 
dome  J  to  the  Pantheon^  in  the  following  order : 

A  Company  of  Miners. 

A  Banner. 

A  Troop  of  Horfe* 

A  Body  of  Pikemen. 

The  Tables  of  the  Law. 

A  Body  of  Horfe. 

'  Appcl  %  rimpartiale  Pofterit^»  toL  ii.  p*  71* 

A  Ban- 
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A  Banner. 

The  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 

A  Corps  of  Cannoneers, 

The  Statue  of  Liberty. 

Detachment  of  Federates. 

The  pAfcts  of  the  84  Departments,  carried  by  Federates, 

Muffled  Drums  and  Fife*. 

The  Banner  of  the  Republic. 

Twelve  Huilfiers. 

The  Prefident  of  the  Convention,    furrounded  by  the 

Honorary  Secretaries. 
The  Members  of  the  National  Convention  two  and  two 

THE  BODY  OF  LEPELLETIER. 
This  was  reclining  on  the  bed  on  which  he  died,  the  flieett 

of  which  were  drenched  with  his  blood. 

The  Corpfe  was  naked,  in  order  to  difplay  his  ghaftlf 

wound. 

Op  one  fide  of  the  Corpfe, 

The  Sabre  of  the  Aflaffin  fufpended  from  a  Pike ; 

On  the  other, 

The  Clothes  which  he  had  on  when  he  was  murdered. 

The  Family  and  Relations  of  the  Deceafed. 

A  Banner,  with  the  dying  Deputy's  lad  Words  infcribed 

upon  it. 

Warlike  Mufic.  [The  Drums  and  Fifes,  &c.  muffled.] 

The  Provifional  Executive  Council. 

A  Body  of  Pikemcn. 

The  Directory  of  the  Department. 

A  Body  of  Horfe. 

The  Municipality  of  Paris. 

A  Detachment  of  Cannoneers. 

A  Number  of  Mother^  with  their  Childxen. 

A  Band  of  Pikemen. 

The  Eleftoral  Body  of  Paris. 

Eight  Hui  fliers. 

The  Members  of  the  Courts  of  Jufticc. 

A  Body  of  Federates. 

A  Scar. 
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A  Scarlet  Bonnet. 

The  Jacobin  Society. 

A  Body  of  Federates. 

A  Body  of  Horfe. 

A  Company  of  Pioneers* 

This  proceflion  lafted  two  hours,  during  which, 
the  mufic  of  the  national  guards  performed  a  funeral 
dirge.  The  remains  of  Lepelletier  were  depofited  in 
the  Pantheon,  in  a  niche  between  thofe  of  Voltaire 
and  Mirabeau.  The  mufic  played  feveral  airs ;  the 
brother  of  the  deceafed  delivered  an  pration  in  his 
praife;  the  members  of  the  convention  fwore  to 
preferve  union  and  confraternity,  and  to  fave  the 
country ;  and  the  ceremony  concluded  with  a  grand 
chorus  to  Liberty ". 

But  this  was  not  the  only  ftcp  taken  to  perpetuate 
his  memoiy  ;  the  feftion  des  Jilles  St.  Thomas  took 
his  name,  and  one  of  the  fhips  of  the  republic  was 
called  after  him.  Forty-eight  feafts  were  given  in 
honor  of  him  and  Marat;  maufoleums  were  erefted 
to  him  in  every  commune ;  his  buft  was  in  all 
the  temples,  and  theatres,  and,  throughout  the  de- 
partments, was  to  be  feen  in  almoft  every  houfc; 
Robefpierre  himfelf  placed  it  on  the  altar  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  the  day  he  made  his  abfurd  and  facri- 
legious  feaft''. 

Lepelletier,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  on  the 
point  of  forming  a  matrimonial  engagement  with 
Madame  de  Fontenay,  daughter  of  the  famous  Ga- 
barus,  who  was  fo  long  perfecuted  by  the  inquifir 
tion ".  His  property  was  inherited  by  his  brother,  of 
whom  M.  de  Montgaillard  fpeaks  with  great  fe- 
verity  *. 

»  See  the  French  journals  and  EngHfh  newfpapcrs  of  the  time, 
t  £rat  de  la   France,  par  M.  le  Comte  de  Mpntgaillardy   p.  ;•• 
Suite  dii  nD$me,  p.  36. 
n  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  iii.  p»  179. 
>  Suite  de  i'Etat  de  la  France^  u.  73. 

The 
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The  day  after  the  performance  of  Lepelletier*s  fu-  *5»i>  Ja. 
neral  ceremony,  his  two  brothers  attended  at  the  bar  ""*'^' 
of  the  convention,  with  his  infant  daughter,andoneof 
them  holding  her  up,  exclaimed  with  fobs,  "  People,  Hisdaugh. 
^'  behold  your  child  !*'     The  convention  immediately  ^y  ^^^^^ 
paiTed  a  decree,  that  {he  was  adopted  by  the  nation'',   nation. 

7  Robefpieric  a  fes  CofnmffUaos,  toI.  ti.  p.  35s* 
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BJrthand  Jl/f  ANUEL  was  fon  of  a  linen-draper'  at  Mont- 

ucatioD.  ivj,  ^^^ ,  1^^  received  a  liberal  education,  and, 

early  in  Hfe,  went  to  Paris,  without  money,  and  almoft 

without  recommendation,   to  improve  his  fortune  by 

the  exerdfe  of  his  abilities.     He  commenced  author, 

and  produced  a  few  works,  the  names  of  which  are 

now  no  longer  remembered.  His  literary  efforts  were 

fo  ill  recompenfed,  that  he  hired  himfelf  to  a  banker 

in  Paris,  as  tutor  to  his  children,  for  which  he  was 

allowed  a  thoufand  livres  (43  /•  15  j.)  a-year.  He  was 

afterwards  retained  by  M.  de  Sartines,  as  a  fpy  for 

Wrrret      the  poKce,  in  the  department  of  publications  **,  but 

^*^^^*       being  of  a  difpofition  rather  to  diffeminate  fcandal 

than  to  fupprefs  it,  he  turned  his  pen  againft  the . 

court,  and  wrote  a  pamphlet  refpefting  the  famous 

affair  of  the  necklace,  intitled  "  Lettre  dtun  Garde 

1%  impri.    ^^  Roi/*     This   publication,  together  with  the  fuf-r 

picion  of  his  being  engaged  in  felling  prohibited 

jaFchrn.  works,  occafioned   his  imprifonment.     He  fays  he 

»y  »7S6.  was  confined  in  the  Baftille  %  but  his  enemies  affeft  to 

deprive  him  of  that  honor,  and  fay  that  the  place  of 

7th  A|>rii  his  retreat  was  the  Bicetre.     He  was  foon  enlarged, 

ikfifha       ^^^  returned  to  Montargis,  where  he  fupported  him- 

'^'^  'felf   by   hawking  about  prohibited  and    i  decent 

books  ^ 

»  Bii^ille  tlevoillce,  -j^  livniron,   p.  105,  Many  peifons  \\^st  faid 
that  Manuel^s  father  was  a  poitci . 
k  Con fpi racy  of  Roberpierre,  p.  45* 
«   Baftiilc  dcvoillee,  3«  livraifon,  p.  105. 
*  Pcltiur's  late  PiC:>uti;  of  Taris,  vol.  ii,  p,  i4.o. 

This 
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This  livelihood,  thus  obtained,  was  fcanty  and  pre*  HUpover- 
carious;  he  therefore,  once  again,  repaired  to  Paris,  *^' 
and  refumed  his  labors  as  an  author,  by  a  publication 
called  V Annie  Franfoife^  intended  as  a  courfe  of 
juvenile  biography,  in  which  he  applied  to  every 
day  in  the  year  the  life  of  fome  illuftrious  Frenchman* 
Manuel's  ftyle  is  difgufting  from  aflfeftation  and  pe- 
dantry ;  his  work  was  unfavorably  treated  by  the  cri- 
tics, and  the  author  was  reduced  to  the  fituation  of  a 
newfman  and  bill-fticker  •. 

While  he  was  thus  ftruggling  againft  poverty,  the    '7'f  • 
revolution  commenced,  and  promifed  more  advan-  Condqait 
tageous  employment.     After  the  deftruftion  of  the^^'j^^*^^^"* 
Baftille,    he  became    a  Jacobin,    and  was   taken 
into  the  proteftion  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,   but 
did   not  receive  from  him   any   effedhial  fupply^ 
He  was,   however,  named  provifionally  to  the  ad- 
miniftration    of   the    police,    in    the    department 
of  Paris.     In  this  fituation,  he  obtained  accefs  to 
many  original  papers,  and  (eleded  from  them  fuch 
as   he  thought  he  could  afterwards  advantageoufly 
difpofe  of  to  the  bookfellers  ^.     The  formation  of  a 
more  permanent  body  of  police  occafioned  Manuel's 
difmiilion,  before  he  had  time  to  gain  any  confider- 
able  advantages  from  his  employ.   He  occupied  him- 
fclf  for  fome  time  in  preparing  for  the  prefs  thefe 
papers  he  had  fo  unfairly  obtained,  and,  in  about  a     ^7V* 
year,  produced  in  two  oftavo  volumes  La  Police  de  u  po^^ 
Pqris  devoillee.     This  work  affords  a  copious  collec-  dcvoiii^^ 
tion  of  all  the  abufes,  real  and  pretended,  which  were 
attributed  to  the  old  government.     It  gave  the  com- 
piler an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  habitual  rancor 
agamft  priefts,  and  againft  religion ;  he  has  abufed 
bodi  in  the  coarfeft  and  moft^  unqualified  terms.     It 
had  confiderable  fuccefs,  whick  was  probably  much 
increafed  by  exaggerated  accounts  pf  the  mifcry  of 

•  Pclnti'f  lite  Pi^^iire  of  Parif ,  rol,  ii.  p.  140. 

'  Conjuration  dc  d*Oi leans,  vol.  iii.  p.  146. 

C  Mercuii:Fran9oiTe,  No.  du  19  Mai  1792,  p.  209. 

the 
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the  lower  clafs  of  people  in  England,  and  by  the  fug- 
geftions  of  an  approaching  revolution  ^. 
December  At  the  diffolution  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  he 
Puu'fli  ^^  looked  upon  as  a  republican,  but  he  was  for 
Mira-  fome  time  afterwards  attached  to  the  interefts  of  the 
beau's  let-  duke  of  Orleaus  *.  Still  Manuel  was  not  opulent,  he 
lived  in  a  garret,  at  thehoufeof  Garnerythe  book- 
feller,  where  he  employed  himfelf  in  decyphering, 
preparing  for  the  prefs,  and  correfting  the  proofs 
of  another  book,  which  his  breach  of  truft  en- 
abled him  to  publiih.  It  was  intitled,  Lettres  on-* 
ginales  de  MirabeaUy  ecrites  du  Donjon  de  Vincennes^ 
pendent  les  Annies  1777,  78,  79,  ^/8o;  contenani 
tons  les  details  fur  fa  vie  privee^  fes  malheurs^  et  fes 
amours  avec  Sophie  Ruffei  marqutfe  de  Monnier.  The 
intereft  excited  by  every  thing  relating  to  Mirabeau, 
promifed  an  extenfive  and  rapid  fale  ;  Manuel  re- 
ceived from  the  bookfellers  two  thoufand  crowns 
(250  /.)  for  the  copy  ^.  But  the  creditors  of  Mira<% 
beau,  who  confidered  themfelves  better  entitled  to  the 
produce  of  this  publication  than  any  other  perfon, 
obtained  an  order  from  an  adminidrator  of  the 
police,  named  Maugis,  authorizing  them  to  feize 
the  original  letters,  and  prevent  a  continuation  of  the 
impreffion.  Manuel  exclaimed  loudly  againft  this 
proceeding,  which,  for  violence  and  fuddennefs,  was 
open  to  the  imputation  of  illegality ;  be  had  the  ad- 
drefs  to  put  himfelf  on  the  footing  of  Chamfort,  aiid 
other  honeft  proprietors  of  Mirabeau's  letters,  and 
by  clamorous  appeals  to  the  people,  by  abute, 
and  threats,  filenced  all  oppofition.  The  public 
expeftation  was  grievoufly  difappointed ;  the  letters 
added  nothing  to  Mirabeau's  fame,  nor  was  the 
tranfaftion  which  procured,  or  the  preface  which 

^  See  the  work  itfelf,  publifhed  by  De  BofTe,  London  i  alia  Mcr- 
cure  Fran9ois  Litterairey  du  23  Juillet  1791 

^  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  474.  Conjuration  de  d*0rleant,  toU  iii, 
p.  131.  14.6.    Eioge  Funebre,  Sec.  par  M.  Montjojei  p,  io6. 

^  i'elticr's late  Figure  of  Paris,  Tol.ii,  p.  240. 
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ufliered  them  into  notice,    at  all  advantageous  to 
Manuel '. 

Previous  to  this  publication,  he  was  named  pro-  NovemW 
eureur  fyndique  to  the  commune  of  Paris,     He  owed     *79»- 
this  elevation  to  his  connexion  with  the  Jacobins,  Made  pro. 
but  did  not  obtain  it  without  a  ftruggle,    M.  Bofquil-  cureur  ro 
Ion,  a  juftice  of  peace,  of  the  moft  amiable^and  vir-  muncr* 
tuous  charafter,  opppfed  his  eleftion,  alleging  feveral 
drcumftances  tending  to   difqualify  him,     Manuel 
futmounted  this  opposition  by  the  fame  means  he 
employed  againft  Mirabeau's  creditors,  but  he  never 
forgave  Bofquillon,*and,  in  the  end,  facrificedhim 
to  his  revenge  "*.     This  appointment  put  Manuel  in 
pofleflion  of  fifteen  thoufanci   livres  {6$6L  p.)  a- 
year,  befides  an  extenfive  patronage  ". 

In  this  fituation  he  gave  fo  many  proofs  of  perfonal  '79** 
difrefpeft,  and  behaved  with  to  much  infolence  to  ohUeToTli 
the  king,  that  he  obtained  the  nickname  of  ranti  family, 
Roif  a  name  with  which  he  was  not  difpleafed  **.  His 
brutality  was  difplayed  on  every  occafion,  and  he 
omitted  no  endeavour  to  render  the  king-s  fituation 
irkfome  and  infupportable.  His  principal  motive 
for  this  conduft  is  faid  to  have  been  the  hope  of  in- 
ducing or  compelling  the  king  to  a  fecond  flight, 
which  would  have  amounted  to  an  abdication  of  the 
throne,  and  paved  a  way  for  the  advancement  of 
Orleans  ^.  This  projeft,  worthy  the  pitiful  machi- 
avelifm  of  Petion  and  Manuel,  being  fruftrated  by 
the  king's  refolute  adherence  to  the  conftitution,  it 
was  refolved  by  the  Rolandift  faftion  to  abridge  his 
power,  and  fecure  their  own,  by  a  popularcommotion. 
To  effed  this,  Manuel  placarded  the  walls  with  libel- 

'  See  the  poftfcnpt  to  the  preface,  Lettres  Originales,  vol.  i.  p.  43^ 
Peltier*s  late  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p.  240.  and  the  letters  theinrelves. 

*  Peleier*8  late'Pi6lure,  vol.  ii*  p.  139.  See  alfo  Mercure  Fran9ois, 
No.  do  10  Decembre  1 791. 

*  Mercure  Fnin9ois9  No.  du  19  Mai  179*. 

*  Idem,  No.  du  9  Juin  17919  p.  131. 

f  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,   vol.  iii.  p.   170.  173,   187.   Tloge 
Funebrey  &c«  p.  lyi. 
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lou8  inveftives  againft  the  royal  family,  and  aflifted 
with  all  his  power  in  exciting  the  commotions  of  the 
»oth  jone.  twentieth  of  June ''.     He  was,  on  that  day,  in  the  gar- 
den of  the  Tuilleries,  without  his  municipal  fcarf, 
laughing,  clapping  his  hands,  encouraging  the  mob 
to  perfifl  in. their  outrages,    and  aflifting  to  take 
away  th#  barrier  of  tri-colored  riband,  which  alone 
protefted  the  perfons  of  the  royal  prifoners '. 
ctii  jn]y.       His  mifcondufi:  wasfo  notorious,  that  he  was  pro« 
bnTpemied.  vifionally  fufpended  from  his  office  •,  but  the  influence 
of  the  Jacobins  was  exerted  in  his  favour.     The  mo- 
ment the  decree  made  by  the  <iireftory  of  the  de- 
partment of  Paris  was  read  to  the  council-general 
of  the  commune,  Petion,  who  was  fufpended  as  well 
as  Manuel,  withdrew  ;  Danton  rofe,  and  exclaimed, 
**  Let  all  good  citizens  follow  the  mayor  to  the  na- 
**  tional  aflembly  !'*    He  and  fome  of  his  party  ac-. 
cordingly  went  out,  but  the  majority  of  the  council 
continued  their  deliberations'.  Frequent  applications 
were  made  to  the  aflembly  in  behalf  of  the  fufpended 
officers;  the  joumalifl:s  repeatedly  aflerted  that  the^ 
true  reafon  of  their  difgrace  was,  that  they  had  re- 
fufed  to  obey  the  court  in  fliedding  the  blood  of 
citizens,  and  commencing  a  civil  war ".     The  king 
^  7tb  July,  wrote  to  the  aflTembly,  declining  all  interference  in 
the  bufinefs,  on  account  of  its  perfonal  reference  to 
himfelf.     Manuel  either  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  ill 
of  a  fever,  but  he  wrote'to  the  aflembly  to  caution 
i3ih  July,  jijgij^   againfl:  giving  ear  to  the   calumnies  of  his 
enemies,  who,  he  affured  them,  were  enemies  of  the 
people.     Xhe  influence  of  the  Jacobms  was  fo  great, 
that  the  aflTembly,  without  examination,  pronoimced 

1  Conjoi-ation  de  d*Orleanf ,  vol.  iii.  p.  iys<, 

»  Mercure  Fran9oit,  No.  du  ii  Juillct  179^1  p*  i95«  Peltier's  late 
Figure,  vol.  ii.  p.  341 .  See  alfo  ManuePs  Examination  on  the  Qucen*s 
Trial,  in  Jordin's  Political  State  of  Europe^  vpl.  v.  p.  i66, 

»  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  57. 

«  Mercure  Fran9oi$,  No.  du  7  Juillet  I79»»  p.  I35- 

«  Ibid.  -  Sec  ajfo  Lc  Diffcnfeur  de  U  Conltitutiou^  par  M.  Robe- 
fpicrrt,  p.  4$».  ,  . 

him 
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him  not  guilty,  and  he  was  rcftored  to  his  office.  >^t^- 
On  the  day  when  this  decree .  paffed  in  his  favour,  *^^**^*^**^* 
he  went  to  the  aflembly  and  made  a  violent  fpeech, 
replete  with  infolence  and  falfe  accufations  againft 
the  king,  which  was  received  with  the  greateft  ap- 
pJaufes,  aiid  procured  him  the  honors  of  the 
fitting*. 

With  fo  much  popularity,  and  with  fuch  prin-  loihAu. 
ciples  as  he  had  conllantly  difplayed,  it  is  impoffible  g]'*' 
to  fuppofe  that  Manuel  would  not  take  an  aftive  iion«. 
fliare  in  the  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft.  He 
was  one  of  the  triumvirate  of  the  commune^  who 
retained  their  feats  when  the  old  members  were 
forcibly  expelled,  and  remained  all  night  in  the  hall 
of  the  commune^  executing  the  plots  of  thofe  who 
had  projefted  the  infurreftion''.  He  was  now  gra- 
tified with  an  opportunity  of  difplayine  all  his  ma- 
lignity againft  the  unfortunate  royal  family.  A 
decree  had  paffed  the  legiflature,  ordering  that  they 
fliould  be  confined  in  the  hotel  of  the  minifter  of 
jafhce^  biit  Manuel,  thinking  this  degradation  in- 
fufficient,  attended  at  the  bar,  and  alleged  that  the 
commune  could  not  be  refponfible  for  their  detention, 
unlefs  they  were  confined  in  a  place  of  greater  fecu- 
rity ;  he  did  not  leave  the  matter  to  the  judgment  of 
the  affembly,  but  propofed  the  Temple,  which  was 
acceded  to*.  The  malicious  afbivity  he  difplayed 
on  this  occafion  raifed  his  popularity  to  the  greateft 
height;  but  he  little  thought  that,  under  a  repub- 
liam  government,  his  want  of  energy  in  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  royalty  would  be  made  an  article  of 
rq)roach  and  accuuition  againft  him\    He  was  par- 

'  Debates  and  Hiftoriet. 

^  See  hit  evidence  on  the  queen^t  trial,  Jordan*!  Political  Statt 
of  Europe,  vol.  v.  p.  167.  An  Hiflorical  and  Political  Account  of 
the  £?cnts  of  the  9th  and  loth  of  Auguit,  hy  a  National  Guard » 
p*  3««    Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  53.  148,  &c.  &c* 

*  Debates  and  Hiliories.  See  alfo  Eloge  Fuoebre,  &c.  par  M. 
Montjoye,  p.  199.  107. 

*  See  Hebert*s .  obfervations  on  his  evidence  agaloft  the  queen^ 
Jordan*!  Political  State  of  Europe,  voU  y.  p.  193, 
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dcularly  a£tive  in  forming  the  tribunal  to  try  tlie 
pretended  criminals,  and  caufed*  a  permanent  guil- 
lotine to  be  erefted  in  the  Caroufel,  under  pretence, 
that,  as  that  fpot  had  been  the  theatre  of  guilt,  it 
ought  alfo  to  be  the  place  of  puniftiment*. 

It  has  been  attempted  to  vindicate  him  from  the 
charge  of  having  been  concerned  in  the  maffacres  of 
September,  but  his  exculpation  refts  on  very  flight 
grounds  S  For  fome  time  before  the  event  he 
was  very  aftive  in  pointing  out  proper  perfons  to  be 
arretted ;  he  vifited  the  prifons  daily,  and  numbered 
the  perfons  confined  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exaft- 
nefs ;  he  told  many  of  them,  with  a  fmile,  convey- 
ing a  latent  meaning,  that  they  would  be  liberated 
the  fecond  of  September ;  and  intimated  to  feveral 
that  they  would  be  fliipped  oflF  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  coUedt  as  many 
of  their  valuables  as  poflible*»  It  is  certain,  from 
the  melancholy  expreflion  made  ufe  of  by  Chante- 
reine  when  he  ftabbed  himfelf,  fo  early  as  the 
twenty.fecond  of  Auguft,  that  their  projefted  mur- 
der was  known* ;  and  if  Manuel  had  not  known  of 
it  by  a  culpable  participation,  he  muft  have  been 
apprized  officially,  and  in  either  cafe  he  is  highly 
culpable.  But  of  him  it  is  pofitively  aflerted,  that 
he  received  money  of  many  prifoners  ta  procure 


*  Pehrcr's  Fate  Pi^hire,  vol.  ti.  p*  no. 
^  Sec  Garai*f  Memoirt»  p.  17. 

*  Pagis,  rbl.  I.  p.  479.  PeUier'f  Itte  Pi6hirey  rol.  ii,  p,  »3ow 
270.  Conjuration  de  d*Orkanl»  vol.  iii.  p.  206.  Conrjpinicy  of 
KoDefpierre,  p.  74.  Gibbon^t  MiA:ellaneout  Works,  vol.i,  p.  16 1. 
Amc>t)gft  the  ioftaneei  oi  mdiviJualt  racrificedto  hif  perfontl hatred 
is  Bofquillon,  the  juftice  of  |?eace  who  oppofed  his  ele^ion  at  pro- 
cureur  de  la  commune.     See  Peltier's  late  Pi£lurr,  voh  ii.  p.  240^ 

«  Chanterejne  was  colonel  of  the  conditutional  guard  of  the 
kir.g^s  huufehoid,  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft  1791.  Ho-  was,  between 
that  day  and  the  fetond  of  September,  arrefted  by  order  of  the  com- 
ihune,  and  confined  in  the  pnfon  of  the  Abbayc.  Being  informecK 
from  fources  he  confidered  infallible,  of  the  projefled  murder  of  the 
prironers,  as  they  were  fitting  down  to  dinner  on  the  ild  of  Auguft^ 
oe  fuddenly  Aabbed  himfelf  three  times  with  a  knife,  exclaiming, 
••  We  are  all  doomed  to  be  malTacred  j— My  God,  receive  me  !'*  and 
Mpired  aimoft  inlbuUancoilAy*    St.  Meard*»  Agony^  p.  10. 

their 
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theit  acqiiittal  and  fafety,  and  particularly  fifty  thou- 
fand  crowns  (6250  L)  of  the  prmcefle  de  Lamballe* 
A  feyiag  of  his  own,  that  he  would  have  preferred 
th^t  hdy  if  ihe  had  not  lofl  her  prefence  of  mind, 
coirot>or9ttes  the  fuggeftion.  Her  murder  has  been 
deemed  an  unpremeditated  2&  of  fury;  the  fa^t, 
howeyer,  is  this :  Manuel  had  agreed  to  fave  her, 
hot  the  duke  of  Orleans  exprefsly  commanded  her 
deihrudion,  and  Manuel  bad  not  time  to  counteract 
the  execution  of  his  orders,  which  were  given  with 
fecrecy,  and  performed  with  diabolical  fidelity ^ 
The  mafiacres  of  this  and  the  following  days  enriched 
Manuel,  but  from  that  period  he  renounced  all  con- 
nexion with  Orleans*. 

He  was  elefted  member  of  the  convention  for  Member 
Paris,  and  attached  himfelf  to  the  party  which  op-  ^J^J'^^^"* 
pofed  the  views  of  his  late  patron.     His  condud 
^ile  he  retained  a  feat  in  thiis  affembly,  except  in 
filch  parts  of  it  as  were  produced  by  his  defire  of 
thwarting  Orleans  and  the  Mountain,  exhibits  very 
little  worthy  of  notice  for  virtue  or  confiftency.     At  nft  Sep. 
the  opening  of  the  fittings,  he  made  a  motion  which  ^^^^^ 
did  fome  honour  to  his  difccrnment,  namely,  that 
the  prefident  of  the  convention  fhould  have  apart- 
ments in   the  Tuilleries,   and  a  guard ;   that   he  »7th  Sep. 
fliould  be  ftyled  prefident  of  France,  and  that  cer-  ',*'^7h^o^*i 
tain  marks  of  refpeft  (hould  be  fliewn  him  in  public ;  bcr, 
but  this  was  negatived.     He  moved,  but  unfucceff- 
foUy,  for  the  abolition  of  the  order  of  priefthood,  ex- 
preffing  his  furprife,  not  that  biihops  were  paid, 
but  that  th^  were  permitted  to  exift ;  an  exprefTion 
worthy  a   Deptembrizer\      He   defended   general 
Montefquiou  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Mountain, 
and,  in  general,  oppolied  tdl  their  proceedings  re- 
fpeding  tha  king. 

f  Pagb,  vol,  !•  p.  4I0,  4Si.     Conjuration  de  d' Orleans,  vol.  ili. 

f.9XO. 

t  Conjuntion  de  d^Orleant;  vol.  iii.  p,  sio.    Pages,  vol.  u  p.  4S6. 
^  Debates* 

C  2  That 
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Concilia        That  Manuel  fliould  have  exerted  himfelf  fy 

th2kfng"?  «^"ch  ^o  fave  the  life  of  the  king  is  a  fubjed  of  fur- 

tiiaj.         prife,  and  has  given  rife  to  various  conjeSures.     It 

has  been  faid  that  he  felt  a  defire  to  re-eftablifli 

royalty,  which  repoit  is  countenanced  by  his  ob- 

fervation  at  the  Jacobins^  that  liberty  was  better  in 

profpefb  than  in  pofTeilion,  and  by  fome  expreffions 

which  he  dropped,  importing  a  wi(h  to  place  the 

duke  of  York  or  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  on  the 

i6thoao-  throne*.     It  is  further  ftrengthened  by  his  motion 

*^*  to  fubmit  the  queftion  of  aboHfliing  royalty,  which 

had  paffed  in  the  convention  by  acclamation,  to  the 

people    in   primary  aflemblies;    this   motion  was 

fpeedily  over-ruled,   Danton  and  Briflbt  joined  to 

argue  againft  it.      Notwithilanding  thefe  fads,  I 

think  his  conduft  can  only  be  afcribed  to  his  difguft 

againfl  Orleans.     He  does  not  appear  ever  to  have 

become  a  royalift :  he  was  always  ready  to  forward 

every  m^afure,  and  even  to  extend  every  fuggeftion 

which   had  a  tendency  to  degrade  or  harafs  the 

king  and  his  family,  to  whom  in  his  vifits  to  die 

i9thoao.  Temple  he  behaved  with  extreme  rudenefs*'.     He 

^'  propofed  the  fale  of  the  chateau  of  Verfailles,  as  an 

amendment  of  an  original  motion,  which  only  re»* 

i$thoao-  commended  the  fale  of  the  furniture.     Retreated 

^^*  the  crofs  of  Saint  Louis  with  fcom,  as  a  ftain  on 

the  coat  of  a  foldier,  and  carried  his  abfurd  preju- 

iemb^*"    dice  fo  far  as  to  move  the  abolition  of  Twelfth-Day, 

(le  Jour  des  Roisy)  merely  on  account  of  its  name*. 

He  was  accufed  by  Hebert  of  having  oppofed  a  re- 

dudion  of  expence  in  the  table  of  the  royal  prifoners, 

but  kindnefs  to  them  was  not  the  motive",  and  a. 

fuggeftion  has  been  thro\x'n  out  perfonally  rekiting 

to  the  queen,  which'  could  only  originate  in  the  moft 

1  Conjuration  de  d^Orlenns,  vol.  Hi.  p.  X03. 
^  See  Joumai  de  Clcry,  p.  zoo. 
1  Debater. 

<a  See  trial  of  the  queen,  Jordan*!  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  v« 
p.  1^. 
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Tancorous  malignity,  and  merits  no  notice  except 
contempt".     His  oppofition,  by  whatever  motive  it 
Blight  be  produced,  was  bold  and  well  combined ; 
he  aimed  a  Wow  at  the  influence  of  the  terrorifts, 
which,  had  it  eflfe^lually  taken  place,  would,  in  all 
probability,  hav^  faved  the  life  of  the  monarch  ;  this 
wzs  when  he  moved  that  a  certain  number  of  tickets 
of  admiffion  to  the  tribunes  fhould  be  fent  every 
day  to  the  fedions,  to  be  diftributed  amongft  the  real 
citizens,  which  would  operate  to  the  exclufion  of 
thofe  hired  ruffians,  who  by  their  interference  de^ 
graded  the  nationsd  reprefentation,  and  prejudiced 
the  difcuflion  of  every  queftion.       This  motion 
failed,  through  the  influence  of  the  Mountain,  and 
of  thofe  very  galteries  againft  whom  it  was  intended. 
After  the  king's  defence  had  been  nuide,  he  pro. 
pofed  that  it  fhould  be  printed,   and  lent  to  the 
departments,  and  that  the  difcuflions  of  the  con*- 
vention  on  the  fubjed  fliould    be  fufpended   for 
three  days ;  but  this  motion  was  rejected,  and  being 
reported  at  the  Jacobinclub,  occafioned  his  expuU  Expelled 
fion  from  that  fociety*^.     In  voting  on  the  queftion  '^?*^*^*^*' 
Tefpefting  the  reference  of  the  fentence  againft  the  * 
king  to  the  primary  aflemblies,    be  made  fome 
pointed  obfervations  on  the  genial  conduA  of  the 
members  o{  the  convention,  and  on  the  duke  of 
Orlestfis.     **  Judges,*^  he  faid,  ^*  do  not  murmur 
*^  at  the  opinions  of  their  brethren,  though  diflferent 
^*  from  their  own :  they  do  not  openly  abufe  and 
^*  calumniate  each  other  j  they  are  cold  as  the  law, 
**  of  which  they  are  the  organs.    If  the  conventioa 

"  I  will  not  infult  the  reader  by  a  reference  to  the  publication  in 
which  this  iniinuation  is  contained-— I  appeal  to  the  author^s  fenfe  of 
ihame  who  could  commit  fuch  an  accusation  to  paper,  when  he  might 
have  been  convinrcd  of  its  impo^bility  by  the  following  extraA  from 
the  queen's  trial,  i^  Th*  BrtJideiUt  (t9  JldMUiel)'-^**  Why  did  you 
**  take  it  upon  you  to  enter  alone  into  the  Temple,  and  particularly 
1**  into  the  apanments  called  Royal  V*  ff^tyufi^*'  I  wvw  ditwed 
*  *  wyftlf  U  natr  aUnt  into  the  a^artmnii  9/  tbt  frifrners  \  /,  00  tbi  contrary ,  tnk 
^*  cart  ahvtyi  t9  be  atcntfanied  by  fevral  of  tbi  tiwmiffiomn  ttfbo  ttHre  on  duty 
**  tjbert.**     Jordan's  Political  State  ot  Europe,  vol.  v«  p.  i68. 

«  Debates,    Moorc*s  Jounialy  vol.  ii,  p.  534.  53s*  566. 

c  3  "  had 
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^'  had  been  a  tribunal  of  law,  a  near  relatioa  of  tlie 
^  king,  who  has  not  been  reftrained  either  by  a 
^  fenfe  of  ihame  or  by  his  confcience,  would  not 
**  have  been  permitted  to  vote  on  this  occafion.'* 
He  was  proceeding  with  his  obfervadons,  when  tho 
prefident  called  hun  to  order,*".   When  the  laft  appel 
nominal  was  made,  on  the  queftion  of  punifhmeat, 
Manuel  was  fecretary,  and  indignant  at  finding  the 
decificn  of  death  carried  by  fo  fmall  a  majority,  he 
rofe  from  his  place,  exclaiming,  "  I  muft  leave  this 
**  place  to  feek  a  purer  air/*     He  ruflied  towards 
the  door,  but  fome  of  the  Mountain  fearing  that  he 
was  carrying  away  the  lifts  of  the  fcrutiny  attempted 
to  ftop  him.     He  efcaped,  however,  out  of  their 
hands,  and  made  his  retreat,  but  was  followed  by 
Duhem,  who  fucceeded  in  making  him  refume  his 
feat.     This  tranfadion  threw  the  convention  into 
great  confufion,  but  it  is  not  certain  that  Manuel 
had  any  intention  of  carrying  oflf  the  lift  \ 
^9th  Janu.      "When  the  queftions  were  all  decided,  he  fent  9 
«*^y  1793-    lettCT  to  the  convention  full  of  complaints  and  re-r 
'RefignshU  proaches,  which  he  concluded  by  refigning  his  feat, 
^•»'*  The  motive  he  alleged  then  and  afterwards,  on  the 

queen's  trial,  was,  that  he  defpaired  of  the  eftablifh-t 
ment  of  liberty  from  fuch  a  body,  divided  by  fiadion, 
and  over-ruled  by  clamour'.  He  sdfo  wrote  a  letter  oa 
the  queftion  of  an  appeal  to  the  people,  which  was 
publiflied  in  Condorcet's  paper,  and  is  efteemed  one 
of  his  beft  produ6Uons. 

While  the  trkl  was  in  agitation,  Manuel  had  offer^ 

cd  himfelf  to  fuccecd  Petion  in  the  mayoralty  of  Paris, 

and  was  third  on  the  lift,  having  868  votes*.    He 

Reti-es  to   retired  to  Kis  native  town,  where  he  was  defirous  to 

tl^.^""'   remain,  and  end  his  days  in  obfcurity.     Senfible  of 

March      the  dangers  which  awaited  him  from  the  increafing 


1 
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f  Pehaies.     Mo«re*t  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  579* 
1  Rchefpien*  i  fes  Commettant,  ▼ol.  ii.  p*.  tst. 
t  Debates.     Qaeen*t  trial,  in  Jordan^t  Political  State  of  Europe, 
Tol.  v..  p.  167. 
f  Meicuie  Fraa^oic,  N«du  sNofembie  179a. 
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influence  of  the  Mountain,  he  caufed  it  to  be  reported 
that  he  was  killed  in  a  popular  commotion  at  Mont- 
argis.      This  fallacy  was  foori  detefted,    he  was  uroughttd 
arrefted  and  brought  to  Paris,  where,  after  having  Paris, 
been  examined  on  the  trial  of  the  queen,  he  was  i6th  Not. 
himfelf  accufed  of  a  confederacy  with  Briffot  and  1793- 
Petion,  tried  and  executed.     When  he  was  put  into    "^"'*  * 
the  Conciergerie,  he  experienced  from  the  prifoners 
none  of  the  confolatory  kindneffes  they  generally 
difplayed  towards  each  other  j  they  reproached  and 
detefted  him  as  author  of  the  maffacres  of  Septem- 
ber; and  when  he  was  going  to  his  trial,  they  thruft 
him  againft  a  pilfer  ftill  (lamed  with  blood  flied  on 
that  day,  exclaiming  that  it  was  fpilt  by  his  means\ 

In  Manuers  charader,  there  appears  very  little  HU  cha- 
virtue  or  confiftency.  His  outfet  in  life  was  ^^^* 
marke4  by  ingratitude,  his  progrefs  by  profli- 
gacy and  inftability  of  principle.  As  an  author 
he  produced  nothmg  worthy  of  criticifm,  or  likely 
to  reach  pofterity.  His  ftyle  is  disfigured  by  af- 
feftation  and  clumfy  pedantry.  He  was  celebrated 
.  its  a  wit ;  two  inftances  will  prove  the  foundation  of 
tis  claims.  In  the  commune j  he  moved  that  the  is^^J^ut 
ftatue  of  Louis  XIV.  might  be  caft  into  cannon,  '^^** 
that  the  monarch  might  continue  to  make  a  nolfe  to 
the  laft".  In  the  convention,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debates  on  the  king's  trial,  Manuel  having  moved 
fomething  which  clafhed  with  the  wiflies  of  the 
Mountain,  Legendre^  the  butcher,  faid,  the^flembly 
had  better  decree^  that  Manuel  is  a  wiu-^^^  I  am 
"  glad,"  faid  Manuel^  "  they  are  not  required  to 
"  decree  quejefuis  bite^  for  then  Legendre  would 
"  think  he  had  a  right  to  kill  me."  There  is  fome 
fmartnefs  in  this  repartee,  which  lies  in  the  word 
bete^  being  ufed  equivocally  to  fignify  a  beaft,  or  a 
iooW 

'  Tableau  det  Prifont  fou$  Rolicfpierrc. 

"  Journals. 

«  Mifs  Wiliiamt't  firft  Colleftion  of  Letters  on  Framce, 
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JEAN  PAUL  MARAT. 


T^AR  AT  was  one  of  thofe  mei>  whom  cxtraor-»v 
dinary  commotions  or  convuUions  in  the  body 
politic  have  exalted  to  a  degree  of  eiiiinence,  from 
which  they  are  contemplated  by  fucceeding  genera^ 
rations  with  horror,  difguft,  and  wonder  bordering 
on  incredulity.  This  mifcreant  verified  the  narratives 
of  poets  and  romance  writers,  who  reprefent  foul«  de- 
void of  every  laudable  principle,  and  deformed  by 
every  vice,  inhabiting  bodies  of  correfponding  con- 
formation, equally  calculated  to  infpire  abhorrence 
by  the  firft  impreffion  on  the  fenfes. 
Birth  and  Marat  was  bom  at  Beaudry,  a  fmall  hamlet  in 
cducaiion.  jhe  Canton  of  Neufchatel  in  Switzerland,  where  his 
father  was  public  fchoolmafter.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, undertake  his  fon's  inftruftion,  but  fent  him 
to  Geneva.  His  education,  though  not  finifhfed, 
was  above  the  common  level;  and  he  was  diftin- 
.  guifhed,  in  that  part  of  his  life  which  preceded  the 
revolution,  by  an  attachment  to  literature  and  phi^ 
lofophy.  Probably  his  apparent  debility  of  perfon, 
which  precluded  the  poflibility  of  much  corporeal 
exertion,  induced  his  parents  to  beftdw  that  ex- 
pence  on  the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  which  enabled 
him  to  fignaUfe  himfelf  in  the  lifts  of  atrocity  ^. 

r  Carjuration  d*OrIeanf,  vol.  ii.  p.  153.  Pages,  Vol.  ii.  p.  19, 
There  is  ibme  doubt  about  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  fome  have 
ft.ited  to  be  Sardinia,  others  Corfica  5  but  in  hi^  lifetime  he  was  gene- 
rally underftood  to  have  been  born  in  the  Canton  of  Neufchatel,  part 
oi  rbe  dominions  ©^  ^hc  king  of  Pii^ia.  Sec  Peltier's  Pi^vire  of 
Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  5i7« 

Poverty, 


MARAT.  25 

poverty,    and    the    difficulty  of   fupporting   him-Goe«to 
felf  in  his  own  country,  induced   him  to  go   to  '**''••  . 
Paris,    where  he  commenced  phyfician.     Of  the  Pmaiot 
profits  of  his  praftice  there  is  no  certain  account,  ?^if^^* 
though  he  boafled  of  it  as  very  extenfive,    and 
afferted,  that  on  his  arrival  in  Paris    he    receiv- 
ed thirty-fix  livres  (lA  lis.  6d.)  a  vifit*.     He 
fubfifted  principally  by  the  fale  of  a  quack  medi- 
cine, which   did   wotul  execution  on  thofe  who 
placed  confidence  in  it,  though,  to  fcreen  himfelf 
from  the  laws,  he  purchafed  a  diploma,  and  the 
appointment  of  phyfician  to  the  count  d'Artois's 
fltables.     This  medicine  was  a  fpecific,  appearing 
like  a  very  limpid  water,  for  which  he  charged  two 
Iouis-d*ors  a  bottle  *. 

His  attention  was  chiefly  engaged  by  experiments  hu  phiio. 
m  natural  philofophy,  and  in  this  purfuit  he  dif-  ''^^P***^ 
played  that  envy  and  malignity  which  always  mark-  $J^^ 
ed  his  character.     He  had  ftudied  light  and  elec- 
tricity ;  in  the  former  he  had  difcovered  many  no- 
velties, and  made  fome  improvement  on  the  prifm^ 
which  are  well  fpoken  of;  in  the  latter,  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  equally  fuccefsfiil,  but  perhaps 
his  envious  difpofirion  prevented  his  greater  fuccefs 
in  both,  fince  he  was  more  defirous  to  overturn  the 
fyftems  of  Newton,  and  to  deprive  Franklin  of  his 
celebrity  than  to  profit  by  their  difcovrries  K 

He  publiftied  a  book,  called  "  Recherches  phy/tques  and  pub. 
^^  fur  lefeu'y^  and  another,  in  which  he  affeaed  to  i«catioiif. 
confute  the  fyftem  of  Helvetius,  under  the  title  of    *^^^* 
'^  A  Pbilofophical  EJay  on   Man:'      The  former 
treatife  I  have  feen,  but  from  not  fufficiently  under- 
ftanding  the  fubjeft,  can  give  no  opinion  refpefting 

*  Briflbt.  When,  in  the  Life  of  Marat,  Briflfot  it  quoted  with, 
oat  fpecific  reference  to  hit  work,  I  allude  to  a  fragment  of  hit 
Inicrtecl  in  Mi(t  Williamt*t  Lettert  in  17949  vol.  iii.  Ap|)tndix  II. 
p.  tie. 

^  Conjuration  de  d*0rlcans,  vol.  ii.  p«  i$%^    Briflbt* 
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it.  The  latter  difplays  a  prcfumption  and  vanity, 
which  the  talents  of  the  author  by  no  means  juftify. 
He  pronounces  dogmatically  on  the  moft  abftrule 
queitions  of  the  animal  economy,  and  (hews  the 
utmoft  contempt  for  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 
Voltaire,  in  his  queftions  on  the  Encyclopoedia, 
treats  this  work  with  a  greater  degree  of  feverity 
,thanit  merited,  if  we  may  believe  Briflbt  j  but  if  he 
committed  any  miftake  with  refped  to  the  book,  he 
made  none  as  to  the  author,  when  he  declared  him 
more  Jit  to  libel  men  than  to  analyfe  them  ^. 
Goes  to  He  went  to  England  about  the  fame  year^  and 
*'^*"-  publifhed  aneflay,  called  "  The  Chains  of  Slavery  i*' 
of  which  he  afterwards  boafted,  that  it  procured 
him  great  patronage  and  honor ;  but  the  oblivion 
in  which  the  book,  is  Ihrouded,  which,  even  the 
infamous  celebrity  of  the  author  has  not  been  able 
to  difpel,  aids  his.  known  charafter  for  mendacity 
Itctnmt  to  in  difcrediting  the  affertion.  When  he  returned  to 
I'anf.  Paris,  he  refumed  his  philofophical  purfuits,  but  the 
academy  was  fo  prejudiced  againfl  him,  it  did  not 
condefcend  to  criticife  his  produftion,  or  even  te 
mention  his  name.  His  defire  to  deftroy  the  fame 
of  Newton  ftill  purfued  him,  and  he  took  a  fmgular 
method  to  effeft  it ;  he  tranflated  his  Principia  into 
French,  and  falfified  the  text,  to  bring  difgrace  on 
the  author.  To  finuggle  the  book  into  notice,  and 
to  efcape  the  fevere  examination  he  apprehended 
the  academy  would  beftow  on  a  produftion  of  his, 
which  the  reputation  of  the  original  would  compel 
them  to  examine ;  he  prevailed  on  a  grammarian, 
called  BauHee,  to  print  his  name  in  the  title-page  as 
tranflator  ;  but  though  this  manoeuvre  fucceeded  fo 
far  as  to  obtain  from  the  academy  a  negligent  appro- 
bation ;  yet  the  work  fell  into  difrepute,  and  was 
loon  forgot  ^.  He  continued  to  fupport  himfelf  by 
iiiQ  fale  of  quack  medicines,  protefted  by  his  place 

•  Briffot.  *  Ibid, 
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b  the  houfehold  of  the  comte  d^Aitois^  and  the 
purcbafed  diploma.  It  is  not  the  leaft  wonderful  Hitamour^ 
fiiFCiunftanoe  of  his  life,  that  he  was  able  to  obtain 
the  favour,  and  live  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  a 
young  and  beautiful  lady  of  quality,  feparated  from 
ber  hufband ;  he  had  been  railed  in  as  medical 
alfiftant,  and  had  fucceeded  in  infpiring  her  with  a 
paffion  for  him,  which  fhe  always  retained,  in  fpite 
of  the  deformity  of  his  perfon,  the  Elthinefs  of  his 
;^ipearance,  and  the  brutality  of  his  behaviour  % 

At  the  time  of  the  revolution  he  was  poor  and     17S9. 
obfcure ;    the  prevailing  paffion  for  politics,  and  ^'*  fi^"*- 
the  aftivity  of  intrigue,  were  not  to  be  fufpended  by  ^®°' 
philofophical  curiofity,  and  he  was  fo  little  prepared 
for  the  events  about  to  take  place,  that  he  declared 
his  opinion  that  the  nation  was  not  ripe  for  a  revo- 
lution, and  declined  being  concerned  in  it.     When 
the  B^ftille  was  deftroyed,  however,  he  came  for- 
ward, and  with  his  accuftomed  negleft  of  truth, 
fent  a  pompous  account  of  a  pretended  valiant  ex- 
ploit to  be  inferted  in  the  journal  of  his  friend 
Briffot  ^     Finding  he  had  no  chance  of  advancing  co„,. 
himfelf  but  by  affuming  the  reigning  profeffion  of  a  mcnces 
journalift,  he  commenced  editor,  called  his  paper  i****"^*'** 
The  Publieifle  Franfois^   and  began,  in  the  ufual 
ftyle,  to  decry  the  court,  and  compl|ment  the  po- 
pular favorites.     In  this  career  he  haolo  many  com- 
petitors, his  fuperiors  in  information  and  eloquence, 
that  his  want  of  fuccefs  was  fufficient  to  have  difpi- 
rited  any  man  lefs  fanguine  or  lefs  perfevering^ 
Whether  his  better  genius  fuggefted  the  plan,  or 
whether  *  fome  of  the  agents  of  the  Palais  Royal 
pointed  it  out  to  him,  cannot  be  determined,  but 
from  his  never*failing  rancour  againft  eminent  per- 
fons,  the  former  is  extremely  probable  j  he  fpeedily 

«  BriiTot.    Conjuntion  de  d^Orleanty  toI.  ji.  p.  155. 

t  Cpojuo^tiqii  de  d'Orleanty  vol.  ii.  p.  i$€»    Pagef,  v.  ii.  p.  41* 
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altered  the  title  and  ftyle  of  his  paper ;  he  called 
it  UAmi  du  Peuple^  and  commenced  a  violent 
attack  on  Bailly  and  La  Fayette.  This  brought  his 
publication  at  once  into  notice,  and  as  he  rather 
afpired  to  the  favour  of  the  lower  than  of  the 
fuperior  claffes,  he  conftantly  adapted  his  ilyle  to 
their  fyftem  of  rhetoric ;  his  tropes  and  figures  were 
execrations  and  obfcenities,  his  argument  was  ri- 
baldry and  abufe,  and  his  patriotifm  a  firm  belief  in 
all  the  rancorous  falfehoods  of  the  day  ^.  His  paper 
was  fold  for  only  two  Hards  (a  fanhing) ' ;  the 
motto  he  chofe  for  it,  "  Ut  redeat  miferis, 
**  abeat  fortuna  fuperbis,*'  plainly  pointed  to  an 
agrarian  law ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  recom- 
mended blood  and  Haughter,  greatly  contributed  to 
take  off  the  reftraints,  cuftom,  and  education  im* 
pofed  on  the  ferocious  difpofition  of  the  French  po- 
1790.  pulace  ^.  La  Fayette  was  fo  hurt  at  his  infults, 
ti^u^F^  combined  with  others  he  fuftained  from  Danton, 
ctte  *  *^  St.  Huruge,  &c.  that  he  furrounded  his  houfe,  and 
blocked  up  the  avenues  with  a  guard  ;  but  was  pre- 
vented, by  the  threats  of  Danton,  from  profecuting 
a  revenge,  which  would,  if  followed  with  efieft,  have 
relieved  the  country  from  one  of  its  greateft  pefls^ 
then  in  a  ftate  of  comparative  innocency  '• 
Becomes  a  Marat,  .haAig  obtained  notice,  began  to  enlarge 
Jacobin,  fj^g  fcope  of  his  ambition ;  his  vanity,  of  which 
he  had  a  fingular  fhare,  led  him  to  fuppofe  that  no- 
thing was  too  high  or  too  arduous  for  him  to  un- 
dertake. He  became  a  member  of  the  Jacobins, 
and  though  his  croaking  voice  and  fiiulty  delivery 
made  the  tafk  of  oratory  an  infurmountable  diffi- 
culty, he  perfevered  in  afcending  the  tribune  and 
delivering  his  opinions  whenev^  he  could  obtain  an 

^  Conjuration  de  d'Orlcans,  vol,  ii.  p   157. 

'  Miies's  ConJtr^t  of  France  towards  Great  Britiiny  p*  ill* 

^  r^Iuore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  39y. 

'  MiJcs,  ubi  rupra«    Conjuratioii  de  d*0rleaiiSy  ToK  ii.  p«  157* 
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hemng.     That  club,  during  the  fittings  df  the  md  Cor« 
4:bnftituait  aflbmbly,  though  difgraced  by  the  re.^^**'- 
ception  of  him,  and  an  indifcriminate  rabble  befid^ 
was  not  a  region  fufficiently  fervent  for  the  propaga^ 
rion  of  his  principles.     The  Societi  fratemelle^  after- 
wards called  the  chib  of  Cordeliers,  was  the  fcene 
where  he  mod  frequently  difplayed  himfelf,  and 
irom   the  congenial  difpofitions    and  iimilarity  of 
attainments  in  moft  of  the  members,  to  the  greateft 
cffeft".      He  now  became  acquainted  with  Rq- 
befpierre,  member  of  the  aflembly,  employed  in 
fome  of  the  inferior  agencies  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, and  was  of  great  fervice  to  him  in  gaining 
the  favour  of  the  inhabitants  of  tht  fawcbourgsy  and 
training  the  galleries  of  the  aflembly ;  his  journal 
too  obtained  the  proteftion  of  the  duKe,  and  he,  as 
editor,  partook  of.  his  bounty '.      The  eafinels  of 
his  drcumftances  increafed  his  infolence,  and  gave 
fuU  fcope  to  the  exercife  of  his  ruling  pamon, 
malice.     To  this  may  be  afcribed  his  continual  in- 
vedives  againft  the  king  and  royal  fiunily,  againfl: 
la  Fayette,  -and  every  one  who  pofleffed  any  fhare 
of  the  public  efteem®.      To  this  may  be  alfo  attri-  isth  April 
buted  his  rancorous  reflexions  on  the  king's  in-  '79«* 
tended  journey  to  Saint  Cloud ',  and  his  extreme 
eameftnefs  in  promoting  the  petition  figned  in  the 
Cbamp  de  Mars.     On  this  occafion  his  conduft  ex-    j«iy. 
pofed  him  to  the  rcfcntment  of  the  ruling  powers.  ??*j*^ 
He  had  before  excited  the  difguft  of  the  conftituent  ^^  * 
-aflembly,  by  his  audacious  invitations  to  murder, 
and  by  exhorting  the  mob  to  hang  up  eight  hun- 
dred of  the  deputies  on  the  trees  of  the  Tiiillc- 
ries  ^,    They  rejoiced  at  this  opportunity  of  making  Himfeif  ^ 
him  feel  the  feverity  of  the  law ;  a  decree  was  iffued  impriibn- 

<>  Pag^y  Tol.  i.  p.  4-58.     Louv«t*s  Narrative,  p.  9. 

^  Conjuration  de  d'Orleansy  vol.  iii.  p.  14.7. 

•  Idem,  vol.  ii.  p^  283. 

f  S«e  Moore*t  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  131 .  a47«  *49« 

}  Giraft  Memoin,  p.  145. 
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againft  hxm,  his  prefles  and  papers  were  feized^  and 
he,  and  a  mademoifeUe  Cohmbe^  dire£h^  of  His 
jouraaly  put  in  prifon.  An  order  was  made,  that 
Ho  hawker  fhould  prefume  to  cry  his  journal  oa 
pain  of  punifhment%  Thefe  exertions,  honrerer, 
were  of  Uttle  confequence ;  he  was  foon  liberated, 
either  in  compliment  to  the  mob,  or  becaufe  doubts 
were  entertained  of  the  legality  of  his  detention. 
He  retired  to  a  vault,  in  the  chtirch  of  the  Cordeliers, 
prepared  for  him  by  Legemire  the  butcher,  from 
which  place,  in  contempt  of  authority,  he  continued 
to  iffue  his  lucubradons '. 
Compiri-  At  this  period,  with  whatever  iaftidioufne&  they 
fon  be-  afterwards  denied  it,  Briffot  and  his  party  were,  at 
■rrihr""  l^ft>  o^  %ooA  terms  with  Marat  * ;  they  laboured 
Bnflbtine>.in  a  common  caufe,  and  ufed  at  firft  the  fame 
means  ;  they  were,  like  him,  firft  Orleanifts,  after- 
wards republicans;  and  though  the  different  de* 
grees  of  favour  obtained  by  the  two  parties  in  the 
eftimadon  of  their  common  patron  caufed  diffen* 
lions  in  principles  and  in  polidcs,  there  was  little 
difference  between  them,  though  they  afterwards 
varied  in  their  condud.  In  faft,  though  the  BriC* 
fotines,  and  the  writers  in  their  intereft,  attribute  to 
them  all  the  credit  of  being  the  founders  of  the 
French  Republic^  the  incendiary  Marat  did  more 
fervice  to  the  caufe  than  they.  Their  fincerity  was 
about  par ;  they  and  he  cared  equally  for  the 
people,  they  were  willing  to  rifle  the  happine&  of 
the  majority,  or  even  to  make  indifcriminate  facri- 
iices  ro  eftablifh  their  theories,  or  confirm  the  afcend- 
ancy  they  once  acquired.     Marat,  whofe  ambition 

'  Mercure  Francois,  No.  cltt  30  Juillet  1791,  p.  399.et  du  €  Aodt, 
p  Sa. 

•  Marat  lived  in  the  !?«#  det  Cordeliers,  No,  30 }  thif  retreat, 
therefoie»  wa»  no  great  inconvenience  to  him.  See  Mo«ve*«  Vievir, 
yro\,  ii.  p.  4I5>  St^t  ^  1^  France,  par  M,  le  ComteKle  Montgaiilard^ 
p.  66. 

*  P»gc«,  vol.  li,  p.  3f .  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  yol.  iii.  p.  131- 
Peltici^a  iate  Picture  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  169. 
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extctiSed  no  fetthcr  than  to  head  an  outrageousf 
rabble,  and  whofe  vanity  led  him  to  believe  no  per- 
fon  fo  well  qualified  for  the  tafk  as  himfelf,  \^2iS  de- 
firous  to  refolve  the  whole  kingdom  mto  an  im- 
menfe  and  lawlefs  mob,  that  by  his  influence  he 
might  perpetuate  anarchy.     Both  aimed  at  the  fame 
objeft,  the  degradation  of  the  conftituted  authori- 
ties, the  plunder  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  loyal,  but  they  purfued  it  differently. 
The  Briflbtihes^vain  in  the  ftores  of  book-learning, 
confident  in  their  eloquence,  and  wrapt  up  in  their 
metaphyfical  fpeculations,  thought  they  might  fuc- 
ceed  by  eftabliming  theories  in  favour  of  a  republic, 
in  inducing  the  people  to  confent  to  the  elevation  of 
their  inftigator  Orleans,  or  to  their  own  aflumption 
of  all  the  power  of  the  ftate.     Their  attempt  had  a 
fiiccefs  proportioned  to  its  fagacity ;  to  read  their 
writings,  to  hear  their  fpeeches,  they  feemed  to  pof- 
fcfe  aU  the  wifdom,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  difmte- 
reftednefs  of  thofe  fages  and  heroes  of  antiquity, 
whom  they  affefted  to  regard  as  models ;  but  to 
infpefl  thar  web  of  flimfy,  though  pernicious,  in- 
trigues, to  hear  of  their  treacheries,  their  jealoufies, 
their  want  of  mutual   confidence,  and  their  foli- 
citude  to  fecure  a  fhare  of  power  by  the  moft  flagi- 
tious means,  it  became  obvious  that  they  had  no 
real  virtue,  wifdom,  difintereftednefs,  or  patriotifm, 
but  that  the  fentiments  analogous  to  thofe  qualities, 
with  which  a  laboured   eloquence  fupplied  their 
fpeeches  aiid  writings,  proceeded  merely  from  the, 
head,  while  the  heart  remained  cold,  malignant, 
and  felfifh.      The  mob  adored  them  for  a  Ihort 
period,  then  defpifed,  detefted,  and  facrificed  them, 
ftfarat,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  make  an  af- 
feded  difplay  of  wifdom,  virtue,  or  fententioufnefs ; 
to  gain  the  populace,  he  adapted  himfelf  to  their 
tafte,   and  fucceeded  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  hi^ 
wiuies. 

The  attempt  to  pull  down  the  king,  that  a  re- 
gency of  learned  men  might  govern,  prefented  no 

very 
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very  favourable  profpeft  to  the  mob,  but  to  tell 
them  of  plunder,  of  an  agrarian  law,  an  exemption 
from  reftraint,  and  a  poiTeflion  in  common  of  all 
authority  and  all  property,  was  an  irrefiftible  al- 
lurement. The  Briflbtines  laboured  fo  prove,  that 
the  world  was  made  for  the  wife  j  Marat  perfuaded 
them  that  it  was  made  for  the  foor»  It  is  true,  that  at 
this  period  he  was  in  the  pay  of  Orleans,  but  with  his 
total  want  of  honour,  principle,  and  veracity,  it  is  very 
improbable  that  a  tie  fo  weak  as  gratitude  fhoxild 
bind  him  to  a  man  he  defpifed.  His  vanity  taught 
him  that  his  talents  and  fupport  could  never  be  pur- 
chafed  at  an  adequate  price,  and  his  carelemiefs 
about  money  prevented  his  confidering  it  poflible 
that  he  Ihould  be  bought  by  fo  vile  a  mean, 
Increafes  The  flagitious  conduft  of  the  legiflative  aflembly 
•«  ferocity.  ^^  ^^^  fpring  to  the  energy  of  Marat,  and  the 
mcreafing  afcendancy  of  his  friends  Danton  and 
Robefpierre  in  the  public  eftimation,  enabled  him  to 
become  additionally  confpicuous  and  obnoxious. 
His  publications  became  more  atrocious  and  fan* 
guinary  j  he  made  no  fcruple  to  recommend  the  de- 
uruftion  of  three  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  as 
jJMay  ariftocrats".  He  was,  at  length,  denounced  to  the 
*^9»*  affembly  by  M.  Beugnot,  for  having,  in  one  of  his 
ced,  '  Journals,  inftigated  the  foldiery  tofacrifice  their  gene* 
rah  to  the  public  welfare.  Beugnot  complained  that 
thefe  writings  had  been  prefented  to  the  minifter, 
Duranton,  who  had  not  taken  proper  meafures  to 
have  the  publilher  punifhed.  M.  de  Vaublanc  en- 
forced this  accufation  by  producing  another  of 
Marat's  papers,  in  which  he  recommended  to  the 
people  to  dcfiroy^  with  fire  and  fword^  the  rotten 
majority  of  the  affembly.  The  incendiary  was  defended 
by  his  congenial  friends,  Bazire,  Chabot,  and  Mer- 
lin ;  a  long  and  tumultuous  debate  enfued,  at  the 
clofe  of  which,  a  decree  of  accufation  was  iffued 
againft  him,  but  its  eflfeft  was  reduced  by  ^  fimilar 

■  Peltier's  late  PiClure  of  ParU,  vol.  ii.  p.  169. 
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etitj  obtained  by  BrHTot  and  hk  £idion,  at  tke  feme 
dme  againft  the  abb^  Royou,  editor  c^  rJnii  (hi  Rot. 
Seals  were  OTdered  to  be  placed  on  the  houfes  and 
prefles  of  both*. 

But,  at  this  period,  the  regicide  fa£Hon  was  fo     Jane; 
firong,  and  their  afcendancy  fo  confirmed,  that  Marat  fjj!jj!^j^n^ 
entertained  no  fears.     Decrees  of  arreft  were  iiTued 
againft  him,  but  never  executed ;  and  previous  to  the 
20th  of  June  he  was  as  audacious  as  ever,  inftig^ting 
infurre^on,  and  inforcing  the  murder  of  the  king  ^. 
Notwithftanding  the  fuccefs  which  attended  that  dif-  Behavfdur 
graceful  day,  and  the  meafures  which  were  purfued  and^otl!^ 
to  mfure  more  extcnfive  confequences  to  that  per-  Augufc 
fidious  plot  which,  after  fome  delays,  was  executed 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  he  is  faid  by  Brifibt  to  have 
been  fo  deficient  in  courage,    that  he  requefted 
Barbaroux  to  convey  him  to  Marfeilles  as  a  place  of 
&fety*.     He  was  appointed  <me  of  the  new  council 
gen^l  of  the  communey  who  declared  themfelves  in- 
aepeadcat  of  the  legiflature,   and  determined  to 
reader  an  account  of  their  conduct  to  none  but  the 
fifvereign  fe9pUy  in  their  primary  aflembliesS 

Soon  after  the  deftru6lion  of  royalty,  jealoufies  Q^farrelt 
b^aa  to  manifeft  themfelves  amongft  the  miniftry  ^^^^^ 
who  had  obtained  their  places  by  fuch  culpable 
violence.  Danton,  refolved  on  the  deftrudtion  of 
his  pedantic  colleagues,  employed  Marat  to  infult, 
and  make  them  odious  to  the  people.  The  incen« 
diary,  convinced  that  in  a  conteft  before  the  popu* 
lace,  be  would  be  fecure  of  fuccefs,  commenced  his 
attack  in  a  manner  truly  chara&eriftic.    Firft,  by 

'  Mercure  Pran^oit)  No.  du  i«  Mai  179a}  p*  iiS— no. 
r  See  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  39. 

*  Briflbt  a  tout  les  Repablicaint,  London  edition,  p.  17S.    I  con* 
rat  I  do  not  beliere  the  ftory.    BrifTot  fays  this  fupplication  was  made 

Ellie  eve  of  the  loth  of  Auguft»  a  day  too  bufy  for  Barbaroux  to 
T«  incumbered  himfelf  with  Marat,  and  Marat  was  that  very  day 
pade  op$  of  the  new  commune. 

*  Impartial  Hiftory,  Yol.  ii.  p.  119.    Peltier*t  late  Pi^urc,  vol.li. 
P»si3«    Moore's  Journal,  vol.  u  p*  335  to  33;. 
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bk  own  authority,  he  feized  four  prefles  from  this 
king's  printing-office  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  a 
fmiilar  number  which  had  been  taken  from  him% 
this  the  miniftry  dared  not  refift  or  refent.  As  foon 
as  the  aflembly  had  decreed  a  fum  to  be  at  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  adminiftration  for  the  purpofe  of  difperfing 
ufeful  publications,  he  applied  to  them  for  1 5,000 
livres  (6$6L  51.)  to  enable  him  to  publiOi  fome  of 
his  works.  Roland,  to  whom  the  application  was 
made,  refufed  to  give  the  fum  without  knowing  what 
was  to  be  publiihed  ;  Marat  Tent  him  a  large  bundle 
of  manufcripts  about  the  Chains  of  Slavery  which  he 
laid  before  the  council,  and  they  referred  the  matter 
to  Danton ;  the  event  was,  that  Marat  demanded 
and  obtained  the  required  fum  from  Orleans,  pofled 
placards  againit  the  incivifm  of  Roland,  and  pul> 
liflied  libels  againft  his  wife%  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  a  conteft  which  in  about  nine  months  over* 
threw  the  fadion  of  Briifotines. 
Bd  septem-  A  greater  fcene  of  horrors  was  now  to  be  aded, 
^nduaof  ^^^  ^^  P^^  affigned  to  Marat  was  congenial  to  his 
Marat,  abilities.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee 
of  infpeftion  (Surveillance)  hy  the  commune^  in 
which  capacity  he  afEfted  in  fillmg  the  prifons,  and 
by  his  fanguinary  journals  and  placards  inflamed  the 
populace**.  He  even  went  fo  for  as  to  obtain  from 
the  commune  an  order  for  the  arreftadon  of  Roland^ 
and  many  of  his  friends,  but  this  ftep  was  too 
daring  even  for  Danton,  he  fupprefled  the  execution 
of  it,  but  it  became  obvious  that  no  farther  meafurea 
were  to  be  kept  between  him  and  his  colleagues, 
whom  Marat  began  to  profcribe  and  denounce  with 
great  fury%     On  the  horrible  days  of  maffacres  he 

^  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  iii.  feUicr'i  late  Pi6lare,  Tol.  ii. 
p.  83. 

«  See  Roland*!  Apjpcal,  vol.  i.  p.  ii  i,  iii.  Pehier^i  lite  Piftitrri 
vol.  ii.  p.  3S5.    Conjuration  ded^Orleant,  vol.  iii,  p.  «X3. 

«*  Peltier's  late  Pidurc,  vol.  ii.  p.  iS9«  Moorc^s  Jouroalt  ▼©!•  i« 
p.  456«  ^ 

«  Roland's  Appeal,  voL  i.  p.  ioo« 
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iva&  conftantly  engaged ;  Panb  and  he  were  alter* 
oately  prefidents  of  a  committee  which  direded  and 
encouraged  the  proceedings  of  the  ailaflins,  in  the 
previous  arrangement  of  which  he  had  materially 
aiiifted^  His  condud  on  this  and  other  occafions 
was  fo  ferocious  as  almoft  to  juftif^  the  hyperbolical 
aflertion,  that  he  would  have  drunk  the  blood  of 
his  mother  out  of  the  cranium  of  his  father^. 

Meanwhile,  the  eledion  for  the  national  conven-  Bleaed 
tion  were  proceeding,  the  friends  of  Marat  were  de-  "J^^^^^^^  of 
tennined  to  obtain  him  a  feat ;  and  for  what  place !  ventiool 
not  for  an  obfcure  department,  where  his  name  was 
little  known,  and  his  vices  only  appeared  in  general 
details,  but  for  Paris,  the  capital  of  the  ftate,  the 
centre  of  his  crimes,  tJie  fcene  of  all  his  atrocities; 
Paris,  where  it  is  hardly  a  figure  to  fay  that  the  very 
walls  cried  out  againft  him,  as  a  murderer,  an  incen- 
diary, and  a  ruffian  more  fit  for  the  gibbet  than  the 
fenate.     To  procure  his  return  it  was  neceilary  to 
employ  the  eloquence  of  Chabot,  Danton,  and  Ro- 
befpierre,  and  the  more  effedual  aid  of  pike  and 
bludgeon  men,  who  terrified  the  refpe^ble  eleftors^ 
and  landioned  the  proceedings  of  voters  of  their  own 
clafs^     As  foon  as  Marat  had  obtained  a  feat  in  the 
l^iilature,  he  redoubled  his  audacity  and  virulence; 
previous  to  their  meeting  he  declared  that  if  they  did 
not  fettle  the  principles  of  government  in  eight  days, 
no  good  was  to  be  expeded  from  them ;  Ae  de-  19th  Sep- 
nounced  in  his  placards  many  of  the  newly-eleded  ^^^* 
members,  as  ariitocrats  and  counter- revolutlonifts^ 
the  generals  who  commanded  the  armies,  as  traitors, 
and  the  minifters,  except  Danton,  as  enemies  of 

'  Pigesy  vol.  I.  p.  479, 4^0.    Peltier^s  Ute  Pifture^  vol.  ii.  pt477* 
Conjuration  tie  d*Orlean8>  vol.  iii.  p,  aoS.  , 

^C  QijQted  by  P*g^»  vol.  ii.  p«s9.  See  alfo  Garat*t  Meinoirf»  p.i6« 
^  Impartial  Hi£»ry,  vol.  ii.  p.  iS^  Moore't  Journal,  vol.  i« 
p.  317.^391.  Appel  a  Plmpartiale  Poiterit^,  vol.  ii.p.  69.  It  muft 
W  oMcrv€d  that  Kobefpierre  in  his  defend  againft  Louvet*t  accufation. 
vfaich  it  very  pointed  on  thii  AihjeA,  denicf  having  recommended 
lUU9tt.«>Scc  RoMtrunits. 
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freedom.  So  little  was  he  fetisfied  with  the  date  of 
things  while  the  BrifTotines  bore  fway,  that  the  very 
day  after  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  he  exdted 
the  jacobin  club  againft  them*  He  perfevered  in 
his  incendiary  placards,  and  even  reproached  the 
people  for  their  forbearance  in  not  perpetrating  new 

4th  oao-    maflacres.     **  O,  people  of  talk  !*'  he  obferved,  *'  if 

bcr.  M  yQ^  jjj  jjy^  know  how  to  aft*  !'* 

PcfpSfcdin      But  though  he  was  ftrongly  fupported  in,  and 

the  con-     inftigated  to  thefe  meafures  by  his  party  in  the  com- 

¥e»tioB,  jjjune  and  in  the  clubs,  even  they  had  not  intrepidity 
enough  openly  to  countenance  him  in  the  conven- 
tion. There  the  hideoufnefs  of  his  appearance,  the 
fqualer  of  his  attire,  the  infamy  of  his  charafter,  the 
audacity  with  which  he  outraged  truth,  decency,  and 
order,  made  every  one  afliamed  to  own  a  connesdon 
with  him.  Was  a  charge  made  on  his  party,  of 
murderous  principles,  or  views  of  eftablifliing  a 
dtftator,  when  every  one  Ihrunk  from  the  avowal  of 
fuch  defigns,  he  was  ever  ready  to  ftand  in  the 
breach,  deriding  the  affaults  of  eloquence,  trium- 
pliantly  confeffing  the  whole  charge,  juftifying  him- 
lelf,  and  impudently  retorting  crimination,  fcorn, 
smd  pky  on  his  accufers^ 

Kfimity  to    '  It  would  be  an  extremely  tedious  and  unintereft- 
thc  Bi  if.     ing  labor  to  relate  all  the  motions  and  denunciations 

f^  made  by  and  againft  him,  from  the  firft  fitting  of 

the  convention  to  the  end  of  the  year.  He  was  the 
avowed  contemner  and  fcourge  of  the  Briffotines, 
the  unceafing  opponent  of  Roland,  whom  he  ftig- 
madzed  in  his  journals,  placards,  and  fpeedies  in 
the  convention,  as  well  as  at  the  Jacobin  club,  as  the 
enemy  of  the  republic,^  as  a  tyrant,  who  iffued  arbi- 
trary kttres  de  cachet^  and  as  a  public  peculator 
ai^L  defaulter'.    He  was  undoubtedly  inft^ated  to 

t  Loavet*ft  Narrsitivey  p.  iS.  t%.  Moore*s  Jouraa],  virf*  i.p,  4.s«u 
416. 

k  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  17I.  459.    I^efefttH. 

1  Louvet*t  Narrative,  p.  14*  KoUnd*!  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p«  iiS. 
Mercui'e  Francois  du  xo  O^obre  f;^}, 
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thefe  meafures  by  Rdbefpierre  and  Danton^  and  the 
Briflbdnes  were  anxious  to  confound  and  difgraCe 
him.  But  in  this  they  proceeded,  as  ufual,  by  in- 
trigue inftead  of  courageous  affault ;  they  formed 
parties  to  prevent  his  accefs  to  the  tribune,  and, 
inftead  of  a  wdUdigefted  attack,  exhaufted  them« 
felves  in  aflfeded  declamations  and  feeble  recrimina- 
tions* A  defcription  of  one  of  thefe  fcenes  will  »5*s«i^ 
fhew  all  the  atrocity  and  infolence  of  his  charafter,  **'"^'^* 
and  difplay  the  feeble  conduct  of  his  opponents- 
After  a  difcuifion  in  which  Rebecqui  and  Barbaroux 
accufed  Robefpierr^  of  afpiring  to  the  didhrtorfhip, 
Marat '  prefented  himfelf  at  the  tribune,  to  anfwer 
a  part  of  the  complaint  in  which  he  himfelf  had  been 
implicated.  Vioknt  murmurs  arofc.  **  It  would  Hitfpcedu 
"  appear,"  he  faid,  "  that  I  have  a  great  many 
**  perfonal  enemies  in  this  affembly." — *'  That  we 
^*  are  all,''  exclaimed  three-fourths  of  the  members* 
Marat  refumed  with  the  mod  unruffled  ferenity: 
**  I  have  a  great  many  perfonal  enemies  in  this 
"  affembly ;  I  call  them  to  decency.  I  exhort  them 
"  to  moderate  their  furious  clamours,  and  indecent 
**  menaces  againft  a  man  who  has  rendered  more 
"  fervices  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  to  themfelves, 
"  than  they  are  aware  of.  Let  them,  for  once, 
"  learn  to  liften !  I  am  grateful  to  the  fecret  hand 
**  which  has  thrown  in  the  midft  of  you  a  vain 
^^  phantom,  to  alarm  the  timid,  create  divifions 
*^  among  good  citizens,  and  ca(t  a  ftigma  on  the 
"  deputies  of  the  city  of  Paris.  They  are  accufed 
<<  of  afpiring  to  a  di6btor(hip,  a  triumvirate,  or  k 
^^  tribuneihip;  this  abfurd  accufation  could  not 
".have  found  credit  but  for  my  being  one  of  the 
**  perfons  to  whom  it  applies.  Well  theni  it 
**  becomes  an  aflt  of  juftice  in  me  to  declare  tha[t 
^  my  colleagues,  Robefpierre,  Danton,  and  the 
*'  Tell,  have  conftantly  oj^ofed  the  idea  of  a  dfc- 
**  tatorihip9  though  I  have  publiflied  it  in  my 
"  journals^  and  have  had  feveral  difputes  with  them 

D  3  ^  on 


MARAT. 

**  on  the  fubjeft.  I  believe  I  am  the  firft,  or  rather 
•*  the  only  political  writer  in  France  who  has  pre- 
•*  fented  it  to  the  public  as  the  only  mode  of  crufli- 
•*  ing  traitors  and  confpirators.  If  this  opinion  be 
**  a  crime,  I  alone  am  culpable ;  on  my  head  the 
**  vengeance  of  the  nation  ought  to  fall :  but  before 
**  I  am  cenfured  or  punifhed  let  me  be  heard. 

**  Surrounded  by  eternal  machinSitions  againft  the 
**  country ;  feeing  the  repeated  confpiracies  of  a 
**  perfidious  king  and  a  deteftable  court ;  feeing 
**  the  villany  of  that  hoft  of  traitors,  who  in  the 
**  conftituent  as  well  as  the  legiflative  affembly, 
*'  bafely  fold  the  rights  of  the  people ;  will  you  im- 
**  pute  it  to  me  as  a  crime  to  have  propofed  the 
*^  only  meafure,  in  my  apprehenfion,  calculated  to 
**  ftop  us  on  the  brink  of  that  precipice  into  which 
"  they  were  dragging  us?  When  the  conftituted 
**  autnorities  were  of  no  other  ufe  than  to  deftroy 
**  freedom,  and  to  murder  the  patriots,  in  the  name 
•*  of  the  law,  will  you  impute  it  to  me  as  a  crime  to 
**  have  called  down  on  their  guilty  heads,  the  axe 
**  of  popular  vengeance  ?  No,  the  people  themfelves 
"  would  difavow  you ;  for,  if  they  have  not  fol- 
**  lowed  my  advice,  they  have,  too  late,  felt,  of 
**  themfelves,  that  they  had  no  refource  left  te 
**  efcape  the  rage  of  their  tyrants,  but  by  takin? 
**  into  their  own  hands  the  didatorial  power,  ai^a 
"  ridding  themfelves  of  traitors. 

**  I,  more  than  any  one,  have  trembled  at  the  id6a 
•*  of  thofe  terrible  commotions ;  and  that  they  might 
*^  not  be  always  in  vain,  that  the  people  might  not 
*'  be  forced  to  renew  them,  I  was  defirous  that  they 
*^  fhould  be  direded  by  fome  citizen,  whc^fe  pru- 
*^  dence,  juftice,  and  firmnefs  might,  at  on6e,  have 
**  fecured  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  public.  If 
**  the  neceflity  of  this  mcafure  could  have  been  felt 
**  at  the  epoch  of  the  capture  of  the  Baftille,  five 
*'  hundred  rafcally  heads  would  have  fallen,  and 
<<  peace  and  liberty  would  have  been  eftablifhed  from 
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^  that  period  for  ever ;  inftead  of  which,  for  want 
^^  of  difplaying  that  energy,  equally  prudent  and 
**  necelfory,  a  hundred  thoufand  patriots  have  been 
*'  butchered,  and  a  hundred  thoufand  more  are 
**  threatened  with  the  fame  fate.  To  prove  that  I 
**  had  no  view  of  making  this  didator,  tribune,  or 
**  triumvir,  (for  what  fignifies  the  name,)  a  tyrant, 
**  fuch  as  folly,  prefuming  on  the  ufe  of  a  word, 
**  might  have  reprefented  him,  but  a  devoted  viftim 
•*  to  the  coimtry,  whofe  lot  no  ambitious  man 
♦*  would  envy,  my  projed  was,  that  the  duration 
**  of  his  authority  (hould  be  limited  to  a  few  days, 
♦*  that  it  (hould  only  extend  to  the  condemnation  of 
^^  traitors ;  and  even,  that  a  cannon-ball  fliould  be 
^*  chained  to  his  foot,  that  he  himfelf  might  always 
**  be  within  the  reach  of  the  people.  All  vigorous 
^  meafures  have,  at  firft  fight,  appeared  abfurd  to 
•^  many,  particularly  to  the  deputies  of  the  people  ; 
**  they  were  ever  confident  of  their  own  wifdom, 
**  and  they  would  have  ruined  the  country  if  the 
**  people  had  not  trampled  under  foot  their  cowardly 
**  fyftems.  My  ideas,  however  revohing  they 
**  might  appear,  tended  only  to  the  public  good, 
*•  for  no  perfon  was  ever  more  fond  than  myfelf  of 
**  order,  and  thereiga  of  juft  laws.  If  your  ideas 
^*  are  not  fufficiently  elevated  to  enable  you  to  un- 
**  derftand  me,  fo  much  the  worfe  for  you. 

*^  Such  is  my  opinion ;  I  have  not  privately  iii- 
♦*  finuated  it  to  a  confidential  circle ;  I  have  printed, 
<*  and  put  my  name  to  it.  Was  it  the  opinion  of  a 
•*  madman  ?  I  was  to  be  pitied.  Was  it  dangerous  ? 
**  It  was  incumbent  on  men  more  enlightened  than 
**  myfelf,  to  expofe  it,  inftead  of  direding  againft 
•*  my  perfon  the  daggers  of  aflaflination,  and  the 
^  bayonets  of  defpotifin. 

"  My  enemies,  have  dared  to  impute  to  me  views 
«<  of  ambition.  If  I  had  been  wilUng  to  fet  a  price 
^^  (m  my  filence,  I  might  have  been  gorged  with  gold ; 
**  yet  1  am  poor.    In  the  iiervi(;c  of  my  qpuntry  I 
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^  have  braved  mifery,  dangers,  and  infuhs ;  incef* 
^  fantly  purfued  by  legions  of  aflaffins,  I  have  wan* 
**  dered  during  the  fpace,  of  three  years  from  one 
^  fubterraneous  habitation toanocher;  Ihavepreached 
"  the  truth  when  a  log  was  my  pillow.  If  la  Fayette, 
**  or  any  other  enemy  of  liberty,  had  _  been  able  to 
*^  feize  my  perfon,  the  moft  ardent  defender  of 
**  liberty  would  h^ve  been  no  more. 

^^  Legiflators !  condefcend  to  open  your  eyes.  In« 
*^  (lead  of  confuming  your  precious  time  in  fcandal* 
'^  ous  quarrels,  dr^  to  afford  a  landion  to  the 
♦*  manoeuvres  of  intrigue,  by  giving  currency  to  ab- 
^^  furd  reports,  artfully  circulated  to  retard  the  grand 
^^  work  of  the  conftitution ;  and  to  put  my  enemies 
**  themfelves  to  a  painful  trial,  let  me  prds  you  to 
<^  fulfil  the  true  object  of  your  miflion,  by  immedi* 
**  ately  perfefting  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  hy- 
•*  ing  the  foundations  of  a  juft  and  free  govern- 
*'  ment.'' 

.  This  fpeech  made  fuch  an  imprei&on  on  the  con-^ 
vention,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  have  terminated 
the  difcufEon,  by  paffing  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  Vergniaud  faid : 

**  If  there  is  a  misfortime  attached  to  the  fituation 
•^  of  reprefentative  of  the  people,  by  which  I  am 
**  peculiarly  affefted,  it  is  that  pf  being  obliged  to 
<^  afcend  this  tribune  after  a  man  ftill  obnoxious  to 
**  decrees  of  arreft,  which  he  has  not  difcharged." 

This  opening  fhocked  the  friends  of  Marat :  ^^  Do 
*'  you  mean  the  decrees  of  the  Chatelet  ?*'  inquu*ed 
Chabot*  **  Or  thofe  with  whicl\  he  was  honored  for 
^'  having  overthrown  la  Fayette  ?*^  added  Tallien. 
Verginaud  continued : 

^^  It  13  that  of  taking  the  place  of  a  man,  againft 
s  ^^  whom  a  decree  of  acculation  has  been  obtained, 
^'  and  who  has  lifted  his  audacious  head  above  the 
^'  laws ;  in  a  word,  a  man  dripping  with  cahmmy, 
^*  gall,  and  blood.*'  After  fbme  confufion,  occa- 
fipaed  by  thediiaj^n^tioQ  pf  thegalleiiiSrVeifm*. 
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and  denounced  an  addrefs,  figned  by  die  committee 
of  inQ>edion  of  Paris,  which  had  been  previoufly 
denounced  to  the  legiflative  aflembly.  As  this  addrefs 
contained  nothing  but  the  exprejjion  of  the  moji  ener^ 
geticjentiments  ^  liberty^  terminated  'by  an  invitation 
to  the  departments^  to  unite  with  the  Parijians  to  repel 
the  enemies  who  threatened  the  cc^italj  the  orator  com^ 
mented  on  it  in  vain  ;  the  only  fenfation  produced^  was 
that  of  ajiomjhment  at  hearing  it  denounced  ". 

B<^leau  produced  a  number  of  Marat's  journal, 
which  he  pr^ended  had  been  publifhed  that  very 

n  I  have  tranflated  this  fentence  from  Robefpierre ;  but  to  enable  the 
reader  to  form  a  judgment  of  this  fuppofed  barwilffi  paper,  I  have  added 
it  at  kngtbf  as  tranflated  by  Dr,  Moore.  Journal,  yol.  ii.  p«  40*  See 
aJfo  Roland's  Appeal,  ?ol  i.  p.  109. 

"  Brethren  and  friends  1  a  horrid  plot,  planned  by  the  court,  to 
'*  mnrder  all  the  patriots  of  the  French  empire  \  a  plot  in  which  agreat 
**  number  of  the  national  sfirenibly  were  engaged,  havings  on  the  ninth 
*^  of  lail  month,  forced  the  comrnuuedeParU  to  thccruel  neceflity  of  mak- 
"  ing  ule  of  the  power  of  the  people  to  fave  the  nation  \  the  com^ 
**  mane  has  neglected  nothing  for  the  fervioe  of  the  country, 

'*  After  the  approbation  which  the  national  aflembly  itfelf  beftowe4 
"  on  the  commune,  could  it  have  been  imagined  that  new  plots  wei^ 
**  pro|e£iing  in  fllence,  which  broke  forth  at  the  moment  when  the 
"  national  afTembly,  forgetting  that  (he  had  declared  that  the  eMu* 
**  mune  d*  Parit  had  faved  the  country,  haflened  to  diflblve  that  very 
^  comniuntty,  as  a  recompence  for  all  its  faithful  fervices. 

"  Proud  of  pofleflio^  the  full  confidence  of  the  nation,  which  wt 
"  are  relblved  to  deftrve  more  and  more ;  placed  in  the  centre  of  all 
*'  the  confpiracies,  and  determined  to  perim  in  defence  of  the  public^ 
**  we  cannot  boaft  of  having  entirely  fulfilled  our  duty,  till  we 
*'  iball  obtain  your  approbation,  which  is  the  obje6l  of  all  our 
**  wtflies,  and  of  which  we  cannot  be  certain,  till  all  the  departments 
**  htvtJanSiotttdmnrmeafurnfortbibublicfafety.  Prof  effing  principles  of 
'<  the  moft  perfefl  equality,  wiioing  no  other  privilege,  but  that  of 
**  prefenting  ourfelves  the  nrft  at  the  breach,  we  will  put  ourfelves  on 
'*  a  level  with  the  fmalleft  municipality  in  the  nation,  as  foon  as  the 
'*  dangers  which  now  threaten  the  country  are  ]iaft. 

*'  Informed  that  bands  of  barbarians  are  advancing,  the  tommum 
"  ir  Ptrit  haftens  to  acquaint  all  the  departments,  that  part  of  thofe 
**  furious  confpirators  detained  in  the  prifons  of  Paris  have  been 
'<  potto  death  by  the  people  $  an  mS  •/  jtt0iet  mtbitbfimed  indifimifMe^  !• 
*'  friht  terror  into  the  breads  of  thofe  legions  of  traitors  hid  within  her 
*'  walls,  at  the  time  when  the  citizens  were  about  to  march  againft 
'*  the  enemy*  And  bo  doubt  the  nation,  after  that  long  fuceeffion  <»f 
**  treafons  which  have  brought  her  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  wili  bafitm  f 
^  sdwpt  m  meafurt  ft  ttfeful  cndmcejfgry  \  and  all  the  inhabitants  <A  Prance  / 

"  wiil  fiiy  like  tbe  parifians :  Let  Qs  march  againft  the  enemy,  but, 
*^  let  US  la^llmHMwd ui^htfud of  viHaiu,  to  wutrdtr  our  trivet  oml  ekU^ 

morning, 
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morning,  from  which  he  read  thefe  words :  "  Con^ 
♦*  fidering  the  temper  of  the  majority  of  the  deputies, 
**  I  defpair  of  the  public  welfare ;  if  in  the  eight 
**  firft  fittings,  the  fundamental  points  of  the  conlti* 
**  tution  be  not  decreed,  fifty  years  of  anarchy  await 
"  you,  from  which,  you  can  only  be  relieved  by  ap- 
**  pointing  a  diftator.**  ITiis  extradt  revived  in  the 
aflembly  all  the  violence  of  its  former  agitations, 
and  there  was  a  general  outcry.  To  the  abbaye  !  T9 
the  guillotine  !  In  the  midll  of  the  tumult,  Boileau 
moved  for  a  decree  of  accufation  againfl  the  mon- 
fter. 

Marat,  with  much  difficulty,  obtained  a  hearing, 
and  with  unrufiled  compofure  faid :  "  I  intreat 
"  the  aflembly  not  to  give  th^mfelves  up  to  fuch  an 
**  excefs  of  rage  againft  me,  I  can  eafily  reply  to  the 
**  new  accufations  of  my  adverfaries.  They  have 
**  not  blufhed  to  advance  the  decrees  of  accufation 
**  obtained  againft  me  by  the  courtly  proftitutes  of  the 
*^  conftituent  and  legiflative  affemblies.  I  pride  my* 
*'  felf  in  them,  as  titles  of  glory.  I  muft  obferve, 
•*  however,  to  thofe  who  know  not  how  to  appreciate 
**  them,  that  they  are  annulled ;  the  people  have  an- 
**  nulled  them  in  calling  me  hither  to  defend  their 
**  rights,  and  by  that  judgment  have  indentified  my 
**  caufe  with  their  own. 

"  As  for  the  paper  which  has  juft  been  denounced, 
*'  and  which  I  am  challenged  to  difavow^Far  from 
•'  me  be  fuch  a  difavowal — Never  did  untruth  iflue 
*^  from  my  lips  ;  and  to  fear,  my  heart  is  a  ftranger. 
**  But  I  muft  inform  you,  that  is  not,  as  has  been 
**  advanced,  a  publication  of  to-day;  it  appeared 
**  ten  days  ago.  I  compofed  it  at  a  time  when  the 
*'  national  convention  was  not  yet  formed,  when  I 
"  was  an  indignant  witnefs  of  the  re-eleftion  of  thofe 
*'  unfaithful  deputies,  whom  I  had  denounced,  efpecially 
**  that  faftion  of  the  Gironde,  by  which  I  am  this 
**  day  perfecuted.  But  an  inconteftible  proof  of 
"  my  wilh  to  remain  united  to  you,  and  the  real 
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**  opmion  I  have  formed  of  the  firft  labors  of  thi 
^  national  convention,  may  be  found  in  the  firft  num- 
**  ber  of  a  journal,  intitled,  Le  Journal  de  la  Repub- 
^  liqtiCj  printed  this  day.  That  will  explain  to  you 
**  my  real  fentiments,  much  better  than  the  treache-  , 
"  rous  annotations  which  accompanied  the  reading 
^<  you  have  already  heard.*' 

The  paper  was  read,   it  reftored  the  favorable    • 
opinion  of  the  aifembly.     Marks  of  an  agreeable 
furprife  and  intereft  fucceed  the  impetuous  fenfations 
by  which  it  had  been  previoufly  agitated.     Marat 
again  aTc^nded  the  tribune. 

**-Permit  me  now,**  faid  he,  "  to  recal  you  to  your- 
^  felves,  and  to  fix  your  attention  on  the  dangers  of 
**  prepoffeffion  and  anger.  What  then  !  if  by  the 
"  negligence  of  my  printer,  my  journal  had  not  ap- 
**  peared  to-day,  you  would  have  devoted  me  to 
"the  fword  of  tyranny i  But  no— it  would  not 
**  have  been  in  your  power  to  perpetrate  fuch  an  aft 
"  of  iniquity.  I  had  in  my  own  pofleffion  the  means 
"  of  retaining  my  liberty ;  and,  if  you  had  voted  a 
**^  decree  of  accufation,  this  weapon  (hould  have 
"  refcued  me  from  the  fury  of  my  perfecutors.** 
Saying  thefe  words,  he  drew  n-om  his  pocket  a  pifto!, 
and  put  it  to  his  head.  The  convention  paffed  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  on  all  the  denunciations  ". 

Marat  was  ftili  diftinguifhed,  by  his  habitual  hatred  HttredoT 
of  eminent  charaflers.     When  Dumouriez  enjoyed  P""*^- 
the  moft  flattering  partiality  of  his  countrymen,  Marat  ***^ 
exhibited  himfelf  as  his  detradlor,  he  ftigmatized  him 
as  an  ariftocrat,  reproached  him  with  having  con- 
nived at  the  efcape  of  the  Pruffians  out  of  France ; 
from  finifter  motives,  took  the  part  of  thofe  who 
murdered  the  Pruflian  d^ferters  at  Rhetal ;  moved 
an  accufatjon  againft  him  in  the  convention,  and  in-i^thtnJ 
the  Jacobin  club ;  purfued  him  with  infults  and  in-  i'^  o&. 
juries  into  a  private  company,  where  he  was  partak- 

B  This  sfMrrati?e  if  taken  from  Robeipierre  ales  Commettin8,yol.  i. 
p.  %t  to  91*  See  alio  Moore's  Journal^  vol.  ii.  p.  3^  to  44.  Debetei. 
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ingof  an  entertainmdit ;  and  when  he  let  otit  on  his 
expedition  againft  Flanders,  declared  publicly^  ami 
in  print,  that  he  went  only  with  a  view  of  over-nm- 
ning  thofe  provinces,  to  msdce  himfelf  duke  of  &t^ 
bant^l 
rerfeanioii  His  exertibns  againft  the  general  were,  however, 
•f****  trifling  in  comparifon  to  thofe  he  uTed  againft  thte 
^*^  king  and  queen*  To  increafe  the  miferies  of  their 
fituation,  to  inflame  the  public  refentment  againft 
them  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  to  accelerate  a  death 
of  tmmerited  ignominy ;  to  thcfe  ends  he  bent  all 
his  powers.  In  the  convention,  in  the  dubs,  in  the 
ftreets ;  his  fpeeches,  his  journals,  his  placards  were 
replete  with  the  bittereft  invedives ;  and  moft  fla* 
grant  untruths,  againft  thofe  unfortunate  vidims  oi 
popular  frenzy  and  delufion.  Every  method  was 
ufi^  which  malice  could  fuggeft,  to  prefent  the  de- 
graded monarch  to  the  people  as  an  objeft  of  coii* 
tempt  and  abhorence ;  not  only  his  imputed  crimes, 
butthemisfortuneswhich  the  intriguers  and  infurgents 
had  brought  on  him,  were  equally  held  forth  as  mo- 
tives of  deteftation ;  and  the  injuftice  the  nation  had 
already  committed,  or  connived  at,  in  the  murder 
of  many  individuals,  whofe  only  crime  ;aras  loyalty, 
was  urged  as  a  reafon  for  their  perfevering  in  the 
fame  caufe,  and  imbruing  their  hands  in  the  blood 
silNpy»  of  the  fovercign**.  His  activity  on  this  occaiion 
excited  popular  refentment ;  his  houfe  was  once  fur- 
rounded  by  a  mob  who  demanded  his  head,  and  at 
•another  time,  the  fidires  vowed  vengeance  againft 
him,  infomuch,  that  he  pretended  to  be  alarm^  for 
his  &fety,  and,  was  indulged  by  Santerre  with  a  guard 
near  his  place  of  abode  '^. 


•  Life  of  General  Dumonriez,  vol  iii .  p.  «6o.  ajo.  Meirure  Fran- 
ks, No.  du  a?  O^obrt  i79*»  P-  s39*  *S3*  a6»*  Moore^f  Journal, 
vol.  ii.  p.  163  to  170.      See  DuMOURiEZ.- 

P  Impartial  Hlftory/vo).  ii.  p.  si  5.  Moorc^i  Journal,  vol.  m 
p.  ft  80. 

s  GoufksMU*!  Epodit.  Moore*s  Jovraal,  val«  ii«  p,  |i|o. 
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At  lengdi.  bis  mafigntty  was  gratttied^  by  the  de- 
cite  diat  ordered  the  king  to  the  bar  of  the  conven- 
tioa,  and  ftill  further  by  the  refult  of  his  trial,  which 
he  promoted  with  unabated  rancor ;  combating  every 
argument  tending  to  mercy^  and  overwhelming  witnt 
sd)ufe  and  mifreprefientation   all  who  oppofed   the 
HmgiHnary  meafure  he  was  jefolved  to  carry.     It  was 
obfenred,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  king's  appearance 
at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  his  face,  for  the  firft 
time,  wc»e  the  fmile  of  £atisiadion;    and,   as  an 
equally  extraordinary  phenomenon,   that  he  was 
drefled  in  a  new  fuit  of  clothes.     He  moved,  that 
die  crime  of  foreftalling  grain  and  money,    of  at  loih  Dec 
iaflbations  under  pretence  of  law,  and  many  other 
charges,  ihould  be  added  to  the  king's  accufation. 
Yet  It  maj  ferve  to  prove  the  inconfiftency  of  his 
diarader,that,  then^ktday,  he  moved  that  all  charges     ndu 
aHuding  to  crimes  committed  before  his  acceptance 
of  the  conftatuticm,  fhould  be  omitted  in  hk  aft  of 
aecuTsldon,  which  was  over-ruled  by  his  colleagues  \ 
Thii  aft  of  juftice  in  him  was   merely  fortuitous  ; 
befoon  refumed  his  wonted  ferocity ;  on  the  queftion 
of  pimiflunent,  he  voted  for  death,  with  execution  i^th  jaii« 
of  the  fentcnce  within  four-and-twenty  hours;  and  "793. 
on  the  queftion  of  refpite,  he  repeated  the  fame  «9*Jan* 
K^fimonSj  which  he  accompanied  with  the  mof(  cla-> 
iborous  abufe  of  thofe  who  oppofed  them  *. 

While  this  trial  was  depending,  he  ftood  candidate  Candidate 
fertbe  office  of  mayor  of  Paris,  vacant  by  the  re-  ^y^^ 
^nation  of  Petion,  but  he  obtained  only  iorty-one  ^* 

iwrages^  He  had  been  denounced  by  Claviere^ 
for  having,  as  member  of  the  committee  of  infpec- 
tion,  refiifed  to  give  any  account  of  the  eff^fts, 
jt#€4s,  gold,  affignats,  and  papers,  found  at  th^ 
hcH^  of  the  treafurer  of  the  civil  lift.  A  decree 
made  tiiat  they  ftiould  be  tranfmitted  to  the  na- 


'  ^  Detefn«  Mooic*f  .Jottnnlf  vol.  i{.  p»  597.  5»9.  et  pafllm. 
*  Moure's  1o«fmI|  vol.  ii.  p.  5*7^  Dtbates* 
t  .^Ibfcarr  Frtn^it,  No.  du  %  Nof embre  J79S,  p.  4.1. 
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Honofcd    tional  treafury  mthin  four-aiMl.twenty  hours.    H^ 
^Vdb'      '^^  accompanied  by  Robefpierre,  went  to  the  Ja- 
*"*•  cobin  club,  where  he  was  received  with  acclamation 
and  ent^ufiafin.     He  was  honored  with  the  title 
of  magnanitmus ;  and  his  profound  fagacity  in  re^ 
commending  fuch  numerous  decollations  was  h^hljr 
applauded^     Great  complaints  were  made  of  the 
incivifm  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  mim'ftera,  and 
he  refolved  to  feek  for  refuge  in  his  fouterrain. 
Here  he  remained  but.  three  days,  though  he  con- 
#  tinned  for  a  much  longer  time  to  date  his  papers 
from  thence.     He  did  not  in  them  aflume  a  ftyle 
of  greater  moderation,  but  dill  continued  to  advife 
the  cutting  oflf  of  heads,  the  partition  of  property, 
and  the  plunder  of  the  wealthy  \ 
Hit  vio.        In  the  conteft  between  his  party  and  the  Brif* 
^?^        Ibtines  he  was  fignally  ferviceable  j  for  though  the 
^Xt.  ^  difguft  excited  by  his  appearance  in  the  convention 
was  fuch  that  even  his  known  intimates  appeared^ 
afhamed  to  aflbciate  with  him,  though  Damon  pro* 
feifed  to  diflike,  and  Robefpierre  denied  having 
much  connection  with  him,  yet  his  intrepidity  in 
all  matters  where  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended 
but  fhame,  and  his  facility  in  inciting  infurredioa 
and  intriguing  with  the  mob,  rendered  him  a  necef« 
iary  affodate  in  their  projedts.     The  BrUfotines, 
who  had  felt  the  effects  of  his  malice,  were  anxious 
to  procure  his  expulfion  from  the  aflembly,  or  his 
execution,  but  he  had  taken  too  firm  root  in  the 
£2Lvour  of  the  populace  to  fear  the  refult  of  their  ex* 
ertions.     Briflbt  now  wrote,  and  Vergniaud  and; 
Louvet  declaimed,  in  vain;  they  had  it  in  then:- 
power  to  have  cruihed  him  during  the  firfl  admim-i 
Itration  of  Roland,  but  his  libels  on  the  court  were 
then  too  ferviceable ;  they  foftered  the  iierpent  to!^ 
fting  the  royat  family,  and  were  afterwards  t^^iwr 

<  Mercure  Frtn9oit«  du  lo  Novembre  xj^%i  |i«  96.  rio»  iu»    Dn 
97  NoTcmbce,  p.  194.    Moore*s  Journal,  tpU  IL  p.  397. 
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jfelv^  defisrvedly  vidims  to  his  veaoiiL  Rdlrai&ed 
by  no  impulfe  of  fhame  or  fenfe  of  truths  he  re- 
turned their  farcafms  with  grofs  abufe,  their  accu- 
&tions  with  recTimination,  calling  them  royaliils, 
ariftocrats,  mvfcadim^  and  heaping  on  them  every 
charge  which  was  likely  to  inflame  the  public  mind: 
he  alfo  accufed  them,  and  not  without  truth,  of  being 
acceflaries  by  their  connivance  to  the  ads  of  the  2d 
of  September.  The  oppofition  made  by  that  incon- 
fiftent  fa&ion  to  the  progrefs  of  the  king's  trial, 
afforded  him  a  ftill  greater  opportunity  of  reprefent- 
ing  them  to  the  public  as  royalifts ;  and  the  refult 
of  that  tranfaction  rendered  their  deftruftion  eafy. 
From  the  period  of  the  king's  execution,  Marat  was 
afie&edly  held  forth  by  his  partifans  as  a  teft  in  re- 
volutionary opinions;  thofe  who  did  not  think  exadly 
as  he  did  were  reckoned  counter-revolutionifts.  His 
afcendancy  was  fo  great,  that  the  convention  was 
often  obliged  to  fufpend  all  other  deliberations  to 
attend  to  his  egotifms,  whims,  and  impertinences* 
In  vain  were  decrees  made  againft  him,  he  violated 
them  the  moment  they  were  formed,  fecure  of  im- 
punity from  the  influence  of  the  mob  over  the  en- 
(laved  and  cowardly  legiflature ". 

His    rancor   againft    Dumouriez,    which     had  Rancor 
known  no  intermiffion,  led  him  to  depreciate  all  his  ^§^^, 
fuccefles,  and  condantly  point  him  out  as  a  traitor  ri«t. 
to  the  country.    The  famous  battle  of  Jemappe  he 
treated  as  a  treacherous  exertion  of  the  general  to 
occafion  a  wanton  lacriiice  of  the  Parifian  recruits  '• 
He  prophefied  that  he  would  defert  like  la  Fayette  ; 
and  to  exafperate  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  af- 
fisrted  that  his  aides-dc-cantp  wallowed  in  gold  and 

■  SeeRoland^s  Appeal,  ?ol.  i.  p.  5.  119.  Peltier^s  late  Pi^are« 
rol.  ii.  p.  «95.  493*  Mercure  Frangois,  No.  du  19  Septembre  17999 
Moore*f  Journal,  ?ol.  i.  p.  455.  ?oK  ii.  p^  234,  %i$*  Young*s  Ex- 
ample of  France,  p*  iS. 

a  Mercure  Fran^oiii  Nq*  da  17  Nor.  1791*  Moore*t  Joumily 
f«l«  ii.  p.  413. 
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fihrcT,  md  made  uie  of  a^piats  of  fifty  Imoi 
(2/.  3^.  9dL)  to  ligfat  their  pipes  ^  The  accom« 
l^iflun^t  of  this  precfidicH^  though  produced  in  a 
great  degree  by  the  treachery  of  the  Mountain,  and 
by  his  own  calumnies,  raifed  him  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nrifians,  and  inflame4  his  vanity  to  the  higheft 
pitch. 
Cemtttt  He  took  advantage  of  this  drcumftance  to  re^ 

BrliibN^     double  his  attacks  on  the  oppofing  &dion;  he 
iMt.         charged  them  with  being  accomplices  of  the  general, 
and,  as  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club,  figned  an  ad- 
drefs  exhorting  the  popular  focieties  to  unite,  and 
by  reiterated  petitions  compel  the  convention  to 
expel  thofe  unfaithful  abettors  of  Dumouriez,  who 
betrayed  their  trull,  and  did  not  vote  for  the  death 
sStb  Feb.  of  the  tyrant.    Previous  to  this  period,  Salles  had 
'^'^*       denounced  him  for  publifhing  an  inflammatory  jour- 
nal, inviting  the  people  to  murder  and  pillage ;  but, 
as  Marat  was  fupported  by  the  galleries,  this  had  no 
other  effeft  than  to  throw  the  conventbn  into  one 
of  thofe  convulfions  which  then  generally  termi- 
nated  their  debates.    They  alfo  procured  an  addrefs 
from  the  popular  focieties  at  Amiens,  reqmring, 
amongfl  other  things,  a  decree  of  accufadon  againit 
him ;  but  the  convtotion  pafled  to  the  order  of  the 
day  '.    In  return,  he  accufed  the  Briffotines  of  har-i 
ing  2d>etted  the  pillage  of  the  fhops  which  took 
place  in  February,  and  of  the  confpiracy  of  the  loth 
of  March  \     But  thefe  were  only  preludes*  to  a 
i<(  April    more  daring  attack :  he  vratured  to  denounce  three 
'*'"•     hundred  deputies,  as  confpirators  devoted  to  Briflbt 
and  tus  coadjutors ;  but  this  attempt  £Uled  of  fiac- 
eefs.    He  foon  however  returned  to  the  charge,  and 
pointedlv  accufed  the  Briflbtines  of  being  accom* 
plices  with  Dumouriez ;  but  this  denundadon  had 

f  Life  of  Dumouries^  vol.  iii.  p.  389. 4.04.    Louyet*!  Nurni^vc^ 
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•ftd  othfer  cflfeft  than  to  create  a  confiifion  fo  violent 
that  the  prefident  was  obliged  to  put  on  his  hat* 
The  adverfe  party  difplayed  an  unexpefted  courage 
and  unanimity;  fwords  were  drawn. on  each  fide, 
and  thefe  foi-dUant  Romans,  this  alTembly  of  philo- 
fophers,  thirfting  for  blood  and  inflamed  with  mu- 
tual hatred,   were  more  like  the  contending  gla- 
diators of  the  ami^itheatre  than  the  philofophical    ^ 
difputants  of  the  portico.     The  prefident  fucceeded 
in  preventing  mutual  carnage,  and  thus  the  affair  ter- 
mmated  for  the  prefent  ^    In  the  evening  fitting,  DcnoDnced 
Gaudet,  by  way  of  revenge,  moved  for  a  decree  of  dJt.^*"" 
accufadon  againfl  Majat,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of 
his  having,  as  prefident  of  the  Jacobins,  figned  the 
addrefs  above  mentioned  \   to  which  he  alleged  he 
had  put  his  name  merely  as  prefident,  without  know- 
ing or  confidering  the  contents ;  but,  with  his  ac- 
cuftomed   iaudacity,  defended  and  juflified  them. 
After  a  debate  of  two-and-twenty  hours,  a  decree  of 
Bccufation  was  pafled  againft  him  by  a  very  large 
majority,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 
Abbaye.     This  tranfaftion  proves,  that  when  a£tive 
and  imited,  the  Girondifls  could  ftill  command  a 
majority  in  the  convention,  on  fome  occafions  at 
Icaft;  but  their  weaknefs,  treachery,  jealoufy,  and 
dmidiity  had  occafioned  them  to  lofe  fo  many  ad- 
vantages out  of  doors,  all  of  which  their  piore  aftive 
opponents  hadfecured,that  a  fingle  exertion  produced 
no  other  good  than  a  temporary  prolongation  of  a 
ftruggle,  the  event  of  which  might  eafily  be  forefeen. 
Marat  at  firfl  declared  that  the  decree  againfl:  him 
was  only  obtained  to  excite  commotion,  and  that 
he  would  brave  the  fury  of  his  enemies  ;  but  having  Efeapet 
efcaped  by  the  connivance  of  his  jailor  irom  confine*  ^'•'»  ^^a* 
ment,  he  again  repaired  to  his  vault,  where  he  re-   "*"•"*♦ 
mained  carefully  concealed,  though  he  continued  to 
write  and  publifli  with  unabated  rancour  and  au- 

^  ]>ebatet.    New  Aaoual  Regifter  for  17931  p.  \\%, 
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dacity  %     He  had  little  to  fear  from  a  trial  before 
the  revolutionary   tribunal,    the   jurors  of  which 
were  all  appointed  by  himfelf,  an  exertion  of  power 
which  the  timid  right  fide  had  permitted  him  to 
ufurp,  after  a  jury  had  been  afcertained  by  ballot '. 
His  perfonal  timidity,  however,  was  fuch,  that  it  re- 
quired all  the  influence  of  Robefpierre,  who  had  de- 
fended him  in  the  convention,  to  induce  him  to 
come  forward,  and  ftand  his  trial  *,  even  though 
RouffiUon,  one  of  the  jurors,  had  faid  to  his  friends 
Partiality    ^^   ^^^   Cordeliers  club ;    **  Fear  nothing  for  his 
©f  the        *«  life.     They  talk  of  arrefting  him ;  I  invite  you 
i"T*         ♦<  to  flab  the  firft  man  who  dares  lay  his  facrilegious 

"  hands  on  the  friend  of  the  people^** 

>5d  Apr.        At  length,   having  himfelf  fixed  a  day  for  his 

Sunrnder*  trial,  Marat,  the  day  before,  furrendered  himfelf  to 

""    •     the  keeper  of  the  Conciergerie.     He  was  attended  to 

the  tribunal  by  a  great  concourfe  of  his  adherents, 

and  appeared  rather  as  a  judge  than  a  criminal. 

t4th.      On  entering  the  hall,  he  thus  addreffed  the  bench : 

His  ac-      <c  Citizens ;  you  do  not  fee  before  you  a  culprit,  but 

^""    *      «  the  apoftle  and  martyr  of  liberty  ;  the  decree  of 

*'  accufation  againft  me  has  been  obtained  by  a 

*•  group  of  faSious  intriguers.'*    This  infult  on  the 

legiflature  was  received  with  general  applaufe.     His 

interrogatory  was  flight,  and  his  anfwers  heard  by 

the  enraptured  mob  with  all  the  refpeft  and  ap- 

31ft  May.  plaufe  due  to  oracles.     His  acquittal  was  pronounced 

xirithout  hefitation,  and  the  hall  refounded  with  ap- 

plaufes.  Marat,  (landing  on  a  table,  faid,  "  Citizens, 

*'  judges,  and  jurors,  the  fate  of  traitors  againft  the 

*'  nation  is  in  your  hands :  proteft  the  mnocent, 

*^  punifli    the    guilty,    and    the  country  will  be 

«  faved.'* 

«  Crimes  dc  Marat,  p.  1  j. 
*  Louvei*8  Narrative,  p.  4.1. 

«  Etat  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillardi  p.  i].  C6.     Crtmet  de 
Marat,  P- 1  S» 
9  BriObt  a  fet  Commettani^  p.  45.  n. 
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A  ludicrous  fcene  and  grotefque  proceffion  fuc-Heisctr- 
ceeded.  The  mob,  intoxicated  with  joy  and  en-  "?^'  '". 
thufiafin,  rufhed  towards  Marat,  and  covering  his  "  '"^  * 
brow  with  crowns  and  branches  of  oak  which  th^ 
had  already  prepared,  c!arried  him  to  the  grand  {bur^ 
cafe  of  the  Palais^  where  an  orator  commanded  the 
audience  to  pay  homage  to  the  friend  of  the  people 
fo  unjuftly  accufed.  The  air  was  rent  with  cries  of 
Tive  Marat !  vive  Pami  du  peuple !  and  the  pro- 
ceffion moved  towards  the  hall  of  the  convention, 
forcing  every  one  they  met  to  pull  of  their  hats,  and 
join  in  the  cry  of  Vive  Marat !  The  objeft  of  thefe 
acclamations,  ^  little,  deformed,  creature,  meanly 
drefled,  fat  in  ridiculous  (late,  almoft  hid  with  civic 
crowns  and  oak  boughs,  affeding  with  burlefque 
gravity  a  triumphant  air,  and  repaying  the  popular 
ranaticifm  with  nods,  fmiles,  and  looks  of  pro- 
tedion. 

Thus  efcorted,  he  entered  the  hall  of  the  conven«  Addrefito 
lioo,  having  foft  modeftly  taken  oflF  his  civic  crowns,  ^^*  ^°"' 
irfiich  he  carried  in  his  hand.  He  afcended  the '^*'* '**"* 
tribune  and  faid :  ^^  Legiilators  of  the  French  nation : 
^'  I  prefent  to  you,  at  this  moment,  a  citizen  who 
^  has  been  inculpated,  but  is  now  completely  juf- 
^  tified ;  he  offers  you  an  upright  heart ;  he  will 
"  continue  to  defend,  with  all  the  energy  he  pot 
'^  iefles,  the  rights  of  man,  liberty,  and  the  privi- 
"  leges  of  the  people.**  This  harangue  was  received 
with  unbounded  applaufe  by  the  mob.  Marat  was 
about  to  quit  the  tribune,  but  the  people  required 
iiim  to  ftay  till  the  prefident  fhould  have  anfwered 
his  addrefs.  The  prefident  faid :  ^Mt  is  not  cuf- 
^  tomary  to  anfwer  the  addrefles  of  citizens,  unleft 
^  they  prefent  petitions,  now  Marat  certainly  does 
**  not  appear  as  a  petitioner/*  Danton,  however, 
proclaimed  this  one  of  the  beautiful  days  of  the  French 
revolution.  Ofielin  moved  that  the  judgment  of  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  ftould  be  inferted  in  the 

£  a  bulletin. 
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bulletin*     The  conventioh,  glorying  In  its  ihfig^ 
nificance,  applauded  and  conlented*. 
lift  May.      It  now  became  obvious,  that  one  party   moft 
©rthi^^**  triumph  by   the  deftrudtion  of  the  other,    many 
Briflb-      tumultuous  debates,  and  even  manual  ikirmifhes 
tincf .       took  place  in  the  interval  between  the  time  of  Marat's 
refuming  his  feat  and  the  31(1  of  May,  a  day  which 
decided  the  conteft,  and  which,  by  his  influence  in 
the  clubs  and  in  the  central  committees,  he  greatly 
forwarded ;  and  it  muft  be  obferved,  that,  of  his 
own  authority,  he  made  feveral  alterations  in  the 
lift  of  perfons  profcribed,  ftriking  out  fome,  and  in* 
ferting  others,  without  confulting  the  petitioners  or 
the  convention^. 
M;irat's        This  triumph  over  the  BriflTotines,  confirmed  by 
arrogaocc.  ^j^^  fubfequeut  arreftation  of  feventy  members  at- 
tached to  the  fame  party,  rendered  the  afcendancy 
of  the  Mountain  uncontrollable.      Marat  was  treated 
with  more  honour  and  refpeA  than  any  individual 
fmce  the  revolution,  and  exerted  a  fway  in  the  con- 
vention and  the  clubs  more  abfolute  than  was  ever 
before  known  in  bodies  ftvled  deliberative.      In 
fa6l,  they  fubmitted  to  all  his  whims  and  capridesr^ 
and  feemed  to  derive  to  themfelves  honor  from  their 
3d  June,    fubmiffion^    The  day  after  the  arreft  of  the  adverfe 
deputies,  he  announced  a  refolution  not  to  deliver 
any  opinion  in  the  aflembly  till  they  ihould  have  been 
S7rh  June,  brought  to  trial,  but  as  that  could  not  be  imme- 
diately done,  he  foon  retraced  the  determination  ^ 
His  extravagances  were  more  bearable  from  the 
obvious  certainty  that  the  wretch  was  haftening  to 
Hit  ill      his  grave,  and  that  nothing  could  fave  him.     His 
health.     conlUtution  had  never  been  good,  and  at  this  period^ 


f  Cnmet  de  Marat,  p,  17.  BMot  I  Tea  Coiiimettant»  p.  45« 
Loa?et*t  Narrative^  p.  43.    Pages,  ▼.  ii.  p.  ^4.. 

>»  Looref  a  NarratiTei  p.  44*  Impartial  Hitiorjf  Tol.  ii«  p«  301. 
Fas^s,  vol.  ii.  p.  8o. 
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he  Tras  eat  up  with  a  leprous  complaint ;  which 
adding  its  ravages  to  his  natural  deformity,  and 
habitual  filthinefs,  rendered  him  an  objeft  truly  dif- 
gufting  to  look  at,  and  fometimes  obliged  him  to  a 
retirement  from  bufmefs,  during  which  he  ufed  the 
bath,  and  other  medical  prefcriptions.  On  the 
fymptoms  which  attended  his  diforder  a  fufpicion 
has  been  founded,  that  a  flow  poifon  had  been  ad- 
miniftered  to  him  by  Robefpierre :  it  is  even  averred 
Aat  he  was  confcious  of  the  treachery  of  his  col- 
league, who  thus  attempted  to  cut  him  off  at  the 
height  of  his  popularity,  that  he,  fucceeding  him  in 
the  public  opinion,  might  make  ufe  of  it  to  further 
his  projefts  of  vengeance  and  ambition''.  I  do  not, 
however,  confider  this  fuggeftion  well-founded,  but 
raflier  one  of  thofe  calumnies  which  the  refentment 
of  all  parties  has  been  willing  to  add  to  the  real 
gimes  of  Robefpierre. 

His  days  were  not  terminated  by  difeafe  or  poifon  j  >»*'»  J"^y 
the  man  of  blood  ended  his  life  in  blood.  During  His^deaih. 
one  of  the  recefles  from  public  affairs  to  which 
difeafe  compelled  him,  a  young  woman  called  at  his 
lodging  on  fome  pretended  bufmefs.  She  was  ad- 
mitted juft  as  he  was  coming  out  of  the  bath.  After 
fome  previous  converfation  (he  introduced  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  profcribed  deputies,  and  is  faid  to  have 
pleaded  for  mercy.  Marat,  with  his  accuftomed 
ferocity,  anfwered  that  all  the  promoters  of  infur- 
reftion  in  the  departments  were  doomed  to  death. 
"  Then  you  (hall  precede  them,*'  ftie  exclaimed, 
and  drawing  a  knife  (tabbed  him  in  the  bread  ;  he 
ftaggercd,  fell,  and  expired  ^ 

The 

*  'fyzi  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillard,  p.  13,  <6. 

*  Marie  Anne  FiFf  Of  re  CHARtQTTE  CoRDB'or  CORDAY,  the  woman 
vho  perfoimtd  ihi«  remarkable  aflTafTination,  was  a  native  of  Saint 
Saturnin  dc5  Licnercts.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  in 
«arjr  circumftances,  and  had  inflimed  her  mind  by  ftudy  and  medi. 
tution  to  the  commiillon  of  an  aft,  which  (he  thought  would  be  bene- 
ficial to  ber  country.    But  her  aflion  cannot  be  a£ribed  to  patnotifni 

£  ^  alone  I 
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Confe-         The  death  of  Marat  was  of  great  fervice  to  his 

2"*"<^««/>^  party,  and  the  period  at  which  it  took  place  fingu- 

'*  ^*'  '  larly  fortunate  j  it  aflforded  the  chiefs  of  his  fa£tion 


alone  i  it  is  not  improbable  that  (he  was  influenced  bv  love  for  Bar* 
baroax,  whom  (he  had  long  known,  .and  wfaofe  life  (he  imagined  to 
be  at  Mai^t^s  difpofal.  While  the  profcribed  deputies  were  at  Caen^ 
(he  frequently  came,  attended  by  a  fervant,  to  the  town-hall*  and 
inquired  for  Barbaroux»  to  whom  (he  pretended  fome  bufinefs,  but 
always  converfed  with  him  io  prefcnce  of  her  domeftic.  She  was  ap« 
prehended  immediately  on  the  perpetration  of  her  extraordinary  ac« 
tempt,  and  fent  firft  to  the  Abbaye»  and  afterwards  to -the  Concier- 
gerie.  She  was  put  on  heririal  the  t7th9  and  avowed  the  fa£l  and  all 
the  circumftances,  alled^ingas  a  juAification,  that  (he  con Odered  Marat 
a  criminal  already  conviAed  by  the  public  opinion,  and  that  fiie  had 
a  right  to  put  him  to  death.  She  added,  that  ihe  did  not  expeA  to 
btve  been  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  but  to  have  beea 
delivered  up  to  the  rage  of  the  populace,  torn  to  ptecek,  and  that  her 
head  fixed  dn  a  pike  would  have  been  borne  before  Marat  on  his  (fate 
bed  and  (erve  as  a  rallying  point  to  Frenchmen,  if  any  ftili  exiiied 
vforihy  of  that  name.  Her  anfwers  to  the  various  interrogatories  were 
brief,  pointed,  diftinguilhed  by  good  fenfe,  and  fometimes  by  wit* 
Her  advocate,  precluded  by  her  confedion  from  making  any  defence  at 
to  the  fa^s,  delivered  a  fpeech  in  her  favour,  in  which  he  inlifted|  that 
her  unrufHed  calmnefs  and  fupernatural  felf-denial  mutt  be  occa« 
fioned  only  by  that  fermentation  of  political  fanaticifm,  which  ai(b 
armed  her  hand  with  the  dagger,  and  that  it  was  for  them  to  confider 
what  weight  that  moral  confideration  (hould  have  in  the  fcale  of 
juftice.  She  was  found  guilty,  and  executed  the  fame  day.  When 
fentence  was  pronounced  on  her  (he  thanked  her  counfel  for  the  man* 
ner  in  which  he  had  pleaded  her  caufe^  which  (he  faid  was  delicate 
and  generous.  She  defired  a  friend  to  pay  the  debts  (he  had  contra^ed 
while  in  prifon,  and  requeued  of  the  judges,  that  three  letters  which 
die  had  in  her  hand,  two  to  Barbaroux,  and  one  to  her  father,  might 
be  delivered.  In  her  way  to  the  place  of  execution,  (he  difplayed  « 
firmnefs  and  tranquillity  which  charmed  many  of  the  fpeflators,  and 
oven  awed  into  filence  tbofe  perfons  called  revolutionary  women,  or 
furies  of  the  guillotine,  who  in  general  purfued  the  victim  to  death 
with  execrations  and  reproaches.  She  fubmitted  to  her  fate  with  the 
fame  compofof;  which  marked  her  preceding  conduA.  She  is  defcribed 
by  Louvet,  wbofaw  her  at  Caen,  to  have  been  (lout,  well  made,  with 
an  open  air,  and  modeft  behaviour  $  her  face  that  of  a  fine,  and  pretty 
woman  combined.  The  circumibnces  which  attended  this  extraor* 
dinary  a£^ion,  the  privacy  with  which  it  was  concerted,  the  refolutioa 
with  which  it  was  executed,  the  opennefs  of  confeflTion^  the  contempt, 
of  puni(hment,  and,  above  all,  the  execi able  character  of  the  wretch 
who  was  the  obje6l  of  it,  have  taken  oiFfo  much  of  the  horror  gene* 
rally  felt  at  an  a6l  of  a(ra(Iination,  that  the  name  of  Charlotte  Corday. 
is  generally  pronounced  with  refpefl  and  a  great  degree  of  admiration « 
Her  Letters  (or  rather  her  Letter  and  .Continuatipo)  to  barbaroux, 
are  given  in  the  Appendix,  No,  V. 
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I  frelh  topic  of  declamation  againfl  the  fugitives^ 
to  whom,  with  fome  appearance  of  probability,  they 
attributed  the  formation  of  the  plot;  it  enabled 
them  to  accelerate  the  trial  of  thofe  who  were  in 
their  hands,  and  to  involve  many  innocent  perfons 
in  pretended  confpiracies  ""j  and  it  delivered  them 
from  a  malignant  wretch,  no  longer  ufeful  to  their 
defigns. 

The  day  after  Marat's  death,  the  whole  city  of  Proceed- 
Paris  was  in  extreme  agitadon.  Before  the  con-  *"^  *"  ^^* 
vention  had  commenced  its  fittings,  the  door  of  the  HqZ^^ 
hall  was  befieged  by  petitioners,  who  came  from  the 
fedions  to  deplore  the  friend  of  the  people^  and  in- 
voke vengeance  on  his  aiTailins.  One  of  the  peti- 
tioners expreffed  himfelf  in  thefe  words  :  *'  Repre- 
*^  fentatives,  the  paflfage  from  life  to  death  is  but  a 
"  moment — ^Marat  is  no  more  1  O  crime !  the  hand 
"  of  a  parricide  has  fnatched  from  us  the  moft 
•*  intrepid  defender  of  the  people— Marat  is  no 
"  more !  he  conftantly  facrificed  himfelf  to  the 
**  public  liberty,  and  that  was  his  oflferce — Our  *• 
"  eyes  ftill  feek  him  in  the  midft  of  you— O  difinal 
"  fight !:  he  is  on  the  bed  of  death — Where  art 
**  thou,  David?  Thou  didft  preferve  for  pofterity 
"  the  image  of  Lepelletier  dying  for  his  country ; 
**  thou  haft  now  another  fubjeft  to  employ  thy 
"  pencil.  And  you,  legiflators,  decree  a  law 
**  founded  on  the  circumftance ;  the  moft  horrible 
"  torments  are  infufficient  to  avenge  the  nation  for 
**  fo  enormous  a  crime ;  annihilate  for  ever  both 
"  villany  and  crimes  ;  inftrud  hireling  affaffins  in  the 
"  value  of  life,  and,  inftead  of  cutting  them  off  in  a 
**  moment,  let  the  dread  of  torture  difarm  thofe 
**  parricides  who  threaten  the  lives  of  the  people*s 
**  reprefentatives."— No  decree  followed  thi^  fan-^ 
guinary  petirion.  The  attendon  of  the  legiflature 
was  immediately  engaged  by  Chabot,  who  related 

■  Sec  Appel  a  rimpartial  Pofterii^,  vol.  xu  p.  ;*. 
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the  circumftanccs  of  Marat- s  death,  and  moved  for 
a  decree  of  accufation  againft  Duperret  and  Fauchet 
as  accomplices  with  Charlotte  Corday;  which  being 
reinforced  by  the  arguments  of  Couthon,  was 
granted". 
Marat  lies  The  death  of  Marat  was  hardly  announced,  when 
m  ftace.  j^j^  partisans  ftudied  how  to  make  his  funeral  as 
grand  and  intercfting  as  poffible.  flis  hpufe  not 
being  large  enough  to  gratify  the  immenfe  concourfe 
of  people  whom  curiofity  had  attracted,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  embalm  his  body,  and  depofit  it  in  the 
church  des  Cordeliers.  The  whole  building  was 
adorned  with  national  colours.  In  the  middle  of 
the  nave  was  an  elevated  ftate-bed,  furrounded  with 
cyprefs,  said  bearing  this  infcription :  **  Marat, 
**  the  friend  of  the  pe$ple^  ajfajftnated  by  the  enemies 
**  of  the  people :  foes  to  the  country^  moderate  your 
"  y^/»  be  will  find  avengers*^  The  croud  who 
attended  to  contemplate  his  features,  were  however 
difappointed ;  he  was  intirely  disfigured,  and  his 
corpfe  was  abfolutely  difgufting. 
Hi«  fune-  His  funeral  ceremony,  which  was  performed  by 
"*•  torch-light,  was  grand  and  fplemn.     Mournful  mufic 

was  heard  at  intervals,  forming  an  accompaniment 
to  fopgs  of  woe,  written  for  the  occalion.  All  elfe 
was  filence,  fave  the  fpeeches  made  at  flated  intervals 
by  orators,  who  came  to  pay  the  laft  tribute  of  re- 
fpeft  to  the  friend  of  the  people,  and  the  occafional 
murmurs  of  the  mob,  exprelfing  regret  at  the  lofs 
of  their  friend.  The  convention  and  the  confUtuted 
authorities  attended  in  coftume,  and  the  body  was 
cfcorted  by  a  large  detachment  of  the  national  guard. 
Numerous  groups  of  women,  young  girls,  and 
children,  were  placed  at  proper  diftances,  to  ad 
the  part  of  exceffive  grief,  and  nothing  was  omitted 
which  could  convey  the  appearance  of  woe  and 
Kgret. 

^  Debatcfl.    Crimes  de  Marat,  p.  43, 

The 
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The  body  was  depofited  in  the  church-yard  of  the 
Cordeliers.  The  eve  of  the  ceremony,  a  deputation 
of  the  club  of  Cordeliers  attended  at  the  muni- 
cipality to  demand  leave  to  prefent  a  petition  to 
the  convention,  in  order  to  obtain  for  Marat  the 
honours  of  the  Pantheon :  but  Chaumette,  procureur 
ie  la  commune^  though  himfelf  a  Cordelier,  oppofed 
this  propofition.  He  exclaimed,  "  Let  fi-devant 
^*  nobles  repofe  in  thofe  fuperb  temples ;  leave  to 
**  them  their  fumptuous  pantheons :  to  fans-culottes 
"  the  temple  of  Nature  belongs.  I  move  that  a 
"  ftone,  a  rough  (lone,  be  placed  on  the  tomb  of 
^  Marat,  with  this  fingle  infcription :  Here  rejis  the 
**  friend  of  his  country^  affafftnated  by  the  enemies  of 
^*  his  country^*  This  plan  was  adopted,  and  the 
iimetal  ceremony  concluded  with  a  grand  and  aflfe£t<« 
mg  piece  of  mufic  in  honor  of  the  deceafed. 

The  Cordeliers,   afterwards,   thought  proper  to  »sth  July, 
honour  the  heart  of  Marat  with  a  feparate  ceremony.  ^**f^*^^ 
They  fought,  in  the  garde  meuble  de  la  Couronne^  ed. 
for  the  moft  precious  and  exquifitely  ornamented 
urn,  in  which  they  depofited  the  heart  of  Marat* 
iTie  day  preceding  this  ceremony,  a  member  of  the 
club  read  an  oration  which  he  had  prepared.     It 
kad  for  a  motto,  0  Cor  Jeftcs  !   0  Cor  Marat !  and 
began  thus — "  Heart  of  Jefus !  Heart  of  Marat !  ye 
^*  are  equally  intitled  to  our  homage."     The  orator 
proceeded  to  compare  the  life  of  our  Bleffed  Saviour 
with  that  of  the   friend  of  the  people.      Marat's 
apoftles  were    the  Jacobins   and  Cordeliers ;    the 
Publicans,  the  Ihop-keepers ;  and  the  Pharifees,  the 
ariftocrats.      "  Jeius   was    a    prophet,**    faid  the 
orator ;  *^  Marat  is  a  deity.**     Continuing  his  eulogy, 
})e  compared  Marat*s  concubine  to  the  Virgin  Mary; 
the  one  concealed  the  infant  Jefus  in  Egypt,   the 
other  faved  the  friend  of  the  people  from  the  (word 
of  la  Payette  *.     This  difcourfe  was  received  with 

confiderable 

*  I  confefs  t]ia|  I  feel  confulenihle  repugnance  in  piibliQiiiig  theft 
horrible  blafphcnuct )  but  the  difplay  of  mental  ilegradationi  and  ex- 

ceilive 
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confiderable  applaufe ;  but  a  member  of  the  club 
found  caufe  for  cenfure.  "  We  muft  hear  no  more 
*'  of  this  Jefus/'  he  faid,  "  it  is  all  nonfenfe ;  re- 
**  publicans  own  no  God  but  Philofophy  and  Li- 
**  berty/*  The  fpeech  ^Vas  not  fpoken,  but  the 
ceremony  took  place.  The  urn  containing  the  heart 
was  hung  uj)  with  great  pomp  in  the  dome  of  the 

•  hall  of  the  Cordeliers.  Robefpierre,  and  the  prin- 
cipal members  of  the  Mountain  attended^  the 
whole  audience  were  decorated  with  red  o^s, 
and  every  aft  denoted  extravagance  and  cnthufiafm/. 
Forty-eight     feafts     were    given     in     honor     of 

«5tiiNoT.  him**.     It  was  decreed  that  the  bud  of  Miiabeau 

SJubE  ^^^^^   ^^  °^^v^^  ^^^^    ^^^    Pantheon  to  make 

*  room  for  his  ',  and  images  of  him  were  diftributed 
all  over  France'.  One  of  the  feftions  of  Paris 
aflfumed  his  name ;  which  was  alfo  given  to  Havre 
de  Grace,  to  Port  Dauphin  in  Madagafcar,  and  to 
the  iile  of  Bouen.  His  name  was  alfo  applied  to 
one  of  the  companies  of  the  revolutionary  army,  to 
a  fhip  of  the  line,  and  aifumed  by  many  individuals 
in  revolutionary  committees  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  \  David  made  a  pifture  on  the  fubjeft  of 
his  death,  and  in  pronouncing  his  eulogium,  men* 
tioned  his  acquaintance  with  Marat  as  a  confolatioa 
for  having  come  into  the  world  too  late  to  be  per- 
fonally  known  to  Cato,    Ariflides,   Socrates,   and 

j^^^^       many  other  illuftrious  ancients  ". 

fpif  rre  fuf.      Tnough  thcfc  teftimonies  of  refpeft  were  fandioned 

ptftcd.      ajij  promoted  by  Robefpierre  j  though  he  placed 

ceilive  abfurdity,  if  not  without  its  ufc.  It  fcn'es  to  (hew  how  eafily 
the  meancft  of  mankind  can  attain  a  degree  of  impiety  To  abandoned 
as  to  wreft  the  laurel  from  the  whole  race  of  monclern  free-ihinkers| 
and  it  denionftraies  the  judice  of  rtfliaimng  attacks  on  the  fcripture, 
which  would  elfe  be  equally  dtgradtd  by  the  ferocity  of  atheifm^  md 
the  folly  of  fanaticifm. 

P  Crimes  de  Marat,  p.  S3,  et  feq. 

q  Etat  de  la  France,  par  Monrgaillard,  p.  70.   ' 

T  Pages,  vol.i.  p.  388.     Jouijials. 

•  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  70. 

t  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p,  60.  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  7S.  Teoch*0  Corre- 
fpondence,  &c.  &c. 

■  Mifft  Willianis*s  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  ii.  p.  74* 
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tiK  bull  of  Marat  on  the  altar  of  the  Supreme  Bcbg  *4 
yet  he  has  not  efcaped  the  fufpicionof  having  been  the 
enemy  of  his  fame,  and  the  improbable  accufatioh 
of  having  procured  Charlotte  Corday  to  accelerate 
his  death  ^.  After  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  the 
Jacobins  fuggefted  that  jealoufy  had  prevented  the 
canonization  of  Marat;  and  there  was  not  fenle  of 
virtue  in  the  convention  fuffident  to  prevent  the 
di%raceftil  ceremony.  It  was  the  cuftom  to  intro- 
duce a  buft  of  him  on  the  theatre  to  receive  the 
aj^laufes  of  the  patriotic  fpedators.  But  at  length  MantfmiU 
an  end  was  put  to  thefe  abfurdities  ;  the  name  of  >  ^^o  ^o^- 
the  fedion  was  changed,  his  buft  was  kicked  out  of  ^^'"^^ 
the  Ptotheon,  and  by  the  decree  againft  premature 
apotheofes,  forbid  to  be  exhibited  on  the  theatre: 
the  eulogium  of  David  is  only  remembered  with 
contempt,  and  the  fubjed  of  it  is  no  longer  con^ 
templated  but  the  horror  due  to  his  crimes'. 

Marat  was  in  perfon  very  diminutive ;  his  head  DefcHp- 
difproportionately  large ;  his  complexion  livid  and  **°|J.<»^*>»« 
cadaverous,  and  his  countenance  Angularly  ex-  mannm?^ 
preffive  of  his  malignant  and  (anguinary  difpofition. 
Dr.  Moore  fays,  that  ^^  to  a  painter  of  mafiacres  it 
^  would  be  ineftimable.^'  In  his  drefs,  he  aflFeAed 
to  fet  the  ton  in  pomt  of  dirt  and  (habbinefs ;  Chabot 
was  his  rival  in  this  particular,  and  the  club  of  Cor- 
ddiers  their  humble  imitators.  In  his  own  houfe 
he  is  defcribed  to  have  been  feen  in  the  following 
fttdre :  ^^  He  had  on  boots,  without  ftockings,  an 
"  old  pair  of  leather  breeches,  and  a  white  filk 
**  waiftcoat.  His  dirty  fliirt,  open  at  the  bofom, 
"  exhibited  his  fldn  of  yellow  hue ;  long  dirty  nails 
**  marked  his  fingers*  ends,  and  his  frightful  vifage 
^  was  perfeftly  in  unifon  with  this  ftrange  drefs  \** 

When 

*  Suite  de  TEut  dela  France,  p.  ^6.  f  IMm,  p.  71. 

*  See  Mir»  Williami*!  Letters  in  1794*  toI.  W.  p.  9. 

*  Koland*8  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  171.     The  defcription  of  his  perfoTV, 
^fdsi  naiincrt^  and  peculiarities,  is  priocipaliy  taken  from  the  fnig 
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When  he  went  abroad,  he  wore  a  large  round  hat 
flouched  over  his  eyes,  fo  as  to  hide  a  great  part  of 
his  face.  He  was  charafterifed,  next  to  his  ferocity 
and  envy,  by  a  perfeverance  which  did  not  permit 
him  to  fee  or  acknowledge  any  difficulties  in  the 
way  which  led  to  the  execution  of  his  favourite 
projed ;  hii  vanity,  which  made  him  confider  him-t 
fell  all-fufficient,  ftrengthened  this  difpofition ;  and 
the  general  exaggeration  of  his  ideas,  in  all  matters 
relating  to  himfelf  or  others,  made  him  adopt  modes 
of  aftion  which  no  perfon  but  himfeif  would  have 
devifed,  and  to  which  no  times  but  thofe  in  which 
he  lived  could  have  given  efied.  As  a  philofopher, 
he  toiled  inceffantly  in  the  repetition  of  philofophical 
experiments,  in  hopes  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of 
humbling  the  academy  of  fciences,  and  of  over-t 
turning  the  fyftems  of  Newton,  or  the  opinions  of 
Helvetius.  As  an  orator,  he  wanted  every  advan-r 
tage ;  he  exprelTed  himfelf  with  difficulty,  his  ideas 
were  confufed,  his  voice  hollow  and  croaking,  his 
words  and  geflures  abrupt  and  unconneded;  yet 
he  exhibited  himfelf  in  every  tribime,  and,  in  fpite  of 
contempt  and  derifion,  would  be  heard  :  he  affeded  a 
fplemnity  in  his  addrefs,  and  ufed  to  hold  his  head 
as  high  as  poffible,  to  acquire  an  air  of  dignity} 
callous  to  every  appearance  of  diflike  or  difguft,  ne 
never  for  a  moment  loft  the  confident  look  of  fclf- 
appiobation,  but  retorted  on  his  diiTatisfied  hearers 
looks  and  expreflions  of  menace  and  contempt.  His 
temper  was  fudden  and  violent ;  in  converfation  he 
?ould  not  bear  the  leaft  contradiftion,  but  flew 
out  inftantaneoufly  into  the  moft  paflipnate  ex* 
clamation  and.  rancorous  abufe.  The  extrav2^:ant 
wildnefs  of  his  ideas  will  appear  as  well  from  a 
fafl:  related  by  Briflbt,  as  from  the  continual  con- 
fifcations  and  murders  he  afterwards  recommended : 

mentof  Biifibt  before  alluckd  to  ;  from  the  Conjuration  dc  d^Orleani, 
tol.  ii.  p.i5;*  Dr.  Moore* A  Journal,  vo).i.  p.  155*  vol.  ii.  p.  165. 
397* i  from  Kuland'^s  /\}]p«.ai }  apd  from  Garat*»  Memoirt,  p*  S8.       * 
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tn  otdet  to  be  cured  of  the  choHc,  lie  was  defirous 
to  have  his  belly  opened,  but  could  not  find  a  fur- 
geon  who  would  undertake  the  operation.  His 
paffion  for  praife,  or  rather  for  publicity,  was  vaft 
and  iildifcriminate ;  provided  his  name  filled  every 
mouth,  he  was  indifferent  whether  it  was  repeated 
with  applaufes  or  execrations;  and  was  jealous  evert 
of  his  affodates,  if  they  affefted  to  furpafs  him  in 
wickednefs.  Marat  was  not  brave,  though  he  was 
irafcible  and  audacious.  During  the  old  govern- 
ment, he  was  afraid  of  the  Baftille ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  new,  under  continual  apprehenfion  df 
perfonal  danger  and  imprifonment.  Love  of  fame 
.  Iwi8  the  difeafe  of  his  mind  j  avarice  had  no  place  ia 
it.  At  his  death  he  was  poffeffed  of  no  more  thaa 
one  affignat  of  twenty-five  fols  (ix.  o|^.) ;  madame 
Roland  however  combats  this  faft  by  a  flatement 
rf  the  elegance  of  his  apartments,  one  of  which  fhe 
defcribes  as  furnifhed  with  blue  and  white  damafk, 
and  decorated  with  filk  curtains,  elegantly  drawa 
up  in  feftoons,  a  fplendid  chandelier,  fuperb  China 
vafes,  filled  with  natural  flowers,  then  fcarce,  and 
of  a  high  price  *".  The  affertion  of  the  Briflbtine 
writers,  that  he  was  in  the  pay  of  the  combined 
powers  %  is  unfounded.  It  may  be  regarded  as  a 
retaliation  for  the  accufation  of  venality  with  which 
they  were  charged  by  his  partifans ;  for  Marat, 
imfolicitous  about  money,  too  vain  to  think  that 
an  adequate  price  could  be  fet  on  his  fervices,  and 
aa  utter  ftranger  to  the  dictates  of  gratitude,  was 
not  to  be  purchafed ;  nor  would  the  attempt  be 
made  by  any  perfons  whofe  fagacity  was  fuperior  to, 
orwhofe  fituation  was  not  fo  defperate  as  that  of 
the  deluded  and  abandoned  Orleans, 

^  Roland^s  Appeal,  vol.  u  p.  171. 

<  Sci;  Li)uvei'«  Narrative^  pt»5.  30.  39. 45.  $%i 
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GABRIEL-HONORE    RIQUETn 
CoMTE  DE  MIRABEAU. 


A  M ON  G  the  manifold  charafters  whom  the  French 
'^^  revolution  has  expofed  to  obfervation,  no  gdc 
has  excited  greater  intereft  or  occafioned  more  fpe* 
culation  than  Mirabeaiu  Diftinguifhed  from  his 
coadjutors  by  t^e  extent  of  his  talents,  the  rapidity 
and  vigour  of  his  eloquence,  and  ftili  more  by  that 
imperious  energy  of  dedficii,  which  is  the  true  cba- 
rafteriftic  of  genius  and  keeps  all  competitors  at  a  dif- 
tance ;  his  revolutionary  career,  though  fbort,  is 
brilliant,  and  his  abilities  have  fecured  to  him  that 
renown  which  his  virtues  could  not  have  claimed. 
Although  the  vices  of  Mirabeau,  his  treachery, 
profligacy,  and  venality,  entitle  him  to  the  feverdl 
cenfure,  fuch  is  the  privilege  of  extraordmary  en- 
dowments, that  he  is  in  general  contemplated,  not 
only  without  horror,  but  with  a  degree  of  com- 
placency ;  and  the  French  revolution  has  produced 
fo  many  other  public  characters  who,  exceeding 
him  in  every  evil  quality,  poiTeiTed  none  of  his 
claims  to  admiration,  that  if  he  is  not  purified,  he 
is  at  lead  dignified  by  the  comparifon.  . 
Family  of  The  anceftors  of  Mirabeau  were  emigrants  from 
Mirabeau.  j^aly.  In  the  year  1268,  Gerard  Arrighetti,  and 
Azzuccio  his  fon,  were  banifhed  from  Florence  for 
their  adherence  to  the  GhibelUne  party.  They  took 
refuge  in  France,  and  eftabliihed  themfelves  at 
Seyne  in  Provence,  where  a  grandfon  of  Gerard 
Arrighetti  founded  an  hofpital  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  The  Italian  Arrighetti  was  in  time 
14  foftened 
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IbftOTed  to  the  French  appellative  Riquetti ;  and  a 
vddow  of  the  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Barras 
having,  by  a  fecond  marriage,  alienated  the  eftate 
in  Provence  known  by  the  name  of  Mirabeau,  it 
was  purchafed  by  Jean  de  Riquety,  and  erefted  into 
a  marquifate  by  letters  patent  in  July  1685  ;  from 
which  period  the  family  of  Riquety,  or  Riquetti  de 
Mirabeau,  became  ennobled  *"• 

Gabriel-Honore  Riquetti  de  Mirabeau  was  bort  9th  Mtrcfc 
at  Egreville  *•  His  father  was  a  leader  of  the  fed  g.  *^* 
of  Economifts,  and  enjoyed  a  confiderable  reput*. 
tion  as  author  of  a  work  intitled  Pjimi  des  Hommes^ 
and  feveral  other  pieces.  The  education  of  the 
young  count  was  carefully  attended  to,  but  he  is  f?ud 
to  have  made  fo  little  progrefs  as  by  no  means  to 
prepare  the  minds  of  his  acquaintance  for  the  bril- 
liant exertions  by  which  he  was  afterwards  diftin^ 
guiihed.  An  anecdote  which  is  recorded  of  him 
feems  however  to  prove,  that  this  apparent  indo- 
cility  was  in  fad  nothing  but  a  contempt  for  the 
tofutine  of  fludy  defignated  by  his  tutors :  a  more 
deeming  mafter  put  into  his  hands,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  Locke's  Eflay  on  the  Human  Underftand* 
ing,  which  foon  occupied  his  entire  attention;  on 
reading  the  firft  chapter  of  the  fecond  book,  he 
feemed  abfc^bed  in  profound  meditation ;  at  length 
ftarting  from  his  reverie  he  exclaimed,  "  This  is 
"  the  book  I  wanted/'  He  fludied.  the  work  with 
much  attention,  and  fome  years  afterwards  meeting 
his  tutor  in  a  public  walK,  affedionately  accofted 
him,  faying,  "  I  fliall  never  forget  that  you  made 
**  me  acquainted  with  Locke  ^" 

'  Diflionnaire  de  la  Noblefle,  par  M.  de  la  Chenaye  Defboit^  art* 
miraBbau  et  Rkhjety. 

•  A.necdotes  duKegne  de  Louis  XVT,  vol.vi.  p,i6i.  The  au- 
tiior  of  a  pamphlet*  intitled  •'  Vie  Publique  et  Priv^e  de  Mirabeau,** 
fajrt  be  was  born  at  Paris.  As  that  author  is-  mi(informed  in  many 
particttlarty  and  feems  to  have  entertained  great  prejudices  again  ft 
Mirabeau,  I  have  not  relied  implicitly  on  his  information ;  and  Aili 
Icfs  on  his  opinions  in  thole  fads  where  bis  produ^on  is  cited  as  an 
authority. 

'  Anecdplet  do  Regne  de  Louis  XVI,  toK  vi,  p.  a6a« 

^  Family 
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trnprifon.      Familv  differences,  into  the  merits  of  wBich  it  2^ 
«>««*•       impoffible  at  this  diftance  of  time  to  penetrate,  oc- 
cafioned  Mirabeau's  father  to  procure  a  lettre  de 
cachet  againft  him.     It  is  faid  by  one  author,  that 
his  fatiric  vein  too  freely  indulged  produced  this^aft 
of  parental  feverity  H   another  has  not  fcrupled  to 
aflert,  that  it  was  occafioned  by  a  difcdvery  that  the 
young  count  had  projefted  the  murder  of  his  parent 
by  poifon  *"«    Mirabeau  himfelf  avers  that  the  caufe 
of  his  difgrace  was  the  intriguing  difpofition  of  a 
female,  who  led  the  fether  to  apprehend  that  his 
fon  would  difgrace  himfelf  by  an  ill-chofen  matri- 
monial  alliance*.     He  was  tiowever  dofely  coni- 
fined  in  the  IJle  de  Rhe.    This  imprifonment  took 
place  when  Mirabeau  was  only  feventeen  years  of 
age,  and  lafted  fifteen  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
he  was  liberated  at  his  own  earned  intercefEon  *'. 
«76S.        On  being  fet  at  liberty,  he  obtained  a  commifEoa 
^etin    in  the  dragoons',  and  went  to  ferve  in  Corfica^ 
which  the  French  were  then  employed  in  fubjugat* 
ing,  and  remained  there  thirteen  months.     No  au'^ 
thentic  mention  is  made  of  his  condud  in  this  fitu- 
ation  ;  it  is  therefore  reafonable  to  believe  his  own 
reprefentation,  that  he  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  deferve  the  approbation  of  his  fuperior  officers^ 
He  adds,  that  he  compiled  a  laborious  work,  which 
was  much  applauded  by  thofe  -who  had  fccn  it,  but 
was  fuppreffed  by  his  rather  "♦    During  his  flay  in 
this  iiland,  he  afTumed  the  name  of  Burn^re,  derived 
from  an  eftate  belonging  to  his  fiimily ". 
June  1771.      At  the  termination  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Marries*    France,  and  addifted  himfelf  to  every  fpecies  of  irre^ 
gularity.     The  prudence  or  parfimony  of  his  father 
prevented  his  allowing  fuch  a  fUpend  as  would  fup# 

f  Anecdotes,  &c.  tibi  fupra* 

*  Vie  Publique  &  Priv^  dc  Mirabeau,  p.  t. 

1  Lettres  Rentes  du  Donjon  de  Vincennes,  voK  r.  p.  \%^, 

k  Vie  Publique,  &c.  p.  3.     Lettres  ecrites,  &€•  vol.  i.  p.  sf5» 

1  Diflionnaire  de  la  Nobiefle. 

*^  Lettres  ecrites,  &c.  vol.  i«  p,  i^o* 

A  Vie  Publiquei  &c.  p.  15* 

port 
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pott  thefe  extrava^ces,  and  Mirabeau  was  confe- 
atoently  involved  m  great  diftrefs.     To  repair  his 
rortune,  and  fupply  the  means  of  gratifying  his  fa- 
vourite paflions,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  ftate 
of  matrimony,  and  felefted  for  the  objeft  of  his  pur- 
fuit  Marguerite-Emilie  de  .Covet,  daughter  of  the 
marqois  de  Marignane,  who  then  refided  at  Aix« 
The  lady's  fortune,  which  was  fuppofed  to  amount 
to  a  million  (43*750 /.)5  was  a  great  temptation; 
but  the  enterprife  was  not  in  other  refpefts  promif- 
ing,  as  fhe  was  already  engaged  to  a  gentleman 
named  la  Valette,  and  the  marriage  on  the  point  of 
being  concluded.     Mirabeau,  however,  found  means 
to  fupplant  this  rival,  and  feveral  others  of  the  firft 
families  in  France,  who  made  the  moft*  unexception- 
able offers,  and  even  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the 
marquis  de  Marignane  ^     Application  was  made  to 
Mirabeau's  fathet,  who,  without  oppofmg  a  match 
fo  advantageous  and  honourable,  wrote  fuch  an  an- 
fwer  as   gave  no  encouragement  to  the  propofal, 
and  refufed  to  advance  any  money  towards  his  fon's 
eftabliffament  ^ 

• 

•  Mirabeau*8  biographer  aflertf ,  that  the  young  lady's  father  at  fir(t 
declined  the  aUiance;  but  that  Mirabeau  obtained  his  confent  by  the 
following  ftratagems  Early  one  morning  he  made  his  appearance  at  iht 
coffee-houfe  frequented  by  the  nobility,  in  the  fame  drefs  he  had 
«^  tlie  preceding  dny,  with  difordered  hair  and  tumbled  linen* 
Hit  friends  began  rallying,  and  hoped  he  had  pafled  an  agreeable  even, 
lag.  "  Charming/'  faid  he,  «*  fur  I  paflld  it  wiih  little  Marignane.'* 
1'he  ftorv  was  re|iorted  to  her  father,  who,  as  the  only  means  of  prt* 
^Mng  his  daughter's  reputation,  confented  to  her  marriage.  Vie 
Clique,  See.  p.  6«  This  account  is  not  altogether  probable,  as  the 
coidu^  it  fuppofes  is  altogether  inconfidcnt  with  the  fentimentl  of 
Itooour  entertained  by  the  French  nobility*  If  it  had  been  true,  in  all 
pnibability  the  father  or  lover  of  the  young  lady  would  have  challenged 
krfoppoied  feducer,  and  (he  would  have  been  (hut  up  in  a  convent.  I 
l^ve  thought  itproper,  nevcrtheltrn,  to  relate  the  anecdote,  as  there  it 
nothing  in  it  repugnant  to  Mirabcau*s  chara^er  j  and  particular  cir- 
cumlbnces  might  induce  the  marquis  de  Marignane  to  adopt  aline  of 
conduA  different  from  what  the  general  view  of  the  cife  appeared  to 
<l>date.  There  is,  in  Mirabeau*s  Letters  in  the  prifon  of  Vincennet, 
a  narrative  of  the  tranfa^ion,  in  which  an  expcniive  intrigue  it  men- 
tioned, but  not  defcribed.     See  vol.  i    p.  30a,  et  feq. 

^  Anecdotes  da  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vj.  p.  163.  Difiionmiire 
^  la  Nobkflc*  Lcttfct  tcrites  du  Donjon  de  Vincennct,  voL  u 
p.  190. 

voi<,  u.  F  From 
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From  an  alliance  formed  on  fuch  principles,  ami 
at  Mirabeau's  age,  little  felicity  could  be  expefted. 
His  father,  though  he  would  not  fanftion  the  mar- 
riage by  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  conftrained 
confent,  prefented  Mirabeau  at  court,  made  him  hif 
reprefentative  in  Provence  and  Limoufm,  and  main- 
tained for  a  confiderable  time  an  amicable  epiftolary 
correfpondcnce,  in  which  he  ftyled  him  a  darling  fon, 
an  efteemed  advifer,  and  an  ufeful  *co-adjutor  *•. 
The  bride's  fortune,  however,  was  not  immediately 
paid ;  and  Mirabeau,  unreftrained  in  his  libertinifmft 
by  any  confiderations  arifmg  from  the  ftate  he  had 
recently  adopted,  foon  found  himfelf  three  hundred 
thoufand  livres  (i^;,i25/.)  in  debt  \  He  is  accufed 
of  having  treated  his  unfortunate  wife  with  the  moft 
favage  barbarity  • ;  and  the  accoimt  is  not  impro- 
bable, confidering  that  love  was  not  the  motive  of 
his  union,  that  he  was  naturally  choleric  and  cow- 
ardly, and  that  he  confidered  women  as  an  objeft 
of  phyfical  indulgence  rather  than  of  focial  efteem '. 
His  irregularities  became  fo  exceflive,  that  it  was 
thought  proper  to  obtain  a  lettre-dc'Cachet,  by  which 
he  was  compelled  to  fix  his  refidence  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Maurique  in  Provence ". 

He  obtained  a  releafe  from  this  confinement,  but 
It  operated  ho  change  in  his  morals  or  condudt :  on 
the  contrary,  he  feemed  to  grow  defperate,  and 
added  to  his  profligacy  a  calloufnefs  to  reproof, 
which  generally  indicates  the  moft  depraved  ftate  of 
vicious  infenfibility.  His  father  was  not  happy  in 
marrbge,  and  the  difputes  between  him  and  his 
wife  were  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  the  lady 
fued  for  a  feparate  maintenance.  Mirabeau  dis- 
played a  want  of  filial  feeling  altogether  unnatural 
He  had  fomented  the  difputes  between  his  parents ; 


n  Letrret  eeritei,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  1S9. 

»  Anecdotes  du  Rcgnede  Louis  XVI,  Tol.  Yu  p»  163* 

•  Vie  Publique,  Sec*  p.  7* 

<  Lettret  de  Mirabeau  it  Mauvillov,  p«.s}0>* 

•  Anecdotec  du  Re^ae  de  Louis  XVl,  vol.  vi.  p.  a6}. 


and 
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tuid  now,  availing  himfelf  of  his  talents,  went  to  his v 
father,  and,  for  an  hundred  Louis-d^or^  prepared 
his  memorial  for  the  court.  Having  done  this,  he 
repaired  to  his  mother,  and  by  inveftives  againft  his 
lather  induced  her  to  pay  the  fame  price  for  the 
lame  fervice.  Both  memorials  were  aQually  pre- 
fented,  and  the  unnatural  fon  enjoyed  the  double 
lucre  of  his  perfidy  and  infenfibiiity  ''. 

He  fUll  purfued  the  career  of  libertinifm  and  dif-  impiifon* 
honour  with  fuch  fhamelefs  effrontery,  that  it  being  *^* 
again  judged  neceffary  to  imprifon  him,  he  was  ex- 
iled to  the  city  of  Pontarlier  ^.     His  fifter,  madame 
de  Cabris,  had  affociated  herfelf  with  him  in  his  dif- 
graceful  piirfuits  ;  and,  in  revenge  for  fome  affront 
offered  to  her,  he  had  affaulted  the  baron  de  Ville- 
neuve,  who  commenced  a  fuit  and  recovered  fix 
thoufand  livres  (262/.  lox.)  damages  ^     While  at  rntrlgut 
Pontarlier,  he  fell  in  love  withj  and  feduced  from  ^»f'*  ^®- 
her  hufband,  Sophie  Ruffei,  marquife  de  Monnier.  R^ffci, . 
The  intrigue  was  for  fome  time  carried  on  in  fecret ; 
but  at  length  the  marquis,  who  was  feventy  years  of 
age,  obtaining  intelligence  of  the  fad,  to  revenge 
the  indignity  he  had  fuflained,  procured  an  order  to    . 
confine  Mirabeau  in  the  citadel  of  Dijon.     While 
he  was  in  this  place,  his  miflrefs  fuffered  great  feve- 
rities  «from  her  own  relations  j  and  Mirabeau's  fa- 
ther was  preparing  to  imprifon  him  with  more  flrift- 
nefs,   but  he  took    advantage   of   the  indulgence 
allowed  him  by  the  commandant  of  Dijon,  broke 
his  parole,  and  efcaped  into  Holland,  where  he  was 

«  Robifon^s  Proofs  of  a  Confpiracy,  p.  371. 

y  Anecdocef  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  V!.  p.  163.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  have  been  accurate  in  the  narration  of  Miraheau's  juvenile 
tdventares  and  the  inoprironments  which  enfued  from  them.  He  is 
&id,  befides  the  banifliments  and  confinements  already  mentioned,  to 
have  been  detained  m  the  chateau  dUf»  and  the  chateau  de  Joux  }  in 
faA,  he  himfelf  afterwards  boafled,  in  the  national  alTembly,  that  in 
the  couife  of  his  life,  feventeen  lettres- de-cachet  had  hwtt  iffued 
againft  him. 

*  Anecdotes  dti  Regne  de  Lours  XVI«  vol.  vi.  p.  163.  Preface  de 
Manuel  aux  Lettres  de  Mirabeau,  p.  8. 

F  a  joined 


6i  M I  S  A  B  E  A  tr. 

joined  by  Sophia.    It  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that 

Mirabeau  juftifies  this  efcape,  by  afferting  that  the 

commandant  connived  at  and  indiredly  advifed  it  \ 

Sentence        The  hufband  immediately  inftituted  a  fuit  againft 

bfro  "^      his  tvife,  in  which  flie  was  condemned  to  a  forfeiture 

of  dower  ;  and  a  profecution  againft  Mirabeau,  who 

was  fentenced,    by   default,     to    pay  fifty   livres 

(2L  3 J.  gd.)  as  a  fine  to  the  king  ;  forty  thoufand 

Lvres   (ly^oL)    as  damages  to    the  marquis  da 

Monnier;    and  to  be  beheaded  in  effigy  by  the 

common  hangman  ^ 

Arreftedin      As  the  execution  of  this  part  of  the  fentence 

oiiand.    ^Quid  h^ye  difgraced  the  whole  family,  every  exer- 

tion  was  made  to  obtain  a  reverfal  of  it ;  and  as  the 

judgment  had  been  obtained  by  default,  it  was  con- 

ceived  that  it  might  be  fet  afide  if  the  defendant 

could  be  brought  within  the   jurifdidion   of  the 

court.     His  family  employed  the  following  means 

to  get  him  arrefted :   an  exempt  de  police^  named 

Jaquet  de  Douei,  went  to  Holland  decorated  with 

the  military  crofs  of  St.  Louis  ;  and  pretending  to 

have  been  exiled  from  France  by  miniflerial  perfe- 

cution,  formed  an  intimacy  with  Mirabeau,  who 

lodged  at  the  houfe  of  a  tailor,  and  took  the  name 

of  St.  Mathieu.     The  exempt  found  means  to  take 

Mirabeau  into  cuftody,  and  both  he  and  Sophia 

were  brought  prifoners  to  France.     The  lady,  who 

was  now  pregnant,  was  till  her  lying-in  confined  in 

a  private  houfe,  and  afterwards  fent  to  the  convent 

May  1777.  ^^  Saint  Cl^re  at  Gien.    Mirabeau  was  imprifoned 

impnion-  jn  t^g  caftle  of  Vinceuues  *"• 

fd  at  Vin* 
caaoet. 

*  SeeLettret  ecritet  da  Donjon  de  Vincenneti  vol.  i.  p.  )l7, 
^  Anecdotes  du  Rcgne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  a^s.    FreiBftce  <{ff 
Manuel^  &c.  p.  at.  23. 

«  Preface  de  Manuel,  &c.  p.  14.*  Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  vi.  p.  a64. 
It  it  to  be  obferved,  that  Mirabeau  conipofed  a  laborious  defence  of 
his  condufi  up  to  this  period  in  the  (hape  of  a  memorial  to  hia  father,  in 
which  he  denies,  fupprelTei,  vindicates,  or  extenuates  many  of  the  fa^f 
indttdcd  in  the  preceding  oamtivc.    See  Lettrci  ccritei^  &c,  p.^  sty. 

la 


MIRABEAU.  69 

In  this  prilbn  he  remained  three  years  and  ffeven  His  cm. 
months,  nor  could  his  frequent  letters  to  the  mi..  P^^^y^***^** 
nifters,  in  which  he  exclaimed  againfl:  the  rigour  of 
his  detention,  and  demanded  the  privilege  ofa  trial, 
procure  his  enlargement,  or  any  fatisfadory  ex^ 
crtion  in  his  favour.  The  lieutenant  de  police  was 
ib  far  ixuerefted  in  his  behalf,  as  to  connive  at  a  • 
corrtfpondence  which  he  maintained  with  the  ob-^ 
jed  of  his  paflion ;  but,  fettered  with  this  condition, 
that  after  once  reading,  (he  fhpuld  return  the  letter 
to  the  infpedeur  de  police  **.  It  is  well  obferved  by 
Dr.  Moore,  that  "  Mirabeau's  exceffive  love  of 
^  pleafure  would  have  tended  to  render  him  com- 
^  pletely  diilipated,  and  of  courfe  left  him  ignqrapt, 
**  had  he  not  employed  the  long  intervals  of  con- 
^  finement  and  retirement  that  his  debauches  and 
**  his  want  of  money  obliged  him  to,  in  ftudie$ 
^*  which,  with  better  health  and  more  riches,  he 
*^  would  h^ve  negledled  %**  In  the  ftate  prifon  of 
Vincennes  he  feems  to  have  thought  ferioufly  of 
becoming  an  author.  He  had  before  a^fted  his 
father,  and  compiled  fome  literary  works,  which  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  publiihed,  and  had,  while  in 
Holland,  formed  a  literary  engagement  with  Fauche 
the  bookfeller,  though  none  of  his  produdions  were 
publiflied.  In  this  long  interval  of  feclufipn,  he 
applied  himielf  more  attentively  to  this  objed,  and 
b^an  tp  cpnfider  literature  as  a  pecuniary  refource# 
At  firft  he  employed  himfelf  in  compiling  a  French 
grammar  for  the  inftrudion  of  the  offspring  of  his 
illicit  amour ' ;  but  as  it  was  more  immediately  ne* 

ceffary 

^  Preface  de  Manuel,  &e.  p.  S.  The  colIeAion  of  letterc  wriften 
^  Mirabeau  during  this  impnronment,  and  after  his  death  publiihed 
by  Manuel,  do  their  author  no  credit  as  a  lover,  a  fcholar,  or  a  nuiH* 
They  exhibit  the  groiTnefs  of  appetite,  without  the  delicacy  of  paiTion  ) 
they  are  often  querulous  without  eloquence,  and  expoftulatory  without 
dignity. 

•  Moore*s  Tiew,  vol.  11.  p.  it  1. 

^  Sophie  was  delivered  of  a  girl  the  7th  January  177S.  Kfanuel 
^nlu  very  bighlj  of  Mirabeau's  Grammatical  Eflayi  Which,  accord. 

r  3  inj 
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ceffary  to  provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  infant, 
then  in  the'  care  of  a  wet  nurfe,  he  complied  with 
the  corrupt  tafte  of  the  times,  and  fupplied  the 
hawkers  with  obfcene  pamphlets,  under  the  titles  of 
Le  Liberim  de  ^ualitSj  Ma  Converfton^  and  Erotika 
BiblioTij  which  lad  uilites  blafphemy  with  mde- 
:^  cency*.      It  is,  however,  but  charitable  and  rea- 

fonable  to  conclude,  that  neceffity  and  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  public  mind  alone  induced  him  thus  to 
debafe  his  pen,  fince  even  while  thus  employed  he 
found  leifure  to  compofe  his  celebrated  effay  Sur  ks 
Lettres  de  Cachet^  et  ks  Prifons  d'Etat  \     It  was  af- 
terwards faid,  that   he  received  from  government 
five  thoufand  livres  (218/.   15  j,)  for  the  copy  of 
this  work,  and  that  an  edition  of  fix  thoufand  was 
found  in   the  Baftille   when  that  fortrefs  was  de- 
ftroyed  *.     It  was  publifiied  and  well  known  in  the 
world  many  years  before  that  event ''. 
17th  Dec.      At  length    Mirabeau   obtained   his   liberty,  and 
1780.        found    little   difficulty   in    invalidating   a   fentence 
^  ^*  ^'     tvhich  had  been  pronounced  merely  by  default,  and 
without  any  examination  of  witneffes.     His  miftrefs 
recovered  her  dower,  and  an  annuity  was  fettled  for 
her  maintenance  \     Mirabeau,    however,  did  not 
continue  long  attached  to  her  after  obtaining  hi| 
liberty. 
Goet  to         His  ftay  in  France  now  became  impoflible,  from 
Switzer-    the  magnitude  of  his  debts,  and  the  total  lofs  of 
his  character  j  he  went,  therefore,  to  refide  at  Ncuf- 


ing  to  hiin,  coniprifedy  in  twenty-five  pages,  all  the  eflential  rules  of 
the  Frf^nch  grammar,  explained  all  difKculties,  pointed  out  all  the 
exceptions  to  general  rules,  facilitated  the  conjugation  and  fyntax  of 
the  iiiegular  f  erbt  {  contained  all  the  rules  of  pronunciation  and  pro- 
fody,  and  paiticulsrly  explained  the  declen|ion  of  participles*  Fre* 
/ace  de  M  muel,  p.  35. 

t  Preface  de  Manuel,  p.  36,  '         * 

fc  Idem,  p.  3«. 

1  Ste  Le  Livre  rouge,  and  the  editorTc  Annotatjoct* 

^  See  Lettres  de  Mirabeau  a  Cbamfon>  p*  I* 

1  Preface  de  Manuel,  p.  %%. 

chatel 
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<hatel  in  Switzerland,  where  he  publifced  his  effay 
on  Lettres  de  Cachet ".  For  fome  years  after  this, 
alraoft  all  traces  of  Mirabeau  are  loft,  he  feems  to 
have  been  involved  in  obfcurity  and  penury.  It  Suit 
appears^  however,  that  he  commenced  an  adion  £^5^1!"^^  '• 
againft  his  father,  for  maintenance  and  arrears,  in 
which  he  finally  Succeeded  ''•    It  is  alfo  averred,  that  and  wife. 

he 

*  Anecdotes  du  Rcgne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi,  p,  364. 

*  Lettres  dc  Mirabeau  \  Chamfort,  p.  45*  I  have  not  been  very 
minute  in  my  reiearches  refpe^ling  the  origin  of  thefe  family  difputet, 
as  the  difculiion  would  not  tntereft  the  reader.  The  character  of 
Mirabeau,  as  difplayed  in  the  whole  of  his  life,  does  not  impart  a 
£ivorable  prepofFeflion  of  his  filial  condu^,  and  independently  of  anf 
provocation  }  and  the  temper  of  the  elder  Mirabeau,  as  it  is  repre- 
fented,  docs  not  acquit  him  of  probable  mifconducl.  The  complaintt 
the  father  and  fon  had  a  right  to  make  againft  each  other  are  thus 
predated  in  the  abftrafl  by  Mirabeau  himfelfi  «  What  have  yo«» 
**  .done  r*  my  father  will  exclaim:  **  Your  youth  afforded  a  prcOige  of 
**  the  diforders  of  your  more  mature  ;)ge.  I  wa»  obliged  to  impriion 
**  yo«  at  icventten,  and  omitting  your  Imaller  profligacies,  this  is  a  brief 
V  (ketch  t>f  your  life.  As  foon  as  you  could  aft  for  yourfelf,  you 
•*  contraAed  enormous  debts  5— when,  in  order  to  fave  the  fortune  of 
**  my  grandfon,  I  caufed  you  to  be  banifhed  from  my  eftates,  and 
^<  confined  to  a  city,  you  broke  through  all  reftriflions  to  purfue  freih 
*<  extravagances  j  you  have  drawn  on  youi  felf  a  crimmal  profecution  } 
^*  you  compelled  me  to  get  yoti  confined  in  a  citadel,  and  then  abufed 
^  the'  liberty  which  had  been  allowed  you  by  the  commandant,  to 
^  (educe  and  carry  off  a  woman  of  quality.  Certainly,  juftice  hat 
*^  not  been  done,  but  the  injudice  confiUs  in  (hielding  you  from  the 
*'  feverity  of  the  laws.**  In  anfwer  to  this  fuppofed  accufation, 
Mirabeau  depifls  his  father  in  the  following  colours  :  <<  The  marquis 
"  de  Mirabeau,  after  paifing  a  moft  licentious  youth,  fignalized  hia 
"  more  mature  age  by  the  following  traits.  He  profecuted  one  of  hit 
•*  brothers,  in  France  and  in  foreign  countries,  with  an  inveteracy 
*•  which  afforded  room  to  fufpeft  that  he  wi(hed  to  evade  the  payment 
"  of  his  patrimony.  He  has  ruined  himfelf  in  creating  a  political 
'*  economy.  He  has  deteriorated  the  property  of  his  wife  and  children 
•*  by  two  millions  (87,500/.)  while  declaiming  ag'iinft  luxury  and 
'*  debts.  He  continued  obdmately  to  refide  at  Paris  to  fo(m  a  new 
"  U^t  though  he  had  injured  his  own  fortune,  and  was  continually 
'^  preaching  to  all  his  feltow.citizens  retirement  to  their  own  eftates, 
"  Three  times  he  infefledhis  wife  with  themoft  (hameful  of  maladies, 
"  while  he  was  in  the  daily  habit  of  crying  up  purity  of  manners.  He 
'*  has  notorioufly  made  fettlements  on  his  miftreffes,  while  he  affe^ed 
"  to  deplore  the  depravity  of  the  age.  The  feeling  and  tender  friend 
**  of  man,  {Tamidn  bomaui,)  whole  exalted  foul  cannot  ftoop  to  vuU 
'*  gar  affections,  dil<Uins  bis  family,  and  loves  the  whole  human 
"  race.  He  has  perfecuted  his  wife,  and  every  one  of  his  children. 
"  He  has  turned  out  of  doors,  and  confined  in  a  convent,  a  wife  who 
"  hid  brought  him  a  fortune  of  fifty  thoufand  livfes  (1187'')  a-yw» 
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he  inftituted  a  fuit  againft  his  wife,  claiming  tfae 
cuftody  of  her  perfon  and  property,  or  requiring^ 
as  an  aJtemative,  that  fhe  fhould  retire  to  a  convent. 
S78).  He  pleaded  on  his  own  behalf  before  the  parliament . 
of  Aix.  The  archduke  Ferdinand  and  his  confort, 
together  with  the  moft  diftin^iflied  perfonages  of 
the  city,  were  prefent.  Every  one  was  chromed 
with  the  eloquence  difplayed  by  Mirabeau ;  but  the 
allegations  of  matrimonial  mifcondud  and  immanly 
cruelty  were  fo  ftrong  againft  him,  that  he  loft  his 
caufe  . 

Writes  on  In  Order  to  enable  himfelf  to  turn  his  literary  ta« 
!!j*^/!?*f-  lents  to  a  better  account,  Mirabeau  had  contracted 
an  intimacy  with  the  celebrated  Nicolas  Chamfort, 
who,  if  he  wanted  the  genius  and  audacity  of  Mi- 
rabeau, poflefled  much  more  extenfive  information^ 
and  who,  confcious  of  the  feeblenefs  of  his  own 
charader,  viras  content  to  dired  that  ardour  in  an* 
other,  which  he  could  not  create  in  himfelf.  By 
Chamfort's  affiftance,  Mirabeau  was  enabled  to  pro- 
duce  his  work  intitled  Confideratims  fur  VOrdre  de 
Cincinnatus.  In  preparing  this  publication,  Mira^ 
beau  ufed  the  greateft  diligence;  and  befides  die 
advantages  derived  from  Chamfort,  vifited  Dr, 
Franklin,  then  at  Paris,  and  confulted  with  him 
during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  work.    His  gains 


**  and  eleren  children.  He  hat  withheld  her  alimony,  contravened 
'<  hit  moft  folemn  engagements,  and  harafled  heo  from  year 
<<  to  year,  with  /ettres»di.cacbet.  He  hat  obtained  decreet,  againft  hit 
*'  muther-in-Iaw,  and  her  cldeft  Ton,  to  gratify  his  own  lore  of 
«(  guardianihipt,  and  becaufe  he  fancies  himfelf  an  excellent  manager 
**  (ihe  beft  proof  would  be  hit  own  rental).  He  compelled  his  eldeft 
*<  daughter  to  take  the  veil.  He  has  perfecuted  hit  fons,  and  refuled 
**  them  the  flighicft  pecuniary  afliftance.  He  hat  attempted  to  extend 
**  hit  tyranny  over  one  daughter  who  it  married,  and  whofe  huiband 
"  made  no  complaint.  In  the  fame  manner  he  behaved  to  all  hit 
**  children,  except  a  daughter,  who  found  favour  in  hit  fight  by  her 
*<  complaifance  t.u  his  miHrefs,  and  becaufe  her  hufband  hat  had  the 
<*  art  to  profeft  a  paflionate  admiiation  o(  tbe  tiommieal  mtUt*^*  Lettrct 
ccritet  du  Donjon  de  Vincennet,  vol.  i.  p.  185.  187. 
«  Anecdoui  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi,  p»  a^y* 

were 
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ira-e  but  fmall,  as  the  Englifli  bookfellers  were 
tverfe  to  fpeculate  on  the  fubjed,  and  difcouraged 
the  author  ^  The  work,  however,  met  with  con^ 
fiderable  applaufe. 

Mirabeau  had  now  formed  a  connexion  with  a  Augr.i7f4t 
mademoifelle  Nehrat,  to  whom  he  continued  at-  ^^'^* 
tached  for  feveral  years.  In  order  to  publifli  his 
woik,  he  refoived  to  go  to  London,  accompanied 
by  this  lady,  who,  for  decency's  &ke,  was  called 
comteffe  de  Mirabeau.  After  a  ftormy  paflage,  they 
arrived  in  England,  and  eftablifhed  themfelves  in 
Hatton-Garden.  Mirabeau,  after  publifliing  the 
book  with  which  he  came  prepared,  was  involved 
in  great  pecuniary  diftrefs,  which  he  fought  to  re- 
fieve  by  forming  engagements  with  bookfellers.  In 
confequence  of  thefe,  he  produced  fome  volumes  of 
a  work  called  Le  Confervateur.  The  original  in- 
tention, as  defcribed  by  Mirabeau,  was  to  analyfe 
^ood  books  of  every  defcription,  and  to  draw  from 
the  unformed  mafs  of  periodical  publications  de- 
tached pieces,  which,  from  their  brevity,  were  liable 
to  be  forgotten  ^.  He  was  yet  unacquainted  with 
the  Englilh  language;  but  conceiving  that  Englifh 
literature  would  fucceed  in  France,  undertook  to 
tranflate,  and  qualified  himfelf  for  the  tafk  while 
performing  it ;  he  procured  a  grammar  and  dic- 
tionary, and  learned  the  Englifh  language  as  he  pnvt 
ceeded  in  his  tranflation '. 

f  Lcttret  de  Mirabeau  a  Chamfort,  p.  30.  43.  87. 

1  Idem,  P»67.  74-  S3. 

'  Paget,  vol.i.  p.  377.  To  a  genius  like  Mtrabeau»  fucb  an  exer* 
tton  might  be  poflible,  but  it  ought  to  fenre  rather  at  a  warning  than 
an  encouragement  to  other  tranflators.  I  can  hardly  ihthk  the  work 
alluded  toby  Pagis  to  have  been  a  fele^ion  of  £nglifh  comediet| 
which,  in  a  letter  to  Chamfort,  he  expreffed  an  inclination  to  at* 


'^"^P^  (p*93)*  The  colloquial  language  of  comedy  was  not  fuited 
to  that  mind  which  could  fo  iuccersfuTly  commit  a  plagiarifm  on  Burke 
'  (Tor  Wilde  regret  that  the  whole  works  of  that  inefti* 

d  not  been  tran dated  by  Mirabeau.    See  Addrefs  to 

)e  Peoplei  p.  ISS* 
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During  his  flay  in  England,  Mirabeau  was  obliged 
to  profecute  one  Hardy,  who  lived  with  him  as 
fecretary,  for  dealing  fome  of  his  property.  The 
prifoner  was  acquitted,  and  Mirabeau's  enemies  have 
endeavoured  to  fix  grievous  inculpations  on  his 
character  for  this  profecution ;  but,  on  a  fair  re- 
view of  the  proceeding,  he  feems  in  no  manner 
blamable ". 

On  his  return  to  Paris,  Mirabeau,  ftill  an  author 
by  profeflion,  turned  his  attention  to  finance,  then 
the  mod  popular  topic,  and  produced  Conjider attorn 
fur  la  Caiffe  d^Efcompte^  and  Conftderations  fur  la 
Banque  de  St.  Charles^  neither  of  which  are  now 
much  remembered.  In  thefe  works  he  accommap 
dated  himfelf  fo  much  to  the  principles  laid  down  by 
Calonne,  that  he  was  fufpccled  of  being  hired  by 
that  minifter^  In  faft,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
he  received  fome  pecuniary  affiitance,  and,  perhaps, 
a  promife  of  being  employed  in  the  diplomatic  line, 
as  that  appears  now  to  have  become  an  objeft  of  his 
attention,  and,  for  a  long  time,  to  have  formed  his 
chief  ambition. 

Aftuated  by  this  motive,  and  invefted  with  fecrct 
orders,  though  not  recognized  in  any  public  capa- 
city, by  Calonne,  Mirabeau  went  to  Berlin.  The 
period  of  his  arrival  was  remarkable  and  in- 
terefting.  Frederic  II.  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  Greats  was  in  his  laft  illnefs ;  he  fent  for,  wel- 
comed, and  was  peculiarly  kind  to  Mirabeau,  who 
was  the  laft  foreigner  admitted  to  his  converfation, 
though  many  poble  travellers  teftified  their  wiflies 
for  that  honour  ".  On  the  demife  of  that  illuftrioqs 
monarch,  Mirabeau  wrote  two  memorials  or  letters 

•  Sec  Vic  Publi«iuc,  Sec.  |».i  8.  Seflfions  Paper*, 1 714-5,  Clark  Mayor. 
«   Anecflolcs  du  Rcgnc  dc  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  165. 

*  See  Miiabeau's  Advertifement,  prefixed  to  theNfemorial  prdented 
to  Frederic  William  II.  printed  with  the  Tmnflation  of  bit  becrtc 
Hiltory  of  the  Court  of  ficilin,  by  BladoQ,  il^%» 

to 
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to  hi8  fucceflbr,  in  which  he  gave  advice  with  equal 
freedom  and  confidence,  and  reviewed  the  ftate  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  meafures  of  the  deceafed 
monarch,  in  a  ftyle  bold  and  impreffive,  yet  exempt 
from  every  mark  of  rudenefs  and  difre(peft  *.  One 
of  his  principal  obje£ts  was  to  induce  the  new  monarch 
to  place  the  Jews,  hitherto  grievoufly  opprefled,  on 
the  fame  footing  with  his  other  fubjefts.  To  attain 
this  end,  Mirabeau  fpared  no  labour;  he  did  not 
confine  his  efforts  to  a  memprial,  but  wrote  in  the 
French  and  German  journals,  excited  others  to  write, 
and  ufed  every  exertion  calculated  to  defeat  prejudice 
and  infure  fuccefs  ^. 

Mirabeau's  conduct  in  this  affair  was  not  difin-  Motiret, 
teefled :  he  confidered  himfelf  'qualified  to  filf  a 
high  department  in  the  flate,  and  expefted  to  obtain 
fome  poft  of  honour;     The  new  king,  however,  was 
difgufted  with  his  licentious  and  profligate  manners, 
fhocked  at  his  open  profeflion  of  atheifm,  and  not 
inclined  to  pay  regard  to  his  pretenfions.      This 
jdifappointment  induced  Mirabeau  to  conneft  him- 
felf with  a  band  of  writers  who  had  united  to  dilTemi- 
nate  licentious  principles,  both  in  religion  and  go- 
vernment.     His  audacity,  his  knowledge  of  men 
^d  manners,  and  particularly  his  talent  for  farcafm, 
were  highly  ufeful  to  this  jtinto,  at  whofe  infligation 
he  produced  feveral  pieces  tending  to  make  thofe  in 
jidminiftration   the  objeds   of  public   ridicule  and 
reproach.     Among  thefe  were  the  Letters  on  the 
Conflitution  of  the  PrufTian  States,  the  Chronique 
Scandaleufi^  and,  afterwards,  the  Hijioire  fecrcte  de 
la  Cour  de  Berlin  '. 

One  of  the  mofl  remarkable  events  which  diftin-  Becomet 
guiftied  Mirabeau's    refid^nce  in  Berlin,    was   his  ^",'i|,T*" 
affodation  with  a  daring  and  dangerous  feft,  enemies 

»  TTic  tranflator  of  ihi<  work  truly  afltrts,  that  the  reafoning  is  ia 
a  great  mcafure  borrowed  from  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations.*  Sec 
Tranilation  above- mentionecJ,  vol,  ii,  p.  372.  n.         ^ 

y  See  Lettreit  ite  Mirabeau  a  Mauvillon^  p.  ^, 

*  ftobifon*!  Proofs,  p,  a74>  175. 
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of  religion,  government,  and  all  focial  order,  difc 
tinguiftied  by  thenameof  Illuminati. 
Account  Thc  patronage  aflforded  by  Frederic  II.  king  of 
•f^that  Pruffia,  to  Voltaire,  d'Alembert,  and  other  writers, 
who  affeded  to  treat  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  re- 
velation in  general,  as  a  mere  impoflure,  had  given 
fqch  extenfive  credence  and  circulation  to  their 
opinions,  that  profelytes  and  champions  were  to  be 
found  in  every  country.  Their  works  were  greedily 
v^ad,  and  the  avenues  to  fame  entirely  ingrofled  by 
their  partifans.  The  wit  and  farcaftic  vein  of  Vol-r 
taire,  together  with  his  acknowledged  pre-eminence 
in  many  walks  of  polite  literature,  rendered  oppot 
iition  dangerous,  as  the  refult  was,  in  general,  the 
contempt  of  the  multitude  of  fmall  wits,  who  are 
ever  more  ready  to  laugh  than  to  reafon,  and  who 
can  cry  down  an  author  againd  whom  their  talents 
would,  in  any  other  way,  be  employed  in  vain^ 
Nor  were  the  doftrines  fet  up  by  thefe  new  philofo- 
phers  devoid  of  external  claims  to  popular  appro« 
t)ation.  They  afieded  univerfal  tolerance,  and  de« 
claimed  againft  prieftcraft,  and  fuperftition  alone* 
3ut  from  the  vices  they  turned  their  arms  againft 
the  eftablilhment.  By  putting  extreme  cafes  of 
fuppofition,  by  bringing  forward  the  mod  ftriking 
events  recorded  in  hiftory,  which  refleft  on  the  con* 
duft  of  priefts,  they  facilitated  the  deduftion,  that 
the  facerdotal  charafter  never  alters ;  and  that  be- 
caufe  numerous  inftances  are  found  of  priefts  who 
have  been  avaricious,  profligate,  ambitious,  or 
cruel;  avarice,  profligacy,  ambition,  and  cruelty 
mufl:  neceflarily  form  an  integral  part  of  the  difpo- 
fiiion  of  the  whole  priefthood. 

They  could  not,  however,  believe  that  all  man* 
kind  would  refift  the  convidion  of  experience,  andf 
^  fpite  of  their  own  obfervation,  conclude  againft 
individuals,  merely  becaufe  involved  in  general  far- 
cafms  or  undiftinguifhing  cenfures.  To  prevent  the 
effe^  of  thefe  confiderations,  they  redoubled  their 
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Attacks  on  thofe  books  which  form  the  bafis  of  the 
Chriftian  religion ;  they  laboured,  with  incredible 
perfeverance,  to  impeach  their  veracity,  hoping,  by 
fuch  means,  to  procure  currency  for  the  opinion, 
that  a  prieft,  if  not  cruel,  was  a  mean,  diflembling 
hypocrite,  who,  in  order  to  eat  his  bread  in  idlenefs, 
vouched  for  ftories  he  did  not  believe,  and  recom- . 
mended  do^rines  in  which  he  had  no  ^th.  Thefe 
efforts  were  attended  with  great  fuccefs,  and  per- 
haps the  mod  important  firft-fruit  of  them  was  the 
degradation  of  the  priefthood  in  the  eyes  of  man- 
kind ;  many  who  could  not  hate  or  defpife,  began 
to  pity,  and  inftead  of  contemplating  them  as  the 
champions  of  a  facred  doftrine,  under  whofe  banners 
they  muft  fight  to  obtain  an  immortal  reward,  con- 
fidered  them  as  docile  fupporters  of  a  flagrant  im- 
pofture,  which  they  wanted  courage  to  examine,  or 
ability  to  deteft. 

Had  the  eflforts  of  this  anti-chriftian  party  been 
confined^  like  thofe  of  their  predecefTors,  to  mere 
polemical  writings,  their  profelytes  would  have  been 
few,  and  their  attacks  fpeedily  forgotten.  But  they 
had  recourfe  to  new  arms.  The  fprightly  genius  of 
Voltaire,  united  with  extenfive  reading,  and  a  great 
fedlity  of  combination,  enabled  him  to  give  diverfity 
to  the  forms  of  aflault,  and  inftead  of  confining 
himfelf  to  dry  effays,  or  harfli  critical  difcuffions,  to 
ftrew  the  feeds  of  fcepticifm  in  every  department  of 
the  fdences ;  to  make  hiftory,  philofophy,  and 
aftronomy  the  vehicles  of  his  fatire.  That  even  the 
lighter  mmds  might  not  efcape  infeftion,  and  that 
t&  mere  readers  for  amufement  (a  numerous  tribe) 
might  be  inlifted  in  the  caufe,  novels  and  tales  were 
&bricated,  in  which,  while  the  fancy  was  amufed  by 
all  the  brilliancy  and  luxuriance  or  unbounded  wit, 
graced  with  all  the  decorative  charms  which  a  pen 
rf  more  than  threefcore  years*  experience  could 
confer,  the  heart  was  poifoned  with  doubts  which  in- 
dolence or  want  of  vigour  would  not  fuffer  the  reader 
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to  remove,  but  which,  while  they  fluttered  his  va-» 
nity  by  eafy  triumphs,  arifing  from  the  difplay  of 
borrowed  wit,  fettered  his  judgment  in  chams  v^kh 
were  never  to  be  loofened,  and  which  the  deluded 
wretch  miftook  for  ornaments  becaufe  he  heard  them 
jingle. 

As  the  aflailants  of  religion  increafed  in  number, 
an  opportunity  offered  of  uniting  them   ftill  more 
firmly,  of  producing  that  interchange  of  fentiment 
which  facilitates  difcuffion,  and  of  fubjefting  every 
fpecies  of  literature,    and   every  topic   of  human 
curiofity,  to  the  influence  of  their  favourite  fpecula- 
tions :    this   was   the   projefted  publication  of  the 
French  Endyclopedia.     To  obtain  the  exclufive  di- 
reAion  of  this  work  became  a  favourite  view  of  the 
new  philofophers,  and,  by  the  influence  of  d*Alem- 
bert,  they  were  enabled   to  accomplifli  it.     They 
ufed  their  advantage  with  vigour  and  addrefs ;  con- 
fcious  that  attacks  too  dired  and  open  againft  a 
prevailing  fyftem  would  fruftrate  their  own   end, 
they  adopted  a  mode  of  condud  apparently  very 
moderate,  but  fraught  with  the  moll  artful  duplicity. 
■  In  treating  of  certain  topics,  fuch  as  the  ewftcnce 
of  God,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  &c.  they  made 
a  point  to  detail  thofe  reafons  which  were  favour- 
able to  the  popular  belief;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
by  reference  to  other  articles,  contrived  to  dircft 
the  reader^s  attention  to  arguments  more  forcibly 
urged,  and  more  fpecioufly  advanced,   tending  to 
deftroy  the  opinions   they  had  at  firft  coldly  in- 
culcated. 

The  feft,  by  thcfe  and  other  means,  became  nu- 
merous and  popular  ;  the  great,  influenced  by  the 
king  of  Pruffia's  example,  and  fenlible  that  fame  or 
difgrace  wete  in  the  gift  of  thofe  who  commanded 
the  portals  of  literature,  opened  tg  them  their  purfes 
and  their  palaces.  The  rifing  generation  of  wits, 
eager  to  fecure  the  fame  advantages,  adopted  the 
fame  means  j  any  refpedlhewn  to  the  forms  or  even 
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to  the  more  effential  dodrinesof  religion,  was  foon 
decried  as  the  mark  of  a  grovelling  genius,  or  aa 
uncultured  underftanding. 

From  attacking  the  higheft  objefts  of  human 
veneration,  the  mind  is  led  by  an  eafy  gradation  to 
refill  the  immediate  depofitaries  of  temporal  autho- 
rity. The  hatred  of  kings  naturally  followed  the 
endeavour  to  obliterate  the  fentiments  of  religious 
belief,  Voltaire  and  d'Alcmbert,  favoured  by  no- 
bles and  carefled  by  kings,  were,  at  fiifl:,  afhamed 
to  make  their  authority  the  objeft  of  a  dired  attack ; 
they  indicated  in  their  writings  fome  enmity  to 
royalty,  but  were  compelled,  to  preferve  appearances, 
to  confine  themfelves  to  general  declamations,  or 
anonymous  philippics.  It  was  referved  for  another 
writer,  equally  hoftile  to  religion  with  themfelves, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  thofe  doftrines  of  liberty  and 
equality,  which,  however  fpecious,  have  by  mif- 
conftrudion  and  exaggerations  produced  fo  many 
evils,  fuch  wide-fpreading  anarchy,  fo  general  a  de- 
pravation of  morals,  and  fuch  extenfive  mifery. 
Rc^fleau,  a  republican  by  birth,  an  author  by  pro- 
feifion>  unnoticed  by  the  great,  and  endowed  with  a 
rancorous  heart  and  gloomy  difpofition,  was  de- 
firous  of  extending  his  fame  by  being  the  author  of 
new  fyftems,  and  by  defending  apparent  paradoxes. 
He  began,  in  eflfays  and  popular  romances,  to  broach 
thofe  extravagant,  though  fplendid  notions  of  li- 
berty which,  in  order  to  make  individuals  free,  dif- 
unite  fociety  ;  and,  to  exalt  man  in  a  fanciful  fcale 
formed  by  vanity,  degrade  him  to  that  ftate  in  which 
^  human  fpecies  would  exift  if  arts,  manners,  and 
civilization  were  unknown.  A  difciple  of  this  fyftemi 
might  boaft  that  he  was 

— a«  free  as  nature  firft  made  man 
Ere  the  bafe  fervitude  of  laws  began. 
When  wild  in  woods  the  noble  favage  ran. 

The 
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The  do£Wnes  of  infidelity,  and  thofc  fo  nearly 
allied  to  them,  of  diforganization,  found  their  ear« 
lieft  promoters  in  France ;  but  with  fuccefs  widely 
different.  The  neceflity  of  fupportmg  a  form  of 
government  was,  from  its  daily  contaft  with  all 
their  funftions,  obvious  to  thofe  whom  vanity,  le- 
vity, or  worfe  motives  rendered  indifferent  to  iimo- 
vations  in  matters  of  religion  ;  and  thus,  while  the 
police  maintained  the  ftrifteft  vigilance  with  refpeft 
to  publications  on  government,  the  principles  of  in« 
fidelity,  even  to  the  excefs  of  atheifm,  were  openly 
.avowed  by  minifters,  courtiers,  and  even  by  many 
of  the  clergy. 

The  ridicule  of  things  facred  was  not,  however, 
fufficient  to  gratify  thofe  who,  with  the  purchale 
they  had  already  gained,  meditated  the  immenfe 
and  important  projeft  of  turning  the  whole  Chrif- 
tian  world.  •  That  atheifUcal  philofophers,  and 
raving  enthufiafts  in  politics^  fhould  in  fmall  de- 
tachments, or  by  feparate  exertions,  try  their 
ftrength  in  various  countries,  was  a  matter  of  no 
great  importance.  Another  fcheme,  more  exten- 
five,  more  operative,  and  more  confiilent,  became 
neceffary  ;  and  to  give  fhapc  and  execution  to  fuch 
a  plan  was  the  talk;  of  Dr.  Adam  Weifhaupt,  p^o- 
feflbr  of  canon  law  in  the  univerfity  of  Ingolftadt. 
This  man,  bred  under  the  Jefcits,  was,  on  the  abo- 
lition of  their  order,  induced  to  change  |iis  views  ; 
and,  from  being  their  pupil,  be  became  their  moft 
bitter  enemy. 

Weifhaupt  was  member  of  a  lodge  of  free-mafons 
eftablifhed  at  Munich  in  Bavaria,  called  the  Lodge 
Theodore^  of  good  CounfeU  This  lodge  correfponded 
with,  and  had  formed  a  particular  fyftem  of  its  own 
by  inflruftions  from  the  Loge  des  Chevaliers  bien" 
Jaifans  at  Lyons;  it  was  thoroughly  imbued  wkh 
the  modern  principles,  and  in  no  degree  refembled 
the  mafonic  inftitutions  in  England,  or  thofe  which 
were  immediately  derived  from  or  informed   by 

them 


MIRABEAU.  8f 

them.  This  lodge  occupied  itfelf  with  economical^ 
ftatiflical,  and  political  matters ;  and  had  arranged 
a  fyfiem  of  cofmopoh'tifm,  propoling,  as  a  funda- 
mental pofition  in  the  formation  of  fociety,  th^t 
every  office  fhould  be  held  by  a  man  of  talents  and 
virtue,  and  that  every  kind  of  ability  fhould  be  em- 
ployed in  a  fuitable  ftation.  The  engaging  pidures 
of  poffible  felicity  in  a  fociety  fo  conftituted  were 
very  captivating  to  youth  ;  and  as  the  members  of 
the  lodge  were  enjoined  to  promulgate  their  doc- 
trines by  all  poffible  means,  they  obtained  many 
profelytes. 

Wdlhaupt  had  long  entertained  a  fcheme  for  efla- 
bliihing  an  affi^ciation  which  in  time  fhould  govern  the 
world.  The  fyftem  of  cofmopolitifm  was  fo  favour- 
able to  his  views,  that  he  took  great  pains  to  inculcate 
it  in  the  minds  of  thofe  numerous  pupils  whom  his 
high  reputation  as  a  profeffor  of  civil  law  drew  to  his 
lefturcs.  He  employed  his  eloquence  in  defcribing 
the  abfurdity  and  horrors  of  fuperftirion  with  fuch 
effcft,  that  his  youthful  audience  eafily  underwent 
the  inviting  tranfition  to  general  infidelity  and  irre- 
ligion.  With  this  afcendancy  over  the  minds  of 
feveral  youths  of  good  family,  he  became  the 
founder  of  a  new  feft ;  and  his  emiffaries  had 
already  been  very  fuccefsful  in  procuring  adherents, 
when  the  audacity  of  the  lodge  Theodore  occafioned 
alarms  in  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  who  difcovering 
too  late  that  the  feft  of  Illuminati  had  taken 
deep  root,  and  produced  the  moft  dangerous  effi^fts 
in  his  flates,  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  them,  but  in 
vim.  He  banifhed  Weifhaupt,  together  with  tw'o 
Italian  marquiies,  and  one  Zwack  a  counfellor, 
bis  devoted  adherents,  and  imprifoned  feveral 
others. 

'  Weifliaupt  fullenly  retired,  refufing  'a  proffered 
penfion,  to  Regenfburg  on  the  confines  of  Switzer- 
had.  Confiding  in  the  early  fuccefs  of  his  projefts, 
and  the  numbers  of  his  profelytes  in  diffisrent  coua- 
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tries,  he  boldly  wrote  in  defence  of  the  feft  of  Illu- 
M  IN  ATI ;  knowing  that  inquiry  would  inftigate  cu- 
riofity,  and  that  if  fome  were  led  to  abhor  and  dread 
the  new  fociety,  mapy  would  be  induced  to  inquire 
after  and  embrace  it,  while  the  great  majority  of 
mankind,  wrapt  in  fecurity,  would  be .  indifferent 
to  its  progrefs. 

The  principles  of  the  Illuminati,  as  denounced 
to  the  eledor  of  Bavaria  by  fome  apoftates  who  had 
not  attained  any  very  exalted  rank,  were  thefe ; — 
*'  The  order  was  to  abjure  Chriftianity ;  and  to 
**  refufe  admiflion  to  the  higher  degrees  to  all  who 
*'  adhered  to  any  of  the  three  confeffions.  Senfual 
"  pleafures  were  reftored  to  the  rank  they  held  in 
**  the  Epicurean  philofophy.  Self-murder  was  juf- 
"  tified  on  ftoical  principles.  In  the  lodges,^  death 
*'  was  declared  an  eternal  fleep*  Patriotifm  and 
•'  loyalty  were  called  narrow-minded  prejudices, 
*'  and  incompatible  with  univerfal  benevolence. 
^'  Continual  declamations  were  made  on  liberty 
**  and  equality,  as  the  unalienable  rights  of  man. 
"  The  baneful  influence  of  accumulated  property 
*'  was  declared  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  the 
**  happinefs  of  any  nation,  whofe  chief  laws  were 
**  framed  for  its  protection  and  increafe.  Nothing 
**  was  fo  frequently  difcourfed  of  as  the  propriety 
**  of  employing  for  a  good  purpofe  the  means  which 
**  the  wicked  employed  for  evil  purpofes;  and  it 
**  was  taught,  that  the  preponderancy  of  good  in 
**  the  ultimate  refult  confecrated  every  mean  em- 
**  ployed,  and  that  wifdom  and  virtue  confifted  in 
**  properly  determining  this  balance.**  Thefe  prin- 
ciples were  denied  by  Weifhaupt ;  who  was  un- 
doubtedly angry  that  fafts  of  fuch  importance 
(hould  be  difclofed  to  aflbciates  fo  young,  and  whofe 
fidelity  had  not  been  fufficiently  infured  :  but  the 
information  gained  by  fubfequent  difclofures  fully 
evinces  that  the  communication  was  ftriftly 
true. 
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The  young  members  were  not  immediately  ad- 
mitted to  a  knowledge  of  thefe  principles :  had  thev 
been  difclofed  ere  the  mind  was  properly  preparea, 
terror  and  amazement  would  have  repelled  many 
profelytes.  To  induce  them  to  wander  in  the  mazes 
of  depravity,  it  was  neceflary  to  decorate  the  en- 
trance with  emblems  of  wifdom  and  virtue :  for 
this  purpofe,  when  any  of  the  elder  adepts  had  dif- 
covered  a  perfon  whom  they  judged  fit  for  their 
purpofe,  (perfons  whom  they  were  no  lefs  careful 
to  examine  than  diligent  to  feek,)  they  made  a 
point  to  gain  his  confidence  by  fuch  declarations 
and  fentiments  as  are  moft  captivating  to  a  virtuous 
and  benevolent  mind,  while  they  fecured  his  grati- 
tude and  attachment  by  extending  the  refources  and 
emboldening  the  eflforts  of  his  genius.  At  his  firft 
entrance  into  the  fociety,  the  novice  was  encouraged 
to  hope  every  thing  if  he  rendered  himfelf  worthy 
of  a  more  intimate  confidence.  By  difplaying  fhewy 
thefes,  and  ufing  the  pupil  to  reafon  on  them  witn 
fuccefs,  they  imparted  a  habit  and  readinefs  of  dif- 
putation;  and  the  novice,  accuftomed  to  combat 
received  notions  as  prejudices,  was  led  by  impercep- 
tible degrees  to  oppofe  the  moft  confirmed  doftrines 
in  religion  and  government.  His  gradations  to  the 
higher  claffes  were  performed  with  a  rapidity  or  pro- 
craftination  proportionate  to  the  ardour  he  difplayed 
in  qualifying  himfelf  for  the  more  concealed  arcana 
and  more  atrocious  confidence.  In  proportion  as 
he  advanced  in  the  path  of  profelytifm,  he  was  en- 
couraged with  new  gradations,  new  difclofures,  and 
new  employments,  till  at  laft,  not  without  many  oc- 
cult ceremonies  and  formal  abjurations  and  profef- 
fions,  he  was  inflated  in  the  full  dignities  of  the  fu- 
perior  claTs. 

The  degrees  to  be  pafled  through  were  thefe  :— 
ift  clafs,  or  nurfery ;  preparation,  novice,  minerval, 
iUuminatus  minor. — ad  clafs  ^   apprentice,  fellow- 
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craft,  mafter,  illuminatus  majors  illumlnatus  £ri- 
gens.— 3d  clafs ;  prefbyter,  prince,  magus,  rex. 

Some  pupils,  whofe  minds  were  not  fufficiendy 
apt,  or  whofe  principles  were  too  firmly  rooted  to 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  fed,  were  initiated  only 
in  the  degrees  of  the  firft  clafs,  and  there  left  with  a 
foil  perfuafion  of  the  innocence  and  laudable  views 
of  the  fociety.  They  omitted  no  means  which  in- 
genuity could  devife,  or  perfeverance  effeft,  to  in- 
creafe  their  influence,  and  attain  a  refpeftable  and 
permanent  eftablifhment.  They  acquired  the  direc- 
tion of  colleges,  and  even  founded  fchools  and  fe- 
minaries  of  their  own.  They  aflumed  the  entire 
diredUon  of  the  literary  tafte  in  Germany,  by  pro- 
moting the  falc  of  books  favourable  to  their  views, 
and  fupprefling  fuch  as  were  of  a  contrary  tendency. 
This  they  were  enabled  to  eflFedk  by  an  intimate  in- 
tercourfe  with  eminent  bookfellers,  and  by  obtain- 
ing an  afcendancy  in  the  mod  celebrated  reviews 
and  literary  journals.  Thev  founded  reading-rooms 
an4  book-focieties,  where,  tor  a  trifling  fubfcriprion, 
their  publications  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  in- 
digent ;  where  curiofity  was  piqued  by  difcuflion 
and  eulogium;  and  content  baniflied  by  difputa- 
tions,  in  which  the  civil  and  religious  condition  of 
man  was  expofed,  in  a  ftyle  which  could  not  fail  of 
inflaming  the  mind,  and  producing  clamour  and 
difafiedion. 

Nor  was  the  female  fex  exempt  from  their  arts : 
towards  them  they  exhibited  a  mode  of  conduft 
equally  infidious  and  pernicious.  Their  defire  of 
information  was  ftudioufly  excited,  and  their  atten- 
tion directed  to  works  which  tended  to  make  them 
diflatisfied  with  their  ftation  in  fociety,  and  taught 
them  to  afpire  to  a  rank  yet  untried.  In  claiming 
their  independence,  they  were  taught  to  undervalue 
that  quality  which  formed  their  mofl  exalted  notion 
of  honour — chaftity ;  and  no  effort  of  mental  fe- 
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dudion  or  perfonal  blandifliment  was  omitted  to  re- 
duce them  to  a  level  which,  under  pretence  of  li- 
berty, would  place  them  in  abjed  fubjeftion  to 
their  tutors :  at  the  fame  time,  to  prevent  difcoverieg 
which  would  have  produced  fatal  confequcnces,  the 
deluded  viftims  were  taught  to  carry  to  their  own 
lips  thofe  baleful  compofitions  which  counteraA  the 
operations  of  nature,  and  deprive  of  exiftence  the 
femi-animate  offspring. 

The  great  fource  from  which  they  drew  their 
members,  the  bafis  on  which  they  refted  for  ac- 
quittal in  cafe  of  fufpicion,*  and  the  grand  mafs  into 
which  they  affefted  to  refolve  the  principles  of  their 
fodety,  were  the  lodges  of  free-mafons.  Free- 
mafonry,  imported  into  France  by  fome  Britifh  ad- 
venturers who  followed  the  fortunes  of  James  II. 
had  fpread  over  many  countries  of  the  continent, 
and  lodges  were  formed  correfponding  with  thofe 
from  whom  they  derived  their  origin.  According 
to  the  different  genius  of  different  countries,  this 
benevolent  focial  inftitution  was  disfigured  by  pe- 
dantry, or  difgraced  by  vanity  and  foppery ;  till  the 
mafonry  of  the  continent  refembled  only  in  a  flight 
degree  the  profeflion  of  the  Britifh  lodges.  In  fome 
ftates  they  were  confidered  harmlefs,  in  fome  flightly 
obferved,  but  in  others  regarded  with  the  moft  vi- 
gilant Jealoufy.  In  the  papal  dominions  in  parti- 
cular, free-mafons  were  declared,  prima  facie^  excom- 
municated, obliged  to  hold  their  affemblies  with  the 
nioft  cautious  privacy,  and  even  to  maintain  watch- 
men to  prevent  the  intrufions  of  the  civil  power. 
Weilhaupt's  new  feft,  as  its  exiftence  was  derived 
from  a  corrupt  mafonic  lodge,  affefted  to  be  an  in- 
tend part  of  mafonry,  or  rather  a  fuperior  directing 
dais.  The  degrees  were  iimilar  in  name,  though 
widely  different  in  import  from  the  mafonic  de- 
grees ■ ;  and  the  frere  infinuant^  or  recruiting  bro- 
ther, 

*  I  have  given  (Appendixt  N*  VI.)  «  genuine  copy  of  the  diploma 
Mi  highly  refpe^ble  fingltfli  gentlemao^  who  was  admitted  a  mem. 
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ther,  while  leading  his  pupils  through  thefe  different 
degrees,  felt  extreme  regret  if,  from  his  perverfenefs 
or  incapacity,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  him  amongft 
the  free-mafons.  This  artful  involution  df  charac- 
ters afforded  the  Illuminati  the  means  of  repel- 
L'ng  fufpicion,  by  citing  the  teftimony  of  thofe  whom 
they  had  left  in  the  mere  rank  of  mafons,  and  by 
vouching  the  exemplary  charafter  of  many  members 
of  that  body,  whofe  names  alone  formed  a  fufficient 
guaranty  that  no  confpiracy  would  be  conducted  by 
a  fociety  of  which  they  were  members  **. 
Confe.  While  at  Berlin,  Mirabeau  attrafted  the  particular 

mn^  ^  notice  of  Weiftiaupt,  who,  through  the  medium  of 
bcau'sbc-  Mauvillou,  a  Frenchman,  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 

inSna"  ^^^"^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  Brunfwick,  imparted  <o  Mi- 
tot.  rabeau  the  honors  of  a  noviciate  ^ ;   and  from  his 

ardent  charafter,  and  facility  of  exertion,  there  is 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe  he  was  fpeedily  admitted  to 
a  participation  of  the  higher  fecrets  of  the  order. 
Mirabeau's  connedtion  with  this  fociety  probably 
produced  fome  of  the  moft  defperate  exceffe^  and 
daring  charadkeriftics  of  the  French  revolution,  as 
it  facilitated  the  union  between  the  confpirators  and 
freethinkers  in  Paris,  and  thofe  in  the  provinces  and 
in  foreign  countries ;  as  it  formed  the  bafis  of  a 
moft  extenlive  confederacy  and  correfpondence ; 
and  as  it  delivered  the  lodges  in  France  to  the  in- 
flueftce  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who,  fome  time 
before,    by    dint   of    money   and    intrigue,    had 


ber  of  a  lodge  at  Palermo  in  1766,  at  Icaft  nine  years  before  Weifliaupfs 
feft  wa$  in  exiftence.  The  reader  will  oWferve,  thai  \\\e  exprefliont 
and  allufions  arc  ftrif^Iy  confonant  with  the  defciiptiont  of  Kobifoii  in 
thcChaptercf  Schifins  in  Free-mafonry. 

k  It  is  hardly  neceflfary  t*  inform  the  reader,  that  the  above  account 
of  the  Illuminati  it  derived  fiom  Memoires  pour  fcrvir  a  l*Hiftoiredu 
Jacobinifme,  par  Barruel  5  and  Proofs  of  a  Confpiracy  againft  alt  the 
Religions  and  Governments  of  Europe,  by  John  Robifon»  A.  M.— 
works  which  merit  frequent  and  ituntive  perufaJ,  and  claim  profound 
contemplation. 

<  Robifon*!  Proofij  p.  176* 

been 
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been  conftituted  grand-mafter.  In  Mirabeau  it 
produced  immediately  a  perceptible  change  of  man- 
ners and  purfuits.  All  the  levity  and  frivo- 
lity of  hiB  difpofition  feemed  fuddenly  difcarded ; 
he  became  obfequioufly  obfervant  of  Mauvillon's 
inftruflions,  and  exprefled  the  mod  laudable  defire 
to  increafe  his  knowledge,  edablifh  his  fame,  and 
augment  his  utility*^.  Among  other  fchemes  in 
which  he  embarked  was  one  which  marks  the  ge- 
nius and  views  of  the  Illaminati  in  the  moft  forcible 
manner,  namely,  to  acquire  a  correft  ftatiftical  and 
topographical  knowledge  of  every  country  in  Eu- 
rope. He  acquired  fuch  an  acquaintance  with  Pruf- 
fia  and  Saxony,  and  frequently  exprefled  his  wi(h 
and  refolution  to  extend  refearch  *. 

Mirabeau  rendered  an  important  fervice  to  his  af-  PubliOiw 
fociates  by  his  Effai  fur  la  Secte  des  Illumines.  The  f  ^'X"*" 
difcoveries  which  had  been  already  made  refpefting 
the  fociety  had  infufed  a  fpirit  of  fufpicion  and  jea- 
loufy  extremely  dangerous  to  their  exiftence.  Mi- 
rabeau had  no  reafon  to  expeft  that  the  king  of 
Pruffia  would  favour  their  eftabliftiment  in  his  dates, 
and  therefore,  to  avert  fufpicion  and  make  difcovery 
ridiculous,  he  produced  this  eflay.  It  is  written  in 
the  ftyle  of  a  man  who,  heated  with  a  new  difco* 
very,  and  exafperated  by  the  deteftion  of  concealed 
villany,  feels  impatient  to  impart  his  fentimejits,  and 
eager  for  their  making  a  proper  impreffion.  The 
diiclofures  it  contains  are  not  new,  as  th^y  had 
been  previoufly  ftated  in  various  publications  ;  but 
they  are  involved  with  fo  many  improbable  fiftion^ 
and  fallacious  reafonings,  that  a  perfon  who  fhould 
after  that  time  fpeak  of  the  feft  of  Illuminati  as  a 
fubjeft  of  terror,  or  an  objeft  of  jurifprudential  re- 
ftraint,  muft  be  content  to  father  all  the  improba- 
bilides  introduced  in  Mirabeau's  eflay.  He  could 
Uot  (late  any  fundamental  truths  which  were  not 

'  Sec  Lettres  a  MauviUoDy  paflim.  •  Idem,  21 1|  5:c. 
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there  advanced,  and  the  ingenuity  of  oppofition 
could  hardly  fail  of  afcribing  his  fears  and  his  intel- 
ligence to  the  fame  fource,  and,  by  confequence, 
of  decrying  the  reafoner  as  one  who,  being  himfelf 
impofed  on  by  fables,  and  terrified  by  chimeras,  was 
iblicitous  to  extend  impofture,  and  perpetuate 
groundlefs  alarm.  RobUbn  juftly  ftyles  this  one 
of  the  ftrangeft  and  mod  impudent  performances 
that  ever  appeared.  "  Mirabeau  (he  adds)  con- 
*'  fided  in  his  own  powers  of  deception,  in  order  to 
**  fcreen  from  obfervation  thofe  who  were  known 
**  to  be  Illuminatij  and  to  hinder  the  rulers  from 
**  attending  to  their  real  machinations,  by  means  of 
•*  this  ignis  fatuus  of  his  own  brain.  He  gained 
**  his  point  in  fome  meafure,  for  Nicholai  and 
**  others  of  the  junto  immediately  adopted  the 
•'  whim,  and  call«i  them  Obfcuranten^  and  joined 
**  with  Mirabeau  in  placing  on  the  lift  of  Obfcuran* 
**  ten  feveral  perfons  whom  they  wiflied  to  make 
"  ridiculous  ^*' 
Retjirnt  to  When  the  meafure  of  affembling  the  notables  was 
Parif.  refolved  on,  Mirabeau  returned  to  Paris,  hoping 
that  his  conneftion  with  the  minifter  would  procure 
him  the  appointment  of  fecretary  to  that  affembly. 
He  was  however  difappointed  :  the  funftions  of  the 
ofGce  had  been  divided,  and  fome  perfons  appointed 
before  his  arrival,  with  whom,  as  he  pretends,  he 
could  not  aft  j  but  more  probably  he  had  been  en- 
tirely difregarded  by  Calonne.  This  opinion  is 
rendered  more  likely  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Mirabeau's 
application  for  a  miflion  to  Holland,  which  the  mi- 
nifter refufed,  giving  Mjrateau  to  underftand  that 
he  had  better  have  ftayed  at  Berlin  *. 
Fc^.1797.  He  was  determined  neverthelefs  to  render  himfelf 
^on  on      confpicuous  }  or,  in  his  own  words,  to  plant  himfelf 

'obbinff  •  ^  Proo^»  ^]^  a  Confpiracy,  p.  370.— As  Miiabcau*s  Effuy  h exiremcly 

jODDingi      fcarcc  and  little  known  in  England,  I  ha?e  given  a  general  abftraA  <" 

the. contents,  together  wiiii   a  trandation  of  the   pRface  ind  foin« 

remarkable  ^aiTaget.     See  Appendix,  No  VII« 
f  Lettrei  a  MauvilloDi  p.  189.  2989 199. 
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in  the  breach,  even  if  he  got  his  head  broke  ^* 
Though   Calonne's   refufal  engendered  a  coldnefs 
between  him  and  Mirabeau,  yet  he  did  not  carry 
his  regret  or  refentment  to  the  extreme  of  quarrel- 
ling with  the  minifter ;  on  the  contrary,  in  his  firft 
publication  after  his  arrival,  called  Dencmciation  dc 
P Agiotage  au  Rot  et  a  rAJfemblee  des  Notables^  he  at- 
tacked Necker  with  fo  much  vigour,  as  to  occafion 
fufpicions  that  his  work  was  a  mere  venal  produc- 
tion.    He  acknowledged  that  his  book  was  replete 
with  faults ;  that  it  was  compofed  with  too  much 
rapdity  to  be  good;  that  it  appeared  furcharged 
with  matter,  for  want  of  arrangement ;  and  that  he 
paid  more  attention  to  his  fubjefb  than  to  his  plan. 
Yet  it   had   a  prodigious    and    unexampled    fuc- »tf  fucceft^ 
cefs :   The  greater  part  of  the  notables,  the  heads 
<rf  bodies  corporate,  the  better  fort  of  every  clafs, 
congratulated  and  thanked  him.     From  the  offices 
of  notaries  to  the  drefling-rooms  of  belles,  he  was 
read,  extolled,  and  quoted.     He  fays,  "You  can 
"  form  no  idea  of  the  effefl,  it  has  produced,  and 
^  how  likely  it  is  to  occafion  an  earthquake,  even 
^  under  the  very  fteps  of  the  fanftuary  *." 

Mirabeau  avers  that,  on  his  arrival  in  Paris,  Ca-  Order 
lonne  had  caufed  him  to  be  founded  on  the  fubieft  '^"«j^  ^. 
of  employing  his  pen  in  the  fervice  of  adminiftra-  rai^au,  ** 
tion  ;  but  that  Mirabeau  declined  the  tafk,  and  con- 
tinued to  folicit  a  diplomatic  miflion.     His  failure 
in  obtaining  this  objeft,  and  fome  difrefpeftfiil  ex- 
preffions  of  the  minifter,  inflamed  him  to  a  certain 
degree  of  refentment ;  but  his  ftill  greater  diilike  of 
Necker,  and  perhaps  the  view  of  attaching  himfelf 
with  advantage  to   another  party,    prevented   his 
joining  the   oppofition.     The  freedom   of  his   re- 10th  Mar. 
marks  however  was  fo  injurious  and  offenfive  to  go- 
vernment, that  though,  in  confequence  of  his  pam- 


^  Letters  a  MauviIIon,  p.  189. 
^  Idem,  p.  19s.  S03.  ao6. 143. 
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phlet,  an  order  was  iGued  tending  to  reprefs  (lock- 
jobbing,  it  was  accompanied  with  one  to  arreft  the 
author  "• 
Heefcapcs.  On  receiving  information  of  this  intention,  Mira- 
beau  was  perfuaded  to  retire  from  Paris,  and  con- 
ceal himfelf  near  Liege.  Convinced  that  the  order 
againft  him  was  a  mere  cabinet  intrigue,  which 
would  foon  be  counterafted  by  other  intrigues,  he 
would  have  fubmitted  to  an  arreft  which  he  knew 
could  only  produce  a  temporary  inconvenience,  and 
in  the  end  enhance  his  reputation ;  but  he  was 
V  given  to  underftand  that  the  Baftille  was  not  in- 

tended for  his  prifon,  and  that  he  would  be  con- 
fined in  a  caftle  in  a  remote  province,  where  he 
might  wear  out  his  life  in  oblivion.  This  deter- 
7th  April,  mined  him  to  make  his  efcape.  He  judged  rightly 
I$recailed.  q{  ^he  motives  and  duration  of  the  proceedings 
againft  him.  The  oppolition  murmured ;  and 
the  miniftry,  five  in  fix  of  whom  had  ever  been 
adverfarious  to  his  arreft,  now  feeling  a  greater 
alarm  from  his  abfence  than  even  his  prefence  could 
infpire,  began  to  make  overtures  of  accommodation. 
Calonne  himfelf  wrote  him  a  letter,  in  which  he  im- 
puted the  inimical  meafure  to  the  abbe  Perigord ; 
and  Dupont  aflTured  him  that  he  would  inftantly 
apply  to  the  king  to  permit  his  return  to  Paris ;  and 
addreffed  him  throughout  in  a  ftyle  the  moft  con- 
ciliating and  confiderate  ^ 
Hopes,  From   the    circumftances    attending    his   recalj 

Mirabeau,  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  miniftry 
would  be  induced  by  fear  to  employ  him,  and  that 
they  would  enable  him  to  make  an  honourable  re- 
treat, that  duty  might  keep  hin^  filent.  But  before 
his  return  to  Paris,  Calonne  was  difmifled,  and  with 
the  new  miniftry  fuch  motives  would  operate  rather 
tnd  difap.  to  prevent  than  occafion  his  employ.  His  hopes  re- 
poinimcnt.  yivcd  when  he  underftood  that  de  Brienne  was,  in 

k  Letters  a  Mauflllon,  p.  tPi.  ^  Idcniy  p.  »o4.  tot.  ss«* 
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h&y  to  be  confidered,  and  would  foon  be  appointed 
prime  minifter  ". 

Mirabeau  had  long  entertained  a  contemptuous  Wntci 
opmion  of  Necker",   and,  perhaps,   thought  that?!?*'^ 
appearing  as  his  opponent  at  this  crifis  would  ad- 
Yance  him  greatly  in  the  minifter's  favour.     He  had 
a  fair  opportunity  of  doing  this,  as  a  private  letter 
written  by  him  had  been  very  unhandfomely  pub- 
lUhed,  and  placed  Mirabeau  in  fuch  a  fituation  that 
he  could  not  avoid  defending  his  own  produdion. 
He  wrote  a  pamphlet  which  he  defcribes  in  thefe    May, 
terms :  "  I  have  produced  a  pamphlet  which  will 
"  pleafe  you.     I  have  exerted  my  whole  force  as  a 
"  difputant,  a  calculator,  and  even  as  a  fophift.     It 
"  is  a  pretty  game  of  chefs,  which  I  have  played 
"  with  great  caution,  and  he  will  infallibly  be  check 
«  mated  ^'* 

Either  de  Brienne  did  not  make  fuch  advances  as  Forms  a 
Mirabeau  expefted,  or  the  difcemment  of  Mirabeau  ^j^^^'q^*^* 
enabled  him  to  appreciate  the  importance  and  in- leant, 
fluence  of  a  new  faction  now  rifing  in  the  kingdom, 
called  the  Orleans*  party.  That  corrupt  and  aban- 
doned confpirator  eafily  perceived  the  importance  of 
attaching  to  his  caufe  fuch  a  man  as  Mirabeau,  who 
was  eafily  induced  to  join  a  party  which  he  hoped 
to  govern  and  direft.  If  the  plans  of  Orleans  fuc- 
ceeded  he  might  expeft  the  mod  brilliant  rewards, 
and  even  if  they  failed  he  was  not  without  his  re- 
compence,  while  by  uniting  with  minifters,  he  could 
only  hope  for  an  honourable  banifhment  under  the 
name  of  a  diplomatic  employ,  or  an  obfcure  ap- 
pointment without  importance  and  without  confi- 
dence. As  the  b^fl:  means  of  extending  the  in- 
fluence of  his  newly-adopted  patron,  he  imparted  to 
hiin  the  myfteries  of  illuminifm,  the  principles  of 

*  Letters  a  Mauvillon,  p.  sjS.  s4». 
■  See  Lettreft  a  Chamfort,  p.  S5. 

•  Lettret  a  MauriUoUy  p.  141.    I  do  not  know  the  pamphlet  al- 
luded  to, 

which 
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which  fe£l  were  the  more  eafily  diffufed,  as  Orleans 
was  grandfinafter  of  the  order  of  free-mafons  in 
France  **. 

B«?n°  Mirabeau  conftantly  maintained  a  correfpondence 
with  Mauvillon,  and  they  were  between  them  pre- 
N  paring  for  the  prefs  the  celebrated  work  called 
Hiftoire  de  la  Monarchie  PruJJienne.  Mirabeau,  this 
fummer,  went  to  Berlin  to  vifit  his  friend  ;  ap- 
parently with  a  view  to  forward  their  joint  labour, 
but  probably  the  chief  objed  was  to  confer  on  the 
means  of  extending  the  influence  of  illuminifm,  and 
S^t.     forwarding  the  grand  projefts  of  that  fociety.      He 

buighT'  ^^ft  Mauvillon,  and  proceeded  to  Hamburgh,  where 
he  had  fome  negotiations  to  arrange  with  the  book- 
fellers.  He  did  not  make  a  long  ftay.  The  news 
he  received  from  France  was  fo  congenial  to  his 
wifhes>  that  he  refolved  to  haften  his  departure.  The 
Orleans*  faction  feemed  to  acquire  a  rapid  afcend- 
ancy,  and  Mirabeau's  letters  breathe  confidence  and 
exultation.  He  fays,  **  As  to  the  affairs  of  France, 
**  be  affured  my  day  is  coming.  The  kingdom  is 
*•  in  a  blaze.  The  parliament  has  not  been  ba- 
**  niflied,  but  only  commanded  to  go  and  dlfpetife 
**  juftice  at  Troyes.  The  meafure  is  equally  ab- 
**  furd  and  infulting."  He  expreffes  in  four  letters 
written  to  Mauvillon  from  Hamburgh,  the  greateft 
impatience  to  be  in  France,  and  go  quo  trahunt 
fata\ 
oa.         The  elements  did  not  fecond  the  eagemefs   of 

France!  *^  Mirabeau,  for  he  had  a  paffage  of  more  than  feven- 
teen  days,perpetuallytempeftuous,and  was  afterwards 
much  longer  than  he  had  expefted  in  reaching  Paris. 
He  found  the  public  mind  in  a  ftate  perfeftly  fuited  to 
his  views,  and  the  aftivc  fhare  his  connexion  with 
Orleans  compelled  him  to  take,  incroached  greatly 

p  Rohifon^s  Proofs,  p.  376.    See  Orleans. 
%  Lettres  a  Mauvilloni  p.  S55-*a67. 
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on  his  time'.  Mirabeau  immediately  obtained  aHiscxer- 
favourable  change  in  his  fortune,  though  fome  con*  ^^"'^ 
trarieties  of  intereft  and  the  uncertainty  of  events 
kept  him  in  fufpenfe,  and  prevented  his  adopting 
thofe  extremes  into  which  his  charafter  would 
naturally  have  led  him.  In  one  letter  he  fays, 
*'  A  propitious  gale  once  again  blows  on  your 
^  friend,  and  the  public  veffel,  as  well  as  your  own 
«  fluff,  will  be  benefitted '.''  In  the  fubfequent 
letter  he  fays,  "  My  laft,  fuch  as  it  was,  will  have 
**  led  you  to  expeft  a  change,  if  not  in  my  deftiny, 
"  in  my  lot.  Neverthelefs,  far  from  retarding  our 
"  meeting,  the  change  may  accelerate  it.  /  am^ 
"  however^  as  yet^  in  a  miji  on  thisfubjeil^  becaufe  I 
<*  do  not  conftder  found  policy  exactly  in  the  fame  light 
"  as  the  maflers  of  the  magic  lantern^  and  they^  asyet^ 
^^  fee  nothing  but  indi/linil  images  on  my  fide  \**  He 
entered  deeply  into  public  affairs,  and  the  import- 
ance attached  to  his  agency  may  be  gathered  from 
his  own  declaration,  that  during  the  eight  days  an- 
xiety  which  the  royal  fitting  (that  at  which  the  duke 
of  Orleans  made  himfelf  fo  confpicuous,)  occafioned 
to  the  parliament,  he  never  had  a  minute's  leifure ". 

Yet  with  all  this  exertion,  Mirabeau  cautioufly  Caution, 
avoided   committing    himfelf;    no   reproaches,    no 
calumnies  could   induce   him,   during  the   conteft 

'  Lettrcs  aMauvilion^  p.  aSo.  In  the  correfpondence  of  Mirabeta 
with  his  intimate  friend  Mauvillon,  the  iimiie  of  Orleans  is  never  nnea* 
tioned',  or  the  train  of  public  affnirs  at  all  minutely  defcribed,  though 
nanyaliufioDs  are  found  to  the  political  contefts  and  tranfadions  of  the 
(by,  A  proof  of  the  extreme  caution  of  the  Illuminuti  in  their  publi- 
cationty  at  no  doubt,  much  curious  information  pcrfbnal,  political,  and 
nyftical,  has  been  fupprefled.  For  iniiance,  Mirabeau  fays  in  one 
letter  (p.  «8s)»  "  You  may  expert  by  the  next  courier  fome  curiout 
•*  details*  dra#n  from  the  G^rtUn  of  the  Htfperidt»y  Yet  no  inform-- 
ition  of  ithe  kindy  or  any  explanation  of  ihe  expreflion,  appears  in  the 
correfpondence.  There  are  alfo  frequent  allufions  to  the  conteois  of 
pferious  letters  which  are  obvioufly  lupprelTed. 

*  Idem»  p.  183.  The  metaphor  here  ufed  feems  to  contain  an 
tquivoca]  allufionj  it  may  as  ^ftell  apply  to  the  interefts  of  the  fe^ 
which  Mirabeau  and  Mauvillon  had  embraced,  as  the  country  of  which 
Maovillon  could  no  longer  be  confidcred  a  fubjeA, 

'  Idem.  *  Idem,  p.  190. 

between 
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between  the  king  and  parliament,  to  write  a  line  in 
favour  of  the  popular  caufe,  and  he  abftained  with 
i7t8.  equal  care  from  fupporting  the  crown '.  He  em- 
Piibiict-  ployed  his  leifure  in  perfefldng,  and  fupervifmg  the 
impreflion  of  La  Monarcbie  Pruffterme  '•  He  pro- 
duced beddes  fome  pamphlets  on  foreign  politics, 
among  which  may  be  numbered  Aux  Batavesfur  le 
Stathotuleraty  and  Doutes  fur  la  Liberie  de  FEfcatA. 
Of  the  former  he  fpeaks  with  the  partiality  of  a 
fond  parent  *.  The  latter  is  defcribed  by  the  au- 
thor of  "  An  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Re- 
•'  volution,"  as  denoting  a  mod  violent  and  male- 
Sept,  volent  temper*.  At  length  his  great  work,  La 
^**  ^l^'  Monarcbie  Prujftenne^  iflued  from  the  prefs  in  a 
Pruffian  quarto  edition  of  four  volumes,  and  an  odtavo  edi- 
monirchy.  tiou  on  the  fame  day.  On  this  produftion  he  had 
beftowed  great  pains  and  confiderable  expence,  he 
had  laboured  ailiduoufly  himfelf,  and  purchafed  the 
affiftance  of  Mauvillon.  From  this  circumftance, 
and  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  it  has  been  in- 
ferred that  Mirabeau  had,  in  faft,  little  fhare  in  the 
work  ^  The  truth  is,  Mauvillon  fupplied  the  ma- 
terials, and  it  was  left  to  the  genius  and  eloquence 
of  Mirabeau  to  arrange,  to  methodize,  to  animate 
the  whole.  The  account  given  in  the  preface  to 
Mirabeau's  letters  to  Mauvillon,  which  is  ftrongly 
corroborated  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  correfpond- 
cnce,  is  as  follows :  **  Among  the  moft  lively 
**  paffions  of  the  count's  friend,  was  that  of  being 
**  ufeful  to  mankind.  He  had  already  attempted 
**  to  gratify  it  by  feveral  publications,  and  particu- 
**  larly  by  developing  fome  important  truths  rela- 
**  tive  to  politicaJ  economy.  But  from  mediocrity 
**  of  talent,  want  of  authority,  mifmanagement,  or 
**  misfortune,    whatever    he  wrote  produced  but 

*  Letters  a  Mauvillon,  p.  374,. 

r  Idem,  p.  %^j^  et  paflim.  >  I  demy  p.  34s. 

*  Hiftorical  Sketch,  5cc.  p.  75. 
^  Vie  Publique,  &c.  p.  36. 
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"  little  effed.  In  this  (ituation,  he  is  advifed  by 
"  a  celebrated  writer  to  republifli  his  Eflays,  to 
"  add  many  new  ones  ;  to  fupport  his  opinions  by 
"  fafts  known,  avowed,  and  attefted  in  a  thoufand 
"  works ;  he  undertakes  to  adorn  them  with  the 
"  magic  of  his  Ityle,  to  fupport  them  with  the  au- 
"  tliority  of  his  name,  and  to  publifti  them  in  the 
*^  moft  univerfal  of  all  the,  European  languages. 
"  Perifh,  then,  the  man  who  fhall  reproach  Mira- 
"  beau  with  not  being  the  author  of  La  Monarchic 
"  FruJJienne  S"  Mirabeau  himfelf  thought  fo  highly 
of  this  produftion,  that  he  expeded  Jt  would  change 
the  ftyle  of  writing  biography  and  hiftory.  He 
mentions  it  in  thefe  terms  :  "  I  have  had  time,  my 
"  dear  friend,  to  re-perufe  our  whole  work,  Bc- 
"  tween  ourfelves  be  it  faid,  it  is  truly  excellent  in 
"  every  point  of  view.  I  am  fo  enthufiaftic  in  my 
"  admiration  of  it,  that,  duiing  thefe  feventeen 
"  days  %  I  have  never  thought  of  the  probability  of 
"  lofing  my  life ;  and  really,  it  often  feemed  to 
"  depend  on  a  turn  of  the  die,  but  the  regret  that 
"  this  precious  manufcript  would  perifh  with  me, 
"  immediately  fucceeded  the  anguilh  I  felt  at  leaving 
"  my  miflrefs  and  my  fon  in  diftrefs*/'  The 
work,  undoubtedly,  has  confiderable  merit,  but  not 
fufficient  to  juftify  Mirabeau*s  vanity. 

The  decree  for  convoking  the  ftates-general  in-  Hope,  on 
fpired   Mirabeau  with  frefli  hopes  and  frefh  confi-  convoking 
dence  ^     The  recal  of  Necker  was  not  fo  agreeable  Lnenii?* 
to  him  ;  he  knew  that  Necker  dilliked  him,  with 
good  reafon,  and  felt  that  his  own  contemptuous 
opinion  of  the  financier  was  not  altered.     He  was 
apprehenfive  that  the  minifterial  influence  would  be 
employed  to   prevent   his  obtaining  a   feat   in  the 
ftates-general,    and  as  the  ancient  laws  of  France 

*  Avantpropot  aux  Lettrcs  de  Mirabeau  a  Mauvillon,  p.  15. 

'  The   period  he  was  at  Tea   in   his  vuyage  iioni   Haviburgh  to 
Calais. 

*  Lettresa  Mauvillon,  p.  169.  ^  Ideini  p.  371. 

were 
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were  not  then  abrogated  or  fuperfeded,  he  knew 
that  his  exclufion  was  very  pofSble.  A  fliort 
fpecimen  of  Necker,  and  a  curfory  furvey  of  the 
public  mind,  in  a  great  meafure  quieted  his  alarms. 
He  wrote  to  Mauvillon :  "  Necker  muft  efpoufc 
**  the  royal  or  the  national  caufe  ;  he  has  no  other 
^  alternative.  If  he  adheres  to  the  firft  he  is  loftj 
**  If  he  adopts  the  latter  his  reign  will  not  be  long. 
**  Fear,  which  already  affails  him,  in  fpite  of  his 
**  eflforts,  aided  by  refentmcnt,  will  foon  drive  him 
"  from  the  helm.  I  do  not  confider  his  talents 
*'  proportioned  to  the  exigency  of  the  times,  and 
*'  the  defeats  of  his  charader  will  fruftrate  the 
"  exertion  of  his  abilities  ^/* 

ExertioDf.  It  now  became  highly  important  to  Mirabeau  to 
infure  fuch  a  portion  of  popularity,  as  would  enable 
him  to  attain  the  object  of  his  wiflies  by  means  of 
his  partifans,  Vvhatever  influence  might  be  exerted 
againft  him.  He  redoubled  his  attention  to  the 
mafonic  focieties,  and  exerted  himfelf  to  forward 
the  views  and  difleminate  the  publications  erf"  the 
lodge  des  Chevaliers  bLvifai/ansy  of  which  he  was  a 
member  ^.  He  was  attached  to  the  Society  of  Jmis 
des  Noirsy  and  one  of  their  regulating  committee  *. 
He  alfo  contrived  to  effeft  a  reconciliation  with  his 
father,  though  it  produced  no  difplay  of  affedlion  on 
either  fide  \ 

^nn^**^*'  ^^^  cautfous  conduft  he  had  refqlved  to  adopt 
was  ftill,  in  a  certain  degree,  adhered  to  j  for 
though  pamphlets  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  approaching 
meeting  of  the  ftates-general  daily  fwarmed  from 
the  prefs,  he  refolved  to  publifli  nothing  on  the 
fubjeft  till  fecure  of  his  eledion.  He  would  not, 
however,  fuflfer  an  occafion  fo  favourable  to  politi- 
cal difcuflion  to  efcape  him,  but  wrote  Obfervationt 

t  Lettres  a  Mauvillon,  p.  377*  %%o, 

^  Robifon^s  Proofs,  p.  41.49. 

I  Mcmoires  du  Jacobinifine,  par  BliToel,  VoU  ii.  p«  447. 

^  Lettret  \  Mauvillon^  p.  415. 
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^ 

fun  Voja^r  Anglois  fur  la  niaifon  de  Force^  ap- 
pellee Bice  trey  Jhivie  de  Reflexions  fur  les  Effets  de  la 
Severite  de^  P fines j  etfur  la  Legi/lation  Criminelle  de 
la  Grange  J^retagne.  He  alfo  publifhed  a  work  on 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  but  I  do  not  know  the 
<itls^*     *.    I. 

r  Previous  to  the  pledion  for  deputies  to  the  flates-  ^7^9. 
general,  a  book  was  publifhed  under  the  title  of  nYiJ^Jyof 
.Hifioire  Secrete  de  la  Cour  de  Berlin.  It  confifted  the  Court 
of  letters  written  by  Mirabeau  to  Calonne  during  <>^fi«riin, 
his  refidence  in  Pruffia,  in  which  Frederic  IL  and 
his,  fucceffor  were  ve»y  difrefpeftfully  treated,  as 
were  prince  Henry  of  Pruflia,  and  leveral  diftin- 
guifhed  perfonages  about  the  court.  The  duke  of 
BrunCwi<^  ws^s  greatly  extolled,  and  Calonne  ab- 
jeftly  flattered.  The  book  was  condemned  by  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  as  the  produdion  of  an  un- 
known author,  and  burned  by  the  common  hang- 
man. No  doubt  was  entertained  by  the  public  that 
Mirabeau  was  author  of  all,  or  the  greater  part  of 
the  letters,  but  it  was  not  clearly  afcertained  whether 
he  had  confented  to  the  publication,  or  whether 
the  moft  oflfenfive  paflages  were  not  interpolations. 
Mirabeau  himfelf  difavowed  the  publication  in  toto^ 
by  advertifements  in  the  French  and  foreign  newf- 
papers.  In  his  letters  to  Mauvillon  he  fpeaks  of  the 
book  as  one  with  which  he  is  entirely  unacquainted, 
not  having  «ven  read  it,  but  through  the  veil 
of  his  renunciation  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  the 
vanity  of  an  author.  His  fecretary,  in  writing 
to  the  fame  perfon,  fays,  that  to  attribute  the 
work  to  Mirabeau,  is  horrible  perfidy.  "  They 
"  have  taken  but  of  the  office  for  foreign  affairs,  his 
"  correfpondence  from  Berlin,  and  have  got  it 
"  printed  to  excite  agaiuft  him  the  hatred  of  the 
"  powerful  and  the  rage  of  the  great.  Much  has 
•*  been  added  to  this  coUeftion  to  render  the  fup- 
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^  pofed  author  additionally  odiou^«  What  could 
^*  the  count  do?  Difown  the  pubncation.  He  has 
^*  done  fo,  and  yout  gazettes  will  atteft  the  dif* 
**  avowal*"."  Tnis  explanation  13  by  no  means 
fatisfadlory.  Although  it  might  be  convenient  for 
Mirabeau  to  difavow  the  publication  for  fesff  t( 
legal  confequences,  and  even  to  write  letters  to 
Mauvillon,  which  he  mieht  (hew  under  pretence  df 
confidehce  at  Berlin,  flill  in  the  ftate  France  then 
was,  Mirabeau  could  not  enhance  his  charafUr 
more  than  by  a  work  tending  to  make  courts  cdQ* 
temptible,  and  degrade  exalted  perfonages.  If  part 
of  the  publication  only  was  genuine,  it  became  a 
point  of  honor  in  him  afterwards  to  have  diftin* 
guiflied  between  the  letters  he  had  aftusdlv  written, 
and  thcfe  which  had  been  malevolently  adoed.  Not 
having  done  this,  his  tranquil  acquielcence  juftiiits 
the  judgment  of  thofe  who  rank  this  imperfeft  re- 
nunciation with  the  fimilar  aSs  of  Voltaire  ahd 
many  others,  whom  fear  of  confequences  has  in- 
duced to  difown  publications,  which  a  fenfe  of 
reftitude  could  not  prevent  their  giving  to  the 
world  ^ 
?7»9*  Mirabeau  had  acquirecT  a  fief  to  Dauphiny,  but 
beaiTs  confidering  Provence  as  his  natural  fituation,  re* 
eicaion.  folved  to  go  thcte  for  the  purpofe  of  beinr  eleded 
a  deputy.  He  veas  aware  that  if  it  were  left  to  the 
nbbility  to  eleft  their  own  reprefentative«,  he  flioufd 
be  excluded  by  that  clafs,  but  he  had  fome  hopes 
that  all  the  orders  would  vote  for  each  order,  and 
in  that  cafe  the .  influence  of  the  tiers  efat  iproutd 
fecure  his  eleftion,  as  reprefentative  of  the  noUeffe\ 
On  his  arrival  at  Aix,  he  was  received  .by  the  iters 
etat  with  enthufiaftic  acclamation.    He  was  met  and 

»»  Lettres  a  Miuvillon,  p.  453-  455.  4.57. 

»»  On  thift  luhje^  Are  th*  tranflator's  Preface  to  the  Secret  HAoiy^f 
the  Court  of  Berlin.  Page«,  vol.  i,  p.  170.  Hilierical  Skttdh,  p.  75. 
Anecdotes  du  Regne  dc  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi,  p,  s6j, 

•  Ltttret  ii  Mauvillon^  p4  445« 
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carried  to  his  hotel,  amidft  reiterated  cries,  \^hich 
proclaimed  him  the  defender j  the  tutelary  angel  of  the 
fecfle^.  The  Bourffeoifie  appointed  for  him  a 
guard  of  honor  *>,  which,  if  his  own  aflertion  ma^ 
be  believed,  was  not  unneceOary,  as  the  rage  of  the 
piiefthood  and  ariftocracy  ran  fo  high,  that  he  en^ 
tcrtaified  fears  of  affaflination '•  I&  was  rejeded 
by  the  neif^ffe^  who  alledged  that  he  was  not  com- 
petent to  tu:e  a  feat  as  reprefentative  of  their  order, 
not  having  a  fief  in  Provence  \  During  a  receis  9f 
fittings  in  the  ftates  of  Provence,  he  is  £ud  to  have 
qualified  himfelf  to  reprefent  the  tiers  etatj  by  be- 
coming a  ihopkeeper.  He  opened  a  fliop  where  he 
Icdd  grocery  by  retail,  and  drefled  with  an  aproq^ 
diftributed  his  wares,  his  politics,  and  his  bo^ 
mots  ^  It  is  faid  that  curiofity  attracted  fo  many 
purchafers  to  his  (hop,  that  his  £aJe  amounted  tp 
three  hmidred  louis^^ors  a-day,  and  the  firft  day 
produced  fifteen  thoufand  livres  (656/.  5/.).  He 
was  eleOed  prefident  of  the  order  of  the  tiers  etat^  and 
always  in  public  feated  under  a  canopy.  When  be 
went  to  the  play,  he  was  efcorted  by  fifty  young  men 
"In  uniform,  and  had  a  box  fet  apart  for  him.  Fire* 
Works,  balls,  ferenades,  and  ccmtinual  dances  under 
his  -windows  teftified  his  popularity.  The  people 
took  off  his  horfes  and  drew  his  carriage,  and  he 
was  honored  with  a  triumph  ;  a  crown  was  placed 
on  his  head,  and  he  entered  Aix  amidfl  a  difcharge 
of  aitillery,  and  fhoutsof  ^^  God  fave  the  king!  God 
"  fave  Muabeau  !*'  Similar  marks  of  refpeft  were 
piad  to  him  at  MarfeiUes,  where  he  was  elected  deputy 
«s  well  as  at  Aiz,  but  he  took  his  feat  for  the 
IfWcr". 

P  Lettret  ^  Mattvillofly  p«  44^* 

%  Pagb,  ▼•!.  i.  p.  Si. 

'  Lettret  i  Maavillon,  P-4>5*« 

•  AiKCdotcs  du  Rcgne  de  Louis  XVt.  Yol.  yI.  p*  iS;. 

•  PlayfairliHiftory  of  Jacobinifnii  p.  115. 

•  AiiecdoCM  du  Rene  de  Louit  XVL  vol.  ▼?.  p«  167.    Mopit^t 
View,  iqU'u p»  I7I«    l*ettret  a MauYillon,  p. 456* 
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Hi«eio-        A  popular  aflcmbly  was  the  pfecife  fphere  in 
<jucncc.      ^iij^^h  Mirabeau  could  difplay  himfelf  to  advantage. 
He  was,  as  madame  Roland  juftly  obferves,  "  formed 
**  to  command  the  vulear,  to  concentrate  in  one 
**  focus  the  opinions  of  the 'wife,  and  to  prefent 
;**  thera  with  that  fofrce  of  genius  which  compels 
**  obedience  the  moment  it  is  difplayed  ""J*     In  the 
national  affcmbly,  where  moft  of  the  members  read 
then-  fpeeches,  he  was  among-  the  few  who  pofleflTed 
the  gift  of  extempore  elocjuenre,  which  befides  its 
'mor6  forcible  impreffion  afforded  him  great  advan- 
tage in  replies,  and  in  thofe  quick  turns  of  farcaftfc 
raillery  which  conftitut^d  his  forte  ^     He  continued 
•firmly  attached  'to  Orleans,  and  forwarded  all  his 
views,  hoping,  in  cafe  of  his  fuccefs^  to  attain  the 
fituntion  of  prime  minifter  *.     His  oppofition  to  the 
court' "U'as  therefore  fyftematic,  coftftarit,  and  violent. 
Puhiifhes  "   As   a  means  of  propagating  his   principles,  re* 
ijourial.    lading  the  debates  of  the  aflembly  in  his  own  man- 
"ner,  and  efFeftually  ferving  his  party,  he  undertook 
the  dirtftion   of  a    daily  paper,  which   he  called 
-"  Letfres  de  Mirabeau  afes  Commettans**      Its  ap- 
'pearance  was,  for  a  fhoit  time,  prevented  by  au- 
thority, but  MirabcaA  eafily  furmounted,  or  rcfo- 
iiitely  braved    eVery   impediment,  and  began  his 
publication    foon   after   the    fitting  of   the    ftates- 
'general.     The  expeftation  excited  by  this   undcr- 
takinij  was  fo  favourable,  that  in  a  week  after  the 
publication  of  the  profpeftus,  fubfcriptions  to  the 
amount    of     more    than    thirty    thoufand    livres 
(131 2/.  10  J.)  were  lodged  at  nis  bookfeller's  for 
the  firft  three  months  deHvery  \     This  paper,  which 
was  afterwards  continued  under  the  name  of  Le 
Courier  de  Provence^  was  highly  fe^viceable  to  Mira* 

«  Appeal  to  Impartial  Pofterity,  vol.  i.  p.  84. 

J  Ser  .Artl'ur  Voung\  Travels,  p.  110 

»  Hillorical   Sketch,    p.  80.      Coajaraiion  de   d'Oilcai*?,   roU  ii» 

*  irlayfaii^Hiftoiy  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  11$. 
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beau's  views,  as  it  gave  additional  weight  an!  con- 
fequence  to  his  party,  and  augmented  his  popilarity 
m  the  capital* 

Mirabeau's  eloquence  and  manner  of  attack  were  Hitb>ld. 
new  to  the  French  ;  and  though  the  difpofition  of  "*^^^* 
the  public  mind^  and  the  mafs  of  feditious  pamphlets 
which  preceded  the  meeting  of  the  ftates-general 
might  have  induced  an  expectation  of  violent  pro- 
ceedings, both  parties  fcera  to  have  regarded  »him 
with  aftonifhment.  The  privileged  orders  faid  that 
hisinfidious  and  fatal  eloquence  inflamed  and  ex- 
afperated  the  common? ;  while  many  of  the  tiers 
etat  declared  their  apprehenfions  that  his  cxcellive 
zeal  would  be  fatal  to  the  public  caufe  \  The  firft  Judgment, 
topic  which  agitated  the  tiers  etat  was  the  verifica- 
tion of  orders,  in  which  Mirabeau  rook  a  dif- 
tmguiflied  fhare,  and,  befides  the  inflammatory 
effeft  of  his  eloquence,  his  quickncfs  of  s^pprehen- 
fion,  and  ready  perception  of  the  ftrong  and  weak 
parts  of  a  cafe,  greatly  facilitated  the  triumph  of  his 
party.  After  trying  in  vaip,  feveral  meffages  in-  ^7^^^^j* 
viting  the  nobility  to  join  with  the  tiers  etat  in  the 
<;omraon-h^ll  to  verify  their  powers,  he  fuggefted 
the  expedient  of  conjuring  the  clergy,  in  the  navie  of 
the  God  ofpeace^  to  unite  with  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  nation.  Though  the  clergy  had  the  addrefs 
to  evade  this  propofal,  yet  the  refult  of  the  meflfages 
rendered  them  extremely  unpopular,  and  made  it 
almoft  impofSble  for  them  to  maintain  their  point  % 
After  feveral  weeks  of  affeftedi  moderation,  during  lathjunt. 
which  the  faftious  leaders  were  trying  their  ftrength, 
and  endeavouring  to  e^afperate  the  public,  the  tiers 
etat  refolved  to  confl;itute  themfelves,  and  leave  to 
the  other  two  orders  the  choice  of  joining  them,  or 
l)ecoming  odious  and  infignificant.  On  this  fubjeft 
a  debate  of  confiderable  length   took  place,  and 

>  Lett  ret  a  Mauvillon,  p.  464.. 

*  See  Dcbaus.    Moore't  View,  vol.  1,0,153.    Hiftorical  Sketch, 
p.  104. 
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Occupied  the  aCembly  for  four  days.    Mifabcau, 
though  in  of  the  ague,  attended  conftantly^  even 
while  under  the  operation  of  fudorifics,  and  fpoke 
three  times  from   the  tribune  while  attacked  by 
ihivering  fits^       His  wifh  was  that  the  aflembly 
fhould  be  declared  reprefentativcs  of  the  Frencn 
people  (feuple).    In  this  he  had  great  obftades  to 
furmount,  as  the  term  peuple^  in  French^  unlike 
people  in  Englifhy  was    ordinarily  applied  to  the 
lower  clafe,  or  mere  rabble.    He  fucceeded  in  re- 
moving  this  prejudice,    but  feiled   in  his    grand 
».5<fc*     objeft.     The  majority  adopted  a  motion  of  M.  Ic 
JiS!    Grand,    and    aflumed    the    title   of   national    of- 
fimbly  •.     In  oppofing  a  metaphyfical  definition  pro- 
pofed  by  Syeyes,  NSrabeau  difplayed  great  judg- 
ment, fenfe,  and  knowledge ;  he  dminguifhed  ably 
between  the  adual  flate  of  man  in  fodety,  and  the 
abftradk  reprefentation  of  him  which  may  be  fitted 
for  mere  verbal  difcuffion,  and  illuftrated  his  dif- 
tinftion  by  the  difference  of  tracing  countries  on 
a  painted   map,    and  traverfmg   the   face  of  the 
globe.      In  the  former  all  is    level    and   moun» 
tainous    deferts,    rivers,    and    abyfles    oppofe   no 
impediments,  but   the  traveller  is  obliged  to  con- 
fider  the  face  of  Nature  as  fhe  exifts,  to  provide 
againft  difficulties,  refifl  obftacles,  and  keep  con* 
ftaiitly  in  mind  that  he  is  in  a  real,  not  an  imaginarv 
worlds      Though    Mirabeau  was  not  fuccefsfiil, 
flill  his  exertions  were  much  applauded.     Some 
pains  were  taken  to  imprefs  on  the  public  a  bdief 
that  he  had  been  bribed  by  the  court ;  his  character 
afforded  a  foundation  for  the  conjedure,  but  it  was 
in  every  other  refpeft  improbable  *•    The  affump- 
tion  of  a  title  which  threatened  to  inveff  all  power  in 
the  tiers  etat^  and  render  the  nobility  and  dergy 

'  Lettret  a  Mauvilloiiy  p.  4.6s. 
•Debates.    Hiftoriet.     Voung*t  TraveU,  p,  ito. 
^  Debates.     Moore^i  View,  vol.  i.  p.  !<$•     CoilcfUon  of  Miri* 
beao*i  Speeches  in  the  Aflembljr* 
f  Young*s  Travelti  p.  1 14. 
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eojbirely  fubferrient  to  them,  was  a  meafure  for  which 
Mirabeau  was  not  prepared.      As  a  politician  he 
wiihed  for  many  changes  in  the  form  of  govern-^ 
meat;   as  an  individual,  his  ambition  would  have 
been  gratified  by  fuch  a  change  of  rulers  as  would 
have  enabled  him  to  hold  the  higheft  offices  in  the 
ftate ;  but  this  ftep  appeared  too  hazardous  at  the 
prefenjt  junfture,  when  th^  afcendancy  of  his  fac-p 
tion  was  not  fufficiently  confirmed.     He  fays,  "  fup- 
"  nofing  the  moft  fevourable  event ;  that  the  king 
"  mould  afford  his  fanftion  to  the  new  title  %ve  have 
**  arrogated  to  our/elves^  the  refult  will  be  that  they 
**  have  played  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom  on  a  coup 
♦*  at  rouge  et  noiry  where  there  is  no  advantage, 
♦*  wWlc  I  would  have  put  it  on  a  game  at  chefs, 
"  where  I  was  the  beft  player.**     He  afterwards 
adds,  **  The  beft  means  to  render  the  revolution 
"  abortive  is  to  alk  too  much  *".*' 

Whatever  might  be  Mirabeau's  private  opinions,  Pop^llvlt^ 

he  acquiefced  in  the  meafures  of  his   party,  and 

\^ould  not  rifk  the  favour  of  the  people  by  a  decided 

oppofition.     He  was  highly  popular  in  Paris  ;  and 

the  following  anecdote  will  (hew  how  great  homage 

TOs  paid  him. — ^The  firft  night,  after  the  fitting  of 

tie  affembly,  that  Voltaire's  Brutus  was  performed, 

Mirabeau  took  a  place  in  the  fourtli  tier  of  boxes. 

The  people  perceiving  him,  required  that  he  ftiould 

come  down  to  a  lower  box,  and  fent  a  deputation 

to  requeft  he  ^ould  indulge  them.     He  did  more : 

he  went  and  placed  himfelf  in  the  gallery  in  the 

nridft  of  the  people,  who  were  unwearied  in  teftify-p 

ing  their  fatisfadion  at  feeing  amongft  them  their 

failing  reprefentative  *. 

Miiabeau  difplayed,  at  the  period  of  the  royal  ^^  J'*^* 
littmg,  when  Necker  evinced  fo  much  perfidy,  and  fiuing. 
the  king  fuch  benevolent  and  patriotic  intentions  ^, 
a  degree  of  fiadious  intemperance  which  demoA'* 

^  Lettrr •  a  Mauviibn,  p.  469. 

'  Aneccbies  du  Rr|pae  Jc  Louis  XVT,  Yol.  vu  p*  %^%% 

*  SctNlfCKIR. 
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ftrated  that  no  confideration  could  reflrain  him  in 
Mira.  the  purfuit  of  a  favourite  objeft.  While  the  tiers 
etat  were  waiting  till  the  fuperior  orders  were  feated, 
he  fhewed  great  impatience,  and  required  the 
prefident  to  condufl:  the  nation  immediately  to  the 
king's  prefence.  When  the  king  had  pronounced 
his  truly  paternal  and  ccMiciliatory  harangue^  he  or- 
dered the  deputies  to  depart  and  affemble  the  fub- 
fcquent  day ;  and  then  retired,  attended  by  the  no- 
bility and  the  majority  of  the  clergy.  The  tiers  etat 
remained,  but  though  animated  by  the  applaufe 
which  had  attended  their  recent  exhibition  in  the 
tennis-court,  they  feemed  at  a  lofs,  and  preferred 
filence.  The  workmen  began  to  remove  the  throne 
and  the  vacant  benches ;  ftill  the  deputies  did  not 
move  :  at  length  M.  de  Breze,  grand-mafter  of  the 
ceremonies,  entered,  and  faid  to  the  prefident, 
*'  You  have  heard,  fir,  the  intentions  of  the  king/' 
Bailly,  the  prefident,  timid  and  uncertain  how  to 
aft,  anfwered,  that  the  affembly  was  not  conftituted 
to  receive  orders  from  any  one.  Mirabeau  was  dif- 
fatisfied  with  this  evafion,  and  conceiving  the  oc- 
cafion  to  demand  all  his  intrepidity,  rofe,  and  ad- 
tfrefling  himfelf  to  M.  de  Brez^,  laid,  "  Yes,  we 
*'  have  heard  the  intentions  the  king  has  been  pre- 
*'  vailed  on  to  exprefs.  But  you,  who  qannot  be 
*'  his  organ  in  this  affembly,  you,  who  have  nei- 
**  ther  feat,  nor  vote,  nor  any  right  to  fpeak  here, 
*'  you  are  not  the  perfon  to  remind  us  of  his  dif- 
*^  courfe.  However,  to  avoid  all  equivocation  and 
*'  all  delay,  I  declare,  that  if  you  are  inftrufted  to 
*'  make  us  leave  this  place,  you  muft  return  and 
*'  demand  inftruftions  to  employ  force.  Go,  and 
**  tell  thofe  wfio  fent  you,  that  we  arc  affembled  by 
*'  the  will  of  the  people,  and  nothing  (hall  expel 
"  us  but  the  bayonet '."     The  effeft  of  this  fpeech 

I  Dehnres.  Hiftories.  Collc8ion  of  JVlhabenu's  Speeches.  A 
biift  ot  Muaheaii  was  afterwards  made  for  tb*friend%  «/  tbe-ccnfikuticn,  oD 
i^hich  the  lall  teni<nce  of  this  fpcccU  wasengraved.  White's  franfli'- 
tion  of  i\abaud*s  Hiltory,  p.  92.  n* 
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vras  the  triumph  of  the  tiers  etaU  That  body,  be- 
fore fo  irrefolute,  commenced  a  virulent  debate,  in 
which  the  royal  authority  was  derided,  and  the  . 
king's  perfon  and  commands  treated  with  indignity. 
Mirabeau  took  advantage  of  a  moment  fo  favour- 
able, to  move  for  a  decree  declaring  the  perfons  of 
members  inviolable,  which  was  inftantly  granted  ". 

The  refult  of  this  day  greatly  augmented  IVlira-.  *7f|». 
beau's  popularity,  and  enhanced  his  importance  with  o"oi4ai« 
his  party.  ITie  jundion  of  the  two  fuperior  orders 
with  the  tiers  etat^  which  fpecdily  followed,  extended 
his  influence,  and  with  it,  his  power  of  doing  injury 
to  thofe  he  was  inclined  to  oppofe.  On  this  event 
he  made  a  fpeech  replete  with  florid  imagery,  in 
which  he  difguifed,  under  an  appearance  of  philan- 
thropic congratulation,  his  exultation  at  an  event 
to  which  he  had  fo  materially  contributed ". 

The  triumph  of  the  Orleans  party  over  the  court  Exfrriowt' 
nowfeemed  fo  certain  and  decided,  that  the  con- ^^''^'■'**'** 
fpirators  purfued  their  operations  without  affeding 
difguife,  and  hardly  reftrained  by  the  common  rules 
of  caution.  Mirabeau  was  guiky  of  a  flagrant  im- 
prudence, which  nothing  but  a  certainty  of  fuccefs 
could  have  occafioned.  Converfing  in  a  circle  of 
deputies,  among  whom  were  Mounier,  BergaflTe^ 
Duport,  and  la  Fayette,  he  praifed  the  duke  of 
Orleans  in  terms  fufficiently  expreflive,  but  with 
fome  reftraint.  La  Fayette  quitting  the  party,  he 
became  lefs  guarded,  and  faid,  "  Gad,  gentlemen, 
"  fhall  I  tell  you  my  mind  at  once  ? — I  think  we 
"  fliall  never  have  made  a  ftep  towards  liberty,  till 
"  we  fliall  have  eflfefted  a  revolution  at  court."— 
"  What  revolution  do  you  mean  (faid  one) ;  what 
"  is  the  nature  of  the  revolution  you  wifli  ?*'— "  I 
"  will  tell  you  without  difguife  (faid  Mirabeau) ; 
"  we  mud  raife  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  poft  of 

*■  Debates.      Hiflorief.      Anecdotes  du  Regnc   de  Louit   XV f, 
vol.  vi.  p.  306. 
■  Debaict.    Collcftion  of  Spccchct.    Moort't  View,  vol,  i.  p.174.. 
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**  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom."     One  of  tho 
company  reprelented,  that,  it  was  not  certain  that 
the  duke  of  Orleans  would  confent  to  aflume  the 
poft.     **  Oh,  (replied  Mirabeau,)  make  yourfclvcs 
•*  perfectly  eafy  on  that  point ;  I  have  fpoken  to 
*•  the  duke  about  it,  who  anfwered  me  in  a  very^ 
**  pleafmg  manner.'*     This  difcourfe  alarmed  Mou- 
nier,  who,  in  a  fubfequent  converfation,  expreffcd 
his  apprehenfions  arifmg  from  the  afped  of  aflfairs. 
•*     Why,  you  fimple  good  man  (bonhommi)^*  an* 
fwered  Mirabeau,  **  I  am  as  much  attached  to  roy- 
**  alty  as  you ;  but  what  fignifies  whether  we  have 
*'  Louis  IVI.  or  Louis  XVII. ;  or  why  fhould  wc 
**  have  a  child  to  govern  us  ?'*     Mounier  exprefli?d 
io  much  dilapprobation  at  thefe  fentiments,  that  Mi- 
rabeau,  after  fome  vague  attempts  to  explaii^  away 
his  meaning,  haftily  broke  off  the  converfation  ^ 
Addrtf*         The  train,  in  faft,  was  now  laid,  and  the  explofion 
thc^'u^.  confidcpntly  expefbed.     The  only  circumftance  which 
stb  July,    reftrained  the  confpirators  was  the  army  under  the 
command  of  marfhal  Broglio,  which  was  afferobled 
round  Paris.     To  remove  thefe  troops  became  aa 
objed  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  to  this  Mira- 
b^u  bent  all  his  efforts.     In  a  mod  eloquent  and 
inflanunatory  fpeech,  he  reprefented  to  the  affembly 
the  danger  of  thefe  preparations :  he  drew  an  ex- 
aggerated pifture  of  the  mifery  of  the  people,  the 
numbers  and   movements  of  the  troops,   and  the 
views  of  the  court ;  and  concluded  by  moving  an 
addrefs,  praying  his  majefty  to  reniove  the  army 
which  occafioned  fo  much  difquietude.     Though  it 
was  known  that  fuch  an  addrefs  was  to  be  moved, 
and  feveral  members  had  prepared  to  oppofe  it,  the 
effeft  of  Mirabeau^s  eloquence  was  fuch  as  to  con- 
vince  them  of  the  inutility  of  oppofition,  and  that 
their  own  difgrace  would  be  the  only  refult.    The 

•  See  Cdnimration  de  d*0rleant9  vol.  ii.  p,  6o.    Moore*t  View, 
vol.i.  p«i^93*    Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  ReYoluiiofti  p.  153* 
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addrefs  wis  drawn  by  Mirabeau,  read  twice,  adopt* 
tdy  and  prcfented  by  a  deputation  of  twenty-four 
members,  among  whom  were  Mirabeau  and  Robef^ 
pierre.  It  is  a  model  of  infidious  compofition, 
where  treafon  is  plainly  Ihewn  through  the  thin 
malk  of  aflfedked  loyalty,  and  pretended  praife  is  be* 
flowed  on  the  monarch,  only  as  the  means  of  over* 
whelming  him  with  increafed  reproach  if  he  fhould 
refufe  compliance  with  the  didtates  of  an  imperious 
affembly.  In  anfwer  to  this  addrefs,  the  king  de- 
dared  that  the  tumultuous  (late  of  the  metropolis 
was  the  reafon  for  furrounding  it  with  troops  ;  dif- 
claimed  every  idea  of  interrupting  the  debates  of  the 
affembly  ;  and  offered,  if  the  troops 'gave  any  alarm, 
to  transfer  their  fittings  to  Noyon  or  Soiffoiis,  and 
remove  himfelf  to  Compeigne,  to  maintain  the  ne- 
cei&ry-  communication  with  them.  This  anfwer 
was  fatisfaftory  to  the  majority  of  the  affembly,  who 
were  inclined  to  rely  on  the  royal  promife ;  but  Mi- 
rabeau, alarmed  at  the  manifeftation  of  fuch  fenti- 
ments,  expreffed  violent  difapprobation  of  the  king's 
anfwer.  He  averred  that  it  was  a  direft  refufal  of 
their  requeft  ;  and  affefting  to  doubt  the  king's  fin- 
cerity,  inferred  ftill  greater  treachery  from  the  fitu* 
jition  of  the  place  to  which  he  had  propofed  to  re- 
move them.  He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the 
abfence  of  the  troops  from  the  capital  was  the  prin- 
cipal objeft  of  the  addrefs,  and  not  that  the  affembly 
fliould  remove  to  a  diftance  from  the  troops.  This 
fcafoning  made  great  impreffion  on  the  affembly ; 
and  Dr.  Moore  extols  their  moderation  and  refpeft 
for  the  king,  in  not  renewing  the  petition.  Mira- 
beau did  not  urge  the  meafure ;  but  the  reafon  was, 
that  in  the  interval  between  the  two- debates,  and 
while  he  had  fuch  a  meafure  in  agitation,  a  fecond 
conference  took  place  between  him  and  Mounier. 
This  deputy  remonftrated  on  the  impropriety  of  a 
itcond  addrefs }  and  Mirabeau,  who  was  fcnfible 

he 
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be  bid  been  too  open  in  his  expreflions,  and  ap* 
prehended  a  fchifm  in  his -own  party,  did  not  venture 
to  prefs  a  meafure  which  might  have  led  to  the  moll 
difagreeable  explanations  ^. 
14th  July.      The  difmiflion   of  Necker  accelerated  the  pro- 
Meef*maf.  j^^^^  comniotion  ;   and  the  afcendancy  of  the  Or- 
lUcretand   leans  party  gave  a  more  complete  fuccefs  to  their 
outrages*    proceedings  than  could  have  been  expefted.     The 
pufillanimity  of  the  duke  however  prevented   his 
adherents  from  deriving  from  it  thofe  advantages  to 
which  they  confidered  themtelves  entitkd,     Mira- 
beau  in  vain  endeavoured  to  urge  him  to  affume  a 
greater  (hare  of  relolution.     On  one  of  thefe  occa- 
sions,   when  Mirabeau  had  been  unfuccefcfully  at- 
tempting to  perfuade  him  to  fhew  himfelf  in  Paris, 
be  exclaimed,  *'  What,  fir,  you*are  within  four  lea- 
*'  gues  of  thq  throne,  and  yet  will  not  travel  to  it ; 
*'  it  is  written  then  that  Mirabeau  fhall  never  be  a, 
**  man  of  confcquence  '^Z*     Mirabeau  is  accufed  of 
having   incited  iho   mob  to   afts   of  violence  and 
maflacre  during  the  tumults  which  fucceeded  the 
capture  of  the  Baftille.     Though  this  charge  wants 
direct  proof,  it  is  rendered  probable  by  his  being 
the  conftant  defender  of  their  excefles,  and  the  op« 
pofer    of    meafures    calculated   to    reprefs    them. 
When  Lally  Tollendal  was  defcribing  the  deaths  of 
Berthier  and  Foulon  with  cxpreffions  of  appropriate 
horror,  Mirabeau  told  him  that  it  was  a  time  to 
t&ink  rather  than  to  feel;   and^   in  defending  the 
conduft  of  the  populace,  he  made  the  following  fa^ 
vage  obfervation ;    '*  If  thefe  fcene?   which   have. 
"  pafled  at  Paris  had  pafled  at  Conftantinople,  the 
*'  moft  timorous  charaders  would  fay,  the  peopli 
*'  have  done  them/elves  jufiice^  the  p;ieafure  of  inin 

f  Debates.  Hlftorics.  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  495  to  307.  liiftori* 
cal  bkticb,  p.  153. 

9  Lcnre  d'un  Frapgois  Air  le$  Moyeni  qui  ont  0per6  la  Revolu- 
tioD,  p.  II.  JB.  16. 
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«  quity  was  full,  and  the  punifhment  of  one  vizier 
*'  will  become  a  lejfon  to  another '."  He  alfo'  de- 
fended  the  further  excefles  of  the  mobs  in  the  prd- 
vitices,  and  apologifed  for  their  burning  caftles,  and 
other  cruelties  towards  the  nobility,  on  a  principle  of 
juftice  and  retaliation '. 

Mirabeau  had  not  altered  his  opinion  of  Necker,  Mores  for 
or  ceafed  to  entertain  the  fame  fentiments  of  rancour  N^^kcr't 
againft  him ;  but  as  the  tide  of  p  )pularlty  ran 
ftrongly  in  his  favour,  and  as  it  was  confidered  a 
meafure  diftreflSng  and  infulting  to  the  court,  be 
determined  to  move  for  an  addrefs  requiring  the  dif- 
miffion  of  the  new  miniftry,  and  therecal  of  the 
popular  idol.  This  meafure  was  oppofed  by  fome 
who  remonftratcd  on  the  unconftitutional  indelicacy 
of  interfering  with  the  appointments  of  the  execu- 
rive  government;  but  Mirabeau's  exertions  fur* 
mounted  all  oppofition,  and  the  addrefswas  carried, 
when  the  dftfivery  of  it  was  rendered  unneceflafy 
by  the  voluntary  refignation  of  the  minifters,  and 
the  king's  declaration,  that  he  had  fent  to  recal  the 
fivourite  of  the  aflembly  ^ 

Necker,  whofe  vanity  furmounted  his  judgment  Oppofcf 
and  his  duty,  was  weak  enough  t6  return  ;  and  Mi-  ^^^  *"**" 
rabeau  commenced  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  oppo- 
fition to  his  meafures,  both  in  the  aflembly  and  in 
public.     An  opportunity  of  enfeebling  the  minifter's 
popularity  occurred  immediately  on  his  return,  when 
by  his  addrefs  to  the  eleftors  of  Paris,  at  the  Hotel-de*  . 
w7fe,  he  had  prevailed  on  them  to  decree  the  libera* 
tion  of  the  baron  de  Bezenval,  and  a  general  am- 
ncfty.     Mifabeau  exerted  himfelf  among  the  poli- 
tital  clubs,  where  he  reprefented  the  tranfaftions  at 
the  Hotel'de-ville  as  a  comproinife  with  ariftocracy, 
■  rendered  Necket  an  objeft  of  fufpicion,  and  roufed 
the  mmds  of  his  audience  to  meafures  of  feverity  and 
vengeance.     The  refolutions  of  the  commune  of  Pa- 

^  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  i^^^ 

•  Page*,  voLi.  p,  17*.  ^  Hiftoricf.    Pcbatei. 
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t1$  vere  decUred  illegal,  and  the  matter  Wtts  i^erred 
to  the  national  aflembly,  where  Mirabeau  and  his 
adherents  fucceeded  in  c^ablifhing  their  point,  ami 
Augnft.  the  amnefty  was  annulled  "*.  ConMentlv  with  the 
principle  he  had  determined  to  adopt,  Mirabeau  r^ 
fitted  with  effeft  Necker's  propofal  for  a  loan»  which^ 
had  it  been  fuccefsful,  would  have  relieved  the  em* 
barraflments  of  the  court,  and  rendered  Necker's 
adminiftration  permanent*  Mirabeau  raifed  fo  many 
obje^ons,  and  deduced  lb  much  from  the  advan<> 
tages  of  the  loan,  that  it  never  filled  '• 
Oilers  hit  It  was  probably  about  this  time  that  Mirabeui 
S^kiTgt  ^ff^^  ^  fervices  to  the  king  on  certain  condidon$» 
which  were  rejeAed  through  the  influence  of  Nec» 
ker  ^9  who  perhaps  felt  himfeif  inc^able  of  a^ing 
in  concert  with  a  man  of  Mirabeau's  principles; 
or  more  probably  was  actuated  by  perfonal  re&nt- 
ment  alone.  Mirabeau  feems  to  nave  been  indig* 
nant  at  the  bafi^iefs  of  Orleans,  difplayed  at  awf 
juft  after  the  period  of  taking  the  Baitille ;  and  at 
this  time  feems  in  his  public  conduft  to  have  fhevn 
a  dlfpofition  to  approach  the  court,  and  even  to  coa* 
ciliate  the  minifter*  In  the  debates  on  the  (hare  of 
authority  to  be  intrufl:ed  to  the  crown  in  the  ratifi* 
cation  of  laws,  he  fupported  the  unpopular  do&ine 
of  an  abfolute  veto.  Montjoye  imputes  this  to  las 
attachment  to  Orleans,  and  his  wi(h  to  be  the  mi* 
nifter  of  an  arbitrary  monarch  ;  but  the  other  mo* 
tive  is  full  as  probable'.  The  diftrefs  of  the  re* 
venue  ftill  increafmg,  and  the  loan  haying  been 
found  entirely  unfuccefgful,  Necker  brought  for* 
ward  a  propofition,  .chat  every  individual  Aoidl 
contribute  a  fourth  part  of  his  revenue  towasds  the 

"  Nerker  on  the  Re^olatioiij  Tol,  i.  p.  %%^*  laifOMXial  Hitof# 
yo\'\.  p.  171.    Moore*t  View,  yol.  i.  p.  3S0.    See  NsCKta* 

X  0ebatrt.     See  NtCKBA. 

X  Kouille'i  Memoirt,  p.  t4S.  >7jr« 

«  Conjuration  de  d*Or]eant,  vol.  li.  p.  \%j.  Mri.  WollftonecniftS 
Hiilory,  p.  3?».  Dchatet  in  Anguft  and  September.  Moon*0  VieW| 
and  I  be  other  Hiftuiies. 
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ckigcndcs  of  the  ftate.  This  meafurc  alarmed  the 
aflembly  by  its  Tiolence ;  but  Mirabeau,  *^  more 
**  eloquent  than  ever  he  had  been,  great  in  his  gef- 
**  tm'e,  in  his  countenance,  and  in  his  voice,  pre- 
"  vailed  on  the  affembly  to  decree  ^ith  confidence 
^  the  meafure  propofed  by  Necker  •/'  Though  rejcaed 
this  fignal  fervice  ought  to  have  convinced  the  mi-  Jj^^** 
nifter  of  Mirabeau's  value  and  importance,  he  could 
not  forgive  his  critical  animadverfions,  and  his  pre- 
vious oppofition.  He  felt  no  kindnefs  to  him  for 
fupporting  his  fecond  financial  plan,  after  over* 
throwing  the  firft ;  he  did  not  acquiefce  in  the  pro- 
priety of  an  abfolute  veto ;  and  he  fruftrated  the 
negotiation  between  the  king  and  Mirabeau. 

Irritated  at  this  rqeftion,  Mirabeau  attached  him-  ^}^^\^ 
fdf  more  firmly  than  ever  to  Orleans.    He  con-  m^^firn.^ 
irived  to  render  the  compliment  he  had  paid  to  Nee  ly  w  Or- 
"ker  unavailing,  by  tacking  to  the  decree  a  requeft  '^"•' 
that  the  kmg  would  immediately  fanftion  certain 
obnoxious  rdblutions  voted  on  the  fourth  of  Au- 
guft**.     In  the  debates  which  followed,  efpecially  is*8«pu 
tnofe  which  related  to  the  limitation  of  the  crown^ 
and  the  fettlement  of  a  regency,  he  (hewed  a  de- 
cided predileftion  for   the  interefts   of  Orleans  % 
"What  could  not  be  produced  by  cabal  in  the  legif- 
lature  it  was  determined  to  effeft  by  external  vio- 
lence,   and  the  dreadful   infurredion  which  took 
place  on  the  fifth  of  Oftober  was  projefted  and  or- 
ganifed. 

No  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  Mirabeau  took 
an  aftive  fliare  in  contriving  and  conducing'  this  |j{j  JJ^ 
celebrated  infurreftion.     Mrs^WoUftonecraft,  with  condua 
her  ufual  raihnefs,  has  declared  his  innocence,  de-  ?[  ^•'^•^ 
ducing  it  only  from  his  diflike  to  Orleans,  and  the 

■  Quoted  from  Rabaud*t  HHlory,  p. 141.  ScoNecrer.  Debaiet. 
Hiftoiict. 

^  See  Necker. 

*  Debatet.  Conjuration  de  d'Orlean?^  yol.ii.  p.  135.  Hiilorical 
Sketchy  p.«S5* 
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oph^on  fubfequently  delirered  by  the  abb^  Mauris 
Dr.  Moore  ftates  it  as  evident  that  Mitabeau  did 
not  aft  in  concert  with  the  duke ;  and  fays  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  had  any  hand  in  exciting  the  in- 
furreftion,  but  he  certainly  endeavoured  to  turn  it 
to  his  own  purpofes  when  excited*.     The  argu- 
ment of  Mrs.  Wollftonecraft  of  his  contempt  for 
Orleans  is  not  very  cogent,  confidering  how  many 
iafts  appeared  in  evidence  to  (hew  that  he  was  very 
adive  in  urging  the  proceedings  of  the  mob.     Tlie 
conduft  of  the  abbe  Mauri  will  be  mentioned  here- 
after.     The  want  of  concert  between  the  confpi- 
rators,  adduced  by  Dr.  Moore,  is  eafily  accounted 
for  by  adverting  to  the  charadcr  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  with  whom  it  was  eafy  to  plot^  but  whofc 
cowardice  and  inconfiftency  rendered  it  extremely 
difficult  to  ad  in  concert.     A  flatement  of  Mini- 
beau's  proceedings  during  and  previous  to  the  in- 
furreclion  will  beil  elucidate  his  motives.     For  fome 
time   before  this   event,   a   great    many   deputies, 
dreading  the  anarchy  which  they  had  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend from  the  intrigues  and  ambition  of  the  po- 
pular  party,    had  meditated  a  jun£tion   with  the 
members  attached  to  the  court ;   and  their  influence 
had  fo  far  prevailed,  that  in  the  election  of  preii- 
dents,  the  compofition  of  committees,  and  the  no- 
mination of  fecretaries,  the  friends  of  order  were 
generally  preferred.      Mirabeau   was  indignant  at 
this  jundion,  which  threatened  to  reduce  his  party 
to  a  ftate  of  infignificance,  and  wrote  a  letter  replete 
with  threats  to  Clermont  Tonnere,  who  was  thea 
prefident,  which  he,  with  more  forbearance  than 
prudence,  did  not  denounce  to  the  affembly  ^     A 
fecret  committee  compofed  of  the  adherents  of  Or- 
leans met  frequently  at  the  duke's  country-feat  at 
Mouffeau ;  Mirabeau  waS  a  cpnftant  attendant  at 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution^  p.  456. 

•  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  50. 

f  Lettwd'un  Fian^oii  fur  Ut  Moyeuf  qui  ont  Op^ii  )a  Revolution* 
J.  »7. 
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thefe  meetings  •  j  he  was  continually  travelling  to 
Paris,  and  exerting  his  influence  in  the  clubs  and 
coffee-houfes  **.  On  the  day  of  the  explofion,  the 
debates  were  conduced  with  peculiar  acrimony. 
The  pretended  orgies  of  the  Gardes-du-corps  afforded 
aground  for  fome  accufations  which  Petion  levelled 
againft  the  queen,  but  wanted  courage  to  fign  his 
denunciation,  Mirabeau,  who  in  thefe  extremities 
never  loft  his  prefence  of  mind,  relieved  Petion  from 
his  embarraffment  by  faying,  "  I  begin  by  declar- 
"  ing  that  I  confider  the  motion  fupremely  impo* 
"  litic  J  neverthelefs,  if  it  is  perfifted  in,  I  am  ready 
"  to  produce  the  details,  and  fign  them  with  my 
"  own  hand :  but  the  affembly  muft  firft  decree, 
"  that  the  perfon  of  the  king  alone  is  inviolable ; 
"  and  that  all  other  individuals,  whatever  their  fta- 
"  don,  are  equally  fubjed  to  the  laws/*  This 
fpeech  produced  a  feries  of  inflammatory  obferva- 
tions,  but  the  denunciation  was  not  proceeded  on*. 
While  the  debates  were  going  on,  Mirabeau  rofe 
and  whifpered  to  the  prcfident,  *'  Mounier,  there. 
"  are  forty  thoufand  men  marching  againft  us  from 
"  Paris ;  adjourn.*'  Many  people  had  been  ob- 
ferved  going  in  and  out  with  an  appearance  of 
great  agitation,  thefe  were  the  agents  of  the  confpi- 
racy,  and  from  them  Mirabeau  derived  his  intel- 
ligence''. In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  Mirabeau 
had  behaved  with  great  petulance,  and  difplayed 
the  confidence  of  a  fuccefsful  confpirator.  In  ad- 
verting to  the  king's  delay  in  fanftioning  the  de- 
crees, he  renounced  his  own  principle  of  an  abfolute 
vetOy  and  faid,  ^^  It  appears  to  me  that  in  an  addref^ 
"  to  the  king,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  fpeak 
"  with  the  fame  franknefs  and  truth  which  a  court 

t  Moore^t  VieW)  vol.  ii.  p.  39.     Playfair^s  Hiftory  of  JacobiniffD, 

*  Lettre  d'un  Fmn^ois,  &c.  p.  %%, 

'  Debitct.     HiftoriM.     Conjuration  de  (i*Orleantt  vol.  li.  p.  fto4« 

^  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  %i^.    Conjuration  de  d'Orlcant,  vol.  ii.  p*  %o$m 
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^  fool  of  PhiKp  conveyed  in  Ami  triffiflg  fenteflcei 
"  What  wotddjou  do^  Philips  if  all  the  world  were  tt 
^  fay  no  when  you  fay  yes  *•*'     A  deputation  to  the 
king  had  been  decreed,  when  the  Poifardes  ruflied 
into  the  hall.     In  the  confiifion  which  enfued.  Mi- 
rabeau  alone    retained  any  authority;    he   alone 
dared,  when  the  clamour  was  fuch  as  to  interrupt 
the  debate,  to  more  that  all  perfons  who  were  not 
deputies  fhould  be  expelled.     Though  the  mob  did 
not  permit  fuch  a  motion  to  pafs,  they  expreflfed  no 
anger  againft  the  mover  ".     As  foon  as  the  affembly 
jkdjourned,  Mirabeau  went  among  the  rabble,  who 
were  affailing  the  guards,  and  threatening  the  life 
of  the  queen.     He  was  among  the  privates  of  the 
reginient  de  Flandres^   the  complete  fedu£kion    of 
whom  had  been  only  that  day  effefted ;  and  the  Pi- 
irifian  women,  when  they  loft  fight  of  him,  were  con- 
tinually fcreaming,   ^'  Where  is  our  count  ^Gra- 
^  beau  ?   we  want  to  fee  our  count  Mirabeau.'^ 
Sometimes  he  appeared  with  a  huge  fabre  under 
his   arm,    and   fometimes   difguifed    in    women's 
clothes.    In  this  drefs  he  was  feen  the  next  morn- 
ing, uttering  imprecations  againft  the  queen,  and 
mixing  with  the  mob  to  inftigate  frefli  violences ". 
When  the  affembly  met,  Mirabeau  was  at  his  poft, 
difappointed  at  the  refult  of  the  confpiracy,  and 
gloomily  awaiting  an  opportunity  of  turning  it  to 
tome  advantage.     Such  an  occafion  foon  prefented 
itfelf.     The  king,  aftonifhed  at  the  audacity  of  trca- 
fon,  which,  not  content  with  violating  the  refum  rf 
his  palace,  fought  to  deprive  him  dF  liberty  by  a 
compulfory  journey  to  the  capital,  fent  a  meffage  to 
die  affembly,  requiring  them  to  come  and  hold  their 
fitting  in  the  hall  of  Hercules,  that  he  might  have 
the  benefit  of  their  advice.     Mounier,  the  prefident, 

'  Moore*s  View,  vol.ii.  p.  3. 

^  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  toK  vi.  p.  417. 
a  Conjuration  de  d*Orlean8,  vol.  ii.  p.  S34.  S45.    Kobtfon^t  Propfi 
of  a  Confpiiacy,  p.  377. 
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wooU  inftantly  have  complied ;  but  lifirabeau  pre« 
iFented  iu  He  faid  it  was  not  confiftent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  aflembly  to  go  to  the  king,  and  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  could  not  be  pceferved 
irithin  the  walls  of  a  palace.  As  loon  as  the  king's 
fiibmii&on  to  the  ordo^s  of  the  mob  was  announced, 
Ifirabeau  moved  that  the  afiembly  was  infeparable 
from  the  perfon  of  the  monarch,  and  that  a  depu- 
tatkm  of  one  hmidred  perfons  (hould  accompany  the 
royal  £unily  to  I^uis.  The  lecretary,  in  preparing 
the  lift,  inferred  the  name  of  Mirabeau,  which  Mou-» 
Bier  immediately  eraied.  *'  Why  do  you  take  out 
^  my  name,  Mounier  ?  (faid  Mirabeau) ;  I  infift  on 
*'  bobg  one  of  the  deputation,  that  I  may  appeafe 
^  the  people  in  cafe  of  any  tumult.**  The  pre- 
fident  anfwered;  ^^  Sir,  thofe  who  have  fb  much 
^^  mfluence  on  the  people  as  to  appeafe  them,  may 
**  alfo  be  inftrumental  in  making  them  rebel.*'  Mi- 
rabeau however  iniifted  on  carrying  his  point; 
and  as  his  word  was  that  day  a  law  to  the  a&mbly, 
he  fucceeded  ^  Though  the  grand  obje£b  of  the 
conffMracy,  that  of  dcotroying  or  dedironing  the 
king,  had  failed,  yet  the  transfer  of  the  kine  and 
affembly  to  Paris,  where  the  king  would  be  kept  a 
prifoner,  and  where  Mirabeau,  by  means  of  the 
ctubs,  poffeffed  fo  great  an  influence,  was  a  fubjeft 
of  confiderable  triumph  ;  and  the  final  vidory  of 
tfae  hdion  appeared  to  be  only  retarded.  Mira- 
beau exprefled  his  e;tuItation  on  the  occafion  by 
faying,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  provinces,  that  now 
'^  the  veiTel  of  public  bulinefs  would  proceed  in  its 
"  courfe  more  rapidly  than  ever  '.** 

As  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  from  the  maxN 
ner  in  which  thefe  tranfaftions  are  mentioned,  that 
they  would  become  the  fubjed  of  a  judicial  in vefliga- 
tbn,  Murabeau  propofed  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  prefent 

*  Debates.    Conjuration  de  (!*Or1eant»  vol.  ii.  p.  %66.  et  feq. 
'  Debates.    Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  ^67. 
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difpofition  of  the  aflembiy,  and  obtain  fuch  deiirees 
as  would  prevent  any  inquiry ;  and  inftead  of  ju^ 
ridical.depofitions,  leave  the  ra£b  to  be  recorded  by 
tradition  alone,  zod  foi^otten  when  the  day  was 
paft.     Every  thing  was  arranged,  and  the  time 
fixed  ;  when  Orleans,  from  cowardice,  refufed  to 
appear  in  the  aflembly,  and  the  proje^  was  aban- 
doned*    Mirabeau  was  tranfported  with  rage,  an4 
vented  himfidf  in  angry  expreflions;  he  declared 
the  duke  did  not  deferve  the  pains  which  had  been 
taken  for  him  ;  that  he  was  bafe  as  a  foot-boy ;  and 
added,  that  he  always  carried  a  loaded  piftol  in  his 
bofom,  but  had  not  fufficient  fpirit  to  pull  the  trig- 
ger *>.     His  indignation  was  carried  to  the  highelt 
pitch,  when  he  learned  the  duke's  refolution  to  go 
to  England*     "  He  ufed  imprecations  worthy  of 
*'  Philoftetes ' ;"   and  afterwards  declared,  that  fa 
far  from  defiring  to  elevate  the  duke  to  the  throne, 
he  would  not  choofe  him  for  a  lacquey.  He  made  an 
attempt  to  prevent  the  aiTembly  from  permitting  his 
departure,  and  hinted  at  the  imperious  condud  of 
la  Fayette  on  the  occafion ;  but  without  fuccefs  \ 
Mow^*        Though  highly  difpkafed  with  la  Fayette,  and 
tbaDkt  to    always  perfonally  inimical  to  him,  Mirabeau,  when 
la  Fayette.  ^  jtffembly  began  to  make  Paris  the  place  of  their 
fittings,  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  commandant 
of  the  national  guard,  which  was  carried  with  uni- 
verfal  applaufe  '•     He  oppofed  la  Fayette's  propo- 
fition  of  a  martial  law,  though  without  fuccefs ;  but 
the  arguments  he  ufed  were  highly  gratifying  to  the 
people ". 
Mira-  Mirabeau  had  calculated  rightly  on  the  eflfefts  of 

puiarity  r  ^^  popularity  in  Paris,  he  was  idolized  by  the  mob, 

%  Conjufation  de  d'Orleanif  vol.iLp.  2S9,    Robiibn*t  Proofs  of  a 
Confpiracy,  p.  37S. 

'  Hiftoi  y  of  the  Briflotines  bjr  Camille  Dermonlins,  p.  S. 

•  Debates.     Hiftories.    Conjaration  de  d*Orlean8|  ToUii.  p»  3^, 
t  Debates.     Impartial  Hiftoiy,  vol.  i.  p.  %$%, 

•  Debates*     Conjuration  Jc  d*Oi  leans,  vol.  ii.  p.  340* 
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who  carried  their  complaifance  towafdi  him  to  fuch 
an  ezcefs,  that  he  was  accufed  of  fending  meflengers 
when  he  intended  to  fpeak  to  give  notice  to  the 
people  that  they  might  fill  the  galleries.  He  denied 
the  fad,  but  it  is  hx  from  being  improbable  *.  He 
extended  his  influence  by  a  regular  attendance  at 
the  Jacobin  club,  where  he  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  correfpondence  \  and  he  was  the  founder 
or  promoter  of  various  other  clubs.  He  belonged 
to  the  club  of  1789,  but  feeing  there  was  no  popu- 
larity attached  to  it,  foon  declined  attending  '.  He 
alfo  founded,  with  the  afliftance  of  feme  Swifs  mal- 
contents at  Paris,  a  club,  called  the  friends  of  Swifs 
Uberty,  which  was  in  fome  degree  encouraged  by 
the  aflembly,  and  carried  on  a  correfpondence  with 
the  partifans  of  the  fame  caufe  in  Switzerland  \ 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Mirabeau*s  father  died,  Hit  profu- 
but  as  the  arrangement  of  his  affairs  took  up  a^***"* 
confiderable  time,  Mirabeau  derived  no  immediate 
pecuniary  advantage  from  the  event  ^  Mirabeau, 
however,  was  enabled,  by  the  large  fums  he  received 
from  Orleans,  and  afterwards  from  the  king,  to 
live  in  a  very  fplendid  flyle.  He  bought  a  great  ' 
part  of  his  father*s  library,  which  was  one  of  the 
bell  in  France,  and  almoft  all  the  library  of  the 
celebrated  Buffbn.  He  alfo  purchafed  the  houfe  of 
Fleflelles,  and  had  agents  at  all  the  fales  of  books 
and  rarities  at  this  hotel  de  Bouillon  ^  Mirabeau 
was  the  firft  who  had  propofed  the  eftablilhment  of 
a  dty  militia,  a  project  which  was  difregarded  at  the 
moment,  but  which  was  afterwards  eipbraced,  and 
became   the  foundation  of   the  national  guards 

'  Anecdotes  du  Regne  dt  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  «ii. 
f  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  yol.iii.  0.7. 

*  Expofition  abr6gee  dcs  Frincipes,  «c.  par  Arthur  Di)loft»  p.  34* 
Biftorical  Sketch,  p.  iS;. 

*  Playfait*s  Hiltory  ot  Jacobinifm*  p.  35 1. 
^  Letires  ^  MHUvillon,  p.  473. 

*  Playfair't  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifni|  p.  t^^, 
^Pagb,  vol.i.p.  137. 
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The  command  of  the  battalion  de  la  Grange  Bafte^ 
liire^  the  fedion  where  he  refided,  was  beftowed  on 
him,  and  he  rave  a  fete  to  his  comrades  and  a  part 
of  the  national  guard,  which  coft  about  ten  thoufand 
livres  (437/.  lox.).     When  any  peribns  exprefied 
furprife  at  his  living  fo  expenfively,  they  were 
taught  to  believe   that  he  was  enabled  to  do   it 
by  the  profits  of  his  journal,  which  had  an  immenfe 
fale% 
Hit  defire       The  abfence  of  Orleans,  and  the  impoffibility  of 
Sifter  "**"   taifing  popular  commotions,  which,  in  faft,  were  no 
longer  neceffary  either  to  his  popularity  or  power, 
feem  to  have  allayed  the  ferment  of  Mirabeau's 
mind.    He  began  to  wifh  for  a  more  regular- go« 
vemment,  where  the  executive  branch  might   be 
reftored  to  a  due  (hare  of  authority  by  means  of  a 
minifler  poflefled  of  a  genius  for  finance  and  go- 
vernment, who  might  fupply  the  phce  of  the  feeble 
Necker,  and,  by  his  fuperior  powers,  reftrain  the 
tribe  of  jealous  expedants.     His  remarks  are  curioui 
and  interefting.     **  You  reafon  very  juftly  on  our 
^^  revolution ;  but  it  arifes  among  us,  rather  ^rom 
*^  devolution  than  exaltation^.      The  party  which 
**  was  able  to  have  refifted  was  fo  degenerate,  the 
**  inevitable  effeft  of  a  long  monopoly,  that  they 
«  felt  rather  the  fpite  of  a  child,  or  the  rage  of  a 
**  woman,  than  a  defire  to  operate  a  counter^revOf 
*'  lution.      The  crown  is  more  in  danger  from 
**  want  of  energy  than  from  any  confpiracy.     Uft- 
•^  lefs  an  able  pilot  is  found,  it  is  probable  that  the 
♦*  veffel  will  be  flranded.     If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
force  of  events  compels  the  appointment  of  a 
man  of  parts,  and  infpires  them  with  courage  to 

•  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vu  p.  tjo. 

f  I  am  compelled  to  ufe  this  affe^ied  phrafeology  to  prefenre  t 
miferable  pun.  In  plain  language,  Mirabeau  nfieans  that  the  weik- 
nefs  of  the  court  rather  than  the  enthufiafm  of  the  people  occafioned 
the  revQlutioD.  In  the  next  fentence  he  compleuly  acquits  the  row! 
*amily  of  aiming  at  a  counter-revolution,  and,  ot  courft,  %ns  liii 
owo  condemnauon  u  a  coofpirator  and  calumniator. 
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^  difr^^ard  the  opinions  of  mankind,  and  the 
^  efforts  of  fubaltem  jealoufy,  you  cannot  imagine 
^  how  eafy  it  will  be  to  fet  the  public  veflel  afloat. 
^*  The  refources  of  this  country,  and  the  inconftancv 
^^  of  its  inhabitants,  which  conftitutes  their  greater 
*^  hulty  give  birth  to  fo  many  expedients,  and  fuch 
•*  a  variety  of  means,  that  in  France  we  ought 
"  never  to  prefume  or  to  defpair  *." 

Mirabeau  now  thought  ferioufly  of  eftabliihing  Polirical 
the  government,    and    extending    the    power   of  ****"**^"'* 
France.     He  entertained  the  fame  projects  of  ag- 

Euidizement,   education,  and  government    which 
ve  been  purfued  by  his  fucceflbrs,  but  he  was  not 
prq)ared  to  afcend  to    the  fame  height    of  revo- 
lutionary violence  which  they  attained  at  a  fudden 
fpring.      He  wiflied  to  make  the  finances  of  the 
country  refpeftable  and  flouriihing,  by  appointing 
funds  for  the  regular  payment  of  interefl: ;  they  have 
eafed   themfelves  of  fuch    exertions  by    repeated 
bankruptcies.     He  intended  to  produce  a  change  of 
planners  in  his  countrymen,  by  altering  the  fyftem 
of  education,  and  allowed  fifteen  years  for  the  per- 
fe£tion  of  his   plan  ;  they  fuperfeded  the  neceffity 
of  education  by  the  decapitation  and  banifbment  of 
thofe  who  expreffed  an  opinion  of  their  own,  by 
which  means  the  whole  country  could  be  brought 
to  adopt  any  fyftem  of  religion  or  government  in 
fifteen  days.     Mirabeau  was  defirous  to  extend  the 
influence  of  France  by  increafing  the  profperity  of 
other  countries ;  his  fucceflbrs  inftead  of  influence 
have  acquired  an  enforced   and  fullen  obedience, 
and  inftead  of  infpiring  gratitude  by  an  increafe  of 
profperity  have  excited  univerfal  horror  aiid  latent 
indignation  by  unparalleled  rapacity  and  want  of 
faith.     The  identity  of  fyftem,  however  the  variation 
m  pradice  may  have  disfigured  Mirabeau's  plan, 
and  the  fad  and  time  of  his  making  his  confefllon 

t  Lettitt  IMauvilloD,  p.  487.    See  alfo  p.  498.  for  hii  opinion  of 
Necker. 
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of  faith  on  the  fubjeft  to  MauviUon,  prove  that 
there  did  always  exift  a  confpiracy  againft  all  the 
zeligions  and  government?  of  Europe,  and  that  the 
fame  views  have  been  conftantly  adhered  to,  though 
differences  of  education  and  fyftem  in  the  dema- 
gogues of  France  have  given  a  variety  to  its  opera- 
tion.    The  following  is  an  extraft  from  Mirabeau's 
letter  in  which  he  delineates  his  plan,  but  the  whole 
merits  a  ferious  perufaL     "  Upon  the  whole,  I  am 
*^  more  than  ever  attached  to  my  fyftem,     A  great 
**  empire  can  never  benjuell-govemed  hut  as  a  congrega- 
*'  tion  of/mail  federative  Jiates  J  whofe  federal  knot  is 
**  in  a  reprefentative   ajfembly  prefided    over  and 
*^  watched  by  the  monarch.     Thus  by  force  of  a 
*^  good  conftitutbn  alone  we  might  foon  have  the 
**  Rhine  for  a  boundary^  and^  what  is  more,  an  irte- 
**  Jijiible  influence  over  all  the  governments  of  Eu- 
**  rci>ey  by  the  amelioration  and  extended  profpcrity 
**  of  the  whole  human  fpecies.     But  to  produce 
*'  thefe  advantages  we  muft  have  a  fyftem,  we  muft 
**  not  be  obliged,  in  addition  to  our  general  laws, 
*'  to  make   fpecial  laws,   which   we  do  not    and 
*'  fhould  not  underftand.     A  goverfiment  muji  be  a 
*^  profejfor^  not  a  pupil ;  a  chiefs  not  aflave.     The 
•'  reprefentative  of  the. nation  muft  not, aft   in  a 
*'  manner   contradidory   to   her    interefts.      In  a 
*'  word,  an  expiring  juggler  **,  mutt  not  continue 
*'  his  clumfy  cup-aiid-ball  tricks,  when  there  is  no 
**  longer  any  need  for  hocus-pocus,  or   mounte- 
**  bank's  tables.      Comus  and  Pinetti  muft  not  ex- 
**  peft  to  receive  from  an  academy  of  fciehces,  the 
**  fame  applaufes  they  acquire  at  a  fair '." 
Exertions       To  defcribe  all  Mirabeau's  labours  in  the  confti** 
in  the  af-   ^uent  affembly,  it  would  be  requifite  to  enter  into  a 
^  *     minute  detail  of  every  debate  which  took  place  from 
its  commencement  to  the  laft  day  of  his  life,  fince 
no  debate  occurred  which  was  not  directed  by  bis 

»  Necker. 

i  Lettre  a  Mauvillon  du  31  Janvier  17901  p.  506.  du  RecueU.     . 
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mdgment,  guided  by  his  genius,  or  illuminated  by 
nis  eloquence.  I  (hall  defcribe  the  courfe  of  his 
exertions  on  a  few  fubjefts,  as  they  enable  us  to 
form  a  juft  eftimate  of  his  politics,  without  narrating 
hiftorically  the  circumftances  which  preceded,  or 
the  effefts  which  followed  them.  From  an  early  agiinft 
attachment  to  the  doftrines  of  infidelity,  and  as  an  ^^  ckrgyi 
illuminatusj  Miraheau  was  inimical  to  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  eftablifliment,  and  the  oppofition  made  by  the 
dergy  to  the  ufurpation  of  the  tiers  etat  had  exaf- 
perated  him  to  a  ftill  higher  pitch.  He  had  fre- 
quently been  heard  to  fay,  ^*  If  you  wifti  for  a  revo- 
**  lution,  you  muft  banifli  the  Catholic  religion 
•*  from  France  •".**  He  was  an  advocate  for  the 
abolition  of  tithes,  a  meafure  which  he  fupported 
with  all  his  eloquence  and  influence,  and  finally 
fucceeded  \  The  neceflity  and  rapacious  difpofition 
of  the  aflembly  could  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  tithes 
alone,  but  required  that  the  whole  wealth  of  the 
clerey  fhould  be  at  their  difpofal.  The  lay  members 
of  the  aflembly,  apprehenfive  of  cenfure  from  the 
invidious  appearance  fuch  a  motion  would  aflume 
if  It  proceeded  from  them,  availed  themfelves  of  the 
profligacy  of  a  member  of  the  clerical  body  to 
obtain  their  objeft.  Talleyrand  Perigord,  bifliop  of 
Autun,  was  prevailed  on  by  Mirabeau  to  propofc 
the  meafure,  which  was  fupported  by  all  the  zeal, 
eloquence,  and  intrigue  of  the  party.  The  refift- 
ance  was  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
objcft,  and  the  popular  party,  not  feeling  fufiidently 
Ibong  to  infure  a  majority,  more  than  once  ad- 
journed the  debate.  The  mob  ftrenuoufly  aflifted 
the  enemies  of  the  clergy.  Placards  were  parted  up, 
containing  lifts  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion,  and  oflFering  rewards  of  twelve  hundred  livres 
(52/.  10/.)  to  any  patriot  who  would  kill  them.  On 

*  Btrruel't  Hiftoryof  the  Clergy,  part  I.  p» ». 

^  Sec  Imptitial  Hiftory^  voLu  p.  193.    Hiftorical  SkeUb,  p.  sii. 
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the  day  when  the  queftion  was  finally  decided,  a 
mob,  armed  with  pikes,  afTembled  in  the  arenues 
to  the  place  of  fitting,  and  threatened  to  put  all  the 
bifliops  and  priefts  to  death,  if  the  motion  was  loft  % 
Several  members  produced  letters  in  which  they 
were  threatened  with  fleftruftion  if  they  perfevered 
in  oppofing  the  meafure;  but  Mirabeau  filenced 
them  by  producing  letters  of  fimilar  import,  which, 
he  pretended,  had  been  written  to  him  by  the  other 
party  ■•  This  meafure  was  followed  by  the  fup? 
preflion  of  all  monadic  eftablifhments,  and  the  grant 
pf  nominal  penfions  to  the  clergy,  while  their  lands 
were  afliKned  to  the  creditors  of  the  ftate,  and 
^gnats  iflued  on  them,  as  a  new  kind  of  paper 
money.  Mirabeau  was  one  of  the  ftrongeft  adr 
vocates  of  thefe  violent  proceedings  in  oppofition 
to  his  own  fentiments,  exprefled  in  his  pamphlet 
againft  the  emperor,  called  Dotaes  fur  la  Liberie 
de  FEfcaut^  where,  among  many  fimilar  parages, 
he  fays  exprefsly,  ^  Defpife  the  monks  as  much 
^  as  you  pleafe,  but  do  not  rob  them,  for  it  is  unr 
^  lawful  to  rob  either  the  moft  determined  ^theift 
•  or  the  moft  credulous  Capuchin  **.*  Yet,  with 
all  this  violence,  Mirabeau  had  occafion  to  fliew  his 
moderation  at  the  expence  of  others.  He  faid  one 
day  at  the  Jacobin  club,  while  defcanting  on  the  in- 
veteracy difplayed  againft  the  priefts  :  "  For  God's 
**  lake,  gentlemen,  let  us  not  torment  their  con- 
*'  fciences.  We  have  got  their  property,  and  what 
for  the  ^  fignifies  any  thing  elfe  ^  V*  Mirabeau,  as  a  mem- 
^^*'*  ber  of  the  club  of  Amis  des  Noirsj  was  anxious  to 
aboIUh  flavery^  and  make  the  coloured  inhabitants 
of  the  colonies  in  every  refpeft  equal  with  the 
whites  ;  a  meafure  fupremely  impolitic,  in  which  he 
failed  % 

■>  BarruePs  Hiftory  of  the  Clergy,  part  J,  p.  %%. 

<  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  %%*,  •  Idem^  p.  173. 

P  Lettre  d*un  Fran9oi8,  p.  45.  n. 

4  See  Imptrtial  Hiltory,  vol.  u  p*  319. 
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Thefe  meafures,  and  the  arrangement  of  fome     xyyo, 
articles  of  the  conftitution,  took  up  the  attention  of  the  ^'*  ^*^ 
affemblyduring  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Mirabeau's  *""* 
popularity  continued  to  increafe,  and  he  augmented 
bis  infolence  in  proportion.    Wis  appearance  and 
manners  were  fuch,  that  an  author  in  defcribing 
him  fays,    **  When  filent  he  refembled  a  favagc 
"  bear,  when  he  fpoke,  a  foaming  lion  \"     He  felt    ^ 
no  fear  of  the  perfons  to  whom  he  was  oppofed, 
knowing  them  to  be  attached  to  order,  morals,  and 
the  laws.     "  You  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
**  the  ariftocrats,"  was  his  expreflion  to  his  ad- 
herents,  **  they  ndther  pillage,  bum,  or  aflafGn^ 
*'  ate*."     Towards  his  opponents  he  behaved  with 
the  utmoil  ferocity,  threatening  them  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  mob  on  every  occafion  \     Yet  Mira-  '"** 
beau  was   cowardly  to  the  greateft'  degree.     His  ^^       ^ 
prefence  of  mind  never  forfook  him  in  debate,  but 
in  adion,  or  when  threatened,  he  exhibited  none  of 
that  inflanmiability  which  diflinguiihed  him  on  other 
occafions ;  his  courage  bore  an  inverfe  proportion 
to  his  infolence  \     He  received  two  or  three  chal- 
lenges, which  he  always  declined,  with  frefh  info- 
lence or  unmanly  pleafantry.     "  I  will  write  to  my 
"  conftituents,*'  he  faid,  '*  to  know  if  they  deputed 
**  me  to  ftake  my  life  at  fword  and  piftol ;  if  fo,  I 
*^  ihall  requeft  them  to  nominate  Saint  George,  or 
"  fome  equally  fldlful  combatant,    as    my  fuper- 
^  numerary  5^.** 

As  Necker's  influence  declined,  fome  friends  of  Hit  excr- 
the  king  renewed  a  negotiation  with  Mirabeau  for  ^^^*^^ 

*  Apologie  det  Projett»  &c.  p.  198. 

*  Bcnrand't  Memoirt,  vol.  i.  p.  305.  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de 
Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  169. 

t  See  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  300.  Conjuration  de  d*0rleans»  vol.  ii. 
p.  104. 

*  Apologie  dcs  ProjeUi  &c.  p.  19*, 

f  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  sso.  For  inftancet 
•f  Minbeaa*s  taintoefs  in  foboiftting  to  infults^  fee  the  fame  volniiiey 
?•  H3*  >93*  S9>« 
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his   afliftancc,    which    finally    fucceeded.     It    was 
cither   in  confequence  of  this   negotiation,  or   of 
Mirabeau's  wi(h  that  it  fhould  take  place,  that  many 
motions  made  by  him  appeared  to  favour  the  royal 
caufe.     He   feems  to  have  had   fome  profped  of 
being  minifter,  when  he  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of 
the    abfurd   felf-denying   decree,   by   moving  that 
minifters   fhould  have  a  confultative  voice  in  the 
afiembly.     This  propofition  was  fo  ill  received,  that 
inftead   of    producing  the  defired    efFeft,    it    only 
caufed  the  exclufion  to  be  more  ftrongly  enforced  *. 
In  the  queftion  refpefUng  the  power  of  declaring 
war  and  making  peace,  Mirabeau  (h^wed  his  difpo- 
fition  to  favour  the  court  ftill  more  openly,  for  he 
maintained  the  unpopular  though  rational  doftrine, 
that    thefe    powers   ought    to    be  veiled    in    the 
jwloufyof  king.     This  produced  an  immediate  effeft  on  the 
lue^^^'   mob ;    it  was  rumoured  that  he  was   fold  to  the 
court.     The  hawkers   cried  about   the  ftreets  the 
grand  treachery  of  count  Mirabeau ;  and  Marat,  who 
had  long  been  his  enemy,  printed  the  opinion  that 
he  ought  to  be  broiled  on  a  gridiron,  as  the  greateft 
aid  May.  traitor  in  the  aflembly.     Mirabeau  was  now  obliged 
to  retraft  a  part  of  his  opinion,  and  compromife 
with  the  more  moderate  of  his  opponents  to  form  a 
decree  that  war  fhould  be  declared  on  the  part  of 
the  king,  in  the  name  of  the  nation.     Even  this  was 
not  fufficient  to  gratify  the  populace.     Barnave  and 
Lameth,  who  had    oppofed  him,    were  carried  in 
triumph  on  coming  out  of  the  affembly.     '*  I  too,'* 
laid  Mirabeau,   "  had  it  in  my  power  but  two  days 
**  ago  to  have  been  carried  in  triumph,  but  I  was 
**  not  then  to  learn  that  it  is  but  one  flep  from  the 
*'  capiiol  to  the  Tarpeian  rock*.'* 

s  Debates.     Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  aS^ 
«  Debate!^    HiAoricAl  Sketch,    p.  »77,     Pagif«   vol.  i.  p«  $45« 
f  lajfair'a  Hiftory  of  Jacobioiraii  4>«  t95« 
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Although  Mirabeau  aiTumed  in  public  the  fetn- 
blance  of  ftoical  indifference,  he  felt  the  infult  he 
had  received  with  confiderable  fenfibility.     He  fays, 
"  I  have  attended  clofidy  to  bufinefs  in  the  affem- 
**  bly,  and  even  powerfully  maintained  the  barrier, 
**  as  you  will  have  read  in  the  public  papers.     We 
"  have  here  a  multitude  of  perfons  whofe  only  aim 
"  is  confiifion.     Their  audacious  turbulence  awes 
"  the  timid,  alarms  the  prudent,  hurries  away  the 
"  impetuous,  and  rallies  the  factious,     k  was  ne- 
"  ceflary  to  form,  to  guide,  to  render  vidorious  a 
"  truly  monarchical   party,    which   was   not  eafy 
"  in  a  nation  fo  fickle,  which  does   nothing   but 
**  by  the  impulfe  of  the  moment,  or  at  the  dic- 
"  tates  of  fefhion.     Now  the  fafhion  of  this  day 
"  is  licentioufnefs  and  anarchy  **.*'     The  prevalence 
of  this  difpofition  was  fuch  that  he  was  led  to  appre* 
hend  it  would  terminate  in  a  civil  war.     In  a  fub- 
fequent  letter  he  fays,    **  You   muft  fuppofe,  my  ^.ih  Aug, 
*^  dear  friend,  that  my  career  becomes  daily  more 
"  perilous.      In  the  firft  place,  I  never  had  any 
"  faith  in  the  poffibility  of  effefKng  a  great  revo- 
"  lution  without  bloodflied;  and  I  no  longer  en- 
*'  tertain  a  hope  but  that  the  interna)  fermentation, 
"  combined  with  intrigues,  will   occafion  a  civil 
**  war';  I  am  not  clear  that  fuch  an  event  is  not  a 
"  neceffary  evil.^'     It  is  probable,  that  at  the  time 
he  wrote  this  his  treaty  with  the  king  met  with 
fome  obftacles,  as  in  another  part  of  the  letter  he 
feys,  '*  The  miniftry,  equally  treacherous  and  bafe, 
"  cannot,  even  for  their  own  fafety,  forgive  me  for 
"  havmg   rendered  fome   fervices   to   the  nation. 
"  The  throne  has  neither  conception,  judgment, 
"  or  free-will.     The  people,  ignorant  and  anarchi- 
"  cal,  float  at    the  difcretion    of   every  political 
"  juggler,  and  of  their  own  illufions  ^'* 

^  Lettret  a  Mauvillon,  p.  510. 
•  Idem,  p.  517.  518. 
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Inculpated      It  IS  poffible  that  fome  pordon  of  jealoufy  felt  by 
^Chate-   the  mimftry  might  aiife  from  the  return  of  Orleans, 
and  a  fufpicion  that  the  connexion  between  him 
and  Mirabeau  would  be  renewed.      This   might 
originate  from  their  being  jointly  implicated  in  the 
charge  of  confpiracy  on  the  fifth  of  Oftober,  and 
the  prefumption  that  they  muft  unite  in  their  de- 
7th  Aug.   fence.     Of  this,  however,  there  is  no  appearance. 
When  Boucher  d'Argis  nMide  his  report  to  the 
afiembly,  Mirabeau  was  in  the  frame  of  mind  which 
induced  him  to  write  the  letter  mentioned  above^ 
)oth  Sept.  Before  the  Chatelet  had  delivered  in  their  accufa* 
tion,  Necker  had  retired,  and  as  no  impediment 
remained,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Mirabeau  had 
made  his  bargain  with  the  court,  and  was  confc 
quently  under  no  apprehenfions  of  the  event  of  this 
Acquitted  proceeding.     To  this  muft  be  attributed  the  pheno- 
by  the  af.  meuou  of  Mauri's  undertaking  his  defence,  and  the 
*"*  ^*     flight  oppofition  made  to  the  vote  of  exculpation 
wmch  could  not  apply  to  Mirabeau  without  extend-^ 
ing  to  Orleans  alfo  "*.     Mirabeau's  guilt  is  ftrongly 
apparent  in  the  depofitions  in  the  Chatelet  as  pul> 
li(hed,  but  that  part  can  afford  only  very  imperfied 
information,  as  the  more  important  e^minationd 
were  not  committed  to  the  prefs.    It  is  ikid  they  are 
preferved,  and  will  at  fome  friture  time  2q>pear ''. 
Bribed  by       Mirabcau  had  now  entirely  diflblved  his  connexion 
the  court,  ^jjj  Orleans,  though  he  found  it  neceflary  to  main- 
tain an  appearance  of  cordiality  with  him,  and  even 
to  attach  himfelf  to  the  Lameths,  and  fome  other 
leaders  of  the  Jacobins,  in  order  to  counterbalance 
the  influence  of  la  Fayette,  of  whofe  duplicity  and 
ambition  he  was  juftly  apprdhenfive  ^.     Senfible  of 
the  diforganizing  power  which  Orleans,  by  dint  of 

<  Debates.  Hi(lorie«.  Conjuradoii  de  d^Orleant,  vol.  iii«  p.  Sr; 
ct  feq.  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.vi.  p.  443.  See 
Orleans. 

•  Robilon^s  Proofs  of  a  Cofifpiracy,  p.  39s.  n* 

'  Bouill6's  MemoirS)  p.  154. 

corruption^ 
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corruption,  had  acquired  in  die  anny,  AfCrabeau 
propofed  the  bold  but  lalutary  meafure  of  difbanding 
the  whole  military  body,  and  re-eftabliihing  it  on 
conftiturional  principles.  This  plan  would  not  have 
been  difagreeable  to  la  Fayette^  but  when  it  was 
propofed  in  the  affembly,  moft  of  the  members  were 
terrified  at  its  audacity,  and  it  was  rejefted  by  all 
parties*.  The  price  Mirabeau  received  from  the 
crown  for  his  fervices  was  fix  hundred  thoufand 
livres  (26,250/.)  in  prompt  payment,  and  an  allow- 
ance of  fifty  thoufand  livres  (2187/.)  a-month*". 
The  king  had  much  repugnance  to  overcome  before 
he  could  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in  Mirabeau,  or 
rcfolve  to  rely  on  a  man  of  his  charafter ',  but  the 
marquis  de  Bouille  ;  to  whom  Mirabeau's  junflion 
tmh  the  court  was  communicated,  was  immediately 
fenfible  of  its  beneficial  tendency.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  genius,  talents,  and  firmnefs  of  Mira- 
beau were  equal  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  emergency ; 
and  that  if  any  man  could  fave  the  king  and 
monarchy  it  was  he"".  The  following  Cbmparifon  Compared 
between  the  charafters  of  Mirabeau  and  la  Fayette  ^**  ^* 
Is  fo  fagacibus  and  juft,  that  I  give  it  in  M.  de  ^*y^'** 
Boirill€'s  own  words:  "  It  will  appear  aftonifhing, 
"  without  doubt,  that  I  fliould  aft  with  fo  much 
"  confidence  towards  Mirabeau,  when  my  conduft 
"  towards  la  Fayette  was  marked  with  fuch  diftruft. 
"  The  reafon  is  obvious ;  avarice  and  ambition  were 
"  the  reigning  paffions  of  the  former,  and  thefe 
^  the  king  could  amply  gratify  when  re-feated  on 
•*  his  throne :  now  I  very  well  knew  that  Mirabeau 
•*  polTeffed  too  much  difcernment  not  to  perceive 
•*  that  the  gratitude  and  favours  of  a  prince,  whom 
"  he  ihouW  have  contributed  to  reftore  to  his 
"  power  and  authority,  were  much  to  be  preferred 
"  to  popular  favour,  and  the  temporary  fituation  oi 

t  Bouilirs  Memoirs,  p.  174*     Moore's  View,  vol.  ii,  p.  170. 
b  Rouill^*s  Memoirsi  p.  277*  ^  Idem,  p.  275. 

^  Idem,  p.  S77. 
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*^  leader  of  a  party-  La  Fayette,  on  the  contrarf^ 
^^  was  an  enthufiau,  and  intoxicated  with  felf-love ; 
^^  whofe  price  could  neither  be  known  or  reached ; 
<<  a  defcription  of  men  at  all  times  dangerous,  but 
*'  particularly  fo  during  a  revolution  ^" 
M»ra.  The  plan  which  Mirabeau  propofed  to  adopt  for 

•*■"*•       reftoring  the  king  to  liberty  and  political  import- 
^  ^  *        ance,  and  the  means  and  refources  he  pofleifed  for 
putting  it  in  execution,  are  thus  faithfully  difplayed 
by  the  fame  candid  and  judicious  author : — ^^  The 
**  intention  of  Mirabeau  was  to  procure  the  diffo* 
^*  lution  of  the  aflfembly  and  the  liberty  of  the  king, 
**  by  the  force  and  will  of  the  nation  itfelf ;  efta- 
*'  blifliing  this  principle,  that  the  reprefentatives  of 
"  the  people  at  this  aflembly  were  not  pofleffed  of 
**  the  powers  neceflary  to  make  a  change  in  the  an- 
**  cient  conftitution,  luch  a  meafure  being  contrary 
**  to  the  inftrudions  given  by  all  the  provinces  to 
•*  the  deputies  fent  by  them  to  the  ftates-general, 
^^  which  inftruftions  had  neither  hten  altered  nor 
^^  revoked ;  and  that  the  king,  being  deprived  of 
^^  his  perfonal  liberty,  could  not  inveft  with  bis 
^^  authority  the  new  laws  that  had  been  ena&ed. 
**  The  vahdity  of  this  objeftion  being  admitted,  he 
*'  then  intended  to  procure  addreffes  from  the  dif- 
'*  ferent  departments,  praying  that  the  prefent  af- 
**  fembly  might  be  diflblved  ;  a  new  one  convokedj^ 
*'  with  the  powers  requifite  for  making  fuch  alter- 
**  ations  in  the  conftitution  as  fliould  appear  necef- 
*^  fary  ;  and  that  the  king  fhould  be  reftored  to  his 
**  liberty,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  reafonable  au- 
**  thority.     Thefe  addreffes  were  to  be  fupported 
*'  by  the  people  of  Paris,  whom  Mirabeau  feemed 
*'  to  think  at  his  difpofal,  when  he  fhould  have  re- 
**  moved  fome  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Jacobin 
^*  faftion,  whom  he  had  alr^y  denounced  to  the 
"  affembly.    Mirabeau  reckoned  fix-and-thirty  dc- 

*  Bouille*!  Meinoirt»  p.sSi. 
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^^  pstftmeats  v^hofe  co'ddufl  he  could  dired,  and  I 
^*  myfelf  cpuld  depend  upon- fix  5  befides,  as  I  have 
^* '  already,  (^ferved,  there  was  hardly  a  department 
"in  the  kingdom  which  was  not  well  affefted  to 
**  the  royal  caufe,     Mirabeau  was  further  to  deliver 
**  to  me  the  king  and  royal  family  either  at  Com- 
"  peigne  or  at  Fontainbleau,  where  I  fliould  have 
";furrounded.  them  with  my  bed  troops  "".*'      In 
this  whole  plan  there  was   no  violence  meditated 
either   againft  the  aflembly  or   individuals  ;    the 
people  were  to  be  reforted  to  that  they  might  re- 
medy the  evils  which  an  ufurping  body  had  com- 
mitted in  their  name.     Nor  could  it  with  propriety 
be  termed  a  counter-revolution,  but  merely  a  cor- 
redive  meafure,  tending  to  reftrain  the  vices  and 
defefts  which  had  originated  in  rafhnefs,  violence, 
and  ignorance.     A  new  aflembly,  duly  elefted  and 
authorized  for  the  purpofe,   could  have  framed  a 
xonftitution  with  greater  probability  of  fuccefs  than 
that  which  already  exifted.     Obtaining  their  autho- 
rity without  a  ftruggle,  they  would  have  proceeded 
to  bufmefs  without  rancour,  and  inftead  of  deftroy- 
iog  every  thing  without  referve,  they  would  have 
endeavoured  to  combine  exifting  laws  and  eftablifh^ 
ments  with  fuch  reforms  as  the  difpofition  of  the 
people  and  the  necefEty  of  the  times  fuggefted. 
Enlightened  by  the  experience  of  their  predeceffors, 
they  would  have  avoided  their  faults ;  while  from  a 
contemplation  of  the  danger  into  which  the  king- 
dom had  been  plunged  by  precipitation,  jealoufy, 
and  party-fpirit,  they  would  have  learned  modera* 
don,  forbearance,  and  mu^al  confidence.    Thug 
the  firft  national  adOfembly  would  not  have  exifted  in 
vain,  and  the  few  principled  members  of  it  who  fur* 
vjTe  the  wreck  of  the  times  would  not  be  under  the 
aecefSty  of  lamenting  that  they  have  been  uninten- 
tionally acceifary  to  the  deftruftion  of  their  fovc- 

•  Bouil]i*i  Momoirt«  p.  a7t* 
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re^  the  ezdrpatbii  of  rel^ion,  the  enflavfaig  .of 
their  country,  and  the  conflamtion  of  Europe. 
Hit  exer-       Mhabeau  applied  the  whole  force  of  hk  gemoi 
and  all  the  energy  of  his  inde&tigable  mind  to  gire 
effed  to  this  new  plan,  in  the  refub  of  which  he  ex* 
pe&ed  to  be  prime  minifter.    He  ufed  all  his  dhxtt 
to  difunite  the  prevailing  hSdonBj  and  make  dieoi 
jealous  of  and  odious  to  each  other.    He  had  at- 
tached to  himfelf  the  Lameths,  Bamave  his  fermer 
rival  in  eloquence,  and  Duport  *•    There  is  reafisa 
to  fuppofe  that  Mirabeau  aifo  made  fisme  attempts 
to  conciliate  la  Fayette ;    this  m^ht  be  dilated 
either  by  hope  or  fear ;  there  was  reafen  to  appre- 
hend that  the  general  had  by  Ibme  means  obtamed 
a  knowledge  of  the  projed,  and  had,  at  his  own  de- 
fire,  had  a  conference  of  thiee  hours  with  Mirabeau, 
at  the  houfe  of  Emery,  deputy  for  Metz,  who  was  a 
confidant  of  la  Fayette  ^    From  the  uni<Hi  of  two 
fuch  men,  had  it  oeen  poffible,  the  gres^eft  adva&* 
tafi;es  might  have  been  derived ;  but  la  Fsnrette,  li* 
mited  in  his  talents  though  unbounded  in  his  aml»- 
tion  and  vanity,  could  not  have  borne  the  near  ap- 
proach of  a  mmd  fo  much  his  fuperior,  or  have  con- 
fented  to  embrace  fo  grand  a  plan,  from  the  execu* 
tion  of  which  hypocnfy,  petty  intrigue,  and  trivial 
manoeuvre  muft  nave  been  baniflied*   To  ftrengtheit 
his  own  party  was  among  SiCnd>eau'8  greateft  efforts. 
He  was  defij-ous  of  forming  a  connexion  with  per* 
fons  of  talents,  and  of  employing  them  in  fudi  a 
manner  as  to  give  effe£t  and  vigour  to  a  new  fyftem 
and  a  new  admmiftration.    Among  odiers  fo  appUed 
to  was  Dumouriez,  who  undertook  the  embadBTy  to 
Fniflil,  and  feems  to  have  entered  cordially  mto 
Mirabeau's  interefts.    Mirabeau  alfo  made  due  pre- 
parations to  fecure  the  approbation  of  foreign  courts, 
and  proper  advances  to  nunifters :  even  count  Herti- 


*  Apol«gie  des  Pr^f,  Sic.  p.  if  }• 

•  .BottilU'f  MoDoirtt  p.  sSi«  197* 
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fttfjy  the  Phiffian  minider,  though  Mirabeau  hated 
him,   was    complimented  with   numerous  confult- 

Daring  thefe  tranfaflSons,  Mrabeau  was  not  in-  in  tiie 
allcHtivc  to  his  duties  in  the  affembly,  where  the  de-  ^^^^^r* 
bates  generally  turned  on  Tome  articles  o(  the  coii- 
ftitatioR,  in  which  he  interefted  himfelf  in  propor- 
lioa  to  their  magnitude,  but  avoided  a  mode  of 
conduft  fo  dedfive  as  to  alarm  the  one,  or  injure 
die  other  party.  He  was  elefted  OM  of  the  admi* 
ittftra(t>rs  of  the  department  of  Paris,  which  gave 
him  a  right  to  command  the  ihunicipality,  and  drew 
up  a  prodamation,  in  which  he  ftrongly  recommended 
obedience  to  the  law,  and  fubmiffion  to  authority  "*• 
He  was  elevated  to  the  prefident*s  chair,  which  he  •9*Jw* 
filled  wkh  dignity  and  moderation.  He  diftinguilhed  loth  Ftb. 
hispreiidency  by  the  anfwer  he  gave  to  a  deputation 
of  queers,  who  required  permiffion  to  abftain  from 
isilitary  duty,  as  it  was  repugnant  to  their  religious 
tenets.  Mirabeati's  anfwer  is  one  of  thofe  fpecimenf 
of  fabtiity  which  rarely  occur :  it  rcfufes  the  requcft 
of  the  petitioners,  without  leaving  diem  reafon  to 
complaiii,  ot  the  power  of  renewing  thdr  fuppli- 
cadoti ;  and  invalidates  the  reafoning  of  the  peti- 
dofl,  without  throwing  difgrace  or  blame  on  the 
peddoners  '.  The  laft  words  pronounced  by  ^Cra- 
beau  in  the  tribune  were  thefe :— **  I  will  oppofe  . 
^  the  fiidious ;  I  will  combat  them,  of  whatever 
•*  party  or  on  whatever  fide  they  may  be  •.'* 

Gonverfing  with  Dumouriez  on  affairs  of  the  HitAiddMi 
utmoft'  importsoice,  the  charafter  of  count  Hertz-  *'***^* 
berg  became  the  fubjed  of  difcuffion.    ^  This  old 

P  Lt&  of  D<i«iotHtt»  ir^].  IW  p.  1 1 5«  Among  MiiiAM«a*s  motlvtf 
CprdiflUuiigcottatHiBrtstyerg,  oiiy  b»  reckoned  the  pride  of  auchor- 
Aip,  Tlie  count  had  produced  a  criticifm  on  the  Htiloire  de  la 
Monardiie  PnifllienM  which  highly  offended  Mirabeau.  SecLtttrea 
a  MattviUon«  p.  450.  515. 

t  Htftorieal  Skeieh,  p.  ^»), 

'  Debates*    Talooa*s  Chronology. 

•  Anecddta  4^  Regoe  de  Louie  XVf •  f ol.  vi.  p.  ayt. 
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^<  fox  (faid  Mirabeau)  is  furrounded  bfa  chftpkt 
^^  of  obftrudions,  and  attacked  at  the  fame  time  by 
"  at  leaft  five  or  fix  maladies,  all  of  which  are  mor- 
^^  tal;  and  yet  he  is  continually  broaching  new 
*'  projeAs,  as  if  he  were  to  live  a  hundred  years } 
/^  while  in  fad  one  of  the  fatal  filters  has  her  fciffiirs 
"  ready  to  cut  the  thread  that  holds  fufpended  over 

id  ApriL  «<  his  head  the  fword  of  Damocles.*'  In  four  days 
Mirabeau  himfelf  was  no  more ' ! 

30th  Mar. .  When  hi?  iUtiefs  was  announced, .  all  Paris  was  in 
conftemation  and  alarm :  his  door  was  crowded 
with  inquirers,  and  the  king  himfelf  fent  for  in- 
formation of  the  ftate  of  his  health.  He  fuffered  the 
acut^d  paiu^  without  betraying  any  unmanly  fymp^ 
toms  of  alarm  or  anguifli.  He  converfed  with  hb 
friends,  and  ,  delivered  to  Talleyrand  Perigord  a 
fpeech  which  he  had  compofed  on  the  law  then  agi- 
tated in  the  afiembly  refpeding  teftamentary  devifes. 
^^  It  will  be  a  remarkable  curcMmftance  (he  laid) 
^^  that  the  man  who  offers  them  this,  his  laft  tri- 
^^  bute,  prepared  it  immediately  after  making  his 
"  own  will  ".**  He  appeared  to^  feel  fome  regret  at 
quitting  life,  juft  when  he  was  about  to  have  com- 
menced an  ufeful  and  truly  glorious  career;  and 
he  predided,  that  with  him  the  French  monarchy 
would  expire '. 

|^^*PP^^«^       The  fuppofed  caufe  of  Mirabeau's  death  was  i 

Zne^r^'  gathering  occafioned  by  the  ftoppage  of  an  iffue: 
his  heart  was  dried  up,  and  a  mortification  had 
taken  place  iii  his  inteftines. .  Such  was  the  proces 
verbal  publijhcd  by  the  furgeons  who  opened  him  ^ 
The  p^ple  of  Paris  fufpefted  that  the  days  of  their 
favourite  had  been  (hortened  by  poifon.  ^11  au- 
thors who  have  written  on  Mirabeau's  death  have 
mentioned  this  fuppofition  with  d|flferent  degrees  of 

*  Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol.ii.  p.  119. 

«  Anecdotes  du  Kegne  dc  Louis  XVI.  voLvi.  p.  %f%. 

*  Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  470. 

y  Anecdotes  du  Regne  dc  Louu  XVI.  ▼oh  vi.  p««7)* 
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acquiefcencc  or  diibelief.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Ac 
fiift,  fo  far  as  it  can  be  decided  by  probability,  ap.' 
pears  almoft  cfertain.  The  critical  period  at  which 
Mirabeau  was  carried  off;  the  laft  words  he  uttered 
in  the  tribune,  fo  well  calculated  to  ftrike  terror 
and  infufe  defperate  refolutions  in  the  party  he  had 
rdinquiflied,  naturally  gave  birth  to  fufpicion  :  the 
extent  of  the  projeft  in  which  he  was  embarked  im- 
plied a  neceflity  for  a  diffufe  confidence,  and  Or- 
leans, who  had  his  fpies  and  agents  every  wherfe, 
could  not  foil  of  obtaining  information,  if  not  of  the 
whole  circumftances,  at  leaft  of  the  leading  features 
of  a  plan  which  threatened  entire  deftruftion  to  all' 
thofe  fchemes  of  ambition  and  revenge,  in  purfuit 
of  which  he  had  ruined  his  fortune,  and  ekpofed 
himfelf  to  every  danger.  No  man  was  fo  likely  as 
Orleans  to  eflFeft  the  death  of  a  dangerous  opponent 
by  violence  of  any  kind,  but  in  the  prefent  cafe  poi- 
fon  was  the  moft  eafy  and  effeftual  method,  I  im 
not  qualified  to  difcufs  chirurgically  or  medically 
the  probability  of  the  caufe  which  was  fuppofed  to 
have  occafioned  Mirabeau's  death  operating  by  fuch 
means  as  an  acute  excruciating  agony,  terminating 
sa  illnefs  of  three  days  by  paralytical  affedions,  and 
an  mcapacity  to  fpeak,  though  the  power  of  writing 
remained  till  almofl:  his  Isift  moment '.  The  fufpi* 
cions  of  the  people  were  appeafed  by  th6  report  of 
tfie  furgeons  who  opened  the  body;  but  the  reports 
of  furgeons  are  not  always  true,  and  the  circum* 
ftances  on  this  occafion  afforded  juft  ground  for 
continued  fufpicion.  Sixty  furgeons  were  chofen 
from  the  different  fefUons  of  Paris  to  attend  on  the 
occafion;  few  of  them,  as  they  afterwards  con- 
feffed,  approached  the  body  fo  as  to  examine  it  mi- 
nutely ;  and  there  was  a  mob  of  above  one  hun« 
dred  thoufand  perfons  collefted,  vowing  vengeance 
f  it  (hould  be  difcovered  that  Mirabeau's  days  had 

*  Anecdotes  du  Rfgne  dcLouii  XVI.  vcl.  vi.  p.ft7s. 
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bftsa  abii<%ed  by  treachery.  Uncertain  agiinft 
whom  the  popular  violence  might  be  directed,  it  is 
not  wonderful  if  thefe  furgeons  made  a  report^ontrary 
to  their  conviction,  and  fupprefled  fymptomg  which 
might  have  led  to  doubts,  if  not  certainties  of  the 
h&\  But  even  fuppofmg  the  fureeons  to  have 
declared  faithfully  the  refult  of  their  experiment, 
it  feems  that  difledion  does  not  always  aflbrd  ded- 
five  proof  on  the  fubje£t ,  and  fufpidon,  fbpagly 
founded  on  the  politicd  crifis  at  which  be  died,  is 
left  to  point  out  as  her  objeds  thofe  whofe  coi^ 
quence  would  be  diminiihed,  and  wfaofe  fchemes 
would  be  thwarted  by  his  newly-adopted  politics  ^ 
His  death,  however,  was  the  greateft  political  mif- 
fortime  that  could  have  occurred  to  France*  The 
aflembly  immediately  loft  its  fmall  fliare  of  refpeft* 
ability,  the  proceedings  of  the  clubs  afiumed  ?o 
unexampled  audacity,  and  a  multitude  of  crawling 
reptiles  became  confpicuous  and  noxious,  whoa 
the  blaze  of  Mirabeau's  genius  would  at  pleafuio 
have  driven  back  to  the  caves  of  ignoa^my  and  ob- 
fcurity. 
Funeral  "When  Miiabeau's  death  was  publicly  knowSi 
humSSi'  a  general  regret  was  teftified  by  all  tanks  of 
bonourt.  people.  The  theatres  were  (hut,  the  fleets  lowered 
their  top&ils,  and  everv  thing  wore  the  aiq)earaacs 
of  pjublic  calamity*  M,  Comps,  his  lecretary,  was 
fo  affefbed  that  he  attempted  to  ftab  himfelf  with  a 
penknife,  but  was  faved.  llie  news  occaiioned  in 
the  national  alTembly  a  general  exclamation  of  grief. 
Jt  was  immediately  decreed,  that  the  members  Ihould 
go  into  mourning  ;  the  members  of  the  department, 
^nd  of  the  municipality  of  Paris,  followed  their 
sample  i  and  it  fpread  all  over  France.  In  a  few 
hours  after  his  death,  the  people  changed  the  name 
of  the  ftreet  where  he  had  rehded,  from  Rue  (k  U 


»  P]ayfair*t  Hiftory  of  Jjcobinifm,  p.  «96«  n. 
^  Imp^irtia)  Uiftbry,  rolJ.  p.4oo. 
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Ebmfii  (PAntlny  to  Rt^  deMirabeaa.  Aftir  mtldti 
deliberatkniy  and  propofals  %o  bury  him  at  Saint 
JhaoB  m  company  mxh  the  kings  of  France^  and  in 
die  Cbofi^  de  Mars  imder  the  national  altar,  it  was 
decreed  that  the  church  of  9aint  Generieve  fliould 
be  a  recq>tacle  for  the  remains  of  illuftrious  men^ 
Tad  that  Mirabeau  fliould  firft  have  the  honout  of 
being  placed  there.  It  was  decreed  that  the  whole 
national  aflembly  fliould  attend  his  funeral.  The 
rednue  extended  to  the  length  of  a  league,  though 
die  national  guard  formed  a  front  of  fixteen  deep. 
All  die  civil  md  milhary  bodies  attended,  as  did  the 
tang's  mimfters«  His  coffin,  mftead  of  a  marquis's 
coronet,  which  his  rank  would  have  required  before 
die  aboUdon  of  nobility,  was  adorned  with  a  civic 
crown  decreed  by  the  country.  No  found  was 
heard,  &£ifc  muffled  drums,  melancholy  martial  mu* 
fie,  and  occafional  difcharges  of  ardllery.  His 
fonoal  oration,  a  fplenifid  compofition,  was  deli- 
vered by  CeruttL  The  buft  of  Mirsd^eau  was 
placed  in  the  halls  of  molt  of  the  municipalities  and 
pofidcal  dubs  throughout  the  kingdom.  In  many 
provincial  towns  and  ddes,  as  Bourdeaux,  Verlailles, 
Bo^euz,  and  Bagneux,  funeral  fervices  were  cde- 
brated  to  his  memory*  At  Bagneux  the  concourffp 
of  people  was  fo  great,  that  feveral  of  the  neq;U^ 
bouring  villages  were  abfolutely  ftrijqped  of  their  in* 
habitants;  in  the  town  only  feven  infirm  perfons 
were  left  at  home,  and  that  (fays  my  author)  only 
becaufe  they  could  get  nobody  to  carry  them% 
At  Ldheven,  near  Breft,  an  image  of  Mirabeau  was 
cut  m  wood,  and  placed  on  a  pedeftal  in  a  public 
fquare,  for  inauguration :  there  was  a  civic  feaft; 
me  Marfdllois  hymn  was  chanted,  and,  at  a  given 
word,  the  people,  the  munidpal  officers,  the  juftices 
of  peace,  and  the  national  guards,  fell  proftrate, 

^  Anecdotet  dtt  Regnc  de  Louit  XVI*  Tel.  vi.  p.  173  to  1791 
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add)  vnA  a  new  kind  of  idolatry,  paid  their  homage 
to  Mirabeau^  Funeral  orations  and  poems  of 
every  defcription  were  publifhed  in  abundance; 
more  than  one  coUedion  was  made  of  his  fpeechcs ' ; 
Manuel  fraudulently  publifhed  his  letters  written^ 
while  in  the  caflle  of  Vincennes ;  and  his  letters 
to  Mauvillon  and  Chamfort  have  flnce  been  com^ 
mitted  to  the  prefs. 

Mirabeau  made  a  will,  in  which  he  left  feverat 
confiderable  bequefls,  yet  he  died  infolvent.  It  is 
probable  that  his  effeds  were  immediately  diibi- 
buted,  and  his  coUedion  of  books,  &c.  never  fold* 
Some  of  his  creditors  endeavoured  to  poiTels  them- 
felves  of  the  letters  which  Manuel  had  printed  and 
was  about  to  publifh  %  bi;t  were  at  length  obliged  to 
apply  to  the  legiilative  aflembly,  which,  after  fevend 
debates,  decreed  that  his  debts  fliould  be  paid  by  the. 
public  '. 

A  fhort  period  fubverted  the  fragil  edifice  of 
Mirabeau's  popularity*  As  a  friend  to  monarchy 
he  firft  encountered  the  fury  of  the  mob.  After 
theflorming  of  the  Tuilleries,  his  bufb  were  do- 
voted  to. deftrudtion,  together  with  thofe  of  laFay- 
Scpt.1791.  ette  and  Necker  ^.  As  the  principles  of  repubUc- 
anffm  were  more  generally  adopted,  the  refpeft  for 
Mirabeau  decreafed,  the  fh-eet  named  after  him  was, 
when  general  Montefquiou  had  over-run  Savoy, 
new  named  Rue  de  Mont  Blanc  K  In  the  cele« 
brated  iron  clofet  feveral  papers  were  found,  or 
pretended  to  have  been  found,  certifying  Mirab^u's 
connexion  with  the  coiu-t.     They  were  produced  at 

•*  Barruel't  Hiflory  of  the  Clergy,  Part  II.  p.  47. 

«  The  only  means  an  Engli/h  reader,  unarquaintcd  with  the  French 
language,  can  have  of  climating  Mirabeau^s  eloquence,  are  rup|>Me4 
by  an  admirable  trtiiflation  pf  hit  Speeches,  made  by  Jamct  WhitCj 
^fquire. 

f  See  Manuel. 
See  Debates  14th  and  tyth  Oflobery  and  3d  November  1791,  antJ 
ifth  Janoflry  1792. 

^  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.ii.  p.  115, 

}  Peltier's  Jate Figure  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  ii6.* 
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Peking's  trial,  and  denied  by  him,  and  there  are 
ftrcHig  reafons,  from  internal  evidence,  to  confider 
diem  forgdies,  though  the  fads  inferred  happened 
to  be  true.  When  the  rage  of  republicanilm  was  »5*h  Nor, 
at  its  grcateft  height,  Chenier  the  poet,  in  the  name  '^^^' 
of  the  coinmittee  of  public  inftru£tion,  prefented  a 
report  to  the  convention,  in  which  thefe  letters  were 
rfdted.  It  formed  the  bafis  of  a  decree  that  the^ 
remains  of  Mirabeau  fhould  be  taken  from  the 
Ftotheon,  and  thofeof  Marat  placed  there  in  his 
ftead  ".  The  execution  of  this  abfurd  decree  (ab- 
fiird  as  to  the  latter  part  at  leaft)  is  not  to  be  re- 
corded amongft  the  difgraces  of  the  age  of  terror, 
it  was  refer ved  to  ftigmatize  the  pretended  age  of 
iDoderadon.  It  was  not  carried  into  effeft  till  fome 
months  after  the  fall  ©f  Robefpietre  K 

Mirabeau's  features  were  harfh,  and  his  perfon  P«rfoo  •a* 
clumfy.     His  head,  which  was  uncommonly  large,  ""*'*'^'^^ 
feemed  to  be  wedged  in  between    his  enormous 
ihoulders,  and  his  body  and  limbs  formed  a  thick 
\adhaped  mafs*     Yet  when  he  applied  his  talents  to 
fedudion,  he  was  more  fuccefsful  than  many  others, 
vhofe  peribnal  attractions  feem    much    greater  °^« 
After  the  fads  contained  in  the  preceding  narrative, 
it  is  unn^ceflfary  to  defcant  on  his  charader  as  fon 
and  hnfband.     He  is  faid  to  have  been  extremely 
choleric,  and  even  brutal  in  the  regulation  of  his 
fiunily,    frequently    defcending    to    the    cowardly 
meannefs  of  ftriking  his  own  fervants  ''•    As  an  Talents 
author  he  derived  much  of  his  fuccefs  from  his  art  J?  ■"*  ■•*• 
in  always  writing  on  the  topic  which  created  the       ^ 
greateft  {hare  of  momentary  intereft.     He  was  not 
diligent  in  the  fele&ion  of  materials,  frequently  re- 
lying on  the  labours  of  his  friends,.as  Mauvillon  and 
Chamfort,  and  oftw  ?tdoptin^  without  refervc  as 

^  Debates.    Pages,  vol.  i.  p,  384, 
'  Mifs  Williain$*s  Letters  in  1794,  voi.iv,  p.  lo* 
■  Moore*s  View,  ?ol.  ii.  p.  «ii.     Pag^,  vol.  i.  p.  319*     Conjnrt- 
tion  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  i-  p.  113* 
^   CoDjuration  de  d*0rleansj  vol.  i.  p.  %i^m 
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niKh  »  fiiited  his  fnfajea^  from  the  vfatk$  ti  otfaor 
audiors,  either  andent  of  cotemporary  ^  What 
he  received  and  what  he  feleded  he  msule  hit  own 
by  Ae  £arce  of  his  geniut,  the  propriety  of  his  ar- 
rangement,  the  beauties  of  his  ftyle,  and  the  ele* 
gance  of  his  ornaments.  He  had  an  exalted  opinbn 
of  his  own  abilities^  relied  on  the  fiivouraUe  jtklg« 
roent  of  ppfterity,  and  difdained  his  cotemporaiies. 
^  No  bankruptcy/'  he  fays  in  a  letter  to  Man- 
>dIIon,  ^  is  the  produ&ion  of  Me&s.  Chviire  and 
^  Briflbt  de  Warville.  Your  German  critics  moft 
^  be  miferable  tafters,  to  miftake  the  biewings  of 
A>anor».  **  thefe  gentry  for  my  wine**.'*  Ifis  foice  was 
^'^  forcible^  loud,  and  commanding^  except  when  he 
was  agitated  by  paffion,  then  it  occaiibnally  afibmed 
the  depth  and  compafs  of  Stentor,  and  fometimes  hf 
z  fudden  tranfidon  was  brought  to  refemble  tlie 
treble  firing  of  a  violin  fqueaking  under  the  bow  \ 
He  had  great  rhetorical  talents,  and  could  emdby 
them  on  fudden  emergencies,  and  in  all  diredioas* 
This,  in  popular  affimiblies,  rendered  him  almoft  ir- 
refiftible.  He  never  defjmired  of  turning  the  de* 
bate.  His  vi&ories  were  always  fplendid,  hb 
defeats  never  ^nmninious.  He  never  s^peared 
tanquifhed,  and  no  man  could  aflume  a  tnvmpb 
over  hinu    His  talents  for  repartee^  joined  to  h» 

Serf  of  reafoninflr,  enabled  him  with  equal  fiua- 
to  difconcerc  his  oj^nents  with  fiu'calm,  or 
te  them  by  force  of  argument,  while  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  abilities  and  his  fudden  conmiand  df 
them  enabled  him,  if  any  of  his  co-adjutois  ap- 
proachiri  him,  fo  as  to  be  thought  conq>etitors,  by 
a  little  eibrt  to  throw  them  back  to  then:  original  and 
At  a  poll,  natural  diftance'.      To  appreciate  Mirabcm  as  a 

•  See  a  rtmarkable  inftance  in  Wildc*t  Addrefs  to  tbe  Friends  of 
the  People,  p.  1 1 5. 
P  X^tiret  a  MaaviHon,  p.  440. 
A  ConfuratioD  de  d^Orleanty  vol.  i.  p*  113. 
T  Wilde*s  Addrela^  p,  104.  io4«    Moore*i  VieW|  rol.  ii.  p*afi. 
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poliddan,  it  will  be  more  proper  to  furvey  the  end 
than  the  earlier  part  of  his  career.  In  his  ftruggle 
for  power,  he  difgraced  himfelf  by  many  violences, 
and  excefies,  for  which  a  prifon  or  a  fcafibld  would 
have  be^  the  deferved  punifhment.  When  he  had 
attained  the  obje&  of  his  ambidon,  when  wealth, 
refped,  and  nobility*  became  his  own,  he  was 
defirous  to  tread  back  the  fteps  he  had  t^dcen,  and 
to  eitablifli  a  more  fplendid  reputation,  as  well  as  a 
more  pennanent  authoricy.  Awake  from  the  dream 
of  popular  frenzy  and  recovered  frt)m  the  delufions 
of  illuminiiin,  he  mi^  have  rendered  the  mdt 
QQH^icttous  and  eflentud  fervices  to  his  cotmtry,  and 
to  the  world.  From  his  deceafe  we  may  date  the 
apid  declenfion  of  royalty,  and  the  aucbdous  dif« 
{day  of  diforganizing  politics  purfued  by  the  de» 
flugogoes  of  France. 

•  MinbtttD  vat  not  fHeniily  to  tlit  deenc  for  abdiihing  title*,  luino- 
lia]  btfuriogSf  &c.  He  thus  exprvflet  bimltlf :  **  It  it  the  mod  difli- 
^  cult  of  all  undertakings,  toerafe  from  the  human  heart  the  inflaenccr 
^  of  ncolleAiQint.  True  noMlity  ia,  for  thit  realbn,  a  pivpeityy  no 
^  Jeff  indeflruftibie  than  facred.  Forma  ma/  rary»  bat  the  worfliip 
••  will  ever  continue.  Let  every  man  be  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law* 
**  let  ef  ery  monopoly  diiappear,  all  tlfe  if  but  changing  tho  ol^cft  •! 
*»  bttaao  va^y.'*    t^trea  a  MauTi)lon»  p«  5if. 


I   140  3 


JAQJJES    NECKER. 


As  Nedccr  is  generally  confidcred  one  of  the 
""^  principal  authors  of  the  French  revolution,  h» 
condud  and  views  have  been  examined,  and  critidfed 
with  Angular  afperity.  On  one  hand,  thofe  who 
have  fuflfercd  by  the  revolutjon,  and  attribute  to  him 
all  the  evils  they  complain  of,  are  inceflant  and 
intemperate  in  their  reproaches;  while  thofc  who 
think  his  reforms  too  much  refhifted,  and  his 
views  in  many  refpefts  too  confined,  and  often 
perfonal,  are  no  lefs  inveterately  his  enemies ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  Necker  priding  himfelf  in 
his  integrity,  and  poflefling  a  ftyle  fufficiently  elo* 
quent,  and  miich  improved  by  habit,  has  defended 
his  condud  in  many,  works,  equivalent  in  them- 
felves  to  the  efforts  of  thofe  partiians  whom  intereft 
or  affedion  might  have  attached  to  him. 
173*.         Necker   was    born  at   Geneva;    his  father  was 

eai7on*and  V^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^'  '^^  ^  ^^^  coUcgc  there  ^ ;  he  re- 

outfei  in     ceived  an  education  much  fuperior  to  that  generally 

Jife.         given  to  men  mtended  for  bufmefs " ;  but  the  nar- 

rownefs  of  his  circumftances  obliging  him  to  fedc 

fome  means  of  gaining  a  fubfiftence  more  pro- 

mifmg  than  the  walks  of  literature,   he  became 

clerk  to  a  banker  at  Geneva,   at  a  falary  of  fix 

i75t.     hundred  livres  (a6/.  5/O  a-year*.     While  he  was 

2^}^o     in  this  fituation,  Theluffon,  the  banker  at  Paris, 

<  Hifloire  Literairt  de  Geneve,  par  Jean  Senebier,  vol*  ilt.  p«  90* 
994..     Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  Xvl.  vol.  ▼.  p.  14s, 
»  Moore^s  View,  vol.i.  p*97*     Anecdotes,  &c. 
9  Moore*f  View.    Bertrand*$  Mcmoirti  vol,  i.  p.  145* 

wrote 
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wrote  to  his  correfpondent  at  Geneva  to  find  him 
1  clerk  to  keep  his  cafh-books;  and  this  corre* 
fpondent,  who  happened  to  be  Necker*s  employer, 
recommended  him  ^.  He  was  retained  at  a  falary 
of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  livres  (52/.  10  x.) 
and  gave  fuch  fatisfaftion  by  his  affiduity  and  in- Great  fac. 
telligence,  that  his  emoluments  were  rapidly  raifed,  *^*^** 
and  he  was  foon  made  cafliier  *. 

In  this  fituation  he  has  been  accufed  of  fpeculating 
with  the  money  of  his  employers  *,  and  reproached 
with  having  raifed  his  fortune  by  means  far  lefs 
honourable^ ;  t)ut  as  no  proof  of  thefe  aflertions 
has  ever  been  brought  forward,  I  rather  ii\cline  to 
the  decifion  of  an  accurate  obferver,  who  fays,  that 
"his  greateft  enemies  have  not  been  able  to  injure 
"  his  reputation  for  probity  ^''  The  embarraffment  of 
theiinances  of  France,  under  the  adminiftration  of  the 
abWTerray,  afforded  him  the  means  of  advantageous 
^)eculation ;  and  his  employers,  confcious  of  his  faga-* 
dty  and  of  the  benefits  they  derived  from  his  intelli- 
gmce,  admitted  him  partner*^.  He  made  a  very 
wrge  and  rapid  fortune  by  thefe  fpeculations,  and 
by  his  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  Eafl-India 
company,  an  interference  equally  fatisfaftory  to  the 
company  and  the  public,  and  extremely  profitable 
to  himfelf*  Yet  it  has  been  afferted,  that  he  im-  . 
pofed  on  the  company  by  faife  pretences,  and  facri- 
ficed  their  advantage  to' his  own  cupidity  % 

T  Bertrand*!  Memoirs,  The  author  of  Anecdotes  Uu  Regne  dt 
IfOnit  XVI*  gives  a  different  account  of  Nccker^s  introduction  to 
Tbeluflbns  be  favs,  that  immediately  on  finifhing  his  education, 
Necker  came  to  rans,  and  was  employed  by  Ifaac  Vcrnet  j  that  ho 
was  fuddenly  dififiiflfed  from  his  houfe,  and  offered  his  fenrices  to 
Theluflbn,  who  w«s  the  rival  of  Vernet's  fucceiTory  Saladio,  and  ro* 
crived  him  with  no  qther  recommendation  than  his  having  been  em* 
ployed  by  Vernet,  and  a  few  fatfe  pretences,  vol.  v.  p.  141. 

*  Bertrand's  Memoirs.    Anecdotes,  &c«  *  Ibid. 
^  See  Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  144.. 

•  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  146. 

'  0ertfand*i.Memoirt«    Anecdotes,  8c<:»  ^  Ibid* 
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Marries.        While  he  ^m»  partner  in  the  houfe  of  Thehil&ii, 

he  made  his  addrefles  to  a  young  lady  fiving  with 

madame  Thdulfon  as  compamon,  vAkok  name  was 

Sufanna  Carcbod.    This  lady  had  previoufly  eal- 

cited  amorous  fenfations  in  the  bofom  c^  Gibboa 

the  hiftorian,  which  die  repugnance  of  his  father  to 

the  match^  and  his  own  prudence,  milled  him  to 

conquer :  he  fpeaks  of  her  with  the  warmth  of  t 

lover,  and  with  that  eloquence  for  which  he  is  fo 

much   celebrated.     •*  The  perfonal  attraftbns  of 

**  mademoifelle  Sufan  Curchod  were  embellilhed  by 

**  the.  virtues  and  talents  of  the  mind.     Her  fortune 

**  was  humble,  but  her  family  was  refpe£lable.     Her 

**  mother,  a  native  of  France,  had  preferred  her 

♦*  religion  to  her  country.     The  profeffion  of  her 

**  father  did  not  extinguifh  the  moderaticm  and  phi- 

^  lofophv  of  his  temper,  and  he  lived  content  with 

^  a  fmall  falary  and  laborious  duty,  in  the  obfcure 

^  lot  of  minifter  of  Craify^  in  the  mountains  that 

•*  feparate  the  Pays  de  Vaud  from  the  county  of 

^^  Burgundy.    In  the  folitude  of  a  fequeftered  i^ 

^  lage  he  beftowed  a  liberal   and  evo^  leamed 

*^  education  on  his  only  daughta*.    She  furpaffinl 

*•  his  hopes  by  her  proficiency  in  the  fdences  and 

^^  languages;  and  in  her  fhort  vifits  to  fome  re- 

•    ^^  lations  at  Laufanne,  the  wit,   the  beauty,  atid 

^*  erudition  of  mademoifelle  Curchod  were  tlie  theme 

"  of  univerlal   applaufc.      The  report  of  fuch  t 

**  prodigy  awakened  my  curiofity ;  I  faw  and  loved. 

"  I  found  her  learned  without  pedantry,  witty  in 

**  converfation,  pure  in  ferttimenr,  and  degant  in 

^^  manners;    and    the  firft  fudden    emotion  was 

*'  fortified  by  the  habits  and  knowledge  of  a  more 

^  familiar  acquaintance.  #  #  «  «  The  minifter  of 

^*  CraiTy   foon  afterwards   died;    his  fUpend  died 

"  with  him ;  his  daughter  retired  to  Geneva,  where, 

"  by  teaching  young  ladies,  ihe  earned  a  hard  fub* 

"  fiftence  for  herfeuF  and  her  mother  j  "but  in  her 

^*  lowed  diftrefs  ihe  maintained  a  fpotlefs  reputadon 

4«  and 
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^  aadad^nifiedbdttvtour.  Atichbaiiker  of  P^^ 
^  a  d6zm,  of  Geneva,  had  the  good  fcntuxie  and 
^  good  fenfe  to  difcover  and  poflEdb  thi&  ineftima^ 
^  treafure ;  and  in  the  capital  of  tafte  and  hixiury 
^  file  refifbd  the  tcxnptationfi  of  weahh  as  flie  had 
^  fu&dned  ibc  hardihips  of  indigence.  •  •  «  •  la 
^  every  change  of  profperity  and  difgrace  he  ha$ 
^  rec^ied  on  the  bofom  of  a  fidthfiil  firiend ;  and 
^  mademoifeUe  Corchod  b  now  the  wife  of  M» 
*^  Necker,  the  minifter,  and,  perhaps,  the  legiflator 
^  of  the  French  monarchy  ^J' 

On  Necker^s  marriage,  his  fliare  in  the  bank  was 
JncrffafiKJ;  and,  on  Theluflbn's  death,  he  eilablilhed  i7^5» 
a  houfe  of  his  own,  taking  into  parmerfliip  with  him 
BfleC  Girardot  and  Haller  K  The  rapidity  of  his  rife, 
and  die  exteitt  of  his  eftabliihment,  put  it  oat  of 
doubt  that  he  muft  have  been  more  indebted  to  the 
myfteries  of  ftock-jobbinK,  tiian  to  the  regular  courfe 
.<tf  the  banking  bufineis  ror  his  fortune. 

ISz  reputation  for  financial  knowledge,  aided  by  Made  di- 
a  fiivourable  impreflion  he  had  made  in  fome  literary  '^^^^ 
produftions,  was  fuch,  that  at  the  period  when 
France  was  about  to  embark  in  the  American  con<»  July « 77$* 
teft,  he  was  pointed  out  by  M.  dePezay,  who.  had 
great  influence  with   the  mmifter  Maurepas,  as  a 
proper  perfon  to  fucceed  M.  de  CIugny,«  recently 
deceafed,  as  diredor  of  the  finances ''•     It  is  laid 
by  feveral  writers,  that  he  owed  his  appointment  to 
in  intrigue  amongft  the  bankers  of  Paris,    who 
wilhed  to  avail  themfelves  of  his  communications 
during  the  war,  and  to  hi$  own  urgency  aind  per* 
feverance  with  M.  de  Fezay,  who  engaged  M»  de 
Maurepas  in  his  interefts  fo  efFeftually,  as  at  laft  to 
vanquilh  every  obftacle*.      Necker  was  the  firft 

f  6ibboii*t  MifcelUneouf  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  73. 
t  Anecdote?,  &c. 

k  Moore*s  View.     Anecdofes,  Sec,  toI.  ▼.  p.  133, 
'  Anecdotes,   Sec,     Bcrtrand^t  Memoirs.     PJayfair's  Hldtorf  of 
Jacobioifnii  p.  6S«  .  , .     ' 

proteftant 
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proteftant  who,  fihcc  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of 
Nantz,  had  held  any  important  place  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  France  ^ ;  and  fome  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftances  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  contributed 
to  his  elevation.  He  himfelf  attributes  it  wholly  to 
the  deranged  flate  of  the  finances,  and  the  decline 
of  public  fpirit  * ;  but  it  is  not  impoffible  that  it  was 
favoured  by  the  intrigues  alluded  to ;  and  perhaps 
by  a  little  bribery,  which  was  known  to  be  a  fare 
paflport  to  the  favour  of  M.  de  Pezay  ". 
Comptrol-  But  whatever  might  be  expefted  from  Keeker's 
ler  general  jjiig^fs  j^^j  exertions,  he  had  not  at  firft  accefs  to 
the  king,  a  circumftance  which  impeded  his  de- 
figns  and  hurt  his  pride,  but  which  he  contrived  to 
ftirmount  by  creating  a  financial  difpute  between 
M.  Taboureau,  the  comptroller-general  of  finances, 
and  himfelf,  which  occafioned  that  minifler  to  retire 
July  1777*  in  difguft,  and  Necker  obtained  his  fituaticm  \ 
Even  when  he  had  immediate  communication  with 
the  king,  he  found  great  difficulty  in  eflfefting  the 
reforms  he  defired;  he  had  many  prejudices  to  fur- 
mount,  and  many  diicordant  interefts  to  reconcile; 
fo  many,  that  even  late  in  life  he  mentions  the 
difficulties  of  his  fituation  with  fome  feeling  and 
more  vanity.  "  I  ftill  remember,**  he  fays  %^  *'  that 
**  high  dark  flaircafe  to  M.  de  Maurepas'  apart- 
^*  mtots,  which  I  ufed  to  afcend  with  fear  and  de- 
•'  jeftion,  uncertain  how  a  new  idea  might  fucceed 
**  with  him,  which  occupied  all  my  attention,  and 
**  which  often  tended  to  produce  an  increafe  of  the 
**  revenue  by  fome  jufl  but  fevere  operation.  I  fUll 
**  remember  that  cabinet,  placed  under  the  roof  of 

^  Impartial  Hiftory,  toI.  i.  p.  14. 

'  Sur  PAdminiftration  dc  M.  Necker,  par  lui  meme,  p.  8. 

"  Moore's  View.  M.  de  Pcaay  it  faid  to  have  been  only  tfii  di^wt 
marquis  )  but  having  fortunately  obtained  an  introduaiofi  to  M.  de 
Maurepas,  he  acquired  an  entire  afcendancy  ova*  him.  Anecdotes, 
Itc.  vol.  V.  p.  i6a. 

«  Moore*t  View.     Bcrtrand*s  Mrnnoirt.     Anecdotet,  Uc. 

^  Sur  rAdmiaiftratioD  dc  M.  Neckeo  p.  13. 


•*  tkc  palace  of  Verlailles,  but  above  the  king's 
"  apartments,  and  which,  by  its  fmallnefs  and  fitu- 
"  ation,  really  feemed  the  eflence  (and  a  very  re- 
**  fined  eflence  too)  of  human  vanity  and  ambition* 
♦*  There  was  I  obliged  to  difcouffe  on  reform  and 
^  economy  to  a  miniftef  grown  old  in  the  pomps 
"  and  formalities  of  a  court.  I  remember  the  ad** 
"  drefs  I  was  obliged  to  ufe  to  fucceed,  and  how, 
^  ^er  many  repulfes,  I  fometimes  obtained  a  little 
"  attention  to  the  public,  as  a  recompence  for  the 
**  refources  I  found  in  the  midft  of  war.  I  ftill  re*- 
"  member  the  kind  of  baflifulnefs.  I  felt  when  I  in- 
"  troduced,  in  the  difcourfes  I  ventured  to  addrefe 
**  to  him,'  fome  of  thofe  grand  moral  ideas  with 
^  which  I  was  animated.  I  then  appeared  as  gothic 
*'  to  this  old  courtier  as  Sully  did  to  the  young  ones, 
•*  when  he  appeared  at  the  court  of  Louis  XIII." 

The  ftate  of  the  finances  was  at  this  period  very  Planter 
much  deranged,  though  not  fo  much  as  to  gain  ere-  ^^^^^^^7* 
dit  for  the  aflertion  of  Rabaud,  that  a  peaceable 
adminiftration  of  fifty  years,  without  wars  and 
^thout  wants,  would  have  been  infufficient  to  efieffc 
a  remedy  of  diforders**.  Necker,  however,  not- 
wiihftanding  the  confidence  of  his  boafts,  difplayed 
no  genius  capable  of  producing  any  great  national 
advantage.  The  principal  aft  which  diftinguiflied 
his  adminiftration  was  the  fupprefSon  of  the  interim 
dam  des  finances.  It  is  of  little  import  at  prefent 
to  difcufs  the  poffible  utility  of  thefe  officers  j  but 
their  fuppreflion  was  certainly  no  great  national  be- 
nefit, as  the  price  of  their  places  was  refunded  to 
diem,  and  the  interefl:  of  the  money  was  nearly 

Suivalent  to  their  falaries,  befides  the  inconvenience 
difburfing  the  capital.  Thefe  pku:e8  were  filled 
by  old  and  diftinguiflied  members  of  the  king's 
council,  and  the  fuppreffion  could  only  dimlnifli  the 

influence  of  the  crown^  without  produ(;ing  any  real 

.  ' 

V  Rtbaud*«  Hiftory  of  the  Rcroliition,  p.  34* 

VOL.  II.  L  bc^ejfit 
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MoJe  of  benefit  to  the  nation  \  The  American  war,  fo  cod* 
Spplws.  ^^^y  ^^  every  refpedt  to  the  true  interefts  of  France^ 
had  commenced  at  this  period ;  and  Necker  undev- 
took  to  carry  it  on  without  laying  any  new  imports* 
This  he  was  enabled  nominally  to  perform  by  means 
of  his  credit  amongft  the  monied  people,  and  per- 
haps by  the  exorbitant  facrifices  he  nmde  to  tbem^ 
at  the  public  expence.  His  fyftem  was  the  moil 
abfurd  and  puerile  ever  invented;  be  borrowed 
money  for  the  exigences  of  one  year,  and  the  nest 
borrowed  another  fum  fuificient  for  the  expences  of 
the  current  year  and  the  intereft  of  the  year  or 
years  preceding ;  relying,  for  a  final  liquidation, 
on  the  precarious  refource  of  an  untried,  and  per- 
haps impradicable  economy.  By  thefe  means  he 
maintained  a  forced  and  artificial  credit,  but  fet  the 
example  of  thpfe  improvident  loans  which  occa- 
fioned  the  final  ftagnation  of  the  finances'.  In  the 
courfe  of  his  adminillration,  he  borrowed  in  this 
way  five  hundred  and  thirty  millions  (23^187,500/.), 
on  terms  extremely  advantageous  to  the  lenders; 
and  fubfequent  minifters,  in  the  fpace  of  ten  years, 
increafed  the  fum  to  upwards  of  fifteen  buadred 
millions  (65,625,000/.),  for  which  no  provifioa 
was  made*. 
Afpiretto  The  improvident  charader  of  the  French,  and 
^Jfcoin^  the  triumph  of  Necker's  partifans,  prevented  the 
cii.  public  from  fpeculating  too  minutely  on  the  confe* 

quences  of  this  fyftem.  His  popularity  increafed, 
and  with  it  his  vanity  ;  he  Was  no  longer  contented 
with  the  fituation  of  comptroller-general  of  the 
finances,  unlefs  he  could  be  admitted  to  a  feat  in 
the  privy  council,  for  which  his*religion  difqualified 
him.     He  made  application  to  M.  de  Maurepas  on 

1  Moon's  Vkw.    Bcrtrand't  Memoirf.    Anecdotes,  &c. 

'Impartial  Hjltory,  vol.  i.  p.  17.  Hifbrical  Sketch  of  tne  French 
KevolutioiT,  p.  3*.  Hiftorical  Eflay  on  the  Ambition  and  Conqueih  of 
Fnncp,  p.  109. 

•  Anecdoicf,  kc.    Expofition,  &c.  par  Arthur  Dillon,  p,  4. 

.    -    --  ^C 
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dieiubjed;  but  the  old  minifter,  wi(hing  perhaps 
to  get  rid  of  him  quietly,  and  make  him  the  author 
of  his  own  difgrace,  advifed  him  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  king,  requefUng  a  feat,  and  a  difpenfation 
with  the  cuftomary  oath.  Necker  wrote  accord-  May  17^1* 
ingly ;  and  not  receiving  any  anfwer  for  two  days,  R«^'g"»- 
was  fo  irritated  that  he  waited  on  the  queen  and 
offered  his  refignadon,  which,  to  his  great  mortifi^ 
cation,  was  inftantly  accepted.  This  event  is  attri- 
buted, not  without  fome  appearance  of  probability^ 
to  the  refentment  of  the  parliaments,  arifmg  from 
the  eftablifliment  of  provincial  adminiftrations,  and 
the  diilike  conceived  againft  him  by  the  queen  and 
the  count  d*  Artoia  ^ 

Some  rime  previous  to  his  refignadon,  Necker  "Jan.  i7«t* 
had  publifhed  his  Compte  rendu.  This  method  of  l^^Spu 
liibmitting  the  views  of  government  and  operations  reudui 
rf  finance  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  was  not 
new :  Turgot "  had  fct  the  example,  and  other  mi- 
nifters  before  Necker  had  followed  it.  His  book 
however  was  written  with  more  art,  and  had  a 
greater  effed  on  the  public  mind,  as  it  was  long 
confidered  and  quoted  as  the  only  work  which 
placed  the  affairs  of  France  in  a  clear  light,  and 
gave  occafion  to  Necker's  partifans  to  hold  him 
out,  long  after  his  retreat,  as  the  only  man  capable 
of  reftoring  order,  and  re^eftabliflifaig  public  credit. 
Popular  opinion  was,  for  fome  time  after  the  pub** 
lication,  divided ;  but  it  is  now  generally  treated  as 
a  fplendid  delufion  \ 

Necker's 

*  Bertrand'A  Memoirs.  Moorc*8  View.  Hiftorlcal  Sketch,  p.  33. 
Anecdote*,  5cc,  Tlie  lively  author  of  this  laft  work  relates  feveral 
inftancet  of  the  diflikeof  M«  de  Maurepas  toNeckerj  p^irticularly  a  (harp 
feply  when  the  comptroller,  relying  on  his  importance,  threatened  td 
lake  poft.horfes  and  return  to  Geneva.  "  Sir,*'  faid  Maurepas^  «  I 
••  mtift  inform  you  that  foreigners  who  have  been  finance  miniders  in 
^  this. country,  cannot  hare  poft-horfes  without  the  exprefs  Command 
"  -of  the  king.''    Vol.  v.  p.  tjS. 

*  Wilde's  Addrefs  to  the  Friends  of  the  People,  p.  3^5* 

*  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  lOt*  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  ja.  Ber« 
taad^s  Mcmoini  foUi.  p.  S5i.    Of  this  work  Maurepas  i^id  to  the, 

&  a  king^ 
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obferva.       Nfeckcr's  firft  adminiftration  undoubtedly  jwivcd 
Neckc  "•    t^Q  way  for  all  the  evils  which  have  befallen  France 
admini.     fincc  that  period,  by  putting  a  new  and  dangerous 
ftiaiion}     j^qJ^  ^f  fupply  into  the  hands  of  minifters ;  and  by 
fuppreding,  in  a  harfh  and  wanton  manner,  feveral 
offices  which,  though  he  might  imagine  them  un- 
neceffary,  had  been  of  great  fervice  to  his  prede- 
ceffors,  and   might  have  averted   many  errors  of 
his  fucceffors.      His  intentions  however  were  pcr- 
feftly  honeft,  and  he  had  the  ffood  of  the  country 
at  heart.     It  is  but  juft  to  give  his  oym  ftatement  of 
the  benefits  of  his  admimftration,  which,  though 
much  exaggerated,  is  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  wilfully 
mifreprefented. — "  I  was  fo  fortunate  (he  fays)  in 
•*'  the  five  years  of  my  firfl  adminiftration,  that,  in 
"  the  midft  of  a  war  which  gradually  brought  on  a 
•^  want  of  extraordinary  fupplies  to  the  amount  of 
**  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  (6,562,500/.)  a- 
**  year,  the  public  funds,  which  funk  in  England 
"  from  thirty  to  thuty-five  per  cenU^  were  gradually 
*^  rifing  in  France;   and  almofl  all  the  loans  which 
«*  were  opened  were  filled  in  eight  days^.**    He 
alfo  gives  himfelf  great  credit  for  the  eflabliflimcnt 
of  provincial  affemblies,  the  publicity  given  to  the  • 
affah*s  of  finance,  and  the  abolition  of  mortmain 
tenures  *. 
Hitdifin.       One  fmgularity  attended  his  conduft  in  office; 
tercftcd-     ^2X  he  received  no  falary  or  fees  of  any  kind*     He 
flates  the  amount  of  what  he  thus  renounced,  allow- 
ing at  the  rate  fixed  by  the  reformed  economy  of 
the  national  afTembly  at  the  time  he  VTote,  at  two 
hundred  thoufand  livres  (8750  /.),  independent  of 
his  appointments  as  minifler  of  flate,  fixed  at  twenty 


king,  that  it  was  written  m)\tb  mt  much  truth  as  mtJ^y.  And  the  critict> 
(lunnlng  on  the  title,  cailtd  it  a  Ccnte  him.  Anecdotes,  5cc.  foi.  ^» 
p.  T77. 

r  Sur  l*Admini(lration  de  M.  Necker^  p.  9. 

*  Ibid.  p.  16,  17. 
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tboufand  Kvres  (875A).  Bcfides  the  income  an-t 
nexed  to  thofe  places,  he  refufed  without  exception 
all  the  mdired  emoluments,  fines,  gifts,  prefents 
from  corporations  and  individuals,  boxes  at  the 
theatres,  and  all  other  advantages  which  had  been 
enjoyed  by  his  predeceffors,  and  often  amounted  to 
very  large  fums*.  This  difintereftednefs  has  not 
efcaped  the  animadverfion  of  his  adverfaries :  they 
affert  that,  as  he  ftill  continued  a  partner  in  the  houfe 
of  Girardot  and  Haller,  he  could  make  more  by 
ftock-jobbing  in  a  day  than  he  would  derive  from 
his  falary  in  ten  years ;  and  that  therefore  there 
is  more  affeftation  than  reality  of  virtue  in  the  cir- 
cumftance  **.  There  is,  however,  no  proof  offered 
of  the  juftice  of  thefe  infinuations,  and  Necker  him- 
felf  meets  them  in  the  mod  manly  and  fatisfadory 
manner,—/*  I  defy  any  man  (he  obferves)  to  aver 
"  that,  direftly  or  indireftly,  I  have  had  the  fmalleft 
"  intereft  in  any  bufinefs  whatever ;  that  I  have 
**  had  the  moft  trifling  (hare  in  any  fpeculation  in 
"  the  public  funds  ;  or  that  I  have  procured  plates 
^  for  any  of  my  relations  or  dependants  in  any  of 
"  the  offices  in  my  own  department,  or  in  that  of  any 
"  other  mihifter/*  He  adds  to  this  affertion,  that, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  American  war,  he  advanced 
to  government  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
livres  (96,250  A),  at  five  per  cent.y  which  he  never 
on  any  chdnge  of  affairs  fold  out  or  received,  and 
which  he  ultimately  left  behind  him  % 

A  few  years  after  his  retreat,  his  daughter,  who     ijs^. 
had  received  a  moft  accomplifhed  education,   and  ^f-'"'*^^ 
was  author  of  feveral  ingenious  works,  married  the  daughter, 
baron  de  Stael,  the  Swedifh  ambs^ffador  in  France. 

^  Sur  rAdminiftrahon  de  M.  Necker^  p.  399.  Anecdotes,  ^c^. 
»*l,ir.  p.  167. 

^  PUyfair  s  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifin,  p.  68.  Apologie  des  Projcrtf 
&  de  ia  Conduite  dcs  Chefa  (!e  la  Revohition,  p.  la, 

(  Sur  i*Admioi(Wation  de  M.  Necker,  ^.  401,  403, 
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He  pub-        During  his  retreat  he  vras  employed  in  literary 
lifhes  Dc    pm-fuits    in  affifting  the  efforts  of  his  friends  to 
ftration  lies  force  hiHi  again  into  the  cabinet,  and  in  keeping 
Financct.  ^p  the  prepofleffion  of  the  public  in  his  favour. 
1784.     He  publiflied  his  laborious  work  on  the  Adminiftra- 
tion    of  Finances ;    and   to    make  himfelf  better 
known,  and  enjoy  the  buzz  of  his  own  celebrity, 
vifited  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France.     His  book 
was  received  with  enthufiafm,  and  read  with  the 
greateft  avidity  and  admiration.     It  certainly  con- 
tains many  accurate  ftatements  and  ingenious  de- 
du£tions,  but  abounds  with  that  vanity,  egotifin, 
and  felf-fufEciency,  which  are  his  charafteriftics''. 
The  true  charafter  of  the  book  may  be  appreciated 
from  the  mention  made  of  it  by  the  revolutionary 
hiftorian  Rabaud :  he  (ays,  *^  It  did  perhaps  more 
♦^  good  than  a  long  and  wife  adminiftratjon  ;  for  it 
•*  ^read  knowledge  far  and  wide,   and  /owed  the 
^*  feeds  of  the  prefent  patriotifm  *.** 

In  a  recent  publication,  Necker  has  afferted  that, 
at  the  time  of  his  retreat  in  1781,  he  had  left  the 
finances  in  a  "  perfeft  equilibrium  ^**     This  affer- 
tion  is,  at  leaft,  doubtful,  confidering  the  acknow- 
ledged infuffidency  of  the  means  he  employed  to 
maintain  a  balance  between  the  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure, and  the  embarraflhients  felt  by  his  im- 
mediate fucceffors,  which  rendered  them  incapable 
of  proceeding  without  having  recourfe  to.  the  moft 
1787.     extraordinary   means.      Calonne    had  written  an 
^rl^rr  ^o   ^^^y  ^^  prove  that  the  ftatements  in  the  Compte  rendu 
M.  de  Ca-  were  falfe  ;  that  inftead  of  a  furplus  there  was  an 
jonne.       immenfe  deficit  in  the  fupplies:    Necker,  notwith- 

^  Anecdote*,  Sec,  Sur  rAdminiftration,  &c.  p.  lo.  Beitrand'i 
Memoirs,  vol.  i,  p.  157.  and  fee  the  work  itfelf.  I  fuppofe  thi$  to  be 
the  publ. cation  alluded  to  by  the  author  of  the  <<  Impartial  Hiftory,'^ 
v^bich  he  confounds  with  the  Cmptt  uudy,  and  with  Necker*s  Aoiwer 
(o  Calonne.     See  vol.  i.  p.  25. 

«  Rabaud'ft  HiAory  of  the  French  Revolution,  p,  19. 

'  Ou  the  Freoch  Revolution,  vol.  i.  jf.  13* 
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(hnding  the  king's  exprefs  prohibition^  publifhed  an  Apr.tjS;, 

anfwer,  in  which  he  refuted  this  affertion,   aAd 

had  the  whole  blame  of  the  deficit  on  Calonne. 

For  this  condud  he  was  baniihed  to  his  country-  it  banlfK- 

feat  at  St.  Ouen.     It  is  probable  that  this  offence  q^J.^^^' 

was  not  the  fole  caufe  of  his  difgrace :  he  is  faid 

to  have  been,  extremely  affiduous  in  procuring  writ- 

crs,  painters,  and  engravers,  to  impute  errors  to  the 

adminiftration,  and  throw  ridicule  on  the  pcrfon  of 

M.  de  Calonne.     If  his  bani(hment  was  intended  as 

a  punifhment,  it  was  too  flight  to  produce  either 

refpeft  or  terror ;  if  it  was  intended  to  weaken  his 

party,  the  place  was  ill  chofen  on  account  of  its 

ricinity  to  Pkris'. 

It  was  probably  during  his  retreat  at  this  place     ,78$. 
that  he  wrote  his  Effay  on  the  Importance  of  ReK-  Writes 
gious  Opinions  ;  a  book  which,  though  it  contains  ^rtancc 
no  great  originality  of  thought,  or  ftrength  of  ar-  dcs  Opi- 
gument,  is  written  in  a  ftyle  which  claims  applaufe  "1^^^^*^*^.*^* 
for  its  elegance.     The  recolledion  of  having  pro-  ^'*'*  * 
duced  it  feems  to  have  afforded  the  author  fome 
iatisfa£Uon  in  the  moment  of  difgrace,  and   may 
probably  afford  him  pleafure  when  others,  of  more 
apparent  importance,  are  obliterated  from  his  me- 
mory, or  only  recur  to  it  attended  with  fcntimcnts 
of  vexation  and  difguft  **. 

While  he  was  at  St.  Ouen,  the  affairs  of  France  Exertion* 
were  drawing  to  a  crifis.     Calonne  had  been  driven  of  *»«.»t'**«i^ 
from  the  helm  by  the  intrigues  of  the  archbifliop  *" 
of  Sens,  the  errors  of  whofe  adminiftration  embar- 
raffed'  the  court,  and  rendered  the  recal  of  Necker 
abfolutely  neceffary.     His  party  had  not  been  idle 
in  influencing  the  popular  judgment  in*  his  favour  j 

t  Anrcftotes,  See.  vol.v.p.  ic».  309.  330.  CODJuration  de  d*Or- 
leansy  vol.  i.  p>  63.  Kabaiid's  Hiftory  of  the  Kevolution^  p.  41. 
Necker,  on  the  French  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  29.  acknowledges  himfcJf 
to  have  been  wrong  in  this  tranfa^ion,  but  pleads  that  he  was  im« 
pet  led  to  (hit  %6i  of  difobedience  hy  a  lively  fenfe  ofkanaur^ 

^  Sur  rAdfniniltr«lion,  &c.  p.  ai.    K)a  tUe  Kevolution>  vol.  1. 
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his  work  on  the  adminiftfation  of  finances  vas  ge- 
nerally read  during  the  firft  affembly  of  the  no- 
tables i  and  the  fa^s  contained  in  it  oppofed  to  the 
ftatements  of  that  minifter^  His  wife,  animated 
by  a  fpirit  of  diflike  to  a  court  where  fhe  could 
never  hope  to  fhine^  and  fueling  indignation  at  the 
baniihment  of  her  hufband,  whom  fhe  idolized,  re- 
doubled her  efforts  to  acquire  popularity.  She  had 
founded  an  hofpital,  and  was  unremitdng  in  her 
attendance  to  the  necefllties  of  thofe  who  were  re- 
duced to  make  it  their  abode.  She  vifited  the  other 
hofpitals,  the  prifons,  and  even  private  houfes  wh^c- 
^  ever  mifery  was  to  be  found,  flimulated  by  the  dc« 
fire  of  raifmg  a  confpicuous  reputation*  and  mak^ 
ing  the  name  of  Necker  dear  to  the  people ''. 
The  political  club  of  females,  of  which  his  daugh-i 
ter,  the  baronefs  de  Stael,  was  a  di(lingui(hed  mem* 
|)er,  and  the  band  of  political  writers,  whom  the  im- 
prudence of  the  miniiler  had  exempted  from  all  re- 
}i\i  iwi  ftraint,  contributed  to  the  recal  of  the  popuhw  fe- 
re  o  ve  on.  yQ^^jj^  i^  ^eforc  the  retreat  of  de  Brienne,  Necker 
had  been  founded,  on  the  part  of  the  king,  to  know 
if  he  would  undertake  the  adminiftration  of  the 
finances,  in  conjundion  with  that  miniften  Th^ 
feat  in  council,  which  had  before  occafioned  his 
difmiffion,  was  to  have  been  conceded :  but  he  rct 
jeded  the  propofal  "*.  The  increafing  turbulence  of 
the  people,  the  growing  diftrels  of  the  court,  and  a 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own  incapacity  and  want  of  poi* 
pularity,  at  length  compelled  de  Brienne  to  refign  j 
^^x^ijs'*^*  and  he  left  his  advice  to  the  king,  to  recal  Necr 
h^jy  and  convene  the  ftates-general  \ 

*  Sur  PAdminiftration,  Sec.  p.  »t. 

^  KIcm,    p.   "597.      Playfair'i    Hiftory    of    Jacobtnifoi,     p.  6tt 
Apclogic  des  Pr.  jris,  &c.  p.  iX. 
*     *  Ccii juration  dc  d*Orleans. 

*  Necker  on  the  French  Revolution,  toI.  i.  p.  39. 

■  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  3a,    Moore'f  Vicw>  tol.  i.  p.S7» 
Anecdotes,  &c*  vol.  t.  p.  loi. 

The 


N  E  C  K  E  R;  ,53 

TTic  rdnftatement  of  Nccker  took  place  Imme«  Hiswin- 
4iatcly  on  the  refignation  of  the  archbifhop  of  Sens;  !^'^^^^ 
and  the  queen  and  count  d'Artois  are  faid  to  have 
been  no  lefs  ftrenuous  in  recommending  it  than  de 
firienn^  bimfelf  ^      The  whole  court  vied  in  feli*  Beh^iviow 
dtating  the  return  of  a  minifter  from  whom  the  re«  ^^^^ 
ftoration  of  tranquillity   and  the  falvation  of  the  ^^^ 
country  were  expected.     He  is  iaid  to  have  had  a 
private  audience  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  with 
the  queen  j   and  it  is  afferted  that  flie  herfelf  wrote 
the  letter  requeftmg  his  return  ^ :  but  he  himfelf 
makes  no  mention  of  thefe  circumftances.     He  fays 
the  king  received  him  in  the  queen^s  clofet,  and  i^ 
her  prdence;   that  the  king's  great  good-natur# 
made  him  feel  fome  embarramnent  on  account  of 
the  baniihment  of  the  preceding  year  ;  but  he  fpoke 
to  bis  fovereign  only  of  his  devotion  and  refpe£k  j 
and  from  that  moment  replaced  himfelf  on  the  fame 
footing  he  had  formerly  mnintained ''•     Monfieur, 
on  his  firfl  public  appearance  in  quality  of  minifter^ 
complimented  him  on  the  occafion,  avowed  the  prc^ 
judices  he  had  formerly  entertained  againft  him, 
and  profefled  a  hope  that  the  experience  of  his  ma- 
tare  age  would  corred  the  errors  of  his  youth  '• 

The  circumftances  which  marked  his  return  to  state  of 
adminiftration  were  not  calculated  to  infpire  con-  »hcpaWit 
fidence  or  impart  fatisfaftion.     The  ferocity  which  ""'"^^ 
marked  the'  public  rejoicings  on  the  expulfion  of 
his  predecefibr,   the   riot^   and  military  execution 
which  followed,  did  npt  prefage  a  calm  and  flable 
adminiftratio]i»     In  fad,  the  taik  he  had  aifumed  of 
gliidmg  the  helmof  (tat^,  at  this  particular  junduuu 
was  extremely  difficult.     Circumftances  and  indm* 

•  Rabali(l*t  Hiftory,  p.  55. 

P  Anecdotety  Sec.  vol.  v.  p.  toi«  Conjuration  decPOileant,  fol.  u 
p.  165. 

4  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  19. 

f  AiircdoicSy  &c.  vul*t«  p«  soa.  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans^  toI.«. 
p«466. 
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dostts  had  undergone  an  entire  change  fince  his  retrsat 
in  1 78 1.    The  people,  who  were  at  that  time,  gay, 
carelefs,  and  indifferent  to  public  affairs,  now  devoted 
their  whole  time  to  the  ftudy  and  difcufBon  of  politics* 
Books,  inimical-  to  the  interefts   of  government, 
which 'were  formerly  procured  from  Geneva  and 
London,  and  circulated  in  a  clandeftine  and  fparing 
manner,  were  now  boldly  publi(hed  at  the  falms 
royat^  and  diftributed  gratis*    A  prince,  who  in  17R1 
had  been  conlidered  with  the  contempt  and  difre^ 
gard  due  to  profligacy  and  cowardice,  was  now  at 
ihe  head  of  a  violent,  numerous,  and  aftive  party, 
conferring  popularity,  or  taking  it  away  at  pl^ure, 
and  by  means  of  the  public  opinion,  making  hafty 
ftrides   towards  obtaining  the   rule  of  all  public 
meafures.     The  kingdom  was  plunged  in  the  greateft 
diftrefs,   and,   befides  'the  ferment   occafioned  by 
political  difcuflion,  was  agitated  with  the  fear  of 
wanting  the  firft  neceffary  of  life.     I'hefe  appear- 
ances,   however,   did  not  intimidate  Necker:  the 
public  opinion  was  his  idol ;    he  flattered  hiiAfdf 
that  the  more  it  was  permitted  to  operate  without 
reftraint,  the  greater  wouH  be  its  influence  in  his 
favour,  and  he  relied  with  too  much  confidence  oil 
his  own  fagacity  smd  refources  to  feel  the  leaft  dif- 
may. 
l?;5jM)pu.       In  faft,  his  popularity,  at  this  period,  was  at  aa 
♦**">'        unexampled  height ;  the  people  feemcd  to  lookup 
to  him  as  their  only  hope,  and  even  to  lay  them- 
felves  at  his  feet.     His  return  was  a  complete  viftory 
cf  the  public  voice  over  the  court,  and  it  has  been 
Ipd,  with  great  truth,  that  the  king  was  exaftly 
reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a  bankrupt,  who  had  fuiF* 
rendered  his  effefts  to  his  creditors '. 
Recais  the       The  firft  ftep  of  his  adminiftration  was  to  recal 
l«i4»R^ent  ^j^g  banilhed  members  of  the  parliament  of  Pari% 

•  Wilde's  Adclrcfs,   p.  ^93.      PIayfair*s  Hiftory  of  Jacobwifin, 
pi.  S5.     bur  l^AdmiaifiiaiioD,  &c.  p.  %S. 

6  and 


N  E  C  K  E  R.  ijy 

and  to  reinftate  that  body  in  its  fun^ions,  in  oppo-  tains  fup- 
fition  to  the  odious  meafure  of  the  cours  plenieres  \  ^pney! 
His  next  exertion  was  to  relieve  the  embarraffments 
occafioned  by  the  diftrefs  of  the  treafury,  which,  at 
the.  time  of  his  return  to  office,  contained  no  mora 
than  500,000  livres  (21,875/.)".  This  he  effefted 
by  perfuading  the  different  public  bodies  to  remit 
to  him  the  money  they  had  in  hand  ;  by  prevailing 
on  the  receivers  general,  and  other  perfons  em- 
ployed in  the  finances,  not  to  retain  their  falaries, 
which  he  promifed  to  repay  them  in  1789,  and  by 
obtaining  loans  from  the  body  of  notaries  of  Paris, 
and  the  fix  mercantile  companies ''.  Thus,  to  ufc 
his  own  cxpreffion,  "  by  failing  with  a  fide  wind, 
"  by  ufing  all  poffible  circumfpedion,  and  employ- 
**  ing  every  exertion  in  a  confined  fpace,  he  was 
**  enabled  to  guide  the  feeble  veffel  of  ftate,  with- 
^  out  wreck  or  damage  till  the  opening  of  the 
•*  ftates-general  ^/' 

But  a  more  difficult  talk  awaited  him,  in  the  ?»« exer, 
neceffity  of  finding  fupplies  for  the  capital,  which  obt!un^ 
occafioned  him  the  greateft  uneafinefs.     He  gives  Aippiy  of 
himfelf  credit  for  having  faved  Paris  and  the  king-  S'**"' 
dom  in  general  from  the  horrors  of  famine  *.     He 
obtained  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  circumftan- 
tial  information  of  the  quantity  of  the  crops  of  the 
current  year,  and  what   remained   on  hand  from 
preceding  years.     He  made  inquiries  into  the  wanes 
of  other  countries,  and  the  refourccs  to  be  expefted 
Irom  them,  and  with  all  fpeed  obtained  an  order  7th  Sept.' 
fi"om  the  king  in  council  prohibiting  the  exportation     '788- 
of  grain.     He  offisred  a  bounty  for  the  impprtation,  a  3d  Nov, 
^hich  procured   confiderable  fupplies  from   Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  till   the  exportation  was  pro- 

*  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  los.     Rabaud,  p.  55^  &c. 
I*  Sur  I'Adminiliiaiion,  &c.  p.  38. 

*  Anecdotes,  Sec.  vol.  v.  p.  ao2. 

f  Sur  rAdminiftrarion,  Sec.  p.  29. 

*  Necker  on  the  Kcvolution,  vol.  i.  p.  31^ 

♦  hibiteij^ 
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bibtedy  from  Italy,  and  the  northern  kiagd<yns,  anil 
from  North  America.  As  this  fcarcity  contumed 
almofl^  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  he  was  obliged  to  rely  not  only  on  the  pre^ 
miums  offered  in  the  name  of  government,  but  to 
ufe  his  own  perfonal  credit  with  fome  merchsmts, 
Hope  of  Amfterdam  particularly ;  and  he  wrote  a 
very  preffing  letter  in  1789,  to  Mr.  Pitt,  requefting 
him  to  prevail  on  the  king  or  the  parliament  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  a  limited  quantity  of 
grain,  but  notwithftanding  the  fupport  given  ta 
this  requefl  by  the  French  ambaffador,  it  tailed  of 
fuccefs  % 
€brciva-  Such  is  his  ownr  account  of  his  exertions,  and 
iikjjiu'^  the  fuccefs  which  attended  them.  The  policy  by 
which  they  were  diftated  is  very  doubtful.  Necker 
has  not  efcaped  malevolent  imputation  of  having 
ihared  with  Orleans  in  his  fpeculation  in  grain,  to 
participate  with  him  in  the  profit  and  popularity 
refulting  from  it.  He  has  been  accufed  of  fharing 
with  foreign  merchants  the  profits  of  their  pre* 
miums,  and  of  buying  up  grain  himfelf,  exporting, 
and  relanding  it  in  order  to  obtain  money  and  popu- 
larity'';, and  a  fa£t  related  by  the  marquis  de 
Bouille,  if  it  does  not  prove,  at  leaft  ftrongly  fup-^ 
ports  thefe  accufations.  The  marquis  fays,  *'  Having 
"  at  Metz,  and  in  the  province  under  my  com-; 
*'  mand,  corn  fufEcient  to  fubfift  the  troops, 
*'  amounting  to  twenty  thoufand  men  for  eightecA 
*^  months,  on  being  prefled  by  the  people,  whofe 
*'  provifions  were  almoll  totally  exhaufted,  and  ftiU 
**  more  by  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  who  could  no^ 
*'  poflibly  fupply  them,  I  propofed  to  the  govem- 
*^  ment  to  diftribute  the  half  of  this  grain  among 
*'  the  towns  and  villages,  on  condition  of  again 

»  Sur  rAdminiftratior,  &c.  p*  367.  37^.  377.  380. 

^  Conjttiatiou  dc  d'UiUanfj  vol.  )•  j>.  187.     AjniJogtc  det  Projets, 

^^  receiving 
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^  itcdving  it  the  enfuing  harveft ;  vhicli  might 
*^  have  been  done  without  any  inconvenience^  yet 
**  was  rejefted :  notwithftanding  this  refufal  of  the 
**  miniftry,  I  refolved,  however,  to  execute  my 
*^  pTojeft,  and  for  this  I  was  afterwards  thanked  by 
**  M.  Necker  himfeif,  though  he  at  firft  refufed  his 
"  confent  to  the  meafure  *.*'  Ifwe  can  acquit  Necker 
of  criminaiity  hi  thefe  tranfaftions,  his  own  account 
convifts  him  of  the  greateft  imprudence.  The 
publicity  given  to  the  apprehenfion  of  dearth  by  the 
inquiries,  and  the  circumjiantiat  informations  obtained 
at  home  and  in  foreign  countries,  gave  room  to  all 
the  operations  of  fpeculifts,  and  facilitated  the  fuc- 
cefe  of  their  attempts  to  increafe  the  public  diftrefe, 
and  inflame  the  public  mind*  The  premiums, 
frdght,  and  other  charges,  which,  according  to  his 
own  account  **,  amounted  to  upwards  of  feventy 
millions  (3,062,500/.),  were  an  enormous  load  on 
an  exhaufled  treafury,  and  tended  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  the  commodity  at  home,  as  the  poifefTors 
of  grain  could  hardly  be  expelled  to  fell  it  cheaper 
than  the  importers.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  he  was 
entirely  unacquainted  with  the  fchemes  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans ;  he  has  even  been  accufed  of  abetting, 
but  if  that  was  not  the  cafe  he  certainly  took  a  very 
improper  courfe  to  counterad  them*.  His  eflay  on 
the  leriflation  of  grain,  which  he  wrote  previous  to  1775. 
his  firli  adminiftration,  is  very  contemptuoufly  fpoken 
of;  and  his  meafures  for  the  fupply  of  France  are 
much,  decried  by  perfons  well  qujdified  to  judge, 
and  of  deferved  credit  in  commercial  and  agricuU 
(ural  a£Fairs  ^ 

All  thefe  efforts  would  have  been  infuiEdent  in  Preparet 
times  fo  critical  to  have  kept  alive  the  popular  predi-  Ihe  ftlut * 

general. 
'  Roui116*8  Memoirs,  p  91. 

*  Sur  rAdmrniftra»ion,  &c»  p.  374. 

*  Conjuration  de  d*Or]eanf»  fol.  i.  p.  1S5.     Playftir^  Hiftory  of 
Jacobinifm,  p«  87. 

^  Phyfjiir't  Hiftory  of  Jacobmifm,  p.  69,     Arthur  Voung^s  TrJi^ 
▼•!•>  p*  105. 
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ledion,  but  he  was  known  to  be  engaged  m  fbr^ 
warding  the  national  wifh  for  aiTembling  the  ftates- 
general.  His  conduA  in  this  particular  has  been 
more  forcibly  arraigned,  and  more  ftrenuoufly  de- 
fended than  in  any  other ;  in  fad  no  event  fo  im- 
portant has  occurred,  and  the  turn  given  to  it  by 
the  force  of  his  fingle  decifion  renders  him  re- 
fponfible  for  alt  its  confequences  on  France  and  on 
Europe.  The  complaints  againfl:  him  on  this  fub- 
jed  may  be  reduced  to  four  heads.  i»  His  having 
urged  the  aflembling  of  the  ftates-general  at  a 
period  fo  ftormy  and  critical :  2.  His  procuring  a 
double  reprefentation  for  the  tiers  etat :  3.  His 
leaving  undecided  the  important  queftion,  whether 
the  proceedings  {hould  be  taken  by  orders  or  by 
poll :  and  4.  His  neglecting  to  influence  the  elec- 
tions fo  as  to  fecure  a  majority,  refolved  to  maintain 
the  laws  and  conftitution,  and  to  exert  themfelves^ 
only  in  the  reform  of  abufes. 
Examina.  On  the  firft  of  thefe  fubjeds^  Necker  exoufes 
condta**'*  ^^^^^^  ^^7  obferving,  that  the  irritated  ftate  of  the 
public  mmd  could  by  no  means  be  attributed  to 
him ;  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  thofe  financial 
embarrafiments  which  occafioned  it ;  that  the  re- 
form of  internal  abufes  could  only  be  expe£ted  from 
the  ftates-general ;  that  the  inundation  of  political 
pamphlets  which  overwhelmed  the  public,  owed  its 
origin  to  an  arrit  of  his  predeceflbr,  and  that  the 
king,  who  had  pledged  himfelf  to  convene  the 
flates-general,  was  too  religious  an  obferver  of  his 
.  promife,  to  have  endured  a  minifter  who  advifed  a 
breach  of  it  ^.  Without  cavilling  on  the  predTd 
truth  of  each  of  thefe  aflertions,  it  is  very  obvious 
that  they  were  infufficient  tojuflify  the  meafure 
they  were  intended  to  defend.  Necker  knew,  that 
the  promife  of  convening  the  dates,  was  made  under 

f  See  Neclter  on  the  RerolutioTiy  vol.  i.  p.  30.  and  tbe  following. 
8ur  rAdminiftration,  &c«  p,  %y  and  ibc  following. 

an 
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VI  idea  that  the  finances  vrerc  Irretrievably  enru 
hsmfk^^  that  fuch  an  impreiSon  was  in  a  great 
meafure  derived  from  his  writings,  and  from  the 
reports  of  his  friends  and  agents.  He  knew  that  at 
the  time  it  was  given,  a  ra(h  muiifter  had,  by  an 
isnpopalar  innovation,  and  unjuftiiiable  and  abfurd 
proceedings,  created  an  irreparable  breach  between 
the  conftituted  authorities,  between  the  king  and 
the  parliament.  He  knew  that  his  popularity  and 
afceQdan€y  were  fufficient  to  have  reftored  harmony, 
to  have  given  energy  to  the  government,  and  con- 
tent to  the  well-difpofed  part  of  the  community. 
He  knew,  and  has  acknowledged,  that  the  ftat^  of 
the  finances  was  not  fuch  as  to  require  any  ex- 
traordinary intervention  \  In  faft  this  was  a  mere 
pretence  to  make  himfelf  of  confequence  by  alarm- 
ing the  king  with  falfe  terrors,  and  infinuating  to 
the  people  unfounded  hopes  ^  It  is  of  little  im- 
portance to  whom  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs 
was  to  be  attributed,  its  exiftence  was  a  fubjeft  of 
univerlal  aflonifhment  ^  j  its  force  was  derived  from 
an  idea  of  public  diftrefs  and  exemptions  of  the 
privileged  orders ;  the  former  Necker  might  have 
demonftrated  to  be  a  mere  phantom,  the  latter, 
^ffeffing  as  he  did  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
court  and  nobility,  he  might  eafily  have  acquired 
the  credit  of  modifying  or  abrogating,  without  in- 
jury to  the  conftitution.  But  the  king's  promife !— • 
This  indeed  was  a  terrible  obftacle.  If  the  people 
had  been  convinced  that  their  welfare  was  effeft- 
ually  fecured  without  the  intervention  of  an  au- 
thority to  the  effefts  of  which  they  were  ftrangers, 
they  would  have  been  very  little  iblicitous  about  a 
flria  compliance  with  a  promife  from  which  fhey 

*  Sur  rAdminiiirationy  p.  36. 

*  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  31. 

^  Necker  himlclf  rs  ace u fed,  ami  I  believe  juftly,  of  havin^r  in- 
creaftd  and  favoured  this  liccntioufntfs  in  order  to  promote  the  fuccefs 
•f  bis  own  view««     Sc«  bouille'i  Memoirs^  p.  SS,  xa6. 
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could  have  derived  no  advantage.  I  am  far  from 
being  inclined  to  queftion  the  ftedfaft  virtue  of  the 
unfortunate  Louis ;  but  had  prudent  and  vigorous 
meafures  been  adopted,  and  a  little  delay  interpofed, 
the  popular  ardour  would  have  cooled,  and  the 
ftates-general  have  met  for  no  other  purpofes  than 
thanks  and  congratulatory  addrefles.  It  has  been 
obferved  that  CaJonne  convoked  the  notables,  not 
to  difcufs  but  to  admire  his  plans ' ;  the  iame  mav 
be  faid  of  Necker  with  refpeft  to  the  ftatesn^oieraL 
He  looked  forward  with  confidence  to  their  meet- 
ing "",  and  anticipated  the  pleafure  of  placing  a  line 
offorbearance  between  the  power  of  the  fuperior, 
and  encroachment  of  the  inferior  orders.  A 
fplendid  vifion,  fit  to  inflame  the  fancy  of  a  young 
fpeculift,  but  a  fhameful  refult  of  his  age  and  ex« 
perience. 
Second  ob.  The  fame  motives  which  induced  him  to  effcfl: 
wfiMd!*  *^  convocation  of  the  ftates-general,  undoubtedly 
influenced  him  to  promote  the  double  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  tiers  etaU  His  perfeverance  in  this  point 
is  remarkable,  and  no.  propriety  of  intention  can 
acquit  him  of  the  blame  attached  to  the  confc* 
quences.  Confcious  of  this  truth,  Necker  has  de- 
fended himfelf  with  great  warmth,  and  at  much 
length,  .though  without  any  great  effeft.  His 
apology  refts  principally  on  the  uncertainty  of  the 
antient  precedents ;  on  the  eagernefs  of  public 
cxpedation  ;  the  diflfufion  of  light ;  and  the  unim- 

g^rtance  of  number,  if  the  eftates  voted  by  order  ^ 
very  confideration   which  could  be  drawn  from 

*  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.i.  p.  45. 

»»  In  [proof  of  this  aflcrtion,  fee  Sur  TAdminiftration,  &c,  p.  ?»# 
31,  33»  ant^  tJ^e  following  pngef,  wheie  this  objcirlion  is  difcoficil  by 
fimfelf.  This  work  was  pub)i(hed  in  1791,  and  tnteniled  to  be  read 
in  France.  U is  book  called  "  On  the  Ficnch  Rcvohiuon"  muft  be 
perufed  with  more  caii'jon  on  this  oait'ciiiar  topic,  as  it  was  written 
five  years  later,  when  more  horrible  calamities  had  refylted  irem  bis. 
f;it9i  error. 

^  Oa  the  Rerolution^  vol.  i  • 
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thefe  principles,  ought  to  have  produced  a  dedfionin 
the  mind  of  the  minifter  contrary  to  that  he  adopted. 
The  uncertainty  which  prevailed  in  times  of  dark- 
nels  and  ignorance  could  not  be  any  ground  of 
determination,  and  the  deOre  of  diftindion,    the 
affeftation  of   knowledge,    and    the  folicitude  to 
gratify  public  expedation,  which  were  prevalent, 
fliould  have  made  him  very  cautious  of  trufting 
thofe  powers  to  a  greater  nulnber  than  was  abfo« 
lutely  neceflary.     A  great  body  of  the  tiers  etat  in 
1614,  had  a  great  body  been  really  collefted,  would 
have  been  of  fmall  importance,  eafily  overpowered 
by  argument,  eafily  difperfed  by  force  j  but  in  1789, 
a  very  fmall  body,  fupported  by  the  public  opinion, 
ftrong  in  intelligence,  and  a£tive  in  refearch,  could 
not  have  been  reftrained  or  difperfed  by. any  power 
poffeffed  by  government:  had  they  only  equalled 
cither  of  the  other  orders,  they  would  have  been 
refpedable  and  indivifible,  but  the  pride  and  im« 
pofing  afpeft  of  a  large  majority,  or  duplication, 
could  not  fail,  as  in  fad  it  happened,  to  render 
them  haugljty,  reftlefs,  turbulent,  and  overbearing  ; 
m  fhort,  to  occafion  the  fubjugation  and  dqflrudion 
of  the  other  two   claffes.    Necker  could  not  err 
through  ignorance,  as  he  had  taken  every  pofTible 
means  to  obtain  information ;  he  certainly  was  not 
malicious  enough  to  wifh  the  overthrow  of  that 
prince  who  placed  the  moil  implicit  confidence  in 
him,  and  for  whom   he  conftantly  profeffes    the 
fincerefl  aflFedion ;  vanity  alone  muft  have  influenced 
his  determination,  the  wi(h  to  do  good,  and  the 
fond  expectation  of  making  himfelf  illuftrious  in 
the  eyes  of  a  numerous  and  enlightened  ailembly, 
perverted  his  judgment,  and  occafioned  this  egre- 
gious error.      Imperfeftly  acquainted  with  the  laws 
and  cufloms  of  France,  he  appointed  certain  perfons 
to  fearch  into  hiftorical  regifters^,  for  the  forms  of 
convening  the  ftates-general  on  preceding  occafions; 
but  as   their  report,  in  all  probability,  contained 
VOL.  lu  M  nothiRj 
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nothing  in  fupport  of  his  favourite  plan,  he  never 
publiflied  it.  The  parliament  of  Paris  paffed  a 
decree,  to  the  furprife  of  moft  people,  that  the  ftates 
fhould  be  convened  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  1 6 14; 
but  this  ftep,  in  which  they  exceeded  their  authority, 
only  expofed  them  to  unpopularity  and  contempt, 
and  accelerated  their  annihilation,  without  altering 
the  Tefolution  of  the  minifter.  He  prevailed  on  the 
king  to  convene  the  fame  notables  as  had  been 
affembled  by  Calonne ;  they  were  divided  into  fix 
committees,  the  majority  of  all  of  which,  except 
one,  recommended  the  model  of  16 14;  that  one 
was  the  feftion  of  Monfieur,  where,  by  the  majority 
of  a  fingle  vote,  the  queftion  of  a  double  reprefent- 
ation  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  Yet  the  con- 
currence  of  all  thefe  opinions  could  not  alter  the 
determination  of  Necker*.  The  only  reafon  he 
gives  for  this  invincible  obftinacy  is,  that  though  it 
occafioned  him  a  great  deal  of  pain  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  the  notables,  yet  this  difference  was 
infurmountable,  becaufe  the  impulfe  of  his  con- 
fcience,  and  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  according  to 
his  ideas,  (felon  mes  lumieres^)  impofed  on  him  as  a 
rigorous  duty  to  follow  the  line  of  conduft  he 
adopted  on  that  memorable  occafion '. 
Third  ob-  Necker  fays  in  his  own  defence,  that  the  great 
l^incV*' 4"^^^^^^  in  1789,  and  at  all  times,  was  not  the 
refpeftive  number  of  the  deputies  of  the  three 
orders,  but  their  manner  of  deliberating,  by  head 
or  by  bailiwick,  with  the  orders  conjoined  or 
feparate  ^.  If  he  was  really  impreffed  with  the  im- 
portance of  this  queftion,  and  felt  all  the  confe- 
quences  which  muft  refult  from  its  decifion,  it  is 
matter  of  great  aftonifliment  that  he  fhould  not  fix" 

•  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  106—113.  Bertrand't  Memoirs,  vol.i. 
p,  157.  Expofition  abreg6,  par  A.  Dillon,  p.  S.  See  alfo  ihe  Im* 
partial  Hiftory,  Rabaud,  &c.  &c. 

P  8ur  rAdminiftration,  &c.  p.  44.* 

t  Oa  the  Rerolatioii,  vol.  i.  p.  66* 
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It  on  fome  certain  bafis,  but  leave  it  open  to  the 
detennination  of  the  parties  themfelves,  affembled 
and  judging  with  afperity  of  each  other's  views  and 
encroachments.  The  notables  declared  their  opinioa 
in  favour  of  a  feparate  confultation,  and  of  voting  by 
orders,  which  left  to  the  tiers  etat  their  due  fhare  in 
the  deliberative  adminiftration.  Necker,  in  affeft- 
ing  to  leave  this  queftion  open,  while  he  decided 
that  of  double  reprefentation,  betrays  a  fliare  of 
duplicity  which  derogates  much  from  his  moral  cha- 
rafter;  he  muft  have  previoufly  refolved  it  in  his  owa 
mind,  for,  in  fad,  the  decifion  of  the  one  queftion 
virtually  determines  the  other.  It  is  mere  affedla- 
tion  to  fay,  that  if  the  ftates-general  voted  by  orders, 
the  numeration  of  the  tiers  etat  was  a  matter  of 
indifference.  If  the  tiers  etat  equalled  in  number 
the  other  two  eftates  coUeftively,  it  is  manifeft  they 
could  carry  every  point,  without  affefting  the  lean: 
deference  to  them,  if  they  voted  by  poll  j  or  if  they 
only  equalled  one  of  the  other  two,  their  body 
united,  availing  itfelf  of  cabal,  clamour^  and  public 
opinion,  would  afluredly  have  been  able,  on  moft 
queftions,  to  have  fecured  a  majority.  A  body 
compofed  of  many  members  is  more  impofing  in  its 
general  appearance,  and  attaches  to  itfelf  a  greater 
fhare  of  confideration  than  would  be  beflowed  on 
one  of  half  its  magnitude ;  and  it  was  obvious  that 
fhould  the  tiers  etat^  compofed  of  a  double  number, 
by  obflinate  clamour,  by  exciting  the  people,  or 
through  the  neceflities  of  the  ftate,  ever  fucceed  in 
obtaining  a  confultation,  or  joint  operation  with  the 
other  orders,  their  viftory  would  then  be  complete, 
and  the  clergy  and  nobility  for  ever  chained  to  a 
dependence  on  them.  To  leave,  therefore,  the 
determination  of  this  queftion  to  the  ftates-general 
affembled,  was,  in  faft,  as  Rabaud  fays ',  giving  the 
viftory  to  the  ftrohger,  and  as  he  had  already  de* 

«■  Hlftory  of  the  Revolution,,  p,  65* 
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cided,  on  his  own  authority,  to  which  party  that 
epithet  fliould  apply,  he  had  refolved  to  be  anfwer- 
able  for  all  the  confequences  of  the  determination  of 
both  thefe  important  queftions  *. 
Fourth  ob-  At  lead  it  might  have  been  expedled,  thatNeckcr 
amincd!*"  having  determined  on  an  experiment  fo  novel  and 
hazardous  as  that  of  throwing  fo  large  a  fhare  of 
power  and  qonfequence  into  the  hands  of  the  tiers 
etaty  would  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  abufe 
of  it,  by  influencing  the  eleftions,  fo  as  to  procure 
the  return  of  as  many  of  the  king's  friends  and  men 
of  moderate  views  as  poflible.  The  author  of  the 
effay  on  the  importance  of  religious  opinions  could 
not  be  ignorant  th^t,  in  France,  religion  was  falling 
into  contempt,  and  that  the  minifters  of  it  were 
regarded  with  jealoufy  and  hatred.  He  could  not 
be  uninformed  of  the  bias  given  to  the  public  opi-^ 
nion  by  the  fwarm  of  pamphlets  daily  iflired ;  or  of 
the  eflforts  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  other  peribm 
to  give  efFeft  to  this  perverfion  of  judgment  by  in- 
fluencing the  eledions,  and  procuring  the  cabiers, 
or  intended  inftru6Uons  to  the  deputies  to  be 
written  in  a  ftyle  correfponding  with  their  dangerous 
views.  It  was  then  his  duty,  as  a  faithful  fervant 
of  the  crown,  to  have  counter^fted  thefe  at- 
tempts by  an  exertion  of  his  popularity,  and  by 
the  interpofition  of  his  influence.  This,  he  fays, 
his  fenfe  of  honour  forbad,  nor  did  he  think  it  necef- 
fary,  as  it  was  of  lefs  importance  that  the  king 
ihould  have  friends  in  the  flates-general  than  in  the 
nation  at  large'.  Weak  and  miferable  fophiftry! 
If  every  fpeculative  egotifl  was  permitted  to  fhare 
the  popular  fuflfrage,  what  portion  could  poflibly  be 
left  for  the  monarch  ?  And  what  could  defend  his 
rights  and  thofe  of  the  privileged  orders,  in  the 
prefent  flate  of  the  popular  mind,  jfrom  invafion 

•  Moore't  View,  yoI.  i\  p.  104.  Paget  Hiftoire  Secrete,  Yol.i. 
p.  So.  Hiftorical  SketSch,  p.  51.  See  alio  the  otbor  hiftoriet  of  th< 
period.  '      <  Oa  die  RcYoiution^  p.  99. 

and 
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and  deftniftion,  but  a  due  care  to  counteraft  thofe 
who  were  openly  forming  a  party  againft  them, 
and  whofe  influence  over  the  public  opinion 
threatened  the  moft  alarming  confequences.  But 
though  his  fenfe  of  honour  prevented  his  influencing 
any  returns  favourable  to  the  fuperior  orders,  he 
did  not  feel  the  fame  delicacy^  with  refpeft  to  the 
tiers  etat^  for  whom,  befides  their  advantage  of 
double  reprefentation,  he  contrived  to  procure  fuch 
a  preponderance  in  the  clerical  body,  as  was  alone 
fufficient  to  infure  fuccefs  to  any  attack  they  might 
choofe  to  make  on  the  privileged  orders.  This  was 
effefted  by  overpowering  the  f iiffrages  of  the  bene- 
ficiaries, dignitaries,  and  great  proprietors  of  church 
lands,  by  admitting  the  falaried  curates,  who,  in 
every  refpeft,  relating  to  the  purpofes  of  their  con- 
vocation, belonged  to  the  tiers  etatj  to  a  numerical 
equality  of  vote.  On  the  other  hand,  the  canons 
and  monks,  who  were  attached  to  the  higher  order 
of  the  clergy,  were  deprived  of  their  counterpoife 
by  a  regulation  which  reftrifted  their  fending  more 
than  one  in  ten  of  their  number  to  the  eleftoral 
aflemblies.  Hence  the  great  difproportion  between 
the  cures  and  the  higher  clergy  in  the  aflembly  of 
the  ftates".     In   like  manner   to   overwhelm   thie 

*  Expofition  sibr£g6,  par  Arthur  Dillon^  p.  ii.  M.  de  Bouill6  « 
6ysz  ••  The  ilates- general  confirted  of  men  very  proper  for  the  cxe~ 
"  cution  of  Necker^  purpofes.  The  ecclefiaftical  members  were 
"  principally  chofen  from  among  the  inferior  clergy,  wiihou.t  livings 
"  or  property,  oppofed  to  thofe  of  the  higher  order,  who  were  fewer 
"  in  number.  Among  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nobility  were  many 
**  of  thofe  fubtle,  daring,  enterprifing  men,  who  had  introduced 
**  themfelTes  with  a  view  to  corrupt  and  divide  that  orders  laftly,  the 
"  third  eftate  were  allowed  a  double  reprefentation.  This  aflembly 
'"  was  open  to  that  defcription  of  men,  fo  numerous  and  dangerous  in 
''  France,  who  lived  by  their  talents,  their  literary  abilities,  and  their 
**  induftry,  deriving  their  importance  from  the  weaknefs  and  credu- 
**  lity  of  mankind— •lawyers,  principally  of  the  loweft  clafs,  phyfi* 
**  cians,  artifts,  writers  of  little  or  no  eminence,  and  men  without 
"  either  rank  or  property."  The  author  adds  in  a  note,  *«  Of  three 
"  Hundred  members  which  reprefented  the  clergy,  two  hundred  and 
**  eight  were  poflefled  of  no  eccleiiaftical  dignity  t  of  (ix  hundred 
"  n'embers  who  reprefented  the  tiers  etau  three  hundred  and  fcveniy- 
''  foor  were  profefl&rs  of  the  law."    MexnoiiSi  p.  88. 
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influence  of  landed  proprietors,  he  procured  fpeclsj 
decrees  of  council,  forbidding  the  country  electors 
from  interfering  or  voting  in  ele£tions  for  towns  and 
cities,  but  permitting  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  to 
vote  in  the  country  baiiliages,  by  which  means  a 
great  number  of  provincial  lawyers  and  needy  fpe- 
culifts  were  returned,  to  the  excluCon  of  the  more 
refpeftable  caft  of  candidates  *.  He  alfo  (hewed  his 
decided  pteference  of  the  tiers  eiat  by  fufpending, 
by  order  of  council,  all  judicial  proceedings  com- 
menced in  Britanny,  on  account  of  the  popular 
infurredtions  ^. 

In  thefe  obfervations  I  have,  in  fome  meafurci 
anticipated  events;  but  to  refume  the  courfe  of 
Report  to  narration :  foon  after  the  difTolution  of  the  notables, 
ScIT^'^'ss  ^^^  minifter  made  a  report  to  the  king  in  council, 
*^*'^  'which  was  afterwards  publiflied,  wherein  he  dif- 
played  a  fhallownefs,  egotifm,  and  vanity,  entitled 
to  commiferation  ;  he  traverfed,  with  a  fophiftry  un- 
worthy a  minifter,  the  decifions  of  the  notables, 
and  giving  as  a  motive  the  impoftng  minority  of  the 
notables,  and  what  he  calls  le  bruit  Jourdde  P Europe^ 
decided  the  mod  important  queuions  which  had 
engaged  their  attention,  in  a  manner  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  them.  He  determined  that  the  tiers 
etat  fhould  have  a  double  reprefentation,  but  advifed 
them  not  to  infift  on  voting  by  poll,  but  always  in 
different  orders ;  he  flattered  their  vanity  and 
elevated  their  infolence,  by  attributing  to  them  all 
the  knowledge  and  refpeftability  which  remained  in 
the  kingdom  ;  he  infulted  the  crown  by  an  aflPeftedfy 
philofophical  declamation  on  the  advantages  of  an 
abridged  jurifdiftion ;  and  to  fliew  that  tUe  pro- 
bable mifchiefs  of  his  meafures  were  not  out  of  his 
contemplation,  that  they  might  probably  produce, 
the  difgrganization  of  all  authority,  the  influx  of 

«  Bouill^'s  Memoirs,  p,  14. 

y  Bertrand*t  Memoirs^  vol.!.  p«  159. 
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all  licentioufnefs,  he  modejily  afTures  the  king,  as  a. 
recompence  for  what  he  might  fixffer,  that  he  would 
ilill  retain  the  power  of  diffnlffing  the  minijier  who  bad 
influenced  his  deliberations  *. 

Necker*s  conduft  in  the  whole  of  this  bufmefs  9^^®"^ 
appears  fo  remote  from  wifdom  and  fo  perverfe,  hUcon. 
that  his  motives  are  not  eafily  defined.  I  do  not  dua. 
believe  he  was  influenced  by  avarice ;  his  fortune 
was  already  made ;  and  agauift  the  charges  of 
gratifying  religious  pride  by  the  abafement  of  the 
clergy,  and  of  indulging  his  natural  prejudice  in 
fevour  of  democracy,  by  the  debafement  of  thp 
fuperior  orders,  he  has  ably  defended  himfelf*. 
He  avows,  indeed,  that  one  of  his  motives  was  the 
hope  of  retaining  his  fituation,  in  fpite  of  the  will 
of  the  fovereign  **,  but  even  that  defire,  and  all  the 
reft  of  his  conduft  may  be  referred  to  the  impulfe 
of  vanity,  which  in  him  prevailed  as  a  pafGon,  and 
fu^ued  reafon.  Flattered  by  the  popularity  con- 
ferred on  him  by  circumftances,  raifed  by  the 
corrupting  influence  of  unvaried  fuccefs  to  a  pecu- 
liar complacency  of  felf-contemplation,  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  he  was  fo  far  the  dupe  of  his  own 
confidence,  as  to  believe  that  when  once  he  had 
advanced  his  popularity  to  the  higheft  pitch,  by 
gaining  for  the  people,  in  oppoiition  to  the  notables 
and  the  privileged  orders,  what  they  fo  ardently 
deflred,  he  fhould  be  able  to  mould  their  reprefenta- 
thres  to  his  will,  and,  by  exerting  his  influence 
betweea  them  and  the  king,  be  enabled  to  bring 

*  Moore'^s  Viewy  vol.  i.  p.  113  to  ixo.  Ex|)ofition9  &c.  par  Ar- 
thur Dillon,  p.  10.    Wilde's  Addreft,  p.  392. 

*  On  the  Revolution,  Yol.  u  p.  313.  See  alfo  BertrtndU  Memoiri, 
Yol.i.  p.  177. 

^  "  J'avois  connu  tnieux  que  perfonne,  combien  etoit  inftable  U 
"  paifa^r  le  bien  que  ]*on  pouvoit  faii'e  Tout  un  gouvernement  ou  les 
"  principes  d*adnntni(lration  cbangent  au  gre  des  miniftresy  &  let  mi- 
•*  niftres  au  gre  de  rinirigue.  J'avoiso  bferve  que  dans  le  cours  paQager 
*'  (le  radminiftration  des  hommes  publics,  aucune  idee  generale 
"  n*avoit  le  terns  de  Vetablir,  aucun  bienfait  ne  pouvoit  fe  cpnfolider." 
Sur  l*AdmimflratioD^  &c«  p.  36. 
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about  fuch  reforms,  both  in  the  government  and 
finances,  as  he  thought  neceflary. 
Hit  popu.  At  this  pericxl  Necker's  popularity  was  un- 
hrityand  bounded,  and  the  court  placed  implicit  reliance  on 
the  integrity  of  his  motives  and  the  efficacy  of  his 
endeavours ;  for  though  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
except  Orleans,  had  united  in  prefenting  to  the 
crown  a  memorial  refpefUng  the  inflamed  ftate  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  danger  of  a  revolution  in 
the  opinion  of  the  people  refpefting  the  neceffary 
form  of  government,  Necker's  opinion  was  adopted 
by  the  council,  and,  in  fpite  of  the  remonftranccs 
of  fome  of  their  more  anxious  and  clear-fighted 
friends,  recommended  by  the  queen,  and  lanctioncd 
by  the  king  % 

This  confidence  ought  to  have  been  repaid  by  a 

inoft  zealous  attention  to  the  happinefs  and  welrare 

of  the  royal  family,  but  that  was  not  the  cafe ;  for 

though  it  is  notorious,  that  during  the  whole,  of 

Necker*s   adminiftration,  the  moft  fhameful  libels 

on  them  and  on  the  whole  court  were  profufely 

circulated,  and  produced  the  moft  baleful  effeft,  he 

did  not  take  the  flighteft  ftep  towards  preventing 

or  even  difcotragrng  them;  and  though  irritable, 

and  even  vindictive  at  the  moft  triflmg  farcafm 

againft  himfelf,   he    fuffered  thofe  againft    every 

other  perfon  to  go  unpuniflied  ^. 

tyss-j.        His  report  was  publifhed  at  a  very  critical  period, 

Severity  of  ^hcu  the  j^cople  wcre  diftrefled  by  the  rigour  of  an 

^*°  ^'  cxceflively  cold  winter,  alarmed  ty  the  fear  of  want, 

and  fupported  only  by  the  charitable  donations  of 

the  rich.     Necker  had  exhibited  confiderable  affeft- 

ation  of  philanthropy  on  this  point.     I  have  already 

mentioned  his  exertions  with  refpeft  to  grain,  and 

in  addition  to  thefe  he  made  a  public  experiment 

«  Hiftorical  Skctchet,  p.  8i.    Bertrand*t  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  159 
«nd  16 1.     Wilde^s  Addrefs,  p.  391.' 
4  SeeYoung'iTnivelf^p.  104..  Bcitrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  153* 
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refpefling  butchers*  meat  He  fent  to  St.  Germain 
for  au  "^x,  had  it  weighed,  killed,  and  weighed 
again,  dedu6ting  the  Ikin,  horns,  hoofs,  &c.  He 
£monftrated  that  the  butchers  fold  at  a  profit  of 
fifty  per  cent,  but  the  information  was  the  only  ad- 
Tantage  which  refulted  to  the  public,  as  no  attempt 
was  made  to  reduce  the  price  of  provilions  *.  Yet 
thefe  trifles  augmented  the  popularity  of  the  minifter, 
and  he  was  defirous  of  deriving  every  advantage 
from  it,  by  procuring  the  aflembly  to  be  held  at 
Paris.  This  he  has  fince  acknowledged  to  be  an 
error,  and  acquiefces  in  the  propriety  of  their 
judgment  who  over-ruled  his,  and  made  Verfailles 
the  place  of  fitting.  But  had  the  operation  of 
drcumftanoes,  and  the  known  intrigues  of  perfons 
in  the  capital  been  duly  adverted  to,  the  place  of 
fitting  flioul^  have  been  ftill  farther  removed  from 
that  peftilential  atmofphere  \ 

At  length  the  ftates-general  were  opened  at  Ver-    5th  May 
lailles.    The  day  commenced  with  an  aft  of  reli*  ^^J^Jj 
gion :  the  deputies  attended  the  king  to  the  church  ©f  the 
of  St.  Louis,  where  a  fermon  was  preached  by  the  ftates.gc* 
biflic^  of  Nancy,  on  the  importance  of  religion  to  "  * 
the  well-being  of  a  ftate.     From  church  they  went 
to  the  hall  appointed  for  the  ftates.     The  king  was 
feated  on  a  throne,  the  queen  on  one  at  his  fide, 
but  not  fo  high  ;   the  princes  of  the  blood  (except 
Orleans)  were  feated  around;  the  clergy  and  nobleflfe 
at  oppoiite  fides  of  the  hall ;   and  the  tiers  etat  at 
the  lower  end.     The  king  made  a  fpeech,  in  which 
he  complimented  the  ftates  on  their  meeting,  ad- 
verted to  the  condition  of  the  revenue,  and  pointed 
out  many  objefts  of  public  importjince  to  their  at- 
tention.   He  was  followed  by  M.Barretin,  keeper 
of  the  feals,  who  faid   his  majefty  had  complied 
with  the  wiflies  of  his  fubjefts  in  granting  a  double 

•  Playfair*t  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  96. 

/Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  68.     Rabaud,  p.  67.     Sur  TAdnii- 
BiftratioD,  &c.  p.  61.  63.    Wilde*s  Addrefs,  p.  490. 

reprefentation 
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rcprefentation  to  the  tiers  etat ;  but  left  to  the  three 
orders  to  adjuft  amongft  themfelves  the  pomt  of 
voting  by  orders  or  by  poll.  This  fpeech  was  little 
attended  to;  but  Necker's,  which  lafted  three 
hours,  was  complimented  by  the  moft  profound  and 
uninterrupted  attention.  The  oration  however  gave 
but  little  fatisfaftion;  he  was  not  beloved  by  the 
nobility  or  clergy,  and  the  tiers  etat^  influenced  by 
faftion,  and  bent  cfn  extenfive  plans  of  reform,  re- 
ceived his  moderate  ideas  with  contempt  and  anger, 
and  liftened  with  impatience  to  his  financial  calcu- 
lations.  Many  ftriaures  on  his  fpeech  were  pub- 
Kflied  J  and  from  them  he  might  have  learnt  more 
properly  to  appreciate  his  own  talents  and  popu- 
larity ^.  It  is  aiferted,  that  he  paid  more  attention 
to  the  ftyle  and  deliverv  than  to  the  matter  of  the 
harangue.  The  foUowmg  character  o^  and  anec- 
dote  refpe£ting  it,  are  fupplied  by  Arthur  Young  ^. 
— *'  The  worft  thing  I  know  of  Necker  is  his  fpeech 
•*  to  the  ftates  on  their  affembling ;  a  great  oppor- 
**  tunity,  but  loft:  no  great  leading  or  mafterly 
**  views ;  no  decifion  on  circumftances  in  which  the 
**  people  ought  to  be  relieved,  and  new  principles 
*'  of  government  adopted.  It  is  the  fpeech  you 
**  would  expeft  from  a  banker's  clerk  of  fome  abi- 
**  lity.  Concerning  it  there  is  an  anecdote  worth 
**  inferting:  he  knew  his  voice  would  not  enable 
**  him  to  go  through  the  whole  of  it  in  fo  large  a 
**  room,  and  to  fo  numerous  an  aflembly }  and 
**  therefore  he  had  fpoken  to  Monf.  de  Brouffonet, 
**  of  the  academy  of  fciences,  and  fecretary  to  the 
**  royal  fociety  of  agriculture,  to  be  in  reacUnefe  to 

f  Impartial  Hiftoiy,  toKi.  p.  73.  Rabaiid*s  Hiftory,  p.  74,  75* 
Set  Obiervations  on  the  place  of  fitting  and  manner  of  debating! 
Young*s  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  no.  Amongft  the  moft  I'cvcre  cenfors  of 
Necker  was  Mirabeau,  whofe  journal  was  fuppreflTed  by  an  order  of 
council  obtained  at  Necker*8  requeft.  Young*s  Travels,  p*ii3* 
^oore^s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  aoi.  See  alfo  Playfair^s  Hiftory  of  Ja4;0b- 
inifm,  p.  ii6.     A.  DilloD*t  Expofition  abr6ge,  p.  i6|  17* 

^  'i  ravelsy  p.  109. 
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"  read  it  for  hira.  He  had  been  prefent  at  an  an- 
"  nual  general  meeting  of  that  fociety,  when  Monf. 
^^  Brouflbnet  had  made  a  difcourfe  with  a  powerful 
^*  piercing  voice,  that  was  heard  diftinftly  to  the 
*•  greateft  diftance.  This  gentleman  attended  him 
**  feveral  times  to  take  his  inftruftions,  and  be  fure 
**  of  underftanding  the  interlineations  that  were 
^'  made  foon  after  the  fpeech  was  finifhed.  M. 
^*  Brouflbnet  was  with  him  in  the  evening  before 
"  the  affembly  of  the  ftates,  at  nine  o'clock ;  and 
^  next  day,  when  he  came  to  read  it  in  public,  he 
*^  found  ftill  more  correftions  and  alterations,  which 
**  Necker  had  .  made  after  quitting  him :  they 
«  were  chiefly  in  ftyle,  and  fliew  how  very  fo- 
**  licitous  he  was  in  regard  to  the  form  and  decora-^ 
"  tion  of  his  matter.  The  ideas,  in  my  opinion^ 
**  wanted  this  attention  more  than  the  ftyle,  IVL 
^*  Brouflbnet  himfelf  told  me  this  little  anecdote/* 
The  ftates-general  were  thus  compofed  * ; 

The  Clergy  were  refrefented  by  Compofi^ 

48  Bifliops  and  archbifliops  5  ^^^  ^• 

35  Abb^s,  canons,  or  beneficed  clergymen ;  and  *'*• 

ao8  Cures,  or  clergymen  having  livings  wi(h  the  cure 
of  fouU. 
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^  Conjuration  de  d*0rleansy  vol.  i.  p.  at6.  ^'  The  nobility  and 
•*  higher  order  of  the  clergjr  of  Britanny  had  refufed  to  name  their 
**  deputies  to  the  ftates-general 9  upon  the  pretence  that  the  form  of 
'<  tneir  convocation  was  contrary  to  the  cuftoms  and  privileges  of  the 
**  province.  ihe  ten  deputies  that  the  higher  clergy  had  named, 
''  were  re-placed  by  ten  curates  who  belonged  to  the  order  du  Hen,  at 
**  leaft  by  birth  i  ^ut  the  twenty-one  deputies  which  the  noblefle  of 
'*  Briranny  ought  to  have  fent,  were  not  replaced  by  the  other  pro- 
**  vincet  $  therefore  the  order  of  the  nobility  had,  in  the  ftates-gene* 
**  ral»  twenty-one  members  lefs}  and  the  order  of  the  tiers  had  about 
"  ten  members  more  than  they  ought.*'    Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  i* 
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The  Nobility^  by 

1 8  Grand  baiUis^  fenechaux,  or  heads  of  diftri£li  ; 
224  Gentlemeni  or  men  of  family  $  and 
a8  Magiftratea  of  the  fuperior  courts. 
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The  Tiers  EtaU  by 


2  EcclefiaftiC8,  or  beneficed  clergymen  j 
12  Gentlemen  of  family^ 
16  Phyficians} 

18  Mayors,  or  heads  of  corporations ; 
162  Officers  of  bailliages^  or  inferior  courts  of  jufttce; 
176  Bourgeois^  merchantS|  land-owners^  and  farmers; 

and 
212  Lawyers* 
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Impolicy       Th^  latter  order  having  fo  great  a  majority,  and 
«f  the  pro.  being  fo  completely  in  poffeffion  of  the  public  pre- 
with*re-     dileaion,  it  would  have  fhewn  wifdom  as  well  as 
fpca  to     moderation  in  the  two  fuperior  orders,  and  in  the 
drcfs,  &c.  court,  to  have  acquired  a  Ihare  in  the  good  opinion 
of  the  people,  if  poffible,  by  treating  them  with  ap- 
parent refpeft  and  diftinftion.     This  however  was 
not  done.     On  the  day  of  their  proceffion  to  Ver- 
failles,  the  drefs  was  arranged  by  an  order  from  the 
court :  that  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  was  pompous 
and  impofing,  and  the  wealth  and  tafte  of  many  of 
the  wearers  enabled  them  to  render  it  brilliant  and 
dazzling :  that  of  the  tiers  etat  confifted  merely  of 
a  little  black  fluff  cloak,  fuch  as  was  worn  by  fome 
of  the  profeffion  of  lawyers,  and  which,  joined  .to 
any  other  drefs  than   black,  which*  many  of  the 
members  did  not  wear,  had  a  mean  and  ridiculous 
appearance.    But  the  effed  on  the  populace  was 

9  entirely 


NECK  E  R.  lyj 

ftidrely  different  from  what  this  fpeftacle  might 
have  been  expefted  to  produce.  At  the  approach 
of  every  individual  of  the  fuperior  orders,  (except 
Orleans,)  filence,  or  clamorous  reproach  inter- 
mingled with  threats,  prevailed ;  while  the  humbly- 
clad  members  of  the  favourite  order  were  hailed 
with  ftiouts  of  Five  le  tiers  etat ;  and  many  of  them 
friends  of  Orleans  congratulated  by  name.  In 
like  manner  their  reception  in  the  hall  of  affembly 
infpired  difguft :  to  the  clergy  and  nobility,  both 
the  folding  doors  were  thrown  open ;  to  the  tiers 
ttat,  only  one.  The  diftinfUon  may  be  maintained 
by  precedent ;  but  fo  much  of  eftabliflied  ufage  had 
been  already  foregone,  and  the  people  were  difpofed 
to  demand  a  relinquifhment  of  fo  much  more,  that 
found  policy  would  have  diftated  a  little  flexibility 
t>n  the  occafion ;  for  the  temper  of  the  people, 
notwithftanding  the  new  lights  they  had  gained 
from  philofophy,  was  not  fufficiently  philofophical 
to  look  on  thefe  trifles  with  unconcern,  or  even 
vridiout  confiderable  rancour  K 

The  tiers  etaty  obedient  to  the  injunftions  of  the  Obftinaey 
party  who  procured  the  return  of  the  majority,  and 
heated  by  the  applaufes  and  inftigations  of  the  pam- 
phleteers, loft:  no  time  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  ad- 
vantage which  their  fuperiority  in  number  gave 
them  over  the  other  two  claffes.  They  refifted 
every  ftep  which  tended  to  efl:ablifli  a  precedent  of 
their  fitting  in  different  chambers,  or  voting  by 
orders  j  they  would  not  even  proceed  to  a  verifi- 
cation of  their  powers,  unlefs  the  other  two  orders 
would  meet  with  them  in  the  common  hall.  The 
nobility  and  clergy,  fenfible  that  they  were  contend- 
ing for  their  exiftence,  oppofed  this  meafure  with 
great  obftinacy  for  feveral  weeks,  the  majority  of 
wch  refufing  to  take  a  fl:ep  which  had  an  obvious 

^  Pages,  ToK  t,  p.  98.  and  MoQre*t  View,  vol.  i.  p.  146.  et  feq, 
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tendency  to  their  political  deftniftiom  Public  bufi- 
nefs  was  at  a  ftand  ;  the  people  became  clamorous } 
the  king  propofed  a  conciliatory  meafure  in  vain ; 
the  tiers  etat  refolutely  rejected  every  plan  but  an 
unconditional  aflbciation  of  all  the  orders,  and  a 
S7tlijuiy  community  of  debate  and  operation.  Encouraged 
*'  ^*  at  length  by  the  partiality  of  the  people,  and  anxious 
to  do  fomething  in  their  new  charader,  the  de- 
puties, after  fending  repeated  meflages  inviting  the 
clergy  and  nobility  to  join  them,  proceeded  to  a 
verification  of  their  powers.  They  were  at  this 
time  joined  only  by  three  cures :  thefe  men,  difgufted 
at  their  want  of  importance  amongft  the  dignitaries 
of  the  church,  threw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of 
the  tiers  etaty  who  received  them  with  tranfport, 
looking  on  the  event  as  a  preliide  to  a  complete 
viftory  on  their  part.  They  proceeded  to  bufinefe 
without  lofs  of  time ;  and  having,  aftef  a  debate  of 
much  length,  and  in  which  great  aflfeftation  of  ver- 
bal precifion  was  difplayed,  adopted  the  name  of 
THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  fct  about  reforming 
the  ftate,  with  an  eagemefs  which  promifed  difpatch. 
They  declared  the  total  illegality  of  all  the  exifUng 
taxes,  permitting  them,  however,  to  be  provifionally 
collefted  for  the  prefent,  and  till  their  further  order, 
or  diffolution,  from  what  caufe  foever.  They  fur- 
ther declared,  that  they  would  take  into  coniider- 
ation  the  national  debt ;  but  that  for  the  prefent  the 
creditors  of  the  ftate  were  under  the  lafeguard  of 
the  honour  of  the  French  nation.  The  majority  of 
the  clergy,  after  a  long  difcuffion  in  what  manner 
they  fhould  verify  their  powers,  refolved  to  join  the 
national  affembly '. 
Nfckep  Meantime  the   minifter,    whofe  vanity  had   led 

to^rfit/   ^^"^  ^o   fuppofe   that   he   could   reftrain   the   dif- 
ting.         orderly   motions   of    the    aflembly  whenever    he 
thought  proper ;   whofe  equivocal  declarations  at 

^  Xmpanial  Hiftory.    Rabaud.     Conjuration  de  d*0rIeanS|  &c. 
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their  firft  meeting,  and  whofe  condufl:  (mce,  had 
produced  and  inflamed  much  of  the  acrimonious 
fpirit  they  betrayed ;  alarmed  at  the  importance  of 
the  fteps  already  taken,  advifed  the  king  to  pro- 
claim a  royal  fitting  without  delay,  and  there  to  de- 
liver a  fpeech,  containing  a  plan  of  government  or 
declaration  of  rights,  which  he  had  compofed,  and 
which  he  expefted  would  tend  much  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  the  tiers  etaU  The  confidence  of  the 
kbg  was  not  in  the  lead  abated,  and  he  refolved  to 
follow  this  advice  without  delay.  Accordingly,  on  10th  June 
the  day  the  clergy  had  appointed  to  join  the  national 
affembly,  the  heralds  proclaimed  a  royal  fitting  for 
the  2  2d  ;  and  that,  in  confequence  of  the  prepara- 
tions which  muft  neceflarily  be  made  in  the  halls  of 
the  three  orders,  a  fufpenfion  of  the  fittings  muft 
take  place  till  after  that  day.  This  produced  the 
famous  oath  of  the  tennis-court,  and  the  fubfequent 
refolutions  and  tranfaftions  ". 

During  this  interval,  while  t^ie  king  was  at  Marli,  Nccker't 
and  the  plan  of  his  declaration  or  fpeech  at  the  royal  v^rnme^ 
fellion  was  under  difcuflion  in  the  council,  he  was  altered  in 
mduced  to  make  fome  alterations  in  the  words  or  <^o"»«»** 
form  of  it.     Necker,  who  had  been  ufed  to  fee  his 
diftates  implicitly  followed,  feems  to  have  refented 
this  proceeding.     Some  writers  have  afferted  that 
the  alterations  were  very  immaterial,  a  mere  change 
of  words " :   Necker  aflerts  that  his  plan  was  al- 
tered  in  many  important  particulars,  and  fpecifies 
fome,  but  does  not  give  the  whole  in  its  perfeft 
ftate,  alleging  that  it  was  burnt  by  a  friend  to  whom 
he  had  lent  it*.     Bertrand,  however,  has  pointed 
out  many  of  the  variations,  which  feem  viery  rea- 
fonable,    and   nothing  more   than  the    temperate 
efforts  of  the  king's  relatives  and  counfellors  to 
prevent  the  royal  authority  and  the  privileges  of  the 

•»  Sec  Bailly*  »  Moore^t  View,  vol.  i.  p.  as*. 
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fuperior  orders  from  being  uncondidonally  laid  at 
the  feet  of  the  tiers  eiat  ^.     I  fliall  refume  th«  dif- 
cuffion  of  Necker*8  conduft ;   but  firft  relate  the 
tranfaftions  of  the  day,  only  premifing,  that  Nec- 
ker's  intended  refignation  was  generally  circulated 
and  credited. 
%%A  June.      In  the  midft  of  jealoufies,  alarms,  and  evil  im- 
Royai       preflions,  the  royal  fitting  was  held.     The  ftreets 
*«^»««      of  Verfailles  were  lined  with  guards,  the  hall  of  the 
ftates  was  furrounded,  and  none  but  deputies  ad* 
mitted  '*.      While  the   nobility  and    clergy  were 
taking  their  places,  the  tiers  etat  were  obliged  to 
ihelter  themfelves  in  an  out-houfe  from  the  rain,  and 
when  admitted,  were  not  accommodated  with  feats. 
Thefe  were  moft  injudicious  meafures,  and  tended 
to,  increafe  the  prevailing  jealoufy,  and  add  to  the 
difcontents  of  the  day.  •  The  king  arrived  foon  after 
the  deputies  were  placed,  attended  by  a  pompous 
retinue,  the  princes  of  the  blood,  the  dukes  and 
peers:   four  heralds  and  their  king  at  arms  were 
placed  about  the  throne  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
nail ;   before  the  throne  was  a  table,  at  which  the 
minifters    were    feated,  except   Necker,    who  did 
not  attend.     This  circumftance,  which  feemed  tQ 
indicate  a  difapprobation  of  the  meafures  in  agita- 
tion, increafed  the  diflatisfadion  of  the  members; 
and  their  gloom  received  a  ftill  deeper  (hade  from 
the  accident  of  M.  Paporet,  one  of  the  king's  fecre- 
taries,  falling  down  in  an  apoplcftic  fit,  and  ex- 
piring in  the  hall. 
The  'Thus  furrounded  by  difguft,  prejudice,  and  dif- 

ft!eech.  fatisfaftion,  diverted  of  the  only  perfon  whofe  coun- 
tenance would  have  reftored  to  him,  in  any  degree, 
the  good  opinion  of  the  fmall  portion  among  thofc 
fubjefts  who  remained  untainted  by  the  contagion 
of  diiloyalty,  he  opened  the  feflion  by  an  introduce 

P  Memoirs,  voK  i.  p.  i6i« 
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tQl7  4ifcouHe»  after  ^hich  tbe  plan  was  read.  It 
annulled  tbe  proceedings  of  the  national  ailembly  ; 
reconMnended  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  fubjeft  to  cer- 
tam  reftriftions;  and  the  abolition  of  leitres-de'Cacbetj 
if  it  could  be  done  coniiftently  with  the  well-being 
of  individuals  and  of  the  public.  The  king  was  te- 
ftrained  from  impofing  any  new  tax  without  ^he 
confent  of  the  national  reprefentatives,  and  all  ex- 
cmptioAs  from*  the  payment  of  taxes  were  done 
away :  the  corvees  were  abolifhed  :  the  diftindion  of  < 

orders  was  to  be  preferyed,  allowing,  however,  the 
;hree  eftates  to  meet  and  debate  in  common,  with 
the  king's  approbation.  'Many  other  reforms  were 
propofed,  and  tbe  whole  plan  evinced  a  difppfition 
to  confult  the  real  good,  and  anticipate  many 
wiflies  of  the  people,  which  was  certainly  entitled 
to  the  greateft  gratitude  from  their  reprelentatives. 
It  was  Arceived  with  a  profound  filence,  rather  in« 
dica^jlve  of  difcontent  than  approbation ;  and  the 
kiag,  having  ordered  the  affembly  to  feparate  and 
meet  him  there  the  next  day,  retired,  attended  by 
the  nobility  and  part  of  the  clergy. 

The  affembly,  notwithftanding  this  order,  deli- Pi'oc^w'- 
vered  by  the  king  in  perfon,  and  enforced  by  a  met  i"^|nbiy^ 
lage  delivered  by  M.  de  Br^ze,  grand-mafter  of  the 
ceremonies,  commenced  an  aftive  debate,  or  rather  a 
ferics  of  vituperative  protefts  againft  the  procceedings 
of  the  day,  which  Camus  called  by  the  contemptu- 
ous and  u^popular  nzva^oi  a  bed  rfjii/lice.  They 
entered  into  refolutions  declaratory  of  their  adher- 
.ence  to  their  former  decrees,  that  the  perfons  of  the 
deputies  of  the  people  were  inviolable,  and*  de- 
nounced penalties  of  high  treafon  agahift  thofe  who 
fljoujd  moled  them.  They  feemed  to  contemn  the 
bounties. offered  fo  freely  by  the  king,  which,  if  they 
did  not  amount  to  all  that  fanguine  and  interefted 
fpeculifts  could  defire,  formed  however  a  bafis  on 
.which  might  have  been  ere^ed  a  permanent  temple 
<>f  national  felicity.    The  demagogues  of  the  affem- 
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bly  feemed  jealous  left  the  purity  and  benevolence 
of  the  king's  intentions  (hould  be  impartially  con- 
fidered  by  the  people,  and  to  have  feized  witn  ma- 
lignant avidity  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  tne  marquis  de  Breze,  to  fanftion  an 
aft  of  audacious  rebellion,  and  openly  conteft  the 
palm  of  public  favour  with  the  king '. 
Ohfcrva.        The  whole  conduft  of  Necker  on  this  occafion 
tions  on     was  fo  extraordinary^  and  fo  remote  from  propriety, 
wndua!    ^s  ^^  juftifjr  the  reproaches  with  which  the  royalMl 
writers  have  affailed  him,  and  to  give  ftrong  fuf- 
picibns  of  his  caballing  with  the  Orleans  feftion 
to  maintain  his  power.     The  oftenGble  pretence  for 
his  abfence  was  his  attendance  on  a  fick  fifter-in- 
law ;  but  whatever  may  be  faid  of  the  feelings  of 
humanity  and  confanguinity,  the  man  who  under- 
took, in  times  fd  replete  with  trouble  and  peril,  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  a  great  kingdom,  was  bound 
to  fufpend  for  a  time  their  didateSj  in  order  taper- 
form  duties  more  important,     Necker  well  knew 
that  much  of  the  clamour  raifed  on  the  fialfe  report 
of  an  intended  difTolution  of  the  aflembly,  was  the 
work  of  a  party,  and  had  been  at  the  pains  to  con- 
tradift  it  in  writing  ;  yet  he  did  not  poffefs  firmnefs 
of  charafter  or  felf-denial  enough  to  rilk  the  lofs 
of  any  of  that  popularity   of  which   he  was  fo 
foolifhly   enamoured,  by   appearing  to  fupport  a 
meafure  againft  which  he  had  fome  reafon  to  think 
an  outcry  would  be  raifed.     The  illnefs  of  a  Jijier-in- 
latv  was  but  a  weak  excufe  for  evading  the  duties  of 
his  ftation,  knowing  as  he  did  that,  but  a  few  days 
before,  the  king  had  been  forced  to  receive  a  depu- 
tation of  the  aflembly,  and  give  his  attention  to'bu- 
finefs,  although  afflifted  by  the  .recem  death  of  a  fin. 
Necker  has  been  at  great  pains  to  juftify  himfelf  in 
his  two  apologetical  publications.     In  that  publifhcd 

f  For  tht  narrative  of  thin  day's  proceedings  and  remarks  on  it,  ac- 
cording .to  their  different  principles^  fee  ilabaud,  Moote^t  Vtew» 
Pa^cs,  Bertrandi  &c.*&c. 
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m  i;^97,  and  addrdfed  to  the  world  at  large,  who 
had  feen  with  aftoniihment  the  refult  of  his  mea* 
fures,  he  ufes  arguments  and  afiertions  to  the  foU 
lowing  purport :  he  fays  that,  from  the  material  al- 
terations which  had  be^  made  in  his  plan,  he  was 
determined  to  retire  from  adminiftration,  but  would 
not  give  in  his  formal  refignation  before  the  feflion^ 
which  was  to  be  held  the  next  day.     For  this  he 
ghres  no  reafon,  but  fays,  "  The  delay  was  not 
*^  long ;  and  without  attaching  an  indifcreet  import'^ 
*^  ance  to  myfelf  and  my  a£tion8>  I  thought  this  a 
**  proper  forbearance.     I  did  not  however  attend  at 
"  this  folemn  affembly :  it  was  not  right  for  rtie  to 
"  do  fo ;  for,  if  I  had,  the  public  would  have  con- 
^  fidered  my  refignation  as  a  refolution  decided  by 
"  the  want  of  fuccefs  of  a  meafure  which  I  had  ad- 
**  vifed.     It  was  too  much  alfo,  I  confefs,  that  thofe 
**  who  carried  it  againji  me  Jhould  oblige  me  to  quit 
"  the  nuni/lry^  and  at  the  fame  time  force  me  to  ruin 
"  mjfelf  in  the  public  opinion,  by  o/ienjibly  concurring 
*'  in  a  ftep  abfolutely  contrary  to  my  views  and  coun* 
^  fels\*^     This  fentence  is  remarkable  for  vanity 
and  treachery.     If  Necker  really  intended  to  quit 
the  miniftry,  (which  I  do  not  believe  to  have  been 
the  feft,)    to  whom   was   this  proper  forbearance 
Ihewn  ? — Not  to  the  king  or  the  court ;  for  to  the 
court  he  does  not  hefitate  at  this  diftance  of  time 
to  exprefs  his  malevolence ;  not  to  the  king,  for  he 
would  not  affift  him  even  with  his  prefence,  but  by 
his  abfence  made  his  repugnance  to  his  plan  the. 
more  finking  and  obvious.      His  forbearance  was 
felfifli :  he  faw  that  a  divifion  was  likely  to  arife 
between  the  king  and  his  fubjefts ;    he  refolved, 
inftead  of  carrying  the  weight  of  popular  opinion 
which  he  then  poffeiTed  to  the  fide  of  royalty,  to 
contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  op- 
poiing  faftion :  in  a  word,  he  refolved  to  be  the 

•  On  the  Revolution,  voK  u  pw  soA. 
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Hiuufter  of  die  aflembly,  and  not  of  the  iung^ 
Though  he  had  not  announced  his  intended  refig« 
nation  to  the  king,  it  had  t>een  fpread  aifiduoo^ 
enough  among  the  people,  and  was,  by  the  arts  of 
his  party,  univerfally  deprejcated '•     He  had  been 
for  fome  time  in  fear  that  the  party  in  the  cabinet 
adverfarious  to  his  views  would  gain  the  afceiul« 
ancy ;  and  therefore  refolved,  by  a  marked  oppo 
jfition  to  them,  to  ruin  them  in  the  public  opinioa,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  confequences  to  the  king,  if  his  own 
authority  was  fecured.     In  this  view  of  the  fub- 
jed,  it  is  not  too  mudi  to  fuppofe  that,  by  a  refine- 
ment of  treachery,  he  propofed  the  royal  fitting,  a 
novel,  and,  as  he  Mmfdf  confeflfes,  a  very  bold  and 
delicate  meafure ' ;  and  then,  availing  himlelf  of 
the  differences  in  coimcil,  redfufed  to  fio^on  di6 
profectttioB  of  it,  but  left  the  court  to  contend  widi 
the  dif^race  in  which  he  had  invdved  than*    At 
leafi  this  is  certain,  that  the  meafure,  to  hsve  been 
efficacious,  fliould  have  been  fuggefted  much  fooner: 
it  fliould  aifo  have  been  preceded  by  condliatcuy  de- 
clarations, and  announced  as  an  inftance  of  royal  be- 
nevolence.   Inflead  of  this,  Necker  peraucted  kto 
be  whifpered  about  with  ail  the  myfterionfiiefswhidi 
begets  diftruft,  to  be  announced  with  an  air  of  aiP 
thority  already  grown  odious  to  the  populace :  be 
permitted  the  line  of  feparation  to  be  drawn  between 
the  fenthnents  of  the  court  and  thofe  of  the  piddic ; 
and  inflead  of  any  attempt  to  barmonife  them,  af* 
gravated  the   fligheft  fliades  of  diftinaaon^   aM 
eagerly  attached  mmfelf  to  the  popular  fide. 

Thus  far  I  have  examined  Necker's  defence  at 
held  out  in  his  laft  publication,  but  in  his  preceding 
apotegy,  written  in  1791,  he  aH)ears  not  to  have 
fo  well  digefled  his  fplecn,  or  prepared  his  fbry} 
in  that  he  fhews  more  anger,  and  exhibits  his  rdb> 

•  See  Arthur  Young**  Tnvcls,  p.  1 08. 114,  to  118. 
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hidonto  be  popular  ^th  lefs  rdtrve^    He  tbo'e 
accttfes  the  council  of  having  perverted  his  plan 
from  its  original  meaning)  and  fays,   ^^  chat,  by  de^ 
*^  grees,  though  they  appeared  to  retain  part  of  bis 
**  projeSj  tbey  refcinded  all  that  ^mftituted  iU  ejfence^ 
**  aU  that  could  render  it  agreeaMe  to  the  commons.** 
Ife  ohferveS)  with  the  mean  infidbuihefs  of  a  maa 
who  idflies  to  return  to  office,  in  Ipite  of  the  king^ 
who  at  the  time  he  wrote  was  ftill  king,  ^^  It  was 
^^  a  remarkable  fingul^uity,  that  the  court  fhould 
^*  think  the  ftyle,  rather  firm  and  lofty,  which  was 
"  proper  when  the  king  enjoined  the  two  iuperior 
^^  orders  to  unite  themfelves  with  the  commons, 
"  in  their  labours  for  the  public  good,  was  equally 
"  applicable  to  a  ftep,  tbe  fenfs  of  vfhicb  was  ao* 
"  folutely  different.**     In  the  following  page  he  fays, 
^  I  defended  my  ideas  and  combated  the  innova* 
^^  tions  with  the  greateft  ftrength ;  I  courageoufly 
^^  reiifted  the  opinions  of  the  princes  called. in  to 
^  this  difcuffion,  and  after  preferving,  to  the  laft 
'^  moment,  my  hope  of  effeding  the  triumph  of 
^  reafcm,  I  confidered  what  line  of  condud    I 
^*  oug^t  to  adopt,  as  to  myfelf  individually,  and 
^^  after  a  deliberate  examination,  and  many  internal 
"  ftruggles,  occafioncd    by  the  difficulty  of   the 
^  conjundure,  I  thought  that  I  could  not,  in  ho- 
"  nour,  attend  the  fitting  of  the  23d  of  June,  or 
^^  retain  my  place  in  the  miniftry ;  and  if  I  did  not 
^  make  the  king  acquainted  with  my  final  de« 
**  termimition,  it  was  tor  fear  of  receiving  a  pofitivc 
"  order,  which  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for 
"  me  to  obey.*' 

Much  of  the  agitation  of  this  memorable  dayjjdToDt. 
h,  doubtlefs,  to  be  attributed  to  the  faftion  of  Or-^^"™'^  . 
leans,  as  his  friends  and  privyrcounfellprs  were  moft  con'dila  ol 
aftivein  promoting  it  %  but  Necker,  if  he  be  ac^NccMu 

*  Sur  rAdminiftration,  &c«  p.  109  to  iis. 
J^  Conjuration  de  d*Orleant,  vol^i.  p.  297,  et  feq.  See  alfo  YoungU 
Trirelsi  p.ii7.    Set  Orleans. 
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quitted  of  being  the  accomplice,  claims  his  foil 
(hare  in  all  the  events  by  whidi  it  was  diftingui(hed. 
His  popularity  was  fo  great,  that  the  king  was  2^ 
prehenfive  of  the  confequences  of  his  rumoured 
refignation,  and  in  the  evening  fent  for  him  to  the 
palace,  and  both  he  and  the  queen  preffcd  him  to 
retain  his  fituation.  This  \iras  exaftly  what  he  bad 
expefted  and  wifhed,  the  humiliation  of  the  court, 
and  his  own  exaltation,  were  complete.  As. he  went 
to  this  interview,  and  while  he  was  there,  an  im-* 
menfe  mob  followed  him,  and'rufhed  into  the  court 
of  the  palace,  fliouting,  *'  Vive  Necker  !  No  refigruh 
**  tion  /"  but  there  was  no  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi  ^ ! 
The  indecency  of  this  di(lin£tion  alone  ought  to 
liave  induced  the  minifter  to  recede  from  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  the  populace,  and  return  by  the  inner 
paflage  from  the  palace  to  the  comptroller-general's 
ho.tel.  But  this  coarle  incenfe  was  fuited  to  his 
tafte ;  he  did  a  thing  quite  unufual  to  mihifters, 
and  which  he  himfelr  had  never  done  before,  he 
returned  to  his  own  apartment  on  foot.acrofs  the 
court  where  the  populace  were  affembled,  enjoying 
their  acclamations,  affefting.to  yield  patertolly  to 
their  folicitations  that  he  would  remain  in  office, 
and  permitting  himfelf  to  be  hoifted  pn  their 
fhoulders  and  difplayed  m  triumph  *,  But  though 
he  gained  a  temporary  increafe  of  popularity,  it  is 
probable  that  he  loft  more  than  proportionately 
the  real  means  of  popularity,  for  he  counterafted 
by  remaining  in  adminiftration  the  views  of  the 
friends  of  Orleans,  a  deputation  from  whom  had 
waited  on  him,  and  intreated  him,  almoft  on  their 
kneesj  to  refign,  for  the  fake  of  embajraiEng  the 
queen's  party  •*, 

y  Moore's  Vieyr,  voL  i.    p.  74%^      Beitrand^f  Memoifs,  ¥q}.  i, 
p.  167. 

•  Moore's  View,    Bertrand's  Memoirs,  ubi  fupra.    Young's  Tr** 
Tels,  p.  111.     See  alfo  the  different  hiftories. 

*  Young's  Travels,  p.  lap.    Stir  i* Adminiftration,  &c.  p.  115. 
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The  nobility,  and  thofe  of  the  clergy  who  had  Tht  nobi- 
not  yet  joined  the  tiers  etatj  were  in  the  utmoft  JjlJ^"^*,.^ 
conftemation  at  the  afped  of  affairs.     The  king^.etat. 
dUtraded  by  contrary  councils,  and  biaifed  by  his 
declared  refolution  not  to  permit  the  ihedding  of 
blood  in  his  quarrel,  recommended,  and  finally 
infifted  on,  the  junftion  of  the  two  fuperior  orders 
with  the  lower,  which  accordingly,  in  fpite  of  the 
remonftrances  of  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  took  17th  Juw^ 
efied,  though  without  dignity  or   advantage,    as 
near  fifty  of  the.  nobility,  headed  by  the  duke  of  , 

Orleans,  had  taken  the  fame  ftep  two  days  before.  *  • 

Mean  time  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  his  party,  Progrcft'^ 
by  their  intrigues  with  the  guards,  by  their  feditious  ®^*^"^*' 
meetings  and  harangues  in  the  palais  royal^  by 
their  criminal  fpeculatioi>  in  grain,  and  by  the 
various  other  methods  detailed  in  the  life  of  that 
^nfpirator,  were  accelerating  the  explofioi^  which 
was  to  place  him  ^X  the  fummit  pf  his  wifhes^ 
Thefe  events  becoming  known  to  the  cpurt  and 
the  friends  of  the  king,  induced  him  to  call  in 
the  foreign  troops,  and  to  give  the  command  to 
M.  Broglio.  The  condudt  of  Necker  gave  rife  to 
much  uneafinefs,  his  wifdom  or  his  loyalty  mult  be 
impeachable ;  every  meafure  he  had  recommended 
to  the  king  had  increafed  his  embarralTments,  while 
it  added  freih  laurels  to  the  brow  of  the  minifter, 
Orders  for  money  on  the  treafury  (igned  with  his 
name,  and  afterwards  difavowed  by  him;  orders 
fent  into  the  provinces,  figned  with,  his  name,  for^ 
bidding  the  holders  of  corn  to  fend  it. to  the  qapital, 
were  brought  forward,  yet  with  a  fupinen^fs  hardly 
aedible  in  his  fituation,  he  took  no  pains  to  deted 
and  punifh  the  authors.  He  was  undoubtedly  ap- 
prized of  the  turbulent  meetings  at  the  palais  royaly 
and  the  feduftion  of  the  military,  yet  took  no  care 
to  prevent,  and  cautioufly  avoided  fanftioning  with 
his  name,  any  of  the  meafUres  taken  to  countera^ 
|hem,    Thefe  circumftances,  joined  to  a  defponding 
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rfcport  tie  made  to  the  committee  of  pmvifiom  m 
the  national  affembly,  gave  occaiion  to  fome  perfona 
jiear  the  throne,  who  were  preiEng  for  the  forma- 
tion of  an  entire  new  miniftry,  to  reprefcnt  him  aj 
a  monopoiizet  of  grain,  a  report  which  the  mer- 
cantile occupaiions  of  his  life  rendered  not  incredi* 
ble.     They  added,  that  he  was  devoted  to  the  fac- 
tion which  agitated  the  capital,  and  his  conduA 
was  hot  fufficiently  unequivocal  to  belie  the  afler- 
tion  ^ 
titii  July.     Urged  by  thefe  reprefentations,  the  king  f(*nt  him 
^^i^n  ^  order  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  four-and-twenty 
'  hours.     He  acknowledges   himfelf  to  haVe  been 
^ftonifhed  at  this  event,  and  almoft  incr(edulou^  of 
its  reality  %   but  the  manner  of  his  obedience  b 
highly  creditable  to  him ;  he  was  at  dinner  when 
the  order  was  brought,  and,  without  the  leaft  ap* 
pearance  of  concern,  faid  to  the  count  de  la  Lu* 
zeme,  the  perfon  who  brought  it,  "  We  (hall  meet 
^*  at  the  council."     After  dinner  he  pretended  a 
headach,    and  having  quitted  the   company  w!«> 
h^d  been  dining  with  him,  without  the  leaft  mtima* 
tion  of  what  had  happened,  prevailed  on  his  lady 
to  accompany  him  in  his  carriage,  as  if  for  an 
airing,  and  then  firft  communicating  to  her  his  dH* 
tniffion,  drove  to  St.  Ouen,  his  country  feat,  where  he 
flept  that  night;  and  the  next  morning,  notwkbftand- 
ing  the  indilpofition  of  madameNecker,  proceeded  <« 
his  jourtiey  towards  the  froiatjer  with  the  cderi^ 
^f  an  exprefs  **. 
Sl^-f!!*:.      The  bam(hm«nt  of  Necker  was,  under  all  ciiv 

" *  cun^ftances,  the  moft  imprudent  meafure  which  the 

court  could  poffibly  have  taken.     They  knew  tbd 
fermentation  ?it  Paris  ^  they  knew  they  could  not 

*  See  the  Hiftorian«  of  the  time,  particularly  Pagis^  vil,  u  p.»**» 
^55.     Conjuration  de  d'Orleant,  vol.  i.  p.  t84* 

«  Sur  rAdminiftratioh,  &c.  p.  117.  On  the  Revolutions  Vol.if^ 
p.  *«4- 

^  Sur  rAdminiftration,  (^c.  p,  iry,    S^  |dA>  the  Hiftories. 
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is^A  (A  the  fidelity  of  the  troops^  and  they  knew 
diat  thefe  agitatidns  and  defections  were  produced 
by  the  ambition  of  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood. . 
tf  the  king  had  retained  the  minifter,  the  explofioft 
(hen  meditated  woutd  have  wanted  It  lead  one 
pretext,  and  if  he  had  any  attachment  to  the  king^ 
his  credit  with  die  people  might  poffibly  have  been 
reforted  to  with  advantage.  IJF,  on  the  other  hand» 
he  was  hiclined  to  the  oppofite  party,  his  prefenca 
would  have  been  a  very  trifling  fandion  to  their 
proceedings^  and  the  view  of  a  king,  befet  by 
traitors,  mined  by  duplidty,  aiKi  betrayed  and 
iAxuidoned  by  the  minifter  in  whom  he  cbnfided^ 
would  have  prefented  to  his  fubjeds  a  fpedacl€ 
lb  interefting  as  to  have  caufed  many  to  rally  around 
his  ftandard,  whom  contrary  fenfations  drove  into 
die  arms  of  the  inftirgents.  Necker^s  conduft  ap- 
pears to  have  been  founded  on  this  principle  j  he 
thought  his  own  popularity  perfeftly  eftablifhed^ 
and  his  confidence  in  himfelf  led  him  to  believe  he 
could  avert  all  the  miferies  of  France,  if  his  views 
were  not  thwarted  by  thofe  whom  ambition  led  t<» 
flcfire  his  place ;  whom  intereft  led  to  oppofe  his 
economy ;  or  whom  the  pride  of  utiqueftioned  au- 
thority led  to  rejeO:  his  conciliatory  plans,  or  refent 
the  freedom  with  which  they  were  propofed,  and 
the  earneftnels  with  which  they  were  recommended. 
He  £fiw  in  oppofition  to  thefe  a  ftrong  party^ 
headed  by  a  weaik,  profligate  and  uncertain  charac* 
ter,  and  apprehended  that  whai  fuccefs  fhould  have 
enabled  them  to  humble  thofe  who  formed  the 
obftacle  to  his  views,  he  could  by  means  of  hils 
popularity  guide  and  reftrain  the  party  whom  he 
meant  to  ufe  only  as  his  tools,  and  when  ufed  throw 
them  by,  Alas  f  he  did  not  fee  that  he  was  the 
tool,  that  his  popularity  was  fi&itious,  and  that  the 
lame  hands  which  placed  the  laurel  on  his  brow 
(P»li^  m  fpite  of  Ins  treats  or  merits,  Inatch  it 

gway 
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away  for  ever*.  His  banifhment^  at  the  prefent 
moment^  afforded  a  pretext  to  the  £ei£tion  of  Or- 
leans to  accelerate  their  plans*  for  fubverting  the 
government.  The  perfon  who  brought  the  news 
^om  Verfailles  to  Paris  was  confidered  a  liar  or  a 
lunatic,  and  was  with  difficulty  preferved  from  the 
fury  of  the  mob;  but  when  the  report  was  fully 
confirmed,  and  many  falfehoods  added  refpe£dng 
the  intended  diffolution  of  the  aflembly,  the  burning 
of  Paris,  and  the  murder  of  the  inhabitants,  they 
burft  into  afts  of  the  mod  furious  violence.  They 
carried  the  bud  of  the  minifter,  covered  with 
crape,  about  the  ftreets,  together  with  that  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  and  made  them  a  rallying  point 

sitb  July,  for  the  difaffefted.  The  national  affembly  believed, 
or  pretended  to  believe,  that  in  the  difmiflion  of 
Necker  their  own  ruin  was  involved;  they  made 
hafte  to  flrike  terror  into  the  new  minidry,  by  de- 
creeing them  refponfible  for  all  the  events  which 
ihould  take:  place  in  confequence  of  the  public 
fermentation ;  and  that  Necker  had  carried  with 
him  the  confidence  of  the  nation, 

Hiirecal.  Shortly  after  the  events  of  the  14th  July,  the 
affembly  were  induced,  by  the  interference  of  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  to  addrefs  the  king  to  remove 
his  prefent  miniftry,  and  recal  Necker.  The  effed 
of  this  indecent  interference  in  the  province  of  the 
executive  power  is  incalculable,  had  it  been  refifted ; 
but  the  miniftry,  of  their  own  accord,  refigned  their 
fituations  the  day  the  addrefs  was  voted ;  and  the 
king  difpatched  a  meffage  to  Necker  the  fame  day, 
inviting  his  return.  He  had,  before  the  receipt  of  tlu$ 
letter,  gained  intelligence  of  the  revolution  from  the 

'  «  He  became  afterwards  fully  fenfible  of  this  truth,  apd  acknoir- 
ledges,  that,  but  tor  the  ardent  eloquence  of  M.  Lally,  he  ftiould  have 
funk  gently  into  oblivion  after  the  iitb  of. July,  SurrAdminiftratiooi 
Ice.  p.443, 
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Suchds  de  Pblignac  ^  who,  flying  from  the  popular 
ftry  in  a  lefs  circuitous  direAion  than  the  ex-mi* 
;iifter,  had  overtaken  him  at  Bafil,  and  apprized 
Jiim  of  the  recent  events.  Had  he  poffefled  a  great 
niind,  he  would  have  rejected  the  proffered  return 
to  power,  obvioufly  procured  for  him  by  force ;  and 
bynegle&ing  his  extorted  commands,  have  fhewn, 
in  the  moft  unequivocal  manner,  his  compliance  with 
the  wf/hes  of  the  king.  Had  he  poffeffed  only  a 
moderate  portion  of  genuine  philofophy,  and.  felt  . 
the. pure  aJflfedion  which  a  virtuous  mind  entertains 
kff  a  high  reputation,  inftead  of  the  appetite,  which 
£dq1s  tod  knaves  often  poffefs  in  common  with  wife 
and  honeft  men,  for  popular  acclamation,  he  would 
have  followed  his  plan  of  retirement,  poffefling  the 
regrets  and  good  wifhes  of  a  mighty  nation,  and  the 
refpeft  of  a  very  great  portion  of  Europe  ^. 

Necker,  however,  decided  otherwife.     He  wrote  «.id  July, 
to  the  king  and  to  the  national  affembly,  accepting  '^f^*^" 
their  invitation.     To  the  king  he  ufos  a  very  chilling  return, 
phrale ;     ^'  I  return  to  receive  your  orders,   and 
♦*  afcertain  on  the  fpot,  whether  my  indfefadgablc 
*^  zeal  and  entire  devotednefs  can  yet  be  of  any 
*^  fervic^  to  your  majefty.     /  am  convinced  that  this 
**  is  your  wjfh^  ftnce  you  deign  to  ajfure  me  of  it  J* 
To  tne  aflfembly  he  fays ;  "  Worthily  to  reply  to 
^*  that  ennobling  mark  of  your  regard  far  exceeds  my 
**  feeble  powers :   but  at  leafl,  gentlemen,  I  may  be 
^  allowed  to  offer  you  the  homage  of  my  refpeftful 
^^  gratitude  **•**     When  Necker  had  refolved  to  re- 

f  Memolres  de  la  Ducbefle  de  Polignac,  par  la  ComteflTe  Diane  d« 
PoHgnac,  p.  37.     Hittories. 

f  Subfequent  events,  whicb  have  thrown  light  on  the  caufet  and 
fombinations  whicb  produced  tholie  aA-s  which  preceded  M.  Ncckei*t 
difmidlon*  and  his  own  condii6l  and  writings,  have  contributed  to  ' 

weaken  thofe  feBtiments  \  but  if  they  had  not  been  fo  brilliant  at  that 
fl)onient»  tfiey  would  have  been  iport  general  and  permanent. 

^  See  the  I^etters  and  Anfwers  in  Necker  on  the  French  Revolution, 
'  Tol.  i.  p.  a»5.    That  to  the  king  is  in  the  ftylc  of  a  perfon  lullenly 
f  onferring  a  favour ;  that  to  the  aflfembly,  in  the  ftyle  of  a  man  highly 
||j^Ui^4  and  proportions^ly  grateful^ 

turn. 
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tiini^  there  was  one  eflfoitial  fenrice  to  be  rendered 
to  the  kin?)  which,  h^  he  been  honeftly  defiroos  of 
k,  mi^ht  have  tended  to  tranquillize  the  coimtry, 
and  give  permanence  to  the  throne.  I  owe  the  fug* 
geftion  to  Bertrand,  and  tranfcribe  his  own  words: 
•*  To  have  rendered  his  zeal  ufeful  to  the  king  aad 
^  the  ftate  at  that  period,  he  had  but  one  luie  of 
*^  condud  to  adopt,  which  was,  to  have  immediately 
•*  prefented  himfelf  to  the  ^embly,  and  after  har- 
^^  mg  thanked  them  for  the  concern  with  w4nch 
^  they  had  honoured  him,  to  have  candidly  aa- 
^^  nounced  to  them,  that  he  was  the  author  of  dit 
^  declaration  of  the  23d  of  June,  as  it  had  beoi 
^  read  in  the  aflfembly,  except  fome  expreffioni 
^  which  had  been  altered,  which  by  no  means  al» 
*^  tered  the  fenfe  of  it ;  that  he  folemnly  perfifted  te 
*^  the  opinion,  that  the  form  of  government  efta- 
•*  bliflied  by  that  law,  according  to  the  wiflies  ex- 
**  prefled  in  the  majority  of  the  inftruftions,  was 
•*  the  only  one  proper  for  France ;  therefore  hb 
^^  confdence,  his  honor,  and  his  zeal,  made  it  hit 
**  duty  not  to  return  into  adminiftration  till  the 
**  affembly  had  declared  their  adherence  to  the 
•*  declaration  of  the  23d  of  June.  The  general 
^  confidence  and  vaft  credit  which  M.  Necker  en- 
^  joyed  at  that  moment  enabled  him  to  give  the 
**  people  whatever  impreffion  he  pleated,  and  to 
^  nave  made  it  impoflibie  for  the  affembly  to 
♦*  have  rejefted  his  propofitions.  It  was  in  his 
"  power  at  this  period  to  have  had  many  abufes 
•*  correfted,  the  monarchy  wifely  limited  and  pre- 
**  ferved,  and  by  fo  important  a  fervice  he  would 
^  have  fecured  to  himfelf  as  long  a  miniflerial  ca- 
**  reer  as  his  ambition  could  have  defired  *.*'  A 
mode  of  condud  formed  on  this  outline  would  have 
rendered  him  refpedable,  and  procured  him  a  nu« 
merous  body  of  friends. 

^  Memoirti  vol.  i.  p.  709 
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IBs  pro^refs  through  the  country  was^  !n  Its  trueft  His  j<mr. 
fenfc,  a  tnumph.    Acchmations  ai  multitudes,  an  J^^^J^ 
tk<ttt  of  troops,  refpeft  and  veneration,  attended  parii* 
bim  the  whole  way*".    His  interpofition  eflFefted 
n^at  the  king's  influence  could  not  have  done,  in 
laving  the  lite  of  the  baron  de  Bezenval.     His  re- 
tora  was  celebrated  at  Paris  with  all  the  demonftra- 
ticms  o£  joy  which  a  hafty^  fanguine,  and  capricious 
fcaplc  coidd  give.     He  was  introduced  in  great  t9th  July, 
pomp  to  the  national  aflembly,  where  he  was  com- 
pUmeated  by  the  prefident  in  an  elegant  fpeech^ 
which  was  oi:dered  to  be  printed,  that  all  France 
nught  atteft  and  approve  the  homage  paid  by  their 
teprefientatives.     His  reply  was  brier,  and  contained 
nothing  remarkable.     He  went  the  next  day  to 
Fsiris,   accompanied  by   his  colleague,  M.  de  St« 
Prieft ;  they  were  met  at  the  barrier  by  an  immenfe 
multitude,  who  took  the  horfes  from  the  carriage, 
and  drew  it  themfelves  to  the  HcteUde-ville.    Here 
he  was  received   by  the  commune,  and  compli- 
mented  by  BailW,  the  mayor.      The  mob  with- 
out infilled  pn  feeing  him,  and  he  fhewed  him- 
IHf    in    the   balcony,    accompanied   by  his    wife 
and  daughter.    On  his  return  to  the  commune^  he 
look  occafion  to  mention  the  fituation  of  Bezenval, 
and  to  advert  to  the  fcenes  which  bad  lately  dif- 
grated:  the  capital.    The  liberation  of  the  baron* 
and  a  general  amnefty,  were  inftantly  decreed  by 
acclamation  $   and  the  minifter,  happy  in  the  fuccefs 
of  his  efforts,   retired.     Intoxicated  with  homage 
and  applaufe,  he  was  incapable  of  feeing  that  his  po- 
pularity had  reached  its  height,  and  that  its  decline 
was  to  be  dated  from  that  moment.     The  diftri£ts^ 

of  Paris  were  excited  to  proteft  againft  the  a£ls  of 
the  C0mmunei  and  the  affembly,  on  the  motion  of 

k  S«t  thf  Hjftorieti  add  Arthur  Voang%  Trareh,  p.  14]. 
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Mirabeau,  rererfed  them ';  In  fliort,  he  had  rifcri 
to  as  great  an  eminence  in  the  public  opinion  as  the 
faftion  of  the  palais  royal  judged  it  expedient  to 
permit;  and  while  his  return  was  celd)rated  by 
illuminations  and  fire-works,  his  difgrace  was  re« 
folved  on". 
Fropofct  Little  cabal,  very  fmall  efforts  of  intrigue,  were 
*•»«••  neceffary  in  the  prefent  circumftances  to  render  the 
decline  of  the  minifter's  popularity  certain.  The 
payment  of  taxes  was  refufed  in  many  provinces, 
and  the  power  of  paying  them  was  taken  from  many 
perfons  by  the  burning  their  houfes  and  plundering 
jUtk  Aog,  of  their  eflates  by  mobs.  Necker  reprefented  to  the 
affembly,  in  a  long  fpeech,  the  diftreffai  flate  of  the 
revenue ;  that  the  treafury  contained  only  four  hun^ 
dred  thoufand  livres  (17,500/.),  chiefly  in  notes  of 
the  caijfe  d*efcompte^  then  in  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy  t 

'The  Baron  de  Bezenval  was  commandant  of  the  Swifsgutrdi 
at  the  ?era  of  the  devolution.  He  was  faid  to  have  encoQraged  dt 
Launay  to  defend  the  Baft i He,  and  to  have  promifed  htm  a  reinforce- 
ment ;  this  fuggeftion  rendering  hit  ftay  in  Paris  unfafe  after  (he  I4tk 
July,  he  folicited  and  obtained  from  the  king  leave  to  return  to 
Switzerland,  his  own  country.  In  his  way  thither  he  was  arrelted  at 
VillenRux  by  the  national  militia,  juft  as  Necker  was  paflUig.  He 
immediately  wrote  to  the  municipal  officers,  requefting  his  liberation, 
which  they  declined  granting  till  they  (hould  recefvc  an  order  to  that 
efft6i-from  the  permanent  committee  at  the  Hotel-de.ville.  Necker 
folicited  and  obtained  it;  but  the -aflfembly  decreed  that  the  baron 
fliould  be  kept  in  fafe  cuftody  near  the  place  where  he  vvas 'arretted, 
till  he  could  be  tried;  he  being,  in  the  mean  time,  under  the  pro- 
te6lion  of  the  law.  He  was  condufVed  to  Brie-Comte>Robert«  and 
committtrd  to  the  caftle.  It  was  fortunate  for  him  the  meflenger  dif- 
patchcd  wi:-h  the  decree  of  the  alTembly  ufed  expedition  enough  to 
prevent  his  return  to  Paris  with  thofe  difpatched  by  the  diftriAs,  as  a 
mob  of  thirty  thoufand  people  were  waiting  for  him  at  the  Grive,  witk 
agallows  and  rope,  ready  to  have  executed  judgment  on  him  in  their 
fummary  way.  When  the  court  of  the  Chatelet  was  ereAed  into  a  tri* 
bunal  for  the  trial  of  crimes  of  Utu  nation,  be  wan  arraigned  before 
them;  and  it  appearing  that  he  bad,  in  the  whole  of  his  condu^, 
merely  a6^ed  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  fuperiors^  he  was 
acquitted.  I'he  baron  furyived  his  acquittal  but  a  fliort  time.  He 
died  at  Paris. 

<u  See  the  various  hiftones.  Necker  himfelf  fpeaks  with  great  feel- 
ing and  anger  of  the  refolution  entered  into  to  unpopuiarUo  bioi 
^dcf^artfif).    Sur  TAdminillration^  tec.  p.  131.  409, 
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and  after  defcribing  the  caufes  of  the  differ- 
ence between  the  receipt  and  expenditure,  propofed 
a  loan  of  thirty  millions  (1,3 12,500/1  J,  to 
anfwer  the  current  expences  for  two  months^  in 
which  time  he  hoped  the  conftitution  might  be 
nearly,  if  not  entirely  finiflied.  The  contraftors 
were  to  have  five  fer  cent*  and  a  certain  bonus  :  but 
the  reftoration  of  public  credit  would  have  fixed  the 
iranifter  and  the  royal  authority  too  firmly  to  fuit 
the  views  of  the  feftion  ;  they  therefore  diminifhed 
the  advantages  of  the  propofal,  and  reduced  the  in- 
tereft  to  four  and  an  half ^^r cent:  the  confequence 
was  the  utter  failure  of  the  fcheme,  as  three  weeks 
dapfed  after  the  decree,  and  not  a  tenth  part  of  the 
money  was  fubfcribed.  Another  loan  of  eighty  ajth  Aug, 
milfions  (3,500,000/.)  was  then  propofed  on  the 
mmifter's  original  plan ;  but  the  public  confidence 
was  departed,  and  it  met  with  no  fuccefs  "• 

In  September,  the  public  mind  was  agitated  by    ift  Sept. 
the  queftion,  what  fliare  of  the  legiflative  power  J^^^^^V.^* 
Should  be  confided,  in  the  crown ;  and  whether  the 
king  was  to  have  a  prohibitory  control  over  the 
afts  of  the  affembly  ?     This  debate  was  carried  on 
with  Angular  acrimony  and  violence  for  a  fortnight. 
One  party  maintained,  that  the  decrees  of  the  aflem- 
bly  (hould  have  the  force  of  laws.  Without  the  royal 
fanffion  :  the  other,  that  the  king  Ihould  have  an 
abfolute  negative  on  all  decrees.     This  queftion  pro- 
duced many  others ;  fuch  as,  thofe  of  the  king's 
inviolability,  and  the  defcent  of  the  crown ;  but 
the  main  point  was  ftill  undecided.     Necker  pre-  Nccket*f 
fented   a   memoire   propofing    a   middle    meafiire,  opinion, 
namely,  that  the  decrees  of  the  affembly  fliould  be 
prefented  to  the  king  for  his  fandion,  which  if  he 
withheld  during  the  fittings  of  two  affemblies,  both 
agreeing  in  the  expediency  of  them,  they  Ihould 
become  laws  without  his  cohfent:     This  was  tepned 

•  Debatet.    Hiftoriet . 
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Q^Jt^pen/tve  vetQ.    The  plan  contains  very  IMe  vi£ 
dom ;  the  dread  of  committing  to  the  crown  an 
uncontrolled  power  of  refufmg  a  fanflioji  to  lawji 
apparently  unjull  and  inefficacious,  muil  have  origini* 
ated  from  malignant  jealoufy  and  refolutie  miiappref 
henfion  ;   and  the  project  of  protracting  the  conient 
between  the  executive  and  legiilative  powers,  during 
the  continuance  of  two  aifemblies,  was  a  monfier 
of  weaknefs  and  deformity.     The  aifemblyy  under  ^ 
pretended  terror  of  minifterial  influence,  refiifed  W 
read  the  memoire  of  their  late  idol.     He  publiflied 
it ;  and  at  length,  wearied  with  a  contea  on  the 
other  alternatives  of  an  abfolute  vetCj  or  none  at  all^ 
wherein  perfonal  acrimony  increafed,  without  m^li^ 
ing  any  profelytes,  the  aftemhly  adopted  the  plan  of 
the  minifler ;  but  without  any  complimeat  to  faii% 
dired  or  implied. 
Pattiotic       Still  the  derangement  of  the  finances  smpeaie^ 
donations,  irreparable.     Patriotifm,  or  a  love  of  diftmaion, 
had  impelled    many  perfons    to  make "  voluntarf 
donations  of  their  plate^  jewels,  and  ornamenti^ 
which  were  denominated  patriotic  gifts.     The  kii^ 
in  commiferation  of  the  public  diftrefe  fof  fpca^ 
had  lent  his  fuperb  fervices  of  plate  to  the  mint^ 
jbut  thefe  fupplies  were  impermanent  and  infufficioit 
ft4t>i  s«pt.  Necker  again  attended  the  aflembly^  and  after  dn«^ 
ittoa.     jjjg  an  alarming  and  juft  pidure  of  the  ftatfe  of  tlie 
revenue,  and  expreffing  his  hopes  of  being  able 
by  economy  and  the  equalization  of  taxes,  to  reftoic 
Ncckfr     public  credit,  propofed  that  a  contribution  fliqwl^ 
propofcsa  be  levied  on  every  individual,  equivalent   to  one 
t^6n  of  we  fourth  of  his  annual  income,  to  be  paid  in  Mccp 
fourth  of  months.     This  violent  meafure,  which  did  not  ttr 
*f^Tch""^^""^^  all    the  depth   of  financial   knowledge  th^ 
di?iduaL   niinifter  was  fuppofed  to  poffefs,  was,  after  foinc 
debate,  fanftioned  by  the  aflembly,  to  the  furprife 
of  many  ;  Mirabeau,  Necker's  inveterate  opponenf^ 
fupported  it,  and  propofed  placing  in  him  an  vJh 
limited  confidence.    This  furprife  was  abated  by 
4  Mirabeau's 
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Mirabcau's  fubfequent  conduft,  for  whett  it  was 
Dbjefted  that  the  affembly  could  not,  confiftently 
with  their  inftruftions,  vote  any  new  tax  till  the 
king  fhould  have  fanftioned  the  articles  of  the 
coimtution  then  under  his  confideration,  Mirabeail 
tacked  the  decree  for  the  new  import,  to  the  requeft 
of  the  affembly  that  the  king  would  no  longer  delay  . 
to  fanftion  the  decrees  relating  to  the  conftitution, 
and  thofe  of  the  4th  of  Auguft.  This  ifineffe, 
which  a  democratic  writer  in  England  has  honoured 
with  the  title  of  a  "  happy  combination  of  the 
"  different  views  on  the  fubjeft  %'*  is  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  what  was  formerly  praftifed  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  this  country,  tacking  to  A 
money-bill  another  which  might  be  fappofed  lefs 
palatable  to  the  fuperior  orders  of  the  conftitution, 
a  praftice  which  they  have  long  fmce  difcontinued, 
and  againrt  the  legality  of  which  many  refolutions 
have  been  entered  into  by  the  lords '. 

This  extraordinary  coalition,  combined  with  the  Conduftof 
CTents  then  in  agitation,  and  which  fo  fatally  broke  ^^^^g*** 
out  a  few  days  after,  have  led  to  a  fufpicion  that  the  5th  of 
the  minifter  was  willing  to  make  a  compromife  for  oaober* 
his  perfonal  fafety,  or  for  a  remnant  of  popularity, 
by  conniving  at,  if  not  abetting  the  projefts  of  the 
confpirators.      Without  fuch    connivance.    Or  an 
ignorairce  of  public  affairs,  and  the  tranfaftions  of 
Ae  capital,  almoft  as  culpal^le,  it  is  thought  impoffi- 
ble  that  fo  mighty  an  enterprife  fliould  have  been 
formed  and  conduced  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 
leaft  intimation  of  it  did  not  reach  the  court.     It  is 
confidered  almoft  impoffible  that,  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th  of  Oftober,  the  king  fliould  have  been 
fuffered  to  go  to  Meudon  to  take  the  diverfion  of 
hunting,  without  receiving  the  leaft  hint  of  the 
proceedings  at  Paris,  or  mould  never  be  apprized 

*  Impsrrtial  Hiftory,  vol.  t.  p.  %%%• 
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of  them  tUI  the  hall  of  the  affembly  was  filled  with 
poifTardes.     Had  the  minifter  no  friend,  no  fpy  in 
Ruis,  who  could  apprize  him  of  the  dangers  with 
which  the  life  of  the  monarch  and  thofe  of  his 
family  were  threatened?  Such  a  deficiency  of  in- 
•    formation  is  unpardonable,  if  credible ;  but  uNecker 
knew  of  thefe  events  and  negleded  to  apprize  the 
court  of  them,  in  what  light  muft  the  honeft  men 
of  this  day,  in  what  light  muft  pofterity  view  his 
conduft  ? 
«ihNov,       The  opinion  of  his  having   connefted  himfelf 
foTaSih  aaively  with  the  Orieans'  faftion,  is  believed  by 
a  national  fome  authors,  but  the  antipathy  between  him  and 
bank.       Mirabeau  which  prevented  a  treaty  with  the  king, 
would  have  fruftrated  an  union  of  the  kind.     Necker 
had  not  what  the  confpirators  term  energy  enough 
to  ferve  their  latent  purpofes  or  retain  their  patron- 
14th  Nov.  age.     He  returned  to  his  duties  as  a  financier,  and 
prefented   to  the  affembly  a  plan  for  eftablifhhig  a 
national  bank,  to  be  railed  on  the  remains  of  the 
caiffe  (TEfcomptej  and  fupplied  by  the  fale  of  crown 
and  church  lands.     This  prejeft  firft  gave  rife  td 
the  emiffion   of  affignaiSy    which  wer^  notes   or 
transferable    acknowledgments    of   the  receipt  of 
monies  to  be  refunded  by  the  fale  of  thofe  domains* 
This,  like  other  innovations,  or  novel  expedients^ 
was  very  much  approved  at  firft.     The  people  were 
anxious  to  (hew  their  zeal  by  contributing  largely  * 
to  the  patriotic  donations,  which  were  by  this  new 
J)lan  to  be  funded,  to  anfwer  extraordinary  emer- 
gencies.    But   the  reputation  of  Necker  had  de- 
clined, his  prefence  gave  no  pleafure,  he  was  not 
looked  up  to  as  the  faviour  of  the  country,  but 
merely  as  a  minifter  of  fome  talents,  and  a  neceflary 
drudge  in  the  myfterious  and  laborious  bufinefs  of 
finance, 
decline  of      This  indifference  was  foon  converted  into  difguft. 
fcr'ity?""  The  committee  of  the  affembly  employed  in  carry- 
ing into  execution  his  ecponomical  plans,  required 

aregifter 
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a  regiftcr  of  the  expenditures,  penfions,  and  dona«. 
tions  of  the  public  money  by  the  court  for.  the  lad 
twenty  years,  called  the  red  book.     The  king  ex- 
prefled  an  unwillingnefs  to  comply  with  this  requeO:^ 
as  it  would  expofe  the  profufion  of  his  grandfather* 
Some  of  the  expences  of  his  own  reign  might  alfo 
excite  fenfations  of  repugnance  in  the  prefent  flate 
of  the  public  mind.      Camus,  however,  as  prefi** 
dent  of  the  committee,  preffed  for  the  perufal  of 
the  book,  alledging  that  it  was  not  to  be  publiihed 
or  its  contents  divulged  to  gratify  idle  curiofity,  but 
was  to  be  made  ufe  of  merely  to  form  the  bafis  of 
a  report,  which  the  committee  could  not  draw  up 
without  it.      Necker   on  this,   with  a  too  ready  isth  t/Uti 
credulity   perhaps,   but  without  any   apparent  ill-     *75»- 
intention,  prevailed  on  the  king  to  let  the  book  he 
fent  to  the  committee.     To  the  great  furprife  of  all 
hpneft  and  feeling  men,  the  book  was  immediately 
fqit  to  the  prefs  and  publiihed.     The  minifter  re- 
monftrated  with  Camus  in  fuch  a  ftyle  as  brought 
on  a  quarrel  between  themi    The  public  took  part 
With  the  treacherous  prefident  of  the  committee,  and 
the  prefs  teemed  with  fcandaloua  pamphlets,  againd 
the  upftart,  ariflocrat  financier  \  .  Every  incident  of  ; 
his  public  life,  efpecially  fmce.his  la($  recal,  was 
coorerted  into  matter  of  reproach,  and  truth  and 
fidion  were  texhaufted   in    fearch  of   fcandalous 
anlecdotes  of  his  private  life '.    Thus  was  the  man 
wiio  had  been  exalted  to  a  degree  exceeding  all 
reafonable  hope  for  a£ts  of  equivocal  virtue,  ot 
fniall  importance,  degpraded  in  the  public  mind  to 
the  fUte  of  a  criminal,  for  a  mode  of  conduct 
wfiich  all  good  men  muft  have  refpefted.     He 
aqceleratec^  the   downfal   of  his  popularity  by  a     > 
treatife  in  defence  of  npbility,  a  crime  in  the  ftate  of  . 
opinions  then  pi^evailing  in  France^  utterly  unpar^* . 
donable%   and  the  umortunate   affair  of  Nancys 

%  Mbore*t  View,  vol.ii.  p.rijf. 
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\vhich  involved  all  the  minifters  in  blame,  completed 
his  debafement. 

To  an  ear  long  foothed  by  the  acclamations  of 
popular  ,applaufe,  to  an  eye  long  accuftomed  to 
fee  every  beholder  bending  with  veneration,  or 
animated  with  hope,  nothing  can  be  more  irkfome 
and  infupportable  than  the  privation  of  thofe  grad- 
fications,  and  the  fubftitution  of  contempt  and 
reproach  for  reverence  and  admiration.  The  man 
whofe  virtuous  labours  are  direfted  to  the  public 
good,  and  to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  diftates 
of  his  confcience  alone,  can  furvey  with  indifference 
the  fluftuations  of  public  opinion,  and  perfift  in  hiy 
duty,  though  expofed  to  all  the  ftorms  of  popular 
outrage,  but  he  who  fixes  his  affeftions  on  the  un- 
liable and  injudicious  applaufe  of  the  multitude, 
and  facrifices  to  it,  in  the  flighteft  degree,  his  in* 
tegrity  and  honour,  once  deprived  of  it,  feels  that 
dreary  inconfoleablenefs  which  refults  from  difap- 
pointment  in  an  illicit  objeft  of  the  tendereft  foli- 
citude,  and  for  which  no  internal  principles,  or  con* 
fcioufnefs  of  irreproachable  conduft  is  left  to  make 
amends. 

ulTJ^t^^  Notwithftanding  all  the  external  fpnptoms  of 
this  decaying  popularity  and  influence,  Necker  could 
hardly  believe  the  reUity.  The  concurrence  of 
circumftances,  and  the  flatteries  of  his  wife  and 
friends,  had  led  him  into  notions  fo  extravagant, 
that  he  fuppofed,  if  he  were  fo  inclined,  he  could 
eftabliih  a  new  religion  in  France,  inftead  of 
Chriftianit)%  But  he  was  at  length  undeceived  and 
alarrred  for  his  perfonal  fafety  by  an  infurre£tion 

4th  Sept.  which  the  Jacobins  raifed  for  the  purpde  S  he  wrote 
'^^®*  to  the  aflembly  demanding  leave  to  retire,  afligning 
as  a  caufe,  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  and  proffering  to 
leave  the  money  due  to  him  from  government^ 
which  has  been  already  fitted  to  am^Hint  to 
96,250/.    flerling,    together  with  his  hotel  and 

<  Sar  l*Adniiniilratipn|  &g.  p.4S4«    B«rtrand*f  Memoiriy  p.  174* 
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furniture  as  pledges  for  the  integrity  of  his  admini- 
ftration.  No  part  of  this  letter  was  deemed  import- 
ant enough  to  claim  any  attention,  and  they  pafled 
to  the  order  of  the  day.  Some  of  the  fedions  of 
Pkris,  on  the  news  of  his  intended  departure,  af- 
fembled  to  deliberate  whether  it  Ihould  be  permitted, 
and  whether  the  fum  he  had  propofed  to  leave  was 
fufficient  to  indemnify  the  public  for  what  he  had 
robbed  them  of,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  they 
had  been  urged  to  it  by  any  of  thofe  perfons  who 
were  then  in  the  habit  of  direfting  their  motions, 
the  mob  wo.uld  have  prevented  his  departure  and 
placed  him  in  prifon.  But  Necker's  opponents 
required  only  his  abfence,  and  therefore  difcouraged 
any  violent  proceedings  \ 

This  indifference  was  a  thunder-flroke  to  Necker, 
it  was  utterly  unexpefted,  he  felt  it  with  thegreatell 
fenfibility,  and  acknowledges  that  the  affembly,  by 
one  fmgle  expreffion  of  kindnefs  might  have  retained 
him"^.  The  whole  of  his  book  on  his  own  ad- 
miniftration  is  replete  with  expreffions  of  the 
injury  which  his  pride  and  honour  had  fuftained 
frpm  the  unkindnefs  of  the  affembly.  He  had  flill, 
however,  fome  hopes  of  returning  kindnefs,  and 
liotwithftanding  his  pretended  ill-health,  meanly 
waited  eight  days  at  Paris,  in  expeftation  that  fome 
change  of  affairs  would  occafion  his  reftoration  to 
office,  or,  as  he  expreffes  himfelf,  he  had  the  weak- 
nefs  to  await  from  fome  quarter  a  fefttiment  of 
juftice  or  of  goodnefs  ^^ 

The  journey  of  this  degraded  minifter  through  Quits  Pa- 
France,  fo  different  from  his  triumphant  entry  the  '»'  > 
year  before,  is  narrated  by  himfelf  in  fuch  pathetic 
terms,  that  I  ihould  fail   in   doing  juftice   to  the 
fubjeft  if  I  were  to  relate  it  in  any  but  his  own 

^  The  fa^t  contained  in  the  precedinfr  narrative  are  taken  fr(}m 
Moore's  View,  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  and  the  various  hidories;  which 
refpe^vety  contain  different,  but  not  repugnant  narratives. 

^  Sur  rAdmibiltraiiory  &c.  p«436.  7  Idem^  p.  4x6. 
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words,  the  fafts  are  corroborated  by  all  the  hif- 
ftorians.      "  At  feftgth  I  fet  out,  and  I  afone,  in- 
*'  dulging  a  long  feries   of  recoUedions,  I  alone 
*  know  my  ftruggles  and  my  heartfelt  pain  ;   I  fet 
**  out,  and  already  was  I  preceded  by  thofe  dread- 
<*  ful  letters,  thofe  fatal  correfpondences  which  im- 
f^  part  tcf  the  provinces  fentiments  of  hatred,  in- 
^  juftice,  and  perfecution.     Rapid  iii  their  effefls 
**  as  the  wand  of  Medea,  they  appeafe  the  furies, 
**  or  excite  them  at  pleafure.    I  fpeedily  experienced 
If  trreftcd  <«  their  malign    influence ;    I  was  taking  a   few 
r  ^A^'be  "  niomenis  repofe,  free  from  miftruft,  at  the  poft- 
^    ^  <*  houfe  in  the  little  town  of  Arcis-fitr-Aube,  torty 
**  leagues  from  Paris,  when  I  was  furprifed  by  the 
«  appearance  of  a  great  crowd  of  the  people,  and 
♦'  feveral  armed  men,  who  entered  my  chamber. 
**  They  began  by  demanding  my  paflports ;  I  had 
**  three  of  them,  and  a  fpecial  letter  from  the  king. 
•*  I  fliewed  them ;  the  municipality,  the  direftory 
♦*  of  the  diflricl   agreed,  that  they  were  perfeftly 
^  regular,  but  fome  hot-headed  individuals   pcr- 
*'  fuaded   the  national  guard   to  think  otherwife, 
**  and  violence  was  triumphant.     They  condufted 
**  us,  madame  Necker  and  myfelf,  between  two 
^'  ranks   of   fufileers,  to   an  inn  which   they  ap- 
**  pointed  for  us,  and  where  at  firft  they  talked  of 
^  keeping  us  apart  from  our  fervants ;   but  they  at 
•*  length  contented  themfelves  with  giving  a  watch- 
**  word  at  the  inn-door,  and  prohibiting  all  com- 
*'  munication  with  us ;    they  multiplied   pofts  of 
•*  fentinels,    and  to  fulfil  all  the  diftates  of  pru- 
•*  dence,  placed    a   corps-de-garde   in    the   rooms 
Wrltei  to  **  below.     I  wifhed  to  write  to  the  national  affem- 
the  aflero-  is  5iy .    permiflion  was  granted ;   but  with  a  re- 
^  ^         ♦<  fervation  that  none  of^my  fervants  fliould  carry 
**  the  letter ;  it  was  intrufted  to  two  citizens  of 
♦^  Arcis,  who,  when  they  reached  Paris,  entered  into 
♦*  confultation  with  thofe  members  of  the  aflfembly 
**  who  were  moft  inimical  to  me :  they  fixed  a  day 

♦c  and 
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**  and  hour  for  the  tranfmiffion  of  my  letter  to  tbc 
•*  national  affembly,  and  after  a  debate  which  pro- 
"  duced  fome  perfidious  but  impotent  attacks,  if 
"  was  agreed  that  I  (hould  at  leaft  enjoy  the  righu 
**  of  man^  znd  they  forbad  all  further  impediment  to 
•*  the  contmuation  of  my  journey ;  but  they  care- 
"  fully  abftained  from  expreffing  any  difapprobatiou 
**  of  the  national  guard  at  Arcis,  They  were^ 
"  however,  afraid  that  the  prefident  *,  who  was  a 
"  worthy  man,  fhould  in  his  anfwer  adopt  a  ftyle 
"  refembling  that  o£  gratitude ;  and  as  one  or  two 
^  members,  in  a  moment  of  extraordinary  boldnefs, 
"  had  hinted  fomething  of  thanks  for  my  fer vices, 
"  the  prefident  was  required  to  communicate  his 
**^  letter  before  he  difpatched  it,  and  he  was  obliged, 
**  contrary  perhaps  to  his  own  private  wifhes,  to 
**  confine  himfelf  rigidly  to  the  terms  didated  to 
«  him/' 

After  fome  dolorous  refleftions  on  this  injuftice  ProceccU 
of  the  affembly,   and  a  comparative  view  of  the  fa-  ?"  ***■ 
cility  with  which  they  voted  thanks  on  fome  occa-  ^^**'^"*^  • 
fions,  and  their  extreme  jealoufy  of  granting  them 
on  the  prefent,   he  thus  continues  :-i— "  I  quitted 
"  Arcis-fur-Aube,  that  town  which  perhaps  at  this 
"  day  regrets  its  conduft  towards  me ;    and  rein- 
"  forced  with  a  fourth  paffport,  that  of  the  na- 
"  tional  affembly,   continued  my  route.     But,  on  stopped  at 
"  my  arrival  at  Vefoul,  I  was  detained  by  the  people:  ^*"^"** 
"  they  flopped  my  carriage,  cut  the  traces,  held  the . 
"  mod  threatening  language,  and  I  had  great  dif- 
**  ficulty  in  efcaping  from  their  undifcerning  fury, 
"  At  night  the  fervants  who  were  following  me  in-  HU  fcr. 
"  curred  a  ftill  greater  danger  :  they  were  tumult-  ^^"*i  **"" 

/r  n       /«  •       1         t  1  1  •   L  •        1     .     »e(ted  and  . 

"  uoufly  fei2ed,    the  trunks  which  were  in  their  his  trunJw 
*'  carriage  were  opened,  the  padlocks  broke,  their  ^^^^^ 
"  contents  were  induftrioufly  examined  ;  and  from  ^^°* 
^  the  infide  of  the  houfe  where  thefe  iniquities  were 

*  Pureau  de  Puiy« 
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*^  tranfafting,  they  cried  to  the  mob  without,— 
**  Stay^Jidy^  we  will  give  you  notice  when  we  find  any 
**  thing.  They  only  wanted  therefore  a  pretence  to 
*'  commit  the  greateft  violences ;  fortunately  they 
*^  found  none  ;  the  papers  were  a  collefHon  of  the 
"  principal  letters  of  thanks  and  kindnefs  which  I 
**  had  received  for  fome  time  pad :  the  manufcript 
**  books  contained  the  accounts  of  my  doraeftic  ex* 
**  pences :  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  let  my 
**  fervants  depart,  who  for  neai  five  hours  confix 
^*  dered  themfelves  between  life  and  death,  and  in 
**  their  danger  bound  themfelves  by  vows,  which 
*'  after  their  deliverance  they  immediately  fuU 
«  filled  V 
AfTirei  It  Thus,  after  a  journey  replete  with  difgrace,  infult, 
^Copeu  j^jjj  danger,  he  arrived  at  his  eftate  at  Copet,  where 
he  ftill  refides  *".  The  oblivion  from  which  he  was 
refcued  by  M.  Lally,  and  which  he  appears  fo  much 
to  have  dreaded,  now  fo  completely  enfhrouds  him, 
that  all  the  abufe  of  his  adverfaries,  who  are  to  be 
found  in  all  parties,  and  three  works  of  confiderable 
fize,  befides  unaller  ones,  which  he  has  pubiifhed  fince 
his  retreat,  are  infufficient,  amongft  thofe  who  arc 
not  immediate  fufferers  by  the  revolution,  to  make 
him  perfonally  the  topic  of  a  moment's  converf- 
Ittion.    The  popular  indignation  was  carried  to  fuch 

*  Sur  rAdmlnidratloiit  &c.  p.416, 

^  Gibbon  thus  defcribes  his  mifcrv  after  his  retreat  t  **  I  pafled  four 
<f  days  at  the  caftle  of  Copet  with  Necker  }  and  contd  have  wilhed  to 
f*  have  (hewn  him,  as  a  warning  to  any  afpiring  youth  poflefled  with 
*<  the  dasmon  of  ambition.  With  all  the  means  of  private  happinefs 
<(  in  his  power,  he  is  the  moft  mtferable  of  human  beings  t  the  paft, 
*f  the  prefent,  and  the  future,  are  equally  odious  to  him.  When  I 
*  «(  fugged  d  iome  domeftic  amufements  of  books,  building,  &c.  he 

~  **  anfNvercd  with  a  deep  tone  of  defpa^r,  *  Daut  iVtai  $m  j»  fuis,  Jewefm 

<'  ftniir  que  It  coup  4*  vM^  f  »<  ma  aUatu,*  How  different  ^rom  the  care* 
<*  lels  chccihilnefs  with  which  our  poor  friend  lord  North  fupported 
**  his  fall  1  M^dnme  Necker  maintains  more  external  compofare, 
««  mats  It  dubk  u*y  f>trd  rieo*  It  is  true  that  Necker  wiihed  to  be  carried 
f<  into  the  clofer,  like  old  Pitt,  on  the  fhoulders  of  the  people;  and 
«(  that  he  had  been  ruined- by  that  democracy  which  he  bad  raifed.*' 
Pibbon't  Mifcellapeou^  Worl^s^  vol.  i*  p.  ai }« 

extreme 
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extremes  at  the  period  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  1792, 
that  his  bufts  and  ftatues  were  affiduoufly  fought 
out,  and  deftroyed  with  all  the  marks  of  ignominy 
and  hatred  fhewn  to  thofe  of  kings  '• 

The  jconduft  of  Necker  on  every  occafion  has  nh  cha. 
been  fo  amply 'difcuffed  in  the  preceding  pages,  that  '■*^«^* 
it  is  unneceflary  to  fpeak  of  it  otherwife  than  in  ge- 
neral terms.  That  he  was  a  prmcipal  caufe  of  the 
French  revolution  is  admitted  by  writers  of  every 
defcription,  by  perfons  whofe  principles  and  ftyles 
are  oppofite  as  thofe  of  Bertrand  and  Pag^s :  yet  it 
is  his  fate  to  have  no  defenders ;  the  royalift  writers 
load  him  with  execration,  as  a  monfter,  the  ftigma 
of  the  human  race ;  while  the  republicans  defpife 
him  as  a  (hallow  egotift,  with  views  narrow  and  con- 
trafted,  and  an  underftanding  too  limited  to  form  , 
a  grand  univerfal  fcheme  of  government  **.  He  in- 
direftly  confeffes  that  the  revolution  was  his  work, 
when  he  fays,  that  "  the  precipitation  with  which 
"  the  ftates-general  were  promifed,  and  the  impa- 
**  tience  with  which  the  execution  of  this  engage- 

^  Pehier  relates  a  curious  anecdote  of  a  buft  of  Necker,  which  may 
fliew  the  inltability  of  popular  favour.  A  I'culptor  of  the  name 
of  Houdon,  had  been  ordered  to  make  a  bult  of  this  minifter 
ibon  after  the  i+th  of  July,  •*  The  artift,  confined  in  his  work* 
"  (hop,  had  no  idea  that,  in  the  fhort  time  which  elapfcd  from  his 
**  receiving  the  order  till  his  finifliing  the  buft,  the  people  could 
"  poHibly  have  expelled  from  their  temple  the  idol  they  before  wor- 
"  (hipped.  Houdon  therefore  having  exerted  himfelf  to  complete  it, 
"  comes  all  covered  with  fweat  and  du(t,  bringing  the  precioos 
"  marble,  carefully  wrapt  up  in  miatting  a  few  days  after  the  cx- 
"  pedition  to  Nancy.  What  an  unfortunate  circumflance  I  The 
"  blood  of  the  brethren  and  friends  of  Chateauvieux  had  been  (bed  : 
*•  Necker  was  one  of  the  king^s  privy  council  t  not  a  member  of  the 
'*  common  council  dared  to  expiefs  his  approbation  of  the  buft  :  it 
**  wac  rejected  with  contempt;  and  the  artill  thought  himfelf  very 
"  lucky  in  being  fuffcred  to  take  it  home,  with  the  hope  of  felling  it 
"  atfome  future  day,  as  an  hiftorical  monument  of  pppular  ingratr- 
**  tude."     Late  Pi6\ure  of  Paris,  vol.ii.  p.  no. 

^  See  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  177.  Pages  Hiftoire  Secrete, 
▼ol.  i.  p.  167.  319.  Playfair^s  Hiiloryof  Jacobiniim,  p.  67.  Apologie 
dei  Projets,  Sec,  p.  185.  Arthur  Young's  Example  of  France,  &c. 
P- 47*  S3.  Alfo  an  admirable  delineation  of  his  charafler  in  BouilU> 
Memoirs,  p.  516* 

**  mcnt 
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"  mcnt  was  hurried  on,  produced  baneful  confe- 
"  quences  *."  Now  no  perfon  hurried  on  the  per- 
formance  of  the  king's  promife  fo  much  as  himfelf, 
z$  he  owns  with  fome  felf-gratulation  in  his  puUic- 
ation  in  1791  ^  In  defence  of  his  general  conduft 
he  very  frequently  recurs  to  the  force  of  public  opi- 
nion  ;  but  this  is  a  mere  cant  word  ;  the  public  opi- 
nion is  not  the  law  of  a  wife  man  or  a  great  ftatef- 
man,  it  is  a  powerful  machine  which  he  ought  to  di- 
reel,  but  never  fufter  himfelf  to  be  drawn  jn  by  its 
iin|>etucfity5  or  crufhed  by  its  weight.  It  is  well 
hid  by  Mallet  du  Pan,  that  Necker  fell  a  vidtim  to 
public  opinion,  after  having  offered  incenfe  to  it  as 
^n  idol,  inftead  of  governing  it  as  the  Have  of  expe- 
dience and  genius^.  His  vanity,  which  was  in 
fome  degree  defenfible,  confidering  how  much  it 
wag  inflamed  by  the  public  and  every  one  about 
him,  occafioned  moft  of  his  errors ;  but  his  defire 
of  retaining  his  place  led  him  to  adopt  meafures  and 
form  coalitions  to  which  a  virtuous  and  confident 
man,  whatever  might  have  been  his  ultimate  views, 
would  not  have  condefcended.  His  political  inte- 
grity is  much  applauded ;  I  think  it  has  fome 
ihades  ;  but  admitting  it  to  be  unfullied,  it  affords 
but  a  feeble  excufe  for  the  evils  he  has  occafioned. 
In  private  life,  an  honeft  motive  extenuates  erro- 
neous conduft,  but  a  minifter  is  juft  as  culpable  for 
the  effects  which  are  derived  from  want  of  fkill, 
as  for  thofe  which  refult  from  evil  intentions*  Nec- 
ker is  acknowledged  even  by  his  enemies  to  have 
been  humane,  juft,  and  benevolent;  a  good  hufband, 
father,  and  friend.  His  vanity  made  him  defirous 
to  monopolife  admiration,  which  wifli  the  partialis 
of  his  family  might  confiderably  augment ;  and  it 
was  accompaniea  with  a  jealoufy  of  others,  and,  a 

•  On  the  Kcfolution,  5fc.  vol.  i.  p.  199* 
^  Sur  l^Adminitiratkn,  &c.  p.  31. 

t  Met  cure  Francois,   Hiftorique  &  Politique,    ToU  dn  %s  AvrU 
juft^u^au  »i  Jttin  179I1  p.i3S. 

vindifUve 
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vindi^venefs  when  attacked,  which  derogates  much 
from  his  charafter  as  a  philofopher-*". 

It  remains  only  to  fpeak  of  him  as  an  author,  and  writ- 
I  cannot  even  give  a  complete  lift  of  his  works.  ""^S**  . 
Tihofe  which  have  fallen  under  my  obfervation  dif- 
play  marks  of  afliduous  refearch  and  copious  inform- 
ation, but  are  written  in  a  ftyle  fo  laborioufly  po- 
filhed  as  to  incur  the  charge  of  aflFeftation.     Ber- 
tirand  juftly  places  him  amongft  the  diftinguiihed 
writers  bf  the  age.     The  works  of  Necker  which  I 
Bave  read  are  the  following  :  his  Compie  renduy  and 
De  r Admini/lraiion  des  Finances^  both  of  which  con- 
tain ftriking  fafts,  ingenious  calculations,  and  deduc- 
tions for  the  moft  part  fanftioned  by  reafon ;  his 
treatife    De  rimporiance  des  Opinions  Religieufes  is 
preferable  to  all  his  otl;ier  writings  :   I  have  quoted 
many  paffages  of  his  book  intitled  Sur  r Adniinijira^ 
iion  de  M.  Necker  par  lui  meme :   it  appears  from 
the  exordium,  that  he  retired  to  Copet  in  a  fit  of 
dogged  fullennefs,  and  thought  that  his  incenfed 
pride  would  be  beft  appeafed  by  a  ftately  filence ; 
this  however  approached  too  much  to  a  ftate  of 
nullity,  and  feemed  to  accelerate  his  journey  to  the 
fliades  of  oblivion,  he  thereforje  adopted  theexcefc  of 
egotifm.     Mallet  du  Pan,  fpeaking  of  this  book, 
fays,  it  proves  that  he  was  led  away  by  events  to 
which  he  knew  not  how  to  oppofe  either  the  force 
of  aftion  or  the  vis  inertia  \     He  next  publiflied  an 
effay   Du  Pouvoir  Executifj   which  contains   many 
maxims  of  the'  higheft  importance,  and  which,  if 
duly  attended  to,  would  have  fpared  the  country  to 
which  it  was  addreffed  many  woes  and  much  dif- 
grace.      The   writers   of  the  literary  part  of  the 
Mercure  Francois^  men  of  different  opinion^  from 

b  See  his  chara£>er  in  mod  of  the  authorities  before  quoted,  particu-  * 
larly  Dr.  Moore  and  Benrand.     See  alfo  icinaikable  initancet  of  hit 
vindi^livenefs  in  bertrand*8  MemoitSy  vol.i.  p.  13}.  and  la  Baft  ilk 
devoilee  7me  livraifon,  p.  10S. 

A  Mcrcuie  Frao^ois,  ubi  fupra. 

'6  Mallet 
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Mallet  du  Pan,  afFefted  to  defend  the  conftitution 
againft  his  attacks'";  and  Peltier  acknowledges, 
that  the  work  is  fubjeft  to  no  reproach  but  the 
name  of  the  author  \  His  lafl:  publication.  On  the 
French  Revolution^  has  been  difcufled  in  many  par- 
ticulars where  the  author  defends  his  own  conduct 
The  information  it  contains  is  not*  fo  extenfive  as 
might  have  been  expefted,  but  the  fadls  difclofed  in 
it  are  related  with  force  and  effeft,  and  many  of  the 
obfervations  on  events  pofterior  to  his  retreat,  par- 
ticularly on  the  prefent  conftitution,  are  worthy  of 
peculiar  attention.  Thofe  parts  of  the  work  which 
apply  to  himfelf  are  not  to  be  implicitly  relied  on ; 
the  difpofition  to  place  too  much  confidence  in  them 
will  be  confiderably  checked  by  an  attentive  com- 
parifon  of  them  with  •  the  correfponding  parts  of 
L' Admini/iration  de  M.  Necker.  He  commenced 
his  literary  career  with  his  ^flay  on  the  Legi/laiion  cf 
Grain,  which  Playfair  and  Arthur  Young,  as  has 
already  been  faid,  fpeak  of  with  difrefpeft.  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  that,  or  his  writings  concerning 
the  Eq^  India  Company.  In  1773,  he  wrote  the 
Eulogium  of  Colbert,  which  gained  him  the  crown  at 
the  French  Academy;  and  in  which,  with  great 
fineffe,  he  decried  the  adminiftration  of  Terrai, 
while  praifmg  his  illuftrious  predeceflbr  "•  He  alfo 
wrote,  while  the  king's  trial  was  depending,  a  de- 
fence of  him,  under  the  title  of  Refie6lions  addrejed 
to  the  French  Nation,  &c.  which  Peltier  calls  the  Fu- 
neral oration  of  Louis  XVI. "  It  may  however 
have  afforded  Necker  fome  pleafure  to  know,  that 
this  produftion  met  the  eye  of  the  unfortunate  fo- 
vereign  in  whofe  behalf  it  was  compofed  * ;  apd 
Gibbon  mentions  it  with  appr9bation  ^. 

^  Mercure  Frnn^ois  Literaire,  du  31  Aoilit  1791,  p.  77. 

•  Late  Piftureot  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  117. 
»  Anecciotef,  .&c.  vol.  t.  p  i6i. 

•  Late  Pifturc  of  Paris,  voLi.  p.  356,  40J, 

•  Journal  de  Clcry,  p.  138. 

9  G;bbou*s  Mirccllaneoitf  Works,  toI,  u 
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Due    d'ORLEANS, 


'^pHE  confpiracy  entered  into  by  the  duke  of 
*  Orleans,  fo  undefined  in  its  tendency,  fo  bale* 
fill  in  its  effedts,  contributed  more  perhaps  than 
any  other  caufe  to  give  that  extraordinary  violence 
and  ferocity  to  the  French  revolution,  by  which  it 
was  difgraced  even  in  its  ea^eft  ftages  ^ 

'  The  hiftoi-y  of  this  coi\f|)iP«cy,  including  the  whole  piihlic  and 
private  life  of  the  duke,  has  been  detailed  by  Montjoye,  in  a  work  in 
tiiree  Tolumes  oftavo,  iiititled  HiJIoirt  di  U  Conjuratitn  dt  Louis  Fbilipp^ 
J^fifb  d'OrUam,  from  which,  where  no  other  authority  is  cited,  I^have 
^ived  my  information.     I  (hould  not,  however,  afcrilie  events  of  > 
ftich  magnitude  and  importance  as  thofc  which  are  deduced  from  thi» 
tonfpincy  to  fuch  a  caufe,  if  I  did  not  entertain  the  firnieft  convi^lion 
of  theamhor^s^^rtf/con'eflncfs.     This  convi^ion  arifes,  i  ft,  From 
the  obvious  coincidence  of  hiftorical  truth  with  the  circumltancei 
flated  by  Monrjoye.      «d.  From  the  concurrent  ttftimony  of  mod 
^mbors  who  htvc  written,  and  moft  orators  wfio  have  fpoken  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  revolution,  as  well  royaliiis  as  i-epubiicims,  in  fup- 
port  of  moft  of  the  fa^s  detailed  byMontjoyej    evidence  of  whicb 
I  ihall  often  avail  myfelf  to  fupport  the  alTertions  I  feel  authorifed  to 
Bake.    3d,  Befidef  the  foregoing  reafons,  I  am  induced  to  give  the 
Riore  credit  to  Montjoye,   from   his  having  already  received  that 
J<wnge  from  men  of  the  greateft  difcemment  and  molt  cftabliflieil 
fame,  as  well  as  thofe  who,  from  their  attachment  to  republicanifm, 
'''Hild  be  more  anxious  to  fupprefs  or  difavow  every  narrative  from    . 
'[w  pen  of  a  ftrenuout  royalift.     Among  the  former  may  be  men- 
tioned profeflbr  Robifon,    the  abb6  Barruel,  and  the  author  of  an 
niftorical    Eflay  on    the    Conquefts    and    Ambition    of   France. 
Among    the    latter,    the    hiftorian    and    circumnavigator    Page^. 
*■    mentioning    Monijoye's    general    correflncfs,     I    wifli     it     to 
^  vnderilood  that  I  am  perteflly  fenfible  that  ft  few  hiftorical, 
biographical,  and  chronological  miibkes  are  found  in  his  work  ;  but 
the  grand  outline  is  drawn  with  truth,  moft  of  the  principal  (i^uies 
comply  designed,  and  the  whole  piece  (notwithftanding  occalional 
biemi(he«  of  no  great  importance)  a  corren  though  (hocking  pi^ure 
w  the  timei. 

Louis- 
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jjthApr.       Louis-Philippe-Jofeph,  fir  ft  prince  of  the  blood, 
Binbt^'     duke  of  Orleans,  Chartres,  Nemours,  Montpenfier, 
and  Etampes,  count  of  Beaujolois,  Vermandois,  and 
Soiflbns,  was  born  at  St.  Cloud.     The  notorious 
impurity  of  his  mother,  Louifa-Henrietta  de  Bour- 
bon-Conti,  was  fuch  as  to  have  infpired  his  grand- 
father the  regent  with   doubts  of  his  legitimacy, 
which  he  retained  till  the  hour  of  his  death,  though 
the  arguments  of  his  confeflbr  induced  the  regent 
on   his  death-bed   verbally  to  alter  his  judgment. 
Perfon.      Orleans  was   above  the  middle  fize,  ftrong,  and 
robuft  ;   his  appearance  was  dignified  in  a  very  re- 
markable degree,  when  he  chofe  to  infufe  into  it 
that  elevation  which  his  rank  demanded,  though  it 
was  generally  debafed  by  vulgar  aflfeftation.    Hb 
face  pofleffed  in  his  yo\ith  a  confiderable  fhare  of 
fweetnefs  and  beauty  ;  the  delicacy  of  his  (kin,  be- 
fore his  debaucheries  had  incruftea  it  tvith  pimples, 
and  the  foftnefs  of  his  blue  eyes,  gave  him  rather 
an  effeminate  appearance;   but  his  youth,  quality, 
and  good-nature  infpired  the  moft  favourable  pre- 
poffeffion.     During  the  life  of  his  father,  he  was 
iDifinciin-  known  as  due  de  Chartres.     He  was  fo  little  dif- 
ation  to     pofed  to  improve 'his  mind  by  the  ordinary  means, 
*"'*^*       that,  as  foon  as  he  was  emancipated  from  his  tutor^ 
he  bade  adieu  to  every  kind  of  ftudy,  or  if  he  occa- 
fionally  began  any,  his  hatred  of  mental  fatigue  oc- 
cafioned  a  fpeedy  dereliftion.     This  difinclination  to 
literature  confined  the  refources  of  his  mind,  and 
by  limiting  his  means  of  cbmmtmication,  prevented 
at  a  later  period  the  difcovery  of  his  political  in- 
trigues, by  preventing  him  from  leaving  permanent 
traces  of  his  condud.     Where  a  man  of  abilities 
would  have  made  an  harangue,  he  gave  a  hint;  and 
not  having  the  faculty  of  fpeaking  or  writing  well, 
indired  infinuations,  melTages  bearing  no  {lamp  of 
authenticity,   and  bribes  which  the  receivers  would 
be  anxious  to  dilavow.  were  his  only  exmncL 

He 
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Et  pafled  Ivs  jouth  in  grofs,  open  det^auchery,  Diffipatiofu 
t^hidi  at  once  auonifbed  and  corrupted  the  city  of 
Fsffis.  His  wealth  afforded  means  of  unbounded 
gratification,  and-  hk  birth  made  his  exceflfes  the  tvHj 
and  gave  an  air  of  fuperior  confequence  to  tbofe '  % 
who  nrequented  his  fociety,  many  of  whom  injured 
their  fortunes,  their  health,  and  even  loft  their  lives, 
by  die  pernicious  influence  of  his  example.  In  his 
debauchery  there  was  none  of  that  courtly  elegance, 
which,  making  the  purfuit  of  pleafure  the  objeft  of 
refined  minds,  produces,  with  the  evils  attendant  on 
licentioufnefs,  thofe  finifhed  manners  which  improve 
the  age,  and  thofe  fpirited  efiiifions  which  delight 
pofterity :  his  was  of  that  coarfc  defcription  where 
gratification  alone  is  confidered ;  the  eftablifhed  fyf- 
tems  ofTnorality,  and  the  fprightly  efforts  of  exu- 
berant fancy,  are  equally  difregarded.  Amongft 
the  viftims  of  his  example  is  to  be  enumerated  the 
prince  de  Lamballe,  fon  of  the  due  de  Penthi^vre, 
high  admiral  of  France,  who  was  carried  off  at  a 
very  early  age '.  This  event  opened  a  new  view  to 
the  avarice  and  ambition  of  Chartres  j  he  formed  a 
matriij^onial  alliance  with  the  only  furviving  fifter 
of  |iis  .deceafed  friend,  that  he  might  fecure  the 
g^ter  part  of  the  family  eftate  to  himfelf. 

The  obje£l  which  moft  flattered  his  ambition  was  i77»* 
the  hope  of  attaining  the  exalted  and  lucrative  poft  fj^J^^^^y*^ 
x)f  high  admiral.  It  was  held  by  his  father-in-law, 
the  due  de  Penthievre,  but  Chartres  expefted  a 
grant  of  the  reverfion.  To  qualify  himfelf  for  this 
fituation  according  to  the  rules  of  the  French  navy, 
he  went  on  board  the  fleet  commanded  by  d'Or- 
viUlers,  and  was  fucceflively  pronxoted  from  the 
rank  of  midfliipman  to  thofe  of  lieutenant,  captain, 

'  I  ftate  this  faft  ifter  Montjoye  and  Peltier  (Pi6^ure  of  Paris* 
vol.  ii.  p.  17.)  in  the  mildelt  terms.  Playfair  fays,  that  Chartres 
killed  the  prince  de  Lambalie  by  leading  him,  on  purpofe,  where  he 
•^as  to  contra^  a  mortal  difordcr.  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm.  p.  81.  n, 
^  alfu  Mcnnoires  poui*  icrvir  a  I'Hiitoirc  du  Jacohinifme,  vol.  ii. 

commodore. 
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commodore,  and  finally  vice-admiral.  In  all  pro* 
lability  he  would  have  attained  the  objed  of  his 
wifhes,  but  in  the  aftion  with  Keppel  oflF  X)fliant  he 
betrayed  fuch  ridiculous  emotions  of  fear  as  drew 
on  hunthe  deferved  contempt  of  the  navy,  and  of 
the  city  of  Paris.  The  king  would  not  grant  him 
the  reverfion  he  defired  i  but  to  gratify  his  ambi- 
tion in  fome  degree,  made  him  colonel-general  of 
huflars^  a  rank  created  for  the  exprefs  purpofe. 
Chartres  bore  the  farcafms  and  ridicule  of  the  Pi- 
rifians  with  that  ftoicifm  which  is  fupplied  by  an 
indifference  to  public  opinion  ;  but  the  cenfure  im- 
plied in  the  preferment  given  by  the  courts  which, 
inftead  of  encouraging  his  pretenfions  to  naval  pro- 
motion, indireftly  feemed  to  difmifs  him  fipm  the 
fleet,  rankled  in  his  mind,  and  firft  produced  that 
hatred  of  the  royal  family  which  fo  materially  in- 
fluenced his  fubfequent  conduft ".  Through  life  he 
was  diilinguifhed  by  an  implacability  of  difpofition ; 
he  was  not  morofe,  on  the  contrary,  remarkably 
mild,  accefHble,  and  beneficent  to  his  fervants  and 
dependants,  but  he  could  not  forgive. 
^ff^**""d*  After  leaving  the  fleet  his  time  was  divided  be- 
^^^  '  tween  the  purfiiits  of  fenfuality,  the  fports  of  the 
field,  and  the  employments  of  the  gaming-table. 
He  occafionally  travelled  in  a  defoltory  manner, 
without  fyftem,  or  apparent  view  of  improvement. 
He  frequently  vifited  England,  and  contrafted  that 
tafle  for  the  drefs,  manners,  and  diverfions,  parti- 
cularly horfe-racing,  which  afterwards  extended 
itfelf  amongfl  his  countrymen,  and  was  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Anglo-inanie.  He  affefted  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  Ejiglifli  jockey,  though  he  was  never 
flovenly,  but  rather  in  trie  contrary  extreme. 
Becomes  a  It  was  probably  in  England  that  he  firft  became 
fo"  "'^  a  free-mafon.  That  fociety  had  long  been  efta- 
blilhed  in  France,   though  greatly  corrupted  and 

*  BouilU't  Memoiresy.  p.  313, 

disfigured. 
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,  disfigured.  On  the  death  of  the  comte  de  Cler*  1781. 
maaty  late  grand-mafter,  Chartres  afpfared  to  fucceed  ^J^*** 
him.  As  the  (ituation  imparted  a  degree  of  au« 
thority  and  importance  of  which  mere  Englifh  free*- 
mafons  can  have  no  comprehenfion,  the  attainment 
required  an  exertion  of  great  addre^,  and  a  profit- 
fion  of  promifes  and  bribes.  The  candidate  was 
not  fparing  of  thefe,  and  finally  fucceeded  ^  Having 
attained  this  objed,  he  ufed  all  his  efforts  to  render 
free-mafonry  general  in  France,  and  fucceded  fo 
well,  that  in  three  or  four  years  after  his  eleftion,  17^4^ 
he  was  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  fixty-fix  ?»«»'on^^ 
new  lodges  of  mafons,  diftinguiflied  by  various  tons, 
appellations,  but  all  emanating  from  the  fame  focus ". 
As  they  acquired  extenfion  and  celebrity  the  free- 
mafons  began  to  adopt  new  fancies,  to  improve^  as 
they  termed  it,  their  original  inftitution,  and  afTume 
imaginary  dignities  derived  from  antiquity^  Chartres 
was  a  zealous  patron  of  thefe  innovations.  He 
vifited  and  encouraged  the  new  lodges,  heard  with 
complacency  their  intrpdudory  harangues,  already 
tinftured  with  atheifm,  and  the  dodrines  of  liberty 
and  equality  *.  The  loge  des  Chevaliers  bienfaifans 
was  formed  at  Lyons,  as  a  fuperior  lodge  to  the 
reft,  and  the  members  pretended  to  revive  in  their 
own  perfons  the  order  of  Knights  Templars. 
Chartres,  among  others,  had  fo  much  complaifance 
for  this  abfurdity  as  to  fubmit  to  the  clerical  tonfure. 
Several  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  charafters  in  the 
French  revolution,  as  Efpremenil,  Bailly,  Syeyes, 
Fauchet,  Lequinio,  Maury,  Mounier,  were  mem* 
bers  of  this  fociety,  but  there  is  no  trace  of  any 
formal  confpiracy  at  this  early  period,  although  in 
their  difcourfes  they  made  vigorous  attacks  on  the 
principles  of  religion  and  government^. 

*  Kobifon^s  Proofs  of  a  Confpincy.  p.  3S1. 
■  Idem,  p.  49.  101.  381.  *  Idtm,  p  41. 

y  Idcio,  p.  49.      See  alfo  Mcmoires   pour   fcrvir   a  THiftoire   du 
jAcobiniffne,  par  Banuei,  vol.ii.  p. 461. 

VOL.  II.  p  His 


210  ORLEANS. 

Afccndt  His  charafter  was  not  in  the  mean  time  improving, 
in  a  bd-  jj^  made  himfelf  additionally  ridiculous  on  the  fcorc 
^"*  of  cowardice,  by  afcending  in  an  air-balloon  from 
St.  Cloud,  with  two  adventurers  of  the  name  of 
Robert.  Such  a  frolic,  in  a  prince  of  the  blood, 
was  contemptible  at  bell,  but  he  was  fo  much  terri- 
fied at  the  appearance  of  danger  in  a  new  form, 
that  he  loft  all  prefence  of  mind,  and  tore  the 
taffeta  to  facilitate  the  defcent  of  the  machine  by 
the  evafion  of  the  gas.  The  ftep  was  what  wifdom 
and  courage  would  have  didated,  but  he  was  known 
to  poffefs  fo  little  of  either,  that  the  Parifians 
laughed  at  him  without  referve,  and  faid  he  bad 
exhibited  his  cowardice  in  three  of  the  four  ele- 
ments. 
,1785-.  After  the  death  of.  his  father,  he  injured  himfdf 
His  avarice  ^^^.^  effeftually  in  the  minds  of  the  people  by  an 
ad  founded  only  in  infatiable  avarice.  Anxious  to 
increafe  an  already  overgrown  fortune,  and  carelefs 
of  the  convenience  or  opinion  of  others,  he  entered 
into  a  fpeculation  to  furround  the  giardens  of  the 
palais  royal  with  buildings.  Thofe  who  occupied 
the  houfes  already  erefted,  who  had  embellifhed, 
furniflied,  and  paid  for  them,  according  to  the 
apparent  beauty  and  pleafantnefs  of  the  fituation, 
found  themfelves  on  the  point  of  being  fliut  out 
from  a  charming  profpeft,  and  reduced  to  inhabit 
a  narrow  ftreet.  They  remonftrated,  the  duke  was 
obftinate.  They  commenced  a  lawfuit,  and  were 
Caft.  They  again  attended  the  duke,  and  pointed 
out  to  him  how  his  conduft  would  excite  the  ill 
opinion  of  the  people ;  *'  I  would  not  give  a  fmglc 
*'  half-crown  for  their  good  opinion,**  was  his  an- 
and  in-  fwer.  This  aft  of  difhonourable  felfifluiefs  waj 
jufticc.  fucceeded  by  another,  fo  unjuft  and  meanlv  rapa- 
cious as  to  be  worthy  only  of  the  bafeft  marper. 
He  let  fome  (hops  and  houfes  in  the  palais .  royal 
on  leafes,  for  which  he  exafted  premiums  from  the 
tenants,  and  immediately  afterwards  fold  the  pre- 
fixes. 
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fidfes*  A  iale,  by  the  rules  of  the  civil  code,  then 
prevalent  in  France^  annulled  a  leafe,  or  other 
temporary  demife  *. 

When  M.  de  Calonne  affembled  the  notables,  '787. 
Orleans,  as  prmce  of  the  blood,  was  appomted  in^"hc  fiift 
prefident  of  one  committee.  His  reputation  was  fo  notables, 
odious,  and  his  conduft  fo  mean,  that  his  committee 
was  diftinguiflied  bv  the  title  of  Coinitc  des  Ladres^ 
or  committee  oi  Jkin-Jlints.  This  arofe  from  the 
parfimony  of  Orleans,  who  did  not,  like  the  other 
princes,  keep  a  table  at  Verfailles,  but  returned 
every  night  to  Paris.  An  anecdote,  however,  is 
recorded  of  his  conduft  in  this  affembly,  which 
doe?  him  great  honour.  He  attended  his  committee 
one  day^  and  addreffed  them  in  thefe  words: 
"  Gentlemen,  you  are  about  to  read  a  memorial 
"  on  certain  feignorial  rights.  If  you  fanftion  it, 
"  I  fhall  lofe  four  hundred  thoufand  livres  ( 1 7,50c  A) 
"  a-year.  I  could  not  fubmit  to  this  lofs  with  a 
"  good  grace,  and  might  perhaps  make  .fome  un- 
"  guarded  remarks.  1  think  it  mod  prudent,  and 
"  moft  delicate  for  me  to  retire,  and  give  no  opi* 
"  nion  on  the  fpbjeft.  I  have  obtained  leave  of 
"  abfence  for  a  few  days,  of  which  I  (hall  imme- 
"  diately  avail  myfelf."  The  committee  requefted 
that  he  would  forbear  delivering  his  opiijion,  if  he 
thought  proper,  but  that  he  would  continue  to 
prefide ;  he  perfevered,  however,  in  his  refufal, 
from  a  dread  of  court  raining  the  voters  *. 

After  the  diflblution  of  this  affembly,  Orleans,  Oppofition 
as.  ufualj  lived  in  a  ftate  of  luxurious  fenfuality,  ^'* 
furrounded  by  a  court  of  his  own,  formed  of 
perfons  whofe  fimilarity  of  character  prevented 
refleftion  or  reproach.  He  retained  a  gloomy 
haned  againft  the  king  and  queen,  on  account  of 
his  not  having  obtained  the  reverfion  of  the  place 

*  Playfaii's  Hlftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  8i.  n. 

•  Anccdoics  tlu  Regpc  de  Louis  XVI,  vol.  vi.  p.  77.  84. 

P  2  of 


to  the 
court. 


412  O  R  L  B  A  N  & 

of  high-admiral*  His  firft  difplay  of  fyftemaA; 
oppofition  was  during  the  unpopular  adminiftratioa 
of  the  archbilhop  of  Sens.  The  pedals  royal  had 
long  been  the  refuge  of  a  herd  of  malecontents, 
who  took  advantage  of  the  ftate  of  finances  to  ex«* 
cite  the  public  difcontent,  by  inflammatory  and 
feditious  writings,  and  every  other  means  in  their 
power.  A  regular  council,  compofed  partly  of 
thefe,  partly  of  fome  difaffecled  members  of^  the 
parliament,  anxious  for  innovation,  was  held  nighdy, 
at  which  the  fleps  to  be  taken  in  the  debates  of 
the  fubfequent  day,  were  arranged  and  regulated. 
The  duke's  purfe  was  profufely  opened  to  pay  the 
writers  and  orators  who  clamoured  for  a  convoca* 
tion  of  the  flates-general,  and  his  influence  on  the 
parliament  was  fuch  as  to  produce  that  line  of 
condud  which  occafioned  their  banifhment  to 
Troyes  ^.  This  aft  of  feverity,  however,  exceeded 
the  wifhes  of  his  highnefs,  he  feared  that  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  the  fermentation  of  the  capital,  and 
the  vortex  of  his  influence,  they  might  abate  the 
fervour  of  their  attachment,  and  difcontinue  their 
oppofition.  Befides,  he  was  not  defirous  to  fee 
them  invefted  with  too  great  a  (hare  of  popularity, 
as  their  eftimation  was  not  a  primary  objeft,  but 
fubordinate  to  the  views  which  he  now  began  to 
entertain.  He  therefore  induced  them  to  make 
that  concefTion  which  produced  their  recall,  and 
diminiflied  their  reputation  with  the  public' 
Forms  While  afiairs  were  in  this  ftate,  and  the  public 

with  Mi.  mind  extremely  agitated,  Mirabeau  returned  to  Paris 
rabcau.  from  Berlin,  where  he  had  been  on  a  vifit  to  his  friend 
MauviUon.  Mirabeau  had  been  difappointed  by 
Calonne  of  the  fecretaryfliip  of  the  notables,  and 
the  archbifhop  of  Sens  had  not  encouraged  him 
according  to  his  own  eftimate  of  his  pretenfions. 
He  faw  that  he  had  nothing  to  exped  from  the 

^  SeeDE  Bribnnb. 
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court,  and  was  therefore  rejoiced  to  fee  an  oppofi- 
^on  party  rifing  in  the  kingddm.  He  confidered 
Orleans  a  fit  man  to  be  the  oftenfible  head  of 
fuch  a  party,  as  birth,  wealth,  and  independence 
were  in  him  united.  The  impreffion  made  by  his 
pad  condufl  might  be  effaced  by  a  few  popular  afts; 
and  his  want  of  talents,  his  ambition,  and  his  ran* 
cour  were  circumftances  rather  favourable  than 
detrimental  to  the  views  of  Mirabeau.  In  the 
cxifting  (late  of  the  public  mind,  it  was  greatly 
advantageous  to  Orleans  that  he  had  never  received 
money  from  the  treafury,  and  his  wealth,  by  what- 
ever means  augmented,  was  contemplated  with  lefs 
malignity  than  that  of  any  nobleman  or  prince  who 
was  attached  to  the  court  \ 

Mirabeau  faw  the  great  advantages  and  influence  Becomes 
which  might  be  derived  from  the  focieties  of  free-  ^^.J!^""*'' 
mafons,  of  which  Orleans  was  grand-mafter,  he  there- 
fore readily  acceded  to  the  overtures  made  by  the 
duke,  and  imparted  to  him  the  myfteries  of  illu- 
minifm.  From  this  period  the  fyftematic  perver- 
fion  of  the  mafonic  lodges  in  France  began  •*. 

In  conformity  with  the  plans  of  his  new  coad-  Oppofc» 
jutors,  Orleans  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  refitting  de  '®^"* 
Brienne's  propofal  for  a  loan  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  (18,375,000/.).  In  this  inftance 
he  displayed  confummate  addrefs,  and,  for  the  only 
time  in  his  life,  courage  and  confiftency.  .  The 
archbilhop,  apprehenfive  that  his  projeft  would 
meet  with  ftrenuous  oppofition,  founded  the  mem- 
bers of  the  parliament.  All  the  friends  of  Orleans 
promifed  their  hearty  co-operation,  while,  in  faft, 
they  meditated  the  moft  determined  oppofitioa. 
The  minitter,  deceived  by  thefe  promifes,  prevailed 
on  the  king  to  hold  a  royal  fitting,  for  the  purpofe 
of  regiftering  that  and  other  decrees.    The  oppo« 

c  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolutiony  p.  54* 
'  RobUbo*t  Proofsj  p.  385. 
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firion  refolvcd  to  hinder  the  regiftration,  and,  as  the 
conftitution  of  a  royal  fitting  permitted  it,  to  caufe 
the  queftion   to  be  argued  and  put    to  the  vote. 
7tb  Not.    The  fitting  was  opened ;  Lamoignon,  the   keeper 
of  the  feals,  declared  his  majefly  s  pleafure  to  be, 
that  every  member  pf  the  parliament  (hould  deliver 
his  fentiments  without  referve.     A  debate  of  nine 
hours  took  place,  in  which  feveral  agents  of  the 
duke  fpoke  in  a  flrain  neither  agreeable  to  the  king 
or  relevant  to  the  queftion.     Tired  at  length  of  a 
debate  fo  protrafled  and  unufual,  his  majefty  rofc, 
and  commanded  the   regiftration  of  the  decrees. 
The  members,  not  prepared  for  an  oppofition  to 
the  king's  exprefs  orders,  fat  filent,  the  clerk  was 
preparing  to  fulfil  his  office,  when  Orleans  arofe, 
and  carting  a  glance  of  expreffive  indignation  at  his 
faaion,  aiked  the  king  in  an  abrupt  and  haughty 
tone,  if  the  prefent  was  a  royal  fitting  or  a  bdi  of 
juftice  ?    "  A  royal  fitting,"   anfwered  the  king. 
*'  Then,  Sire,**  replied  the  duke,    "  permit  me  to 
.<*  lay  at  your  feet,  and  to  depofit  in  the  bofom  of 
•'  this  court,  my  proteft,  that  I  confider  the  re* 
^^  quired  regiftration  illegal,  and   that    it  will  be 
"  neceffary,  for  the  exculpation  of  thofe  who  may 
<*  otherwise  be  thought  to  have  fanftioned  it,  to 
^*  declare,  that  it  is  done  by  the  exprefs  command 
««  of  the  king.**     Had  the   firmnefs  difplayed  on 
this  qccafion  formed  part  of  the  general  charafter  of 
Orleans,  he  might  have  afpired  to  the  moft  exalted 
fituations  in  confeqqence  of  the  fubfequent  difturb- 
ances,  and  even  have  changed    the  fucceffion  of 
the  crown,  but  avarice  rather  than  ambition  in- 
fluenced his   conduft  even  in  this  inftance.     He 
held  a  million  of  a  former  loan,  which  would  have 
been  materially  depreciated  by  the  fanflion  of  tha| 
which  was  then  in  agitation. 

The  king  anfwered  the  duke  by  faying,  in  ^ 
laconic  manner,  that  he  had  direfted  nothi^  but 
wh^t  was  perfectly  regular,  ^nd  haying  perl^^  h 
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his  commands,  retired  with  his  minifters.  As  foon 
as  he  was  in  his  carriage,  Orleans  returned  to  the 
hall,  accompanied  by  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  his 
brother-in-law.  His  faftion  reprefented  the.  late 
tranfaftion  as  illegal  in  the  moft  flagrant  degree, 
and  they  finally  prevailed  on  the  parliament  to 
proteft  againft  any  participation  which  might  be 
imputed  to  them  in  the  regiftration  of  the  king's 
cdid,  a  ftep  which  was  fure  to  render  the  propofed 
ban  illufory. 

The  king  retiring  to  his  palace,  complained,  not  Orifan$ 
of  the  duke^s  proteft,  which  in  itfelf  was  fuffici-  ^*"'^'^- 
ently  extraordinary,  but  of  the  harfli,  objurgatory 
tone  in  which  it  was  delivered,  and  of  the  infolent 
conduft  of  feveral  members  of  the  parliament,  and 
was  finally  prevailed  on  to  banifh  Orleans  to  his 
eftate  at  Villiers-Cotteret ;  and  two  of  his  feftion, 
Sabbatier  and  Freteau  de  St.  Juft,  to  different  parts 
of  the  country  '.  This  meafure  was  far  from  po- 
litic :  advantage  was  taken  of  the  notorious  bad 
charafter  of  the  parties  puniflied ;  but  when  any 
individual  can  affume  the  appearance  of  a  victim 
in  the  popular  caufe,  compaffion  and  admiration 
fpeedily  follow  ;  the  public  grants  an  amnefty  of 
all  paft  errors,  and  the  danger  of  fpeaking  againft 
the  idol  of  the  day  procures  general  forbearance. 
Not  only  the  parliament  of  Paris,  but  thofe  of  Petitiont 
Thouloufe  and  feveral  other  provinces,  took  up  the  J^"  ^  "  ^^' 
caufe  of  the  exiled  members,  and  in  numerous  ad- 
dreffes  folicited  their  recall,  mixing  with  their  peti- 
tions  remonftrances  jn  the  true  revolutionary  ftyle  j 
but  without  effeft. 

This  banifhment,  inflaming  the  vindidive  temper  His  rage, 
of  Orleans,  gave  an  energy  to  his  condud,  which 
in  him  could  only  be  derived  from  revenge  and 
hatred.    It  gave  him,  for  the  firft  time,  a  tafte  of 

^  See  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  ag.     Rabaud's  Hiftory,  p.  48^ 
Moorc*$View,  volt  i«  p.  66. 
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the  intoxicating  draught  of  popularity,  and  a  k&oVf 
ledge  of  the  advantages  he  might  obtain  from  hav- 
ing  a  ftrong  hold  on  the  public  mind.  To  fecurc 
this  popularity,  he  bought  to  his  intereft  feveral 
journalifts  of  Paris,  who  joining  their  voice  to  that 
of  the  parliaments,  attached  an  importance  to  his 
name,  of  which  it  had  never  before  been  thought 
and  pro-  fufceptible  ^  His  defire  of  vengeance  ftimulated 
*  him  to  adopt  every  meafure  which  could  be  devifei 

to  embarrafs  the  monarch,  and  excite  difcontcnt^ 
Amongft  thefe  was  a  monopoly  of  grain,  by  which 
an  artificial  famine  might  at  any  time  be  produced ; 
and  by  affording  or  denying  to  the  public  the  means 
of  fubfiftence,    a  violent  clamour   produced,  and 
tranquillity  as  fuddenly  reftored  ^.     To  effeft  this, 
he    laid   his    plans,    and    appointed    his    private 
agents,    while  at  Villiers-Cotteret ;   but   confcious 
that  Paris  muft  be  the  centre  of  a6tion,  and  yet  un- 
willing  to  compromife  his  hatred  to  the  lung  by 
Hit  recaH.  condefcending  to  perfonal  folicitation,  he  employed 
his   duchefs,   whofe  excellent  charafter  made  her 
as  much  beloved  and  refpefted  at  court  as  he  was 
defpifed,  to  rcqueft  bis  recall,  in  which  (he  eafily 
fucceeded. 
i78«.         On  his  return  to  the  palais  royal,  Orleans  profe^ 
fcmn^nt    cuted  his  fchemes  of  vengeance  and  aggrandizement 
with  greater  earneftnefs  than  ever.     In  addition  tq 

f  Sec  Pages,  vol   li.  p.  71. 

•  C  This  attempt  has  been  doubte<!  by  many  j  anc^  by  fame  critics  of 
Montjoye'3  work  treated  with  unmerited  ridicule.  The  argument 
drawn  from  the  impoflTibility  is  extremely  futile,  confiiiering  the  vafif 
fortune  and  unlimited  ciedit  poficflVd  by  Orle.in*; ;  and  that  the  Irani'- 
a^ion  (hould  in  jultice  be  viewed  as  a  vro6rable  fpeculation,  rather 
than  a  difadvantageous  expenditure.  I  think  it  impon^ble,  on  a  candid 
confideration  of  the  events  of  the  uh  and  6tb  ot  06\ober  r  7^9,  and  tlie 
ifiimediate  facility  of  fupply  which  took  place  when  Orleans  wiS  driven 
from  Fi-ance  by  la  Fayette,  to  doubt  the  irality  o\  ihi«  part  of  the  duke's 
conipiracv.  It  may  receive  i'ome  additional  confirmation  from  itf 
being  poGtively  charged  in  a  report  made  by  St.  Jurt,  April  15th, 
1794.,  when  intereft  had  totally  ceafed  to  influence  the  queftion,  when 
the  means  of  knowledge  remained  among  the  accomplices^  but  Orleans 
was  executed  and  forgotten t 
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the  journallfts  in  his  daily  pay,  he  eflabllflied  a  rer 
gular  committee  to  difcufs  his  affairs,  fugged  plans, 
and  direct  his  operations.  His  partifans  formed  a  EfToiti^ 
club,  called  les  enraga^  which  was  of  great  imports 
;ince  in  extending  his  influence,  and  one  of  the 
roots  of  the  Jacobin.  Ibciety  *".  From  thefe  meet- 
ings and  clubs  mod  of  the  parties  who  afterwards 
directed  the  afiairs,  and  divided  the  public  mind  in 
France,  derived  their  origin.  The  money  and  par 
tronage  of  Orleans  drew  them  from  poverty  and 
obfcuritv,  and  enabled  them  to  acquire  that  popu- 
larity wnich  they  afterwards  turned  againft  his  in- 
tereit,  his  life,  and  his  fame '.  It  |is  not  eafy  to  dc-  and  news^ 
fine  the  exaft  views  of  the  confpirators,  or  the  pre- 
dfe  tendency  of  the  hopes  of  Orleans :  it  is  pro- 
bable^ that  though  oftenfibly  the  head,  he  was  in 
£i£t  the  mere  inftrument  of  a  cabal  ^.  His  par- 
tifans would,  to  gratify  their  own  ambition,  have 
elevated  him  to  any  dignity,  or  they  would  have 
confpired  with  equal  alacrity  againft  him.  They 
flattered  his  vanity  and  ambition  alternately  with 
Jiopes  of  poflcfTmg  the  throne  or  regency,  according 
to  the  fluftuations  of  public  affairs  \  Avarice 
might  have  refbained  him,  had  ambition  alone  di- 
reded  his  purfuit,  but  revenge  gave  a  ftronger  im- 
pulfe ;   and  that  pailion,  his  dependents,  long  prac- 

^  BouiIl6*s  Memoir?,  p.  80.     See  alfo  Notice  fur  1j  Vie  de  Syeyet. 

*  The  exigence  of  an  Orleans'  faftion  from  the  very  beginning  of 
the  revolution,  can  hardly  now  require  proof.  However,  tor  the  per* 
fed  fatisfadion  of  the  reader's  mind,  he  is  refeired  to  the  followinf^ 
works:  Bertrand*s  Memoirs;  Houilie*s  Memoirs  }  Garat*s  Mem'jirs ; 
Life  of  Dumouriez  \  Moore's  View  ;  Hittoire  Secrete*  par  Pi^cs  ; 
Biftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution  $  BarruePs  Hidory  ok  the 
Clergy,  and  Hiiiory  of  Jacobinifm,  pafUm  $  Briflbt  ^  fes  Comiiiettans^ 

L15.  ^  Hiftory  of  the  BrifTotincs  by  Camille  Del'moulines,  p.  S. ; 
uvet*s  Narrative^  p.  9.  tt  paflim  )  Roland's  Appeal,  Tol.i.  p.  45. 
59. ;  Playfair*8  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  So.  ei  paflTim.  I  cotitd  cite 
many  more  authorities,  but  think  it  iinnectlTary ;  moreefpecially  as  X, 
frequently  adduce  their  teftimonies  in  fupport  of  the  various  fads  con* 
tained  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  narrative. 
,  ^  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  135. 
1  See  Robtfon's  Proofs,  p.  391*    Moore's  View^  Toh  \u  p«  375« 
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tifcd  in  the  arts  of  libelling  and  invedive,  and  pre« 
pared  to  give  effeft  to  every  defperate  fuggeftion^ 
were  beft  able  to  gratify. 
Diftontcnt      Meantime  the  imprudence  of  the  niinifter  opened 
J^^*        to  him  another  fource  of  feduftion  which  could  not 
fail  to  produce  the  moft  deftruftive  rffefts.     The 
eonrs  plenieres  were  about  to  be  eflabliflied  ;  and  as 
a  ferious  oppofition  was  expeded  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  foldiers  were  to  be  fent  into  all  the  cities 
and  towns  in  France,  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  foverdgn  when  promulgated.     This  was 
but  an  ungracious  talk  at  a  time  when  the  govern- 
ment of  France  was  fo  enfeebled,  that  ah  oppofidon 
to  its  meafures  was  decidedly  and  triumphantly  dif- 
played,  and  carried  with  it  the  good  wifhes  of  a 
majority  of  the  nation.      The  officers,  many  of 
whom,  as  well  as  the  privates,  had  been  admitted  to 
the  clubs  of  corrupted  mafonry,  were  diffarisfied 
with  their  duty,  and  a  few  infmuations  from  the 
duke  and  his  agents  fo  completed  their  difguft,  riiat 
they  commanded  with  relu^ance,  and  a  relaxation 
of  difcipline  and  inattention  to  the  will  of  the  ofE^ 
cers  was  introduced  among  the  foldiery,  which,  re- 
inforced by  bribes  and  other  allurements,  in  the  end 
completely  diforganized  them,  and  fubverted  the 
government, 
f  3th  July.      The  hurricanc  which  occurred  in  this  year,  by 
Buwicanc.  increafing  the  diftreffes  of  the  country,  and  putting 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  poor  more  immediately  in  the 
power  of  Orleans,  facilitated  all  his  fchemes,  and 
rendered   their  execution  certain,     Hail-ftones  of 
prodigious  fize  defolated  the  country,  and  deftroyed 
the  hopes  of  the  farmer.     The  decree  which  per- 
mitted the  exportation  of  grain,  one  of  the  greateft 
follies  of  De  Brienne's  adminiftration,  gave  credibi- 
lity to  the  report   induftrioufly  circulated  by  the 
duke's  partifans,  that  the  court  had  caufed  the 
greater  part  of  the  fcanty  harveft  to  be  exported  to 
England,  to  ftarve  the  people  of  France. 
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At  length  the  unpopular  minifter,  tired  of  a  fitu-  Nccker't 
ation  for  which  he  had  demonftrated  himfelf  every  admini- 
way  unfit,  retired,  and  Necker,  the  only  man  fup- 
pofed  capable  of  efFedting  the  falvation  of  France, 
affumed  his  place.  Necker,  to  perpetuate  his  po- 
pularity, patronized  with  all  his  influence  the  con- 
vocation .  of  the  ftates-general.  The  expeftation  of 
this  grand  event,  afling  upon  the  fanguine  temper 
of  Frenchmen,  inflamed  by  the  numerous  feditious 
pamphlets  which  daily  iflued  from  the  prefs,  pro- 
duced repeated  afts  of  riot  and  diforder.  The  par- 
liament  of  Paris,  fenfible,  from  the  ftyle  in  which 
the  new  fyftems,  every  where  profufely  diftributed, 
were  written,  that  their  importance,  and  even 
their  exiftence,  were  as  much  endangered  by  the 
propofed  convocation  as  by  the  eftablimment  of  the 
cmr  plensere^  exerted  their  declining  influence  to 
maintain  order,  check  the  riotous  dilpofition  of  the 
mob,  and  puniih  the  more  atrocious  of  the  libellers : 
but  their  exertions  came  too  late.  The  inclination 
to  tumult  had  got  too  firm  poflfeflSon  of  the  popu- 
lace ;  the  numerous  and  well-paid  band  of  libellers 
had  too  much  at  ftake  to  defift  from  their  praftices, 
and  the  parliament  only  cxpofed  itfelf  to  contempt 
and  hatred. 

Orleans  faw  with  pleafure  the  tide  of  public  fa-  NotaWct* 
vour  flowing  from  the  parliament ;   he  wanted  en- 
gines of  greater  power  to  eflFeft  his  plans,  and  there- 
rore,  during  the  convocation  of  the  notables  which 
preceded  the  aflfembling  of  the  ftates-general,  feldom 
attended  their  meetings,  and  never  prefided  ".     He  ScdiHons 
courted  the  tiers  etat  by  all  the  means  of  blandifli-  ^7i!e]S. 
ment  which  his  wealth  and  influence  afforded  ;  nor  Uis  loyii. 
did  he  omit,  while  extending  his  own  popularity, 
proportionately  to  vilify  the  reigning  branch  of  the 
family.    His  libellers  were  indefatigable  and  auda- 
cious in  a  degree  without  example :  writings  and 

.  P'  loajtartlal  Hifloiy,  vol.  i.  p«  4^«    Moore*$  Viewj  rol.  i.  p.  no. 
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fpccches  were  mduftrioufly  circulated,  in  which  the 
king  and  queen  were  ace u  fed  of  occafioning  all  the 
miferies  of  the  people.  Thefe  events  had  a  confi- 
derable  effcd  in  relaxing  the  vigilance  and  difci* 
pline  of  the  police.  Coffee-houfes  were  open  day 
and  night  in  the  precinfts  of  the  palais  royaly  where 
feditious  perfons  were  conftantly  haranguing  againft 
the  government,  and,  mounted  on  tables  and  ItooU, 
attraded  the  attention  of  the  mob  in  the  gard^is 
to  their  abufe  of  the  royal  family,  from  which, 
however,  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  conftantiy 
excepted,  as  a  worthy  defcendant  of  Henry  IV. 
Many  of  theie  coffecrhoufe  and  field  orators,  who 
before  had  neither  bread  of  (hoes,  were  now  well 
clothed  and  fupplied  with  pioney,  without  the  ex- 
ercife  of  any  other  induftry  than  their  trade  of  de- 
famation, without  any  other  refource  than  the  duke^s 
cofi'ers.  Nor  was  his  encouragement  of  thefe  in* 
cendiaries  confined  to  fecret  benefit  or  tacit  appro* 
bation.  It  was  become  a  praftice,  from  the  seeded 
way  in  which  the  virtues  of  Henry  IV,  were  hel4 
cut  to  admiration,  particularly  from  the  pointed  air 
lufion  conflantly  made  to  his  benevolent  wi(h  that 
every  peafant  in  the  kingdom  (hould  have  his  fowl 
in  the  ppt  every  Sunday,  for  large  groups  pf  the  p^ 
ccffitous  and  idle  to  affembie  every  day  near  his 
ftatue  on  the  ponUneuf^  and  force  all  who  pailed  by 
to  do  homage  to  the  figure.  This  faft  was  public, 
and  could  not  be  unknown  to  the  duke :  he  took 
advantage  of  it  to  raife  his  popularity  ;  he  went  in 
his  carriage  to  the  ponUn^uf^  and  performed  his 
obeifance  to  the  ftatue,  accompanying  it  with  the 
moft  encouraging  demeanour  and  condefcending 
familiarity  to  thofe  who  exafted  the  ceremony. 
Hard  win-  In  this  memorable  year  every  thing  confpired  to 
•^*  promote  the  plans  of  Orleans.     The  prefumption  and 

weaknefs  of  the  archbifliop  of  Sens,  the  imprudent 
meafures  of  his  adminiftration,  and  the  effefts  of  the 
hurricane,  were  fources  of  great  enxbarraiTment  and 
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perplexity.  The  winter  was  one  of  the  moil  levere 
ever  known  in  France ;  the  poor  were  totally  un-  Diftreft  of 
able  to  procure  fubfiftence;  the  price  of  bread  ^*P*^' 
would  have  been  raifed  in  a  very  diftreffing  mannet 
in  confequence  of  the  hurricane  alone,  but  the  ad- 
ditional fcarcity  produced  by  monopoly  filled  the 
duke's  coffers  with  ready  money,  threw  the  poor 
upon  the  benevolence  of  the  opulent,  and  enabled 
him  to  fecure  great  popularity.  The  nobility  in 
general  exerted  themfelves  to  relieve  the  diftrefles 
of  the  needy ;  fome  had  fires  conftantly  in  their 
halls,  where  meat  was  dreffed,  and  bread  diftributed. 
Many  prelates  and  nobles  incurred  debts  to  a  very 
great  amount  by  their  afl:s  of  charity.  Orleans  too  Donttioiit 
diftributed  his  alms,  but  the  papers  being  all  in  his  ^^^f***"- 
pay,  magnified  his  donations  to  an  extent  infinitely 
exceeding  the  truth,  and  though  he  never  gave  in 
proportion  to  his  fortune,  the  conftant  recurrence  of 
their  applaufes  made  it  appear  that  he  was  almoft 
the  only  benefactor  of  the  poor  °.  He  adopted  a 
meafurfe  exceedingly  oftentatious,  to  increafe  this 
opinion :  he  did  not  make  his  diftributions  in  the 
manner  followed  by  others,  but  hired  fome  coach- 
houfes  in  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Germain,  where  fires 
were  kept  all  day,  and  viftuals  delivered  in  his 
name.  He  promifed  in  the  papers  large  pecuniary 
contributions,  but  his  performance  of  that  promife 
was  limited  to  a  paltry  gift  of  three  thoufand,  livres 
(131/.  5/.).  Thefe  afts,  however,  increafed  the 
preJileftion  of  the  public.  The  people,  ever  ready 
to  affign  fome  oftenfible  caufe  for  their  miferies,  ' 
attributed  the  fcarcity  to  the  court,  and  contrafting 
that  idea  with  the  oftentatious  munificence  of  the 
duke,  expreffed  a  reliance  on  him  as  their  only 
fnend  and  only  hope. 

The  inefficient  voice  of  public  opinion  was  not     i7«9. 
all  he  aimed  to  acquire,  more  was  neceffary  to  the  ^^|^^* '" 

party. 
»  FIayf«ir't  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm^  p.  96. 
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execution  of  hii  plans  :  he  was  defirous  to  obtain  a 
band  of  ruffians,  who  fhould  be  ready  at  all  times  to 
rife  in  open  infurre£Uon  and  execute  his  fchemes. 
Such  a  band  would  want  an  oftenfible  leader,  in- 
ferior to  himfelf  in  dignity,  yet  capable  of  giving 
weight  to  his  commands,  but  not  of  importance 
enough  to  be  dangerous  at  any  future  period.  To 
gain  fuch  a  perfon,  he  firil  tried  Reveillon  %  and 

afterwards 

•  Rbyeillon  wa$  a  paper-inanufa£lurer  in  the/rvx^cir^  St.  An. 
toine.     On  the  syth  of  April  17S9,  a  mob  was  coUe^^ed,  who  got  a 
figure  reprefenting  Reveillon,  and  drew  it  about  the  ftreet  in  a  m«(l 
tumultuous  nnanner,  aflerting,  that  he  intended  to.  reduce  the  wages  of 
his  iourneymen ;  and  that  he  had  afferted  that  wheat  bread  was  too 
good  for  the  populace,  but  poUtoe  flour  would  do  well  enough.  Tbej 
proceeded  to  the  Crm,  where  they  hung  this  effi^,  and  afterwardi 
Burnt  it.     The  military  made  an  attempt   to  diiperfe  the  mob,  but 
failed.     Reveillon,  who  was  an  eleflor  of  the  tiers  etst,  applied  to  the 
lieuteugm  Ji  folUt,  and  the  colonel  of  ihcfrardes  FraMfpifis,  for  a  military 
force  to  protcd  bis  houfe,  'which  they  readily  gi-antcd  j  they  fcntfo 
many  foldicrs  as  occupied  all  the  apartments  of  hrs  maniion^  and  filled 
the  avenues,  before  which  barriers  were  placed  to  prevent  the  mob 
from   breaking  in.     The  populace  alTemblcd  the   next  day  in  Taft 
numbers,  confilling  of  men  and  wom^n  ;  they  repaired  to  Reveilion*s 
houfe,  and  attempted  to  force  the  pafTage,  loading  the  foldiers  all  the 
while  with  the  mod  opprobrious  language,  and  pelting  tbem  with 
large  (tones  and  bricks.     The  military  mamiained  their  (^tion  a  long 
time,  but  at  length  the  mob  fuceeeded  in  getting  paft  the  bairien, 
and  into  the  houfe,  which   they  immediately  pillaged,  deftroyed  the 
furniture,  burnt  the  books,  and  ruihing  into  the  cellars,  drank  every 
kind  of  wine  and  fpirit  there.    The  military  were  at  length  reinfoiced 
by  a  confiderable  body  of  Swifs  guards,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery; 
they  required  the   populace  to  difperfe,    which   they  refuted  j    the 
officers  then  ordered  the  foldiers  to  fire  over  their  heads,  which  inftead 
of  intimidating,  increafed  their  infolence.     They  charged  the  military 
with  fuch  arms  as  they  bad{  old  fwords,  mn(kets,  bludgeons  (hod 
with  iron,  ftaves  with  knife*blad6s,  fword-blades,  or  fpikes  at  the 
end,  and  a  volley  of  ilones.     The  officers,  finding  their  nooderatioa 
produced  no  good  cffe6l,  orderetl  the  men  to  fire,  and  t^ke  pofi^ton 
of  the  boufe.     Their  paiTage  was  difputed,  foot  by  foot,  by  the  people 
within,  which  occafioncd  a  very  great  carnage  |  two  hundiTd  of  the 
mob  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  killed,  and  many  hundreds  wounded. 
A  few  foldiers  were   killed,  and  about  four-fcore  wounded.     At 
length  they  fuceeeded  in  clearing  the  houfe,  which  was  almoft  demo* 
liflitd,  and    in  difperfmg  the  rioters#    The  fcenc  which    pref^nted 
iticif  in  the  cellars  was  (hocking  beyond  defcription  t  many  had  drunk 
themfelvea  dead  with  brandy  and  wines,  and  many  were  poifoned  by 
having  miftaken  cafluof  vitriolic  compofition,  ufed  by  Reveillon  in 
his  buBnefs,  for  common  fpirits,  and  drunk  them  with  the  iaine 
avidity.    The  faction  who  had  excited  this  riot,  endeavoured,  accord- 
ing to  tl^ir  cuftoro,  to  throw  the  blame  op  the  court  |  and  their  ac- 
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afterwards  Henriot  p,  but  they  being  both  inde- 
pendent in  their  drcumftances,  refifted  his  advances, 

count  hat  been  copied  by  many  hiftoriant.  They  fay  that  the  court 
did  it  to  be  jufiified  in  drawing  fo  great  a  body  of  troopt  round  the 
capital  at  would  overawe  the  proceedings  of  the  ftates-generaL 
This  account  it  improbable  fur  the  following  reafor.s  i  ift,  Tlie 
popular  Necker  was  miniller  at  the  time;  and  the  fumt  known  and 
acknowledged  by  the  democratic  writers  to  have  been  diftributed  to 
influence  the  mob,  could  nut  have  ilTued  from  the  beggared  treafury 
without  his  knowledge,  ady  The  court  never  knew  the  art  of  em- 
ploying a  mob  on  any  occafion  $  they  had  a  horror  of  a  meeting  of 
the  populace,  and  had  no  notion  at  that  time  of  giving  any  detailed 
reafons  for  the  manner  in  which  hit  majcity  chofe  to  employ  his  troopt) 
nor  could  they«  after  the  burning  in  effigy  of  theex-minilter  De  Brienne} 
the  daily  mfetiii?«-4it  the  faUis  royal,  the  known  relaxation  of  the 
police,  and  tumultuous  (late  of  the  city  in  general,  netd  a  fpcciiic  a£^ 
to  juftify  fuch  a  meafure,  3d,  Three  pcrfont  were  taken  up  as  ring- 
leaders, two  of  whom  were  executed  ^  the  third,  a  woman,  pleaded 
her  belly  j  none  of  thefe  applied  for  a  pardon,  or  made  any  difcovery 
tending  to  criminate  any  perfon  l)elonging  to  the  court.  4th,  In  all 
the  fubfequent  diltrciTes  and  difgraoes  of  the  royal  family  and  their 
adherents^  when  the  mod  frivolous  reports  were  collected  with  the 
moft  culpable  afliduity,  no  perfon  was  fouud  hardy  enough,  though 
fure  of  eafy  credit  and  ample  reward,  to  involve  any  of  them  in  fuch 
an  accufation,  otherwife  than  had  been  done  by  venal  orators,  and  in 
lying  journals.  An  attempt  was  made  to  impute  this  tranfa^ion  to 
the  comte  d^Artots,  through  an  zhhi  le  Roy,  a  reputed  dependent 
of  his,  againft  whom  Rcveillon  had  a  fuit  depending.  This  abb^, 
both  before  and  after  the  tranfa6iion,  was  fo  involved  in  poverty  and 
dilirefs,  that  though,  after  the  improbable  report  was  circulated  of  his 
being  the  promoter  of  the  riot,  and  diliributor  of  the  money,  he  pre- 
ieoted  himfelf  to  await  the  Aroke  of  juiiice,  his  former  prolecutor 
declined  all  proceeding  againft  him,  and  even  waved  that  he  had 
already  engaged  in,  on  account  of  his  abje6l  mifery,  which  extended 
even  to  a  want  of  the  mo(i  common  neceflaries}  a  (ituation  hardly  to 
be  fallen  into  fo  foon  by  a  man  employed  to  fubfidize  the  rabble  of 
one  of  the  fuburbs  uf  Paris.  It  coMid  not  be  the  fpontaneous  move, 
ment  of  the  populace,  becaufe  the  (aB.  of  money  having  been  distri- 
buted, is  inconteftibly  proved  by  the  averments  of  writers  on  both  tlie 
ruyalift  and  republican  fides ;  but  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  it 
was  a  premeditated  effort  of  the  Orleans^  party  to  intimidate  the  court* 
to  give  audacity  to  their  faction  in  the  liates- general,  and,  by  the  ruin 
of  Keveillou  and  Henriot,  A?vho  had  refufed  to  combine  with  them,  to 
iocreafe  the  influence  of  their  vile  aflbciate,  Santerre,  Reveillon  was, 
for  a  fhort  time,  a  voluntary  prifoner  in  the  Baflille,  coniidering  that 
as  the  only  (belter  from  the  malice  and  inveteracy  of  his  purfuers. 

P  Henriot  was  a  faltpetre-manufa£Vurer  in  the  faux^ouri  St,  Am- 
toine.  His  houfe  was  plundered  and  deitroyed  at  the  fame  time  witK 
Keveillon*s.  He  had  the  prudence  nut  to  expofe  himfelf  to  further 
vengeance  by  making  any  complaint  $  and  his  lofs  being  inconflder- 
able  in  comparifpn  with  that  of  Rereillon,  hat  hoeo  feldom  mentioned 
in  biftory. 
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and  were  inftantly  devoted  to  deftruAioni  Not  fo 
Santerre,  a  brewer  of  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antomei 
where  the  other  two  alfo  refided.  He,  diftreffed 
in  his.  finances,  proud  of  notice,  and  anxious  to 
diftinguifh  himfelf,  accepted  the  commiflion,  and 
trained  the  rabble  of  the  fuburbs  to  an  implicit 
obedience.  He  was  immediately  received  into  the 
warm  patronage  and  intimacy  of  his  employer,  his 
debts  were  paid,  and  he  became  a  profpcrous  and 
rich  man***  A  committee,  amongft  whom  were 
Mirabeau,  Sillery,  Syeyes,  Laclos,  and  Latouche 
Treyille,  were  indefatigable  in  promoting  the  views 
of  Orleans  both  by  inftruftion$  and  writings.  Thofe 
which  related  to  the  meafures  to  be  adopted  on  the 
convocation  of  the  ftates-genetal, contained manyplans 
which  have  fince  been  executed,  and  were  printed 
and  dillributed  with  grfeat  profufion.  The  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  duke*s  bailUages  recommended  a  par- 
ticular and  marked  attention  to  the  tiers  etat  \  He 
had  befides,  a  difciplined  and  vociferous  band  of 
coffee-houfe  and  garden  orators,  amongft  whom 
were  Grammont,  Camille  Defmoulins,  St.  Huruge, 
and  Foumier.  They  were  conftantly  and  mde- 
fetigably  laborious  in  their  vocation  of  exalting 
him,  and  degrading  the  reft  of  the  royal  family. 
He  had  likewife  fucceeded  in  feducing  many  prin- 
cipal  officers  of  the  army  in  the  provinces,  and 
amongft  thofe  reckoned  moft  in  his  interefts  were 
generals  Dumouriez,  Valence,  and  fiiron.  .  He 
had  been  fo  fuccefsfiil  in  his  exertions,  that  feveral 
months  before  the  meeting  of  the  flates-general, 
the  corruption  of  the  army  might  be  deemed  com- 
plete •.  He  had  even  arranged  a  private  mode  of 
conveying  inftruftions  to  his  band  of  fuburb  mu- 
tineers without  oral  or  written  communication,  by 
means  of  the  fountains  at  the  falais  royal.     To 

\  Moort*t  Journal,  vol.i.  p.  15*. 

4  See  Anecdotes  dy  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  loS* 

•  Wildest  Addrefs,  p.491.    Sec  alfo  Bouillc's  Memoirs,  p.  130. 
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togment  ftill  more  his  popularity,  he  ^erfbrtned 
leveral  a&  of  felf-denial,  and  made  feme  facrifices 
at  that  time  peculiar.  He  releafed  his  feignorial 
rights  in  many  of  his  baillsages^  and  inveited  his 
tenants  with  the  liberty  of  purfuing  gime  on  their 
own  lands;  he  founded  hbfpitals  and  fchools  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  his  friends  the 
journalifts  trumpeted  forth  his  liberality  with  ex- 
aggerations* Amongft  others  he  gave  at  Orleans, 
in  honour  oi  Jeanne  (T Arc^  the  patronefs  of  the  city, 
the  fum  of  fiftten  hundred  livre^  (6$l.  iis.  6d.)y  to 
be  delivered  annually  to  fome  young  maiden  by  the 
curcij  as  a  marriage  portion,  m  reward  of  virtuous 
conduft  and  exemplary  modefty  % 

Thefe  afts,  many  of  which  were  really  brilliant  HH  gnn 
and  meritorious  in  themfelves,  though  performed  W""W 
from  fmifter  motives,  raifed  the  popular  predile£Uon 
to  a  pitch  of  unexampled  enthufiafm.  When  he 
appeared  in  the  theatre,  dramatic  reprefentations 
were  fufpended  by  the  clamorous  plaudits  of  the 
audience  j  when  he  vifited  the  public  walks,  the 
throng  about  him  was  prodigious,  every  tongue 
gaculated  applaufes  and  blemngs  on  him,  many 
perfons  incurred  the  danger  of  their  lives  to  obtain 
the  gratification ^  of  touching  him  or  killing  his 
garments*  Pity  that  fuch  a  difplay  of  public  fen- 
fibiUty  ihould  have  been  the  meed  of  intrigue  and 
diiSmulation  j  pity  that  it  could  not  foften  a  vicious 
heart,  or  bend  an  inflexible  difpofition  to  a  fmcerc 
affumption  of  thofe  virtues  by  which  alone  it  can  be 
truly  merited. 

The  eftates  poiTefled  by  Orleans,  fcattered  in  fo    May. 
piany  provinces,  gave  him  great  means  of  influence  J^^^jjjf,^ 
in  the  return  of  members  to  the  ftates-general,  and  genenj. ' 
this  was  much  increafed  by  the  exertions  of  the 
lodges  of   mafons".    He    was    returned  by  two 

•  Ml  ft  Williams^t  Letters  in  ifao» 

B  PJajf fail's  Uiftory  of  JacobinUm^  p.  io*« 
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places,  but  preferred  fitting  for  Villiers  Cotteret^ 
meaning  perhq>8  to  perpetuate  the  memorv,  and 
excite  refentment  for  his  baniihnient.    Uk  influence 
with  the  eledors  of  Paris  was  irrefiftible^  and  procured 
a  return  of  perfons  entirely  devoted  to  him  in  the 
three  orders.    At  the  meetmg  of  the  ftates-general, 
he  obferved  an  oftentatious  numility.    He  did  not 
walk  in  proceffion  with  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
but  with  the  deputies  from  the  bailUaTe  for  which 
he  was  returned'*    At  the  entry  of  the  hall  of 
aflemblyi  one  of  his  brother  deputies,  a  curij  offered 
him  the  pas^  which  he  declined,  alleging  that  the 
precedence  of  clergy  to  nobility  ought  to  be  in- 
variably   maintained*      The    mob  behaved  with 
marked  difrepedt  to  other  princes  of  the  blood,  but 
received  him  with  their  wonted  acclamations,  and 
the  ailembly  itfelf  hailed  him  virith  applaufe.    Tb< 
king  exprefied  furprife  when  he  faw  the  duke  fitting 
at  a  ,diitance  from  all  the  princes,  and  fpoke  to 
Orleans  on  the  lubjed,  who  anfwered,  that  he 
could  rank  with  his  coufins  any  day,  but  on  that 
day  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fit  with  his  co-dq)tttieS| 
and  refumed  his  feat. 
Difpletf.       This  marked  feceifion  from  the  court  could  not 
rsyiUa^   ^^  excite  indignation ;  the  whole  royal  frunily  a* 
■u)/.   *    prefled  their  diiapprobation  of  his  conduft,  and  die 
count  d'Artois  caufed  the  Swiis  guard  virhich  ufed 
to  moimt  at  the  palais  royal  to  be  taken  away« 
TUs  meafure,  though  it  did  not  injure  him  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  inflamed  his  defire  of  ven- 
geance.   His  refentment  had  alfo,  before  the  meet« 
mg  of  the  ftates-general,  received  additional  force 
l^^icftof  from  a   new  motive.     A  marriage  had  been  in 
"*""*••   aritation  between  his  daughter  and  the  eWeftfon 
of  the  comte  d*Artois.    Had  this  marriage  taken 
place,  it  might  have  prevented  moft  of  the  tragical 
events  of  the  revolution.    The  king  had  but  two 

>  AnecdMidtt  R^;ne  de  Loaii  XVI.  voLW.  p.  f  |S« 
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tom^  the  ddeft  was  dying,  and  the  other  was  not 
confidered  a  healthy  child.  The  comte  de  Pro- 
vence (now  Louis  XVIIL)  had  no  children.  The 
comte  d' Artois  and  his  fons  ftood  next  in  fucceffion, 
and  whoever  married  his  eldeft  fon,  was  then  fup- 
jxrfed  to  have  a  fair  profpeft  of  becoming  queen. 
It  is  credibly  reported  the  queen  broke  off  this  Fniftratcdt 
match,  with  the  intention  of  giving  the  princefs 
royal  to  the  fon  of  the  comte  d*  Artois,  and  thus  en- 
furing  a  crown  to  her  daughter  by  marriage,  which 
the  Salic  law  forbad  her  to  claim  by  inhentance  ^^ 

la  the  tiers  etat^  the  adherents  of  Orleans  were  Conduaitt 
the  mod  violent  in  oppofition  to  the  court,  and  moft  f|j*  ^*"** 
clamorous  for  the  union   of  the  three  orders,  a    ^*  - 
meafure  which  was  known  to  be  highly  agreeable 
to  his  views.     Two  days  after  the  celebrated  fcene  sidjimt^ 
in  the  tennis-court,  Orleans  dined  with   duke  de 
JLiancourt,  he  wore  the  fmile  of  fatis^£Uon  while 
topics  were  under  difcuiBon  which  were  extremely 
embarraifing  to  the  court,  and  didinguilhed  himfelf 
by  a  flippancy  of  converfation,   and  a  continual 
titter  •.    Seeing,  by  the  junQion  of  the  clergy  with     asthg 
the  tiers  etat^  that  the  nobility  niuft  finally  be  de- 
feated,  he  made  hafte  to  acquire  the  earlieft  tribute 
of  popularity,  by  prefenting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
forty.feven  other  feceders  trom  their  own  clafs,  to 
join  with  the  commons  *.     To  prepare  the  way  for 
this  junction,  a  mob  had  been  hired  by  the  duke 
and  hb  pardfans,    who  ran  about  the  ftreets  of 
Verfailles,  threatening,  infulting,  breaking  the  win- 
dows, and  perfonally  affaulting  thofe  of  the  clergy 
and  nobility  who  were  ftrenuous  for  preferving  the 
diftindion  <rf  orders  **.      At  length,  the  nobility,     lytb; 
fenfible  of  the  impoffibility  of  effeftual  refiftance, 
i^  yielding  to  the  exprefs  commands  of  the  king, 

f  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution,  p.  78.    Bouil!^*^ 
Jtfenoirc,  p«  3«3*  n. 
•  Arth«ir  Young^s  TrtTelt,  p*  ii7«  •  Hiftories. 

^  Acshii?  Young*«  Travels,  p.  iis. 
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relu^ntly  joined  the  inferior  order.     OrlesOis  con^ 
fidered  this  as  a  real  triumph.     F^kris  was  illu- 
minatedy  and  fire-works  diftributed  in  everv  ftreet 
Shops  were  opened  where   as  many  fqmbs  and 
ferpents  were  fold  for  twelve  fous  (fixpence),  as 
would  at  other  times  have  coft  five  livres  (4/.  4}  i.) 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  duke  paid  the 
diflference  '^.     The  clergy  before  their  junftion  had 
propofed  the  formation  of  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  fcarcity  of  corn,  and  fug- 
ged meafures   for  the  relief  of  the  poor.      This 
propofal,  had  it  been  faithfully  executed,  muft  have 
developed  the  intrigues  of  Orleans,  but  when  it  vas 
renewed,  he  had  the  addrefs  to  get  a  committee 
appointed,  chiefly  compofed  of  individuals  devoted 
to  his  interefts,  among  whom  there  was  not  a  fingle 
fJ  July,    member  of  the  clergy.     Orleans  was  eleded  prdS- 
dent,  an  office  which  he  declined,  but  his  having 
been,  at  fo  early  a  period,  eleded  to  it,  demonilrates 
his  great  influence. 
Exertions       Meanwhile  the  duke's  agents  in  Paris  were  no 
tB  p»rif .     lefs  ftrenuous  in  their  exertions  than  his  friends  in 
the  aflfembly;    Libels  more  atrocious  than  ever  were 
HTued  againft  all  the  royal  family.      The  orators  m 
the  gardens  and  coflfee-houfes  were  conftantly  biify, 
and  even  devoted  to  deftruftion  certain  perfons  by 
name  as  the  enemies  of  the  people.     Amongft  thefe 
were  the  count  d'Artois,  the  prince  of  Conde,  the 
prince  of  Conti,  and  feveral  others;  the  lift  in- 
/Creafed  daily,  and  was  known  to  all  Paris'*.    A 
regular  plan  of  infurreftion  was  afterwards  digefted, 
the  objeft  of  which  was  to  obtain  for  Orleans,  the 
appointment  of  lieutenant-general,  or  regent  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  fecure  him  in  that  fituation  by 
the  deftrudion  of  all  who  were  fuppofed  adver- 

«  Arthur  Young's  Trtvelt,  p.  115^ 

'  Memoircs  de  la  DuchefTe  de  Polignac,  p.  s^.    Moore's  Vleir, 
vol.  i.  p.  1S3.    See  alfo  Playfair't  Uiftorj  of  Jacobioifm,  p.  s»t. 
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&rious  to  him.  To  accelerate  the  crifis,  thefcarcity 
of  bread  became  daily  more  diftrefling,  and  the 
mob  were  exercifed,  from  time  to  time,  in  predatory 
and  riotous  exploits. 

To  repel  thefe  efTorts,  the  king  was  induced  to  Efforts  to 
order  a  confiderable  tody  of  troops  under  marfhal  ^'^**""  ^ 
Broglio  to    affemble  round  the  capital,    but   the  *^"'^* 
precaution    was    adopted   too  late ;    Orleans  had 
already  been  fuccefsful  in*  feducing  moll  of  the 
foldiery    from    their    allegiance.      His    party   en- 
couraged them  in  ads  of  infubordination,  refcued 
them  \yhen  imprifoned,  and  even  made  a  party  in 
their  behalf  in  the  national  affembly  %     The  gardes 
Franfoifes  were  laft  feduced  j  they  were  aflailed  by 
every  engine  in  the  power  of  the  duke  and  his 
agents.     One  of  their  officers,   Validi,  was    bafe 
enough  to  teach  them  the  duty  of  non-fubmiflion* 
In  fine,  money,  treats,  favours,  the  careffes  of  the 
proftitutes' who  lived  in  the  palais  .royal^  aided  by 
the  blandifhments  of  women  more  elevated  in  life» 
and  the  harangues  they  daily  heard,  (hook  their 
byality  fd  much,  that  they  added  to  their  oath,  to 
defend  the  king  againfl  all  his  enemies,  another, 
that  they  would  not  oppofe  Frenchmen  ^      This  in- 
kdion  extended  all  over  the  provinces,  and  reached 
even  to  fome  of  the  gardes  du  corps.     Every  thing 
announced  the  immediate  approach  of  fome  dreadful 
cxplofion ;  the  plans  of  the  confpirators  were  ar- 
ranged, the  troops  under  Broglio  partook  of  the 
general  difaffedion,  the  coffee-houfe  orators    had 
mad^  up  their  lift  of  viAims,  and  the  day  of  their 
executioQ  was  fixed  for  the  13th  of  July  ;   accident 
produced  the;  pxplofion  two  days  earlier  with  feft 
§ffeft,  and  an  omiflion  of  many  parts  of  the  fcheme* 

Previoufly,  however,  to  its  arrival,  to  make  fure     loth, 
of  tjie  military,  ^  grfmd  public  dmner  was  given.  J^*$^^' 

•  See  Moore's  View,  roK  f,  p.  %%6.  ^ 

'  See  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  ii6.  isS.     Lettre  d*un  Francois  \  un  An* 
S^oii  for  let  Moye&s  qui  ont  Oper^  la  Revolution,  p.  3« 
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Hie  foldia^  had  been  ordered  to  keep  in  dieir 
barracks^  but  to  a  man  difobeyed  the  command. 
They  were  feafted  titl  night,  when  feijeants  were 
fent  to  require  their  return.     The  ferjeants,  unable 
to  refiit  the  difplay  of  f^fttvity,  and  the  intreaties  of 
their  comrades  and  the  courtefans,  fat  down  widi 
them,  and  encouraged  the  defection  from  difcipUne. 
Hand-bills  were  thruft  under   the   doors  of  the 
Bourgeoijiej  inviting  them  to  aifemble  and  arm  them* 
lelves,  and  not  truft  their  defence  to  mercenaries. 
The  duke  of  Orleans  was  named  in  the  gardens  of 
the  palass  royal^  as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  exalted 
to  the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  whole  city 
difplayed  a  general  and  furprifing  fermentation, 
iitb.         This  agitation  was  greatly  increafed  by  a  report 
N^r*t"  induftriouily  fpread,  that  there  would  not  be  bread 
diimiffioD.  in  Paris  for  another  day's  confumption,  that  Necker 
was  difmifled  and  bamfhed,  the  life  of  Orleans  hi 
danger,  the  members  of  the  aflembly  doomed  to 
death,  and  the  capital  devoted  to  pillage  and  de-. 
firuftion.    An  immenfe  mob  arofe,  but,  at  firft, 
deftitute  of  a  leader,  contented  themfelves  with 
fome  flight  outrages. 
itth.        The  next  day  an  innumerable  party  from  the 
•fthemob./^^^^  royal^  inftigated  by  Camille  Defmoulins  and 
the    other    orators,    colleAing    (Irength    in  their 
paflage  through  the  city,  went  with  lighted  torches, 
to  fet  fire  to  the  barriers.    The  only  oppofirion 
they  found  was  from  the  prince  de  Lambefe,  who, 
at  the  head  of  a  german  regiment,  exerted  himfelf 
to  prevent  the  incendiaries  from  accomplifliing  their 
purpofes,  and  for  a  time  fucceeded.    The  people, 
though  joined  by  the  gardes  Frangoifes^  for  want  oJF 
a  leader,  attempted  nothing  decifive.    They  mean- 
dered here  and  there  in  a  ftate  of  agitation  and 
irrefolution.    Where  then  was  Orleans?  Had  he 
pofleiTed  that  courage  and  prefence  of  mind,  with- 
out which  no  man  fhould  prefume  to  aft  a  coiu 
i^icuous  part  in  confpiracies^  that  day  might  have 
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placed  the  crown  on  his  brow.  His  feebte  mind 
was  incapable  of  fuftaining  the  tumult  Q^cited  by 
his  own  intrigues ;  frightened  at  the  explofioa 
of  his  own  artillery,  he  remained  J|Qvering  be* 
tween  Verfailles  and  Paris,  terror-(mR:,  and  in« 
capable  of  encouraging  or  heading  in  perfon  an 
infurredion  which  promifed  him  all  he  delired, 
and  which  could  not  be  effectually  o]^fed ;  yet  h« 
could  not  dtfcover  that  his  want  of  courage  muft^ 
in  every  important  crifis,  prevent  his  fuccefs« 

Tired  at  length  of  waiting  in  vain  for  a  living 
chief,  the  populace  were  fupplied  with  thq  femblancc 
of  thofe  they  defired.  Two  wax  bufts  of  Orleans 
and  Necker  were  procured,  and  carried  about  tht 
ibreets.  One,  Necker,  being  in  the  hands  of  a 
perfon  of  genteel  appearance,  the  other  of  a  hawker 
named  Pepin,  the  mob  all  the  while  vociferating, 
•*  Hats  off !  Necker  for  ever  !  Orleans  for  ever  P' 
hi  the  courfe  of  their  progrefs,  s^  period  h^dfiimely 
drefled,  with  a  fword  by  his  fide,  took  the  byft  of 
the  duke  from  Pepin,  and  refpedfuUy  infifted  on 
carrying  it  himfelf.  The  bufts  were  then  covered 
with  crape,  and  paraded  round  the  Botdevardj  the 
talais  rdyal^  to  the  Place  de  Louis  3^V.  and  to  the 
Tnilleries.  Here  the  procefficm  was  ipet  by  a  part^ 
ctf  the  regiment  of  the  prince  de  Lamb^  An  in^ 
condevable  tumult  enfued ;  the  young  gentlemaii 
who  carried  the  buft  of  the  duke,  threw  it  down 
^  made  his  efcape;  the  hawker,  who  was  ftill 
at  his  fide,  immediatdy  took  it  up,  the  riot  i^^ 
creafed,  flones  were  thrown  at  the  foldiery,  and  the 
mob,  confident  in  the  aififtance  of  the  gardes 
franfoifesy  feemed  refolved  to  j^ommi^pe  an  attack* 
The  priftce  de  J^ambefe's  troop  were  commanded 
to  advance,  and  deftroy  the  bufts,  which  appeared 
the  ftandards  of  infurre£Hon.  In  executing  thefe 
orders,  they  woimded  Pepin  dangerpufly*  Some 
ihots  were  fired  by  both  parti^^  and  the  Germai| 
regiment  finally  obliged  to  retreat.    The  ha^er 
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frai  conveyed  to  the  garden  of  the  palais  reya!^ 
where  his  iirounds  had  thp  greateil  effect  in  exciting 
9nd  confirming  feditious  ^motions.  To  arms !  U 
arms!  refouj^ed  in  every  quarter.  An  attempt 
was  made  Vput  a  firelock  in  the  hands  of  Pepm 
that  he  might  be  employed  in  recruiting,  but  bang 
Incapable  of  exertion,  he  was  fent  to  the  hofpitaL 
On  this  occafion  a  cockade  was  propofed  for  the 
infurgents,  green  was  the  colour  iirft  fixed  on,  but 
it  was  ;&jfterwards  changed  to  the  colours  now  called 
national,  namely,  blue,  red,  and  white»  the  two 
former  are  the  colours  of  Orleans,  the  latter  was 
added  after  their  adoptipn  *.  The  whole  of  this 
dreadful  day  and  night  was  deformed  by  terror 
^d  confufion^  The  gardes  Franfoifes  renounced 
the  government  of  their  officers,  and  fet  fire  to  their 
barracks.  The  coffee  houfes  at  the  palais  royal  were 
full  of  agitators  during  the  whole  time,  now  iffuing 
fanguinary  injunflions,  now  inflammatory  and  Han? 
dcrous  proclamations.  The  relaxation  pt  the  police 
permitted  unbridled  plunder.  The  banditti  of  the 
metropolis  committed  ^beir  depredations  without 
reftraint  or  refpeft  **. 

The  faction  in  the  duke^s  intereft  pafled  this 
eventful  night  in  extreme  agitation.  The  fears  and 
alarms  which  haunt  the  bofoms  of  confpirators,  how 
V^ell  fo  ever  their  plans  may  have  been  arranged, 
permitted  no  repofc.  They  difculTed  a  thouland 
Ichemes,  they  revolved  a  thoufand  projefts  depend- 
ing on  the  refult  of  the  infurreftion.  Incapable  of 
eftimating  the  extreme  bafenefs  of  the  duke^s  cha- 
rafter,  they  fent  him  to  Paris,  that  he  might  fhew 
himfelf  to  the  infurgents,  in  hopes  that  his  appear? 
ance  would  produce  a  favourable  and  decifive  exer- 
tion,   lie  did  ihew  himfelf  indeed,  but  not  in  a 

f  See  Desmoulini.      Alfo  Playfali*s    Hiftory  of   JacobiDifm^ 

k  Among  other  inftancet  of  depredadon  maybe  given  the  robbery 
ff  ^  chafiuble  boui^^  of  St.  Lax^rf. 
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manner  calculated  to  infpire  confidence  or  en«> 
courage  zeal ;  he  alighted  in  the  court-yard  of  the 
palaU  royaU  and  then,  terrified  at  the  immenfe  mul- 
titude, mftead  of  afTuming  the  hero,  and  (hewing 
himfelf  qualified  for  the  part  he  wifhed  to  a£t,  he 
fpoke  a  few  incoherent  words  to  thofe  who  accofled 
him,  th^  flunk  into  a  private  apartment,  and  kept 
bimfelf  ftudioufly  concealed^  till  his^  departure  for 
Verfailles  in  the  morning* 

Qn   the  enfuing  day  the  national  guard  was     vj^^* 
fanned,  by  inrolments  in  the  various  diftrifts  of  the  \VitT^ 
dty.    The  eleftors  took  pofleffion  of  the  HoteUde-  tionai 
ville^  fufpended   all  the  regular  authorities,    fent  ^^^ 
orders  to  individuals  to  dehver  up  their  fire-arms 
and  powder,  ufurped  the  receipt  of  tolls  and  the 
pofTeflion  of  public  monies ;  and,  what  is  flill  more 
extraordinary,  were  generally  obeyed.     They  foon 
broiled  a  force  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  but  they 
were  without  arms  and  without  a  leader.     It  was 
expelled  and  wifhed  that  Orleans  would  offer  him^ 
felf.      $uch  an  ad,    putting  him  at  once  at   the 
bead  of  fo  large  a  body,  with  the  means  of  increaf- 
ing  it,  would  have  enable^  him  to  feize  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  the  kingdom,  of  even  th6  fceptre ;  but 
the  exertion  was  above  him.     After  much  delay,  to 
afford  time  for  the  tardy  dake  to  declare  his  refo- 
lution,  the  command  was  givpn  to  an  obficure  indi- 
vidual, the  count  de  la  Salle  d'Offemond.     Arms 
vere  flill  wanting,  notwithftan^ing  the  acceffion  of 
^^  t!^^4€s  Fran  oifes,  with  all  th^r  ammunition,  and 
fome  pieces  of  cannqn,  and  the  quantity  fupplied 
by  ranfacking  the  houfes  of   individuals  and  the 
fhopg  of  the  armourers.     At  length  it  was  fuggefled  ' 
to  the  people,  that  they  might  be  obtained  at  the 
hotel  des  invalides.    There,  after  fome  faint  refifl* 
ance,    they  foimd   thirty  thcufand  mufkets    and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon«     They  were  equally  fuc- 
IPefsful  at  the  ^arde  meuble  de  la  cpuronnc. 
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14th.  Thus  provided  with  arms,  and  flufhed  with  fuc* 

Capture  of  cefs,  the  infurgcnts  proceeded  to  attack  the  Baftillc, 
tbcBaftiiie  ^^^  attempt  fo  defperate,  that  there  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  treachcrv  and  negled  combiiied  to  give 
it  fuccefs.  Suppoung,  however,  the  favourable  iffue 
of  the  enterprife  to  have  been  due  to  valour  alone, 
the  Parifians  are  difgraced  by  thdr  fubfequent  bar- 
barities, by  the  inhuman  murder  of  de  iJiunay  the 
governor,  together  with  feveral  of  his  officers  and 
privates,  and  of  M*  FlefleUes  the  frev6t  des  mar* 
cbands. 
Cowardice  While  thdc  things  were  tranfafting  at  Paris, 
#iOrkaiif.  ^i^jjg  ^^  armed  force,  incre^fed  by  the  liberated 
prifoners  from  the  Force  an^  ClMitelet^  and  difd- 
plined  and  aflifted  by  the  gprdes  Franpifesj  bore 
down  all  refiftance,  Orleans  ^  Verfailles  was  a£Ung 
a  part  worthy  of  his  extreme  pufiUanimity.  Mira- 
beau  and  others  of  his  party  reprefented  to  him, 
that  now  was  the  time  to  ta>Le  advantage  of  his  own 
popularity  and  the  diftrefs  <^f  the  court,  to  prefs  ou 
the  king  the  meafure  of  appointing  him  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  kingdom,  ajid  conftitutin^him  medi« 
ator  between  himfelf  and  the  people.  The  council 
was  about  to  fit,  and  u  fpeech  was  prepared  for 
the  duke,  which  he  had  ftudied  and  went  prepared 
to  deliver.  When  he  rirrived  at  the  palace,  his  ni« 
tive  littlenefs  of  mind  prevailed.  The  fcene  of  con- 
fufion  before  him  occ^fioned  by  news  at  which  he 
ought  to  have  rejoicec^i,  the  ladies  of  the  court  run- 
ning diftra&edly  about  imploring  fuccour  from 
every  one  they  met,  the  royal  family  in  tears,  the 
general-officers  in  ^fpair,  and  i^t  minifters  con- 
founded ;  thefe  cVcumftances,  which  tended  to 
promote  the  fuccel]^  of  his  attempt,  did  not  infpire 
him  with  courage,  but  communicated  contagious 
impreffions.  Infttad  of  entering  boldly  with  the 
members  of  the,  council,  be  loitered  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  hoping  that  he  fliouid  fee)  }e&  tmid  when 
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die  bufitiefs  of  the  fitting  was  commenced,  and  the 
members  perfonally  engaged.  He  ftrove  to  rally 
bis  fpirits  in  vain,  he  could  not  aflume  fufficient 
refolution  to  enter  the  room,  but  waited  in  the  anti- 
chamber  till  the  rifing  of  die  council.  At  length 
the  door  opened,  and  the  members  retired.  Com*, 
pelled  to  do  fomething,  he  decoded  the  king  flam'- 
mering,  and  faid,  **  Sire,  I  come  to  entreat  your 
^'  majefty's  permiffion,  in  cafe  the  afpeft  of  affairs 
^*  (hould  become  more  perplexing,  to  go  to  Eng- 
^*  land.*'  The  king  furveyed  him  with  aftonim* 
ment,  and  quieted  him  without  fpeaking  a  word '. 

From  this  period  the  fuccefies  of  Orleans  de*  Faiitint* 
fKned  j  he  continued  the  part  of  a  diftin^uiflied'  ^^"^•"P^ 
fienfpirator,  but  never  could  place  his  affairs  m  fuch 
^  fituation  as  to  render  the  point  of  his  ambition 
attainable.  His  party,  convinced  of  his  meannefs, 
irould  in  all  probability  have  renounced  him  immc- 
^ely,  but  his  purfe,  and  his  influence  among  the 
lower  order  of  people,  made  them  continue  under 
his  banner,  though  they  deipifed  him ''.  The  fitu-  i6tb. 
ation  of  commandant  of  the  national  guard  having 
been  for  feveral  days  kept  open  by  his  partifans,  in 
hopes  that  he  would  affume  it,  was  at  length  taken 
from  la  Salle  and  given  to  la  Fayette,  who,  though 
fuffidently  imbued  with  revolutionary  principles, 
was  not  agreeable  to  Orleans,  and  anerwards  be- 
came one  of  his  moft  decided  opponents. 

The  plan  of  infurreAion  had  been  fo  well  con-  inAirrec- 
ccrted,   that  it  took  effcft  almoft  in  all  parts  of  the  **®" .'"  ^^ 
kingdom ;  the  foldiers  were  every  where  in  a  (late  of  P'®^***^ 
infubordination.     Difpatches  had  been  fent  to  all 
the  provinces  on  the  fame  day,  with  inftrudions  to 
inftigate  the  peafants  to  rife,  which  were  fatally 
complied  with  *.     The  nobility,  gentry,  and  rich 

*  Moore*f  View,  vol  ii.  p.  40. 

^  Mirabtrau  intended  to  have  renounced  him  and  joined  the  couit« 
lut  was,  for  a  time,  prevented.    SeeMiftABfiAU. 
^  Yoang^t  Tra?ei»i  p.  194.    Pageti  vol.  i.  p.  170. 
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of  every  dcfcription  were  plundered  and  fubjeftcd 
to  the  moft  barbarous  indignities ;  while,  in  the 
capital,  the  preffes  of  the  pa/ais  royal  not  only  de« 
fended  thefe  proceedings,  but  encouraged  them  by 
the  daily  emifSon  of  atrocious  libels  on  all  perfons 
of  worth  and  rank  in  the  kingdom  ;  while  the  king 
was  abufed  without  difguife,  and  the  moft  infamous 
falfehoods  were  fabricated  refpefting  the  queen. 
Proceed-  Though  the  party  of  Orleans  in  the  aflembly  had 
'^W '"  ^^^  loft  in  a  great  meafure  their  confidence  in  him,  and 
y-  frequently  urged  meafures  of  the  utmoft  importance 
without  confulting  him,  yet,  on  the  whole,  his  in» 
terefts  were  ftill  prevalent  there,  and  generally  at- 
tih  Aug.  tended  to.  Thus,  though,  from  the  immenfity  of 
his  poffeffions,  the  decree  for  the  abolition  of  privi* 
leges  was  injurious  to  him  in  one  fenfe,  it  did  little 
mifchief,  compared  with  that  which  it  occafioned  to 
the  reft  of  the  nobility.  He  could  better  afford  the 
lofs  of  fome  privileges,  and  had  anticipated  that  of 
others  by  voluntary  renunciations,  yet  the  ftep  was 
taken  without  his  knowledge,  and  met  with  his 
hearty  difapprobation.  In  the  debates  on  the  fuc* 
ceflion  to  the  crown,  and  the  regency  in  cafe  of  a 
minority,  as  well  as  on  the  fhare  of  power  to  be 
allowed  to  the  king  in  the  exercife  of  his  vehj  his 
intereft  was  always  obvioufly  confidered.  To  the 
exertions  of  his  party  are  alfo  attributed  many  of 
the  fevereft  decrees  againft  the  clergy  "*• 
Prcpara-  The  fuccefs  of  the  Orleans  fafldon  in  exciting 
tions  for  a  tumults  in  July,  the  defire  of  confirming  and  exm 
ftaioD."'^'  tending  their  aicendancy,  and  the  hope  that  more 
favourable  circumftances  might  refult  from  a  new 
infurreftion,  infpired  them  with  a  projed,  in  which 
all  the  benefits  would  not  accrue  to  their  daftardly 
patron,  and  which  no  irrefolution  or  want  of  energy 
in  him  could  totally  defeat.  Orleans,  on  due  con- 
fideration,  might  have  been  convinced  t^iat  I^e  was 

«  See  Barrvert  Hiftory  of  th^  Clergy,  p,  13. 
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AOt  calculated  to  aflume  the  direfHon,  and  reap  the 
fruits  of  a  public  commotion ;  but  in  his  mind,  re- 
venge was  fuperior  to  ambition.  He  had  eflFeftuai 
experience  that,  if  he  was  not  exalted,  the  king  and 
queen,  whom  he  hated  with  the  mod  rancorous  ma« 
lignity,  were  degraded  by  his  exertions,  and  he  re- 
folved  to  perfevere.  The  emigration  of  the  count 
d'Artois  and  his  family,  the  afcendancy  of  the  Or- 
leans* faftion  in  the  aflembly,  the  death  of  the  king's 
eldeit  fon,  and  frequent  aflurances  that  the  furviving 
child  and  Monfieur  could  eafily  be  prevented  from 
impeding  his  fchemes  of  advancement,  aded  as  frefh 
(Hmulants,  and  a  more  defperate  attempt  was  agreed 
on*  Frequent  private  meetings  of  the  duke*s  con- 
fidential agents  were  held  at  his  country-feat  at 
Mouffeau,  where  the  fcheme  was  formed " ;  and 
the  confidence  and  imprudence  of  the  fadion  were 
fo  great,  that  they  publicly  announced  that  the  duke 
would  foon  be  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom  \ 
The  duke's  agents  in  Paris,  kept  in  exercife  by  fre- 
quent ads  of  cruelty  and  violence,  were  prepared  to 
execute  any  projeft  which  fhould  be  direfted.  The 
fcarcity  of  bread  was  fevere  to  extremity,  though 
the  harveft  was  juft  got  in,  and  the  confpirators  did 
not  fcruple  to  auert  that  the  calamity  originated  in 
the  court  alone.  To  give  a  fpring,  and.  furnifh  a 
plaufible  pretence  for  the  projedled  infurreftion, 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  king's  delay  to  fan£Uon 
fome  decrees  relative  to  the  new  conftitution ;  and 
a  report  replete  with  calumny  and  falfehood  was 
raifed,  refpeding  a  treat  given  by  the  gardes  du 
corps  to  the  regiment  de  FJandresj  on  their  arrival 
at  Verfailles.  The  following  appears  to  be  a  correft 
reprefentation  of  this  tranfadion. 

It  was  an  eftablifhed  point  of  military  etiquette,   ift  oa. 
when  a  new  regiment  arrived  where  another  was  If**  h^^*** 

gardes  dtt 
»  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  39.  corps. 

•  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  a65» 
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already  ftadcmed,  for  the  feniors  to  tretcome  ih^ 
new  comers  by  a  military  dmner.    The  national 
guard  of  Verfaules  gave  theirs  without  ezdting  the 
flighted  obfervation.     The  fame  ad  of  politenefs 
was  performed  by  the  gardes  du  corps  in  the  hall  of 
the  opera.     A  table  in  the  form  of  a  horfe-fhoe  was 
fyread  for  the  company,  amongft  whom  was  the 
count  d'Eftaing,  commandant  of  the  national  guard, 
and  twenty  officers  of  that  corps.     The  fcene  repre- 
fented  a  wood,  the  orcheftra  was  filled  ixdth  the  re- 
gimental bands  of  mufic,  who  played  the  airs  of  fe- 
veral  farourite  operas.     At  die  end  of  the  firft 
courfe,  the  healths  of  the  king,  queen,  and  dauphin 
were  given,  and  drunk  with  the  greateft  unanimity. 
The  trumpets  founded  a  flourifh,  and  vive  le  rot 
refounded  from  every  part.    The  band  played  the  fe- 
vourite  air  of  0  Richard^  6  mm  rot !  from  the  opera 
of  Cosur  de  lion.    The  foldiers,  who  were  placed  in 
the  pit,  jumped  on  the  ftage,  aiked  for  wine  and 
glafles,  drank  the  healths,  and  redoubled  their  ap-' 
plaufes.    Towards  the  end  of  the  fecond  courfe,  the 
king,  queen,  dauphin,  princefe  royal,  princefs  Eli- 
zabeth, and  feveral  ladies  of  the  court  entered  the 
hsdl,  and  appeared  to  enjoy  with  fatis&dion  the  high 
fpirits  of  the  company.     Their  prefence  J^enewed 
their  demonftrations  of  loyalty,  the  health  of  the 
royal  party  was  drunk,  and  wifties  for  their  welfare^ 
repeated  with  enthufiafm.    The  retreat  of  the  royal 
fpedators  broke  up  the  meeting,  for  every  one 
prefled  to  be  near  them  till  the  1^  moment.  *  The 
muficians  followed,  and  when  they  arrived  in  the 
marble  court,  played  fome  Kvely  tunes.    The  fol« 
<Uers,  with  the  cnaraderiftic  gaiety  of  the  nation, 
began  dancing ;   no  one  thought  of  reftmnng  his 
&at  at  table ;  an  undiftinguiflied  mixture  of  troops 
of  the  line  and  national  guards  took  place,  and  the 
hilarity  was  unbounded.    The  royal  family  again 
prefented  themfelves  at  the  winaows  to  fee  the 
happy  multitude :  the  foldiersi  to  amiufe  their  royal 
15  fpe£l9tors» 
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fpe£bttors,  made  a  fort  of  mock  attack  on  the  palace^ 
climbing  up  the  colonades  and  fcaling  the  balcony. 
This  aft  of  levity  being  performed,  they  refumed 
their  dance,  and  at  an  early  hour  feparated  peaceably* 
Their  rifing  from  table  fo  early  occaiioned  four  hun- 
dred bottles  of  wme  to  be  left,  which  they  agreed 
to  drink  out  the  next  day  but  one,  at  a  military 
breakfsdl,  confifting  of  cold  pies,  hams,  and  cold 
joints  ferved  on  a  table  in  the  riding-houfe.  No  |d  oft«. 
one  fat  down,  but  each  helped  himfelf  as  he  pleaf- 
cd.  The  breakfaft  was  replete  with  gaiety ;  loyal 
and  patriotic  toafts  were  given ;  the  royal  family^ 
the  national  a&mbly,  and  the  national  guards^  were 
complimented  with  this  notice  in  turn.  Some  of 
the  party  drank  too  much,  and  broke  the  bottles 
and  glafles,  but  nothing  like  a  riot  took  place. 
The  fame  day  the  officers  gave  a  dinner  to  twenty 
Ibldiers  who  could  not  find  room  at  the  firA  ^  and 
clubbed  two  thoufand  crowns,  which  they  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  cures  of  Verfailles,  to  diftribute  in 
bread  to  fuch  of  the  poor  as  could  produce  proper 
certificates* 

This  was  the  whole  of  that  tranfa£Uon  which  Calomntet 
afforded  a  pretext  for  the  mofl  horrible  enormities,  *^^^^^ 
and  afterwards    formed  an   article  of   accufetion  STonli." 
againft   the  king,   queen,  and  princefs   Elizabeth. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  it  did  not  coft  the  officers 
fo  much  as  three  half-crowns  a-head ;  yet  thefe  mo« 
derate  enjoyments  were  afterwards  by  a  cant  name 
denominated  orgies.     The  mofl  malicious  calum- 
nies were  circulated,  that  the  national  affembly  had 
been  curfed,  that  counter-revolutionary  oaths  had 
been  adminiflered,  the.  national  cockade  trampled 
under  foot,  and  the  black  one  (that  of  the  emi- 
grants)  fubftituted  ^     It  was  every  where  affeftedly 

obferved, 

f  The  preceding  accounts  of  the  feaft  are  taken  from  Montjoye^  and 
are  confirmed  by  the  royalift  jovniaU  and  news«papers.  The  con- 
Uaij  ftatementi  uem  to  have  been  fabricated  principally  by  Lecointr* 
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obferved^  that  the  profufion  of  the  treat  fonifcd  i 
ftriking  contrail  with  the  mifery  of  the  Parifians^ 
whom  the  mtrigues  of  the  court  deprived  of  bread* 
It  was  pretended,  that  the  intention  of  bringing  a 
regiment  of  troops  of  the  line  to  Verfailles,  was  to 
overawe  the  national  aOfembly,  and  carry  off  the 
royal  family  to  Metz. 
4tb  oa.  When  the  plan  of  the  confpirators  was  thorodghly 
Freinn-    prepared,  it  was  announced  in  the  palais  royal  in 

cions  for     ^    '^         !  ,         ,  ,  ,   ,  ^.         i   f      i 

taiDuiu  the  evenmg,  that  there  would  be  no  bread  m  the 
capital  in  the  morning,  but  that  plenty  would  be 
found  at  St*  Cloud ;  and  it  was  fuggefted  as  a  mea« 
fure  of  propriety,  to  go  to  Verfailles,  and  bring  the 
king  to  Paris  \ 
5th.         At  day-break,  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  the  loweft 

^^^  order  or  women  from  the  moft  infamous  parts  of 
the  city  and  fuburbs,  reinforced  by  a  great  number 
of  men  in  women's  clothes,   affembled   in  a  tu- 


of  Verfailles,  afterwards  deputy  to  the  national  convention.  This 
man,  bowe? er,  when  called  as  ^  witnefs  on  the  trial  of  the  qtieeni 
did  not  depofe  half  the  fa^s  which  were  airrently  believed  at  the  time'; 
and  there  is  every  reafon  to  confider  his  evidence  as  untrue.  Two 
perfons  whom  he  aP-uded  toby  name,  as  having  been  prefent,  wece 
called  at  witnefles  (Percival  and  d*£ftaing).  Percival  flatly  con* 
tradifled  the  aflertions  of  Lecointre,  who»  in  his  explanation,  equivo- 
cated and  referred  to  hearfay  |  and  d*£(laing  was  only  flightly  exa- 
mined. No  fucb  fa6ls  as  curfing  the  afTembly,  trampling  the  national 
cockade  under  foot,  or  aflfuming  any  other  cockade,  was  advanced. 
(See  Procesdes  Bourbons,  vol.  iii.  p.  ii.  64.  7s.  Jordan^s  Political 
State  of  Europe,  vol.v.  p  158.  171.  174.)  Kabaud  de  St.Etienne» 
though  a  decided  revolutionift,  does  not,  in  his  hiftory,  pretend  that 
thefe  imputed  enormities  were  tranfa^ed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  1 
charafter  to  the  entertainment  $  on  the  contrary,  hemllows  that  nothing 
could  be  apparently  more  innocent.  He  recapitulates  the  principal 
uSit  with  which  calumny  branded  thefeaft  |  but,  in  general,  be  afcrilm 
them  only  to  individuals,  and  does  not  reprefent  them  at  part  of  a 
coniiftent  general  plan.  (See  Hiftory  or  the  Revolution,  p.  I4S>) 
One  circumftanct  tends  very  much  to  prove  that  the  ftatements  made 
by  the  king*s  enemies  were  falfe.  Thefe  pretended  orgies,  to  which 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles,  as  well  as  the  militarv,  were  witnefles, 
took  place  on  the  firft  of  Goobers  and  it  was  not  till  the  fifth,  when 
the  mob  were  in  full  march  from  Parity  that  they  were  denounced  to 
the  aflembly  by  ttie  Orleanift  Petion, 
%  Apologie  det  ProjetSi  &c.p.  9i« 
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multuous  manner.    They  forced  every  one  of  thdr 
own  fex  i;rhom  they  happened  to  meet,  and  even 
feme  whom  they  prefled  into  the  fervice  from  (hops 
and  other  houfes,  to  join  them,  and  made  a  hideous 
proceffion  to  the  Hotel-de'Ville^  clamorouily  fcream- 
ing  for  bresld  and  arms.     TTie  ecmmune^  owin^  to 
the  earlinefs  of  the  hour,  were  not  yet  aflemWed  { 
and  the  Hotel  being  but  feebly  guarded,  was  eafily 
forced   by  this  band.      They  defeated  a  party  of 
horfc  fent  to  oppofe  them,  by  Ihowers  of  flones, 
and  took  pofTeffion  of  the  hall ;   exclaiming  that 
Bailly,  la  Fayette,  and  all  the  members  of  the  com-^  * 
mtmej  were  fcoundrels,  and  fhould  be  hung  up  a  la 
hmferne^  a  cruelty  they  aftually  attempted  to  prac- 
tife  on  a  baker,  but  he  was  refcued  by  the  military. 
Some  of  them  forced  the  armoury,  and  got  pof- 
fcflion  of  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  eight  hundred 
Riufkets.      Thus  armed,  they  propofed  to  go  to 
Veriailles,  to  afk  the  king  for  bread,  and  to  make 
the  aflembly  give  an  account  of  their  conduft.     A 
man  named  Maillard,  one  of  the  conquerors  of  the 
Baftille,  and  a  known  ruffian  in  the  fervice  of  Or- 
leans, inftru£led  on  this  occafion  for  the  purpofe, 
offered  to  conduft  the  party  to  Verfailles.     He  took 
a  drum  to  collect  them,  and  appointed  the  Champs 
Eljfees  for  a  general  rendezvous,  where  they  mut 
tered  about  eight  thoufand,  armed  with  guns,  piC- 
tots,  broomfticks,  pitchforks,   pikes,  fcythes,  and 
every  other  weapon  of  annoyance  which  the  hurry 
of  the  occafion  permitted  them  to  provide.    Mail-  Thqr  de« 
lard  encouraged  them  by  aft  harangue,  and  they  fct  "^u^Xu. 
out  by  beat  of  drum,  efborted  by  an  immenfe  troop 
of  armed  men^  and  followed  by  a  party  of  the  na^ 
donal  guards. 

There  is  reaibn  to  believe  that  this  violent  mob  Smgnfn- 
did  not  know  exadly  how  they  were  to  be  em-^^^l"**^^ 
ployed.    They   had  a  confufed  notion  that  they 
were  to  murder  the  queen,  but  were  ready  to  com- 
mie any  further  atrocity  which  might  be  fuggefted 
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to  them.  In  their  way  to  Verfailles,  they  abufed 
that  ill-fated  princefs  in  terms  outrageous  to  de> 
cency,  and  threatened  her  in  a  manner  fhockina  to 
humanity.  They  hardly  aflfefted  fecrecy  in  meir 
determinations :  four  perfons  in  the  drefs  of  women 
(lopped  to  drink  at.  a  tavern  at  Sere,  one  was  heard 
to  lay,  **  I  cannot  refolve  to  kill  the  king,  it  is  con- 
**  trary  to  juftice,  but  the  queen,  with  all  my 
♦*  heart  :"  to  which  another  anfwered,  **  They 
^^  mud  all  take  their  chance,  we  fhall  know  what 
*'  we  have  to  do  when  we  get  there '/' 
Proceed-  ,  The  duke's  partifans  in  the  national  aflembly, 
iffcmbi  *!**  Mirabeau  in  particular,  apprifed  of  the  intended  at- 
tack, behaved  with  the  mod  indecorous  contumacy* 
In  the  -midlt  of  a  tumultuous  debate,  the  avant- 
couriers  of  the  infurgents  arrived.  Information 
was  feut  to  the  king,  who  returned  immediately 
from  hunting;  and  the  troops,  moft  of  whom 
were  difaflPeded  and  corrupted,  were  drawn  up  in 
the  court-yard*. 
Arrival  Thefc   meafurcs  were  fcarcely  taken,  when  the 

haviour  of  ^^  '^^^X  ^^  ^^^  womcn  from  Paris  anived  in  two 
the  mob.  divifions ;  one  by  the  direA  road,  under  Maillard ; 
the  other  by  St.  Cloud.  The  former  went  imme- 
diately to  the  aiTembly,  which  was  juft  about  to  rife, 
when  they  required  admifllon,  and  threatened  to 
force  the  doors.  The  prefident  confented  to  their 
introdudion  ;  Maillard  was  their  fpokefman.— 
"  This  morning  i^he  faid)  there  was  no  bread  to 
*'  be  had  in  Paris :  I  rang  the  tocfin,  was  arrefted, 
*'  and  (hould  have  beej^  hanged  but  for  the  aflift* 
*'  ance  of  thefc  ladies  who  accompany  me,  and  who 
*^  faved  my  hfe.  We  are  all  good  patriots,  come 
**  to  Verfailles  to  afk  for  bread,  and  to  punifli  thofc 
'  *'  gardes  du  corps  who  have  infulted  the  patriodc 
^^  cockade.     Thofe  who  dare  to  infult  that  cockade 

»  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  51. 

•  Sec  Memoirs  of  the  King,  Sec,  and  KflRABBAV;  and  for  other 
intermediate  tranfa^ions  lee  la  1*  ayettju 
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^  ftall  be  ferved  thus — for  it  (hall  be  worn  by 
"  every  body."     In  concluding   thefe  words,    he 
tore  to  pieces  a  black  cockade,  and  trampled  it 
under  foot.     This  aftidn  exciting  fome  murmurs, 
"  What  (he  exclaimed  in  the  genuine  cant  of  vul- 
"  gar  ignorance)    are  we    not  all   brothers  ?'*— 
"  Yes,  (anfwered  Mounier,  the  prefident,)  all  man- 
"  kind  are  brothers ;  but  they  muft  not  tear  one 
"  another  to  pieces  for  wearing  cockades  of  a  wrong 
"  colour.** — "  The  ariftocrats  (refumed  Maillard) 
**  are  defirous  to  ftarve  us  j  to-day  a  note  for  two 
"  hundred  livres  (8/.  15 /I)  was  fent  to  a  miller^ 
"  with  inftruftions  to  grind  no  more  corn,  and  a 
"  promife    of    the    fame    fum    weekly.**—"   By 
"  whom  ?**  exclaimed  the  royalifts.     Maillard,  after 
fome  hefitation,  replied,    "  I  was  told  it  was  by 
"  the  archbilhop  of  Paris.** — "  Hold  your  tongue, 
**  impoftor,  (refumed  they,)  the  archbifliop  is  inca- 
"  pable  of  fuch  an  aftion.**     Maillard  being  thus 
filenced,  his  tumultuous  attendants  began  with  gre&t 
clamour  to  demand  an  immediate  fupply  of  bread 
for  the  capital.     The  prefident  informed  them  the 
affembly  was  about  to  deliberate  on  the  moft  fpeedy 
means  of  obtaining  a  fupply,  and  that  they  might 
retire.     Far  from  taking  this  hint,  they  feated  them- 
fclves  on  the  forms  with  the  members,  and  fhewed 
their  favour  or  averfion  to  particular  fpeakers,  in  a 
manner  peculiar  to  themfelves.     To  fome  they  faid, 
"  Speak  to  *em,  deputy  :**  to  others,  "  Hold  your 
•*.  tongue  ;'*    in   a  peremptory  tone,  accompanied 
with  the'  grofTeft  denominations.      In  fine,  it  was  Deput. 
agreed  that  the  prefident,  accompanied  by  fix  de-  "^^®IJ.^^ 
puties,  Ihould  go  to  the  king,  and  reprefent  the     *  "'^* 
ftate  of  affairs  ;  and  after  requefting  his  unqualified 
acceptance  of  the  decrees  relative  to  the  conltitution, 
prefent  the  petition  of  the  Parifian  women.     After 
obferving  that  they  did  not  want  laws,  but  bread, 
th«  Poiffardes  infifted  that  fix  of  their  number  fliould 
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accomp^y  the  deputies ;  to  which  the  afl&mbly  was 
obliged  to  confent. 
Situation  At  the  gates  of  the  palace  all  was  confufion  and 
«rde6  do  ^P^"^^^*  The  martial  order  of  the  guards  at  firft 
corps.  ftruck  terror  into  the  mob,  but  as  diev  had  re- 
ceived orders  not  to  fire,  (an  orda*  wnich  they 
obeyed  with  a  perfevering  magnanimity  fufficient 
to  have  excited  the  admiration  and  refped:  of  fa« 
vagee,)  the  populace  lofing  their  fear  refumed  thdr 
petulance,  and  after  infuldng  them  by  every  means 
in  their  power,  endeavoured  to  brea&  their  ranks* 
Some  attempted  to  frighten  or  enrage  their  horfes, 
fome  to  run  between  them ;  voUies  of  ftones,  and 
frequent  difcharges  of  muikets  were  employed 
againft  this  unrefifUng  body.  In  the  midft  of  this  teN 
rible  fcene  Mounier  arrived,  attended  with  his  female 
co*deputies,  who  were  now  augmented  to  twdve, 
one  having  hold  of  each  reprefentative  of  the  peo- 
ple by  each  arm.  The  guards  at  firft  refufed  them 
admittance,  but  when  Mounier  declared  himfislf, 
they  were  immediately  conducted  to  the  king.  The 
prefident  made  a  long  fpeech  on  the  di(&eires  of 
the  poor.  The  king  anfwered  with  that  pathedc 
eloquence  which  is  the  offspring  of  feeling  and  in- 
tegrity, in  terms  which  affeded  his  female  auditors 
even  to  fainting.  Separated  from  their  abandoned 
companions,  their  fenfes  no  longer  inflamed  by 
hideous  clamours,  or  inapplicable  reproaches,  they 
exerted  their  intelleds,  and  animated  with  joy,  ran 
out  at  the  end  of  the  audience,  exclaimmg  **  God 
^*  fave  the  king !  God  fave  our  good  kmg !  We 
"  Ihall  have  bread  to-morrow  !*'  This  warmtK 
was  foon  checked  by  the  mob,  who  exclaimed  that 
thefe  women  had  been  bribed,  and  faid,  **  If  they 
^^  do  not  bring  us  an  order  under  the  king's  hand, 
*'  we  will  have  them  every  one  hung  up/'  One 
of  them,  in  fad,  was  with  difficulty  refcued  from 
the  hands  of  the  aflaffins.    They  were  again  in- 
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troduced  to  the  king,  who  gave  them  ^  writtea 
paper,  which  fatisfied  thofe  without,  and  the  fhout$ 
of  "  God  fave  the  kingl"  were  general.  The 
guards  (heathed  their  fwords,  and  tranquillity  feemed 
to  be  reftored.  This  was,  however,  of  fhort  dura*- 
tion,  the  guards  being  ordered  to  their  quarters^ 
broke  up  that  firm  pofition  which  had  kept  their 
ailailants  in  awe,  and  they  were  aflfaulted,  not  only 
by  the  mob,  but  by  the  national  guard  of  Ver- 
fsulles.  They  rigidly  adhered  to  the  orders  of  not 
firing,  and  were  alone  expofed  to  every  hoftild 
cflfort,  the  regiment  de  Flandres  having  been  cor- 
rupted by  the  agents  of  Orleans  \ 

The  adOfembly  having,  by  the  ill-timed  perfeveiv  AfStmWj 
ance  of  the  deputation,  obtained  from  the  king  an  un%  •**Jo«^^- 
qualified  fandion  of  the  decrees  which  had  been  pre«  > 
fented,  adjourned,  but  were  foon  recalled  to  their 
fituation  by  the  arrival  of  la  Fayette  and  the  national 

'  The  difficulty  of  ftating  with  exa£lnef>  the  caufe  of  this  attack  on 
4ie  gardet  du  corfi^  is  veil  exprriTed  by  the  author  of  an  Hiitorical 
Sketch,  &c,  (lee  ft.  144).  He  fays,  "The  cnnfufion  was  fo  great 
•*  that  none  of  the  hiftorians  have  defcribed  it  very  clearly.  Th* 
*<  ftirdu  dm  wft  are  accufed  of  provoking  their  enemies  by  fome  rafli 
*'  aflioDSy  which  are  either  denied  or  jufttfied  by  their  friends.  I( 
**  may  be  obfenrcd,  once  for  all,  that  the  indifference  with  which  the 
**  patriots  had  treated  the  murders  committed  at  Paris,  had  convinced 
'*  the  real  or  fuppofed  ariftocrats  that  they  could  hope  for  no  proteAion 
"  from  the  laws,  and  that  force  alone  muft  i-epcl  brutal  force.  We 
**  ctnnoC  therefore  wonder  if  they  are  fometimes  liable  to  the  impuu 
*'  ^tion  of  beginning  the  attack,  when  they  once  heard  their  livea 
*'  threatened  b^  the  mob.  But  in  this  particular  inftance  I  do  not 
*'  find  any  fumcient  proof  that  the  guards  had  recourfe  to  illegal 
**  violence.  The  gm^it  ustmslt  of  Verfai lies  was  rendered  averle  to 
**  them,  and  partly  from  the  mfinuauons  of  Lecointre,  who  was  from 
**  the  firft  their  enemy  and  accufer.  The  regiment  of  FUnders 
**  had  been  gained  by  the  double  feduAioo  of  women  and  money. 
**  J  he  king,  convinced  that  their  fmall  number  could  do  him  no  real 
'<  fervice,  hnt  them  pofitive  orders  not  to  fire;  and  about  fix  o'clock 
**  ordered  the  greatett  part  of  them  to  leave  the  town,  whilft  fome  few 
"  ftill  remained  to  guard  the  interior  part  of  the  palace.  .  Whether  in 
**  their  retreat  they  fired  ra(hty  upon  fome  of  the  banditti  who  lAiulteti 
**  them,  or  whether  thoie  banditti  fii-ed  purpofely  to  throw  on  them 
*<  theodium,  fcems  uncertain}  but  the  gari»  MMtmaU  of  Verfaillet 
**  took  the  pretence  to  fire  on  the  guards^  exclaiming  firft  that  fomt  of 
'*  their  roen  were  wounded,  and  vengeance  was  denounced  on  the  re* 
**  gimeiit  from  dl  qoutch/* 
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guard,  whofe  fanffuinary  difpofidons  encouraged  the 
mob  and  increaled  the  danger.  La  Fayette  havii^ 
made  fuch  anangements  with  the  royal  family  as  be 
confidered  neceflary,  advifed  the  aflembly  to  ad- 
journ, which  they  did,  and  the  confpiratora,  in 
various  difguifes,  mixed  with  the  mob  and  widi 
the  foldiers,  whom  they  infligated  to  frefli  a6b  of 
violence. 
Conduaof  Xt  is  not  neceflary  here  to  repeat  the  tranfa£tions 
'  of  this  dreadful  night,  and  of  the  enfuing  morning, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  the  queen's  life  was  immi- 
nently endangered,  her  defenders  butchered,  and 
the  king  and  his  family,  compelled  to  leave  their 
blood-ftained  palace,  were  dragged  by  their  perfe- 
cutors  to  refide,  or  rather  to  be  imprifoned,  in  the 
capitaL  Every  circumftance  tends  to  prove  that 
this  infurreftion  was  organifed  by  Orleans ;  the 
ready  obedience  paid  to  Maillard,  a  felf-<:onftitutcd 
leader,  known  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  duke,  ihews 
that  many  fubordinate  perfons  muft  have  been 
employed  to  influence  their  fubmifCon,  and  marihal 
them  in  proper  order.  **  The  depofitions  at  the 
*'  Chatelet  prove  in  the  moft  mconteftible  manner, 
"  that  during  the  horrors  of  thefe  two  days  he  was 
**  repeatedly  feen,  and  that  whenever  he  was  re- 
**  cognized  by  the  crowd,  he  was  huzzaed  with 
**  Vive  Orleans !  Vive  noire  Rot  Orleans  /  &c.  He 
*'  then  withdrew,  and  was  feen  in  other  places. 
**  While  all  about  the  unfortunate  royal  family 
**  were  in  the  utmoft  concern  for  their,  fate,  he  was 
*'  in  gay  humour,  chatting  on  indifferent  fubjefts. 
**  His  laft  appearance  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
"  was  about  nine  o'clock,  converfing  in  a  comer 
**  with  men  difguifed  in  mean  drefs,  and  fome  in 
^^  women's  clothes ;  among  whom  were  Mirabeau, 
**  Barnave,  Dupont,  and  other  deputies  of  the  re- 
"  publican  party,  and  thefe  men  were  feen  imme- 
•^  diately  after  concealed  sgnong  the  lines  of  the 
**  regiment  de  Flandres^  the  corruption  of  which 
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•*  they  had  that  day  completed.  He  was  feen  again 
"  next  morning  convcrfing  with  the  fame  perions 
**  in  women's  drefs.  And  when  the  infulted  fove- 
"  reign  was  dragged  in  triumph  to  Paris,  Orleans 
"  was  again  feen,  fkulking  in  a  balcony  behind  his 
"  children,  to  view  the  proceflion  of  devils  and 
"  fiiries  ;  anxioufly  hoping  all  the  while  that  feme 
**  di/lurbance  would  arife  in  which  the  king  might 
**  perifli.  I  (hould  have  added,  that  he  was  feen 
"  in  the  morning  at  the  top  of  the  flairs,  pointing 
**  the  way  with  his  hand  to  the  mob,  where  they 
"  (hould  go,  while  he  went  by  another  road  to  the 
"  king,  in  fliort  he  went  about  trembling  like  a 
"  coward,  waiting  for  the  explofion  which  might 
"  render  it  fafe  for  him  to  (hew  himfelf "." 

But  though  thefe  tranfaftions  occafioned  fo  much  Sufpidons 
mifery  to  the-'  royal  family,  Orleans  did  not  derive  ^*^'**=^- 
from  them  the  ^vantages  he  e^pefted.  Too 
wicked  to  be  a  good  fubjeft,  too  much  mifguided  to 
feel  content  in  his  exalted  fituation,  too  timid  to 
affume  a  decifive  part,  and  fupport  and  diref^ 
openly  the  fedition  he  had  privately  fomented,  yet 
too  devoid  of  fenfe  to  keep  his  agency  an  entire 
fecret,  he  now  not  only  faw  the  propofed  end  of 
his  plan  fruftrated,  but  a  general  fufpicion  attach  to 
himlelf.  His  party  defpiled,  and  fome  began  to 
defert  him,  others,  who  thought  themfelves  fullied 
by  appearing  as  fenators  where  he  was  allowed  a 
feat,  gave  in  their  refignation,  and  requefted  leave 
to  retire.  Thefe  were  about  an  hundred,  and 
amongft  them  Mounier,  the  prefident,  but  he  did 
not  quit  his  ftation  till  he  had  performed  what  he 
judged  his  duty,  by  requiring  an  inveftigation  of  the 
caufes  of  the  infurreftion,  in  a  manner  which  de- 
monftrated  that  he  had  a  well-founded  fufpicion, 
or  certain  intelligence  of  the  real  author.     But 

■  Robifon's  Proof*,  p.  ^77.  Sec  the  KrNG,  &c.  La  Fayetti. 
MiRABEAV.  Hiilories}  and  particularly  Mrf»  Wollftonwratt*8  Hiftory, 
P*43d<450*     BouilU*«  iderooirs,  p.  laS. 
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popularity  was  not  in  itfelf  an  objed  of  defire  to 
Orleans,  bis  juvenile  contempt  of  it  itill  continued, 
though  he  ufed  it  as  a  means  of  forwarding  his  other 
views.  He  would  not  defift  from  the  plans  he  had 
formed,  nor  could  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  exerdons, 
produced  folely  by  himfelf,  open  his  eyes  to  the 
weakiiefs  of  his  own  chara^er.  His  parafites,  from 
interefted  motives,  kept  alive  the  delufion,  and  he 
meditated  frefh  projedls  for  attaining  the  end  of  his 
ambition. 
Orieant  It  foon  became  neceflary  that   Orleans  fhould 

projeftt  a  make  a  vigorous  effort  to  raife  himfelf  by  the  dc- 
f^ac7r"  bafement  of  the  king,  or  relinquifli  all  the  projefts 
he  had  fo  long  entertained.  The  royal  fiaunily  had, 
fmce  their  amval  in  Paris,  performed  an  a£k  of  ho- 
nourable charity,  at  the  exprefs  requeft  of  the 
queen,  which  promifed  to  efface  evory  impreffi(m 
made  to  her  disadvantage,  and  put  her  in  poffeffioa 
of  the  full  love  and  efteem  of  the  naticm.  This 
was  a  voluntary  donation  from  the  privy  purfe  of 
money  fufficient  to  redeem  from  the  hands  of  pawn- 
brokers all  body  linen,  and  neceflary  wearing  ap- 
parel, pledged  for  anv  fum  not  exceeding  a  Louis' 
^  (Par.    To  counterad  tne  favourable  impremons  thus 

excited,  the  ufual  means  were  reforted  to.  The 
report  of  the  king  having  intended  to  fly  to  Metz, 
and  levy  war  againft  the  affembly,  the  orpes  of  the 
gardes  du  corps^  and  all  the  fcandals  which  owed 
their  origin  to  the  malignant  fpirits  of  the  palais 
royal^  were  renewed,  and  circulated  with  increafed 
diligence.  The  plenty  which  had  fuddenly  glad- 
dened the  capital  at  the  king's  arrival,  as  fuddenly 
difappeared.  New  clamours  were  every  where 
excited,  and  St.  Huruge  and  the  garden  orators  of 
iht  palais  royal ^  were  indefatigable  in  their  efforts  to 
excite  fediaon.  The  bakers'  (hops  were  befieged 
all  night  and  every  morning  by  a  clamorous  and 
flarving  multitude,  and  many  experienced  a  total 
want  ctf  the  firft  neceffary  of  life.    The  meeting  of 
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the  national  aflembly  at  Paris,  was  with  a  ridiculous 
precipitancy  fixed  for  the  19th,  though  no  building 
was  ready  for  their  reception,  and  they  were  finally 
obliged  to  meet  in  the  cathedral.  Houfes  were 
marked  with  refli  black,  and  white  chalk,  denoting 
refpeftively  an  intended  murder,  pillage,  or  burn- 
ing, thefe  were  particularly  applied  to  the  dwellings 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  fubfiftcnce, 
the  principal  officers  of  the  national  guard,  and  the 
formers-general. 

All  thefe  indications  of  a  projefted  infurreftion  Condua 
could  not  efcape  the  ittention  of  la  Fayette  and^^**^ 
Bailly,  whom  the  late  dreadful  cataftrc^he  had  ren-  *^*^"** 
dered  more  circumfpeft.  They  exerted  themfelves 
with  uncommon  vigour  to  caufe  a  proper  fupply 
and  regular  diftribution  of  bread,  and  la  Fayelte  in 
particular  obtained  full  proofs  of  the  confpiracies, 
and  infidious  manoeuvres  of  the  duke.  Thus  fur* 
nilhed,  he  repaired  to  the  Tuilleries,  and  entered 
mto  confukation  with  the  king,  who,  on  this  occa« 
iion,  difplayed  his  ufual  good  fenfe  and  moderation^ 
Had  the  love  of  vengeance  poiTefled  a  place  in  his 
breaft,  he  could  now  have  indulged  it  with  perfeft 
fecurity,  but  he  confidered  the  general  good  of  his 
fubjeds,  and  finding  by  the  papers  laid  before  him 
by  the  general,  that  Orleans  alone  could  open  the 
warehoufes  where  grain  was  depofited,  he  refolved 
on  the  more  moderate  and  prudent  meafures  which 
were  afterwards  adopted.  Montmorin,  the  minifter, 
requeued  Orleans  to  call  at  his  houfe  at  an  early  hour 
in  the  morning.  The  duke  was  prepared  for  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  coriverlation,  by  an  intimation  purpofely 
given  by  the  duchefs  of  Coigni,  and  attended  at  fix 
o'clock.  He  anfwered  the  accufations  brought  againft 
him  by  the  minifter  with  the  readinefs  of  a  man  re- 
folved to  make  no  confeflion  injurious  to  himfelf,  and 
with  the  haughty  fpirit  of  an  innocent  prince  unjuftly 
accufed.  He  continued  in  this  ftrait  till  la  Fayette 
burft  from  a  clofet  where  he  was  concealed,  and 
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laying  open  all  bis  treacheries,  afked  what  be  had 
to  offer  againft  the  proofs  depofited  in  the  hands  of 
the  king  ?  Orleans,  confcious  that  he  had  merited 
peculiar  feverity  from  the  general,  attempted  to 
ftammer  out  fome  incoherent  accounts,-  but  fac« 
ceeded  fo  iU,  that  la  Fayette,  giving  way  to  indigna- 
tion, attempted  to  flrike  him,  but  miAed  hh  ahn 
by  the  duke  retreating,  and  fainting  away  in  an 
arm  chair.  When  he  came  to  himfelf  he  was  di- 
refted  to  wait  on  the  king,  and  to  obey  his  orders 
as  he  valued  his  life  *.  His  majefty,  after  fome 
mild  though  pointed  obfervations  on  his  condu^ 
voluntarily  forgave  him,  but  exacted  a  Iblemn 
promife  that  he  fhould  without  delay  repair  to 
England,  and  from  thence  iffue  orders  fop  an  imme* 
diate  fupply  of  corn  for  his  country  ^. 
i6tb  OR.  When  Orleans  communicated  thefe  events  to  his 
dept^ufor  s^flociates,  together  with  his  refolution  to  adhere  to 
England,  his  promife,  they  were  thunder ftruck.  'They  at- 
tempted to  (hake  his  determination  by  every  fng- 
geftion  and  every  argument  in  their  power,  but  in 
vain.  His  paflports  were  expedited,  and  his  pefmif- 
fion  to  depart  obtained  from  the  affembly,  akhoogh 
Mirabeau  obferved  that  a  million  of  fo  fecret  a 
nature  rcfembled  a  lettre  de  cachet y  and  made 
pointed  allufions  to  the  imperious  deportment  of  la 

*  The  cirramftances  here  rtlafed  are  taken  from  Montjoye :  they 
are  not  fo  ciicuT^llannally  detailed  by  any  oihrr  writer,  though  many 
authors  agree  thtt  la  Fayette  compfiled  him  to  leare  Frt^ncej  and 
hint  that  ihr  meth.'ds  employed  were  ihe  revcrfe  cf  ger.ilcnrfi  and  per- 
riiafion  See  Moot e*6  View,  vol.  ti  p.  64.  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  i6s. 
Bouilic't  M<  raoirs,  p.  9S  Urieanit  hunCelf  Oatea  that  he  had  an  in« 
terview  with  la  Fayette*  in  which  the  gcneijil  told  him,  that  his  ab* 
fence  would  be  conduci\'e  to  the  welfare  and  trtrquillity  of  Fratice. 
Expofe  dc  la  Conduitc  de  M.  ie  due  d*Orleanii,  Keaige  par  lui  mctpei 

P-  '9-    . 

y  This  mode  of  proceeding  f'l  perfc^lly  confident  with  the  Icing'* 
chara^)er  for  clemency ,  and  his  rigid  adherence  to  a  givcA  proaiire 
niriy  contiihuie  to  account  for  the  iacility  with  which  the  exculpatory 
fffoir?  ot  Oilcans  were  afterviards  received  by  the  aflemldy,  and  the 
queen*$  refufal  to  give  evidence  whcfl  required  by  the  cominilfiooeri  of 
1^  Chaceiet. 

Fayettft 
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Fayette.  Orleans  refifted  every  propofal  of  his 
friends  to  incite  a  popular  tumult,  or  to  enter  a 
proteft  with  the  aflembly,'  and  left  Paris  three  days 
before  the  intended  explofion.  It  it  not  impoffiblc 
that  the  beams  of  virtue  emanating  from  the  king, 
might  kindle  fome  conjsjenial  fentiment  in  the  bofom 
of  Orleans,  but  as  la  Fayette  was  conftantly  urging 
his  departure,  it  is  more  probable  that  fear  alone 
occafioned  his  fidelity  to  his  promife.  His  fubfe- 
quent  conduft  a6Fords  no  light  on  the  fubjeft,  for 
though  he  performed  the  real  objeft  of  his  miflion 
with  fo  much  exafimefs,  that  in  lefs  than  a  month 
after  his  departure  bread  was  plentiful  and  cheap  in 
Paris,  yet,  contrary  to  the  ufual  effefts  of  com- 
punftion,  he  afterwards  perfevered  in  the  fame 
meafures  as  before.  At  Boulogne  a  flight  attempt 
was  made  to  flop  his  departure  by  an  infurreftion  of 
the  people,  but  without  effeft :  a  deputation  was 
fent  from  Boulogne,  and  the  prefident  afting  extra- 
officiaUy,  in  the  name  of  the  affembly,  confirmed 
the  permiflion  given  for  the  duke  to  depart.  Du- 
mouriez  aflerts  that  this  miflion  to  England  was 
in  confequence  of  an  intrigue  of  the  m^*nifter, 
Montmorin,  who  wifhed  to  induce  Orleans  to  abfent 
himfelf  from  France,  and  to  efFed  that  purpofe, 
infpired  him  with  a  wifli  to  become  duke  of  Bra- 
bant *.  But  the  authority  of  Dumouriez  on  the 
fiibjefl:  of  Orleans  is  very  queflionable,  and  the 
icheme  here  imputed  to  him  utterly  improbable. 
He  was  never  fo  much  in  habits  of  intimacy  with 
Montmorin  as  to  be  open  to  his  efforts  of  intrigue ; 
and  his  plans  refpefting  the  French  monarchy  were 
tpo  extenfive,  and  had  involved  him  in  a  conne£Uon 
too  complicated  to  admit  of  his  forming  a  new 
engagement.  If  he  had  entertained  fuch  views, 
England  was  almofl  the  worfl  fpot  on  the  face  of 
globe  he  could  have  repaired  to  for  countenance  or 

*  Life  of  DumourieSf  fol.  ii.  p.  loo. 

s^flance. 
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ailiftance,  in  a  plan  to  excite  infurre£tion  and  dif- 
member  the  empire  *• 

His  reception  affords  the  beft  refutation  of  fnch 
a  report.  He  was  prefented  at  court,  but  hardly, 
according  to  the  beft  authenticated  reports,  ho* 
noured  with  any  notice  by  the  auguft  and  virtuoui 
perfonages  who  fill  the  throne.  Their  known  at- 
tachment to  principles  and  modes  of  condud  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  his,  their  love  of  virtue,  and 
conftant  pra£Hce  of  religion  and  morality,  occa- 
fioned  that  coolnefs  which  prevented  his  frequent 
vifits  at  St.  James's.  His  debafed  manners,  hit 
tafte  for  grofs  licentioufnefs  and  vulgar  rcvchy, 
foon  took  away  the  refpeft  his  birth  and  fortune 
infpired.  He  was  never  eafy  within  himfelf ;  the 
immenfe  projeds  in  which  he  was  engaged  rendered 
him  reftlefs,  and  he  hurried  through  the  various 
rounds  of  pleafure,  fnatching  at  every  one  with  a 
ereedy  hand,  yet  incapable  of  reliihing  what  be 
lought  with  fo  much  avidity.  The  turf,  the  gaming* 
table,  the  bottle,  and  the  brothel,  engaged  him  by 
turns ;  at  each  of  thefe  fcenes,  where  refinement 
is  capable  of  diminifbing  the  opprobium  of  purfuit, 
he,  like  a  harpy,  was  greedy  of  all,  and  dugufted 
every  body  :  Men  of  refinement  (hunned  him,  and 
lofing  that  extenfive  adulation  and  public  accla^ 
mation  he  had  received  in  his  own  country,  his 
time  foon  became  irkfome,  and  he  was  im- 
patient to  revifit  thofe  fcenes  in  which  his  heart 
was  fo  much  engaged,  and  all  his  hopes  concen- 
tered. 


*  On  bit  own  trial,  Orleans  gare  Aicb  an  account  of  this  jonntej 
at  renders  it  ainioft  certain  that  it  had  DO|iolitical  obje^.  Hefiiidhe 
had  Ittters  for  Mr.  Pitt,  which  he  delivered  )  and  that  as  he  was  feiy 
intimate  with  the  uppoiitior -party »  he  was  employed  to  prelerre  peice 
with  England.  Froc^  des  Bourbons,  vol.  iii.  p.  164.  In  bisowA 
«  account  of  his  conduct/*  Orleans  ftates  that  be  was  intruded  with 
an  important  miflion,  but  does  not  fpccify  its  nature  or  extent.  Set 
ExpoftE  de  la  Conduite,  &c.  p»  x6« 
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The  duke's  party  in  France  were  too  much  in-  1790. 
tcrcfted  in  his  continuing  the  part  of  a  confpirator,  Excrtiont 
to  permit  him  to  relinquifli  it  from  defpair  of  ul-  ^r,y* 
timate  fuccefs.  They  did  not  abate  their  diligence, 
though  their  tafk  was  rendered  much  more  difficult 
by  Ins  abfence,  and  by  other  circumftances.  The 
prefence  of  a  chief,  however  weak,  vacillating,  and 
uncertain  he  may  be,  is  the  foul  of  a  confpiracy ; 
fo  long  as  he  can  be  reforted  to,  and  perfonally 
give  direftions,  there  is  an  order,  a  method,  a  fpirit 
m  the  proceedings,  which  in  his  abfence  they  nc- 
ceflarily  want.  But,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  fears 
of  the  fafUon  had  a  different  fource,  they  appre- 
hended a  reflux  of  the  public  opinion  in  favour  of 
the  royal  family.  They  renewed  their  intrigues 
and  calumnies,  but  they  were  not  always  attended 
with  eflSsft,  for  the  people  of  Paris  being  relieved 
ftom  the  fear  of  famine,  and  not  under  the  in- 
fluence of  accuftomed  iniligation,  did  not  fo  readily 
adopt  the  pernicious  projefts  of  the  confpirators. 
La  Fayette,  aftuated  by  vanity  and  imprudence,  un- 
mtentionally  affifted  the  Orleanifts  by  his  unne- 
ceflary  cruelty  to  the  royal  prifoners,  and  by  his 
jealous 'vigilance,  and  unmanly  perfecution  of  every 
one  who  feeraed  warmly  attached  to  their  caufe. 

At  length  the  imprudence  of  la  Fayette  and  June. 
Bailly  led  them  to  projeft  the  confederation.  The  ^i»«««ttni. 
icheme  of  affembling  fo  many  armed  men  from  the 
provinces  at  Paris,  afforded  an  opportunity  the 
confpirators  could  not  overlook  of  trying  by  means 
of  infurreftion  to  forward  their  plans.  They  la* 
Riented  the  abfence  of  their  chief,  as  an  irreparable 
obftacle,  and  exerted  all  their  manceuvres  to  ac- 
celerate his  return.  La  Fayette,  on  the  other  hand, 
oppofed  it,  but  in  that  inconfiderate  manner  which 
marked  moll  of  his  proceedings.  Inflead  of  apply- 
ing direftly  to  the  king  for  his  interference,  he, 
by  his  own  authority,  fent  an  aid-de*camp  whp 
waited  on  the  duke,  requiring  him  to  continue  in 

London* 
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London*      This    inexpert    agent  had  the  folly  to 
commit  thefe  orders  to  writing  and  leave  it  in  the 
duke's  hands.     He  immediately  wrote  to  his  chan* 
cellor,  who  was  a  member  of  the  aflembly,  to  lay 
thefe  fads,  together  with  his  defire  to  take  the  dvic 
oath,  and  be  prefent  at  the  intended  ceremony  be- 
fore the  legillative  body,  and  move  for  his  recall. 
The  favourable  reception  of  this  morion  was  fed* 
litated  and  increafed  by  a  pamphlet  publiflied  at  the 
time,   and  pretended    to   be    written    by   himfelf, 
called  "  a  Narrative  of  the  Conduft  of  the  Duke 
"  of  Orleans,    during    the  French    Revolution." 
La  Fayette,  detected  in  his  (hallow  politics^  had  no 
oppofition  to  make  to  the  motion  of  the  count  de  la 
Touche,  he  affefted  to  explain  away  the  mii&on  of 
M.  Boinville,  his  aid-de-camp,  but  the  duke's  recall 
ii!h  July,  was  decreed.     He  arrived  in  Paris  and  lock  the 
Airivc*  in  ^ivic  oath,  but  the  fhortnefe  of  the  time,  the  preft  of 
*"*'       bufinefs,  and  the  good  difpofition  of  the  /ederesy  did 
not  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  fucce& 
of  any   fchcmes.     The    confederation  day  pafledi 
contrary  to  his  wiihes,  and  to  the  fears  of  many, 
«5th.     without  the  fmalleft  popular  commotion.      He  gave 
a  public  dinner  the   next  day  in  the  hall  of  the 
patais  royaly  at  which  fome  attempts  were  made 
in  his  favour,  but  without  fuccefs. 
frocfed-       During  the  abfence  of  Orleans,  the  aflembly, 
Ii»g5  in  the  under  the  influence  of  his   faction,   had  referred 
^^^teiet-   Mounier's  denunciation  of  the  tranfaftions  of  the 
5th  and  6th  of  October,  to  the  Chatelet ;   hoping, 
by  their  ordinary  means  of  bribery  and  terror,  ami 
by  the  agency  of  their  friends,  to  prevent  ferious  in- 
quiry.    To  render  the  efforts  of  this  court  abortive, 
they  limited  their  inftruftions  to  the  night  of  the 
5th  of  Oftober,  denying  them  the  means  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  caufes  of  the  infurreftion  in  the  morn- 
ing, or  any  of  the  events  of  that  day,  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  la  Fayette  and  the  national  guards  at  Ver- 
lailles.    Their  view  appears  to  have  been>  either  to 
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involve  the  whole  tranfadion  in  impenetrable  ob- 
fcurity,  or  to  throw  the  odium  of  it  on  the  general. 
The  committee  in  the  aflembly  furniflied  very  few 
proofs,  and  thofe  of  the  moft  vafjue  defcription; 
and  every  engine  was  employed  to  indi:c  •  the  court 
to  acquit  the  parties  implicated.     The  judges  of  the 
Chatelet  proceeded  in  the  execution  of  their  duty 
with  great  fteadinefs,  fecrecy,  and  patience.     They 
iapplied  to  the  committee  for  more  proofs ;  which 
being  delayed,  they  exerted  themfelves  to  make  fuch 
difcoveries  as  (hould  enable  them  to  form  a  true 
report.     They  were  about  to  have  reported  .on  the 
fubjeft,  when  the  duke's  party,  having  gained  in- 
telligence of  the  fpirit  of  their  proceedings,  wrote  to 
him  in  England  for  inftru^lions ;   and,  in  confer 
quence  of  his  anfwer,  employed  all  means  in  their 
power  to  procure  delay.     They  caufed  the  munici- 
pality to  prefent  to  the  court  feventy-five  additional 
proofs;    which. protrafted  the  inquiry  till  Orleans 
had  obtained  permiffion  to  return  to  France.     The  ph  Aug. 
court  at  length,  in  fpite  of  menaces,  intrigues,  and 
llanders,  prefentcd  kt  the  bar  of  the  affembly  a  re- 
port of  the  evidwice   they  had  collefted^  accom- 
panied  with  a  declaration,   that  it  involved  in  a 
charge  of  guilt  two  members  of  that  body.     The 
feftion  had  the  addrefe  to  get  the  report  of  the  Cha- 
telet referred  to  a  committee,  in  which  a  perfon  en- 
tirely devoted  to  them  had  the  charge  of  abridging  it 
for  the  ufe  of  the  members  ;  and  .  he  fucceeded  fo 
well  in  felfifymg  the  evidence  prefented,  in  placing 
in  a  £dfe  light  the  fa6ls  advanced,  and  in  recurring  to 
the  orgies  of  the  gardes  du  corps ^  &c.  that  a  decree  was   td  oa. 
eafily  obtained,  importing  that  there  was  no  ground 
of  accufation  againft  the  parties.  ,  A  fpeech  in  favour 
of  Orleans  was  pronounced  in  the  tribune  by  the  due 
de  Biron,  who  promifed,  in  the  name  of  his  friend, 
a  fiill  explanation  of  his  whole  conduft.     This  pro- 
mife  he  himfelf  repeated  the  next  day,  profeffing  a 
wifli  to  clear  himfelf  from  every  fufpicion  ;   but  he 
&  performed 
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performed  his  undertaking  in  a  very  imperfed  man* 
ncr,  by  an  apology  in  the  form  of  a*  memoire  a  con^ 
fulter^  or  cafe,  to  which  was  annexed  the  opimon  of 
two  obfcure  advocates,  Horn  and  Rozier  ^  It  vn% 
anfwered  by  Malouet,  and  fell  in!to  deferred  dit 
regard. 
Exertions  The  proceedings  of  the  Chatelet  did  not  fo  much 
©f  OrKan»  Q^cupy  the  mind  of  Orleans,  as  to  prevent  his  trying 
many  plans  to  counteract  the  growing  popularity  cJ 
the  king  and  queen,  and  to  further  the  ultimate  fac-* 
cefs  of  his  ambitious  views.  On  his  return  from 
England,  he  foon  found  his  party  ftronger  than 
ever  * ;  but  la  Fayette  being  commander  of  the  na- 
tional guard,  and  Bailly  mayor  of  Paris,  were  infur- 
mountable  obft^cles  to  the  exertion  of  his  two  fa* 
vourite  means  of  fuccefs,  liot  and  famine.  He  la* 
boured  therefore  with  great  afliduity  to  obtain  thdr 
difmiflicm  ^  to  bring  undeferved  odium  on  evety  aft 
of  the  royal  prifoners,  and  to  render  their  fituation 
as  irkfome  as  pofQble,  in  order  to  produce  fome 
ad  which  might  make  them  quit  the  kingdom,  or 
expofe  them  to  the  vblence  of  the  populace.  In 
the  provinces  feveral  infurredions  and  difturbances 
look  place ;  and  the  mfiammable  mob  of  Paris  were 
ready  on  every  occafion^  when  not  reftrained  by 
fear,  to  rife  in  arms  and  commit  violence.  They 
were  fumifhed  with  pikes  at  the  expence  of  Orleans, 
which  were,  for  that  reafon,  according  to  the 
punning  genius  of  the  French  nation,  denominated 
Feb.  1791.  Pbilip'piques  *.  Santerre  difciplined  the  mob  of  the 
fauxbourg  Sl  Antoine,  in  hopes,  by  their  meant, 

^  It  it  tranflated  into  Englilh,  mul  forms  an  oAaro  pampUlet  of 
eighty-three  pages,  pobliihed  by  Stockdale,  1790. 

c  Bouiile's  Mcmoifi,  p,  166.  '  Idem,  p.  S4i.ft70. 

«  Hiftoiica)  Effay  on  the  Ambition  and  Conqtieftcof  France,  p*  a$4* 
Montjoye  alfo  relates,  that  a  caricature  print  was  publiihed,  reprc* 
/enting  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  playing  at  piquet  for  tbc 
crown.  This  emblem  of  royalty  was  ilipp<ng  from  the  fcing*s  betd  | 
and  on  a  labei  which  proceetied  from  his  mouth  were  the&  wor^a 
•«  J'ai  ecan^  let  coeurs  %  \\  ^  pour  lui  Us  pi<|\ies»  &  j'ai  perdu  la 
•«  panic." 

#  *^ 
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to  wreft  from  k  Fayette  the  command  of  the  nai- 
tional  guard,  and  aftually  ventured  tp  oppofe  him^ 
felf  to  the  general  in  the  affair  at  Vincennes  ^ 

The  king's  unfortunate  attempt  to  efcape  from     June. 
the  cuftody  of  his  perfecutors  gave  a  great  afcendr  ^^'^^.^^ 
ancy  to  the  duke's  party.     At  firft  it  was  fuppofed  flight  "*  * 
that,  on  the  king's  leaving  the  realm,  a  regency 
would  be  appointed  ;  and  as  Monfieur  had  quitted 
the  kingdom,  the  conftitution  pointed  out  Orleans 
as  regent.     That  he  might  not  appear  defirous  of 
attaining  this  iituation,  he  addreffed  a  letter  to  4II 
the  joumaiiib,  in  which  he  fol^nnly  renounced  the 
right  given  him  by  the  conftitution  to.exped  the 
regency.     This  letter  is  written  with  confiderable 
art,  £3r  while  he  makes  this  preten<kd  renunciation, 
he  alludes  in  pompous  terms  to  his  zeal  for  the 
public,  and  his  facrifices  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  ^. 
The  moderation  thus  difplayed  was  merely  affedted, 
for  if  the  aflembly  had  decreed  that  he  ihould  be 
r^ent,  which,  from  the  afcendancy  of  his  party, 
there  was  every  resJbm  to  fuppofe,  he  could  not  have 
reiifted  their  decifion.      On  the  king's  return  to 
Paris,  Orleans  was  obferved  in.  a  circle  of  deputies, 
a  gay  ^ftator  of  the  melancholy  fcene\     During* 
the  king's   fufpenfion,  the  queftion  of  abdication 
and  trial  was  preffed  in  the  aflembly  with  all  the 
zeal  and   power  of. his  party.     The  aflembly,   to 
avoid  the  gxofe  term  decbeance^  forfeiture,  ufed  that 
of  dejiiiutioriy  privation ;  but  in  the  Jacobin  club, 
then  the  fenate  of  the  Orleanifts,  the  matter  was 
treated  withouT  ceremony  or  circumlocution.     At 
that  period,  the  projeft  of  a  republic  was  iirfl:  openly 
avowed  in  France ;  but  many  who  afiefted  to  fup- 
port  it  were  clandeftinely  promoting  the  advance- 
nient  of  their  patron,  by  familiarizing  the  people  to 
the  expedition  of  dethroning  the  monarch.     In  all 

'  |5^  I.A  FAYiTTa.    Bouillc's  Memoirs,  P»*99-  - 
-f  Sec  Anccdoiea  du  Re^ne  dc  Louii  JCVJL,  vol,  vi.  p.  »36. 
^  Moore's  View,  ?ol.  ii.  p.  36S. 

VOL.  n.  ^  s  probability 
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probalnlity  the  views  of  the  party  would  have  beet 
crowned  with  fuccefs  thus  far ; — the  king  would 
hsgre  been  depofed,  and  the  duke  conflituted  r^eat 
during  the  minority  of  the  dauphin,  but  for  the  fe- 
ceflion  of  fome  principal  leaders  of  his  faAioo. 
Barnave  unexpeftedly  afTumed  the  defence  of  the 
/  king,  and,  alTifted  by  the  royalifts,  prevailed  on  the 

aflembly  to  decree  the  completion  of  the  conftiturion 
Difap-       in  the  form  originally  intended  ^     The  party  had 
•fOrieans  ^^^^  themfelves  fo  fure  of  a  complete  vidory,  that 
'  they  had  negleded  their  ufual  precautions  of  packed 
tribunes   and  a  hired  mob.      Robefpierre  was  fo 
aftonifhed  and  enraged  at  this  unexpe£^  event, 
that  he  ran  about  the  ftreets  like  a  madman,  ex- 
claiming  to  the  people,  ^^  My  friends,  all  is  lofti  the 
"  king  is  to  be  reftored  ^.'* 
MecihT^^'      Baffled,  in  their  expeftations  from  the  aflembly, 
inthe"^    the  faftiou  endeavoured  to  carry  their  point  by 
Champ  dc  meaus  of  the  populace.     They  prepared  z  petiticm 
*^*"'       that  very  night,  to  be  figned  on  the  altar  of  the  con- 
federation in  the  Champ  de  Mars  the  next  morning. 
•The  mob  affembled,  and  began  by  murderine  a  hair- 
drefTer  and  an  invalid,  wlK>fe  heads  they  uuck  on 
pikes,  and  carried  to  the  palah  royal.    The  mart 
bers,  the  Cordeliers,  or  fociiti  fratermlle,  inflamed 
the  populace  with  declaittations  and  hand-bills  of 
the  mod  atrocious  defcfiption.    After  feveral  meC* 
iages  from  la  Fayette  qnd  Bailly,  requiring  the  mob 
to  difperfe,  attttnary  &w' was  proclaimed  and  ex- 
ecuted '•     The  confitotion  was   revifed  34^!  ac- 
cepted by  the  king,  and  t&e  aflembly  diflblved. 
a^th  Nof .      According  to  the  requifition  of  the  new  conftitu- 
eita^      tion,  la  Fayette  refinal  the  command  of  the  na^ 
mayor,      ticnal  guard,  and  Bailly  the  mayoralty  of  F^ 
This  revived  the  hopes  of  Orleans,  that  bv  procur- 
ing that  office  for  a  creature  of  his  own,  ne  fliould 


*  See  thi  Kinc,  &c,  ik  sct  RoBttFiiaiou 

<  Set  LA  Faystti» 
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ftgaiti  be  able^  by  a  monopoly  of  grain,  to  influence 
the  city,  and^  through  it,  the  whole  kingdom.  Pe-^ 
tion  was  elefted  ;  but  the  duke's  viewsf  with  refpcft 
to  a  monopoly  were  tomlly  fruftrated  by  Bailly,  who 
caufed  the  care  of  the  prcvifions  of  the  capital  to-be 
vefted  in  the  adminiftrators  of  the  department. 

The  new  affembly,  deftitute  of  the  experience  Sitting  of 
and  talents  which  had  been  the  portion  of  their  pre^  latlye^V- 
deceflbrs,  were  delivered  up  to  a  faftion  compofed  femWy. 
of  editors  of  newfpapers,  pamphleteers,  and  other 
labourers  in  the  lower  branches  of  literature,  who 
had  been  fupported  by,  and  were  ftill  in  the  pay  of 
die  duke.     Amongft  thefe  were  the  mofl  rancorous 
enemies  of  the  kmg,  on  whom  they  immediately 
commenced  an  attack;   but  the  mildnefs  of  his 
temper,  and  t|^  refolution  he  had  formed  to  abide 
by-the  conftitmion,  which  was  the  objeft  of  his 
^dnr  ftudy,  rendered  their  meafures  abortive. 

The  peace  of  Europe  was  incompatible  with  the  Orleans 
views  of  the  new  demagogues,  who  were  refolved  to  •"?"**  "^ 
procure  a  declaration  of  war  againft  the  emperor.  "* 
Orleans,  through  the  influence  of  Thevehard,  mi- 
ilifter  of  marine,  who  hoped  to  conciliate  the  new 
affembly,  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  ad- 
mfaal".     This  promotion  it  was  fuppofed  would  be 
the  more  acceptable,  as  he  had  before  folicited  a  mu 
litary  command,  without  fuccefs  ".     The  infubordi- 
narion  of  the  navy  was  fuch,  that  moft  of  the  officers 
promoted  at  the  fame  time  redgned ;  Orleans  and 
d'Eftaing  alone  retained  the  rank  affigned  to  them  ^ 

At  this  period,  Orleans  feems  to  have  been  fen-  Hitdefire 
fible  of  the  impolicy  of  his  conduft :  he  faw  the  of  r*?®"- 
^irit  of  repjtfbiicanifiu  beginning  to  rife,  and  would  ^^h  tSJ 
Save  been  happy  to  compromife  his  hopes  of  ag-  king* 
»^ndifement,   for  an   honourable  promotion   and 
certain  iafety.    ;His'  conduft  on  this  occafion  is  fo 

»  Bertmnd't  Memoirs,  vol.i.  p.  119. 

■  Anecdote^  du'Regne  dc  Loui»  XVI,  fol.  vi.  p.  »3<». 

*  fiertrand*!  Mftnoirs,  vol.  i;  p.  |io.^ 
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venudrkable^  diat  I  (hall  not  in  the  narratiTe  alter  t 
word  from  Bertrand ',  who  gives  it  as  a  party  im- 
mediately concerned,  and  as  an  eye-witnefs.— 
•*  The  duke  of  Orleans  was  not  latisfied  with  writ- 
'  ^^  ing  to  me,  that  he  had  accepted  the  rank  of  ad* 
^f  miral ;  he  likewife  paid  me  a  viiit,  and  amoi^ 
**  other  matters,  he  aflured  me  that  he  fet  Ac 
♦*  higher  value  upon  the  favour  which  the  king 
•*  had  conferred  on  him,  becaufe  it  gave  him  die 
**  means  of  convincing  his  majefty  how  much  his 
^  fentiments  had  been  calumniated.  This  deda- 
*•  ration  was  made  with  an  air  of  opennefs  and  fiit 
*'  cerity,  and  accompanied  with  the  warmeft  pro* 
**  teftations  of  loyalty.  I  am  very  unfortunate, 
**  (faid  he,)  without  deferving  to  be  fo  ;  a  diouland 
**  atrocities  have  been  laid  to  my  c^ge,  of  which 
^  I  am  completely  innocent.  I  haw  been  fuppoled 
^  guilty  by  many  men,  becaufe  I  have  difdairHIo 
**  enter  into  any  juftification  of  myfelf  from  cmics 
^^  of  which  I  have  a  real  horror.  You  are  the  firft 
^  minifter  to  whom  I  ever  faid  as  much,  becaufe 
**  you  are  the  only  one  whofe  charadei  ever  in- 
*'  fpired  me  with  confidence :  you  will  foon  have 
"  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  my  conduft 
**  gives  the  lie  to  my  words. — He  pronoimced  thefe 
*'  laft  words  with  a  voice  and  manner  which  con- 
**  vinced  me  he  meant  them  as  an  anfwer  to  the 
'*  air  of  increduUty  with  which  1  liftened  to  Km. 
*'  I  anfwered  hini,  that  I  was  fo  much  afraid  of 
**  weakening  the  force  of  his  expreflions  in  report* 
*^  ing  them  to  the  king,  as  he  defired  I  fliould,  that 
*^  I  begged  of  him  to  deliver  them  himfelf  to  his 
**  majefty.  He  replied,  that  it-  was  precifely  what 
*'  he  wifced  ;  and  that  if  he  could  flatter  himfelf 
**  that  the  king  would  receive  him,  he  would  go  to 
*'  the  court  the  next  day.  I  gave  his  majefnr  an 
^  account,  the  fame  evening  at  the  council,  of  the 

P  Bertrand*!  Memoirt^  toI.  i«  p.  310. 
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^  vlfit  I  Had  received  from  the  duke  of  Orleans^ 
^  ami  all  that  had  pafled ;  addmg,  that  I  could  not 
•*  help  being  convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  his  pro- 
^  feflions*  The  king  refolyed  to  receive  him ;  and 
•*  the  following  day  had  a  converfation  with  him  of 
"  more  than  half  an  hour,  with  which  his  majefty 
^*  appeared  to  be  well  latisfied.— I  am  of  your  opi- 
^^  nioH  (laid  he  to  me)  that  he  returns  to  us  with 
^  fincerity ;  and  that  he  will  do  all  that  depends 
^^  on  him  to  repair  the  mifchiefs  which  have  been 
**  committed  in  his  name,  and  in  which  very  pof- 
^  fibly  he  has  not  had  fo  great  a  (hare  as  we  have 
**  fufpeded*— The  following  Sunday  the  duke  of 
*•  Orleans  came  to  the  king's  levee,  where  he  met 
**  with  the  moft  mortifying  reception  from  the 
"  courtiers,  who  were  ignorant  of  what  had  pafled; 
^  and  from  the  royalifts^  who  ufualiy  came  on  that 
"  day  to  pay  their  court  to  the  royal  family.  They 
^  prefled  round  hiifi,  treading  defignedly  upon  his 
**  toes,  and  pufhing  him  towards  the  door.  When 
*'  he  went  into  the  queen's  apartment,  where  the 
*^  cloth  was  already  laid,  as  foon  as  he  appeared  thev 
**  cried  out  on  every  fide— Let  nobody  approacn 
^  the  difhes! — infmuating  that  he  might  throw 
**  poifcm  into  them.  The  infulting  murmurs  which 
^  his  prefence  excited  forced  him  to  retire  without 
**  feeing  any  of  the  royal  family.  He  was  purfued 
^'  to  the  top  of  the  ftairs,  and  as  he  was  going 
<^  down,  fome  fpit  over  the  flaircafe  upon  hinu 
*^  He  haft^ied  out,  filled  with  rage  and  indignation, 
"  and  convinced  that  the  king  and  queen  were  the 
"  authors  of  thefe  outrages ;  of  which  they  were 
**  not  only  ignorant,  but  extremely  concerned 
*^  when  they  were  informed  of  them.  From  th^ 
••  monieut  the  duke  of  Orleans  conceived  impla* 
^^  cable  hatred,  and  vowed  vengeance  agamft  the 
^  king  and  queen.  He  kept  his  oath  but  too 
*^  weu.  I  happened  to  i>e  at  court  that  day,  and 
♦*  wai  99  eye-witnefs  to  the  fceue  I  have  jvift  re- 

8  3  ^  lated." 
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*^  latcd."  Thus  was  the  poyal  caufc  unmtcntionw 
ally  injured  by  the  royalifts,  whofe  condud  on  thk 
otcafion  demonftrates,  that  far  from  having  fecret 
cabals  and  confpiracies,  they  did  not  even  maintain 
that  confidential  intercourie  which  was  eiTential  to 
their  intereft^ 
jac^bip  The  Orleaniils  and  republicans  in  the  aflfemblj 
mnmrj.  |yjj  p^rfevered  in  their  attacks  ;  they  forced  on  the 
king  an  adminiflration  compofed  of  Jacobins,  hit 
molt  inveterate  foes.  They  pafled  feveral  decrices, 
ty  virtue  of  which  he  v^ras  required,  with  his  own 
hand,  to  inflift  the  fevered  wounds  on  fuch  of  hit 
hmHy  as  had  left  the  kingdom  ;  to  force  the  con- 
fcience  of  men  for  whom  he  had  the  fincereft  r^ 
fpeft ;  and  to  furround  his  own  dwelling  with  a 
banditti  of  twenty  thoufand  murderers,  at  the  devo- 
tion of  the  Jacobins.  To  thefe  decrees  he  oppofed 
the  fhield  with  which  the  conftitution  had  provided 
him,  the  veto.  They  ende^^voured  to  impel  him  to 
a  frefh  flight,  by  afreded  kindnefs  in  rcprefenting 
his  danger,  and  by  alarming  reports  of  the  populai 
fury ;  but  his  refolution  to  remain  expofed  to  all 
the  fury  of  his  enemies,  deftroyed  the  effeft  of  their 
machinations, 
tothjunc,  Fruftrated  in  all  thefe  fchemes,  the  Orleanifts 
Atuck  on  r^^rred  to  their  accuftomed  meafures  of  popular 
tiie  palace,  infurredion.  They  took  advantage  of  the  exercife 
of  the  veto,  and  the  difmiilion  of  the  minifters,  to 
raife  a  furious  mob,  whofe  defign  to  murder  the 
king  and  his  family  was  averted  by  the  fenfibility  of 
a  hu-ed  populace  to  the  virtue  and  courage  of  thok 
l^imidity  they  were  paid  to  deftroy.  Orleans  on  this  occa- 
ofOricjDf.  fjQij  j^Q.gd  ^jth  that  pufillanimity  which  was  bis 
chara£teri{lic,  and  which  always  prevented  the  fuc« 
cefs  of  his  fchemes.  Fearing  to  have  his  conduft 
again  fubmitted  to  the  judges  of  a  criminal  court, 
he  left  Paris  a  few  days  before  the  intended  aflauk 
of  the  caftle,  and  went  into  the  country,  to  confuk 
^th  the  chiefs  of  the  army  in  his  ihtereft,  on  the 

means 
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means  of  fecuring  the  fruits  of  his  fuccefs.  The 
head  of  a  faftion,  (kulking  about  the  country  incog^ 
nitOj  when  a  decifive  blow  is  about  to  be  ftruck  m 
the  capital,  is  one  of  thofe  novelties  which  the  life 
of  this  weak  and  wicked  confpirator  alone  can 
.afford.  In  the  courfe  of  his  excurfion  he  vifited 
^Valenciennes.  .  Duftiouriez  fays,  "  The  duke  of 
f^.^Orleans  made  his  appearance  at  Valenciennes, 
*^  without  any  one  being  able  to  dif cover  the' motive. 
.**  Biron  protefted  this  deteftable  prince.  Du- 
**  mouriez  had  been  intimate  with  Biron  during 
**  twenty  years  ;  and  acquainted,  though  upon  rather 
*^  cool  terms,  during  the  fame  period  with  the  duke  ; 
*^  but  thenceforward  he  dijiinguijhed  his  twofons^  who 
*«  were  very  unlike  their  unworthy  father"^.**  Let  it  be 
rccolleded,  that  when  this  general  publiflied  his  me* 
moirs,  Orleans  and  Biron  were  no  longer  in  exift- 
ence  to  contradift  him  ;  and  that  there  is  no  caiife 
affigned  why  he  chofe  that  particular  aera  to  diftin- 
guim  his  two  fons,  and  a  proper  eftimate  may  be 
formed  of  the  candour  and  veracity  of  the  general, 
and  the  extent  of  the  duke's  intrigues.  His  journey 
and  return  were  obferved,  and  excited  conjedure 
and  fufpicion '. 

The  twentieth  of  June  not  having  produced  all  »<>«h  Awg. 
the  effefts  expefted  by  the  confpirators,  a  new  in-  5X^*"°** 
lurreftion  was  organifcd,  which  fucceeded  to  the  kiog. 
utmoft  extent  of  their  hopes.     Though  in  the  refult 
of  this  confpiracy  the  interefts  of  Orleans  were  not 
conQdered,  he  was  very  inftrumental  in  preparing 
and  perfeding  it '.     It  is  even  faid  that  the  names, 
additions,  and  places  of  abode  of  thofe  who  were 
a£tive  in  this  confpiracy,  were  precifely  the  fame 
with  thofe  who   were   employed  on   the    fifth  of 
Odober  1789'.     Orleans,  however,  kept  as  ufual 

^  Life  of  DumourieZy  toI.  Hi.  p.  13. 

'  Mercure  Frangoit,  N<»  du  %%  Juillet  179I1  p.  277. 

•  Pag^Sf  vol.  i.  p.  476, 

*  Hiftoire  de  la  Confpiration  du  10  Aoi^t>  par  M.  Bigot  de  Ste. 
Croix, 
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hr  diftant  from  the  fcene  of  aftion" ;  and  fais|m- 
fillanimity  is  faid  to  have  extended  to  his  banditti, 
who  fled  at  the  firft  volley*.  Though  the  ven- 
geance  of  Orleans  was  abundantly  gratified  by  the 
rcfult  of  this  day,  his  ambition  was  feverely  piorti- 
lied.  The  king  was  reduced  to  the  Ipweft  political 
ebb,  deprived  of  his  guards,  fufpended,  impnfoned ; 
but  the  people,  inftead  of  Ihou^g  Vive  d* Orleans  i 
had  learned  to  fhout  Vive  la  liberte^/ 

In  confequence  of  the  king's  MptD&ojij  a  na- 
tional  convention  was  decreed;  and  the  fiattereri 
of  Orleans,  or  thofe  interefted  to  prey  on  his  folly, 
led  him  to  expert  that  this  meafure  would  conduce 
to  a  full  and  fpeedy  attainment  of  all  his  wiibes. 
He  fpared  neither  money  nor  influence  to  procure 
thofe  perfons  to  be  returned  who  were  devoted  to 
him,  and  to  intimidate  and  deftroy  the  friends  of 
the  monarch  and  of  the  exifting  conftitution.  La 
Fayette  had  fled,  and  the  diforganifed  arniKS  were 
entirely  commanded  by  thofe  whom  Orleans  ftm- 
pofed  to  be  his  creatures.  He  procured  the  arreft« 
ation  of  many  perfons  of  influence,  who  were  pre- 
fumed  to  poflefs  an  attachment  to  the  king ;  and 
that  he  might  effSeftually  prevent  their  obftruding 
his  proje£t6,  he  dirafted,  or  at  leaft  fanftioned,  the 
horrible  maflacres  conmiitted  in  the  prifons'.  In 
*thefe  tranfaftions  his  avarice  as  well  as  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  gratification,  by  the  murder  of  his  ac« 
compliflied  relative  the  princefle  de  Lamballe,  which 
he  is  faid  to  have  exprefsly  commanded  *•  He  pro- 
cured himfelf  to  be  returned  a  member  to  the  new 
convention  by  the  agency  of  Robefpierre  and  Dan- 
ton  ;  and  to  prevent  all  prejudice  which  might  arife 

•  Paget,  vol.  1.  p.  47S.  »  Louvet't  Narrattve,  p.  17* 
f  FennePs  Review,  p.  473* 

>  See  in  Gibbon*s  Pofthumoui  Works,  vol.  i.  a  very  intereftiog 
letter,  defcribing  the  fate  of  feveral  vi^liins  of  thefe  maflacret,  and 
afcribing  the  organization  of  them  to  Orleans. 

•  Peltier*8  late  Pidure  of  Paris,  vol.ii.  p.i6i.  i%i,  384*  Set 
Manvbl. 
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from  his  name  exciting  a  recolleftion  of  his  afBnity 
to  the  royal  family,  he  wrote  to  the  commune  of 
Paris^  renouncing  his  family  appellative,  alleging 
the  impurity  of  his  mother's  life  in  proof  that  he 
was  not  a  defcendant  of  the  Bourbons,  and  declar* 
ifig  that  he  was  the  fon  of  her  coachman.  He  re« 
quefted  of  the  icmmune  to  ailign  him  a  new  name, 
and  they  conferred  what  they  termed  the  beautiful 
name  of  Egali.te  \ 

But  thefe  Tery  meafures  which  he  imagined  Defcaion ' 
would  ftrcngthen  his  intereft,  and  infallibly  give  °^**'*"^r 
fuccefs  to  his  projeds,  fruftrated  his  views,  and 
produced  his  ruin.  "With  his  ufual  propcnfity  to 
low  company,  and  the  difgufting  familiarity  of  the 
refiiie  of  mankind,  he  laviflied  his  favour  on  the 
moft  abandoned  and  worthlefs  of  his  partifans.  To 
the  utter  difguft  of  the  men  of  letters  and  fuperior 
attainments  m  his  party,  he  was  always  furrounded 
by  fuch  wretches  as  Marat,  CoUot  d'Herbois, 
ClootZ)  and  Chabot.  The  maflacres  of  September 
having  been  planned  and  executed  by  this  clafs  of 
his  followers,  and  they  alone  enriched  by  them, 
fimie  others  of  his  needy  partifans  became  angry 
and  difgufte^*  The  eagernefs  with  which  the  peo« 
ifc  now  received  the  abolition  of  royalty,  fug- 
gefted  to  fome  the  hope  of  eftablifhing  a  federal  re- 
public, a  chimera  which  they  purfued  with  ardour. 
Thus  arofe  a  divifion  amongit  his  friends,  which,  in 
the  end,  left  him  a  folitary  mark  for  the  firft  in- 
terefted  ufurper  to  (hoot  at.  Many  of  his  agents, 
in  £id,  as  fpon  as  by  his  meaAs  they  had  obtaine4 
independence,  and  even  luxury,  elevated  their 
views,  they  faw  the  folicitude  of  the  rabble  for  the 
downfal  of  royalty,  and  aflfected  to  fecond.  it|  nay 
even  in  violation  of  known  truth,  pretended  to  have  * 
been  always  republicans.  To  the  defign  of  their 
adverfaries    of  forming  a  federaji    republic,    they 

^  Mooters  Journal,  yol.  i.  [>.4i9.    Playfair's  Hi,^Qry  of  Jacobia* 
>foDi  p.  604. 
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oppofed  that  of  a  triumvirate  or  didatorfhip,  which, 
flattering  their  refpe£Hvc  views  and  ambition,  di- 
vorced them  fill  I  more  effeftually  from  the  intercfts 
of  their  patron.  The  firft  ftep  taken  by  the  con* 
vention  was  to  decree  the  aboUtion  of  royalty  ;  this 
was  done  on  the  motion  of  CoUot  d^Herbois,  with- 
out oppofition,  all  the  members  who  were  prefent 
vied  m  giving  this  proof  of  their  being  animated 
with  the  prevailing  fpirit. 
Infignjfi.  At  this  period  the  unfortunate  and  worthlel^ 
tiw^"  Egalit6  percieved  the  inextricable  dilemma  into 
vention.  which  he  was  drawn.  The  king  was  depofed,  but 
royalty  was^  abolifhed,  confequently  there  was  no 
prd)ability  that  he  could  ever  be  regent.  Amongft 
other  popular  novelties,  mention  was  made  of  an 
agrarian  law,  a  fyftem  which  he  had  no  longer  fuffi- 
cient  power  to  counterad,  and  to  which  his  remain* 
ing  property  was  a  moft  inviting  bait"".  He  law 
that  the  Gironde,  except  a  few  individuals,  who 
\Vere  fecretly  his  friends,  hated  him,  and  that  his 
ovm  worthlefs  confederates,  the  Mountain^  de« 
frauded  and  betrayed  him.  Their  rapacity  drove 
him  to  the  moft  fcandalous  expedients  to  raife 
money,  and  inftead  of  a  throne  he  faw  that  he  was 
barely  purchafmg  a  precarious  protection.  His 
importance  was  reduced  to  nothing.  In  the  con- 
vention, which,  as  he  had  bought  it  with  his 
money,  he  expecled  to  ufe  as  a  property,  he  was 
the  moft  infignificant  of  all  members.  He  gene* 
tally  attended  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  every 

^  With  all  hit  profufion,  Orleans  was  never  generous  |  and  though 
he  appeared  to  make  great  pecuniary  facrifices,  he  was  always  trem- 
blingly alive  to  an  attack  on  his  property.  He  carried  bis  cupidity  to 
Aich  an  excefs,  that  he  a^ually  made  a  lidiculous  application  to  the. 
cpnftituent  alfemhly  for  four  million  one  hundreit  and  fifty  eight 
thouHind  eight  hundred  and  fifty  Jivres  (181,94.9/.  31.  9^.},  together 
with  interelt  from  the  year  1711,  as  the  dower  |>romi(ed  Co  Louifa- 
£li?alKth  d'Orleansy  queen  of  Spain,  and  by  her  afligned  over  to  the 
anceftors  of  the  duke*  This  demand  was  referred  to  the  next  legif- 
lative  body^  but  I  do  not  find  that  it  waseyer  renewed.  Set  Dehates, 
i^fh  Junt  I79I* 

day, 
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dky,  looked  round  hirn^  and  went  out  unnoticed  '• 
In  the  army  he  ftill  hoped  to  mountain  his  influence 
hj  means  of  Dumouriez,  who  continued  attached 
to  him,  and  ardent  in  promoting  his  fon  :  but  even 
on  this  he  could  not  depend,  as  he  faw  his  beft  mfli- 
tary  friends  difgraced  or  led  to  the  fcafFoJd.  The 
battle  of  Jemappe,  which  raifed  the  fpirits  of  the 
populace  fo  high,  and  in.  the  account  of  which 
Dumouriez  praifed  Egalit^'s  eldeft  fon,  gave  him 
a  tranfient  gleam  of  funOiine,  and  emboldened  him 
for  the  firft  time,  to  fpeak  in  the  convention  iu 
praSfe  of  the  geheral  j  but  this  hope  was  of  fliort 
duration  ;  Marat  was  bufy  with  his  libels  and  pofl:- 
ing-bills,  deftroying  the  reputation,  and  throwing 
lufpicion  on  the  charafter  of  this  fortunate  warrior  ; 
ind  Pache,  the  war  minifter,  was  crippling  all  his 
operations.  ^ 

During  the  king's  trial  Orleans  difplayed,  in  a  Condaft 
remarkable  nianner,  the  prevalence  of  revenge  over  ^"^"?8;  ^ 
ambition.  He  could  not  reafonably  entertain  hopes  triaf. 
that  he  (hould  ever  be  enabled  to  afcend  the  throne 
after  the  formal  abolitibn  of  royalty,  and  the  de- 
claration of  fome  members,  that  they  voted  againft 
Louis  more  for  the  crime  of  having  been  a  king 
than  for  any  other.  Perhaps  the  approach  of  Du- 
mouriez to  the  capital  was  in  confequence  of  a 
concerted  plan,  to  gratify,  under  fome  form,  the 
ambition  of  Orleans,  and  infpired  new  hopes. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Mountain  ufed  every 
qfFort  of  terror  and  conciliation  to  keep  him  firm  to 
their  interefts,  as  they  were  apprehenfive  that  even 
a  fingle  vote  might  determine  the  queftion  againft 
them.  By  his  means,  during  the  appe/  nominal^  the 
doors  of  tne  convention  were  furrounded  by  aflaflins, 
who  frightened  with  clamour,  and  threatened  with 
their  daggers,  all  whom  they  fufpefted  pf  oppofing 
their  view3% 


*  Moore*t  Journal,  vol,  it.  p.  24S. 

*  Journal  dc  Clcryy  p«  198. 
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.1793-         Wliatever  were  the  wiflies  and  hopes  of  Orleanj, 
Hi$  votes.  ^  might  be  expeded  that  he  would  abftain  from 
voting  on  the  queftion  which  decided  the  fate  of 
his  unfortunate  coufin,  but  he  was  referved  to  ex- 
hibit depravity  in  all  its  difgufting  nudity,  without 
even  the  veil  which  fear  or  hypocrify  fupply,  whca 
better  motives  are  wanting.      The  manner  in  which 
his  vote  on  the  firft  queftion,    "  .Is  Louis  guilty?*' 
was  received,  might  have  convinced  him  that  hor 
nour,  decency,  and  even  his  peribnal  fafety  required 
that  he  ihould  abftain  from  givii)g  an  opinion  on 
the  other  two.     As  foon  as  the  monofyllable  Ota 
efcaped  his  lips,  the  convention,  by  loud  murmurs, 
teftified   aftpnifliment.      On   the   fecond   queftion, 
**  of  referring  the  punifhnient  to  the  nation  in  pri- 
*'  mary  affemblies,**  he  voted   with  the  Mountain 
againft  the  referei^,  and  the  fame  murmurs  tefti- 
fied the  fame  feelings,     He  had  an  interval  for 
refledion  after  thefe  hints,  before  the  third  afpel 
nominal  came  on.     The   queftibn  was  **  What  pu« 
*'  nifliment  had  Louis  incurred  ?*'     On  this  point 
he  renewed  the  furprife  and  horror  of  the  aflembly, 
;md  entailed  on  himfelf  the  execration  of   every 
feeling  mind,  by  the  memorable  fentence  which  ho 
read  from  the  tribune :   ^'  Uniqucment  occupe  de  m9B 
i*  devoir,  convaincu  que  ious  ceux  qui  ont  attente,  ou 
**  atienieroient  par  la  fuite,    a    la  fottveraineie  du 
^'  peiiple  jmritent  la  mortj  ]e  vote  pour  la  mort, 
*'  Influenced  by  no  confideration  but  that  of  pcr- 
"  forming  my  duty,  convinced  that  all  who  have 
^^  confpired,  or  who  (hall  hereafter  confpire,  againft 
**  the  fovereignty   of  the  people  deferve  death,  I 
^*  VOTE  FOR  DEATH.*^     The  horror  excited  by  this 
trait  of  villany   could   hardly    be  fuppreifed;   the 
aflembly  was  in  a  general  ferment ;  one  member, 
ftarting  from  his  feat,  and  ftriking  his  hands  to- 
gether, exclaimed,  Ah  /  lefeclerat !  many  repeated 
that  expreffion,  and  Oh  !  Phorreur  !  Ob  !  le  monjire  V 

f  See  Moore's  Journal,  toU  ii.  p.  577.  580.    Nfcker  on  the  Rero- 
lution,  vol.  i.  p.  403. 
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This  condud,   which  erdted   great  indignation  Heroic 
in  the  peoples  produced  no   other  effed  in  the  ^"J"f  ^'^^ 
king's  mind  than  a  fenfe  of  the  degraded  ftate  of 
his  worthlefs^perfecutor.     "  I  do  not  know/*  he 
£id,  "  what  I  have  done  to  my  coufin  to   make  • 
**  him  behave  to  me  in  the  manner  he  has  ;  but  he 
"  is  to  be  pitied.     He  is  ftili  more  unfortunate  than 
"  I  am.     I  certainly  would  not  change  condition? 
^  with  him**."     Orleans  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
pleafed  fpeftator  of  the  cataftrophe  of  this  horrid 
tragedy.  Accompanied  by  his  eldeft  fon,he  faw  with 
a  fmile,  from  the  Pont  de  Louis  XVI.  the  decapita^ 
fion  of  the  virtuous  monarch  *. 

Whatever  might  be  the  hopes  of  Orleans  at  this  Terror  of 
taoment,  whether  he  had  any  latent  expeftations*  ^^icam. 
from  the  promifes  or  principles  of  the  Mountain, 
or  whether  his  ambition  confined  itfelf  to  the  tran- 
quil enjoyment  of  the  remains  of  his  property, 
cannot  be  determined,  but  the  day  of  the  king's 
death  put  an  end  to  all  his  comforts.  He  was 
alarmed  by  anonymous  notes  threatening  him  with 
affaffination  and  with  poifon,  and  loading  him  with 
every  reproach:  he  furrounded  himfelf  with  a 
guard  of  Jans  culottes  formidably  armed,  who  pre- 
vented all  accefs  to  him,  except  after  the  minuteft 
fcrutiny  :  he  never  flept  twice  together  in  the  fame 
room,  and  frequently  changed  his  apartment  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night :  he  wore  armour  under  his 
dothes,  and  took  every  other  precaution  which  fear 
and  jealoufy  could  fuggeft.  To  the  dread  of  aflaffinr 
ation  was  added  that  of  public  impeachment;  he  knew 
that  a  word  from  the  Mountain  conllituted  hk 
death  warrant ;  and  to  obtain  their  forbearance,  he 
facrificed  to  their  cupidity  every  thing  which  would 
raife  money ;  plate,  furniture,  piftures,  gems,  all 
^ere  feld.    His  virtuous  lady,  who  had  lon^  mourned 

(  Journal  de  Clery,  p.  «or. 

^  fiertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  iii.  p.  t6<* 

*  Pchier'f  Ute  Pifture  of  Parity  roi,  li.  p.  45. 
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the  efieAs  of  his  vices  and  Ambition,  fthick  wttb  the 
prevailing  horror  at  his  lafte  condud,  and  urged  by 
lier  friends,  obtained  a  reparation  from  him,  and 
retired  to  the  houfe  of  her  father, 
Snppofed       For  fome  time  after  the  death  of  Louis  XVL  it 
{'^  aiour  ^^  fuppofed   that   the  partifans  of  Egalite'  were 
*  fecretly  labouring  to  procure  his  appointment  to  the 
proteftorate  \     This  fufpicion  was  carried  by  forac 
to  a  moil  ridiculous  excefs ;  one  deputy  affirmed, 
that  Robefpicrre   and   the  commune   of   Paris  had 
xonfpired  to  raife  Egalite  to  the  throne,  and  that 
Egalite  had  promifed  to  make  Robefpierre  prime 
minifter  for  life,   and  convert   the  national  into  a 
municipal  reprefentalion,  in  which  the  reprefentatircs 
of  Paris  (hould   be  exclufively   legiflators  for  ^ 
loth  Mar,  France  *•     A  confpiracy  of .  fome  kmd  was  entered 
into,  and  excited  much  alarm.     Orleans  was  gen^ 
rally  underftood  to  be  adively  concerned  in  it,  but 
what  end  was  propofed,  or  how  it  failed,  are  ftill 
infcrutable  myfterles.      Briffot    cxhaufted  his   ia- 
genuity  in  conjeftures  "*,  and  Garat  avows  his-  in- 
ability to  exphSn  the  matter  ■. 
Total  de-       The  failure  of  this  undefined  projeft  completed  the 
hi*,"f  °!     ^^  ^^  Orleans,  his  few  remaining  partifans  fpeedily 
iluwice,     deferted  him.     Before  the  king's  deathi  Buzot  and 
Louvet  had  moved  for  his  banifliment,  but  tbey 
were  oppofed  by  the  Mountain,  who  apprehended 
that  the  lofs  of  his  vote  and  influence  would  be 
fatal  to  their  views  **,   and  particularly  by  Robef- 
pierre,  who   virulently  inveighed  againft  this  new 
ipecies  of  oftracifm  ^.      They  procured  an  adjoum- 
«3d  Mar.  mcnt  of  the  queftion  till  after  the  king's  trial.    The 
popular  fociety  of  Amiens  fent  a  letter  requiring  an 

^  Milct*$  Conduct  of  Fraoce  towards  Great  Britain  tx^mand, 

P:  «50« 

1  Garaf*ft  Memoirs,  p.  197.    ^ 

•  Bi'iflbr  10  his  ConltitutiJts,  p.  S6. 
»  Carat's  Meiroi J  s,  p. 114..  ^^6. 

•  See  Debates  a\  iCtli  Mr.d  i9:h. December  179a. 

P  Ste  Robeipieiie  a  ic:>.Cgainuntaiis,  vol.  u  p;  44i.j. .     « 
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irrevocal^li  decree  of  baEmflim^t  againft  aU  ih/i 
Bourbons,  but  as  they  imprudently  added  a  requeft 
that  a  decree  of'  accufation  might  be  pronounced 
agaiail  Marat  and  fome  other  demagogues,  the 
convention  pafled  to  thp  order  of  the  day,  Robef*  *7fh.  ' 
pierre  alfo  tnored  that  all.  the  relations  of  the  late 
king  fliould  be  baniihed,  but  with  the  like  fucce(s. 

The  flight  of  Dumouriez,  and  the  obvious  con-  Flight  of 
neftion  of  that  general  with  the  Orleans  family,  JJ",^^"" 
completely  fubjedled  Egalite  to  his  adverfaries.  In 
vain  he  profefled  in  the  conventipn  his  refolution 
to  imitate  the  elder  Brutus,  in  facrificing  his  fon  to 
his  country  j  his  deftrufUon  was  doomed,  and  he 
had  neither  virtue,  property,  or  friends  to  defend  or 
xronible  him«  When  the  news  of  Dumouriez's  ift  April, 
treafon  arrived,  la  Source  moved  that  Egalite  and 
SiUery  (hould  be  taken  into  cuftody,  but  having 
implicated  Danton  in  his  cenfures,  the  debate  tooK 
another  turn.  He  was,  however,  that  fame  day 
ftruck  out  of  the  books  of  the  Jacobin  club.  He  s^^ 
was  next  indirectly  denounced  by  Barbaroux,  but 
as  that  deputy  contented  himfelf  with  requiring  that 
Valence,  and  all  perfons  conneded  with  the  family 
of  Orleans^  (hould  be  arrefted,  Egalite  feconded  the 
motion,  and  thus  obtained  a  momentary  reprieve. 
-This  lenity  was  perhaps  merely  owmg  to  the  uncer- 
tainty which  attended  the  final  event  of  Dumouriez's 
exertions,  for  fo  foon  as  his  want  of  power  was  dif-  ^ 

covered,  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  became 
more  decifive/    Marat  moved,  that  as  there  were      7th. 
no  prpofs  againft  Egalite,  his  charafter  of  deputy  ^(^ 
ihould  be  refpcded,  but  a  letter  having  been  read  OrJcanf. 
j-elating  a  converfation  which  he  had  held,  in  which 
he  alluded  to  the  probability  of  his  being  king, 
JSoyer  Fonfrede  moved,  that  all  the  members  of  the 
3ourbon  family  ihould  be  retained  as  hoitages  for 
th^  SMTefled    commiflioners,  which    was    decreed* 
Marat,  a  few  days  afterwards,  faid,  that  he  could  not     nth. 
tell  yrhether  Fhiilippe  Egalit^  was  a  traitor,  but  (hat 

be 
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jaUiinex-^     Re  was  drawn  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution  in  a 
''coura«,    cart,  with  four  other  perfons,  who  difpbyed  the 
moft  dreadful  apprehenfions ;  but,  on  this  awful  oc- 
cafion,    Orleans   exhibited  an   elevation  of  mind, 
which,  had  it  been  his  portion  in  more  profperous 
days,    would  have  infured  him  happinefs  and  rje- 
putatibn.     His  being  intended  for  execudon  on  that 
day  was  fo  little  known  in  Paris,  that  very  few 
people  were  prefent  when  firft  he  afcended  the  Cart, 
but  the  rumour  foon  flew  and  attracted  innumerable 
gazers.     They  reproached  him  in  the  coarfeft  terms 
■  with  all  the  crimes  of  his  paft  life,  his  debaucheries, 
his  aflJiffihations,  his  perfidy,  his  vote  againft  the 
^king,  every  thing  memory  could  fuggelt.     When 
,  the  cart  reached  the  palais  royal^  with  a  refinement 
'in  cruelty  truly  Parifian,  they  made  it.  (top  ten  mi- 
nutes, to  obferve  the  effefl:  produced  by  contemplat- 
,  ing  the  fcene  of  his   grandeur   and   debaucheries. 
^    /.       On  this  great  day  he  difappointed   the  hopes  of 
malevolence  ;  he  ipaintained,  during  his  whole  pro- 
^  grefs,  a  ferenity  of  countenance  and  dignity  of  de- 
^pbrtment  altogether  princely.     He  looked  at  the 
falais'  royalj .  and  read  the  infcriptipn  on  the  front 
denoting  it  to  be  national  property^  without  the  leaft 
apparent  emotion.     The  populace,  difappointed  of 
their  expefted  enterttiiilnieht^ '  at  length '  permitted 
him  to  proceed.     At  a  fmall  'drftance  from  the  place 
of  execution  he  entered  into  qonverfation  with  a 
priefl;  who  was  allowed  to  attend  the  prifoners,  and 
fo  continued  till  he  came  to  the  foot  of  the  fcs^old, 
where,  without  lofing  for  a  ipQihrfnt  .the  intrepidity 
and  dcath..fo  recently  acquired,  he  fubmitted  to*  Ae  knife  of 
the  guillotine,  which  terminated  his  ekiftence  in  the 
forty -feventh  year  of  his  age,  in  lefs  than  ten  months 
-  after  the  inurder  of  the  king,  which  he'  had  oc- 
cafioned  by  fo  much  expence,  fp^much  intrigue,  and 
fo  many  crimes.     His  body  was  thrown  without  di- 
iliriSioii  amid  the  crowd  of 'carcafes  which  daily 

butdiery 
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)>utchery  configned  to  the  burying-gfound  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen. 

Thus  periflied  this  at)andoned  prince,  whom  it  is  Obfcnr. 
now  a  common  mode  of  fpeech  to  call  the  monjler  *"°"* 
Ega/ite.  He  fubverted  a  throne  without  coarage  or 
confiftency  fufEcient  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  refult  of 
his  own  efforts;  and  fquandered  an  immenfe  for- 
tune with  fo  little  judgment,  that  at  his  death  he 
fcarcely  poflefTed  a  fingle  friend.  He  was  tacitly  ex- 
cepted, after  the  fell  of  Robefpierre,  from  the  vote 
of  cenfure  which  the  moderes  caufed  to  be  paifed  on 
the  murderers  of  the  other  deputies,  as  no  one  had 
integrity  or  courage  enough  to  propofe  including 
him  in  the  lift.  His  name  will  remain  to  pofterity  a 
perpetual  warning  to  individuals  of  overgrown  pro- 
perty, againft  the  folly  of  entering  into  popular  con-  . 
ipiracies,  and  becoming  the  dupes  of  men  of  defpe- 
rate  fortune  and  daring  ambition  ^ 

I  ffiall  avoid  further  difcuffion  of  the  charafter  of 
Orleans,  by  prefenting  to  the  reader  the  following 
animated  comparifon,  which  a  late  noble  and  learned 
author  has  drawn  with  equal  fpirit  and  feeling. 

'*  It  is  afflidive  to  have  lived  to  find,  in  an  age 
"  called  not  only  civilized  but  enlightened,  in  this 
**  eighteenth  century,  that  fuch  horrors,  fuch  un- 
"  paralleled  crimes  have  been  difplayed  on  the 
**  moft  confpicuous  theatre  in  Europe,  in  Paris, 
"  the  rival  of  Athens  and  Rome ;  that  I  am  forced 
"  to  allow,  that  a  multiplicity  of  crimes,  which  I 
*^  had  weakly  fuppofed  were  too  manifold  and  too 
"  abfurd  to  have  been  perpetrated  even  in  a  very 
^^  dark  age,  and  in  a  northern  ifland,  not  only  not 
^^  commencing  to  be  poliihed,  but  inured  to  bar- 
<<  barous  manners,  and  hardened  by  long  and  bar- 

^  P)ayfair,  alludine  to  bis  firfntiefs  on  the  day  of  his  death,  with 
great  jultice  an4  conliderable  humour  fays*  "  l*he  dulce  of  Orleans  • 
.  "  was  a  coward  from  calculation,  rather  than  from  nature.     W^hen 
''  there  wns  any  mode  of  efcaping,  or  when  he  had  an  alternative,  he 
"  never  rifked  himfelf.'*    Hiftoiy  of  Jacobinifm,  |>.6o4.  n. 
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^^  barous  civil,  wars  among  princes  and  iH>biISl^ 
**  ftriaiy  related ; — ^yes,  I  muft  now  believe  thai 
**  any  atrocity  may  have  been  attempted  or  prac- 
^^  tifed  by  an  ambitious  prince  of  the  blood  aimmg 
•*  at  the  crown,  in  the  fifteenth  century,    I  can 
•*  believe  (I  do  not'fay  I  do)  that  Richard,  duke  of 
**  Gloucefter,  dipped  his  hand  in  the  blood  of  the 
•^  faint-like  Henry  the  fixth,  though  fo  rcvolfmg 
**  and  injudicious  an  ad  as  to  excite  the  indignatioti 
**  of  mankind  againft  him.    I  can  now  believe  that 
••  he  contrived  the  death  of  his  own  brother 'Ch- 
^  rence  ;  and  I  can  think  it  poflible  (inconceivable 
*^  as  it  was)  that  he  afperfed  the  chaftity  of  his  ovn 
"  mother,  in  order  to  baftardife  the  oflfeprmg  of 
*^  his  elded   brother  :-*for  all  thefe  extravagant 
^*  cxceffes  have  been  exhibited  in  the  compafs  of 
-*<  five  yearsj  by  a  monfter,  by  a  royal  duke,  who 
**  has  aftually  lurpafled  all  the  guilt  imputed  to  Ri- 
•*  chard  the  third  ;  and  who,  devoid  of  Richard's 
"  courage,  has  afted  his  enormities  op«ily,  and 
•*  will   leave  it   impoflible  to  any   future  writer, 
**  however  difpofed  to  candour,  to  entertain  one 
**  hi/ioric  dotibt  on  the  abominable  aftions  of  Philip 
•*  duke  of  Orleans. 

*'  After  long  plotting  the  death  of  his  fovereign, 
*^  a  viftim  as  holy  as,  and  infinitely  faperior  in  faifc 
.  •*  and  many  virtues  to,  Henry  VI.  Orleans  has 
**  dragged  that  fovereign  to  the  block,  and  pur- 
*^  chafed  his  execution  in  public,  as  in  public  he 
•*  voted  for  it. 

•*  If  to  the  aflaffination  of  a  brother  (like  the  fup- 

•'  pofed  complicity  of  Gloucefter  to  that  of  Cla- 

•*  rence)    Orleans   has  not  yet    concurred;  ftill, 

•**  when  early  in  the  revolution  he  was  plotting  the 

*'  murder  of  the  king,  being  warned  by  an  affociate 

;**  that  he  would  be  detefted,  he  faid,  *  No  ;  fori 

**  will  have  my  (natural)  brother,  the  abbe  de  St. 

-"Far,  ftabbed  too,  and  then  iiobody  will  fufpeft 

"  me  of  being  concerned  in  the  murder  of  my  own 

«  brother.' 
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^*  brother/  So  ably  can  the  aflaflins  of  an  enlight* 
"  ened  age  refine  on  and  furpafs  the  atrocious  deeds 
"  of  Goths  and  barbarians  ! 

**  Shade  of  Richard  of  Gloucefter !  if  my  weak 
**  pen  has  been  able  to  wafh  one  bloody  ipeck,  one 
"  incredible  charge  frpm  your  charafter,  can  I  but 
<<  acknowledge  that  Philip  of  Orleans  has  fuliied 
<<  my  vamiih^  and  at  leaft  haa  weakened  all  the  ar- 
**  guments  that  I  drew  from  the  improbability  of 
^  your  having  waded  fo  deeply  into  wickednefs  and 
"  impudence  that  relcoiled  on  yourielf,  as  to  calum* 
"  niate  your  own  mother  with  adultery,  li  you  did, 
<*  it  was  to  injure  the  children  of  your  brother  j 
<<  iliU  you  had  not  the  fenfelefs,  fhamdefs  effrontery^ 
^  to  make  your  own  legitimacy.  Philip  of  Orleans 
**  mocks  your  pitiful  felf-partiality ;  he,  in  perfon, 
^^  and  not  by  proxy,  has  declared  his  own  mother 
<^  a  flrumpet,  has  bafUrdifed  himfelf,  and  for  ever 
^^  degraded  his  children  as  progeny  defcended  from 
"  a  coachman  !-^for  what  glory,  for  what  objeA, 
^^  far  be  it  from  me  to  conjedure ;  who  would 
^  have  a  inind  congenial  enough  to  fuch  a  monfler, 
^^  as  to  b^  able  to  gacfs  at  his  motives "  ?'* 

«  Ste  Poftr<^ript  to  Hiftoric  Doubts  wntten  in  1793.    I»ord  Oc^ford*! 
Works,  yqKU.  p.aso** 
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"VJOTWiTHSTANbrno  the  curiofity  excited  by 
■*'^  the  (ionduft  and  writings  of  Pain,  and  by 
his  being  the  only  Englifliman  who  has  appeared  as 
a  legiflator  in  France,  I  fhould  have  felt  an  mvind- 
ble  repugnance  to  the  labour  of  following  bim 
through  all  the  mazes  of  guilt  and  fraud,  and 
tracing  him  from  a  diftioneft  obfcurity  to  his  prcfent 
ftafe  of  infamous  notoriety,  but  the  more  difgufting 
aind  fatigiiing  part  of  the  talk  has  been  already  per- 
formed with  fo  much  perfpicuity  and  ability,  that 
what  remains  becomes  eafy  and  comparatively 
pleafant.  The  publication  on  which  I  have  relied 
for  the  fads  ftated  in  thefe  Memoirs,  is  intided, 
"  The  Life  of  Thomas  Pain,  the  Author  of  the  fedj- 
**  tious  Writings,  intitled  Rights  of  Man,  by  Francis 
*^  Oldys,  A.  M,  of  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylyania  f 
a  work  which,  from  unqueftionable  information,  I  can 
venture  to  cite  as.  the  produftion  of  Mr.  Chalmdrs,  the 
well-known  writer  of  the  Lives  of  De  Foe  and  Ruddi- 
man.  This  work  was  firft  publiflied "  when  Pain, 
making  a  violent  effort  to  emerge  from  the  obfcurity 
in  which  he  had  remained  ever  fince  the  peace  of 
1783,  declared  himfelf  the  opponent  of  Burke, 
and  the  champion  of  the  French  revolution.  It  has 
been  fo  well  received  as  to  have  paffed  through  ten 
editions ;  and  as  the  author  himfelf  has  obferved, 

n  It  4iat  been  (incc  abridged  by  William  Cobbett,  the  Americt»i 
who  writes  under  the  n^ime  ot  Peter  Porcupine. 

^«  Mr, 


*^  Mr-  Pab  has  noticed  .the.-  Ufe  ia  hit  ^ecand  ^att^    '. 
**  of  the  Rights  of  Man;  yet,  bo\ii;ever  uxftei  Ijy.r 
**  intereftjor  quickened  by  Ihame,  hebas-qtpt  cou--> 
**  troverted  one  aflertion,  he  has  not  explaiaed  ofi^^ 
**  incident  j  he  has,  qonfirrabd  foipe  faiSks,  ^fithouf^ 
<«  (ienyuig  any :  and^.  of  cijnfequence^.  h^  his  ad^ 
**  mitted   the  whole  of  the  narrative  to  be   true^r 
"  wlych  indeed,  co^d  jaot   be   clifputej,    without     ^,  ^,,.  r 
**  con^radi£Ung   dates  and  invalidating    records." 
Relying  on  their  admifllbn,  and  on  the  known  chd- 
rafter  of  the  author,,  i.  (hall  abridge  his  narradvc 
and  diftinguifh  the  not;es/or  which  I  am  indebted^ 
to  his  diligence  and  accuracy  by  the  fignarure  O.  .  ,   ^^^ 

Thomas  i  Pain*   was    born  at  Thetford  in  the^*9i^*J»n»»'; 
county  of  Norfolk.     His  father,  Jol'eph  Pain,  was^Blrthand  ' 
the  fon  of  a  fraall,  but  reputable  farmer ;  a  ftay-  accountsoiF 
mstker  by  trade,  and  a  cjuaker  by  religion  :  his  mo-  ^^i^pwcntt 
ther  was  Frances  Cocke,  the  daughter  of  an  attorney, 
at  Thetford.     For  n^arrying- according  to  tjie  forms '      . . .  ^ 
of  the  church,  Jofeph  Pain  was  expelled  the  com-.      -  -  ^. 
munity  of  quakers,  but  that  bei^evolent  fe£l  con*.  ''^ 

tinued  to  pity  his  diftreffes  through  life,  and  to, 
relieve  his  wants..  The  father  and  mother  both'  -_, 
lived  to  know  their  fon's  vices,  to  pity'his  mif-^  ^'  '^  - 
fortunes,  to  hear  of  his  fame,  but  to  partakq  little! 
of  his  bounty  ^  It  aix)fe,  probably,  from  the  tenets^ 
of  the  father,  and  the  eccentricity  of  the  mother^' 
that  Thomas  Pain  was  never  baptized,*  or  regularly; 
received  into  the  bofom  of  any  churcfi,  though  he 

*  Thii  man^s  real  name  is  Pain :  his  fiftitioua  name  it  Paine  wifh  ^    .  '\ 

final  et  for,  his  father's  name  wAs  PaiHy  and  his  own  minr  was  P#i«». 
when  be  married,  when  he  correfponded  with  the  excife,  and  when  he 
fy^  appeared  in  America ;  but,  finding  fome  inconvenient^  ip  his  real 
name,  or  feeing  fome  advantage  in  a  fi^itioys  one,  be  thys  (haDge4 
the  name  of  his  family. — O, 

y  Jofeph  Pain  was  buried  at  Thetford  on  the  i^t))  of  Kbvemher 
1786,  aged  78.-~Frances  Pain,  widow,  was  buried  on  the  i8tb  of 
May  1789,  and  recorded  to  be  94  s  but,  as  (he  was  born  ip  January 
S697-8,  tUe  parifti  regifter  makes  her  age  to  be  greater  than  it  was^ 
though  (he  had  far  outlive^  the  period  which  is  ^fligncd  to  mor. 
l^ls.— O. 

T  4  vaa 
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TfW  confirmed  by  the  ttffiop  of  Nbrwich.    TWn 

IsMt  cTTcumrtknce  was  owing  to  the  zeal  of  Mrs^ 

Cocke,  fcis  aunt  •  a  woman  of  fuch  goocinefs,  Aat 

thotiefh  (he  Kvea  on  a  fmall  annuity,  ffie  impartdl 

niucn  of!  her  Kttle  income  to  his  mother,  while  he 

D^asnot  v,efy  foHcitous  aboUt  hil  aged  parent,  ^onidll; 

Ks^ares  for  mankind. 

EOoeation-    ]  Pafn,  who  was  educated  at  the  ftee-fchool  of  Th€t- 

ford;  tinder  Mr.  ]^o^;ele's,  Was  deemed  a  (harp,  boy  of 

unfettled  '  appKcatioii,   btit   Jeft   no*  performances 

wliicb  denote* jUTenilevigour  or-  unconnnbn  attam- 

nients  i  •  hl^*   ftudies    were    confined    to    readings 

l>in)«thc  writing,  atffl  arithmetic.      At. the  age  of  thirteen 

Ifry^^r^^he  left  ftribot  to  learn  his  father^  bufinefs,  and 

i^iW  ■•  ccfntmued  t6  wo^k  with  him  at  Thetford  for  five 

j!.,!,^"     years,  ci^cept  a  (hort  period  during  which  he  was 

employed  by  a  C6ufin,  who  Wa^  sJfo  a  ftay-raalot 

at  Shipdam  in  Norfolk '. 

17 5<-         At .  thi  age  of  nineteen'  he  went  to  London, 

So!ndon.    '''^here  he  is  liippofed  to  have  remamed  about  two! 

years,  but  no  trace  of  him  is  difcovered,  except  tha$ 

he  worked  for  fome  with   Morris,  a  very  noted 

»75«-     (fcay-maker.  in    Hanover-ftreet,  Long  Acre,      He 

^^'  ^'"'next  efhblifhed  himfelf  at  Dover  with  Grace,  a 

rtay-maker,  of  whom,  under  pretence  of  an  attach- 

ment  to  his  daughter,  he  contrived  to  borrow  teA 

ffciunds,  to  fet  up  as  a  niafter  ftayTmaker  at  Sand- 

>yich,.  but  he  neither  married  the  lady  or  repaid  the 

liioney. 

Apr.1759*      At.  Sa|i4wich  he  lodged  with  Mrs,  Fi(ber  in  the 

§Mdwich  nflni^arket,  at  whofe  houfe  he  coUedled  a  congre- 

^  »  He  indeed  telTs  himfelf  (U»ght«,  part  ii.  p.  91.)  what  furely  can- 
not be  true,  «*.  That  when  lirtle  more  than  fixtcen  years  of  age»  I 
'*  entered  on  hoard  the  Terrible  priva^eer^  Ca|K.  Death. '^  He  wai 
certainly  born  on  the  19th  of  Januar)'  1736*;  t  he  was»  of  coiirft» 
llxtecn  on  the  «9th  of  Januiry  1755.  ^^^  ^^  ^'^^  ^*'  ^^^  declarea 
n^;iin(l  Trance  till  the  17th  of  May  1756,  when  he  had  entered  into 
his  t  wen  tie!  h  yc^.  The  Tcr/iblc  wai  fitted  out  probably  in  the  fum- 
mer  of  1756,  and  was  ceitainiy  captured  in  January  1757*  'Th^fc 
fajis  evince  how  lirtle  Pain  is  to  be  trufted|  when  he  does  prettnd  tq 
^VC^  pafTa^e  o(  his  own  life.— O. 

^  gation^ 
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gfttiori,  to  i;94iom  he  preached  ds  an  independent^  and  be- 
or>  methodift.    Healfo  wrote  a  fhort  poem  which  ^T'/ii 
was  never  poblifhed,  on  a  perfon  in  jal,  who  waa  ™rcLchc'r. 
rdk>red  to  life  and  reafon  after  he  had  attempted 
felf-deftru^on.     Here  he  married  Mary  Lambert,  lijarries. 
the  daughter  of  James  Lambert,  who  had  been  aA  « 
ezcifeman,  and  afterwards  a  fheriflf's  officer.     She 
was  waiting-woman  to  the  ivife  of  Richard  Solly, 
an  eminent  wooUen*dra^r,  and  is  ftill  praifed  by 
her  own  fcx  as  having  been  a  pretty  girl  of  modeft 
behaviour  \     Whether  he  was  difappointed  of  an 
esepeded  fortune,  or  urged  by  natural  favagenefs  is  ^ 
uncertain,  but  ere  two  months  had  elapfed,  his  ill 
Ufage  of  his  unfortunate  wife  was  notorious.     Her 
forrher  miftrefs,  dame  Solly,  however,  relieved  her 
with  conft^nt  foHcitude.   Pain  foon  after  his  marriage 
took  a  houfe  ne^^t  the  Board-yard  on  Dolphin  key, 
without  being  able  to  flimifli   it.     Rutter,  a  re- 
Ipedhible  unholfterer  of  Sandwich,    fupplied   him 
with  fuch  fiirniture  as   he  vranted,  but  being  em- 
barrafled  with  debts  and  goaded  by  duns,  he  was  7th  April 
obliged  to  depart  from  Sandwich  in  the  night,  with     »76o. 
his  wife.     Re  took  with  him  the  flays  belonging  to  f^*!? 
St  cuftomcr,  a  ftove  and  other  articles  of.  furniture 
from  his  houfe,   the  property  of  the  upholfterer. 
He  left  at  Sandwich  a  bad  charafter,  which  has 
defcended  to  the  prcfent  times,  and  has  induced  the 
inhabitant?  to  remark  that  not  a  fmgle  anecdote  of 
him  is  remembp-ed  which  i^  favourable  to  his  moral 
fjharafter. 

From  Sandwich  he  Virent  to  Margate,  where  he  Goes  to.  . 
fold  the  frirniture  he  had  fo  difhoheftly  obtained ;  M»»ga««r 
$m  i^,  which,  hj^d  the  laws  been  duly  enforced, 

•  In  the  chufch  regifter  thcrr  is  the  following  entry :  "Thomas 
**  Pain,  of  the  parifti  of  St.  Pcter^s,  in  tbc  town  of  Sandwich  in  KfHt, 
**  bachelor,  and  Mmj  Lambert,  of  the  fame  parilb,  fpinder,  were. 
**  oiarriefl  in  this  churchy  by  licence,  tliis  eyth  day  ot  Sept.  T759> 
"  by  .me  Wil)iam»Buncc»  leflor.  In  the  prefence  of  Thomas  Taylor, 
f«  Maria  Solly,  John  Jofliif,    (Signed)  Thortias  Pain,   Mary  hMt* 

^ould 


aSa  P  A  I  N, 

\^ouId  probslbly  have  precifMtated  hifi  voyage  to 
America,  and  given  him  an  additional  claim  to 
patronage  in  France.  He  ftjiyed  at  Margate  only 
while  he  fettled  his  aflfairs,  and  then'  departed  for 
London. 
Ccmicc-         From  this  period  it  remains  uncertain  what  fete 

T'am^'  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^  y^^^^  y  ^J  ^^^^  fheis  faid  have  perifhed 
bi:»wiie.  on  the  road,  of  ill  ufage  and  a  premature  birth: 
the  women  of  Sandwich  ajepofitive  that  fhe  died 
in  the  Britifli  Lying-in  Hofpital,  in  Brownlow- 
ftreet.  Long  Acre  ;  but  the  regifter  of  this  charity, 
which  is  kept  with  commendable  accuracy,  evinces 
that  (he  had  not  been  received  into  this  laudable  refiigc 
of  female  wretchednefs :  and  there  are  others  who 
have  convinced  themfelves  by  diligent  inquiry,  that 
fhe  is  ftill  alive,  though  the  extreme  obfcurity  of 
her  retreat  prevents  ready  difcovery  **. 

Convinced  by  long  experience  that  he  was  defi- 
cient in  fome   effehtial   requifite,  either  ability  or 
induftry,  to  fucceed  as  a  (lay-maker,  he  fixed  his^ 
July  1761.  hopes  on  obtaining  a   place   in   the    excife.      To 
qualify  himfelf  for  this  fituation,  and  obtain,  in  the 
meantime,    a    necelTary  fubfiftence,    he  retired  to 
ift  Dec.  his  father's   houfe,  and  after  fourteen  months  of 
^1761.     ftudy  and   trials,   obtained  a    gratification  of  his 
i>i.iceTn  '  wi(hes,  through  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Cockfedge,  the 
the  excife.  learned  recorder  of  Thetford.     He  was  immediately 
fent  as  a  fupernumerary  to  gage  the  brewers*  caflcs  at 
fthAug.   Grantham,  and  afterwards  to  watch  the.fmugglers 
/764..     of  Alford;  but  he  did  not  long  retain  his  office, 
27th  A^g.  bemg,  for  fome  reafon  at  prefent   unknown,  dif- 

1765.  '  ini(red  in  a  year  after  his  arrival  at  that  place. 
Goes  to         He  was  now  reduced  to  the  moft  abjeft  fl;ate  of 
i^ndon.    indigence,  in  want  df  food,  raiment,  and  flielter. 

^  A  diligent  fearch  in  the  hooks  of  the  London  Lying-in  HoTpitali 
in  the  City  Road,  found  no  foch  perfon  as  Mis.  Pain  to  have  died  in 
it  during  ihe  years  1760  or  1761  :  nor  is  it  tnie,  as  hath  been  po- 
fitively  aflferted  in  the  newfpapers,  that  (he  is  now  Jiving  in  the  work- 
houfe  of  $u  George*S|  Southwark.«»0« 
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In  this  miferable  condition  he  returned  to  London^ 
where  he  was  fupported  by  the  diiinterefted  bene- 
volence of  fome  humane  individuals  till  he  was  re-  Reftored. 
ftored  to  the  excife.  ^  "J*;  J^"*' 

His  reftoration,    however,   not  being  attended  u/berai 
with  immediate  employment,  he  was  obliged  to  accept  ■"  *^** 
an  engagement  as  liiglilh  ufher  with  Mr.  Nqble,    *'"^* 
who  kept  the  great  acadepiy  in  Leman-ftreet,  Good* 
manVfields,  from  whom  he  received  twenty  pounds 
a-year,  and  an  additional  five  pounds  for  finding  his 
own  lodging.     Here  he. continued  till   Chrifbnas, 
diiliked  by  the  miftrefs,  who  yet  remembers  him, 
aQd  hated  by  the  bovs,  who  were  terrified  by  his 
barfhnefs.     During  tnis  period  h^  lodged  with  one 
Oliver,  a  hair-dreffer  in  Whitechapd,  by  whom  he 
is  ftill  recoUefted  \    From  Mr.  Noble,  who  relin- 
quiihed  him  without  regret,  he  went  to  Mr.  Gard-     17^7. 
nor^s,  a  reputable  fchool  at  Kenfington,  but  he  re- 
mained there  only  three  months. 

Among  other  fagacious  difcoveries  with  which  i>efi'out 
Mr.  Pain  has,  of  late  years,  benefited  mankind,  ^ovdln. 
there  is  one  very  remarkable,  that  the  knowledge  of 
a  clergymen  is  confined  to  a,  b,  ab,  and  hie,  hsc, 
hoc      Yet  even    this  contemptible   modicum   of 
fdence  was  wanting,  at  this  period  to  the  accom- 
plifhmcnt  of  Mr.  Pain's  views  of  intereft  or  ambi- 
tion.    He  was  defirous  of  taking  orders,  and  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Noble  for  a  certificate  of  his  qualifica- 
tion, which  that  gentleman  very  properly  refiifed 
on  account  his  limited  education.     Difappointed  in  Becomet 
his  wiih  of  regular  ordination.  Pain  felt  no  abate-  "/^^^^"^ 
ment  of  his  defire  to  be  a  preacher,  but  gratified  **'**^  *'^* 
himfelf  by  holding  forth  to  promifcuous  audiences 
in  Moorfields,  and  other  populous  places. 

At  length  he  obtained  a  regular  employ  as  an  Mzr.iysu 
excife  officer,  being    fent,   after  fome  delays,  to  ^'j*^^ 

«  Thcfc  references  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Noble  and  Mr.  Oliver 
arc  taken  from  "  The  Life  of  Pain/*  and,  of  courfc,  apply  to  the  time 
<H' publiAiing  the  Brfli  edition  of  that  work,  X79S> 

Lewes 
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Lewes in^Suflex;  Atthis  place, by  his  clfevv^on  tx> the 
botde,  he  acquired  the  tide  dF  zjoibffiOmvj  and  by 
ereater  attention  to  fidd  iports  thaii  hii  duty),  the  troQ« 
ical  nick-name  of  commodore.     Helodged'  at  the  houfa 
Joif  1769.  of  Samuel  Oflive,  a  tobacconift,  iwho  dying  in  rather 
bad  drcumftances,  afforded  Mr.  FSain  an  occafion  to 
try  his  ingenuity  in  appropriating  to  himfelf  pairt  o£ 
his  eSb^,  but  he  failed  ^i  the  attempt,  and  wat 
turned  out  of  doors  by  the  executor,  Mn  Atterfol^ 
with  marks  of  indignity  and=  diftrufh 
1770.        But  the  advantages  which  the  integrity  and  ^- 
cemment  of  the  executor  withheld,  the  kuidnefii  of 
the  widow  and  afe^Hon  of  the  daughter  fupplied* 
Opens  a     He  ret^inied  to  the  houfe  from  whicn  ke  had  been 
*rocer!  *   ^  difgraoefoUy  esqielled,  opened  the  fliop  \xx  his  own 
^^  name  as  a  grocer,  and  on  his  own  behalf  continued 

pefratMh   to  work  the  tobaccQ^mill  of  Ollive,  however  con* 
ihe  reve-    ^j-^ry  both  the  fliop  and  the  mill  were  to  the  maxims 
^^*'         pf  the  exclfe,    Such  was  his  addrefs,  or  his  artifice, 
^hac  ttiough  he  had  promoted  the  baying  of  fmug^ 
ffled  tobacco,  he  was  abte  for  feveral  years  to  cover 
pis  practices,  and  to  retain  his  proteflor. 
1771*         At  the  age  of  thirty-four,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Mft '01-    ^li^^t  ^^  daughter  of  his  old  landlord,  who  was 
jivc.        eleven  years  younger  than  himfelf,  and  a  woman  of 
fuch  accompUfliments  as  to  attrad  men  of  higher 
rank  and  greater  delicacy,     Pain  had,  however, 
gained  her  affedions}  and  ihe  would  have  him, 
contrary  to  the  adyice  of  Mr.  Atterfol,  her  father's 
friend,  and  to  the  remonflrances  of  her  -own  rela- 
tions.    This  marriage  b^i^  inaufpicioufiy,   and 
Svfpcflcd   ended  unhappily.    3efore  Pain  could  have  obtaine4 
9t  comiftit-  \a%  marriage  licence,  he  fwore  that  he  was  a  bachelor^ 
iwY.****    when  he  knew  that  he  was  a  widower^  if  indeed  his 


^H7: 


*  The  fp] lowing  entry  appears  on  tfcc  pariih  regifter  of  St.  MichaH 
in  Lewes  t  **  Thomas  Fain,  hachthr,  and  Elisabeth  Ollive,  fpinfter, 
**  were  married  in  this  church,  by  licence,  the  s6tb  of  March  I77i« 
**  By  mc,  Robert  Auften,  ctirate.  Wiineffcs,  Henry  Verrall,  Tboinai 
!«  Ollive.    (Signed)  Thoma«  Pain,  Eli^beth  Ollivc."— O. 
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Hafk  wife' wefe  dedeafcd  %  He  was  on  this  occafidh 
.inftrumental  too«  widi  his  uoderAanding  clear  and 
'hk  eyes  opened,  in  entering  on  the  regmer  that  he 
'Utas  a  boAehry  though  he  knew  be  was  a  loidower* 
•Now  the  marriaffe-aft  declares  it  to  be  felony  with* 
•out  benefit  of  dergj^  wilfully  to  make  £dfe  entcy 
-on  the  regiftcr,  witn  intent  to  defisat  the  falutary 
^.purpofes  of  recording  truth,  difcritninating  cbarac* 
ters,  and  afcertaining  property. 

In  this  year  Fain  made  his  firft  e&rt  as  a  pnbKc  Com^ 
writer.    His  produ^on  was  an  eledion  foag  for  j^*^** 
*  one  of  the  candidates  at  New  Shoreham.    It  was 
propofed  to  die  poets  of  Lewes  as  a  prize-fubjeft : 
<his  fong  was  adjudged  the  beft,  and  he  was  rewarded 
*widi  a.prefent  of  three  guineas.     A  de%n  was 
-fi^nned  about  the  fame  time  by  the  excifismen,  to 
peddon  parliament  for  an  increafe  of  falary ;  a  fum 
"  of  money  was  raifcd  by  common  contribudon,  and 
Pain  was  emjdoyed  to  write  tbeir  cafe.    After  many     ,yy». 
months  labour,  "  he  produced  an  o£tavo  pamphlet  Write*  the 
"  of  twenty-one  pages,  which,  excluiive  of  the  in-  ^n*gCtf< 
,  *^  trodu^ion^  is  divided  into  two  heads;  the  Jiaie  of 
-  **  the  falary  of  the  officers  of  excife  ;  tbmtghts  on  tie 
*^  comtptian  arifingfrom  the  poverty  of  excife^cfficers. 
^  On  thefe  topics,  he  fays  all  that  the^^kbi9fl:lvriter 
<«  could  have  faid.      Truth  eafily  fUdes  mto  the 
^^  mind,  without  the  afliifaince  of  ability,  or  the 
**  recommendation  of  artifice.    But  if  Pain's  maiden 
**  pamphlet  be  infpeded  by  critical  malignity,  it 
**  will  be  found,    like  his   maturer  writmgs,  to 
^^  abound  in  the  falfe  grammar  of  illiterature,  and 
"  the  falfe  thoughts  of  inexperience.     Vigour  of 
**  fendment  and  energy  of  manner  will  not  be  de- 
**  nicd  him.    His  firft  pamphlet  will  be  confidered 

«  It  is  a  very  remarksble  fa5l,  that  the  marruige  afEdaritf ,  witbia 
tkediftnA  of  Lewet,  during  1771,  theyearof  Pain*s  marriaget  (hotrld 
be  miffing;  yet,  that  the  marriage  affiilavits,  during  1770  and  XTfx^ 
.  ihould  be  rafe.  Whether  this  lofa  hap^wned  by  dehgn,  or  acckleitt, 
we  will  not  conje^turei  though  wt  thiDk  the  coinaiikiict  rather  extra- 
•rdinary.— 6. 

U  as 
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^^  as  hU  beft  performance  by  all  tliofe  wlio  r^ard 
^^  truth  as  fuperior  to  falfehood,  modefty  to  iinpu« 
**  dance,  and  juft  complaint  to  factious  innovadon^'' 
Four  thonfand  copies  of  the  cak  were  printed  by 
Mr.  William  Lee  of  Lewes.  But  e^en  thofe  in- 
tended for  the  members  of  parliament  were  not  all 
diftributed  ;  and  though  Psun  reinforced  the  argu- 
ments contained  in  his  pamphlet,  by  two  additional 
1773.  publications,  each  on  a  folio  (heet,  and  flayed  in 
London  on  the  bufinefs  a  whole  winter,  no  2q)pG- 
cadon  to  Parliament  was  made  on  behalf  of  his 
clients.  P^  fpent  their  money  without  obtainii^ 
for  them  any  redrefs,  and  even  left  the  printer's 
bill  unpaid.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  a 
newfpaper  controverfy  in  1779,  he  declared,  that  till 
the  epoch  of  his  Commm  Sen/e,  he  had  never  pub- 
lifhed  a  fyllable. 

While  he  was  thusr  employed  in  every  thing  but 
his  proper  bufmefs,  his  pecuniary  affairs  became  de- 
ranged, and  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  making 
an  aflignment  of  his  effects  to  Mr.  Whitfield  of 
tih  April  Lewes,  his  prmcipal  creditor.  About  the  fame  time, 
'774«  his  inattention  and  improper  conduct  in  his  office  oc- 
cafioned  his  difmiffion ;  no  previous  a£bs  of  conci- 
liation could  avert  his  difgrace  *,  nor  could  any  fub- 
fequent  efforts  effeft  his  reftoration.  Mr.  Whitfield 
took  pofleffion  of  the  property  by  virtue  of  his  aflign- 

f  Thtf  U  not  the  onlyoccafion  on  which  I  have  ufed  the  wrymmh 
of  the  authoi*  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  my  information  refpe^tog 
Fainj  but  at  I  have  never  feen  the  pamphlet  in  queAion,  I  do  not 
think  it  proper  to  make  ufe  of  the  judgment  of  another  perfon  without 
expreft  acknowledgment. 

K  At  every  fcrap  of  a  great  writer  it  interefting  to  the  curiousi  we 
have  preferved  the  fubjoined  extraftof  a  letter  from  our  author  to  a 
fuperior  excife.officery  dated  at  Lewes,  the  24th  March  17741 
— *<  Dear  Sir,  I  have  requeued  Mr.  Scott  to  put  y«  3d  and  4th  ^, 
**  books  for  74  under  examination,  for  at  I  was  in  London  almoft  all 
*<  laft  winter,  I  have  no  other,  which  have  any  bufmefs  in  them— 
<^  Requeft  the  favour  (if  not  too  inconvenient)  to  inquire  and  inform 
**  me  when  they  are  ordered— and  i/jrev  can  find  tmt  tbt  exmrnher,  itfn 
**  ym  v>iU  drink  a  b§ttlt  vr  two  of  tomt  witb  tim^ml  fliouid  like  the  cba- 
<<  raAer  to  go  in  at  fair  at  it  can.'*— O* 

ment, 
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ment,  and  fold  it  ^.  The  other  creditors,  thinking 
ihemfelves  defrauded  by  this  preference,  let  loofe  on 
their  debtor  the  terriers  of  the  law,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  abfcond  from  their  purfuit  in  the  cock- 
loft of  the  White-horfe  inn,  without  bedding,  and, 
but  for  the  female  fervant,  without  food,  till  Sunday 
fet  him  free. 

IBs  fecond  wife  had  no  lefs  reafon  to  complain  of  Trcatmene 
his   unkindnefs   and  brutality  than  his  firft  :    (he  <>^*>«*Y»^«- 
bore  with  the  greateft  patience  the  mfults,  violences, 
and  repeated  beatings,  which  his  harfhnefs  and  cru- 
elty induced  him  to  inflift,  before  (he  fought  relief 
by  complaining  to  her  friends.     On  her  reprefent- 
aitions,  after  an  unhappy  union  of  three  years  and 
an  half,  they  executed  articles  of  feparation,  which  H«h  May 
were  drawn  by  Mr.  Jofias  Smith,  a  moft  refpeftable  thJ!?  ft. 
attorney  at  Lewes  ;  flie  engaging  to  pay  to  her  huf-  paratioo. 
band  thirty-five  pounds,  and  he  obliging  himfelf  to 
claim  no  part  of  whatever  goods  flie  might  gain  in 
ftiture. 

On  leavmg  Lewes,  he  fled  to  London  for  con-  Goes  to 
cealment ;  and  foon  after  his  arrival,  hearing  that  L<>«<*on* 
his  wife  had  been  kindly  received  by  her  brother, 
and  was  comfortably  fettled  with  him,  he  difturbed 
her  repofe  by  contefting  the  validity  of  the  articles 
fo  recently  executed  ;  but  at  length  a  new  deed  was    4th  Jane 
prepared  m  fuch  terms  as  to  fatisfy  all  parties.  1774-. 

After  many  ufelefs  eflforts  to  obtain  his  reftoration  Goes  to 
as  an  officer  of  the  excife.  Pain's  friend  and  patron,  '^"*^<^»* 
the  late  George  Lewis  Scott,  recommended  him  to 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  as  a  perfon  who  could,  at 
that  epoch,  be  ufeful  in  America.     Franklin  gave 

*»  Mr.  Whitfield,  by  publlfhing  the  following  advertifemenf,  expofcd 
to, the  whole  town  of  Lewes  the  defperate  (late  vf  hi6  debtor**  circum<- 
ftances:  **  To  be  fold  by  auAion,  on  ThurPiay  the  14th  of  April,  and 
•*  following  day,  all  the  houfehold  furniure,  ftpck  in  trade,  and  other 
•*  effe^,  of  Thomas  Pain,  grocer  and  t<  bacconil*,  near  the  Weft 
**  Gate  in  Lewes:  alfo,  a  horfe-tobacco  and  I'nufF  mill,  with  all  the 
"  utenlUs/or  cutting  of  tobacco  and  grinding  of  fnuifj  and  two  un- 
**  opened  crates  of  cream-coloured  Aone-ware.'*— >0. 

him 
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him  a  recbinmetidatoiy  letter  to  Mr.  Richard  deedi^ 
wine-merchanty  at  Philadelphia ;  and  one  of  intro^ 
lepr.1774.  du£tion  to  governor  Franklin  *of  ihe  Jerfeys.    Thi\i 
provided  he  quitted  England,  leaving  behind  bini 
acquaintance  who  did  not  efteem,  and  relatives  who 
did  not  rc;gret  him  K 
Not.  1774.      On  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  he  prefented  his 
Hit  firii  *  letter  to  Mr.  Beech ;  but  that  gentleman  difcover- 
^[^y*     mg  that  he  could  not  fpell  cDrreftly,  declined  rc- 
"^  *       commending  him  as  an  uiher ;  and  he  was  engaged 
by  Mr.  Aitkin,  a  bookfeller,  as  fhopman,  at  a  fa« 
lary  of  twenty  pounds  a^ear.    The  (late  of  Ame- 
rica at  this  period  was  fuch  as  to  afford  fiiffident 
fcope  for  the  exertions  of  an  active  miijid,  to  what^^ 
ever  cburfe  it  was  bent,  and  Pain  did  not  long  re- 
main unnoticed.    Quitting  the  obfcure  apd  unpro^ 
fitable  line  to  whicnhis  abilities  at  firft  feemed  to 
N0T.1775.  condemn  him,  he  employed  his  genius  in  experi- 
ments for  fixing  a  cheap,  eafy,  and  expeditious  me* 

1  We  Aibjoln  the  following  letter  from  Pain*t  mother  to  hit  wife ; 
not  onlf  for  its  own  merits  but  becaufe  it  afcertiint  his  identity,  and 
illnftrates  hit  charaf^ert 

«  Dear  Daughter.  Thetford,  Norfolk,  1^  Juljr  it74* 

**  1  muft  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  my  enoutries  concemiog  my 
**  unhappy  (on  and  your  hniband  t  Tariout  are  the  reports,  the  which 
**  I  And  come  origiaaily  irom  th«  EKci(e<office.  Such  as  hit  file 
**  treatment  \o  you,  his  fecreting  upwards  of  p/.  intrufted  with  him 
**  to  manage  the  petition  for  advance  of  r^larv  {  and  that  fince  his 
**  difcharge,  he  have  petitioned  to  be  rtftored,  which  was  rc)e^  with 
'<  fcom.  Since  which  I  am  told  he  have  left  £ngl:md.  To  aJi 
**  which  I  beg  yoo*ll  be  kind  enough  to  anfwer  me  by  due  courfe  of 
*'  poft.«-YouMl  not  be  a  little  Airpriied  at  my  fo  ftroogly  defiringto 
**  know  what*s  become  of  him  after!  repeat  ko  you  his  undutifal  b&- 
•«  viour  to  the  tendereft  of  parents  j  he  never  aflccd  of  us  any  thing, hut 
^  what  was  granted,  that  were  in  our  poor  abilities  to  do|  nayi  even 
**  diftrefled  oiirfdves,  whole  works  arc  given  over  by  old.  age^  to>t 
**  him  have  ao/.  on  bond,  and  every  other  tender  nuiiL  a  patent  could 
*f  pofitbly  (hew  a  child }  bis  ingratitude,  or  rather  want  of  duty,^  hai 
••  been  fuch,  that  he  have  not  wrote  to  me  upwards  of  two  years.— 
**  If  the  above  account  be  true,  I  am  heartily  forry  that  a  woman,  whoie 

'  ^  charaAer  and  aroiablenefs  defervet  the  greateft  refpeA,  love,  and 
••  eAeem,  as  I  have  always  on  enquiry  been  informed  your*!  did, 
**  (hould  be  tied  for  life  to  the  worft  ot  huibands.-^I^  am,  dear 

•  •«  daughter^  your  affie^tonate  mother  F.  Pain.*' 

**  P.  S.  For  God's  ikke  let  me  have  your  anfwer^  as  I  tm  alooft 
«*  diftniaed."-0. 

4  tbod 
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tliod  of  making  faltpetre  ;   and  propofed  the  plan  o£ 
a  laltpetre  affociation,  for  voluntarily  fupplying  the 
public  magazines  with  gunpowder. 
*  But  that  which  elevated  him  to  a  pitch  of  unex-  Puhlifhet 
pefted,  and,  for  fuch  an  exertion,  unexampled  ce-  ^JJIJ-y^^*^' 
lebtity,  was  the  publication  of  the  pamphlet  called  loih  Jan. 
Common  Sense.     Notwithflanding  all  the  faults  of     '77^» 
ignorjyice  and  raflinefs  with  which  it  abounds ;  not* 
^vithftanding  the  ingenious  expofurc  of  its  errors* 
written   by   Dr.  William  Smith,    which   appeared 
under  the  fignature  of  Cato  ;   ihis  book  was  fo  con* 
genial  to  the  public  tafte,   that  it  was  univerfally 
jperufed,  and  loudly  praifed.     The  firfl  edition  was 
fpGedily  fold  ;  a  fecond,  with  a  fupplemcnt  of  one- 
third  more,  was  immediately  prepiivcd  ;  a  Gcrmaa 
tranflation  was  printed  j   yet  after  all  thcfb  editions, 
and  all   this  applaufe,  this  .wonder- working  pam- 
phlet brought  the  writer  in  debt   to  the  publifher 
29/.  1 2s.  id.  if  his  own  ftatcment  may  be  believed  ^4 
In  fupport  of  this  famous  work,  he  wrote,  in  anfwer 
to  the  animadverfions  of  Cato,  fome  letters  in  the-  -, 
Pcnnfylvania  Journal,  under  the  title  of  a  l^orrefitr^ 
which  were  more  fucccfsful,  from  the  dilpofition  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  were  addrefled,  than  tlie  fober 
reflexions  of  the  fcholar,  who  taught  only  the  un- 
palatable doftrine  of  obedience.     Nor  did  a  more 
partial  reception  await   a  pamphlet   intitled    Plain 
Truthy  which,  as  it  was  haftily  written,  -was  inatten- 
tively read,  and  little  heard  amidft  the  ravings  of 
anarchy. 

In  the  unfuccefsful  campaign  of  1776,  he  joined  Join»tb*, 
the  American  army,  and  attended  them  in  their  re*  *'"^^* 
treat  from  Hudfon's  river  to  the  Delaware.'    While 
every  thing   around   wore   the   moft   difcouraginff 
afpeft,  he  did  not  defpair.     The  congrefs  fled :  all 
ivere  difmayed  :  yet  Pain  thanked  God  that  he  did 

k  Sec  Pain's  Declaration  in  Almon's  Remembrancer,  17S0,  pan  I. 
p.  495.— O.  • 
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not  fear.  .  "  He  knew  well  their  (kuatkn^  smd  &w 
•"  his  way  out  of  it.**  He  endeavoured,  with  no  in- 
confiderable  fuccefs,  to  make  others  fee  with  his 
eyes,  to  infpire  others  with  his  confidence.  It  was 
with  this  defign  that  he  publiftied  in  the  Pennfyl- 
-vrania  Journal,  the  Crisis,  wherein  he  ftates  every 
topic  of  hope,  and  examines  every  motive  of  appre- 
henfion.  This  eflay  he  continued  to  publifh  peri- 
odically, during  the  continuance  of  hbftilities,  as 
often  as  the  neceffity  of  affairs  required  that  he 
Ihould  conceal  truth,  or  propagate  falfehood  ;  that 
he  fliould  exhilarate  defpondency,  or  reprefs  hope'. 
The  European  concerns  of  congrefs  were  at  firft 
managed  by  a  commitfee  for  fecret  correfpondencej 
which  was  afterwards  converted  into  a  committee  for 
foreign  affairs y  to  which  Pain  was  appointed  feq-et- 
ary.  AH  foreign  letters,  after  this  appointment, 
remained  in  his  office  ;  and  his  duty  required  him 
in  future  to  refide  with  congrefs.  He  foon  however 
embarked  in  a  conteft  with  Silas  Deane,  in  which  he 
involved  Robert  Morris,  the  celebrated  financier  of 
the  American  ftates  ;  and  perfidioufly,  and  without 
regard  to  official  decorum,  retailed  through  the 
newfpapers  what  he  confidentially  knew  from  the 
foreign  correfpondence.  Of  this  mifconduft  the 
miniuer  of  Fr^ce  complained  to  the  congrefs. 
Pain  was  ordered  to  attend.  Being  afked  by  Jay, 
the  prefident,  if  he  were  the  author  of  the  publica- 
tions on  Mr.  Deane" s  affairs?  and  anfwering,  T>/j 
he  was  direfted  to  withdraw.  On  the  fubfequent 
day  he  applied  for  an  explanatory  hearing,  which 
was  refiifed  ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  in  his  re- 
fignation.  He  did  not  quietly  ifuftbr  this  difgrace, 
but  wrote,  though  without  fuccefs,  to  excite  the 
people  of  America  againft  the  congrefs.  The 
French  minifter,  Gerard,  attempted  to  gain  him 

1  The  Crifis,  N»  XIII.  was  publiflied  at  Philadelphia  on  the  19th 
of  April  1783,  the  fame  day  that  a  cefTation  of  hofHlities  was  pro* 
claimed.    This  was  the  lak.    Aim.  Kem.  178^,  part  II.  p.  105.-0. 

over. 
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ever,  hoping  to  extraft  from  him  fome  fccrets  of 
more,  importance  than  he  had  before  wanto^ly  dif-  * 

dofed;  and  while  he  complained  to  the  congrels 
publicly,  intrigued  ^vith  Pain  privately.     They  had 
ieveral  meetings,   the  objeft  of  which  was  Jilence 
about  Deam  ;   Gerard  made  him  a  germed  and  pro^^^ 
fitahle  offer^   but   Pain  was   pledged    to  profecaj^P 
Deane ;   and  he  was  determined   that  pen/ton  aS^ 
Pain  fliould  never  be  feen  together  in  the  fame  pa- 
ragraph*    Thefe  intrigues  were  renewed,  and  con- 
tinued for   fome  time:   Pain   perfifted  in  writing 
againft  Deane,  till  the  Americans  grew  tired  of  the 
conteft "'. 

To 

»  See  tliofc  intrigue*  detailed  by  Pain  himfclf,  Vviih  little  prutlericc 
ami  no  forecaft,  in  Aim.  Rem.  1780,  part  I.  p.«94..*i97.     The  fol- 
lowiHGT  public  papers  will  fupply  what  is  ^efcftive  in  Pain*s  detail : 
*•  Sjr,  Philadelphia,  Jan.  n.  i779« 

•'  It  is  with  real  fatIsfa6lion  that  I  execute  the  order  oF  Congiefs 
**  for  tranfmitting  to  you  the  inclofed  copy  of  an  z&.  of  the  iiih 
••  inftanr,  on  a  fubjc6>  rendered  innportant  by  affcfting  the  dignity  of 
**  congrefsy  the  honour  of  their  great  ally,  and  the  interell  of  both 
*'  nalioDt. 

'•  The  explicit  dif.jvpwal  and  high  difapprobation  of  congrcfs  re- 
*'  lative  to  the  publications  referred  to  in  this  afl,  will,  I  flutter  ovy- 
"  Iclf,  be  no  lefs  fatisfaftory  to  his  moft  chiiliian  niajctty,  than 
"  pleafing  to  the  people  of  thefe  ftates.  Nor  have  I  the  lead  doubt 
"  hot  that  every  attempt  to  injui-c  the  reputation  of  either,  or  impair 
"  their  mutual  confidence,  will  meet  with  the  indignation  and  refent- 
*'  mcnt  of  bo'ib.         I  have  the  honour,  3:c«. 

"  John  Jay. 

"  To  theiion.  the  Sieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France/' 

•*  In  Congrefs,  January  11,  1779. 
•*  Congrefs  refumed  the-  confideration  of  the  publications  in  th« 
'•  PennfyKrwa  packet  of  the  ad  and  5th  inftant,  under  the  title  of 
"  *  Common  S^ivfc*  to  the  public,  on  Mr.  Deane's  affair,  of  which 
"  Mr.  Thomas  Pain,  fccretary  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs, 
"  has  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  the  author  j  anid  alfothe  memorials 
"  of  the  minirter  plenipotentiary  of  France  of  the  sth  and  loth  inftant, 
"  refpe^ing  the  faid  publications;  whereupon.  Refilled  unanimwfiy^ 
**  That  in  anfwer  to  the  memorials  of  the  Hon.  Sieur  Gerard,  mini- 
"  fter  plenipotentiary  «of  his  moft  chriftian  majedy,  of  the-fth  and 
"  10th  inltant,  the  prefident  be  dire^ed  to  affnre  the  faid  minifter, 
'*  that  congrefs  do  fully,  slnd  in  the  cleared  and  moft  explicit  man- 
**  ner,  difatrow  the  publications  referred  to  in  the  faid  memorials  § 
**  and  as  they  are  ponvinced  by  indlfputable  evidence  that  the  fupplies 
•*  lAipped  to  the  Arophiuue,  Seine,  and  Mercury,  were  not  a  pre- 
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pain  mtcfe      To  coHipenfatc  for  the  lofs  of  political  honcurt, 
roafter  of    p^jj^  j^^^  received  thofe  of  the  academy.     The  uni- 
•  '  verfity  of  Pennfylvania,  after  the  tumult  of  the  times 

had  driven  his  old  antagonift  the  prefident  away, 
1780.      conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  majier  of  arts.    He 
.^^as  chofen  a  member  of  the  American  Philofophical 
'!j|»ciety,  and  clerk  of  the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania. 
March.  '   On  the  ftagnation  of  the  congrefs  paper  credit,  he 
publiihed  a  Crifis  extraordinary ;  but  eloquence  like 
his,  though  it  might  be  acceptable  at  the  moment  of 
incipient  innovation,  and  ufeful  in  exciting  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  turbulent,  and  the  clamours  of  the 
difaftctled,  was  of  no  avail  againft  the  impreflions  of 
inftant  calamity  and  approaching  ruin.     He  cheered 
the  Americans  from  time  to  time  with  another  crijiSj 
till  his  cri/is  becoming  common,  was  no  longer  a 
crifis ;    and  was   therefore   read  without  attentioiij 
and  throwti  away  without  efficacy. 


"  fent,  and  that  his  moftchrlftian  majcfty,  the  great  and  generous 
**  ally  of  thefe  United  States,  did  not  preface  his  alliance  ^iih  any 
**  fifpplies  -whatever  ient  to  America,  fo  they  have  not  authorifed  the 
••  writer  of  the  faid  publications  to  make  any  (iich  alTeniont  as  arc. 
<*  contained  therein  }  but  on  the  contiary,  do  highly  difapproveof  tbtf 
««  fame." 

To  which  Mr.  Gerard  returned  the  following  anfwer : 
*•  Sir,  .  Philadelphia,  Jan.  14,  1779. 

*«  I  have  received  the  letter  with  which  you  honoured  me  on  the  tjih 
•*  inft'^nt,  inclollng  me  the  rcfolve  of  congrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  re- 
•<  prefcniatiohs  I  had  the  honour  to  makfe  them  on  the  5ih  and  10th. 

«•  I  intrcat  you  to  icceive  and  to  exprefs  to  congrefs,  the  great  fen- 
••  fibility  with  which  I  felt  their  frank,  noble,  and  categorical  nrin- 
^'  ner  of  deiiruying  ihofe  falfe  and  datigerous  iniinuations  which 
*<  might  miilcad  ignorant  people,  and  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the 
•*  conunon  enemy, 

"  To  the  king,  my  matter,  fir,  no  prooft  are  n^ceflary  to  the 
<<  foundation  of  a  confidf^nce  in  the  firm  and  conftant  adherence  of 
*<  congrefs  to  the  principles  of  the  alliance ;  but  his  majefty  will  always 
**  behold  with  pleafuic  the  meafures  which  congrefs  may  take  to  pre- 
•*  fcrve  inviolate  its  reputation  5  and  it  is  from  the  fame  confideration,* 
**  I  flatter  myfelf,  he  will  find  my  rcprefentaiions  on  ilic  yth  Decemtwr 
**  ef|u:illy  worth  bis  confideration.         I  am,  &c. 

"  Geraup* 

«*  Publifhed  by  order  of  congrefs,     Charles  Thomson,  Sec." 

At 
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At  length  a  confcioufnefs  of  infignificande,  or  a^7«o. 
defire  of  change,  induced  Pain  vy  accompany  theprrnVe? 
younger   Laurens   to   France.      While  he  was   at 
L'Onent,  pi^paring  to  return  to  America,  the  AnnaMayi;?!. 
Terefa  packet-boat  for  New  York  was  .carried  into 
France  by  the  Madame,  French  privateer.     This 
event  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  perufing  the  mi- 
nifter's  difpatches,  which  Laurens  carried  to  con- 
grefs  when  they  both  returned   to  Philadelphia". 
He  pretends  that  at^this  period  he  projefted  a  fecret^^^P^-'T^i. 
trip  to  London,  in  order  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  conn-  AmcHcV*^ 
iry  with  refpe6l  to  the  madnefs  and  Jlupidity  of  its 
government"*.     It  is  of  little  confequence  to  diicufs 
the  merits  of  an  unexecuted  projeft ;  but  in  this 
affertion  there  is  fuch  a  mixture  of  abfurdity  and 
impudence,   that  it  claims  fome  notice.      Pam,  it 
feems  by  bis  own  account,  had  formed  to  hi nf elf  a 
defign  of  coming  over  to  England  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1780.      He  communicated   it  to  general 
Greene,  who  at  firft  vehemently  approved  it ;  but 
the  affair  of  Arnold  and  Andre  happening  foon 
after,  the  general  became  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of 
the  profound  politician,  and  diffuaded  him  from  ex- 
ecuting his  fcheme.      In  truth,   if  he  had  really 
formed  fuch  a  fcheme,  the  general  fliewed  more 
wifdom  than  belonged  to  the  mafter  of  arts.     The 
liiccefs  of  his  plan  depended  only  on  his  getting  over. 
to  England  without  being  known^  and  only  remaining 
in  fafety  till  he  could  get  out  a  publication.     The  man 
Vho  could  form  fuch  a  projeft  has  little  right  to 
exult  over  the  ftupidity  of  others !     But  after  all, 
??hat  need  was  there  to  rifk  a  life  fo  precious  by 

■  Rights,  part  li.  p.  95.  He  there  gives  an  account  of  that  whole 
adventure,  but  with  fome  circumftances  which  create  dilhuft.  The 
fad  is,  that  the  original  diQ^atches,  which  weie  dateif  the  7th  of 
March  1781,  were  publifhcd  in  the  Apofterdam  Ga^rtte  of  the  nth  of 

{one  1781,  and  were  afterwards  lepuhliihed  in  the  Englifii  Regifters* 
'et  he'pretendsj  with  his  ufual  (cif-Aifficiency,  to  have  Teen  in  thoi« 
original  difpatches  the  ftupidity  of  the  Kngliib  cabinet  far  more  than  ht 
otherwifis  could  have  done.-«0. 
^  Sec  Rig;ht9,  ubi  fupre* 

u  3  coming 
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coming  to   England  ?     All  his  publications  came 
through  the  prefles  of  London,  without  his  perfonal 
affiftance,  and  without  contributing  very  much  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  eouniry.     His  venom  would  have 
been  as  effeftually  circulated  from  America  or  from 
France  then,  as  it  is  now.   • 
T78».         Before  the  American   revolution  was  really  at- 
ll^teMo*    chieved,  the  abbe  Raynal  haftened  to  give  his  hif- 
K^ynal.     tory  of  it  %     This  publication  was  difpleafmg  to  the 
Americans  in  general,  and  oflfenfive  to  Pain  in  par- 
ticular,  as  the  abbe  had,  on  felfe  pretences,  ob- 
tained Pain's   metaphyfics,  and  fold   them   as  his 
own ;  thus  borrowing  his  morals  with  his  tnaxims. 
He  poured  forth  his  indignation  on  this  fubjeft  in 
feventy-fix  oftavo  pages  of  intemperate  criticifin; 
and  violently  reclaimed  his'  property,  afcertaining  it 
by  the  mod  indubitable  marks,     Tne  pamphlet  has 
all  the  charadteriftics  of  its  author's  other  produc- 
tions :  the  fame  violence,  the  fame  boldnefs  of  af- 
iumption  and  ralhnefs  of  conclufion,  the  fame  indif- 
ference to  propriety,  and  the  fame  contempt  of  all 
laws,  thofe  of  gr?immar  not  excepted, 
a^th  oa.       Pain  had  fcarcely  difpatched  his  letter  to  the  abb^ 
Write*  his  Raynal,  when  he  wrote  an  epjiftle  to  the  earl  of  Shcl- 
Lctter  to    burne.     The  noble  earl  had  faid  in  parliament,  it 
fihd^urne^  feems,  in  a  tone  which  ftill  vibrates  in  the  ears  of 
'  Engliftimen,  that  when  Great  Britain  jhalt  acknow- 
ledge American  independence^   the  fun  of  Britairls 
^lory  is  fet  fur  ^er.     Pain  reafons  and  laughs  with 
the  parliamentary  prophet,   through  a  little  pam- 
phlet of  twenty-eight  pages. 
19th  April.      On  the  day  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  was  pro- 
bifiait"   claimed.  Pain  publiflied  his  laft  Crifis,  which  was 
Cririi.       afterwards    reprinted    under    the    title    of   Pair^t 
Thoughts  on  the  Peace.     He  concluded  this  valedic- 
tory oration  in  the  following  words :  iVW,  genile'> 
men^  you  are  independent-^t  down  and  be  bappj^ 

f  It  was  publifhed  at  London  in  December  t^Si.^-O, 

But 
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But  the  country  was  far  from  being  happy;  nor 
was  the  magic  of  words  fufBcient  to  compenfate  for 
phyfical  wants  and  focial  privations.  Pain,  who  was  no 
longer  of  life,  fuffered  all  the  miferies  of  dependent 
penury.     He  was  employed  for  feveral  years  in  fo- 
liciting  the  American  aflemblies  to  grant  him  fome, 
reward  for  his  labours.     New  York  conferred  on    .'7<3» 
him  feme  forfeited  lands  at  New  Rochelle,  which,  J^^du 
as  they  were  neither  tenanted  nor  cultivated,  brought 
him   no  annual  income.      Pennfylvania  gave  him 
five  hundred  pounds,  which,  in  fpite  of  his  proteft- 
ations,  was  a  mode  of  uniting  penfton  and  Pain  in 
the  fame  paragraph  ^. 

Having  flayed  in  America  long  enough  to  fee  tlie    '7'^* 
people  awaking  to  order  and  law ;  to  find  himfelf  ^*,^crfct. 
no  longer  looked  upoii  as  a  fafe  direftor  or  wife 
politician,  but  configned  with  the  moft  contempt- 
uous indifference  to  oblivion ;  he  quitted  the  United 
States,  leaving  the  American  citizens  to  build  up 
as  they  could  the  feveral  fabrics  he  had  fo  power- 
fully contributed  to  overturn ;  and  a  young  woman 
at  New  York,  of  a  reputable  family,  to  deplore  the 
effefts  of  a  profligacy  that  will  probably  prevent  his 
return  to  his  beloved  America.     He  arrived  in  Paris,     '787-. 
with  no  other  introdudion  than  his  literary  fame,  padJ^^*  *** 
and  the  model  of  a  bridge  he  had  projefted,  which 
he  exhibited  to  the  French  academy.     That  body, 
with  their  ufual  politenefs  and  indifference,  thanked 
him  for  the  fight,  but  did  not  honour  him  with  any 
further  notice. 

hi  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year  he  returned  to  Retumi  to 
England,  and  took  up  his  refidence  at  the  White  ^"S^*"**' 
Bear,  Piccadilly.     He  did  not  make  a  long  abode  in  3d  Sept. 

^  In  the  Maryland  Journal,  dated  the  31ft  of  December  1784,  there 
IS  the  following  article*.  **  On  the  6th  inllant,  his  excqilency  John 
•*  Dickenfon,  prefident  of  t|jc  State  of  Pennfylvania,  fcnt  a  mellage  to 
"  thcaflembly  refpefting  Mr.  Thomas  Pain,  the  author  of  Common 
"  Senfe  and  other  political  pieces^  ftrongly  rccomnfiending  to  their 
**  potic?  his  fcf vices  and  fiiuaiion." — O. 

V  4  London, 
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London,  but  went  to  Thetford  to  vifit  his  mother, 
to  whom  -he  had  previoufly  remitted  the  twenty 
pounds  advanced  on  his  bond,  as  mentioned  in  her 
letter  to  his  wife.  He  now  promifed  her  an  allow- 
ance of  nine  (hillings  a-week,  to  be  paid  by  one 
Whitefide,  an  American  merchant ;  but  owing  to 
the  conf|>iion  in  that  trader's  affairs,  or  to  forae 
other  caufe,  this  allowance  was  foon  ftopt.  Before 
the  end  of  the  year,  he  returned  to  London,  and 
Publiflifi.  publiflied  his  Prcfpccls  on  the  Rubicon  ;  or^  an  Invcjlu 
gat  ion  into  the  caiifes  and  confequenccs  of  the  politics  to 
be  agitated  at  the  meeting  of  parliament.  This  is  an 
oftavo  tra£l  of  fixty-cight  pages,  and  difcuffes  a 
great  multiplicity  of  topics,  particularly  the  affairs  of 
Holland :  but  it  is  now  no  longer  remembered. 
T788.  Pain  now  employed  himfelf  with  great  affiduity 

bnigc.  *^**  ^^  building  his  bridge.  For  this  end,  he  made  a 
journey  to  Rotheram  in  Yorkfliire,  in  order  to  fu- 
perintend  the  cafting  of  the  iron  by  Mr.  Walker. 
While  thus  occupied  at  Rotheram,  his  French  fa- 
miliarity is  faid  not  to  have  much  pleafed  the  Eng- 
lifh  ladies ;  and  their  difpleafure  induced  Mr.  Walker 
to  turn  Pain  out  of  his  houfe.  The  bridge,  how- 
ever, was  at  length  erefted  in  a  clofe  at  Leafing? 
Green  ;  being  an  arch  conftrufted  of  iron,  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet  in  the  fpan,  five  feet  from  the 
fpring,  and  twenty,  two  feet  in  breadth.  It  was 
erefted  chiefly  at  the  charge  of  Mr.  Walker ;  but 
the  projeft  had  coft  the  projector  a  large  fum,  which 
was  moflly  furniflied  by  Mr.Whitefide.  The  bridge 
was  fhewn  for  fome  time  at  the  Yorkfhire  Stingo, 
for  a  fliilling  \  As  this  was  not  the  firfl:  iron 
bridge  which  was  known  to  the  Englilh,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  difcover  why  the  projedor,  who  had  a  model, 

»■  P.ii^N  bridge  was  taken  to  pieces  in  0£>ober  1791,  in  order  that 
other  cre<^Vions  nvp,ht  be  buiit  in  iis  place,  arid  that- the  rent  of  the 
c\oU  in  which  it  rtood  might  be  paid  :  the  timber  of  it  was  fold  to  ibt 
»itrighbouiing  buildeiSjand  the  wailirgs  of  iion  were fcnt  to  Yorkflurti 
v^hcucc  ihey  came.  — O, 
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fliould  incur  fo  great  an  expence,  merely  to  make  a 
ftow. 

Whitefide  having  become  a  bankrupt,   and  his  I«aiTefted. 
aflignees  finding   fix  hundr(!d  and   twenty  pounds 
charged  againfl:   Pain,  they  fued  out  a  writ  againft 
him :  he  v/a^  arrefted  at  the  White  Bear,  and  car-  ^o^h  oa, 
ried    to  Armftrong*s    lock-up    houfe     in    Carey-     '7*^* 
flrcet.     Here  he  lay  for  three  weeks,  at  the  end 
of  which  he  was  bailed  by  fome  American   mer- 
chants ;   and    at  length  compromifed  the  bufinefs, 
by  paying  four  hundred   and   fixty  pounds  which 
had   been   remitted   to   him   from    America,    and 
giving  his  own  note  for  one   hundred  and  fixty 
more. 

At  this  period,   the  French   revolution  had  af-  Goes  to 
fumed  that  charafter  of  horror  which  rendered  it  ^**»'-<^«« 
too  interefting  to  Pain  for  him  to  endure  a  longer 
abfence.     The  capture  of  the  Baftille,  the  maffacres 
of  the  fummer,  and.  the  imprifonment  of  the  king 
on  the  6th  of  Oftober,  were  evidences  of  a  revolu- 
tionary  fpirit,  which  promifed  to  a  mind  like  his 
the  fulled  enjoyment.     He  accordingly  repaired  to 
Paris.     But  the  revolution  of  France  was  not  like 
that  of  America ;    his  flownefs  of  conception,  and 
difficulty  of  argumentation,  were  ill  calculated  to 
advance  hi§  reputation  among  the  rapid  thinkers, 
and  fluent  fpeakers  and  writers  who  illuminated  the 
public   mind   at  Paris.      He   could   only   wait   in 
gloomy  patience  till  fome  aftive  apoftle  of  fedition 
in  England  fhould,   by  an  application  of  French 
doftrines  to  this  country,  ered  a*  ftandard  under 
which  he  might  range  himfelf,  and  by  fome  defpe- 
rate  exertion  refcue  his   name  from  that  oblivion 
into  which  it  was  rapidly  finking.     Nor  was  an  op- 
portunity of  this  kind  long  wanting :   Dr.  Price's  Public- 
extraordinary  fermon  had  excited  the  deteftation  of  rJJ^^^^,^ 
every  well-difpofed  man    in   England :    that  fuch  Reflec- 
doSrines  fhould  be  fo  promulgated,  if  not  abfolutely  ^•^'»«» 
fi  novelty,  was  neverthelefs  a  perverfion  of  the  cha- 
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rafter  of  a  preacher,  fo  abominable,  and  fo  flagrant, 
as  to  demand  a  public  and  feverc  reprehenfion.  It 
.  I790-  was  generally  known  that  Burke  ha^d  undertaken 
the  tafk,  and  expeftation  was  {trained  to  the  moft 
interefting  degree  of  anxiety,  for  the  publicadon 
of  the  fentiments  of  that  great  politician  on  fo 
important  a  topic.  Such  a  work  as  he  produced 
would  have  been  difhonoured  by  a  fmaller  fliare  of 
expeftation,  and  an  expeftation  fo  vaft  could  only  be 
gratified  by  the  work  which  had  excited  it.  Lan- 
•  guage  lefs  powerful  than  that  of  the  mafter  of  the 
fublime  himfelf,  would  be  inadequate  duly  to  praife 
the  "  Relledtions  on  the  Revolution  ;'*  its  merit  can 
only  be  appreciated  by  the  neverniying  rancour  it 
excited  in  the  minds  of  his  opponents,  a  rancour 
which  age,  affliflion,  ficknefs,  and  even  death  itfelf 
could  not  afluage. 
F»Hi  ft-  Pain  was  fo  delighted  with  the  profpeft  of  obtain- 
^B^r*  ^^S  public  notice  by  being  known  as  the  antagonift 
of  Burke,  <hat,  as  he  himfelf  informs  us,  **  as 
*'  foon  as  he  faw  the  advertifement  of  the  pamphlet 
"  he  intended  to  publifli,  he  promifed  fome  of  the 
**  friends  of  the  revolution  in  France,  that  when^ 
**  ever  Mr.  Burke's  pamphlet  came  forth  he  would 
<•  anfwer  it '."  The  rapid  diffemination  of  Burke's 
book,  without  any  reduftion  of  its  price,  without 
any  recommendation  but  its  own  merit,  without 
any  patronage  but  the  public  curiofity,  produced  a 
numerous,  though  not  very  formidable  tribe  of.  an^ 
fwcrers.  Every  weapon  of  aflault  was  tried,  from 
the  moft  ponderous  argumentation,  to  the  moil 
frivolous  raillery ;  but  in  vain :  thefe  produflions 
have  pafled  from  the  (helf  of  the  bookfeller  to  the 
ihop  of  the  trunk-maker,  without  animadverfion 
from  the  illuftrious  author  ag^inft  whofe  fame  they 
were  direfted,  while  his  book  continues  to  be  read, 
praifed,  and  quoted  by  every  man  of  true  genius, 

•  P*tfacc  to  the  Rights  of  Man,  part  I. 
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every  man  who  is  capable  of  admiring  the  vaft  efForts 
of  a  vigorous  mind,  which,  by  an  accurate  invefti- 
gation  of  caufes,  delineated  their  certain  confe- 
quences  wtth  all  the  force  of  prophecy.  To  pre-  Comes  to 
pare  himfelf  for  this  important  aflault,  Pain  came  to  ^"S^**^* 
England,  and  in  a  few  months  his  publication  faw 
the  light.  It  was  fubmitted  to  the  revifal  of  Mr, 
Brand  Hollis,  and  a  committee  of  democrats,  by 
whom,  after  fome  ftruggles  between  the  defires  of  the 
author  and  the  wiflies  of  his  patrons,  it  was  fitted 
for  the  prefs.  It  was  firft  printed  for  Johnfon  in  St. 
Paul's  church-yard,  but  he  declined  felling  it.  This 
unexpefted  refufal  caufed  a  month's  delay.  A  few 
copies  were,  however,  fmuggled  into  private  hands, 
and  many  artifices  were  ufed  to  excite  and  keep  up  a 
fpirit  of  curiofity  which  might  be  beneficial  to  its 
objeft. 

At  length  this  mutilated  brat  was  delivered  to  the  nth'Mar* 
public  by  Jordan  of  Fleet-ftreet  \     To  the  parent  „  H?^' 
this  was   a  moment   ot  pecuhar  anxiety:   belides  the  Rights 
his  cares  for  his  child,  he  feared  or  pretended  to  «f  Man, 
fear  that  the  audacity  of  his  attack  might  endanger  ^'^^* 
his  perfonal  fafety.    He  found  fhelter  in  the  houfe  of 
his  friend  Mr.  Hollis,  and  caufed  it  to  be  generally 
rumoured  that  he  was  returned  to  France.      But  all 
thefe  artifices  did  not  fucceed  in  raifing  the  pam- 
phlet  to  that  degree  of  notice  which  would  produce 
all  the  evil  confequences  the  author  intended.  .  There 
were  numbers,  no  doubt,  who  praifed  it,  becaufe 
they  wifhed  its  tenets  triumphant  j   there  are  fom^ 
who  rejoice  to  fee  real  learning  defied  by  grofe  illU 
terature ;   and  the  Conftitutional  Society,  as  it  was 
called,  ftrenuoufly  recommended  this  traft  to  the  per- 
ufaf  of  the  people.     But  the  officers  of  government 

'  The  caftrating  hand  of  Mr,  Jordan  appears  in  the  title-page  5  he 
there  makes  Thonlas  Paine  a  ftcretary  fir  foreign  afairs  to  congreif^  in- 
ftcad  of  thi  fecretary  to  «  eommitte*  of  cwgrcft  tor  foreign  alfairs.  The  clerk 
of  the  houle  of  commons,  and  the  clerk  of  a  committee  of  that  boufe^ 
»e  QQite  diftinA  officers.—O. 
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overlooked  the  pamphlet  and  its   applaudcrs  with 
the  moft  moriifjing  contempt. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  review  this  publication, 
on  which  the  fenfe  of  the  thinking  part  of  the 
community  is  decidedly  pronounced.  Burke  left 
it  to  find  its  way  to  notice  or  oblivion  without  his 
recommendation  or  reprehenfion ;  he  would  not 
defcend  from  the  dignity  of  his  political  eminence 
to  engage  perfonally  in  a  conteft,  which  would  have 
been  as  degrading  to  him,  as  it  would  for  Achilles 
to  have  entered  the  hlls  again  It  Therfites.  In 
numerous  crirical  publ.c;uion.>  the  faults  of  ftyle 
and  reafoning  are  expofcd,  but  in  none  better  than 
the  work  to  which  I  am  fo  much  indebted  for  inform- 
ation. In  that  publicatioathere  is  a  copious  analyfis 
of  "  The  Rights  of  Man,*'  under  the  different  heads 
of  ''  Bad  Grammar,  Barbarifm,  Solecifm,  Irapro- 
**  priety,  and  Nonfenfe,"  and  to  that  I  refer  my 
readers".  But  the  character  of  the  man,  as  an 
individual,  would  be  unfairly  concealed  by  his  exeN 
lions  as  an  author,  were  I  to  omit  the  following 
inftance  of  literary  difhonefty,  which  I  {hall  give 
without  a  comment,  in  the  very  words  of  the  au- 
thor who  firft  detefted  it  \  He  quotes  the  follow- 
ing fentence  of  Burke :  "  The  circumftances  are 
*'  what  render  every  civil  and  political  fcheme 
♦^  beneficial  or  noxious  to  niankind.  Abftractedly 
^'  fpeaking,  government,  as  well  as  Hberty,  is  good ; 
♦*  yet  could  I,  in  common  fenfe,  ten  years  ago,  have 
*'  felicitated  France  on  her  enjoyment  of  a  govem- 
^^  ment,  (for  Ihe  then  had  a  government,)  without 
♦'  inquiry  what  the  nature  of  that  government  was, 
**  or  how  it  vfas  adminiftered  ?"  On  this  paffage 
he  has  a  note  in  thefe  words : 

"  I  will  not  put  it  in  the  text,  but  I  earneftly  beg 
"  the  attention  of  whoever  r^ads  this  pamphlet,  to 
♦'  what  follows  in  this  note/* 

,  »  Life  of  Thomas  Pain,  loth  edition,  p.  6^  to  79. 

»  Piofcftbi  Wildtr  of  Edinburgh.     See  hit  excellent  Addreft  to  thi 
^tety  oi  ♦*  Fncnds  of  U»e  People,**  p.  C^, 
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On  the  23d  page  of  the  Firjl  Part  of  ^'  Rights 
^'  of  Man,'*  Mr.  Pain  writes  thus : 

**  But  Mr.  Burke  appears  to  have  no  idea  of 
*'  principles  when  he  is  contemplating  governments^ 
**  Ten  years  ago  (fays  he)  /  eould  have  felicitated 
"  Trance  on  her  having  a  government^  ivithoiit  inquire 
**  ing  what  the  nature  of  that  government  vuas^  or  how 
**  //  was  adminiflered.  Is  this  the  language  of  a 
**  rational  man  ?  On  this  ground  IMr.  Burke  mufl 
"  compliment  every  government  in  the  world, 
"  while  tlie  viftims  v/lio  fuiTer  under  them,  whether 
*/  fold  into  Haven',  or  tortured  out  of  cxiftcncei 
"  are  wholly  forgotten.  It  is  power  and  not  prin- 
"  ciples,  that  Mr.  Burke  venerates ;  and  under  this 
"  abominable  depravity,  he  is  difquallfied  to  judge 
^  between  them. 

"  I  have  looked  into  fcveral  editions  of  Pain,  and 
"  this  paragraph  Hands  the  fiune  in  all  of  them. 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  where  elfe 
**  in  the  world  to  be  found  an  inftance  of  fucli 
**  fiiamelefs  falfification.  Good-breeding  is  due  to 
"  the  public,  and  I  would  not  wifii  to  be  deficient 
"  in  this  lefpeft.  Yet  there  are  certain  things 
"  which  can  only  be  called  by  certain  names.  Mr» 
**  Pain  has  recorded  himfelf  as  long  as  his  book 
"  lafls,  to  be  a  deliberate  liar. 

"  An  ufeful  lelfon,  however,  arifes  from  this ; 
"  and  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  fhortly  to  enforce  it. 

**  I  do  nbt  know  that  this  forgery,  impudently 
"  glaring  as  it  is,  has  been  hitherto  detefted  by  an); 
**  perfon.  By  thofe  who  did  not  much  attend  to 
**  Mr.  Pain,  this  might  not  be  much  attended'  tq 
^  either.  But  with  Mr.'  Pain's  difciples  (who 
**  either  do  not  read,  or  read  without  underftand- 
"  ing  it,  Mr.  Burke's  book)  it  would  obtain 
^*  thorough  credit,  that  Mr.  Burk«  thought  any 
**  form  or  mode  of  government  whatever  good ; 
•*  and  this  wilful  falfehood  commented  upon  by 
*^  their  mafter,  would  be  of  more  ufe  to  his  fyftcni 
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than  a  thoufand  argnments.     Once  beKtved,  i! 
took  from  Mr.  Burke*s  authority  every  fort  of 
poflible  eftimatibn.     What   was  it  that  he  de- 
fended the  conftitution  of  England,  who  would 
defend   any  government  under   the  fun?  With 
utility  fo  great  and  manifeft.  Pain  would  care  but 
little   (and  it  might  not  even  happen)  for  after 
detedion.     That  deteftion  would  not  again  reft 
on  the  undermined  authority,  in  whofe  place  he 
had  now  fixed  his  own  opinions.     And  as  to  any 
fhame,   he,  and  thofe   like  him,  had  but   little 
acquaintance  with  that  fenfation. 
*'  It  is  therefore  a  leflbn  moft  neceflary  to  be  at- 
tended to,  (and  which  the  deteftion  of  this  forgery 
demonftrates,)  that,  where  falfehoods  can  be  of 
ufe,  neither  their  utter  improbability,  nor  their 
almoft  certainty  of  being  difcovered,  will  prevent 
wicked  and  daring  men  from  employing  them* 
In  a  time  accordingly,  like  the  prefent,  he  who, 
uninformed  himfelf,  grounds  his  approbation  or 
difapprobation  of  any   proceedings  or   opiifions 
upon  the  information  of  mei:i  of  dubious  cha- 
raders,  who  are  interefted  to  miflead,  who  con- 
teal  their  names,  or  who  do  not  give  (or  are  not 
ready  to  give)  their  authorities,  commits  a  very 
**  great  evil.     He  encourages  the  propagation  of 
**  3Falfehood  for  the  purpofes  of  wickednefs.     Nor 
**  after  fuch  an  es^pofure  as  I  have  juft  now  made, 
*'  can  any  perfon  juftify  himfelf  by  the  common 
**  faith  that  is  due  to  the  common  run  of  men.    At 
leaft,  on  the  part  of  Pain,  there  can  be  no  queftion 
**  that   he   who  •  is  deceived  has   himfelf  Only  to 
•*  blame.     It  is  a  ftrangc  thing  belief,  after  recorded 
«  falfehood/* 

The  reviews  of  criticifm,  however,  did  not  pre- 
vent Pain  from  receiving  the  applaufe  of  party, 
fince  he  promoted  the  interefts  of  faftion.  Nay^ 
philology  came  in  the  perfon  of  Home  Tooke,  who 
found  out  his  retreat,  after  fo'me  inquiry,  to  mingk 
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her  cordial  congratulations  with  the  thanks  of 
greater  powers.  Tou  are^  he  faid,  like  Jove  coming 
down  upon  us  in  ajhower  of  gold.'  Pain  was  highly- 
gratified  by  fuch  attentions  ;  yet  he  was  not  happy  ; 
he  plainly  wifhed  for  fomething  that  was  ftudioully 
withheld.  Like  Rouffeau,  he  longed  for  profecu- 
tion.  While  fluttering  on  the  wing  for  Paris,  he 
hovered  about  Lqndon  a  whole  week,  waiting 
to  be  taken,  not  by  the  eatchpoles  of  creditors, 
but  by  the  runners  of  Bow-ftreet.  Yet .  the 
meflengers  of  the  prefs  would  not  meddle  with 
cither  his  perfon  or  his  pamphlet.  Upon  what  mo- 
tives government  aded  cannot  be  afcertained. 
Whether  the  minifters  trufted  to  the  good  fenfe  of 
England,  which  generally  gaiais  the  afcendancy,  or 
were  not  willing  prematurely  to  engage  in  vindic- 
tive profecutions,  is  left  entirely  to  conjedure. 

At  length.  Pain  departed  for  Paris.     He  there  Mayiy^r, 
formed  a  connexion  with  Condorcet,  Briflbt,  and  ^°?  *** 
a  few  others  of  that  ft^mp,  who,  difiatisfied  with  the    ^'^'*' 
exifting  government,  and  defpairing  of  pre-eminence 
even  fliould  the  views  of  Orleans  fucceed,  began  to 
broach  doftrines  of  republicanifm.      The  flight  of  ^"^^i-^ 
the  king  gave  an  opportunity  of  detailing  this  doc-  ^^n"^'*' 
trine,  which  was  not  popular,  or  its  difciples  nu- 
merous.    Pain  and  his   two  affociates  engaged  in 
the  paper  .called  Le  Republicain^  notvyithftanding  his 
ignorance  of  the  French  language,  which  was  reme- 
died by  the  kindnefs   of    Condorcct's    wife,   who 
tranflared  his  contributions.     Pain,  on  this  occafion, 
hoped  to  elevate  himfelf  to  a  great  degree  of  notice, 
by  a  challenge  to   the  abbe  Syeyes,   in  which  he 
undertook  to  anfwer  all  that  could  be  advanced  in 
favour  of  monarchy,  in  any   form  or  fpace,  in  a 
work  of  fifty  pages  ^     The  abbe  did  not  accept  the 
challenge,,   and   Le  Refubltcain    was    foon   difcon- 
tiuued. 

T  Moore*!  View,  vok  ii.  p.  376. 
S^^..  At 
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Hisperfon      At  Paris,  Pain  met  with  Mr.  Thomas  ChrilKc, 
in  danger.  •  ^I^Q   made   fome   figure    by  his  eulogium  on  the 
French  revolution  and  conftitution.     On  the  day 
of  the  king's  return  they  met  with  an  adventure, 
which,  had  it  been  their  gift  to  learn  by  experience, 
would  have  imparted  fome  doubts  concernmg  the 
pre-eminence   of  a   popular   governihent.     At  the 
moment  when  all  thofe  whom  curiofity  had  attrafied 
to  fee  the  king  brought  into  the  capital  a  prifoner, 
were   ordered   to  be  covered.  Pain  had    loft  his 
cockade.      This  reduced   him  to   the   dilemma  of 
difobeying  the  important  command  of  the  aifem- 
bly,  or  of  appearing  without  a  cockade,  either  of 
which  amounted  to  a  crime  of  leze-nation,  and  fub- 
jefted    the    delinquent   to   immediate    punifhment. 
Already  the  fatal  cry  was  heard,  ari/iocrai!  ar\fi(h 
crat !    a  h  lent  erne !    A   Frenchman,    who  could 
fpeak  Englifh,  defired  him  to  put  on  his  hat.    He 
explained  his    enibarraffhient,  and  the  fentimental 
mob  was  with  fonic  difficulty  fatisfied  and  appeafed*. 
«3thjuly.       Difappoiiucd    in    his    expcftation   of    notice  in 
Kefurns  lo  France,  Pain  returned  to  England,  juft  in  time  to 
"j^th.  *    partake  in  the  celebration  of  the  French  revolution. 
Yet  it  was  deemed  proper  that  he  {houWnot  ap- 
pear at  the  dinner,  and  he  came  not  to  il^e  Crown 
and   Anchor   tavern  till   eight   o'clock,   when  the 
celebrators  had  been  hificd  away  by  the  muhitude. 
Soon  after  this  Pain  retired  to  Greenwich,  to  write 
his  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 
i6ih  Feb.       This  malignant  Hbel  was  publlflied  by  Jordan  in 
p  bi^A      Fleet-ftreet.      Grown  bolder   from  impunity,  and 
Right!  of   additionally  ambitious    of  the  fame   which  would 
^*»n»        refult  from  profecution,  he  wrote  to  Jordan  on  the 
^'^    •     day  of  publication,  requefting  him,  "  If  any  perfon, 
**  under  the  fanclion  of  authority,  Ihould  inquire 
**  refpecting  the  author  and  pubhfher,  to  mentiori 


*  Sec  Mr.  Thomas  Chrlrtie's  letter,  dated  from  Paris,  June  n<l. 
1791,  and  publillisd  iu  ihe  Morning  Chronicle  of  ihc  a9th  June 

«  him, 
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^*  him,  as  hfe  would  appear  and  anfwcr  for  the  work 
"  perfonally/*  In  this,  however,  he  was  difap- 
pointed  :  it  required  a  meafure  more  audacious  and 
flagrant  tlian  that  of  a  tranquil  publication,  to  roufe 
the  refentment  of  an  infulted  government. 

This  work  is  now  put  out  o£  circulation  by  the 
verdift  of  a  jury,  and  for  a  criticifm  on  it  I  muft 
again  refer  ray  reader  to  "  the  Life  of  Pain,'* 
where  he  will  find  an  ample  and  able  difcuflion  *• 
There  is,  however,  a  prefumptuous  arrogance  in  an  obfcnr- 
infmuation^  in  the  Appendix,  which  deferves  par-  *^«on«  on 
ticularly  to  be  reftited :  it  is,  that  the  miniftry  had  ftatcmciu*. 
tampered  with  the  printer  to  give  them  a  knowledge 
of  its  contents,  and  to  delay  the  publication,  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  might  be  enabled  to 
avail  himfelf  of  fome  of  his  fin^cial  ideas,  at  the 
opening  of  the  fedion  of  parliament.  Chapman 
was  the  printer  of  the  firft  part  of  the  Rights  of 
Man :  Pain  had  been  introduced  to  him  by  Chriftie. 
Chapman  was  again  employed  to  print  the  fecond 
party  and  about  Chriftmas  1791,  carried  Pain  to 
lodge  at  No.  10,  in  Dean-ftreet,  Fetter-lane  ;  Pain, 
as  early  as  September,  delivered  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  copy,  and  took  this  lodging  to  be  near 
his  printer.  Now,  he  thus  dates  his  cafe :  "  on 
**  Tuefday  fortnight  preceding  the  meeting  of 
**  parliament  (the  17th  of  January  1792),  all  at 
"  oncey  without  any  previous  intimation^  though  I  had 
**  been  with  him  (Chapman)  the  evening  before^  he 
**  fent  me,  by  one  of  his  workmen,  all  the  remain- 
*'  ing  copy  from  page  1 1 2,  declining  to  go  on  with 
"  the  work  on  any  confideration.  To  account  for 
"  this  extraordinary  condiidy  I  was  totally  at  a  lofs^^* 
The  anfwer  to  this  ftatement  is  taken  from  Chap^ 
man^s  account  of  the  tranfa^ion^  delivered  on  oathy  on 
the  trial  of  Pain^.     He  there  avers,  that  he  had 

*  Page  gS  to  148. 

^  See  Mr.  Chapman's  evidence  on  Paints  trial,  6urne}'*$  edition, 
16-7,  which  proves  the  falfehood  of  Pain's  ftory.— O. 
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proceeded  to  work  off  as  far  as  the  fignature  J/, 
when  the  fignature  /  coming  under  his  infpeftion, 
he  obferved  fomething  which,  in  his  humble  appre- 
preheniion,  appeared  bf  a  dangerous  tendency  \  be 
therefore  refolvcd  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
the  work,  but  felt  fome  delicacy  in  declaring  this 
refolution  to  Pain,  who  had  always  behaved  to- 
wards him  with  kindnefs  and  civility.     From  this 
embarralTment,  however,  he  was  relieved  by  Pain 
himfelf,  who  coming  to  his  houfe  on  the  evening  of 
the  day  he  hud  made  this  refolution,  fomewhat  in- 
toxicated with  his  friend  Johnfon*s  wine,  began  the 
fubjeft  of  religion,  a  topic  he  was  very  fend  of  ex- 
patiating on  when   drunk.     Chapman  and  his  wife 
were  diffenters.     The  woman  defended  her  opinions 
in  a  manner  which  conquered  the  philofophy  of  the 
champion  of  the  Rights  cf  Man.     He  rofe,  at  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  wrath,  declaring  he 
had  never  been  fo  infulted  before,  and  to  be  on 
par  with  the  loquacious  female,  he  declared  that  he 
ever  thought  it  his  duty  to  be  on  his  guard  againft 
diffenters,  who  were  a    pack  of  hypocrites ;  and 
defired  Chapman  to  come  to  a  fettlement,  before  he 
proceeded  any  further  with  his  work.     The  printer 
gathered  courage  from  the  overflowings  of  his  wife's 
I'pleen,  and  next  day  fent  Pain  the  remainder  of  his 
copy,  together  with  a  letter  explaining  his  motives. 
Pain  returned,  to  apologize,  but  the  printer  was  im* 
placable,   and  he   was  obliged  to  procure  another 
perfon  to  go  on  with  the  work.     This,  then,  is  a 
narrative  of  the  event,  for  which  Pain,  with  his 
ufual  fallacy,   declares   himfelf  utterly   unable  to 
accouiit. 

Within  a  vreek  after  Mr.  Chapman  had  returned 
the  copy.  Pain  announced  the  caufe  which  delayed 
i5ihjan.  the  publication.  In  the  Gazetteer,  Pain  publifhed 
that  the  compofition  being  n6w  paft,  the  copy  wss 
given,  a  few  weeks  fince^  to  two  printers^  who  i^^re 
to  print  it  fpeedily.     They  printed  about  half  of  it, 

and 
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ud  then,  hang  alarmed  hyfome  iraimationsj  refufed 
to  go  further  5  but  another  printer  had  taken  it ; 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  months  it  will  ap* 
pear  %  P^  had  now  told  two  Jiories  about  the 
caufe  of  the  delay^  which  invalidate  each  other.  In 
the  one  account,  the  copy  had  been  delivered  to 
ane  printer  in  September  1791  ;  in  the  other  ac« 
count,  the  copy  was  delivered  to  two  printers  before 
the  25th  of  January  1792.  In  the  iirfl  account. 
Pain  was  totally  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  printer's 
refufmg  to  continue  the  work.  In  the  fecond  ac« 
count.  Pain  fays  that  the  printers  were  alarmed  by 
fomeintimatiom^  from  the  meflengers  of  the  prefs,  no 
doubt.  Which  of  thefe  accounts  are  we  to  be- 
lieve ;  or  Oiall  we,  after  fuch  palpable  terfi;iverfation, 
believe  any  account  which  is  given  by  Pam  ? 

Yet  let  us  trace  him  a  little  further  through  the 
mazes  of  duplicity,  that  we  may  judge  of  his  veracity 
in  any  cafe.  He  now  tells  what  indeed  is  likely  to 
be  true,  that  he  gave  his  copy  to  the  printer  in 
September  laft ;  let  us  fuppofe  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember: from  the  15th  of  September,  to  the  17th 
of  January  following,  there  pafled  away  Jixteen 
weeks.  Now,  when  the  memorable  quarrel  hap- 
pened between  the  printer  and  Pain,  only  feven 
ihcets  had  pqfed  through  the  prefs  j  fo  that  more 

«  In  the  Giizetreerof  Wednefday  the  »5th  January  179*,  appeared 
\\it  foUowing  mn'ci,  the  air,  and  fentiments,  and  Uyle,  of  which  plainly 
demonftrate  the  1^  author , 

"  Mr.  PAIN, 

**  It  it  known,  is  to  produce  another  work  this  feafon. 

"  The  compofition  of  this  is  now  paft,  and  it  was  given,  a  fiw 
**  tpetks  fince,  to  twoprintert^  whofe  prefles  it  was  to  go  through  aa 
*<  ipcedily  as  poflible.  They  printed  about  half  of  it,  and  then,  being 
'*  alarmed  by  fimt  ituimatiom,  refufed  to  go  further.  Some  delay  has 
*'  thus  occuned,  hut  another  printer  has  taken  it,  and,  in  the  courie  of  ' 
'*  next  month,  it  will  appear. 

**  Its  title  is  to  be  a  repetition  of  the  former,  .*  The  Rights  of 
"  Ma|k,*  of  which  the  words  '  Part  tht  Second"  will  ihew  that  it  is  a 
*'  continuation.'*— 'None  but  Pain  could  write  fuch  an  advtrti/t'^ 
f«if.-.0, 
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than  tv90  weeks  were  employed  on  every  ikeet'. 
And  it  is  a  known  faA,  that  Pain  kept  his  prools 
frequently  a  week,  often  a  fortnight,  and  fometimes 
longer.  He  was  all  the  Jixteen  weeks  cafting  about 
for  matter,  receiving  hints  and  correftions,  and 
waiting  for  events.  He  knew  that  the  writer  who 
gets  into  a  chapter  of  mifcellaniesy  may  go  forward 
or  flop  fhort  when  he  pleafes.  And  Piin  was 
plsdnly  watching  for  a  moment  of  misfortime,  whai 
he  might  urge  difcontent  into  fiiry,  by  publiihing 
his  fccond  part  on  fome  faftious  night.  But  the 
parliament  met,  without  waiting  for  his  publication: 
The  day  of  triumph  pafled  over  while  he  loitered  in 
the  prefs :  The  nation  exulted  in  her  profperity, 
*while  he  fat  calculating*  with  arithmetical  precifion, 
the  depth  of  her  diftreffes,  and  the  benefits,  but  not 
the  miferies,  of  anarchy. 

It  was  owing  to  the  foregoing  caufes,  that  Pain, 
who  had  returned  his  proof  fheets  fo  flowly  before, 
was  now  obliged  to  accelerate  the  prefs.  He  was 
compelled  to  perform  a  harder  talk ;  to  find  plau^ 
fible  reafons  for  poftponing  his  work,  till  the  un- 
propitiojus  day  of  general  fatisfaftion.  The  book 
would  have  been  publifhed  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  he  fays,  "  had  the  work  appeared  at 
"  the  time  the  printer  had  engaged  to  finifliil." 
But  this  aflertion,  as  we  have  already  fhewn,  cannot 
be  true ;  for  no  printer  can  perform  his  engage- 
ment if  the  author  return  not  the  proofs ;  and  no 
printer  can  be  benefited  by  the  Handing  ftill  of  his 
prefs. 

^  Before  the  fat!  evening  of  the  fatal  quarrel,  being  the  i6tb  of  Ja- 
imary  1791*  the  fhect  H  had  been  printed ,  now»  from  B  toHf  there 
are  fcven  (beets.  But  the  iheets  /  and  K  wire  alio  fet  up :  now,  ibefc 
two  may  l)c  conlidered  as  another  fhcet ;  and,  of  confequence,  it  is 
proved  that  there  were  no  more  than  ei^  (hcets  printed  in  thtjxttet 
weeks,  from  the  15th  of  September  to  the  t7ih  of  Jairaary  loilowiog. 
This  muft  be  allowed  to  be  very  JUw  priming  indeed^,  when  €fcn  ttm 
Pittt  a  day  may  be  done  with  care— O* 

Of 
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Of  this  book»  which  was  dedicated  ta  la  Fayette,  Succefs  of 
five  thoufand  copies  were  printed.     But  notwitli-'^*^^'*^* 
ftanding  every  art  tq  raife  curiofity,  this  did  not, 
for  fome  weeks,  fell  with  the  rapidity  of  the  Jirji 
fart.     Three    (hillings  was   too  great  a^fum  for 
perfons  Co  give  who  had  it  only  in  view  to  diftribute 
thefe  new  found  lights,  they  did  not  even  at  firft 
publicly  applaud  the  author.      A  month,  elapfed  n^bMar, 
from  the  time  of  publication,  when  the  Manchejier     '^^**    * 
conjiitutional  fociety  thanked  Pain  for  his  publication, 
and  recommended  his  work  as  oftb^  hWheJl  import • 
ance  to  every  nation  under  heaven  ^     Other  focieties 
followed  the  example  of  Manchefter,  and  in  order 
to  give   more  rapid  diffemination  to  the  favoured 
publication,   editions   were    printed  on   a   whitifh- 
brown  paper  at  a  fmall  price,  but  to   thofe  who 
could  not  or  would  not  buy  even  at  that  rate,  the 
book  was  profufely  diftributed,  gratis.     It  was  in  all 
fliapes   and  all  fizes,  with  an  mduftry  incredible,^ 
dther  in  the  whole  or  in  extrafts,  thruft  into  the 
hands  of  all  perfons  in  this  country,  of  fubjefts  of 
every  defcription.     The  fweetmeats  of  children  and 
the  tobacco  of  men  were  wrapped  up  in  it,  in  the 
hope  they  might  be  tempted  to  read  what  was  thus 
gratuitouily  prefented. 

This  culpable  affiduity,  and  the  multiplication  of  Proceed- 
treafonable  focieties  gave  ferious  alarm  to  govern-  1"?™^*^?* 
ment.     A  royal  proclamation  was  iffued,  warnmg 
to  the  loyal  and  prudent  part  of  the  nation  againit 
thefe    innovators,  a  profecution  was    commenced 
againft  Jordan  the  publilher,  and  an  information  sift  May, 
put  on  the  file  againil  Pain  himfelf. 

Meantime  Pain  had  not  been  inadive,  and  the  Paints  pc- 
afpcft  of  affairs  was  fuch  as  to  open  to  his  malignant  ««pai»on». 
nund  the  hope  of  a  long  day  of  horrors.     Anarchy 
was  making  the  moil  rapid  ftrides  in  France;   its 
agents  here  were  rated  ^t  forty  thoufand  \  and  thq 

«  Sec  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  March  19^  ii^l-^O. 
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murder  of  the  king  of  Sweden  in  his  own  palace 
afforded  Paiu.  an  opportunity  of  exclaiming  with 
diabolical  triumph,  "  Aje^  you  fee  how  crowns  are 
**  melting  away  P*  and  of  adding  with  explanatory 
archnefs,  "  There  is  a  kettle  boiling  in  this  country.*^ 
>pr.i79».  He  was  invited  by  his  friend  Mr.  W.  Sharp,  the 
tbTcouB-  engraver,  to  pafs  a  few  months  with  him  in  the 
try.  country  ;   and  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  one  Tanner 

at  Bromley  in  Kent,  from  which  he  feldom  fatlied 
s  3th  Apr.  forth.     He  attended  at  the  anniverfary  meeting  of 
the  conftitutional  fociety  at  the  London  Tavern,  as 
Isarreftcd.  cne  of  the  ftewards.     ITiis  was  the  laft  public  (fin- 
ner  he  aflifted  at  in  England,  and  from  this  he 
might  as  well  have  ftayed  away  ;  'for  the  afiigneesof 
Whitefide,  lured  by  the  hope  of  getting  in  their  out- 
ftanding  demand,  and  incited  by  the  knowledge  of 
a  fa£l  fo  unufual  as  his  public  appearance,  at  a  given 
time  and  place,  fued  out  a  writ  againft  him  for  the 
amount  of  his  note.     This  buiinefs  was  conduded 
fo  fecretly,  that  the  fociety  knew  nothing  of  the 
tranfa£Uon.     He  was  carried,  by  Wild  the  officer, 
to  the  King's  Head  lock-up  houfe  in  Wood-ftrcet, 
till  he  was  bailed  by  Johmon  the  bookfcUer,  and 
by  Wilkie  another  bookfeller,  who  at  Johnfon's 
«7t^  May.  requeft  joined  in  the  bond.     Soon  after  the  inform- 
J^Xi*/''  ^^io'^  ^^^  ^^^  fi^^d  againft  him,  his  hoft  at  Brom- 
ley, difcovering  the  real  name  and  charader  of  his 
lodger,  gave  information  of  his  difcovery  to  Mr. 
Norman,  the  neareft  magiftrate.     Pain  being  ap- 
prized of  the  circumftance,  made  a  hafty  retreat 
from  the  country,  and  again  repaired  to  thq  obfcurc 
purlieus  of  Fetter-'-ne. 
June.         Here  he  was  not  idle:  he  wrote  feverat  letters 
thcAi^t".  ^'^  a  contemptible  feditious  newlpaper  caHed  the 
^Argus\    which    were  afterwards  diftributed  from 
the  pamphlet^fliops,  under  the  title  oi  Pain's  fiur 
Hit  Ad-    Letters  on  Government.      He  afterwards  produced 
II^'aIT     ^^^  Address  to   the  Addressers,  which  was, 
dfWert]    like  the  Rights  of  Man^  printed  oa  a  finall  type 
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and  dingy  paper,  and  fold  for  a  groat.  In  the  fu« 
perior  edition,  it  was  contained  in  feventy-eight 
pages ;  in  the  inferior,  in  forty.  It  is  written  in 
Ihs  ufual  ftyle  and  manner,  without  any  novelty  to 
foften  his  coarfenefs,  or  any  information  to  atone 
for  the  boafts  of  fuperior  knowledge.  This  four- 
rilous  work  was  afterwards  an  obje^  of  legal  pro- 
fecution :  but  Pain  having,  previous  to  its  publica- 
tion, withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  reach  of  thofe  laws 
he  had  infulted  and  defied,  the  punifhment  fell  on 
the  publifher. 

His  fame  now  acquired  its  highefl  poffible  var-  M«de  a 
nifh  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  le^ature.     He  had  fiJJ^^^. 
made  himfelf  obnoxious  to  a  regular  government, 
to  the  government  of  England.     This  was  a  merit 
of  fufGcient  magnitude  to  induce  the  Briffotines  to 
forgive  his  having  dedicated  his  book  to  their  enemy 
la  Fayette,  and  to  cherilh  him  as  a  fit  me^lium  for  . 
ptopagatine  thofe  calumnies  by  which  they  intended 
to  inflanle  the  minds  of  their  countrymen,  and  prepare 
them  to  approve  the  hoftilities  alreadyprojeftedagainll 
England  and  her  allies.    Accordingly  Guadet,  the  nth  Atigi 
principal  orator  of  the  party,  made  a  fpeech  in  the 
legiHative  aifenibly,  demonftrating  how   proper  it 
would  be  to  call  Pain,  Prieftly,  and  fome  others,  to 
the  enviable  dignity  of  French  citizens.     This  was     *^^b» 
afterwards  decreed,^  on  the  motion  of  the  fame  ora- 
tor, in  terms  which  will  afford  an  excellent  com^i 
mentary  on  the  writings  of  thofe  who  maintain  the 
pafSvenefs,  and  deny  the  premeditated  aggreffion  of 
the  French  towards  this  country  ^    It  muft  alfo  be 

recollefted 

'  "  The  national  afl^Diblyy  confidering  that  thofe  men,  who,  by  tteir 
^  wrHingt  and  tbtlr  valour ^  baifefirvtd  tbt  caufi  ofli^ertj  andr paved  the  «m/ 
"  for  the  epfranebifement  ofnationtf  cartnot  be  looked  upon  as  ioreigneia 
**  by  a  nation  rendered  free  by  its  own  knowledge  and  valour ; 

*'  Conlidering,  that  if  five  years  refidence  in  France  is  fti£ficient  to 
**  obtain  for  a  foreigner  the  title  of  French  citizen  $  that  title  is  much 
^  more  juliiy  due  to  thofe  wkoy  wbattver  h»  the  foil  tbey  inbahit^  batt*  cm- 
•*  fiargttd  tbtir  arms  and  their  nngiU  rr  tbtfttrfeje  of  defenJ^ni  the  can  ft  of  tbt 
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recoUeAed  that  Psun,  at  the  moment  of  reteiving 
this  homage,  was  under  profecution  for  the  very 
writings  fo  oftentatioufly  commended  by  the  go. 
vernment  of  a  country,    thcft  hypocritically  pre- 
tending to  maintain  tne  relations  of  peace  and 
amity. 
Eieacd         In  confequence  of  this  naturalization,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  the  Briflbtines  to  obtain  his  dedioa 
as.  member  of  the  convention  for  Paris ;  but  this 
was  fruftrated  by  the  fa^on  of  Robefpierre  and 
Marat  ^.     Calais  however  repaired  the  injury  done 
him  by  the  capital  **  j   and  Abbeville  was  alfo  de- 
firous  of  feeing  the  champion  of  anarchy  amongft 
her    reprefentatives,    but    was    prevented   by  the 
knowledge  of  his  previous  election  for  Calais  ^ 

He  was  informed  of  this  honour  by  citizen  Aup 
dibert,  who  was  deputed  for  that  purpofe.  He 
had  previoufly  fecured  the  zealous  affe&ion  of  the 


Goet  to 
Fiance* 


<<  f^9pU  mgahfi  tht  ikjfoti/m  tf  Ittngs^  9f  kamjhiwg  Ixal  ftnjtuUeni  end  •/  tx^ 
**  Unding  the  iimti  •f  human  humltigt  \ 

«  CoD(iderin|,  tliat  though  it  may  not  be  permitted  to  hope  that 
''  men  wil),  at  Tome  period,  form  in  (octal  regulation,  as  in  natures 
<<  but  one  family,  one  fmgle  aflFociation,  yet  the  friends  of  liberty 
<<  and  univerfal  fratemJty^  ought  not  to  be  Icfs  dear  to  a  nation  which 
**  hat  decreed  her  renunciation  of  all  conquefts^  and  her  defire  of  fra* 
<<  tc^niaation  with  all  the  world  \ 

*<  Confidering,  finally,  that  at  the  moment  when  a  national  con- 
<*  vention  is  about  to  fix  the  fate  of  Fiance,  ond  perbspt  tofrepre  thA 
*^  rf.  eU  mankind,  it  belongs  to  a  free  and  generous  people  to  chU  in  all 

V  the  intelligence  they  can  obtain,  and  to  fubmit  tbe  right  of  con- 
**  curring  in  this  grand  a£l  of  reafun  to  men  who^by  their  (eniimenrs,^ 
^  their  writings,  and  their  valour,  have  (hewn  themMlves  fo  eminently 
"  worthy  of  it  J 

«*  DecretF,  that  the  title  of  French  cit^aen  be  tonferred  on  PrirjU^ 
•«  Ftyne,  and  fixtecn  more.'*  See  Merciire  de  France,  vol.debtp- 
tembre  1791,  p.  14-  %^'  Madame  Roland  explains  with  no  lefs  force, 
ihe  trut  reafuns  of  hi«  naturalization.     •*  Payne  was  declared  a  French 

V  citizen  as  one  of  thofe  celebrated  foreigners  whom  the  nation  ought|^ 
««  with  eagernef6„  to  adopt.  He  was  known  by  his  writings,  which 
««  h^id  been  ufcful  in  the  Americaji  revolution,  and  ^igbt  bmn  cmui* 
M  hfttnl  fprcduct  iu  in  EngUnd,**     Appel^  vol.  ii.  p*  19. 

*  Louvet*s  Narrative,  p.  ao. 

s  Printed  Lifts  in  Political  Stateof  Europe.  Goudemets^s Epochs, &c» 

^  Mooi;e*s  Journal,  vol.i.  |p.,3^6i. 
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focietks  in  England,  by  an  oflentatious  donation, 
real  or  pretended,  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Rights  of  Man,  to  the  conftitutional 
fociety,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  they  might  think  pro- 
per **.  He  now  bade  a  laft  farewel  to  Fetter-lane, 
and,  accompanied  by  Audibert  and  Mr.  Froft,  went 
to  Dover.  Here  their  trunks  were  diligently 
fearched  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  :  but  nothing 
being  found  to  fupport  an  information  which  had 
been  laid,  they  replaced  every  thing  as  they  found 
it.  Pain,  who  probably  thought  this  vigilance  in 
a  revenue  officer  a  libel  on  his  own  condufl:  in  the 
fame  fituation,  wrote  a  letter  of  clamorous  com- 
plaint to  Mr.  Dundas,  as  did  citizen  Achilles  Audi- 
bert. This  citizen  alfo  publiihed  a  letter,  in  which 
he  threatened  to  profecute  the  cuflom-houfe  officer ; 
but  it  appears  that  he  was  better  entitled  to  the 
vliame  of  Rodomont  than  Achilles^  as  he  never  put  his 
boaftful  threats  in  execution. 

After  a  pafTage  of  three  hours,  they  arrived  at  16th  Sepu 
Calais  ;    where,    between    the    interpretations    of  ^Aij^n. 
Achilles,  and  the  dumb-fhew  of  Thomas,  the  elec- 
tors and  the  reprefentatives  underftood,  or  fancied 
they  underftood,  mutual  expreffions  of  good-will 
and  devotion  ^ 

He  took  his  feat  in  the  convention  ;  but  his  ig-  Member 

Qorance  of  the  French  language  reduced  him  to  a  '' " 

flate  of  filence  not  very  agreeable  to  his  difpofition. 

He  was,  however,  chofen  one  of  the  committee  of  nthOA^ 

the  conftitution ",  after  the  abolition  of  royalty ; 

but  what  in  particular  was  the  refult  of  his  labours 

is  not  afcertained.     He  was  alfo  one  of  madame 

Roland's  cabinet  party,  though  the  lady  does  not 

feem  to  have  been  impreffed  with  notions  very  ad- 

^  See  Paints  Letter  to  the  Conftitatlonal  Society,  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  ot  the  9th  July  i79«.-»0. 

'  See  the  Letters  above  alluded  to»  and  one  de fcribing  Pain*t  re« 
option*  in  Jordan*a  Political  State  of  Surope,  vol.  i.  p.  459  <o  4^> 

%  Dehatcf «, 

vant^geous, 


of  the  coiu 
vention. 


314  P  A  I  N. 

iStbNoT,  vanta^eous  to  him''.  He  aflifted  at  a  dinner  gnren 
at  White's  hotel,  to  celebrate  the  vi&ories  gained 
by  the  French.  A  great  number  of  Englifh  demo- 
crats were  affembled ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Stone  was  in  the 
chair.  They  miftook  the  infpirations  of  Bacchus 
for  thofe  of  philofophy,  and  in  their  flowing  cups 
afFefted  to  legiflate  and  to  prophefy.  They  toafted 
**  the  diholition  of  hereditary  titles  in  England:"— 
*'  Thomas  Pain,  and  the  new  mode  of  advertif- 
**  ing  good  books^  by  proclamation,  and  the  court  of 
**  king's  bench  :" — "  The  approaching  national  con* 
*'  vention  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  :**  and  many 
fimilar  fentiments.  Thefe  drunken  frolics  would 
not  deferve  notice,  but  for  the  ridiculous  ceremony 
which  enfued,  of  fending  an  addrefs  on  the  fubje£t, 
which  was  warmly  received  by  the  national  con- 
vention **, 
S!a**^'  ^^^^  ^^^  fumes  of  the  wine  ftill  in  his  head,  and 
tbc  king's  the  din  of  mufic  performed  at  the  feaft  by  the  band  be- 
i*»a*-  longing  to  the  German  legion  ftill  in  his  ears,Pain pro- 
ceeded to  write  his  opinion  refpefting  the  trial  of  the 
f  xft  Nor.  unfortunate  king.  In  this  opinion,  which  was  read 
for  him  in  the  convention,  he  confidered  Louis  XVI. 
as  a  confederate  in  an  univerfal  confpiraqy,  which 
threatened  not  only  the  liberty  of  France,  but  that 
of  every  other  nation  :  he  confidered  him  as  a  cul- 
prit, wnofe  trial  might  lead  all  people  to  a  know-* 
ledge  and  a  deteftation  of  the  monarchical  fyftem, 
and  of  the  plots  and  intrigues  of  their  own  courts : 
he  therefore  voted  for  the  trial  ^.  After  fuch  a  fen- 
tence  as  this,  and  after  voting  the  king  guilty  on  the 
firft  appel  nominal^  with  how  little  reafon  do  the  ad- 
mirers of  Pain  affeft  to  extol  his  merciful  difpofition, 
and  exonerate  him  from  the  ignominy  attached  to 
the  murderers  of  that  unhappy  monarch,  on  ac- 

•»  Appel,  Tol.  ti.  p.  19, 

»  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Eorcpe,  rol.  ii.  p.  777^    Debates* 
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count  of  his  fubfcquent  exerrions  ^.     On  the  quef- 
tion  of  punifliment,  he  voted  againfl  death,  and  for  19th  Jan. 
banifliment;   and  when  the  refpite  of  the  fentence     '^^5' 
was  moved  for,  he  delivered  an  opinion,  which  was 
read   by  Bancal.       It  began  by   flating,    that  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  national  convention 
had  contented  themfelves  with  pafling  on  Louis  a 
fentence  of  imprifonment  till  the  peace :  but  fince 
they  had  condemned  him  to  death,  he  voted  for  a 
fufpenfion  of  the  execution.     I{e  ailigned  as  a  reafon, 
the  neceffity  of  not  giving  offence  to  foreign  powers, 
particularly  to  the  Americans,  who,  he  affured  the 
convention,  would  look  with  an  evil  eye  on  the  ex- 
ecution of  Louis  Capet.     In  conclufion  he  faid,— 
"  France  has  now  no  ally  except  America,  and 
"  that  ally  is  the  only  one  who  can  furnifh  naval 
"  (lores.     Now  it  jiappens  unfortunately  in  the 
"  prefent  cafe,  that  the  objefl:  of  our  prefent  difcuf- 
**  fion  is  looked  upon  by  the  United  States  as  the 
*'  perfon  to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  their  li- 
"  berty.     I  can.  affure  you  that  his  execution  will 
"  fpread  through  the  ftates  a  general  afflidion.     If 
"  I  were    capable  of   fpeaking  French,    I  myfelf 
"  would  defcend  to  the  bar,  and  in  the  name  of  my 
"  American  brethren  prefent  a  petition  for  a  re- 
"  fpite."     This  obfervation  excited   the  murmurs 
of  the  Mountain :  Marat  faid  that  Pain  was  biafled 
by  the  contrafted  notions  of  his  original  religion, 
that  of  a  quaker ;  Thuriot  affirmed  that  the  con- 
vention was  impofed  on  by  a  falfe  tranflation, ;   Ga- 
ran  afTerted  that  he  had  feen  the  original,  and  that 
the  tranflation  was  perfedlly  correft.     Bancal  pro- 
ceeded :    "  Your  executive  counfel  have  recently 
**  nominated  an  ambaffador  to  the  United  States  of 
"  America,  who  is  to  fet  fail  in  a  few  days.     No- 
*'  thing  could  afford  greater  pleafure  to  your  allies 
^*  than  for  him,  on  his  arrival,  to  addrds  them  to 

4  See  Impartial  Hidorj,  vol.  ii.  p.  147. 
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*'  this  effeft:  that  in  coafideration  of  the  fiiarc 
•'  Louis  Capet  had  borne  in  the  American  revolu- 
*'  tion,  and  of  the  grief  the  Americans  might  feel 
**  at  his  execution,  you  had  granted  hira  a  refpite, 
*'  Ah,  citizens  !  do  not  afford  to  the  defpot  of  Eng- 
**  land  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  that  man  perifli  on 
**  the  fcaffold,  who  affifted  in  releafing  from  their 
*'  chains  my  dear  brethjen  of  America  '.'* 

Hh  trial.  While  his  attention  was  thus  occupied  with  the 
trial  of  a  dethroned  monarch  in  Paris,  his  own  trial 
was  coming  on  in  London ;  fo  that  while  he  lat  as 
a  judge  in  the  one  capital,  he  was  arraigned  as  a 
cnminal  in  the  other^  The  information  filed  againft 
him  in  Eafter  term  came  on  to  be  tried,   before 

isth  Dec.  lord  Kenyon  and  a  fpecial  jury  at  Guildhall,  in  the 
*^'*'  fittings  after  Michaelmas  term.  The  attorney-ge- 
neral *,  in  a  mofl  able  fpeech,  ftated  the  enormity 
of  the  offence  of  which  the  defendant  had  been 
guilty ;  expofed  the  fallacies  of  his  reafoning ;  de- 
tefted  the  rancour  of  h»8  heart,  affefting  difguife 
under  the  femblance  of  virtue  and  moderation;- 
and,  to  the  utter  aftoniihment  of  the  court  and  jur)', 
produced  a  letter  written  to  him  by  the  defendant 
from  Paris,  which  for  impudent  mendacity,  fcur- 
xility,  and  impertinence,  exceeded  whatever  the 
imagination  could  fuggeft.  It  infulted  the  nation 
by  calling  the  king  Mr.  Guelph,  and  threatened  the 
judge,  the  attorney-general,  and  the  jury,  wth  the 
moll  horrible  confequences  if  the  trial  proceeded'. 
Very  few  witneffes  were  called,  and  they  were 
chiefly  examined  to  prove  his  hand-writing.  .  He 
had  every  affiftance  in  his  defence  which  jurifpru- 
dential  knowledge  could  give.  Five  counfel  held 
briefs  for  him,  three  of  them "  juftly  celebrated  for 

'  Robefpierre  a  fes  ComincttanSt  ▼oK  ii.  p.  aji.    Moore*s  JoutoaIi 
Yol.ii.  p.  587,     Debates. 

*  Sir  ArchibalJ  Macilonald,  now  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer. 
«  Sec  ihe  leiicr  at  length  in  the  Appendix,  N«  VIII, 

•  The  lion,  Mr.  Ei&.ney  Mr*  Piggotr^  tnd  Mr.  (now  ferjeaot) 
(hfpheid. 
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learning  and  abilities*    Mr.  Erlkine,  in  his  addrefs 
to  the  jury,  exerted  all  the  powers  of  that  perfaafive 
eloquence  and   admirable  memory  for  which  he 
18  fo  juftly  celebrated:    he  endeavoured  to  diftin- 
guifli  between  the  author's  dodbines  and  intentions, 
and  to  fliew  that  the  one  might  be  pure,  though  the 
other  were  unintentionally  pernicious.    **  I  am  not,'' 
he  faid,   "  afldng  your  opinion  of    the   doftrines 
"  themfelves,  you  have  given  them  already  pretty 
"  vifibly  fmce  I  began  to  addrefs  you  ;  but  I  fhall 
"  appeal  not  only  to  you,  but  to  thofe  who,  without 
"  our  leave,  will  hereafter  judge,  without  appeal, 
*'  of  all  that  we  are  doing  to-day  ;  whether,  upon 
"  the  matter  which  I  haften  to  lay  before  you,  you 
*'  can  refufe  in  juftice  to  pronounce,  that  from  his 
"  education^  from  the  accidents  and  habits  of  his 
."  life,  from  the  time  and  occafion  of  the  publica- 
"  tjon,  from  the  circumftances  attending  it,  and 
**  from  every  line  and  letter  of  the  work  itfelf,  and 
*^  all  his  other  writings,  before  and  even  fmce,  his 
*'  confcience  and  underftanding  (no  matter  whether' 
"  erroneoujly  or  not)  were  deeply  andfolemnly  im- 
*'  preffed  with  the  matters  contained  in  his  book  ; 
"  that  he  addreffed  it  to  the  reafon  of  the  nation  at 
"  large,  and  not  to  the  paffions  of  individuals ;  and 
**  that  in  the  iffue  of  its  influence,   he  contem- 
**  plated  only  what  appeared  to  (him  though  it  may 
**  not  to  us)  toht  the  intereft  and  happinefs of  Eng- 
**  land,  and  of  the  whole  human  race  *.     But  the 
powers  of  oratory  and  genius  were  exerted  in  vain  ; 
in  fuch  a  caufe  no  efforts  could  induce  the  jury  to 
remove  the  mountain  of  culpability  which  relied  on 
the  (boulders  of  the  defendant.     The  refult  of  the 
trial  is  well  ftated  in  the  unornamented  words  of  the 
reporter,  who,  purfumg  his  account  from  the  con- 
cluding   period   of  Mr.  Erfkine's   fpeecfh,    fays, — 
**  The  attorney-general  arofe  immediately  to  reply 

«  Trial  of  Pain,  Gurne)»i  edition,  p.  tai. 

"  to 


3«7 


3,8  PAIN.. 

•*  to  Mr.  Erikine,  when  Mr.  Campbell^  the  forfr 
**  man  of  the  jury,  faid,  "  My  lord,  I  am  autho- 
*'  rifed  by  the  jury  here  to  inform  the  attorney- 
"  general,  that  a  reply  is  not  neceflary  for  them, 
"  unlefs  the  attorney-general  wiihes  to  make  it,  or 
"  your  lordlhip.  Mr.  attorney-general  fat  down ; 
**  and  the  jury  gave  in  their  verdift,  guilty  '." 
The  convifkion  of  Pain  as  a  malignant  libeller  was 
.  followed  by  effefts  which  were  unexpeded  by  him- 
felf,  and  unforefeen  by  his  patrons.  He  was  ere 
long  burnt  with  his  books  in  almofl  every  village  of 
England,  with  circumftances  which  plainly  denoted 
popular  contempt  for  his  doctrines,  and  popular 
hatred  of  his  perfon.  His  conviftion  was  purfued 
to  outlawry ;  and  having  joined  with  the  convention 
at  Paris,  in  a  declaration  of  war  againft  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  became  thereby  a  traitor. 
1793-         But  though  he  had  thus  caft  off  his  native  coun- 

ftificincf ."   ^n^'  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  which  he  had  betaken  him- 
felf,  on  the  faith  of  folemn  invitations  and  affuranccs, 
very  different  from  a  peaceable  afylum.     Attached, 
as  far  as  he  was  capable  of  attachment,  to  the  Brif- 
fotine  party,   he  had  the  mortification  to  witncfe 
their  degradation,  expulfion,  and  execution.     He 
was  one  of  the  feventy-three  who  figned  the  proteft 
PublKbcf    againft  the  proceedings  of  the  3 ift  of  May.     He  fdl 
Jj^j^^^^nto  infignificance  as  a  legiflator ;    and  to  amufe 
^il"'      himfelf,   and   contribute  all  in  his   power  to  the 
emahcipation  of  the  human  mind  from  every  reli- 
gious and  moral  obligation,  he  compofed,  or  rather 
'         compiled,  for  there  is  nothing  new  in  it,  his  firft 
part  of  the  Age  of  Reason.     In  this  work  he  at- 
tacks the  bulwark  of  faith,  with  feeble  arguments 
and  clumfy  ribaldry,  with  all  the  perverfions  and 
mifreprefentations  of  fraud  and  ignorance* 
Depriveii        He  foon  found  that  Robefpierre*s  caftle  of  the 
«nd*  rciuVo  Luxembourg  was  as  impenetrable  a  prifon  as  the 

priCon. 
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king's  caftle  of  Baftille,  in  the  taking  of  which  he 
had  fo  much  rejoiced.  He  found  that  when  nations 
were  freed  from  the  reftraints  of  law,  and  raifed,  by 
the  artifices  of  falfe  reafoning,  above  the  dictates  of 
confcience,  no  fituation,  no  guaranty,  no  participa- 
tion of  guilt,  no  plea  of  innocence,  affords  a  protec- 
tion. He  was,  by  a  decree  of  the  Mountain,  de-  30th  Dec. 
prived  of  his  feat  in  the  convention,  and  foon  after  xoth  jan* 
committed  to  the  prifon  of  the  Luxembourg.  «794- 

In  this  fituation,  he  exerted  all  the  efforts  his  s  5th  Jan. 
fancy  could  fupply  to  obtain  his  liberation.    A  de-  ^^'- 
putation  of  Americans  refiding  in  Paris  went  to  the  AmerU 
bar  of  the  convention  to  reclaim  him  as  a  country-  ^^** 
man,  but  Vadier,  the  prefident,  informed  them  that 
Pain  was  no  countryman  of  theirs,  but  an  Englifli- 
man ;  and  it  was  hinted  to  them  by  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  getieral  fafety,  that  their  interpofition  was 
irregular,  as  it  was  only  the  aft  of  individuals, 
without  any  authority  from  the  American  govern- 
ment '•     In  faft,  he  was  as  little  beloved  in  America 
as  in  England;   his  principles  were  fo  inimical  to 
every  thing  like  a  regular  government,   that  Mr. 
Adams  himfelf  had  written  an  anfwer  to  the  Rights 
of  Man,  in  which  he  not  only  cautioned  the  people 
of  America,  but  thofe  of  England,  againft  its  doc- 
trines.    Pain,   difappointed  in  this  effort,  had  re-  10th  Fcli. 
courfe  to  the  club  of  Cordeliers,  hoping  that  the  Applies  to 
preachers  of  atheifm  would  favour  the  publifher  of  qJj.^"J^^ 
the  jfge  of  Rea/on.     But  that  body  fcorned  him: 
they  fent  him  no  other  anfwer  than  a  copy  of  his 
fpeech  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  king  *.     He  had  Hi«  cm- 
now  no  refource  but  hard  drinking,  difputations  P^^X™^^ 
with  Clootz  in  favour  of  the  few  religious  principles 
he  (till  affefted  to  retain**,  and  the  hope  that  he 
might  be  able,  by  dint  of  indefatigable  perfever- 

*  Jortfan's  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.vi.  p.  71,     Paints  Letter 
to  W;ifhirgton,  p.  14. 

*  See  Goiidirmetz's  Hiftorictil  Epochs,  p.  96. 

*  Miff  Williams's  Letters  in  179+,  vol.  ii.  p.  177. 

ance. 


yio 


PAIN. 


ance,  to  mterefl:  the  Americaa  govanment  b  lus 
favour  ^  The  firft  of  thefc  enjoyments  was  takta 
from  him  by  the  increafed  feverities  which  the  re» 
publican  government  thought  ]^oper  to  impofe  on 
the  prifoners ;  the  fecond,  by  the  death  of  the  Prut 
fian  atheift ;  and  the  laft  was  reduced  almoft  to  no- 
thing by  the  difficulty  of  conveying  letters,  which 
he  could  only  do  through  the  lamp-lighter,  who 
rifked  his  head  to  oblige  him }  and  by  his  receiving 
no  anfwers^ 

Falls  ill,  During  his  confinement  he  fell  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
loft  his  fenfes  for  upwards  of  a  month.  It  b  pro- 
bable, if  we  may  believe  him,  that  he  was  indebted 
to-  this  circumflance  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life* 
A  memorandum  was  found  in  Robefpierre's  hand» 
writing,  after  his  fall,  in  thefe  words  :  "  To  move 
*'  for  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  Thomas  Pam, 
*'  for  the  intereft  of  America  as  well  as  of  France*/^ 

u  re-        How  far  the  government  of  America  was  interefted 

bj  Ame-    ^"  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  outcaft  caunot  be  afcertained; 

ficsu  but  when  Robefpierre  was  no  more,  Psun  received 
information,  in  the  moil  unqualified  terms,  that 
*'  he  was  not  confidered  by  the  American  govern- 
*^  ment,  or  by  individuals,  as  an  American  ci* 
**  tizenV 

It  liberal-       At  length  the  death  of  Robefpierre  facilitated  his 

^'  reftoration  to  liberty  and  to  the  legiflative  body } 

but  thofe  events  did  not  take  place  fo  foon  as  might 

4th  Nov.  have  been  expefted.  Mr.  Monroe,  the  American 
minifter,  interceded  for  him,  and  obtained  his  en* 
largement ;  and,  in  little  more  than  a  month  after* 

7*ih  Dec.  wards,  a  decree  of  the  convention  invited  him  to 
refume  his  feat. 

c  Paints  Letter  to  Wa(hingtoD>  p.  15,  et  feq. 

*  Iiiem^  p.  17. 

•  Idcnif  p.  i6.    The  lame  (lory  is  told  in  the  Preface  to  the  Age  of 
Reafon,  part  II. , 

f  Idenii  p.  iS. 
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His  firft  pidificadon,  ii^iexi  reftored  to  the  digtuty  PikbUfteta 
i^al^^iflator,  was  a  IhssERTATioN  on  the  first  ^*^' 
PamciPLBs  OF  Government.     The  occafioa  of 
this  produdion  was  the  formation  of  the  new  French 
conftitution,  which,  raouiring  fome  qualification  of 
property,  was  not  fumciently  democratic  for  his 
approbation.     He  diftributed  his  book  as  a  prelude  7th  Juif 
to  a  fpeech  which  he  afterwards  delivered  in  the  con-     >795- 
vention,  and  which  met  with  little  attention,  and  with 
fome  difficulty  obtained  the  honours  of  theimpreffion. 
The  D^eriathm  was  reprinted  in  Lc^don  by  one 
Griffiths,  but  its  merits  were  fo  fmall  that  it  foon  fell 
into  difregand,  and  though  the  fale  of  it  has  not  been 
reftrained  by  profecution,  it  is  little  read.         • 

Soon  after  this,  he  publifhed  a  second  Part  The  Am 
OF  THE  AoE  OF  Reason,  in  which  he  renewed  his  o^R~»®nf 
attack  on  the  bible  with  increafed  acrimony ;  and^  ^ 
as  it  fuited  the  views  of  the  democratic  party  here  to 
loofen  the  ties  of  public  &ith,  it  was  dtfeminatedy 
Jikp  the  Rights  of  Man,  by  means  of  cheap  editions 
and  affeded  recommendations*  Several  anfwers 
appeared ;  but,  however  well  meant,  they  all  faded 
before  the  fuperior  luflre  of  that  produced  by  the 
learned  and  eloquent  bifhop  of  Llandaff.  That 
worthy  prelate,  in  his  Apology  for  the  BiBle, 
follows  the  afl^lant  of  Chriflianity  through  every 
one  of  his  aflertions,  expofes  his  ignorance,  hxs 
Ihamdefs  repetition  of  refuted  calumnies,  the  futility 
of  his  arguments,  and  the  fallacy  of  his  dedudions. 
The  arm  of  the  law  was  flretched  forth  againft  the 
diftributor  of  Paints  permcious  treatife.  An  in- 
formation was  filed  againft  the  publifher,  by  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  fociety  for  propagating  reh'gion,  rather 
than  by  government.  Mr.  Erfkine,  by  his  admir- 
Sible  fpeech  delivered  in  the  court  of  king's  bench, 
added  a  never-fading  leaf  to  his  laurels ;  and  the 
juiy^  without  hefitation,  acquiefced  in  the  direftion 
of  the  lord  chief  juftice,  and  brought  in  a  verdift 
of  ouiiiTY  agsanft  the  defendant. 

VOL.  II.  y  Yet 
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tth April        Yet  Pain  could  not  be  idle;   he  produced  a 
v/Jitl^'tht  ps^niphlct  in  forty.four  pages,  called  the  Declini 

Decline         AND  FaLL  OF  THE  E-NOLISH  SySTEM  OF  FiNANCI. 

and  Fall,  jj^  ^his  work,  written  for  the  purpofe  of  encouragmg 
France,  and  caufmg  defpondency  in  England,  he 
aiFefts  to  demonftrate  that  this  country  is  in  die 
very  gulph  of  bankruptcy.  To  prove  this  pofition 
he  has  recourfe  to  a  feries  of  tables,  by  which  he 
affefts  to  demonftrate  that  every  new  war  in  which 
England  engages  muft  coft  as  jnuch  and  half  as 
much  as  the  laft  preceding  .war.  This  pretended 
principle  he  affefts  to  verify  by  an  expofure  of  th« 
flxpences  of  wars  for*  a  century  part.  The  abfurditf 
of  fuch  an  argument  muft  be  ftriking  to  every  per- 
fon  who  confiders  it.  No  reafon  is  given  why  fuch 
a  ratio -ffiould  be  eftabliflied,  and  the  verificaiioii  of 
it  as  a  fad  depends  on  fix  inftances,  two  of  which 
fail*.  But  could  events  perfectly  confonant,  be 
-related  without  number,  they  could  never  make, 
though  they  might  help  to  demonftrate  a  princi{Je. 
For  example,  it  was  laid  in  old  times, 

**  When  the  Lord  falls  in  the  lady's  hp, 
••  Then  let  England  fear  a  miftiap,^ 

♦and  it  was  proved  that  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
whenever  Good  Friday  happened  on  Lady-day, 
fome  great  commotion  occurred  that  year  in  Eng- 
Jand.  The  coincidence,  however,  was  merely 
cafual  J  the  fame  event  has  taken  place  feveral  times 
fmce,  and  fo  far  from  fearing  or  feeling  a  tniftap, 
the  people  of  England  hardly  knew  or  noticed  it. 
If  the  country  fuftain  no  greater  injury  from  Mr. 
Pain's  politics  than  from  his  prophecies,  it  will  long 
continue  rich,  happy,  and  refpeftable.  The  book 
was  publilhed  by  Eaton  in  Newgate-ftreet,  and  as 
he  pretends  to  have  entered  it  at  Stationers'-hall, 
It  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  it  was  either  fold  or  given 
ta  him  by  the  author. 

•  See  Decline  and  Fall^  &c.  p.  si.  toil  the  nott. 
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Pa&i  next  publifhed  his  Letter  xo  General  Aug.1796. 
Washington,  which,  to  the  furprife  of  every  one  vvaihing, 
who  is  not  prepared  for  all  that  the  moft  impudent  tou, 
ipconfiftency  can  produce  from  a  mind  fo  abjeft  and 
malignant,  contains  chefe  and  many  more  infulting 
expreflions:    "  I  knqw^  that  had  it  not  been  for 
*^  the  aid  received  from  France  in  men^  money,  and 
*'  (hips,  your  cold  and  unmilitary  conduct  would,  in 
*'  all  probability,  have  loft  America  j  at  leaft,  fhe 
**  would  not  have  been  the  independent  nation  Ihe 
•*  now  is.    Toujlept  away  your  time  in  thejield^  till  the 
**  finances  of  the  country  were  completely  exhaufted, 

**    AND    YOU    HAVE    BUT    LITTLE    SHARE    IN    THK 

*^  GLORY  01-  THE  FINAL  EVENT.  Elevated  to  the 
**  chair  of  the  prefidency,  you  affumed  the  merit  of 
<«  every  thing  to  yourfelf,  and  the  natural  ingratitude 
•^  of  your  conjiiiution  began  to  appear.  Tou  commenced 
**  your  prejidential  career  by  encouraging  and  fwaU 
•*  lowing  the  groffejl  adulation  / .  and  you  travelled 
**  America  from  one  end  to  the  other  to  put  your- 
«*  felf  in  the  way  of  receiving  it.  You  have  a$ 
*^  many  addreifes  in  your  cbeft  as  James  the  Second* 
*^  As  to  what  were  your  views,  for  if  you  are  not 
**  great' enough  to  have  ambition^  you  are  little  enough 
*'  to  have  vanity^  they  cannot  be  direftly  inferred- 
**  from  expreflions  of  your  own  ;  but  the  partifans 
*^  of  your  politics  have  divulged  the  fecret  **.*' 
When  Pain  wrote  the  dedication  to  the  firft  part  of 
the  Rights  of  Man^  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  he  ^;2^^.thefe 
fafts,  as  he  would  call  them,  as  well  as  in  1796, 
yet  what  did  he  fay  then  to  the  very  fame  perlbn  ? 
*'  Sir,  I  prefent  you  a  fmall  treatife  in  defence  of 
*^  thofe  principles  of  freedom   which  your  ex- 

.*^  EMPLARY  VIRTUE  HATH  SO  EMINENTLY  CON- 
**  TRIBUTED  TO  ESTABLISH.  That  the  Rights  of 
**  Man  may  become  as  univerfal  as  your  benevolence 
^  can  wijh\  and  that  you  may  enjoy  the  happinefs 

*»  Lettec  to  Waftiington,  p.  8. 

Y  2  "of 
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««  of  fcdng  the  New  World  regenerate  the  Old,  h 
•«  the  prayer  of,  Sir,  your  much  obliged,  mi 
**  obedient  humble  fervant,  Thomas  Paine  *.'*  This 
was  the  tribute  of  adulation  which  Pain  thought 
proper  to  throw  in  as  his  additional  mite  to  Waih- 
mffton's  Exchequer  of  Flattery,  No  one  of  his  ene« 
mies  in  the  utmoft  malignity  of.  mifreprefentadon 
could  have  invented  a  contradiftion  to  (hew  more 
amply  the  bafenefs  of  his  heart,  and  this  total  want 
of  principle  and  truth.  Either  he  was  ready  in 
1791  to  anfwer  a  purpofe;  to  sulom  the  brow  of 
pufillanimity  and  vanity  with  the  wreath  due  to 
valour  and  public  fpirit;  or  in  1796,  imder  th« 
impreffion  ot  imaginary  wrong,  the  defire  of  re* 
venge  led  him  to  ufe  the  mod  barefaced  calumnies, 
and  palpable  untruths  :  he  muft,  therefore,  be  con- 
iidered  either  as  an  abje£);  fjrcophant,  or  an  auda- 
cious flanderer. 

Since  this  period,,  he  is  reputed  to  have  publiihed 
fome  other  trafts,  among  which  are  Animadverfions 
on  Mr.  Erikine's  Speech  refpefting  the  Age  <rf 
Reafon,  and  a  Letter  to  the  People  of  France,  ^^ 
markable  for  its  inconfiftency  with  his  former  doc- 
trines, its  abjeft  flattery  of  the  prefent  rulers,  and 
its  puerile  abfurdity  ^. 

I  am  now  at  the  conclufion  of  Pain's  literary  and 
political  life.  He  ftill  remains  in  France,  though  no 
longer  a  legiflator,  and  the  reafon  is  well  expreffed 
by  an  ingenious  author :  *^  America  would  now 
*'  prove  a  fterile  and  unproduftive  foil  for  the  tranf- 
«*  plantation  of  fuch  a  genius,  while  ungrateful  Eu- 
•^  rope,  (the  French  dominions  excepted,)  {hutting 
**  every  avenue  againft  him,  bids  him  Wander,  like  a 
**  fecond  Cain,  without  an  afylum  Or  z  refting* 
^  placed'* 

^  *  I  give  the  wbett  dedication  to  aroid  all  iiQfFiblf  imputation  of  hn» 

log  perverted  the  fcnfe  by  the  unfair  produflion  of  a  part. 

■  I  have  not  feen  either  of  thefe  publications,  and  derive  oijopiniM 
•f  the  laftonly  from  the  Anti*Jacobin  Review,  p.  ax* 
^  Tcnch'ft  CorrefpondcncCy  p«  iS|« 

After 
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After  fo  ample  a  detail  of  his  tranfaflions  from  His  cha- 
his  carlicft'  youth  to  the  prefent  time,  it  would  be  ^^^» 
foperfluous  to  deicant  on  his  charader  as  a  man. 
It  has  been  clouded  by  all  the  meaner  vices,  fraud, 
hypocrify,  rapacity,  cruelty,  without  being  illumined 
by  the  rays  of  one  folitary  virtue.  He  has  re- 
nounced paraits,  wife,  friends,  country,  and  religion, 
widiout  acquiring  reljped  or  confidence  from  thofe 
in  whofe  favour  the  mod  important  of  thefe  faerie 
fices  have  been  made.  He  is  declared  an  outlaw  by 
England,  renounced  A  a  citizen  by  America,  and, 
except  whep  occafionally  called  into  ufe  as  an 
humble  tool,  contemned  and  derided  in  France. .  In 
how  little  eftimation  he  was  held  when  his  fame  was 
at  the  hisheft,  may  be  fe^i  by  the  following  character 
of  him  drawn  by  madame  Roland.  ^^  Among  the  bymtdaiM^ 
•*  perfoHS  I  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving,  and  of  Roland. 
^  whom  I  have  already  defcribed  the  moft  re- 
^*  markable.  Pain  "  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  De- 
**  clared  a  French  citizen,  as  one  of  thbfe  cele- 
**  brated  foreigners  whom  the  nation  ought  with 
**  eagemefs  to  adopt,  he  was  known  by  writings 
**  which  had  been  ufeful  in  the  American  revolu- 
^^  tion,  and  might  have  contributed  to  produce  one 
^  in  England.  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  fpeak 
^^  decifively  on  his  charader  becaufe  he  underftood 
^^  French,  without  fpeaking  it,  and  I  was  nearly 
^^'  in  the  fame  fituation  with  refped:  to  Engliih  ;  I 
**  was  therefore  Icfs  able  to  converfe  with  him  my- 
^'  felf,  than  to  liften  to  his  difcourfes  with  thdfe 
^^  whofe  political  talents  were  greater  than  my  own. 
*^  The  boldncfs  of  his  conceptions,  the  originality  of 
^^  his  flyle,  the  ftriking  truths  which  he  boldly^ 
^^  throws  out  in  the  nudft  of  thofe  whom  they 

^  &h^  rpelU  bit  name  Paynes  ;  Robefpierre,  in  **  Le  Defenreur  de 
la  ConUitntiou/'  e«llt  him  Fenne.  This  flight  fj^  it  mentioned 
merely  to  fliew  how  little  chance  of  celebrity  remains  for  Engliih  ad* 
ventures  in  a  country  where  the  writert  who  quote  them  pay  that 
homage  with  fuch  ungraciout  ■wkwardneft  as  not  CTen  corre^ly  to 
a^ouirc  tbifir  appeliarivet, 

y.  3  *^  offend. 
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"  offend,  muft  neceffarily  have  produced  great 
**  effcfts ;  but  IJhould  think  him  better  qualified  to 
*'  fcattery  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  the 
**  flames  of  conflagratioriythan  to  difcufs  primary  prirh 
**  ciples,  or. prepare  the  formation  of  a  government \ 
**  Pain  is  more  fit  to  illumine  a  revolution,  than  to 
**  affift  in  framing  a  conftitution*  He  takes  up, 
**  he  eftablifhes  thofe  great  principles  the  difplay  of 
*'  which  ftrikes  every  eye,  ravilhes  a  club,  and 
**  excites  tavern  enthufiafm ;  but  for  the  cool 
•*  difcuflions  of  the  committed,  for  the  regular  la- 
"  hours  of  legiflation,  I  think  David  Williams  a 
•*  much  more  proper  man  ^'* 

I  ihall  not  enter  into  a  review  of  his  writiiigs, 
having  taken  notice  of  feveral  at  the  time  of  relating 
their  publication,   and  others  being  fuppreflSsd  by 
the  laudable  vigilance  of  the  government.     It  would 
be  the  height  of  injuftice  to  deny   his  claim  to  a 
certain  (hare  of  popular  eloquence,  but  it  is  too 
much  to  praife  him  for  originality,  unlefs  the  mod 
unlimited  mendacity   and  temerarious  prefumption 
merit  that  eulogium.     He  has  a  fingular  art  of  in- 
corporating with  the  moft  obvioUs  truths  the  mod 
fallacious  afl'umptions,  and  making  fuch  complicated 
refults  as   perluade   rafli   believers,    and   confiding 
half-thinkers,  and  the  detection  of  them  requires  fo 
many  diftindtions,  that  the  perfon  who  undenakes 
to  anfwer  him  incuts  the  cenfure  of  fubtilty,  from 
thofe  who  have  not  candour  or  knowledge  enough 
to  refleft  that  the  greateft  fubtilty  lies  in  the  ufe  of 
general  pofitions.     Dolus  laUt  in  univcrfalibus.     He 
alfo  gives  great  effeft  to  his  arguments,  by  the  in- 
troduclion  of  allegories   and  anecdotes  which  are 
eafily  remembered,  and  make  great  impreflion,  the 

n  Thefe  expi«  (Tmns  arc  very  much  fofteneH  in  the  tranflntron  fold  bv 
Johnlbn  :  tht  oiigiral  \%  jr.  ihtie  word^  :  ««  Mais }e  k  croirois  phtsfrtfrei 
••  fiftfr,  f»ur  ain/f  dire^  cit  ttiwciliet  (TembrSJtment,  fa^i  dtfiuter  iet  haja  m 
♦♦  prepartr  ta  formation  d*Mm  gmivertiemtHt  " 

^r  Ajpci  a  1  liDpaiuaic  i'ottcrit^,  ?©!•  ii.  p. 49.  Traiiflation,  ?ol.ii. 
p.  41. 

.  *'  fallacy 
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fallacy  of  which,  from  the  levity  of  their  compofi- 
tion,  efcapes  the  (hafts  of  rigid  animadverlion  :  fuch 
are  the  bear  of  Berne  ;  the  Nor  man  who  wanted  to 
be  king  of  ^merita ;  the  lame  man  and  Ijare,  and 
many  others,  which  arc  introduced  throughout  his 
works,  and  dated  with  falfe  and  malignant  ap- 
plications. The  familiar  appellation  of  ''  Tom 
Pain,'*  by  which  he  is  generally  known,  con- 
tributes to  a  delufion  that  fandions  his  audacity, 
and  apologizes  for  many  of  his  errors  ;  that  he  is  a 
young  man.  But  let  thofe  whom  his  example  may 
tempt  to  follow  his  fteps  recolleft,  that  Tom  Pain 
is  now  approaching  that  term  which  experience 
marks  out  as  the  limit  of  human  lite  ;  that,  at  the 
age  of  threefcore,  he  has  neither  wife,  child,  home, 
nor  country ;  that  all  men  have  renounced  him, 
as  he  has  renounced  his  God. 


V4 
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JEROME    PETION, 


Tt  has  often  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  Frendi 
*  revolution,  that  the  frenzy  of  popular  predile£Hon, 
the  zeal  of  private  friendmip,  or  the  temerity  of 
individual  arrogance,  has  occafloned  the  application 
or  affumption  of  names  and  epithets  to  which  the 
party  for  whom  they  were  deftined  had  fo  Httlc 
claim,  that  they  have  been  fiiccefsfuUy  converted 
to  terms  of  reproach  by  merely  repeating  them 
ironically.  The  hiftories  of  anaent  and  modem 
times  have  been  ranfacked  for  appellatives,  which 
have  been  applied  with  the  moft  ludicrous  impro- 
priety, and  epithets  which  ought  only  to  be  the 
meed  of  long  tried  merit,  have  been  inconfiderately 
laviihed  on  men  whofe  names  juftice  would  have 
ftigmatized  with  every  mark  of  opprobrium  and 
difgrace.  Petion  affords  an  inftance  of  this  kind. 
His  partifans,  with  a  ridiculous  folemnity  and  at 
fe^ed  reiteration,  attached  virtuous  to  his  name, 
till,  for  a  time,  it  became  common  in  France  to 
call  him  the  virtuous  Petion^  though,  in  fad, 
moderate  talents,  exceilive  vanity  and  relfi{hnefs,m* 
veterate  rancour,  and  confummate  hypocrify  were 
ills  principal  charaderiftics. 
Birth  ind  Petiou  ^jvas  bom  at  Chartres,^  but,  till  the  revolu- 
pro  e  on,  ^^^^  ^^^^  j.^  totally  unknown,  that  little  can  with 
certainty  be  recorded  of  him.  He  was  a  juvenile 
compiuiion  of  his  townfman  Briflbt,  and,  like  him, 
bred  to  the  profeffion  of  the  law  ^    He  is  faid  to 

f  Roland's  Appetl^  voUi.  p.  54* 

have 
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have  been  a  mere  pettifogging  advocate,  -who  gained 
a  livelihood  by  encouraging  village  litigation,  but 
of  fo  bad  reputation  that  many  feudal  lords  rdufed 
him  permiflion  to  plead  in  their  courts  "^^    He  was  PuHiic. 
alfo  the  author  of  fome  fpeculative,  political,  and  *****"•• 
moral  drafts,  which  were  afterwards  coUefted  and 
publiflied  in  three  volumes,  but  are  fp  little  recom* 
inended  by  (lyle  or  matter,  as  to  fatigue  the  patience 
without  informing  the  underftandine  '•     Petion  was  Free- 
a  member  of   the  new  lodges  of  mafonry,  and  ™'*^* 
particularly  of  that  of  the  Contrat  Social^  where  he, 
together  with  Orleans,  la  Fayette,  Mirabeau,  and 
feveral  other  diftinguifhed  charafters,  formed  the 
political  committee  '• 

The  connexion  which  Petion  thus  formed  with     irt^f' 
Orleans  might  probably  procure  his  eleftion  to  the^{^*^^^ 
cohftituent  aflfembly,  though  it  is  faid  he  owed  it  to  ((icuent 
the  favour  of  the  clergy,  whom  he  afterwards  re-  ^^^^^n* 
paid  with  infult  and  perfecuiion  \     He  was  confi- 
dered  a  devoted  adherent  to  the  duke,  and  for  a 
long  time  afted  that  part  with  fd  much  fuccefs,  as 
to  obtain  through  his  means,  wealth,  influence,  and 
importance "",   though  it  is  probable  that  he  only 
pretended  an  attachment  to  his  patron,  in  order  to 
promote  his  own  interefts,  and  that  he  was>  from 
the  beginning  of  his  political  career,  at  heart  a 
republican  *.  In  faying  that  Petion  was  a  republican, 
I  do  not  wi(h  to  be  underftood  that  be  was  fo  much 
attached  to  that  form  of  government  as  to  have 
facrificed  to  his  prediledion  any  opportunity   of 
promotion  which  a  monarchy,  a  regency,  a  diftator- 
(hip,  or  a  triumvirate  might  have  aflforded.     Had 
Orleans  poflefled  courage  and  confiflency  enough 
to  avail  lumfelf  of  the  opportunities  which  the  times  , 

4  Apologie  des  Projett,  Sec.  p*fti5* 

'  See  CEuvret  de  Petion.  •  Robifon*t  Prooft,  p. 403* 

*  FennePg  Review,  p.  4,29« 

■  Seepages,  toI.  i,  p.  4*0.  46s,     Hiftory  of  the  Briflbtinet  by  Ct- 
biUe  Definoulinfty  paiTim,    Conjuration  dc  d*Orleani,  paflim* 
>  Sec  Robi(bB*s  Ptrcoft,  p.  376* 

prefented 
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prefented  for  his  advancement,  Petion  ^could  haVc 
remained  content  in  the  fituation  of  governor  to 
his  children,  which  had  been  promifed  him  ^^  unlefs 
fome  opportunity  had  occurred   of  gratifying  his 
ambition,  or  his  love  of  degrading  his  fuperiors,  by 
adopting  a  different  party. 
Concilia         hi  the  national  affembly,  Petion  was  diftinguiflied 
UtM  ^^'    ^^  ^^   adherent  of  Orleans,  though  he  occafionally 
difplayed'  thofe  republican  fentiments  which  many 
others  affcdled,  and  which,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution,  were  highly  popular,  though  the  people 
were  not,  at   firft,  prepared  to   approve  of  thofe 
aftions  which  rcfulted  from  them.     He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  club  Breton,  where  the  interefts  of  Or- 
leans  were  always   attended   to,   and  the  motions, 
afterwards  made   in    the  aflembly,   previoufly  dif- 
loth  June  cuffed  *•     He  was   one  of  the  members  who  took 
*789-     the  oath   in  the  tennis-court,  and,  on  the  day  of 
%yd.      the  royal  fitting,  difplayed  great  warmth  in  repro- 
bating the  conduct  of   the   king  *.      Petion*s  elo- 
quence was  not  calculated  to  make  a  great  impref- 
fion  in  an  affembly  which  contained  fuch  fpeakers 
as  Mirabeau,   Mauri,   and   Barnave,  'nor   was  his 
knowledge  fd  extenfive  as  to  afford  copious  elucida- 
tions  or  important  difclofures,   but  he  conftaiitly 
maintained  an  intimate  intercourfe  with  Briffot,  and 
borrowed  from   him  many  hints,  and  even  many 
rules  of  political  conduft  **.     Petion  was  one  of  the 
tabinet  council,  and  intimate  affociates  of  Orleans*, 
he  a(fifted  in  preparing  the  popular  commotions  in 
5fh  oa.     Oftober,  and  he  was  the  firft  who  denounced  in 
'ttf  Irator  ^^^  affembly,  the  pretended  orgies  of  the  gardes  du 
^'       corpsy  though  his  timidity  would  have  made  him 

y  Pag^s,  vol.  i.  p  470* 

*  Confpiracy  of  RobcCpif  rre,  p.  49. 

*  Debates.     Impartial  Hiltory,  vol.  i.  p.  94. 

*  Rolami's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.*54, 

«  Hiftoiy  of  int  Briflbiines  by  Camillc  Defmoulintj  p.  io«     Con* 
iuration  de  d^Orleans  voUi,  p*i34* 

completely 
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completely  ridiculous,  had  he  not  been  extricated 

from  his   embarraffment  by  Mirabeau''.     He  was 

during  the  tumuhs  which  occurred  at  Verfailles  on 

th^t  occafion,  one  of  the  moft  aftive  in  exciting  the 

mob  and  feducing  the  foldlers,  and  was  feen  with 

other  confpirators  difguifed  in  woman*s  attire,  and 

inftigating  afts  of  violence  *. 

When   the   affembly  removed   to  Paris,  Petion  Exeniont 

contionucd  his  labours  with  great  afliduity,  though  'embly* ' 

without  much  celebrity.     He  oppofed  la  Fayette's 

martial  law,  and  was  defirous  to  divelt  the  king  of 

the  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace.    Petion 

was  the  firft  who  propoled   the  refolution,  which 

was  adopted  by  acclamation,  imponing,  that  the 

French  nation  renounced  for  ever,  all  idea  of  con- 

queft,  and  confined  itfelf  entirely  to  d  fenfive  war  ^ 

This  declaration  was  one  of  the  firft  a6ts  of  political 

hypocrify,  by  which  the  French  legiflature  attempted 

to  impofe  on  the  reft  of  Europe.     Petion,  at  the 

time  of  propofing  it,  knew'  that  a  fcheme  had  been 

concerted  for  annexing  Avignon  to  the  dij^minions  of 

France,  which  was  afterwards  efFefl:ed  in  fpite  of 

this   decree.      This   acquifition   may  be  afFcftedly 

diftinguifhed  from  a  conqueft,  but  the  diftinftion  is 

rather  in  words  than  in  faft.     The  pope  had  not 

fufficient  power   to   defend  his  property  from  the 

French  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  deluded  by  intrigues 

and  alarmed  by   maffacres,  were  forced  to  throw 

themfelves  into  the  arms  of  their  treacherous  neigh- 

bouTS.     Petion  was   a   ftrenuous  promoter  of  this 

union  ;  he  made  a  fpeech  on  the  lubjeft  which  was 

ordered  to  be  printed,  and  which  difplays  a  mind 

fraught  with  wickednefs,  and  framed  for  iniquity '. 

He  was  once  called  to  the  prefident's  chair,  and  on   5«^  l^««» 
'  1790. 

.  ^     ^^  ^  Prefident. 

*  SecMiRABiAV.    Orleans. 

*  Conjiuaiion  dc  d^(^rUaii8»  vol.  ti.  p.  345. 

f  Debates,     Impnrtial  Uiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  341* 

S  Dtbatet.     Wilde's  A^^lrefs  10  the  Friends  of  tbc  People^  p.  479. 

that 
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that  occafion  highly  complimented  by  his  predeceflbr 
Lameth  ^. 
s}d  j«M      But  though  aiCduous  and  unremitting  in  his  ez« 
Kcnfto*    crtions,  Petion  never  obtained  a  coofpicuous  repu- 
VarcoDcf.  tation  ^  till  the  unfortunate  journey  of  Louis  XVL 
to  Varennes.     On  that  occafion  he  difplayed  a  ma* 
lignant  joy  in  the  anticipation  that  it  would  prove 
the  king's  ruin  ^.    He  was  gratified,  on  this  occa- 
fion, by  being  appointed  one  of  the  conuniffioners 
to  efcort  the  royal  family  back  to  Paris.    Tlie  mem« 
bers  of  the  deputation  were  particularly  inftrufted 
to  be  attentive  in  preferving  all  the  refpe£t  due  to 
inrtanty    the  royal  dignity '.    This  ii\iun6Uon  was  npt  re- 
tite  kin*     gsurded  by  Petion,  he  exulted  in  an  <^>porti|Bity  oi 
difplaying  the  rancour  of  a  grovelling  mind„  fcy  an 
unmanly  triumph  over  his  degraded  tovereign.    He 
and  Bamavc  were  feated  in  the  coach  with  the 
royal  captives.     He  held  the  dauphin  on  his  knee 
during  the  whole  journey  " ;   and,  in  convo'&tion, 
took  every  opportunity  of  infulting  the  king ".    He 
is  faid  to  have  difcourfed  affeftedly  on  the  necefiity 
of  bringing  the  king  to  trial,  and  eftablifhmg  a  re* 
public,     llie  diftincUon  fhewn  by  the  royal  family 
/to  Barnave,  who  preferved  a  more  dignified  and 
refpedful  demeanour,  increafed  Petion*s  averfion, 
and  rendered  him  the  implacable  foe  of  his  king  ^ 
•«FP«M        At  this  period,  from  his  intimacy  with  Briflbt, 
iitpiibiicin.  ^^  ^^  authors  of  le  Republicdin^  P^on  was  con* 

•  Debates.    Wildc*$  Addref*  to  the  Friends  of  ihe  People,  p.  479* 
1  He  is  thus  deicribed  in  a  pamphlet  intitled  Addreife  aux  Province 

**  Petion  de  Vilteneuve,  in  whom  you  h;tve  never  been  able  to  dii^in- 
•*  guifli  any  thing  but  the  confidence  of  foUy,  and  who,  vile  inftru- 
••  roent  of  fadious  men  !  refcmbles  the  criers  of  a  fair,  who  are 
••  Rationed  at  the  doors  of  theatres  to  make  a  noife  while  the  farce 
**  goes  on/*  Quoted  from  ChrilUc*s  Jitters  on  ibe  Revolutioai. 
p.  i3«.  n. 

k  KoUnd^s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  $%• 

1  Debates.     Hiliorits.     Moore's  View,  vol  .J',  p.  365. 

»  Conjuration  de  d'Orleaoc,  voL  iii.  p.  laj. 

•  BouilIe*s  Memoirs,  p.  406. 

•  Necker  q»  the  Revolution,  vol.  u  p.  }49* 
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fidered  a  rqmblicaii;  and  his  condud  on  the 
king's  return  tended  to  confirm  the  opinion '.  He 
argued  with  vehemence  againft  the  king's  inviola- 
Inhty,  and  for  the  propriety  of  bringing  him  to 
trial.  He  faid,  ^^  as  a  citizen  and  public  function-  nthjuif. 
**  ary,  the  king  is  fubjeft  to  the  law ;  if  above  the  f '^^*^'^L 
**  law,  he  is  a  defpot.  If  inviolable,  he  muft  be  kmg" 
•*  impeccable :  then  be  may  murder  with  impunity : 
•*  a  Nero,  a  Caligula,  may  indulge  his  fanguinary 
**  propenfities,  and  have  them  refpefted/'  Not- 
withftanding  the  difguft  excited  by  this  unjuft  affi* 
milation  of  Louis  XVI.  Petion  continued  in  the 
fame  ftrain,  and  concluded  thus :  '*  Either  the  king 
**  is  weak,  or  wicked ;  in  either  cafe  he  ought  to 
**  be  tried  ;  I  move,  therefore,  that  his  trial  be  de* 
•'  creed ;  and  that  it  take  place  before  the  af- 
•*  iembly,  or  before  a  convention  appointed  ad 
**  boc\^*  Thefe  violent  propofitions  were  over- 
ruled by  the  addrefs  and  eloquence  of  Bamave,  and 
the  falutary  check  which  fedlition  experienced  from 
the  well-timed  exertion  of  power  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars^  fo  alarmed  Petion,  that  he  began  to  affume 
the  veil  of  moderation ;  and  declared  that  although 
he  difapproved  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  he 
now  conddered  it  as  a  law,  and  would  fupport  it 
with  his  life'. 

The  defefUon  of  Bamave  and  his  party  had  fo  Perfew- 
reduced  the  ranks  of  oppofition,  that  Petion,  Robef*^  *"fi!ii^^ 
pierre,  and  Buzot  were  almoft  the  only  fyftematic^^**^' 
cavillers  at  the  proceedings  of  the  affembly  •.   When 
recovered  from  the  momentary  panic  with  which 
he  had  been  affeftcd,  Petion  refumed  his  wonted 
virulence.     He  had  always  endeavoured  to  fevour 
the  afcendancy  of  the  mob  ;  he  was  an  advocate  for 
the  unqualified  right  of  petitioning  by  every  indi- 
Yidual^  without  difldn^on ;  and  for  an  unreftrained- 

»  Hfftorical  Sketchy  p.  379.  \  Detwttf. 

'  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  3S5, 

•  Roland*9  Appeal^  wi.  u  p.  si. 

liberty 
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liberty  of  printing  and  publiihlng'^  \ritIiout  any  re- 
9tbMa3r.  fponfibility*  *^  Shall  non-a6Uve  citizens  (he  faid) 
**  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  petitioning  ?  You 
*^  compel  them  to  employ  force*  If  houfdceepcrs, 
^  you  require  that  they  (hall  fign  their  petitions : 
^^  fuppole  they  cannot  write,  are  they  to  be  deprived 
**  of  the  rights  of  man  ?  As  to  the  right  of  pub- 
**  lifliing  placards  ;  to  declare  a  printer  refponfiblc 
**  for  the  ills  which  may  arife  from  a  pofUng-bill, 
**  or  to  profecute  the  authors  and  their  abettors, 
"  would  be  to  deftroy  the  liberty  of  the  prefs : 
**  what  can  be  more  arbitrary  than  to  decide,  that 
"  fuch  and  Inch  maxims  have  a  tendency  to  difturb 
"  the  public  rninquillity  ?'*  He  perfevered  in  fimi- 
lar  fentiments  till  the  diflolution  of  the  affembly. 
lotU  Aug.  JJe  faid,  "  The  fovereignty  of  the  nation  is  one^ 
'  ''  indhifible,  ifialienable^  and  impcrfcriptible.  The 
**  nation,  in  dekgating  its  powers,  does  not  delc- 
*'  gate  its  fovereignty  ;  it  referves  the  right  of  ex- 
"  ercifing  that,  when  neceflary,  by  conventions,  or 
%y\  Aug.  «  infurredions.''  In  difcufling  the  fubjeft  of  libels, 
on  another  occafion,  he  faid,  **  That  a  probi- 
**  bition  to  calumniate  minifters  by  libels,  amounted 
''  to  a  charter  of  impunity ;  for  that  minillers  would 
*'  never,  or  very  rarely  be  convided  before  the  tri- 
*'  bunals.  What  effeft  (he  continued)  can  a  nio- 
''  mentary  calumny  produce  againft  a  life  dedi- 
•*  cated  to  virtue?  If  libels  proceed  from  levity, 
"  we  Ihould  defpife ;  if  from  folly,  pity ;  and  if 
"  from  malice,  forgive  them  ^**  Thefe  fentiments 
which,  though  ridiculous  from  their  exaggeratioa 
and  abfurdity,  were  highly  popular  y  and  his 
exertions  to  degrade  the  king,  whom  he  laboured 
to  deprive  of  the  power  of  pardoning,  and  to  di- 
Itinguifh  by  the  title  of  chief  public  fundionary 
pnly,  confirmed  the  opinion  that  Petion  was- a 
zealous  republican  "•     He  was  fuppofed  to  be  en- 

t  See  Debates  on  the  feveral  days  mentioned  in  the.  roargio. 
■  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p*  3S9.  400. 
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gaged  in  plots  mimical  to  the  fta^e,  and  the  friends 
of  government  watched  his  motions  with  fufpicion 
and  jealouly  *. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  appearances,  Petion  was  Attached 
ftill  attached  to  Orleans.  He  had  been  one  of  the  '^^'^^^^ 
moft  ftrenuous  advocates  for  his  acquittal  on  the 
charges  relative  to  the  fifth  of  October  \  ;  and  was 
one  of  the  privy  council  of  the  palais  royal  ^.  Or- 
leans was  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  fervices,  that  he 
refolved  to  exert  his  influence  to  get  Petion  defted 
mayor  pf  Paris  * ;  and  intruded  to  his  care  the  lafe  oaoHer. 
convoy  of  his  daughter,  and  her  governefs  madame  ^|i^^ 
de  Sillery,  to  London.  1'hc  motives  of  this  journey 
are  diflferently  dated.  Camille  Defmoulins  infi» 
nuates,  and  his  opinion  is  adopted  by  profefTor  Ro- 
bifon,  that  the  charms  of  the  two  females,  particu- 
larly the  youngelt,  were  employed  to  confirm  Pe- 
.  tion's  attachment  to  the  duke's  family  \  Madame 
de.  Sillery  pretends  that  his  attendance  was  merely 
an  ad  of  politeness,  dictated  by  the  danger  and  in- 
convenience the  ladies  would  experience  in  traverf- 
ing  the  provinces  of  France,  unaccompanied  by  a 
male  friend,  who  could  on  occafion  harangue  the 
people  and  the  municipalities  \  This  does  not  ap- 
pear a  fufliclent  rcafon  for  Petiou's  deferting  Paris 
at  a  period  fo  interefting,  when  the  conftitution  was 
juft  completed,  and  the  eleftion  for  mayor,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  new  commander  of  the  national 
guard  about  to  take  place.  There  was  undoubt- 
edly fome  fecrct  motive  for  this  journey,  but  its 
, precife  objeft  is  not  afcertained. 

Petion  took  leave  of  madame  de   Sillery  while  HUftay. 
ihe  wzB  changing   hprfes,  and  faw  her  no  more. 

m 

m 

«  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  117.  Impartial  Hiftory,  roKi.  p.  484. 

f  Conjuration  dc  d'Orle:)nt,  vol.  iii    i>.  83.  89. 

«  Hiftocy  of  the  BrilTotinM  by  Camille  Delmoulin*,  p.  10. 
'    •  Conjuration  dc  d'Orleans,  vol,  iii.  p.  i o£. 

'  *  Hiftory  of  the  Briffotinct,  p.  9.  Proofs  of  a  Corfinracy,  p.  2?t. 
•  *  P,i6dt  de  la  Conduitc  dc  Madame  dc  Gcniis  dc|ju*s  li  Revvln- 
tM0j  p-  a6. 

He 
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He  ftayed  itt  Ldhdon  but  eight  days  S  during  nAkll 
time  he  aflbciated  with  Tome  gentlemen  who  had 
adopted  Gallic  principles  of  reform,  and  honoured 
the  revolution  fociety  with  his  prefence  at  dinner*. 
Kccai.  When  Bailly  refigned  the  mayoralty,   Orleans 

immediately  difpatched  a  meflage  to  Petion,  requir- 
ing his  prefence  in  Paris  to  fill  the  vacancy  \  Du* 
ring  his  journey  to  London,  he  had  fpoken  on  the 
fubjeft  to  madame  de  Sillery.  He  told  her  he  en* 
tenained  no  doubt  of  being  unanimoufly  eleded, 
but  that  he  (hould  decline  the  office.  The  lady  ex* 
prefCng  fome  doubts  of  his  refolution,  he  faid, 
**  Whatever  entreaties  may  be  ufed,  if  I  accept  the 
^  poft,  I  am  content  that  you  fhould  ever  confidef 
**  me  as  the  moft  contemptible  of  mankind  ^'* 
Notwithftanding  this  proteflation,  which  he  fre- 
quently repeated  in  the  courfe  of  his  journey,  he 
obeyed  Orleans's  fummons  without  hefitation,  and 
Candidate  immediately  on  his  arrival  declared  himfelf  a  candi- 
waywaiiv  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  mayoralty.  His  prindpal  opponent 
''was  la  Fayette,  but  Petion  fucceeded  in  the  eleftion. 
It  is  faid,  and  I  believe  truly,  that  la  Fayette  wodd 
have  had  a  majority,  if  feven-eighths  of  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Paris  had  not  declined  voting  ^.  The 
royalifts  moft  probably  did  not  vote  on  the  occa* 
fion }  they  could  not  efteem  Petion ;  although  the 
king,  juftly  incenfed  againft  la  Fayette,  was  fo  little 
apprized  of  his  competitor's  malignity,  and  fo  litdc 
apprehenfive  of  his  power,  that  he  wiihed  him 
i9ihNoV.  elefted  in  preference  to  the  general*.  As  foon  as 
Sitatd.    |jg  jjj^j  gained  his  eleftion,  it  was  announced  to  die 

d  Precis  de  la  Conduitc  de  Madan«  OenUt  depnii  h  ftifohl* 

^  Flower  of  the  Jacobinic  p»  15. 

'  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  151. 

t  Fiicit  <jie  la  Conduite,  Sec.  p.ftj. 

^  Neck£r  on  the  Reyolution,  vol.  i.  p.  349.  Out  of  eighty  tbott* 
fand,  the  fuppofed  number  of  aflive  cititcni  in  Parity  only  ten  tbotl* 
fand  four  hundred  and  thirty  two  Yoted.  See  Mercure  Fmfoih 
/  l*)«du  26  Novembre  1791,  p.  189. 

^  Bcrtrand'ft  Memoirf^  vol.  i.  p.  a 59* 

8  afiembtyy 
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aflemUy,  by  a  letter  from  Petion  himfelf,  in  which 
he  requefted  the  legiflature  to  honour  with  fome 
Ipark  of  their  favour  the  man  whom  the  citizens  of 
Paris  had  honoured  with  their  confidence.  On  the 
motion  of  Couthon,  afterwards  fo  diftmguifhed  for 
fanguinary  ferocity,  the  eleflion  was  recorded  in 
the  proces  verbal y  as  a  juft  tribute  to  a  man  diftin* 
guiihed  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  principles  and  his 
zeal  for  the  public.  It  was  alfo  moved  that  the 
prefident  (hould  anfwer  Petion^s  letter,  but  the  pro- 
pofal  was  over-ruled  by  a  fuggeftion,  that  if  fuch  a 
pradice  were  eftablifl\ed,  the  prefident  would  be 
bunder  the  neceflity  of  writing  forty*four  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  thirty.three  fimilar  letters  to 
different  municipal  officers  ^ 

Petion  foon  difplayed  his  refolution  to  adhere  to  Encoti- 
thofe  principles  of  infurreftion  and  infubordination  ^^*  ^^* 
to  which  he  owed  his  popularity.     Far  from  at- 
tempting to  difcourage,  he  countenanced  the  attacks 
made  by  the  mob,  under  the  direftion  of  the  Jaco* 
bins,  on  the  club  of  Feuillans.     He  apologifed  for  47th.  Dec; 
their  violences  in  a  letter  to  the  aflembly,  by  which 
he  declared  that  Paris  was  divided  between  the 
friends  of  the  people  and  the  Feuillans,  and  that  the 
law  was  in  a  ftate  of  oppofition  to  the  public  opi« 
nion*    The  aflembly  on  reading  this  letter  decreed^ 
that  no  club  fhould  be  held  in  the  convent  of  the 
fi-devant  Fetlillans  ^ 

In  confequence  of  his  great  influence  with  the  Comtc* 
Jacobins,  Petion  was  confulted  on  forming  the  Ja^  IhTjaTobia 
cobin  adminiflration  '^.     Robefpierre   aflerts,    and  mitiiftr^. 
perhaps  with  truth,  that  in  this  inftance  Petion  was 
merely  the  tool  of  Briflbt,  and  recommended  im- 
plicitly fuch  minifters  as   his    political   preceptor 
pomted  out  \    He  was  however  in  high  favour  with 

k  Debates.. 

*  Ibrd.     Impartial  Hiftory,  Vo1«i.  p.48:f. 
■  Life  of  Dumoariez^  toI.  ii.  p.  177. 

•  Set  Robefpicrrt*!  Letter  to  Jerome  Petion>  Appendix^  U»  X. 
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this  unprincipled  adminiftration,  who,  together  vnA 
their  fautors,  exerted  every  effort  to  enhance  his  po- 
pularity. Dumouriez,  at  firft  by  a  moft  unwarrant- 
able breach  of  faith  towards  the  king  %  and  after- 
wards by  a  mifappropriation  of  the  fecret-fervice 
money,  furniflicd  him  with  the  means  of  libelling 
the  royal  family  •*.  The  funis  thus  received  and  ap- 
plied by  Petion  are  faid  to  have  amounted  to  a 
Exertion*  thoufand  livres  (43/.  1 5J.)  a-day ''.  When  the  re- 
againft  the  publican  nicmbcTs  of  the  cabinet  commenced  their 

king.  r  1  t  1  •  Tk    • 

outrageous  attack  on  the  royal  prerogative,  Peuon 
and  his  coadjutor  Manuel  aided  their  views  by  en- 
deavouring to  terrify  the  king,  that  he  might  be 
induced  to  make  his  efcCipe,  which  would  have 
amounted  to  an  abdication  of  the  throne,  and 
fpared  the  fadion  much  intrigue  and  exertion'. 
This  projeft  being  baffled  by  the  firmnefs  of  the 
king,  and  his  refolute  adherence  to  the  conftitution, 
Petion  endeavoured  to  infpire  the  people  with  a  con- 
tinual jealoufy,  that  the  king  was  defirous  to  take 
tid  May.  the  ftep  he  had  fo  repeatedly  declined.  Aftuated 
by  a  pretended  alarm  on  this  fubjeft,  Petion  wrote 
to  the  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  mention- 
mg  his  fufpicions,  and  requiring  him  to  increafe  the 
patroles  about  the  Tuilleries,  both  in  number  and 
ajd.  force.  The  king,  informed  of  this  circumftance, 
wrote  to  the  municipality,  complaining  of  this  unjuft 
fufpicion,  and  declaring  his  confidence  in  the  na- 
tional guard.  He  faid  that  he  was  informed  of  all 
the  mana'uvres  which  had  been  employed  to  agitate 
the  public  mind,  and  compel  him  to  leave  the  ca- 
pital, but  that  they  would  be  tried  in  vain.  The 
effeft  of  this  letter  muft  have  been  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  views  of  the  faftion,  had  the  public  been 
permitted  to  perufe  it  calmly  and  without  pen'er- 
fion ;   but  Petion,  anxious  to  prevent  this  effe^ 

•  See  Dumouriez.  p  RoIand^s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  79. 

n  Hidory  o^  the  Bridbtinet  by  Caiuille  Definouiins,  p.  38. 
'  Conjuration  dcd'OileaDSj  rol.iv.  p.  170,  173.  187. 
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publ!(bed  a  long  letter  animadverting  dn  that  tmtteil  M^* 
by  the  king,  replete  with  fallacious  argufnents  and 
evafive  fubtleties.  Not  fatisfied  >vith  this,  he  pro*  ^S^^* 
cured  a  deputation,  who  unexpectedly  appeared  at 
the  bar  of  the  affembly,  and  denounced  the  pub- 
lication of  the  king'8  letter  as  a  crime  againO:  the 
nation.  Their  orator  declared,  that  "  if  Petion 
**  loft  the  public  confidence,  there  was  no  longer  any 
««  fafety  for  the  people.'*  The  fpeaker  was  fre* 
quently  interrupted  on  account  of  the  irregularity 
of  his  proceeding ;  but,  favoured  by  the  galleries^ 
he  was  heard  to  an  end,  and  invited  to  the  honours 
of  the  fitting.  Thougl^  the  affembly  paffed  to  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  denunciation,  the  deput- 
ation was  of  ufe  to  thofe  who  contrived  it,  as  it 
ferved  to  inflame  the  public  mind,  and  increafe  the 
popularity  of  Petion  ••  A  few  days  afterwards,  a  ajdi; 
riot  was  organized  which  threatened  a  renewal  of 
the  fcenes  of  Oftober  1789;  the  king's  guard  was 
infulted,  and  the  cap  and  flag  of  anarchy  planted 
over  the  principal  gate  of  the  caftle;  the  whole 
city  exhibited  an  appearance  of  alarni  and  agitation^ 
the  fittings  of  the  affembly  were  declared  perma- 
nent,  and  the  houfes  illuminated  j  but,  probably  for 
want  of  a  determinate  projeft,  the  infurreftion  fub- 
fided^ 

When  the  Jacobin  adminiftration  was  difmiffed^  nifrtiifiioft 
the  conteft  between  that  fadion  and  the  friends  of  ^iJlJf  jj; 
the  king  became  more  inveterate  and  violent  than  miniftijH 
ever.     Petion  co-operated  with  his  old  affoeiates,  ^^"^ 
and  refolved  to  ufe  every  means  which  his  popu- 
larity and  influence  afforded  to  reduce  the  royal 
power  to  a  nullity,  or  to  render  the  king  implicitly 
fubfervient  to  the  miniftry  or  regent  whom  he  fa- 
voured.    An  infurreftion  was  projected  and  organ-* 

* 

•  Impartial  Hiftory,  vo\.  ii.  p.  %!,  For  copies  of  the  fetters  on  this 
Otcafion,  fee  Merciire  Francois,  N^  du  l  Juin  f  79>i  pt  6o.— >And  for 
the  proceedings  in  the  aflembly,  fee  Debates. 

*  Mcrcurc  Francois  du  1  Juin,  p.  64. 
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feed,  in  which  it  is  moft  probable  that  the  uWmate 
intention  was  to  facrifice  the  whole  royal  femily ; 
though  the  confpirators,  not  daring  to  avow  the  ex- 
tent  of  their  defign,  had  not  exprefsly  commiffioncd 
any  individual  or  party  to  perpetrate  the  murder, 
^ni'for  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^y^  before  the  infurrcftion,  Petion  dif- 
inforwc.    played  the  utmoft  aftivity  in  exciting  the  mob  of 
^on-         the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine" ;  he  and  Manuel  covered 
the  walls  of  Paris  with  placards  highly  abufive  of 
19th  June,  the  t'oyal  family  "".     The  day  before  the  infuir^dion 
was  appointed  to  take  place,  and  while  the  nrinds 
of  the  people  were  in  the  greateft  fermentation,  a 
dinner  was  given  in  the  Champs  Elyfies^  at  which 
were  prefent  about  five  hundred  guefts.    Anacharfis 
Clootz,  who  but  two  days  before  had  propofed  to 
depofe  the  king,  fat  as  toaft-mafter  ;  Dugazon  the 
adtor  fang  couplets  threatening  deftruftion  to  the 
king;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  Gorfas  dechred, 
that  on  the  morrow,  not  the  oak^  but  the  affin  of 
liberty,  muft  be  planted  in  the  garden  of  the  Tuil- 
leries  "*.    The  Jacobin  club  had  declared  their  fit- 
tings permanent ;    and^  the  projefted  infurreftion 
was  formally  announced  by  a  declaration,  that  the 
inhabitants   of  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine   would 
meet  in  arms  and  prefent  a  petition  to  the  king, 
requiring  him  to  fanSion  the  decrees  agaiaft  the 
^  priefts,  and  for  forming  a  camp  round  Paris  *.    The 

affembly  took  no  adlive  meafures  to  difcourage  thefe 
proceedings,  and  Petion  openly  favoured  them, 
loth.  On  the  day  of  the  infurreftion,  Petion,  in  imi- 

^gs  on'bc  *^^^^  perhaps  of  Orleans,  abfented  himfelf  from 
nob.        Paris :  he  went,  no  one  knew  wherefore,  to  Ver- 
£&illes\      Roederer,  procureur-general-fyndique^  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  and  formally  aa- 

"  Life  of  Dumoiiri(z>  vol.  ii.  p.  391. 

*  Conjuration  de  d*Orieans,  vol.iii.  p.  175. 

r  Fennel's  Review,   p.  67.     Conjuration  de  d^OrlcanSy  vol.  iii* 
p.  174. 

2  Impartial  Hiflory,  vol.  ii.  p.  41, 

•  Idtm»  vol.  ii.  p.  45*    Piaylajr's  Hiltory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  hot. 
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nonnced,  that  a  coUeflion  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
men  in  arms  was  formed  on  the  place  where  the 
Baftille  ftood ;  that  they  were  encouraged  by  the 
tadt  approbation  of  the  aflembly  and  the  munici- 
pality, and  by  the  prefence  of  three  members  of  the 
legiliature  ;  he  faid  that  their  intention  was  to  pre- 
fent  a  petition  to  the  aflfembly,  and  afterwards  to  go 
in  a  body  to  the  Tuilleries .:  he  requefted  the  legif- 
lature  to  fupport  their  own  dignity,  by  adhering  to 
the  law  which  forbad  the  presenting  of  petitions  by 
armed  men,  and  by  refufmg  admifllon  to  the  peti- 
tioners. This  application  produced  a  debate,  in 
which  the  propriety  of  following  Roederer*s  advice 
was  ftrongly  enforced.  Brfore  this  fubjeft  was  fully 
difcufled,  the  mob,  headed  by  Santerre  and  St.  Hu- 
nige,  prefented  themfelves  at  the  door  of  the  halK 
They  fent  in  a  petition  to  be  admitted,  ftating  that 
their  number  did  not  exceed  eight  thoufand.  La- 
fource  fupported  the  petition,  and  averred,  as  from 
his  own  knowledge,  that  if  they  were  received  in 
the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  they  would  leave  their  pe- 
tition there,  and  not  proceed  to  the  palace.  Swayed 
by  this  argument,  and  terrified  by  the  impetuofity 
of  the  mob,  the  aflembly  at  length  admitted  them. 
Their  petition  was  read  by  one  Huguenin,  formerly 
an  advocate  in  the  parliament  of  Nancy ;  he  was 
^n  old  man,  almoft  feventy,  remarkable  for  bis  gi- 
gantic ftature,  bleared  eyes,  and  ferocious  afpedt. 
The  petition  or  memorial  was  contained  in  eight 
pages,  and  every  fentence  was  replete  with  threats 
and  inveftives  againft  the  king  and  queen.  When 
he  had  finifhed,  a  motley  and  fqualid  band  of  the 
moft  wretched  outcafls,  drawn  from  all  the  recep- 
tacles of  beggary,  idlenefs,  and  infamy  in  Paris, 
marched  through  the  hall :  they  were  armed  with 
pikes,  rufty  fwords,  fcythes,  pitchforks,  twy-bills, 
bludgeons,  pickaxes,  and  clubs.^  This  miferable 
battalion  confifted  of  coalmen,  chimney-fweepers, 
(hoe-blacks,  wharf-porters,  negroes  i^ale  and  female, 
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and  women  of  the  loweft  and  moft  abandoned  clafi. 
They  carried  divers  enfigns,  with  infcriptions  denot- 
ing fanguinary  ferocity,  occafionally  intermixed  with 
coarfe  and  vapid  ribaldry  :  among  the  latter  eflPorts 
may  be  enumerated  feveral  pairs  of  ragged  black 
breeches,  which  were  hoifted  on  poles,  with  the  in* 
fcription,    Hbres^  et  fans-culottes  ;    fome  were  half 
naked)  and  carried  their  rags  on  the  point  of  a  pike; 
fome  bofe  on  their  pikes  pieces  of  bread,  cheefe,  or 
other  food.     This  difgufting  troop  occupied  the  hall 
of  the  affembly  three  hours,  and  at  their  departure 
left  with  the  prefident  a  banner,  in  token  of  frater* 
Bity.     They  then  divided  into  three  companies,  one 
under  Santerre,  another  under  St.  Huruge,  and  a 
third   commanded    by   the  Amazonian   proftitute, 
Theroigne   de   Mericourt.      After   furmounting  a 
flight  oppofition,  or  rather  their  own  fears  of  oppo- 
iition,  from  a  guard,  who  were  either  difaffefted, 
or  would  not  a5  without  orders,  they  occupied  all 
the  apartments  in  the  palace,  and  committed  thofe 
horrible  outrages  which  endangered  the  lives  of  all 
the  royal  family,  and  will  ever  ftigmatife  the  legifp 
lature,  the  municipality,  and  the  people  **• 
Conduaof.     When  the  mob  had  exhaufted  every  eflFort  of 
PciiQnt      infult  and  brutality  which  their  ferocious  hcenriouf- 
nefs  could  diftate ;  when  they  had  perpetrated  every 
violence  ftiort  of  abfolute  murder,  from  which  by 
-fome  unaccountable  impulfe  they  were  reftrained, 
Petion  made  his  appearance.     He  was  driven  in  his 
carriage  up  to  the  palace,  with  the  air  of  a  man 
perfectly  at  leifure  *.     Convinced  that  the  day  would 
not  pi^oduce  the  advantages  his  faction  expefted, 
•that  the  king  would  not  be  induced  by  terror  to 
fanftion  the  decrees,  and  that  the  mob  had  hot  been 
duly  prepared  to  exterminate  the  royal  family,  he 

b  See  THE  King,  fi;c.  Debatetand  Hiftories.  Moofe's  Joornalf 
yol.  ii.  p,  zoi,  et  feq.  Fenners  Review,  p.  69,  et  feq,  CoojuratkA 
^e  d'Orleans,  vol.  in.  p.  176,  el  feq.  and  the  Journals, 

f  f  layfau^t  Uiitory  of  Jacobinilm,  p.  40^. 
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thought.  It  would  be  beft  to  affume  an  appearance 
of  kindnefs.  He  faid  to  the  king,  "  Sire-,  I  was 
"  only  this  moment  informed  of  your  fituation/*— 
**  That  is  extraordinary,  (faid  the  king,)  for  I  have 
^^  been  in  this  fituation  above  three  hours**.'*  Pe* 
tion  then  affured  the  king  he  had  nothing  to  fear ; 
which  produced  from  the  king  that  energetic  reply> 
in  which  he  difclaimed  the  influence  of  fo  degrading 
a  fentiment '.  He  added  with  pointed  indignation ; 
**  Go,  fir,  Europe  will  be  your  judge.''  Thefe 
words  inflamed  Petion's  rancour,  and  increafed  his 
animofity  againft  the  royal  family  \  For  the  pre- 
fent,  however,  he  reftrained  his  anger,  and  dif- 
perfed  the  mob.  Mounted  on  a  ftool,  he  faid, 
**  Citizens,  you  have  nbw  made  your  defires  known 
*^  to  the  hereditary  reprefentative,  with  that  energy 
*^  and  dignity^  which  become  a  free  people,  who 
^'  underftand  their  rights.  The  king  at  prefent 
*'  knows  the  intentions  of  the  fovereign^  and  will 
*'  undoubtedly  pay  a  proper  regard  to  them*  You 
^*  ought  now  to  retire  with  calmnefs  and  decency, 
*'  that  your  intentions  may  not  be  calumniated." 
A  deputation  from  the  national  aflembly  foon  after- 
wards arrived,  and,  in  their  ufual  cant,  proffered  to 
make  a  (hield  of  their  bodies  for  the  king.  This  ilU 
timed  offer  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  difperfion  of 
the  mob,  who,  at  the  command  of  Petion  and  San- 
terre,  evacuated  the  palace  ^. 

Petion's   mifconduft    on    this    occafion  was   fo  His  fuf- 
flagrant,  that  the  directory  of  the  department   of  P*"^**^"- 
Paris  thought  proper  to  fufpend  him  and  Manuel 
from  their  funftions.     When  this  decree  was  known 
in  Paris,  every  exertion  was  made  to  render  th^ 

*  Moore's,  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  »I7.  ThisaflTcnlon  of  Potion's  muft 
have  been  a  f alfity,  or'  at  leaft  an  equivocation  \  for  he  knew  all  the 
preparations  for  the  event,  and  purpol'eiy  ablentevl  hlmi'elf  that  k« 
might  not  be  called  on  to  interfere. 

«  Sec  THE  King. 

^  Peltier's  late  Pi^ure,  vol.  i.  p,  i *a. 

f  Hiftories.     Muorc's  Journal,  vol.  ii,  p.  21 7« 
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authors  of  it  odious,    and   to  procure   the  rein* 
ftateraent  of  the  popular  officers.     Petion  publHbed, 
in  anfwer  to  the  letter  of  the  direftory  of  the  de. 
partment,  an  apologetical  pamphlet,  intitled,  Generid 
Rules  of  my  Condud  towards  the  People^  in  which  he 
declared  it  as  a  fundamental  principle,  that  he  would 
never  caufe  the  blood  of  the  people  to  be  flled^ 
This  declaration,  which  confounded  every  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  peaceable  citizen  and  the  audacious 
violator  of  public  repofe,  rendered  him,  if  poffible, 
more  popular  than  before.     Numerous  deputations 
were  fent  to  the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  who  mingled 
with  their  petitions  and  declamations  on  behatf  of 
the  virtuous  mayor,  the  mod  atrocious  calumnies 
againft  the  king  and  his  advifers  ^     Danton  endea- 
voured  to  excite  the  commune  in  Petion's  behalfS 
and  Robefpierre  wrote  a  fevere  inventive  againft  the 
direftory  of  the  department  \     The  king  wiflied  to 
decline  interfering,  but  the    affembly   would  not 
lath  July,  permit   him   to  difplay  his  forbearance.     He  was 
fiirrifem.  ^bJ'g^^  ^^  confirm  the  decree,  of  the  department, 
biy.         and  when  his  proclamation  to  that  effeft  had  been 
read  in  the  aflembly,  and  Petion  prefented  himfelf 
at  the  bar  to  reply,  Bazire  infolcntlv  exclaimed, 
•^  Let  us  now  hear  the   language  or  virtue  and 
•*  truth.*'     His  apology,  which  was  a  feries  of  ab- 
furd  fables  compiled  mth  the  moft  barefaced  dif- 
regard  of  confiftency  or  probability,  was  received 
nth.     with   clamorous   plaudits,   he  was   invited  to  the 
Rciior.      honours  of  the  fitting,  and  by  a  decree  reftored  to 
the  exercife  of  his  effice  ".     This  meafure  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  refignation  of  the  direftory  of  the 
department  V  but  the  rancour  of  Petion  was  not 

fc  Playfah's  Hiffory  of  Tacobinirm,  p.  41Q.  * 

1  See  Debates  from  15th  June  to  ijih  July, 
k  Sec  Manuel. 

1   Dcfcnfcar  de  la  Conftituiion,  p,  431. 

w  Debates.     Sec  alfo   Fenncrt  Review  \    Pelticr*t  late   PiSuTC  { 
Mooic's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  j  and  the  Htftories, 
»  luipvual  iiiitory^  vol.ii.  p.  77. 
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to  be  fo  tppeafed,  he  commenced  an  active  perTecn* 
tion  of  k  Rochefoucault,  who  had  been  prefident 
of  the  direftory,  and  finally,  with  the  affiftance  of 
the  ungrateful  Condorcet,  procured  his  murder  ^ 

At  the  confederation,  Petion  was  oftentatioufly     i4tl»«. 
exhibited  as  the  popular  idol.     His  name  was  in-  fj7hc  co^^ 
fcribed  on  the  baimers,  and  on  the  hats  of  the  mob,  feacratum. 
whofe  general  cry  was  Vive  Petion!  Vive  le  vertueux 
Petion  !  a  bas  la  Fayette  /  a  bas  le  veto  /  a  la  lanterne 
les  arijhcrates  !  Petion  ou  la  mort !  &c.  Several  mem- 
bers of  the  legiflative  aflembly  were  infulted  by  the 
pretended  conquerors  of  the  Baftille,  who  faid  that  if 
Petion  had    not  been  reftored,  they  would  have 
wreaked  their  vengeance  on  the  aflembly  ^ 

The  faftion  to  which  Petion  belonged,  now  dif-  «^ifc  J«'y* 
played  all  the  exultation  of  fubaltem  triumph  with  i^^^"[i,t 
the  ferocity  of  implacable  hate  ;  they  encouraged  the  king, 
moft  flagrant  infults  and  circulated  the  moft  atrocious 
calumnies  againft  the  royal  family.  An^ong  other  re- 
ports which  gained  eafy  credit  with  the  mob  was  that 
of  a  large  quantity  of  arms  being  concealed  in  the 
palace.  The  king,  with  his  ufual  candour,  invited 
Petion  to  attend  and  fearch ;  the  mayor  refufed, 
but  fent  a  deputation  of  fix  municipal  officers,  and, 
though  they  were  perfectly  faiisfied  that  there  was 
no  truth  i\i  the  fuggeftion  which  occafioned  their 
vifit,  Petion  would  not  certify  the  faft  fo  une- 
quivocally as  to  remove  the  popular  fufpicion. 
The  arts  of  the  faftion  were  fo  fuccefsful,  that  the 
mob,  who  terrified  and  governed  the  city,  were 
eager  to  commence  afts  of  riot  and  hoftility,  but 
the  fear  of  the  national  guard  reftrained  them  from 
attacking  the  palace.  The  night  was  difgraced  by 
tumultuous  and  incendiary  meetings,  and  in  the 
day,  the  unreftrained  rabble  committed  every  a6t 

•  Confiderationt  on  the  Nature  of  the  French  Revolution,  by  Mallet 
du  Pan,  |>.  46.  n«    - 

F  Mercnre  Francois,  N^  du  21  Juillet  I79«.  The  reader  i«  referred 
to  this  publication  for  a  judicious  defciiption  of  the  ceremony  of  the 
day. 

of 
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of  violence  and  Airy  which  licentidu&cfe  and  poli- 
«7»h«     tical  fanaticifm  could  fuggeft.     Among  other  in- 
^ge«"hc    ft^i^ces    may   be    mentioned   the   attack  made  on 
mob.         d'Eprcmefnil,  who  but  a  few  years  before  had  been 
one  of  the  popular  idols.     He  was  walking  tran- 
quilly in  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries,  when,  without 
any  known  provocation,  a  numerous  party  attacked, 
wounded,  robbed,  and  dripped  him  naked;  they 
were  about  to   have  executed  him  a  la  lanterncy 
when  he  was  refcued  by  a  detachment  of  nadonal 
guards,  who  carried  him,  though  fuppofed  to  be 
dead,  to  the  guard-houfe  of  the  treafury.     Pedon 
attended,  but  unwilling  to  check  and  unable  to 
juftify  this  mob,  he  politically  feinted  away^. 
lotb.  To  encourage  the  rabble,  and  counteraft  their 

thi  mII.^^  dread  of  the  Swifs  and  national  guards,  the  dema- 
feiiloif.  gogues  of  Paris  fent  for  a  troop  of  ruffians  from 
Marfeilles,  men  reeking  with  the  blood  fhed  in 
JaiVlefs  violence  at  Avignon,  incapable  of  remorfe, 
and  rendered  additionally  ferocious  by  the  con- 
currence of  climate^  education,  and  pradUce.  Their 
march  to  Paris  was  marked  by  ads  charafteriiHc 
of  their  principles;  robbery,  rape,  and  murder  at- 
tended  their  footfteps ;  they  recruited  their  bands 
with  all  the  abandoned  wretches  whom  want  or 
infamy  had  rendered  defperate,  and  arrived  at  Paris 
near  feven  hundred  in  number.  In  their  progrefe 
from  the  Barriere  du  Trone^  where  they  entered,  to 
the  mayor*s  houfe,  which  was  at  the;  other  extremity 
of  the  city,  they  gave  a  fample  of  the  conduft  diey 
intended  to  maintain,  by  infulting  and  defying  the 
inhabitants ;  they  infifted  that  filken  cockades 
ftould  not  be  worn,  but  that  worfted  (hould  be 
fubfUtuted,  and  overthrew  the  (tails  where  ribband 

q  See  Debates  and  llidories.  Peltier^s  late  Piaure»  vol.  i.  p.  30. 
P'Epicintlnil  rccoveied,  though  grievoufly  wounded  \  be  employed 
h\%  Ai  ti  eiTart  of  return  ing  lirength  in  vi  riting  to  hi>  fovereign  to  beg  fo(- 
ii;iveners  for  that  conduct  which  had  accelerated  the  revolutiop.  He  was 
^viii|otin<;d  during  thf  tyranny  gf  Robefpiciret 
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cockades  were  fold.  The  national  guard,  confiding 
of  thirty-two  thoufand  men,  and  the  citizens  re- 
monftrated  in  vain,  they  were  terror-flruck  by  this 
handful  of  refolute  banditti,  and  forced  to*  fubmit* 
Petion  received  the  Marfeillois  with  cordiality  and  ^ 
exultation,  he  exhorted  them  to  be  unanimous,  and 
provided  them  with  barracks  in  the  fauxbourg  Mont- 
martre,  which  were  afterwards  exchanged  for  thfe 
barracks  of  the  Cordeliers,  in  the  feAion  du  Theatre 
Franfois.  Thefe  ruffians  did  not  take  pofleffion  of 
the  refidence  afligned  them  by  the  mayor  til!  they 
had  fignalized  their  own  ferocity,  and  demonftrated 
the  pufillanimity  of  the  Parifians,  by  attacking  a 
party  of  the  national  guard  who  were  dining  in  the 
Champa  Elys:esj  fome  of  whom  they  killed  and 
wounded,  and  took  others  prifoners,  with  very  Ihtle 
refiftance  ^ 

Encouraiged  by  this  reinforcement,  Petion  aflumed  %A  A«y, 
a  more  decilive  conduft.     Aftuated  by  his  faftion,  ^'j*J^^*^^ 
the  feftions  of  Paris  had  been  for  fome  time  in  the  depofc  \\m 
daily  habit  of  fending  petitioners  to  the  aflembly  to  *"°S- 
demand  the  king's  fufpenfion,  while  the  more  re- 
ipe£table  inhabitants  had  attended  with  protefts  ot 
counter-petitions.      The   aflembly,   inftead   of  ter- 
minating thefe  indecorous  fcenes,  fanftioned  them 
by  indecifion,  and,  at  length,  a  petition  was  drawa 
up  by  Chenier,  the  poet,  and  CoUot  d'Herbbis,  the 
actor,  fubfcribed  by  a  numerous  tribe  without  diC- 
tin£Uon  of  feftions,  and  prefenred  by  Petion,  at  the 
head  of  a  deputation  of  the  commune..     This  petition 
was  replete  with  every  calumny  which  invention 
had  fraimed  againft  the  king,  and  every  fuggeftion 
with  which  malice  had  endeavoured  to  blacken  his 
intentions.      It  concluded  by  requiring  a  decree 
which  (hould  ordain    ^^  not  his  fufpenfion  till<  the 
♦*  country  fhould  be  no  longer  in  danger,  but  his 

»  Hiftorief .     Playfair*«  Hiftory  of  Jacojbinifm^   p.  4J  f.    FelticrU 
}9le  Picture  of  Parisi  fol*  i.  p.  i8.  vol*  ii.  p^  415.    ^  ..     . 
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**  forfeiture  of  the  crown/'  It  i$  remarkable  that 
this  petition  deprecates  the  formation  of  a  repub- 
Ec,  and  feems  only  calculated  to  procure  the  depo- 
.fition  of  Louis  X  VI.  It  fays,  *'  while  we  have/«c6 
**  a  king,  liberty  can  never  be  eftaWiftied  ;"  aiid  in 
another  place,  "  as  it  is  very  doubtful  that  the  na- 
*^  tion  can  ever  place  confidence  in  the  prefent 
•*•  dynajiyy  we  pray,  &c/*  Thefe  expreffions  afford 
ftrong  proofs  that  Petion  was  ftill  attached  to  Or- 
leans, and  laboured  for  his  advancement,  and  de- 
monftrate  the  juftice  of  Robefpierre's  obfervation, 
that  the  republic  glided  in  by  fteatth  anK)ng  the 
various  faftions.  The  petition  was  received  widi 
acclamations,  ordered  to  be  printed  and  fent  to  the 
departments,  and  referred  to  a  fpecial  committee', 
f oth.  But  although  the  afcendancy  of  faflion,  aided  by 
J«Hnr^iie^^^  clamour  of  the  galleries,  had  procured  a  b- 
ittittritc-  vourable  reception  to  this  petition,  the  final  event 
^^  could  not  be  intrufted  to  the  aflembly,  where  tl^ 
royalifls  and  conftitutionalifts  dill  retained  a  ma* 
jority.  The  report  of  the  fpecial  committee  was 
deferred,  and  the  infurredion  organised  which  ter/- 
minated  in  dethroning  and  imprifomng  the  kio^i 
In  that  part  of  this  work  where  the  infurre£tion  ib 
defcribed,  Petion's  conduft  is  carefully  pourtrayed*. 
I'he  leading  features  confift  in  his  having  been  in 
the  palace  till  the  infurre£kion  was  in  full  force,  and 
then  evading  his  duty  of  protefting  the  royal  fe- 
mily,  by  procuring  an  order  from  th^  national  a(< 
feebly  requiring  hig  attendance  at  the  bar;  hs 
feeing  nominated  one  of  the  three  members  of  the 
new  commtmey  after  the  oW  commune  had  been  driven 
out :  and  his  giving  an  order  to  Mandat  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  afterwards  caufing  that  offic^ 
to  be  muixterod  and  the  order  taken  out  of  hia 

•  Debates.     Hiftoriet.     Playfaii^t  Hiftory  of  Jacobtnirm,  p.  ♦»?• 
Moore'f  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  1 5.     Fclticr'ft  l^tc  PiAiire  of  Parisj  tol.  i« 
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pockcl.  The  two  former  tranfeftions  are  fufficient 
to  ftigmatize  his  name  with  indelible  infamy,  but 
thofe  who  applaud  (hit  trench  revolution  are  fo  far 
from  difapproving  his  conduft  that  they  confider  it 
meritorious,  and  generally  mention  it  with  applaufe^ 
The  order  given  to  Mandat,  in  which  Petion  did 
his  duty,  is,  on  the  contrary,  adduced  as  an  inex<« 
pLs^ble  offence,  it  formed  part  of  the  accufation 
againft  the  Briffotines " ;  and  madame  Roland  un* 
dertakes  his  defence  in  thefe  words  * :  "It  is  not 
**  till  lately  that  Petion's  enemies  have  thought  of 
**  faying  that  he  went  to  the  palace  to  defend  it ;  . 
*'  while,  in  faft,  he  was  expofed  to  the  greateft 
^*  danger  while  he  remained  there  himfelf ;  it  is 
"  not  till  lately  that  they  have  circulated  the  ca- 
*'  lumny  of  his  having  given  an  order  to  Mandat 
*'  to  fire  on  the  people.  I  alk  for  what  purpofe 
•*  Petion,  detefted  by  the  court  and  cheriflied  by 
*'  the  people,  fliould  have  betrayed  the  latter  and 
*'  protefted  the  former,  when  its  fall  was  approach- 
*'  ing ;  he  who  had  fought  againft  it  in  the  pleni- 
*^  tude  of  power,  and  had  already  acquired  popu- 
^  larity,  what  reafon  could  he  have  for  rifking  his 
'^  popularity,  when  the  people  had  the  beft  of  the 
•'  game  ^.  I  put  out  of  the  queftion  the  philofopher 
*'  and  zealous  citizen,  I  confider  only  the  man, 
•*  and  it  is  demonftrative,  that  under  the  influence 
^^  of  ambition  or  intereft,  the  conduft  attributed 
*'  to  Petion  is  repugnant  to  common-  fenfe ;  and 
^  that  if  his  integrity  would  not,  his  judgment 
*'  would  have  prevented  his  adopting  it.  He  could 
**  not,  from  the  nature  of  his  place,  march  at  the 
^'  head  of  the  infurreftion ;  it  was  neceffary  to 
^^  confine  him,  and  tie  his  hands  that  he  might  not 

V  See  the  A6>  of  Accufation  againft  them,  and  the  Report  by  BiU 
laud  Varennes,  made  Juiy  I5i  1793. 

'  See  Obtervations  raptdes  fur  TA^te  d* Accufation  contre  let 
Pepuies.     Appel  a  Plmiwrtiale  Poftent^,  vol.  ii.  p.  57, 

y  Lorfque  Ic  Pcuple  avait  plus  beau  jeu.     On'i. 
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<^  cotinterad  it.    The  blunderers  of  the  emnrne 
**  forgot  to  do  fo,  and  I  remember  that  Lanthemas 
**  went  twice  from  the  mayor's  hotel  to  the  hoieUde- 
**  ville  to  order  a  ftrong  guard  for  Petion's  refi* 
f*  dence/*     In  this  ftatement  madame  Roland  does 
not  relate  truly,  or  argue  corrcdly.     It  is  not  tnie 
that  the  fads  relating  to  Mandat  had,  at  the  time 
Ihe  wrote,  been  but  recently  circulated,  they  formed 
part  of  feveral  narratives  colleded  at  the  period 
when  they  occurred,  and  publifhed  fpeedilj  after- 
wards  * ;  nor  was  his  condud  fo  devoid  of  policy 
as  fhe  would  make  it  appear.     Though  the  infur* 
redion   was  ftrongly  combined,  there  were  manj 
reafons  to  doubt  its  fuccefs,  and  Petion's  hypocri- 
tical condud  was  calculated,  not  to  offend  the  peo- 
ple, bur,  as  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  to  fecure  his 
immunity  without  prejudice  to  his  popularity.    It  is 
alfo  to  be  recoUeded,  that  at  the  time  he  gave  this 
order  (8th  Auguft),  the  affembly  had,  by  the  ac- 
quittal of  la  Fayette,  (hewn  that  they  were  not  im- 
plicitly governed  by  the  diforganizing  fadioji,  and 
the  council-general  of  the  commune  contained  many 
members  inimical  to  his  views,  and  who  had  (hewn 
the  greateft  indifference   to   his  caufe  during  his 
fufpenfion;    it  was    neceffary    for   the   mayor  to 
temporize  with  them  till  he  was  fecure  of  their  de- 
ftrudion  j  and  accordingly,  the  firft  aft  of  the  new 
commune  was  to  murder  Mandat,  and  fupprefs  Pe- 
tidn*8  order.     The  whole  of  his  conduft,  even  ac- 
cording to    madame   Roland's   (latement,   was  a 
compound  of  ftubborn  malignity,  treacherous  hy- 
pocrify,  and  pitiful  cowardice '. 

»  Sec  Moere's  JournaU  vol.  i.  p.  149.  Pdticr'$  htc  Piflcre, 
Tol.  t.  p.  144.  It  is  however  eafy  10  ro^pofe  that  the  faA  allinied  to 
might  be  true,  though  not  publicly  recoideil,  as  all  the  journals  which 
were  not  (Icvoted  totlie  ufurping  miuiftiy  weiefupprefled. 

«  See  Brissot.  Alfo  Impartial  Htl^ory,  vol.ii.  p.  89.  P9g^» 
vol.  i.  p.  471*  478.  486.  Moore's  Journal,  vol.i.  p.  5^.  144.  14K. 
m.  Hjiyfair'f  Hiltory  of  J'cobinifm,  p  434.  Account  ot  the  Re- 
volt and  MafTacre,  p.  19.  Hiltoiical  and  Political  Account  by  t 
National  Guard,  p.  13.  33.  FennePs  Kevi€V79  p.  3.55.  358,  359. 
Conjuration  dc  d^Orleans,  voj.  iii.  p.  197. 
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The  friendly  exertions  of  Petion^s  party  were  at-  ,,(h. 
tended  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  he  was  tor  a  fhort  Treatment 
thne  confined  to  his  houfe  under  a  guard,  but  r^ya/^fa. 
when  the  king's  fufpenfion  had  been  pronounced,  miiy. 
he  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  thanked  the  aflembly 
for  their  conduft^  As  fome  fears  were  ftill  ex- 
preffed  for  his  perfonal  fafety,  he  was  conftantly 
attended  by  two  armed  men  as  a  body  guard.  It 
was  even  afferted  that  two  men  had  attempted  to 
aflaffinate  him,  and  they  were  arrefted  and  im- 
prifoned^  He  was  deputed  to  attend  the  royal  isth* 
family  to  their  prifon,  and  in  the  way,  and  on  thdr 
arrival,  behaved  with  the  moft  brutal  infolence* 
He  defired  the  queen  to  furvey  the  people  with 
more  -mildnefs,  as  the  fupercilioufnefs  of  her  looks 
gave  offence ;  and  pointed  out  the  place  where  the 
king  was  to  fleep  with  peremptory  ferocioufnefs  ^. 
During  their  whole  confinement,  Petion  treated 
the  royal  family  with  the  fame  malignant  infolence  '• 
The  piunder  of  the  palace  had  reduced  the  king  to 
fuch  a  (late  of  penury,  that  he  was  obliged  to  relieve 
his  immediate  exigencies  by  borrowing  a  fmall  fum, 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-fix  livres 
(no/.  I  ox.  ^d.)  from  the  Jacobin  mayor;  he  gave 
a  receipt  for  the  money,  which  was  publiflied  in  the 
Cbronique  de  Paris  with  an  infulting  comment. 
This  a£k  of  bafe  perfidioufnefs  was  accompanied 
with  conduft  no  lefs  mean  and  obdurate  ;  when  the 
king  was  reduced  to  the  rieceffity  of  applying  for 
money  for  his  daily  expences,  his  letters  to  Petion 
were  received  with  rude -indifference,  and  left  for 
feveral  days  unanfwered  ^ 

^  Debates.     Journals. 

«  Ibid,     Moore's  Journal,  vol.  1.  p.  103. 

^  Moore's  Journal^  vol.  i.  p.  101.  Fenners  Review,  p.  413.  See 
THE  KlNG»  &c. 

«  This  brutality  was  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  as  Playfair 
^ftl/obfervesy  Charles  I.  never  experienced  any  thing  har(h  or  hard- in 
comparifon  to  what  Louis  XVI.  fuffercd.  tiiilory  of  Jacobinifm^ 
p.  609.  n. 

^  Moore's  Journal^  vol,  ii,  p.  370. 
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Petioo*t  Petion^s  popularity  and  afccndancjr  Wtfc  coil* 
fitomtion.  ^^^^^  ^^^  increafed  by  the  events  ot  the  tenth  of 
Augufl,  he  was  hailed  as  the  magiftrate  of  the  peo« 
pie,  and  his  name  infcribed  on  a  fiag  hoifted  within 
the  precinfts  of  the  Tuilleries  to  commemorate  that 
eventful  day  *.  He  foon  found,  however,  that  his 
attachment  to  BriiTot  and  the  minillry  was  incom* 
'  patible  with  his  fituation  in  the  new  felf-formed 
council  of  the  commune.  That  body,  as  Petion 
afterwards  faid,  inflead  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
revolutionary  efforts,  which  had  already  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  though  it  more  digmfied  to 
enter  into  a  (late  of  rival(hip  with  the  legiilative 
affembly,  whofe  decrees  they  obeyed  or  refilled 
only  as  they  were  favourable  or  repugnant  to  their 
views  "*.  But  however  Petion  might  difapprovc  the 
ufurpations  of  the  commune j  he  had  hot  courage  oi 
integrity  fufficient  to  oppofe  or  refift  them,  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  a  cold  diftant  demeanor,  and 
iandioned  all  their  meafures  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  (hew  his  internal  fentiments  of  difgu(l«  This 
conduft  was  fufficient  to  expofe  him  to  the  rancour 
of  the  Jacobins,  who  overwhelmed  him  with  de- 
famation. He  was  not  poffeffed  of  the  energy  re* 
quifite  to  flem  this  torrent,  but  threw  himfelf  help- 
30th.  lefs  into  the  hands  of  his  new  adverlaries.  He 
wrote  a  canting  letter  to  the  fe6lion  des  Halles  in 
vindication  of  his  own  condud  towards  the  commune^ 
in  which  he  meanly  flattered  them,  and  excufed 
himfelf  by  general  profefTions  of  zeal  for  the  public 
lift,  good  *.  To  conciliate  ftill  more  the  wavering  popu- 
lace, he  attended  the  next  day  at  the  bar  of  the 
alTembly,  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  of  the  com* 
muncj  and  fandioned  by  his  prefence  thofe  pro* 
ceedings  which  demonftrated  that  the  diforganlzing 

f  Peltier's  late  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p.  197. 

k  Pction'8  intended  Speech  on  Louvct*«  charge  againftRobefpierre* 
See  Mercurc  Frangois,  N«  du  17  Novembre  179*,  p*  X90» 
I  Peltier's  late  jf  i^ure^  vol.  ti.  p.  19 1^  2^%» 
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lafHon  in  the  commune^  not  content  with  deftroying 
royalty,  were  determined  to  reign  paramount  to 
every  other  exiftuig  authority,  and  to  brave  and 
awe  the  legiflature  kfelf  ^. 

Thus  trembling  for  his  popularity,  and  ready  to  q*A^*p^* 
embrace  every  excefs  rathef  than  rifk  a  dipaihution  ation7on 
of  It,  it  is  rcafonably  prefumed  that  Petion  took  an  his  con- 
active  Ihare  in  promoting  the  fatal  maflacres  which  ri"gthe' 
occurred  To  foon  after  this  difgraceful  fcene  in  the  mauacrw. 
afiembly ;  and  the  prefumption  receives  additional 
confirmation  from  his  known  attachment  to  Or- 
leans, and  his  intimacy  with  Manuel.  He  is  feebly 
defended  by  Garat  and  madame  Roland.  Garaf 
merely  fays  that  Petion  was  kind  and  humane,  and 
had  a  4ae  averfion  and  horror  for  the  fhedding  of 
human  blood  \  This  negative  acquittal  is  not  of 
great  importance  in  itfelf,  for  even  if  the  genial 
aflertian  were  true  as  to  the  reft  of  Petion's  life,  his 
condud  on  this  day  might  exhibit  him  in  a  new 
light,  and  alter  the  impreffion  made  by  his  former 
anions.  The  defence  however  is  in  itfelf  of  no 
£3rce,  for  however  a  French  revolutionary^  journalift 
-and  minifter  of  ftate  may  reafon,  it  is  not  poflible  for 
Ae  thinking  part  of  any  other  community  to  ton- 
cede,  that  the  defender  of  the  maffacres  at  Avi^on, 
the  employer  of  the  Marfeillois  in  Paris,  the  mfur- 
gent  ot  the  twentieth  of  June,  and  the  confpirator 
<jf  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  had  aily  horror  of  bloodflied. 
Madame  Roland,  fpesdcing  of  Amar's  aft  of  accufa- 
iion  againft  the  Briffotines,  fays,  'f  The  reporter 
.**  has  not,  in  the  flighteft  manner,  adverted  to  the 
**  maflacres  on  the  fecond  of  September ;  he  has 
^^  avoided  a  dilemma  by'  not  adopting  any  conclu-^ 
**  fion,  for  the  Mountaineers  have  made  ftatements 
**  diametrically  repugnant.  When  Roland  de« 
*^  noqnced  thefe  maflacreS,  the  Jacobins  aflerted 
•*  that  they  were  the  work  of  the  people,  inflamed 

^  See  Bri>sot.  >  Garat*s  Memoirs,  p.  t/. 
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**  to  vengeance ;  they  confidered  it  a  crime  to  rc- 
*^  fizin  ^om  applauding  them ;  and  when  Petion 
^^  and  his  colleagues  obtained  a  decree  to  profecote 
*'  the  authors  of  thefe  fcenet,  they  called  Petion  and 
•*  the  right  fide  enemies  of  the  people  and  of  li- 
•*  berty.     Now,  fince  this  decree  is  fallen  into  ne* 
**  gleft ;  now,  that  the  Jacobins  triumph,  and  the 
**  twenty-two  are  profcribed,  the  Jacobins  thcm^ 
*'  felves,  and  Hebert  among  the  foremoft,  impu- 
"  dently  aflfert  that  the  maffacres  were  the  work  of 
•*  the  bafe  Petion  "."     Admitting  this  to  be  a  ^ood 
party  argument,  it  is  far  from  eftablifliing  Penon's 
innocence,  it  only  fliews  that  the  Mountain  were, 
as  well  as  their  opponeius,  frequently  guilty  of  in- 
confidencies  in  argument  and  conduct.     Tlie  fa£b 
are  not,  however,  exaftly  agreeable  to  aiadame  Ro- 
land's ilatement,  Marat,  even  while  he  attributed 
4hefe  ads  to  the  people,  admitted  and  ftrongly  af« 
ferted  that  Petion  was  a  principal  promoter  and  ac* 
complice.     He  fays  :  '^  As  to  the  maflacres  of  the 
.*'  fecond  and  third  of  September,  it  is  an  atrodtj 
•*  to  reprefent  them  as  the  work  of  a  gang  of  bri- 
>'  gands :  if  fo,  the  aiTembly,  the  minifter  of  the  in* 
.*'  terior,  and  the  mayor  or  Paris  were  the  male&c- 
'*  tors ;  and  nothing  can  wafti  them  clean  from  the 
*'  crime  of  not  having  prevented  aflaflinations  that 
**  lafted  three  days.     But  they  will  doubtlefe  6y, 
**  it  was  impoffible,  being  equally  the  aft  of  the  na- 
<<  tional  guards,   the  federates,    and  the  peq>le. 
•*  Petion  refted  tranquilly  at  table  with  Briflbt  and 
**  his  friends,  and  difdained  to  quit  the  party  even 
**  for  receiving  the  commiffioners  fent  by  the  affem- 
*'  bly  to  charge  him  to  (top  thefe  excefles "/'    The 
flimfy  reafonings  of  Petion*s  advocates  have  not  been 
able  to  prevent  difcerning  men  of  all  nations,  and  of 

»  Obfenrationt  rapidety  &c.    Appcl  a  Tlmf artiale  fofiiriU,  vol.  ii, 

V*  5'* 

n  Journal  de  Marat,  No.  105.  Q}iote<l  in  Arthur  Young^s  Fxampb 

of  France,  a  Waioiog  to  Britaiiiy  |)«  i)S« 
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both  parties,  royalift  and  republican,  from  confider- 
ing  and  accufmg  him  as  the  chief  contriver  and  pro- 
moter of  thefe  horrible  tranfaftions.  Arthur 
Young  makes  an  exception  favourable  to  Marat,  in 
dating  the  comparative  guilt  of  that  incendiary  and 
Petibn  ^  Montjoye  and  Peltier  exprefsly  aver,  that 
he  was  the  principal  promoter  of  the  maflacres  ^ ; 
and  the  republican  Pagis  repeats  the  fame  accufation 
in  various  parts  of  his  hiftory,  and  with  all  the  vio- 
lence of  unqualified  reprobation  **. 

Leaving,  however,  thefe  ill-managed  efforts  of 
exculpation,  and  general  cenfures,  it  plainly  refults 
from  all  apparent  drcumilances,  that  Petion  knew 
and  confented  to,  if  he  did  not  command,  the  fcenes 
whidi  difgraced  his  mayoralty.  After  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  municipality,  he  had  been  invefted  with 
power  to  order  out  all  the  armed  force  in  Paris,  and 
could-  at  pleafure  have  terminated  a  carnage  which 
was  begun  and  conducted  only  by  a  fmall  band  of 
hireling  rufHans '.  From  his  window  he  could  fee 
the  carriages  full  of  priefts  defigned  for  flaughter  go 
over  the  pont  "net^*  j  and  from  rooms  in  his  hotel  he. 
could  not  avoid  hearing  the  fcreams  of  the  dying, 
and  the  ihouts  of  the  murderers,  in  two  diflferent 
prifons  *.  The  infurrcdion  was  twice  announced 
in  form,  as  having  begun,  and  going  to  begin, 
yet  Petion  took  no  notice  of  it ".  A  deputation 
of  twelve  commiffioners  was  fent  to  Petion  by  the 
aflembly,  to  confer  on  the  ftate  of  public  afrairs : 
if  we  may  believe  Marat,  he  fat  at  table  with  Briffot, 
and  fhewed  no  inclination  to  receive  them*;  and 
when  at  length  they  werb  admitted,  kept  them  till 

*  Example  ef  Prance,  Sec,  ubi.fupra. 

P  See  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  74.      Peltier's  late  Piflure, 
vol.  ii.  p.  »3o.  n. 
*)  See  Hiftoire  Secretet  Tol.  i.  p.  479.  vol.  ii.  p.  40.  3x9. 
'  Playfair't  Hiftory  <)f  Jacobinifm,  p.  499. 

*  Peltier'i  late  Piflure,  vol.  ii.  p.  ?c6. 

*  Playfairi  ubi  fupra.  ^  Garat*ft  Memoirs,  p.  iS. 
'  See  quotation  trom  Marat,  above. 
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two  o'clock  in  the  morning  coEverfiiig  en  hiH- 
ferent  topics,  and  never  mentioned  the  maffiusts 
in  the  prifons.  He  was  afterwards  reproached  wkk 
this  fad  in  the  convention,  and  feebly  defeaded  hka- 
felf  by  faying  there  was  no  need  for  him  to  mesdoa 
an  event  notorious  to  all  'Paris,  or  to  defcant  on  a& 
evil  which  was  then  irreparable  ^.  He  even  told  a 
perfon  who  advifed  him  to  go  to  the  prifons,  that 
he  did  not  choofe  to  rifle  his  popularity  "•  Towards 
the  conclufion  of  the  maffacres,  Petion  made  he 
appearance  at  the  Bicetre,  where  the  mob  was  em- 
ployed in  pumping,  in  order  to  drown  a  few  pri- 
ibners,  the  melancholy  remains  of  this  iavage  car- 
nage, who  had  concealed  tbemfelves  in  cellars  and 
holes  under  ground.  He  addrefled  the  mob  h  die 
language  of  mildnefs  and  pretended  piiilo(b|)fcy» 
but  when  they  perfifted  in  their  proceedings,  caU? 
left  them,  faymg,  **  Well,  children,  make  an  eei 
"ofifr 
^IJj^jJlJ'  As  foon'as  decency  would  permit,  Petion^ 
15th,  1 7 tb,  ^ared  at  the  bar  of  the  aifembly,  with  a  ftatement 
18th.  that  Paris  was  then  perfedly  tranquil;  and  after- 
wards  wrote  feveral  letters,  Rating  the  difpofition  of 
the  people  to  return  to  order,  and  requiring  diat 
State  of  energy  might  be  given  to  the  law  ^  At  this  period, 
Paris.       pj^j^g  ,^^y^  jj^  ^  fj^jg  q£  unparalleled  diforder;  the 

allied  armies  were  fuppofed  to  be  within  ^a  fhortdi^ 
ftance,  and  certain  of  reaching  the  capital ;  the  elec- 
tions fonnembers  to  the  convention  were  proceed- 
ing; but  all  appearance  of  freedom  or  regularity  was 
deftroyed  by  a  mob  of  pike  and  bludgeon  men,  ffbo 
conftantly  befet  the  eledors  ;  the  populace  addided 
themfelves  to  plunder  to  a  degree  fo  audacious,  that 
watches,  jewels,  and  trinkets,  were  fhatched  from 

f  Sec  Debates,  lift  Januaiy  1793. 

»  Sec  St.  Juft's  Report,  8th  July  179^,  Peltier's  lite  PMIo«  of 
Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  539. 

a  Peliicr's  late  Piaurc,  toI.  ir.  p.  36I5.  Playfair*«  Hiftorjrrf  Ja- 
cobin ifm,  p.  ij^g. 

^  Debates. 
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^e  perfoM  of  their  poile^ors  in  open  day,  and  Pe- 
tion  dated  it  to  the  aflembly  as  an  inftance  of  the 
people's  feflfe  of  propriety,  that  tauM  of  thefe  rob- 
bers had  beep  murdered  on  the  fpot ;  the  garde- 
meuble  de  la  ^uronne  was  broke  opeA,  and  plundered 
of  jewels  of  imiBenfe  value  ;   all  was  rapacity,  riot, 
infubQr4iBation,  and  terror  %  The  minifters,  alaxmed 
at  the  htbricane  they  had  excii}e49  were  deflrous  to 
leave  Paris,  to  carry  the  king  with  them,  and  transfer 
the  feat  of  government  to  a  more  tranquil  city  j 
Danton,  however,  flrenuouily  oppofed  the  n^eaTur^ 
and  Petion  reje^ed  it  with  indignation  ^.    It  has 
been  afferted  that  Petion,  accompanied  by  Manuel 
and  Kerfaint,  induced  Lonis  XVI.  to  require  the  re- 
treat of  the  combined  armies ;.  but  this  account,  fo 
hf  as  it  conneds  him  with  Manuel  in  the  tranfac-* 
tion,  is  difproved  by  Clery  %         • 
-  Notwithftanding  Petion's  official  fituation,  and  Kieaed 
the  ftrong  alliance  between  hhn  and  the  miniftry,  ^^^^^y  *® 
he  had  not  fufficient  influence  to  he  eleded  d€tputy  vcntign! 
to  the  convention  for  Paris  ^     He  was  however  re-» 
turned  for  Eure  et  Loire,  o?  Chartres,  which  place 
he  had  reprefented    in  the   conftituent  aflembly.^ 
His  popularity  was  now  rapidly  declining  ;  and  the 
iU  grace  with  which  he,  tho^  inftigator  of  commo- 
tion,  now  recommended  fubordinatbn  and  obe*' 
dience  to  the  laws,  contributed  as  much  as  any 
other  circumftance  to  diveft  him  of  the  public  fa« 
vour  •.      Though   he  was  not  chofen  deputy  for 
Paris,  he  was  re-elefted  mayor  of  that  city ;  but  this 
was  probably  a  manoeuvre  of  the  Mountain,  to 
make  him  refign  his  feat  for  Eure  et  Loire ;  if  fo, 
he  fruftrated  it  by  declining  the  mayoralty  in  the 

<  Debates.     Hiftories.     Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.4xi,  et  feq. 
^  Hittory  of  the  BnfTotines  by  Camilie  Di-fmoulines,  p,  ao. 

•  i'agby  vol.  ii.  p.  44.     Journal  de  Clery,  p.  105. 
'  Louvet*8  Narrative,  p   ao. 

<  See  Impartial  Hillory,  vol.ii.  p.  130.     Moore*8  Journal,  vol,  ]i« 
p. 459*    Pages,  \o\,  ii.  p.  40. 
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moll  pofitive  manner,  by  a  fhort  letter  to  the 
elcAorj". 

At  the  firft  meeting  of  the  convention,  vhcn 
royalty  was  abolifhed  without  deliberation  by  three 
hundred  and  feventy-one  members  out  or  fcvcn 
hundred  and  forty-five,  Petion  fat  as  prefidcnt. 
He  was  alfo  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  re- 
vife  the  c6nftitution  *,  His  policies  at  this*  time  arc 
extremely  doubtful ;  he  was  in  the  confidence,  and 
afted  with  the  Briflbtine  faftion^  but  it  is  feid  dnt 
he  continued  attached  to  Orleans,  and  laboured  to 
promote  his  views,  though  the  afcendancy  of  Marat 
and  other  worthlefs  charafters  prevented  his  public 
co-operation  *.  To  this  uncertainty  of  conduft  may 
be  attributed  his  apparent  inconfiftency  when  Lou- 
vet  made  his  denunciation  againft  Robefpierre.  Ifc 
coincided  in  the  views  of  the  Briffotines  fo  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  punifliment  and  difgrace  of  the  intended 
diftator,  but  was  anxious  to  prevent  fuch  a  difcuffion 
as  would  endanger  Orleans ;  he  therefore  avoided 
fupporting  Louvet  in  the  debate,  and  was  Inciidly 
to  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  but  he  adter- 
wards  publifhed  the  fpeech  he  intended  to  have  d^ 
Hvered  *. 

The  conteft  between  Petion  and  Robefpierre  now 
grew  to  a  great  exccfs  of  perfonal  rancour ;  in  ad- 
dition to  his  intended  fpeech,  Petion  publiflied,  and 
ported  on  the  walls  of  Paris,  a  letter  to  the  Jacobin 
club  againft  his  rival  °.  Robefpierre  anlwered  thcfe 
attacks  in  a  letter  replete  with  humorous  ■  fatire  and 
polifhed  ridicule,  and  fucceeded  in  making  his  anta- 
gonift  additionally  contemptible  \ 

*»  Merwre  Frap^oif^  N»  du  17  Oflobre  179». 

*  Sec  Debate*. 

^  Sec  Conjuration  de  d*0rleans,  vol.iii.  p.  119, 113,  A1foPag«»» 
vol.  ii.  p.  11. 

'  Louvei's  Narrative,  p.  13,  44.  See  alio  Mercure  Fnui^ois  N»  dn 
17  Novemb««  179*. 

^  A  fummary  of  rhU  fpeech  and  a  trandation  of  the  letter  to  thf 
Jacobin*,  are  given  in  the  Appendix,  N^  IX. 

»  Moore'$  View,  vol,  ii.  p.  395.    Sec  RoBESPi£ERE. 

Potion's 


P  E  T  I  O  N-  359 

Petion^s  exertions  in  the  convention  wefe  neither  Condoa 
ftrenuous  or  important ;  his  chief  efforts  were  em-  ^"„g»* 
ployed  on  the  king's  trial,  in  which  be  a£ted  with  trial. 
fuch  timid  duplicity  as  completely,  to  annihilate  his 
fmall  remaining  portion  of  popularity,  without  ferv- 
ing  the  king,  or  feeming  attached  to  his  caufe. 
He  appears  principally  to.  have  aimed  at  obtaining 
delay,  as  he  propofed  the  difcuflion  of  the  king's   %^  !>«?• 
inviolability,  and  remonftrated  againft  the  conven- 
tion fitting  as  judges ;  but  when  the  afipel  nominal  ^^^  J^"' 
was  to  decide  the  fate  of  Louis,  Pction  voted  him     *^'^* 
guilty,  relerving  only  a  difcuflion  on  the  propriety 
of  delay  ^     His  conduA  in  this  particulai:  excited 
great  indignation  among  the  populace,  it  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  high  crime  at  the  Jacobin  club,  and 
Petion  narrowly  efcaped,  or  rather,  obtained  a  ihort 
refpite  from  expulfion  ^. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  Petion  had  fome*'^  !»«• 
perfonal  altercation  with  Lepelleder,  and  when  that  ?/w» 
deputy  was  ailkflinated,  the  Mountain  took  advan-  party. 
tage  of  the  circumftance  to  accufe  Petion  as  an  ac- 
complice with  the  murderer.  A  long  and  tumuU 
tuous  debate  enfued,  in  which  Petion's  condud  in 
many  refpe^s  was  virulently  arraigned,  and  his  de- 
fence was  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the  vigour 
and  extent  of  the  attack''.  In  the  conteft  which 
enfued  between  the  Mountain  and  the  Gironde,  Pe- 
don  was  not  adive,  though  frequently  s^ttacked. 
His  known  connexion  with  Orleans  reitrained  his 
efforts,  and  perhaps  he  yet  retained  a  wifh  that  the 
views  of. that  conlpirator  Oiould  be  crowned  with 
fuqcefs,  as  he  could  never  be  induced  to  aft  ftre- 
nuouily  againfl:  him.  He  awaited  the  turn  of  events 
with  childifii  indifference,  or  hypocritical  levity. 
TTie  following  anecdote^  related  by  Louvet',  re-» 

o  DclMtefl. 

f  Moore^t  Journal,  rol,  ii.  p.  570.  57a.     Sft  alfo  p.  6 14. 

%  Debaret.     See  Kobcfpicrie  si  let  Commetuns,  vol*  ii.  p*  141. 

'  Louvet*s  NarratiT^i  p.  35. 
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fpeAing  the  confinracy  of  the  icrii  of  March,  mHU 
ihew  that  Petion  was  incredibly  (hipid,  or  fo  gres^  ah 
hypoaitc  that  even  his  own  fadion  could  not  de* 
pend  on  him.  Louvet  fays,  **  That  I  might  be 
^  near  the  conrendon,  I  had  taken  a  lodgmg  in 
*•  Honorc-ftreet,  very  little  above  the  Jaco&is. 
*^  About  nine  in  the  evening,  my  Loddflu,  who 
^*  had  gotten  home,  and  was  expeding  me,  heard  a 
^  frightful  tumult  and  horrible  cries.  Ever  anxious 
^  for  me,  who,  with  moft  of  my  friends,  had  lived 
"  for  three  months  furrounded  with  dangers,  con- 
*^  ftaiiUy  purfued,  threatened,  infulted,  obliged  to 
**  carry  arms  for  my  defence,  and  forced  to  keep 
"  every  night  from  home ;  my  dear  wife  canie 
«  down,  and  went  on  till  (he  came  into  the  gal- 
**  leries  of  the  fociety,  from  which'  the  noifc 
*'  iflfued.  She  heard  a  thoufand  ilsmders,  a  them* 
**  fand  horrid  fpeeches  uttered.  She  faw  the  lights 
*'  extinguiflied,  and  fabres  drawn.  She  oune  out 
*'  with  an  enraged  multitude,  who  went  to  the 
^*  Cordeliers  for  auxiliaries,  thence  to  return  forth- 
"  with,  and  attack  the  convention,  Lodcnfka  juft 
*«  came  back  when  I  returned.  Immediately  I  flew 
"  to  Petion's,  where  fome  of  my  friends  were  at 
**  fembled.  They  were  converfing  calmly  on  ccr- 
•^  tain  xiecrees  that  were  to  be  pafled  in  the  courfe 
**  of  a  few  weeks.  God  knows  how  difficult  I 
**  found  it  tp  roufe  them  from  their  fecurity.  At 
♦*  lafl  I  prevailed  on  them  to  refrain  from  appearmg 
*'  at  the  meeting  already  begun,  and  to  alfembk, 
•*  with  all  the  principal  perfons  profcribed,  in  an 
*«  hour's  time,  in  a  houfe  where  the  confpirators 
*«  would  not  expeft  to  find  us.  1  then  repaired 
<«  with  fpeed  to  the  meeting,  where  I  found  Kerv^- 
*•  1  gan,  deputy  from  Finifterre.  This  brave  maa 
**  haftened  to  the  farther  part  of  the  fuburb  St. 
*'  Marceau,  to  alarm  a  battalion  from  Brefl:,  which 
*'  very  fortunately  arrived  at  Paris  a  few  days  be- 
*'  fore,  and  had  been  detained.    This  battalion  re- 


P  E  T  I  O  N*  341 

^^  mained  all  night  under  anos,  ready  to  march  la 
^^  our  affiftance  at  the  firft  requeft,  or  the  found  of 
%  the  alarin*beU«  In  the  mean  time  I  went  from 
^^  houfe  to  houfe^  to  acquaint  Valaze^  Bu«)t,  Bar- 
**  baroux,  Salle*  and  feveral  others.  Briflbt  went 
^  to  inform  the  minifters  of  what  was  pafling ;  and 
^  the  minifter  at  war,  the  brave  and  unfortunate 
**  Beumonville,  having  fcaled  the  wall  of  hisr  gar- 
"  den,  had  already  joined  fome  of  his  friends,  with 
*•  whom  he  formed  a  patrole.  After  a  ramble  of 
^*  two  hours,  in  a  dark  night,  and  in  the  midft  as 
*•  it  were  of  my  affaflins,  I  arrived  at  the  place  of 
*'  rendezvous.  Petion  was  wanting.  He  was  in 
"  much  danger,  however,  if  he  remained  ^  his  own 
**  houfe.  I  returned  to  feek  him,  and  a  fmgle  in- 
**  cident  that  pafTed  will  depift  his  charafter.  As 
**  I  was  preffing  him  to  come  with  me,  he  went  to 
"  the  window,  and  opened  it ;  then,  having  looked 
**  at  the  weather,  he  faid,  //  rains j  there  will  be  nth 
'^  thing  done.  Notwithftanding  all  I  could  fay,  he 
**  perfifted  in  flaying  at  home.** 

On  the  triumph  of  the  Mountain  and  total  defeat  3«ftMay. 
ef  the  Briffotine  faftign,  Petion  made  his  efcape  ""  ^'^**'^ 
from  P^uris,  and  followed  the  fortune  of  thofe  who 
were  of  opinion  that  nothing  but  the  infurredion  of 
the  departments  could  fave  France '.  He  traverfisd 
a  large  part  of  France  with  a  patty  which  never 
muftered  more  than  nineteen  in  number  ^  They 
endeavoured  to  excite  an  infurredion  in  the  depart- 
ments,  but  met  with  very  little  fuccefs  ;  their  ene- 
mies were  numerous,  vidlant,  and  a^ve ;  their 
friends  few,  cold,  and  mert.  The  people  with 
great  propriety  diftinguiflied  between  the  caufe  of 
the  fugitives  and  their  own ;  and  many  who  would 
have  braved  every  danger  to  eftablifli  a  good  go- 
vernment, remained  perfeftly  neuter  in  a  conteft, 
the  event  of  which  could  only  decide  whether  their 

•  LouTer«  Namtivei  p.  49.  (  lifim^  p.  Sa. 
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lires  and  properties  fhould  be  at  the  diipolal  of  Pe- 
tion  or  Robefirierre ".     At  Caen  they  met  vmh  a 
fmall  (hare  of  protedion  and  temporary  encourage 
ment,  and  had  they  declared  in  nivour  of  royalty, 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  more  confident 
tially  treated ;  but  finding  them  folicitous  only  for 
the   advancement  of  their  own   faction,    general 
Wimpfen,  after  trifling  with  them  fo  as  to  prevent 
their  fuccefs  in  any  other  quarter,  finally  fiiiftraled 
an  intended  attack  on  the  city  of  Vernon,  abandoned 
their  caufe,  and  left  them  to  their  own  refourcesN 
After  leaving  Caen,  Pedon  and  his  affociates  wan- 
dered about  for  fome  time,  expofed  to  every  hard- 
i^p,  and  eagerly  purfued  by  their  inveterate  and 
adive  foes.      Petion  was  peculiarly  liable  to  be 
known,  from  the  publicity  of  his  late  fituation  in 
Paris,  and  ft'om  the  remarkable. ciicumftance  of  his 
having  grey  hair  at  a  very  early  age.    In  paifing 
through  a  village  named  Moncontoir,  he  was  re- 
cogni&d,  though  not  apprehended  K     In  general  be 
bore  his  fufferings  with  fortitude,  but  fometimes  ex- 
hibited fymptoms  of  defpair  ^.    At  length,  the  in- 
creafmg  vigilance  of  their  cjiemies  rendering  it  un« 
fafe  for  them  to  travel  in  fo  numerous  a  party,  the 
atid  death,  fugitives  difperfed  and  took  different  routes.    From 
this  period  the  fate  of  Petion  remains  uncertain :  by 
fome  he  was  faid  to  have  been  found  .ftabbed  in  a 
field  in  the  Gironde ;  by  others,  ftarved  to  death  in 
a  cave  in  Languedoc.     For  fome  time  after  the  fall 
of  Robefpierre,  hopes  were  entertained  by  his  ad- 
herents, that  he,  like  Louvet  and  lihard,  would 
emerge  from  concealment,  and  again  appear  in  the 
convention  * :  thefe  hopes  however  were  not  veri- 
fied,  and  doubt,  myftery,  and  conjedure  muft  ever 
attend  the  final  moments  of  a  man  who,  in  the  day 

"  Refidence  in  Fratice,  ediredby  John  Gifford,  vol.i.  p.stj* 

*  LouTet*t  Narrative,  p*  56*  et  Ctq. 

J  Idem,  p.  <{•  *  Idem,  p.  103*  149. 

•  MUt  Williami'i  Letters  io  1794,  ?oK  i.  p.  i68« 
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of  pride  and  upftart  infolence,  ava^mg  himfelf  of 
unmerited  popularity,  rivalled,  endangered,  and  in- 
fblted  his  fovereign. 

During  Petion's  flight,  his  wife  and  mother-in-  Fate  of  hit 
law  were  arretted  and  confined  in  the  prifon  of  ]^,||j^|j*"^ 
St.  Pelagic  **;     They  were  in  fuch  pecuniary  diilrefs,  jaw,  ^^^ 
that  they  were  fupported  only  by  borrowing  ^     The 
raother-m-law  was  guillotined ;  of  the  wire's  fate  I 
am  uncertain. 

Dr.  Moore  defcribes  Petion  as  a  fair,  well-looking  HUperfon. 
man,  of  genteel  addrefs,  and  cheerful  countenance^ 
with  an  habitual  fmile  **•      Madame  Roland  fays  ; 
**  The  ferenity  of  a  good  confcience,  and  mildnefs 
**  of  an  eafy  temper,  with  franknefs  and  cheerful- 
"  nefs,  diftinguHh  his  countenance'.*'     The  par- 
tisJity  of  this  defcriprion  of  Petion's  phyfiognomy 
may  be  correded  by  Bertrand,  who. fays:  "  His 
**  countenance,  which  at  firft  fight  appeared  open* 
^^  and  agreeable,  upon  a  nearer  examination  was 
^  infipid  and  devoid  of  exprefiipn  ^''     His  talents  Talents, 
were  for  -  from  brilliant  or  extenfive,  even  madame 
Roland  avows,  that  **  as  an  orator  he  was  cold,  as 
**  a  writer  his  ftyle  was  loofe  *.*'     Dr.  Moore  ftates 
him  to  have  been  "  a  man  of  confiderable  learning, 
**  though  not  To  much  as  he  wiflied  the  world  to 
**  believe  ;  of  fome  eloquence,  but  by  no  means  fo 
**  much  as  he  believed  himfelf ;  of  fome  judgment, 
*^  though  a  much  fmaller  portion  than  he  imagined; 
**  whereas  he  really  poflefled  a  very  comfortable 
**  fliare  of  vanity,  of  which  it  appears  he  was  per- 
"  fuaded  he  had  none  at  all  **/'     I  incline  however 
to  confider  even  this  account  too  favourable  to  Pe- 
tion's  knowledge  and  intellects,   and  think  he  is 
more  correftly  appreciated  by  Bertrand.     He  fays, 

k  RolaniPf  Appeal,  vol.  1.  p.  176. 

«  Appel  a  riiiipirtiale  Po06nt6,  vol.  ii.  p.  74.. 

^  Moore*8  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  1^0. 

e  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  jaiS.  ^  Memoirs,  vol.i.  p.  159.    ' 

K  Appeal,  vol.i.p.  is;*  ^  Muorc^s  View,  voU  ii.  p.4o«. 

«  Petion's 
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*'  Petion^s  want  of  inibrmatton,  his  heavy  elocution, 
**  meanly  trivkJ  or  abfurdly  bombaft,   made  mc 
^^  confider  him  as  a  man  by  no  means  dangerous. 
**  I  even  imagined  that  by  flattering  his  vanity  or 
•*  ambition,  he  might  be  made  ufeful  to  the  lung. 
**  His  conduit  has  proved  how  much  I  was  de. 
^  ceived ;  and  I  cannot,  even,  at  this  diftance  rf 
**  time,  refleft  without  pain  on  my  having  been 
M6ril       **  deceived  by  fo  filly  a  knave '."     Petion*s  virtue 
•haraaer.  ^nd  difintereftednefe  are  highly  extolled  by  madame 
Roland ;  flie  fays ;    **  Petion  is  a  truly  good  and 
<^  honeft  man,  equally  incapable  of  doing  the  leaft 
**  thmg  repugnant  to  juftice,    and  infiiding  the 
**  flightdl  injury  or  occafioning  the    leaft  uneafi- 
•*  nefs  to  any  one.    For  himfelf  he  can  negleft 
••  many  things,  yet  he  knows  not  how  to  refiifc  a 
"  favour  to  any  perfon'  in  the  world*.**     The  dit* 
intereftednefs  implied  in  the  latter  part  of  this  pa- 
negyric is  fubjeft  to  much  doubt,    as  Petion,  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  his  fa^on,  was  fofpeded 
of  having  greatly  enriched  himfetf  by  the  mofk 
palpable  peculation'.     It  is  no  anfwer  to  the  ac« 
cufation  to  ftate,  that  his  wife  was,  after  his*flight, 
left  in  diftrefled  circumftances,  and  when  iii  pntbn, 
expofed  to  want :  Petion,  though  pofleffed  of  no 
property,  lived  in  a  fplendid  ftyle,  and  his  flight  was 
ft)  unpremeditated,    as    not    to    afford   him    the 
m^ans.of  fecuring  his  property,  which,   like  the 
confifcated  wealth  of  others,  was  embezzled,  and  its 
amount  never  afcertained.     The  fir  ft  part  of  the 
hdy*s  eulogium  is  refuted  by  every  aft  of  Petion*s 
life ;   which  fully  juftifies  the  obfervation  of  Du- 
mouriez,  who  alio  had  fufficient  means  of  appreciat- 
ing his  chara&er,  that  he  concealed,  under  a  mild 
and  prudent  appearance,  a  heatt  coldly  wicked  ""^ 

i  Brrtrancrs  Memoirt,  Vol.i.  p.  a59* 
^  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  126. 
1  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  539. 
*  Life  of  Dumounez,  vol.ii.  p.  i%f* 
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TVTaximilien  Robefpierre  was  bora  in  the  city    trsf. 
^^  of  Arras ",  and  an  orphan  from  his  earlieft  in- 
fancy.    His  father  was  a  counfellor,  in  confiderable  Rober. 
praftice,  and  of  good  reputation,  but  fo  little  en*  P!*''j^**  . 
dqwed  with  prudence,  that  he  left  three  children  in  educiiion. 
the  utmoft  want*     It  has  been  aflerted  that  the  fub- 
jeft  of  thefe  Memoirs  was  the  nephew  of  d' Amiens, 
who  was  broke  on  the  wheel  for  an  attempt  to 
aifaflinate  Louis  XV,%  but  this  (lory  is  abfolutely 
untrue.     It  may  have  been  the  invention  of  fome 
indignant  royahft,  or  perhaps  of  fome  friend  of 
3Robefpierre  himfelf.      The  good  charader  of  his 
iather,  and  the  didrefs  of  his  children,  operated  fo 
much  in  their  favour  with  fome  of  their  relations 
that  they  ufed  every  exertion  to  procure  them  fome 
effeftual  prote£lion ;  one  of  them  took  the  charge 
of  the  dau^ter,  and  the  two  fons  were  recom- 
mended  to  the  bifhop  of  Arras,  who  brought  them 

n  The  principal  tranfaflions  of  this  blood-thirfty  tyrant's  lifft  are 
abri'li^d  from  ihe  work  of  Montjoye^  intitSed,  **  Hijhire  da  la  Conjurattpm 
4e  MatimiHen  tiobefpierrt.*^  To  M.  Montjoye  I  am  indebted  for  all  the 
particulars  of  Rober|>ierre*s  early  hiftory,  and  for  the  arrangemtnt  and 
diflribution  of  the  whole  work.  I  have  differed  with  him,  and  with 
mofi  writers  who  have  preceded  me  oh  the  fubjefl  of  Robefpierre'i 
calmrs  $  and  I  have  Aippreifed  fome  parts  of  hit  narratiire  for  brevity** 
fake,  and  others  from  a  conVidlion  that  they  fprang  from  mifinforns- 
atton  or  hafte.  Ail  thofe  parts  of  the  enfutng  narrative  for  which  06 
authority  is  given,  are  derived  entirely  from  him* 

0  See  Pelcier*s  late  PiAore  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  141.  aao*  Apolqgie 
des  Projets  des  Chefs  de  la  Revolution,  p.  ai6*  Perhaps  too  xht 
political  romance  called  Couteaii*s  Confd^ons  may  kuive  contributed 
to  give  currency  ta  the  report. 
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tip  vith  a  care  and  humani^  worthy  a  Chriitian 
paftor.     Ma^milian,  difdovermg  the  greateft  fhare 
of  genius^  ^nd  no  traits  of  thofe  vices  which  after- 
wards marked  his  charaftef ,  was  the  fiivoBrite  of 
the  worthy  bifliop  ^y  who,  aftfcr  leading  him  by  the 
hand  with  infinite  fatisfadlion  through  the  primary 
avenues  of  fcience,  obtained  for  him,  by  his  mtereft, 
an  exhibition,  or  annual  purfe,  af  the  college  <rf 
Louis'le-grand  at  Paris.     While  he  continued  in  diis 
lituation^^  the  hopes  of  his  patron  were  abundandy 
realized;  his  progrefs  was  rapid  and  honourable, 
he  was  generally  at  the  head  of  his  clafs,  and  ob- 
tained feveral  prizes.     He  exhibited  no  fymptom  at 
this  period  of  a  bad  heart  or  depraved  difpofition, 
but  every  one  thought  he  would  be  diftinguilhed  by 
his  pmoepce,  and  pafs  through  the  world  with 
feme  edat. 
Sfndiet  the      The  feme  of  his  fcholaftfc  triumphs  excited  ardent 
^*         hopes  in  the  bofoms  of  his  provincial  friends  ;  they 
recommended  to  him  to  ftudy  the  law,  and  to  make 
P^ris  the  fcene  of  his  exertions,  little  doubting  that 
the  fame  fuccefs  and  eminence  which  had  awaited 
him  in  the  univerfity,  would  be  bis  portion  in  the 
greater  fcene  his  profeflion  would  open  to  him.    To 
obviate  the  difedvantages  likely  to  refult  from  his 
unprovided  ftate,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  humanity 
of  a  gentleman  of  great  eminence  at  the  bar,  of  the 
name  of  Ferri^res^  who  gratuitoufly  received  him  as 
a  pupil,  and  undertook  to  provide  him  with  every 
thing  he  wanted,   while  he   was  profecuting  hw 
fiudies.     But  in  this  fituation  Robefpierre's  deii- 
ciencies  firft  became  apparent.     The  acquirements 
of  the  college,  as  it  was  then  regulated,  were  con- 
fined to  a  knowledge  of  the  lives,  actions,  and  a 
few  of  the  more  glaring  opinions  of  the  ancient 

f  It  hit  been  Taid  that  he  repaid  the  kindntft  of  this  worthy  piflor 
with  ingratirnde  i  but  the  fa6t  is  To  dighily  alleged,  r)i»t  I  am  littli 
inclined  to  givjc  it  credit.    See  Cbriltie's  Lettera  on  the  Rerolutioiiy 
,   p.  13a.  D. 

Romans. 
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Roma&s«     A  voung  Frenchman  was  brought  up 
without  any  reference  to  the  world  he  was  about  to 
inhabit^  as  if  he  had  nothing  to  learn,  no  model  to 
confult,  but  the  heroes  of  antiquity.     This  learnings 
requiring  only  a  good  memory,  and  affording  little 
fcope  to   the  exercife  of  genius  or  imagination, 
opened  an  eafy  road  to  puerile  celebrity,  Robef- 
pio-re  purfued  and  attained  it ;  it  was  flattering  to 
the  vanity,  becaufe  without  much  effort,  it  gave  an 
air  recherche  to  the  converfation  of  its  poffeffor.     To 
the  prevalence  of  this  tafte  it  is  to  be  attributed, 
that   during  the  French  revolution,  the  Lives  of 
Plutarch,  the  Annals  of  Tacitus,  and  other  me- 
morials of  the  vices  and  virtues  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans,  have  been  as  conftantly  quoted,  and  as 
hypocritically  defcanted  on,  as  the  Holy  Bit(le  was 
during  the  civil  commotions  under  Charles  I.  and 
the  usurpation  of  CromwelL     Robefpierre,  who  had 
been  accuftomed  to  conquer  fame  without  an  effort, 
in  this  eaiy  level  field,  was  difgufted  at  the  neceflity 
impoled  by  his  newly  ^embraced  profeffion  of  ac- 
quiring new   information ;    of   invefligating    anti- 
quity, of  taking  nothing  for  granted,  but  weighing 
in  the  balance  of  extreme  fcrupulofity,  the  difference 
between  truth  and  fpecioufneis,  falfehood  and  para^ 
dox;  of  examining  with  attention,  every  different 
complexion  of  men  and  things,  of  manners  and 
tnotives.     Ufed   to  the  facilities  of  collegiate  de- 
clamation,, where  it  is  only  required  to  illuflrate  a 
given  fubje^,  he  had  not  patience  fufEcient  to  go 
through  the  neceffary  labour  of  attaining  an  elo- 
,quence  .which  fhould,  by  its  perfpicuoufnefs,  flrength, 
and  fluency,  at    once  convey  information,  obviate 
ddubt,  penetrate  into  the  dark  receffes  of  latent  guilt, 
and  (Ufplay  in  their  flrongeft  light,  the  interefling 
features  of  calumniated  virtue.     Incapable  of  this 
exertion,  he  Ihrunk  from  the  tafk,  and  from  that 
period  commenced  an  avtrfion   to   literature  and 
library  charaders,  which  ,he  retained  during  the 
.remainder  of  his  life.    At  the  expiration  of  his  term 

of 
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t)f  ftudy^  his  ftiends^  who  now  expelled  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  all  their  hopes,  and  that  this  boafted 
genius  would  fpeedily  attain  the  higheft  honours, 
lent  one  of  his  relations  to  partake  the  triumph  of 
his  firft  impreffion.  On  his  arrival  in  the  ca^iital 
this  gentleman  was  effeflually  undeceived,  he  found 
iiis  young  friend  far  below  mediocrity  in  his  pro- 
fefHonal  line,  his  knowledge  extremely  limited,  and 
his  eloquence  deficient  both  in  dignity  and  corred- 
nefs.  He  was  eafily  perfuaded  by  Ferrieres  to  take 
him  back  to  Arras,  where  dilligence  might  piocuie 
him  a  fubfiftence,  without  expofmg  him  to  com- 
parifon  or  competition,  which  muft  inevitably  in- 
duce diigrace. 
Fraaifei  Notwithftanding  the  horrible  celebrity  which  has 
itnce  didinguiflied  the  name  of  Robefpierre,  no 
trace  can  be  found  of  his  profei&onal  employment, 
except  in  one  folitary  inftance.  The  invention  olF 
eledrical  condudors,  to  difcharge  the  lightniag 
from  impending  clouds,  made  a  great  progrefs  in 
France;  it  fpread  with  Angular  fpeed  from  the 
capftal  to  the  provmces ;  it  was  patronized  by  the 
learned  and  polite,  and  oppofed  by  the  vulgar,  the 
prejudiced,  the  timid,  and  the  fuperftitious.  Some 
of  thefe  machines  were  placed  on  buildings  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Arras,  and  produced  a  law4uit. 
Robefpierre,  whom  the  fame  of  fcholaflic  attam- 
inent  pointed  out  as  a  proper  perfon,  was  fixed  on 
to  condud  this  caufe  on  behalf  of  diofe  who  bad 
adopted  the  conductors,  but  he  is  faid  to  have  drawn 
up  a  memorial,  or  cafe,  on  the  fubjed,  which  was 
pubiifhed,  in  which  his  ignorance  ivas  fo  manifidl, 
his  flyle  fo  bafe,  and  his  argumentation  fo  perplexed, 
that  he  loft  his  clients,  and  acquired  the  never-end- 
ing contempt  of  his  fellow-citizens;  The  <SiQ& 
never  came  into  court,  an  amicable  accommodation 
took  place. 
^Jemi^*  f  '^^^  convocation  of  the  ftates-general  firft  afibrded 
thecohtii!  him  an  Opportunity  of  emerging  from  obfcurity. 
tnenc  af.  The  opiulon  of  the  mhabitants  ^f  Arras^  bad  not 
^^^^y*  g  been 
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'  been  able  to  eradicate  from  his  mind  tbofe  feeds  of 
vanity  i?c^ch  had  been  implanted  there  by  his  ju- 
venile fucceiTes.  He  imagined  that  a  large  theatre 
alone  wa»  Tvanting  to  enable  him  to  make  a  con- 
fpicuous  figure.  Full  of  this  idea,  he  intrigued 
amongft  the  lower  clafs  of  inhabitants  in  the  diftrid 
where  he  refided,  and  by  inceflant  folicitation,  by 
proroifes  adapted  to  the  imagined  wants  and  wiflies 
of  the  people  to  whom  he  looked  up  for  fupport,  he 
finally  fucceeded,  not  only  in  being  returned  to  the 
ftates-general  as  reprefentative  of  the  tiers  etat^  but 
in  being  permitted  to  compofe,  in  the  name  of  his 
conftituents,  the  cahiers,  or  in(lru£Uons  for  himfelf 
and  his  co-deputies* 

The  talents  difplayed  by  Robefpierre  in  the  con-  His  ta- 
ftituent  afiembly  have  been  too  much  under-rated  '^'^•" 
m  confequence  of  the  violent  eflForts  made  by 
Briflbtine  as  well  as  royalifl:  writers  to  expofe  him 
to  contempt*'.  Even  impartial  writers,  contem- 
plating the  figure  he  made  in  the  convention,  the 
gigantic  power  he  acquired,  and  the  dreadful  means 
he  employed  in  its  maintenance,  and  comparing 
them  with  his  unimportance  in  the  aflembly,  have 
rafhly  pronounced  that  he  was  deficient  in  elo- 
quence and  ability.  Robefpierre  came  from  Arras 
to  Paris  not  much  improved  in  knowledge  or 
oratory,  and  he  came  into  an  aflembly  where,  on 
both  lides,  there  were  feated  men  famous  for  both. 
He  poiTefled  neither  birth  or  wealth  to  give  him 
partifans,  and  his  defeds  in  ipeaking  occafionally 

^  He  is  thus  fpoken  of  by  M.  dc  Mpntgaillard,  whoft  dtfcription 
will  fparc  the  neceflity  of  numirrous  quotations.  **  *  My  only  wifli,' 
«*  faid  he  in  i?**,  *  is  to  be  attorney -general  for  the  parliament  of  Paris* 
**  Ah!  how  I  would  make  people  talk  of  me  I*  In  the  poneHion  of 
**  that  office  he  faw  the  means  of  fatsfying  that.confuming  thirft  of 
*'  publiciry,  by  which  he  often  aUerwards  acknowledged  hiinlelf  to  be 
**  influ<;nced.  This  aifo  informs  us  oi  his  motives  for  getting  returned 
•<  to  the  ttare>-gencral.  Yet  he  only  appeared  there  a  (tupidenthufiaih 
*•*  At  its  Uiflblution,  he  retired,  leaving  no  other  impreflion  than  a 
**  rooted  contempt  for  his  talents,  and  a  total  forgetfulnefs  of  hit 
**  peribn."    £ut  de  la  France,  p.  9. 
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excited  the  laughter   of  the  audience;    biit   lift 
education  fumiihed  him  with  modes  of  knowledge 
fufficient  to  give  him  a  reputation  in  an  aflembla^ 
fo  mixed   and   compounded,   and   his  perfcvering 
affiduity  in  polifliing  his  language,  and   extending 
his  information,  together  with  the  death  and  feccffion 
of  fome  of  the  more   diftinguifhed  members,  af- 
forded him  the  means,  before  the  diffolution  of  that 
affembly,  of   acquiring    an    extended  and  rather 
brilliant  reputation.       Garat,  who  is    certainly  a 
competent  judge,  fpeaks  of   his  talents  in  tncfe 
terms ':   **  In  Robefpierre,  notwithftanding  thenon- 
•'  fenfc  and   abfurdity  of  thofe   extemporary  ha- 
**  rangues  which  he  daily  uttered  in  the  affemblf ; 
•'  notwithftanding  his  endlefs  tattle  about  the  rights 
**  of  man,  the  fovereigmy  of  the  people,  principles 
**  of  which   he  was   continually  talking,  without 
*'  ever  communicating  a  fingle  idea  about  them 
**  that  was,  in  any  degree,  new  or  exad  ;  In  him, 
*'  I  fancied  that  I  could  difcem,  efpecially  when  he 
*'  printed  his  compofitions,  the  firft  efforts  of  riling 
•*  genius,  which   was  fufceptible   of  improvement 
**  (which  did  aftually  improve)  and  of  which  the 
**  energies  might  one  day  fully  expand  fo  as  to  do 
*'  much  good  or  much  mifchief.     In  his  ftylc  I 
**  faw  a  care  to  ftudy  and  to  imitate  thofe  forms  of 
^'  expreffion  which  poffefs  elegance,  dignity,  and 
**  fplendour.      By  thofe  which    he  imitated  and 
*•  produced  the  ofteneft,  I  could  perceive  that  the 
**  writings  of  Roufleau  were  his  great  fchool  and 
«  model/! 
Copic»Mi-      In  his  oratory  he  affefted  to  copy  Mirabeau,  and 
rabcau.      if  ^g  could  not  reach  all  the  heights  of  his  eloquence, 
he  could  at  leafl:  obtain  enough  to  impofe  on  the 
people,  and  even  ^o  fecure  him  fome  refpeft  in  the 
affembly.     He  refolved  to  attraft  notice  by  buftle 
and  detradlon,    and  to  acquire  popularity  by  in- 

'  Mcmoiri  of  the  ReYolution,  p*65. 
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grtdating  himfelf  with  the  lowed  people,  by  flat- 
tering their  caprices,  extolling  their  virtues,  repro- 
bating all  men  and  meafures  which  were  diiliked  by 
them,  and  generally  by  adapting  his  harangues  en- 
tirely to  theur  tafte  and  comprehen(ion« 

He  was  a  member  of  the  fociety  formed  by  Briflbt  Ami  des 
and  others,  under  the  title  of  Amis  des  Noirs,  the  ^®'"* 
objed  of  which  was  to  procure  the  unconditional 
emancipation  of  all  the  llaves  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
In  purfuit  of  this  projeA  he  difplayed  that  violence 
and  inconfiderate  impetuolity  which  charadlerize 
men  who  fubftitute  paflion  for  judgment,  and  pur- 
fue  a  favourite  fpeculation,  in  contempt  of  every 
oppofing  motive,    and  declared   his  willingnefs  to 
deftroy  the  colonies,  rather  than  facrifice  one  iota 
of   priadple'.      Very  early  in  the  fittings  of  the  xothjufy 
afiembly  he  was  fo  far  noticed  as  to  be  included  in  ^  ^"^^K^ 
the  deputation  of  twenty-four,  fent  up,  on  the  mo-  meifagc  to 
don  of  Mirabeau,  to  requeft  the  king  to  remove  the  ^**«  ^'"g* 
troops  from  the  capital  \ 

Yet,  though  Robefpierre  was  not  of  fufEcient  Exerts 
confequence  to  be  claimed  as  a  coadjutor  by  any  llJ^aff^j^l 
party,  he  never  failed  to  prefent  himfelf  at  the  biy. 
tribune  on  almoft  every  difcuffion ;  fometimes  with 
prepared  oratiops,  /ometimes  to  utter  extern ix)re  re- 
marks*    He  felt  no  timidity  in  prei&ng  his  principles 
»or  any  fear  of  contempt  from  the  frequency  of 
his  repetitions.     By  degrees  he  poUftied  his  ftyle, 
and  in  time  gained  fome  portion  of  attention.     He  30th  ju]y« 
aflifted  in  undermining  the  popularity  of  Necker  by 
making  a  fpeech  againfl  the  amnefty  obtained  by 
him  from  the  commune  of  Paris ".     He  was  always 
extremely  folicitous  for  the  removal  of  the  fittings 
of  the  national,  aflembly  from  VerMles  to  Paris  % 

•  Bryan  Edwards^s  Uiftory  of  St.  Domingo,  p. 41.  61.     Hiftorical 
Sketch,  p.  4«5. 

«  Moore^s  View,  toI.  i.  p.  303.    Debates. 

•  Impartial  HiAory,  vol.  i.  p.  17a.    Moorc^t  View,  vol.  i.  p.  381. 
»  Moorc*9  View,  yoI.  1.  p.  4*7. 
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but  the  events  of  the  day  which  produced  that  chapgi 
were  not  contrived  by  him,  nor  had  he  the  ksdl 
notion  of  their  being  in  agitation.  He  was  not  yel 
stk  oa.  trufted,  though  in  the  debate  which  took  place  oa 
the  fubjeft  of  the  king's  animadverfion  on  the  ar* 
tides  of  the  conftitution,  he  rendered  a  fervice  to 
the  Orleans*  fiaftion  by  obferving,  that  his  majefty's 
meflage,  inftcad  of  an  acceptance,  was  a  cenfure '. 
Becomes  He  was  now  confidered  as  adively  attached  to 
?ft  Sid^^"'  *^^  Orleans*  party.  There  was  more  bufinefs  to  do 
Jacobin,  in  the  aifembly,  m  the  city,  and  in  the  clubs,  th^oi 
his  fuperior  aflbciate?  could  condud  without  zSMk^ 
ance.  Robefpierre  had  fo  far  fucceeded  in  imitadi^ 
Mirabeau,  that  he  began  to  be  noticed  by  it,  though 
not  much  to  his  advantage ;  the  one  was  faid  to  be 
the  flambeau  of  Provence,  the  other  the  taper  of 
Arras.  The  deflre  Orleans  and  all  his  party  en- 
tertained to  humble  la  Fayette  and  BalUy,  caufed 
Robefpierre  to  frequent  the  company  of  Danton 
and  Marat,  who  were  aftively  engaged  in  the  tafk, 
and  through  them  he  was  often  employed  to  convey 
to  the  people  of  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoine  and 
St.  Marceau,  thofe  intimations  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  received  with  more  readinefs  if  fan&ioned 
by  a  deputy.  His  eloquence  and  his  manners  were 
exaflly  fuited  to  this  clafs  of  people,  and  he  focM^ 
became  their  idol,  a  circumitance  which  afterwardi 
gave  him  unlimited  rule  in  France,  but  the  prin- 
cipal engine  of  his  elevation  was  the  Jacobin  club^ 
He  was  not  thought  worthy  of  a  feat  in  the  club 
Breton  ;  that  club,  while  the  aiTembly  remained  at 
Verfailles,  was  fmall  and  feleft,  founded  at  firfl  by 
the  deputies  from  Bretagne,  but  when  the  legiflati?e 
tody  removed  to  Paris,  they  threw  open  their  dooit 
to  all  the  members  of  the  left  fide ^  and  to  many 
other  perfonsj    they  hired  the  convent  belonging 

7  Mrf .  Wolftonecroff  •  Uiftorj,  vol.  i.  p.  4.}6.  The  other  Hidorief 
and  Debates. 
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to  the  Ddminican,  or  as  they  were  called  in  France, 
yacobin  friars,  in  the  rue  St.  Honore^  and  extended 
their  influence  all  over  the  kingdom,  by  means 
of  affiliated  focieties,  and  committees  of  corre- 
fpondence.  Th^  club,  by  their  pernicious  agency, 
produced  infubordination  in  the  army  and  navy^ 
and  confirmed  the  licentioufnefs,  fiiry,  and  infidelity 
of  the  populace ;  they  deftroyed  the  church,  dif- 
folved  the  tie  of  laws,  and  brought  the  king  to  an 
ignominious  death.  The  iniquity  of  their  means 
was  proportioned  to  the  flagitioufnefs  of  their  ends ; 
they  laid  wealthy  individuals  under  contribution  y 
they  fhared  the  plunder  of  thofe  whofe  deftruftion 
they  had  occafioned  \  and  to  defray  the  immenfe 
expences  they  were  fubjedl  to,  before  their  own 
creatures  came  info  adminiftration,  they  abetted  the 
forgery  of  affignats,  which  they  were  thus  enabled 
to  diftribute  with  incredible  profufion  ^.  At  this 
dub  Robefpierre  was  indefatigable,  he  made  mo- 
tions and  fpeeches  of  the  mofl:  incendiary  dtfcrip- 
tion,  and  in  all  refpedts  accommodated  himfelf  fo 
well  to  the  tafte  of  the  people,  that  he  was  foon 
elevated  to  the  prefidency,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  retained  an  influence  the  mod  un- 
limited. Here  he  firft  began  to  court  the  galleries 
and  the  populace  of  Paris  in  his  fpeeches,  by  con- 
ftantly  ufing  a  flattering  cant  which  was  fuited  to 
their  intelleds,  by  conftantly  infifting  on  their 
virtues,  and  calling  them  empnatically  the  good  peo* 
fie  of  Paris  \ 

This 

*  Bertrand*9  Private  Memoirty  vol.ii.  p.  tj^.  See  Pages»  toI.  u. 
p.  18. 

*  This  ftyle  he  never  afterward'  difeontinued.  Hie  following  arc 
ibectmens  of  it  from  a  periodical  work  he  publifiied  in  1791,  called 
Kobrffhrre  i  fes  Cmmettam,  •*  Taken  colieftiVcly,  you  are  the  moft  ge- 
'*  nerouSy  (he  moft  moral  of  all  people  j  and,  but  for  your  levity,  the 
*'  moft  deserving  of  liberty/*  Vol.  i.  p.  6.  **  The  people  are  naturally 
*'  juft  and  peaceable }  they  are  always  guided  by  the  moft  pure  inten- 
**  tiont  <  the  evil  minded  cannot  ftir  them  up,  without  prefenting  to 
f*  their  view  a  powerful  and  proper  motive."    Vol,  i.  p.  405.    "  The 
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Manages  This  foit  of  eloquciicc  he  carried  with  him  into 
the  gaiic-  ^Y\h  national  affembly,  where  he  already  began  to 
exercife  his  addrefs,  by  training  the  galleries  to  par- 
ticular expreflions  of  applaufe  and  difapprobation ; 
a  manoeuvre  which  afterwards  fubjefled  the  ddi« 
berative  body  entirely  to  the  dominion  of  the  au-  * 
dience,  or  more  properly  to  that  of  a  party  of 
fcreaming  poiffardes  and  vociferous  fans-culoHes^ 
whom  the  leaders  of  the  day  took  care  to  aflemble. 
In  the  conftituent  affembly  this  evil  was  firft  fek : 
the  tribunes  were  ufed  to  hum  applaufe,  or  grumble 
diflike,  at  the  ufe  of  certain  phr-afes' uttered  in  a 
certain  fenfe.  This  fecret  was  foon  difcovered  by 
the  right  fidey  they  learned,  at  every  interval  of  dif- 
approbation difplayed  againft  fhem,  to  correft  the 
ferment  by  the  introduftion  of  popular  phrafeology, 
no  matter  however  mat  a  propos.  This  facility  of 
counteraftion  was  not  agreeable  to  the  left  Jide\ 
they  prepared  another  manoeuvre  ;  they  hired  com- 
panies of  people  to  fill  the  tribunes,  who  were  under 
the  command  of  certain  leaders ;  thefe  again  were 
diredled  to  keep  their  eye  dn  particular  members  of 
the  affembly  ;  and  at  a  preconcerted  fignal,  of  the 
difplay  of  part  of  the  pocket-handkerchief,  the  ele- 
vation or  depreflion  of  that  part  of  the  hat  in  which 
the  national  cockade  was  placed,  or  other  equally 
fimple  and  apparently  unimportant  movements,  they 
were  to  communicate  the  token  of  applaufe  or  cen- 
fure  to  their  band,  who  were  thus  inftrufted  to  cry 
up  or  hoot  down  fome  particular  perfons.  The 
right  Jide  foon  difcovered  this  plan,   and  availed 


<'  motiTft  of  the  people  are  always  pure;  they  cannot  do  otberwife 
**  than  love  the  public  good,  fince  the  public  good  is  but  another 
**  word  for  the  intereft  of  the  people  t  but  certain  intriguers,  who  iff 
<*  as  cunning  as  the  people  are  ingenuous,  as  pcrv^rfe  as  the  people 
*'  are  juft,  feek  fometimes  to  make  an  ill  ufe  even  of  their  virtues  and 
<'  their  juft  indignation/*  Vol.  ii.  p.  185.  <•  The  eirois  of  the  peopk 
**  are  rare  and  impermanent ;  they  are  alwavs  the  fault  of  fatal  circum- 
'  ^  fiances  or  penrerfc  individuals."    VoK  ii.  p.  S9i. 
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themfelves  of  the  difcovery,  by  hiring  their  groups 
to  oppofe  the  friends  of  the  left  fide :  this  introduced 
a  great  confufion ;  a)>plaufe  and  cenfure  were  fre- 
quently beftowed  at  the  fame  time  by  the  oppofite 
parties,  and  this  difcordance  produced  animofities 
and  contentions  which  it  was  the  difgrace  of  the  af- 
fembly  to  fuffer.  At  other  times,  the  fame  fet  of 
men  would  be  hired  by  both  parties,  and  when  con- 
trary  fignals  were  given,  remain  in  a  confufed  (late 
pf  fufpenfe,  undecided  whether  they  ought  to  ap- 
plaud or  murmur ;  an  embarraflment  which  has 
frequently  occafioned  the  different  journalifts,  in  re- 
porting the  fame  fpeech,  to  attribute  to  the  audience 
vioknt  7nurmurs^  and  loud  and  frequent  applaufes^. 
This  conteft  continued  *  during  the  fitting  of  the  * 
conftituent  aflembly  :  in  the  legiflative  aflembly  the 
left  fide  managed  better  ;  and  in  the  convention,  the 
Mountain  generally  took  care  to  have  the  tribunes 
filled  with  triends  of  their  own,  for  which  purpofe 
the  parties  frequently  came  and  took  their  places  by 
break  of  day,  and  often  ^ftstyed  all  night.  Robef- 
|)ierre's  known  intrigues  in  this  bufinefs  caufed  a 
royalift  writer  to  ftyle  him  the  general  of  theyi;w- 
culottesj  a  title  with  which  he  was  not  difpleafed. 

During  the  whole  fitting  of  the  conftituent  aflem-  Adverfe. 
bly,  he  was  remarked  for  his  exertions  on  every  j^'Pi**^^''* 
queftion  in  which  the  king's  influence  or  authority    *"^' 
was  concerned.     He  diftinguiflied   himfelf  by  the 
fame  perfonal  rancour  which  he  afterwards  difplayed 
in  the  convention  with  fuch  baleful  effeft.     It  is  un- 
neceflary  to  particularife  inftances,  they  occurred 
almoft  daily.     He  voted  and  fpoke  in  favour  of  al-  oa.  17S9. 
moft  every  propofition  tending  to  narrow  the  king's  ^pp?^^» 
.authority,  and  throw  contempt  on  his  perfon  and  Uw/ 
,govemment.     He  greatly  increafed  his  popularity 
by  the  ftyle  of  his  fpeech  in  oppofition  to  la  Fayette's 
propofal  of  a  martial  law.    He  faid,  "  He  enter- 

^  See  Moore*s  Vitw,  vol.  i.  f*'^%»    Pag^s,  vol.ii.  p*^^. 
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*'  tained  a  cordial  affeftion  for  the  good  people  of 
« *'  Paris  ;  that  their  difpofitions  were  excellent;  they 
*'  were  feldom  in  the  wrong,  always  meant  well,  and 
*'  could  not  in  juftice  be  punifced  for  mifbdces  they 
*'  might  commit  when  pinched  with  hunger."  This, 
and  a  great  deal  more  of  the  fame  contemptible 
cant,  not  only  procured  him  the  entire  good^will 
of  the  mob,  but  effeftually  deceived  many  who 
thought  themfelves  profound  politicians ;  they  fiud, 
*'  He  might  be  a  very  well-meaning  patriot,  but  was 
**  far  too  tender-hearted  for  a  ftatefman  *"/* 

/ipr.i79f.      Independently  of  his  exertions  againft  the  king, 

hiilrpMchcf  he  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  the  national  aflembly  by 

printed,  his  fpceches  on  the  re-union  of  Avignon,  and  on 
the  organization  of  the  national  guard,  both  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  ^  He  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  the  right  of  petitioning,  over  which  he  main- 
tained that  the  legiflature  had  no  jurifdi^on ;  and 
that  it  refided  in  every  individual  of  whatever  dafs 

15th  May.  or  country.  He  was  no  lefs  perfevering  hi  his 
efforts  in  fevour  of  the  people  of  colour,  and  in  the 

«4ih  Sept.  end  obtained  that  fatal  decree  which  fpread  defola^ 
tion  over  the  face  of  the  French  colony  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, though  it  was  afterwards  repealed  by  the 

j<th  May.  fame  affembly  %  He  moved  that  the  members  rf 
one  legiflature  fliould  not  be  eligible  to  fit  in  the 
next,  and  maintained  the  propofition  with  fuch  je^ 
loufy,  that  it  was  finally  decreed.  Two  points  in 
his  conduft  deferve  particular  notice ;  he  was  a  vio- 
lent defender  of  the  right  of  univerfal  fuffrage,  and 
an  aflfeded  declaimer  againft  the  punijhment  of  death 

soth  May.  in  any  cafe.  On  this  fubje£k  he  aflfeded  to  prove, 
that  **  the  punifliment  of  death  was  eflentiall^  un- 
*'  juft  ;  that  It  v^ras  not  the  moft  impreffive  in  its 
**  execution,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  tended  to 

%  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  71. 

*  Wildc*8  Addrefs^  p.  479.     Mercure  Fran^oia  Litterairc  da  i* 
Mai  1791. 

•  Edwarde*!  Hiftory  of  St.  Domingo^  p.  S9, 
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•*  'multiply  crimes  inftead  of  prevenrinff  them.  A 
^  man  can  only  kill  an  enemy  when  that  effort  is 
•*  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  faving  of  his  own  life; 
*  **  now  fodety  at  large  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
^^  a  criminal  whom  it  punifhes  ;  the  criminal  is  to- 
««  tally  unable  to  do  any  further  mifchief,  and  is 
•*  tried  in  all  the  fecurity  of  peace.  A  conqueror 
^^  who  kills  his  prifoners  is  called  a  barbarian ;  a 
••  CTOwn  man  who  kills  a  perverfe  child,  whom  it  ^ 

**  IS  in  bis  power  to  difarm  and  punifli,  is  deemed  a  ^ 

^^  monfter.*'  Thefe  and  many  other  arguments  in 
the  fame  fpirit  were  unfuccefsful  with  the  affembly, 
though  warmly  applauded  by  the  galleries  and  po- 
pulace ^ 

At  this  period  he  frequented  thehoufe  of  Roland,  Frequent* 
then  neither  minifter  or  deputy,  but  the  confidant  Madame 
of  Briffot,  with  whom,  and  Petion,  and  a  few  more,  hwlfe  **'* 
Robefpierre  met  four  evenings  in  every  week,  to  ar- 
range plans  for  the  bufmefs  in  the  aifembly  on  the 
enfuing  days.  He  acquired  the  efteem  of  madame 
Roland,  wno  thought  him  an  honed  man  and  firm 
patriot,  but  rather  too  bajhful.  He  ufed  at  thefe 
meetings  to  fay  little  ;  he  advanced  a  few  princ?iples, 
ydthout  maintaining  them  by  arguments,  but  care- 
fully treafured  up  the  ideas  which  fell  from  the  more 
informed  men  of  the  party,  and  retailed  them  as  his 
own  in  the  affembly  and  the  Jajcobin  club;  ftill 
eluding  the  reproaches  this  conduct  drew  on  him, 
by  an  affedation  6f  pleafantry  and  good-humoured 
frivolity  ^ 

The  king's  departure  from  the  capital  alarmed  Alarm  at 
Robefpierre  beyond  meafure ;    he  thought   Louis  ^^  '^'"K'* 
would  not  havte  taken  that  ftep,  unlefs  he  was  fure  *  ^^* 
of  a  party  in  the  capital  who  would  murder  all  the 
patriots  and  diflblve  the  affembly.     This  panic  was 
difpelled  by  the  arreft  and    return  of    the  king. 
It  was  in   this  interval  that,    at  Petion's   houfe, 

^  For  all  thefe  particohrt,  fee  Debates, 
t  RolandU  Appeal,  vol.i.  p.  56* 

14  Briffot 
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Briflfot  and  fome  others  firft  ftarted  the  idea  of  a  te^ 
public,  and  propofed  to  publiOi  a  paper  under  the 
title  of  le  Rcptdblicain.     Robefpierre  was  prefent  at 
the    confultation,    and    probably   forefaw  in  this 
new  fyflem  a  fchifm  amongfl  the  partifans  of  Or* 
leans,  which  would  be  beneficial  to  his  interefts: 
he  wifhed  to  ad  in  a  fphere  where  he  ihouM  not  be 
thwarted  by  their  fuperior  talents,  and  would  not 
therefore  bind  himfelf  to  profecute  their  plan,  but 
contenfed  himfelf  with  inquiring,  with  a  fheer,  after 
they  had  been  long  difcufSng  the  fubjed,  ^^  And 
**  pray  what  is  a  republic  ^  /'* 
Ccndua        jjig  violence  agaiiil  the  king  on  his  arreft  was 
Hmft]       proportioned  to  the  terror  experienced  previous  to 
•jd  June,  that  event.     He  moved,  that  thofe  who  flopped  the 
coach  fhould  receive  a  civic  crown ;  oppofed  the 
meafures  fuggefled  for  fecuring  the  king's  perfon, 
by  an  obfervation,  that  the  plan  introduced  to  the 
affembly  for  that  purpofe  feemed  to  prejudge  a  great 
queflion,  which  he  wifhed  to  hear  folenmly  difcuifed. 
ft6tbjune.  He  alfo  moved>  that  the  king  and  queen  fhould  be 
interrogated  by  the  juflices  of  peace  of  the  circle 
of  the  Tuilleries  ;  that  as  they  were  now  to  be  con- 
fidered  fimply  as  citizens,  they  ought  to  be  treated 
J4ib  July.  withdUt  any  diflinguifhing  forms  of  refpeft.    On 
the  fame  occafion,  he  flrenuoufly  combated  the  in- 
violability of  the  kmg,  and  declared  he  fhould  fpeak 
of  Louis  XVI.  with  the  fame  indifference  as  the  em- 
peror of  China  *. 
Petition  of      The  event  of  the  affembly 's  decifion  on  the  quet 
the  Champ  tion  of  the  king's  abdication  of  the  throne,  was  fo 
dc  Mars,   ^^j^^^^^y  ^q  jjig  hopes  as  to  deprive  him  of  all  pru- 
dence ;   he  ran  from  the  hall  through  the  ftreets, 
exclaiming  to  the  groups  of  politicians  who  were 
affcmbled,  "  My  friends ^  all  is  loji ;  the  king  is  U 
•*  be  re/iored^/'*     He  was  fo  convinced  that  the 

*  Roland*s  Appea],  vol.i,  p.  58,  *  *  Debates. 

.     ^  Moore*s  View»  vol.  ii.  4>.  406.   CoRJurttioo  de  d'Orleans,  Tol.iiu 
p.  I4«*  >  -  ^ 

queflion 
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queflion  wonW  be  carried  conformably  .to  the  wifhes 
of  his  party,  that  he  had  omitted  the  precaution  of 
fecuring  the  tribunes.  After  the  difperfal  of  the 
tumultuous  petitioners  by  the  military,  fmce  called  the 
maflacre  of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  his  panic  returned 
with  aggravated  force;  he  was  afraid  of  being  im- 
pleached  and  put  on  his  trial,  and  alarmed  at  a  fup- 
pofed  plot  of  the  Feuillans,  and  a  dreaded  defeftion  of 
the  Jacobins  from  his  intereft.  Roland  and  his 
\rife,  affefted  at  his  fituation,  went  to  his  lodgings  in 
the  Macfli  to  offer  him  an  afylum,  but  he  had  already  , 

quitted  them.  He  confulted  Petion  on  the  pro- 
priety of  efcaping  to  London  *.  His  fears,  how- 
ever, were  groundlefs ;  the  court  knew  not  how 
to  punilh  ;  the  conftitution  was  completed,  and  the 
aflembly  diffolved™. 

Robefpierre  did  not  quit  the  firft  legiflature  with  Diflblu- 
contempt,  as  ,M.  de  Montgaillard  has  erroneoufly  ^^1,Jj[|lI|* 
afferted  :   it  is  true  that  he  never  was  confidered  a 
great  leader  of  a  party ;   he  was  never  prefident, 
and  but  once  fecretary :   during  the  latter  part  of 
the  fittings,  he,  Buzot,  and  Petion,  were  left  almoft 
alone  on  the  left  fide ".     His  name  was  on  the  fa- 
vourable fide  of  the  pillar  at  St.  Genon**,  he  was 
conftantly  a  great  favourite  of  the  audience  in  the 
galleries,  and  the  populace  of  Paris,  who  had  in- 
tended, on  the  day  of  the  Champ  de  Mars^  to  have 
carried  his  buft,  crowned  with  laurel,  in  proceflion 
through  the  city  •*•  This  prediledion  he  greatly  aug-  29th  Sept. 
mented  the  day  before  the  diflfolution  of  the  aflem- 
bly, by  his  defence  of  the  clubs.     When  the  mem-     39*, 
bers  quitted  the'  hall,  he  and  Petion  were  hailed 
with  the  acclamations  of  the  populace,  a  civic  crown 
was  placed  on  their  brows,  and  the  people  would 
have  taken  off  their  horfes  and  drawn  them  home, 
but  they  declined  that  proof  of  their  attachment  \ 

1  Briflut  a  tout  left  Repub^^calni,  p.  191. 

*  RoUnd^s  Appealy  vol.i.  p.  6*.  n  Ibid.  p.  56. 

•  SeeBAiLLY.  Anecdotes  duKegnedeLouit  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  3 39, 
»  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  383. 

9  Mercure  Francois,  N*  du  8  0£lobre  1^919  p.  1%$. 
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TMie  sc-  Robefpierre  now  occupied  the  place  of  pnblic  ac- 
*^''  cufer,  which  he  foon  refigned,  without  having  ever 
exerclfed  its  fundions;  a  circumftance  which  hat 
excited  fome  aftoniihment,  and  threw  for  the  time 
fome  difgrace  on  his  civifm  '•  It  is  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  attentipn  necefTary  to  the  duties  of  this 
office  was  too  great  a  drawback  on  the  time  be 
wiflied  to  beftow  on  his  other  avocations.  He 
continued  unremittingly  his  attendance  at  the 
Jacobins,  where  he  was  a  principal  fpeaker,  and 
where  his  party  carried  every  point;  they  com* 
manded  the  applaufe  of  the  tribunes,  and  fiknced 
all  fpeakers  whofe  fentiments  were  oppofite  to 
theirs,  by  clamour  and  vociferation.  The  moft  po- 
pular joumalifts  were  members  of  this  club,  and 
fpread  the  renown  of  Robefpierre  and  the  other 
chiefs  all  over  the  country.  They  deTpifed  la  Fay- 
ette's impotent  and  ill-concerted  efforts  to  difpeiie 
them :  in  fad;  they  governed  the  country ;  ibef 
gave  officers  to  the  police,  generals  to  the  armies, 
and  minifters  to  the  crown.  On  the  refignadon  erf 
Bailly,  Robefpierre  was  candidate  for  the  mayoralty ; 
but  the  place  being  already  difpofed  of  to  Pedon,  he 
obtained  only  a  hundred  votes  *• 
QvwrcU  He  was  foon  involved  in  difputes  with  the  Gi« 
nilflbt  rondift  fadion,  and  although  on  good  terms  widi 
Petion,  was  denounced  by  Briffot  and  Gaudet  at  die 
s5th  A|>ril  Jacobin  club.  It  is'  to  be  pr^umed  that  the  defirc 
'^^*'  entertained  by  the  Briffotine  party  to  involve  the 
coimtry  in  war  was  the  caufe  of  their  difagreement ; 
for  it  is  well  known  that  all  the  members  of  that 
cabal  were  refolute  for  war,  while  Robefpierre  was  a 
ftrenuous  oppofer  of  it,  and  for  a  long  time  after- 
wards retained  a  wifh  to  avoid  giving  unnecefifary 
offence  to  foreign  powers  ^  The  attack  made  on 
him  was  however  attended  with  little  fuccefs ;  he 

'  Bertrand^s  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  ti6.    Etat  de  la  France,  p.  9* 
•  Mrrcure  Fran^oity  N<>du  %6  Novembre  1797,  p»aS9. 
<  Pagitt  vol.  i.  p.  456.     Mercure  Francois,  N*  du7  Avril  17911 
p.  67.    Stc  alfo  RobeipiciTe  a  (ei  Comnettans/  vol.  ii,  p.  316. 
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anfwered  it  the  next  day  but  one,  and  his  fpeech 
was  printed  and  diftributed  at  the  expence  of  the 
Ibdety ". 

About  this  time  he  commenced  a  weekly  pub-Writ^ta 
lication,    called  le  Defenfeur  de  la  Conjiiiution^   in  J|^jJ^ 
which  he  difcufled,  as  occaflon  required,  all  public 
meafures  and  events,  occafionally  attacking  his  ad- 
verfaries,  and  explaining  his  own  conduft.     When 
Ac  conftitution  was  no  longer  thought  worth  de- 
fimding,  and  he  was  elefted  deputy  to  the  national 
convention,  he  changed  its  appellation,  and  called  it 
Lettres  de  Maximilien  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettansy 
under  which  title -he  continued  it  for  fome  time  after 
the  king's  death.     From  an  attentive  perufal  of  thefc 
publications,  I  have  formed  my  judgment  of  Robef- 
jHcrre's  ftyle,  which  I  think  very  tar  above  medi- 
ocrity.    His  oratory,  fubjefted  to  the  difadvantages 
of  a  bad  voice,  and  an  unconquerable  4)rovincial 
accent ',  might  fail  of  producing  a  graceful  effect 
in  difcourfe,  but  his  expreflions  were  not  ill  chofen, 
nor  did  they  betray  poverty  of  language  or  barren- 
nefs  of  imagination ;   his  logic  is  frequently  faulty 
in  its  conclufions,  and  he  is  extremely  negligent  of 
truth  in  his    narratives ;    his   forte  is   humorous 
reafoning,  where  gravity  feems  hardly  maintainable 
from  the  ludicroufnefs  of  the  fubject ;   his  farcafms 
are  forcible  and  appofite,  and  his  irony  fpritely  and 
cffeaual^ 

During  the  reign  of  the  legiflative  affembly,  the  10th  Anf. 
conteft  was  changed  from  its  former  ground.     In  Hit  coo- 

,  ttUCC. 

*  Defeofeur  de  la  Conftinition,  p^  37. 
'  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  57. 

f  One  of  hit  beft  efforts  in  this  Ityle^  hit  tetter  to  Jerome  Petion,  it 
given  in  the  Appendix  (Nv  X.  )•  Camille  Defmoulmt  doet  not 
KTuple  to  fay  that,  for  its  aitic  wit,  it  is  equal  to  the  l>ett  rrovincials  *; 
•od  it  hat  been  already,  in  parr,  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  tlie 
.Xngliik  reader,  by  the  cxtra^  from  it  in  Moort*s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  396, 
That,  and  his  fpeech  in  ani'wer  to  Louvec's  accofation  abridged,  will  form 
a  fnfficient  fpecimen  of  his  powers  in  eiiher  fpecies  of  convpofition. 

*  Tkt  Provincials  are  celebrated  Letters  by  Father  Pafcal  a^ainil  the  Jefiiitt. 
Sti.CaQilk  Defismiiot*  ii^jftgxy  of  the  Briflotinei^  p.  66. 

the 
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the  conftituent  aflembly,  the  Coff/Ufutionels  waged 
war  againft  the  royalifts,  in  the  prefent  thefe  were 
attacked  in  their  turn  by  the  republicans.  The 
writers  and  orators  of  that  party  had  contrived  to 
render  their  do6lrine  fo  palatable,  that  Orleans 
and  Robefpierre  were  obliged  to  accede  to  the 
general  opinion,  and  affed  to  be  zealous  repub- 
licans. Republicanifm  became  the  order  of  die 
day  at  the  Jacobins,  and  every  thing  yielded  to 
t;he  impuUe.  To  reduce  the  royal  power  fo  mudi 
as  to  prevent  all  oppofition  to  their  fcheme,  the 
republicans  planned  and  executed  the  infurre&> 
tion  of  the  loth  of  Auguft.  It  was  much  ,to  die 
difadvantage  of  the  Briflotines  to  be  obliged  to  call 
in  the  aid  of  Danton,  who  was  fo  intimatdy  con* 
nefted  with  Robefpierre  their  declared  enemy,  bnt 
their  weaknefs  and  his  energy  rendered  it  unavoid- 
able. Though  the  cowardice  of  Robefpierre  kept 
him  from  b^lng  an  aftor  in  that  (cene ;  though,  as 
Louvet  afterwards  told  him*,  he  concealed  himfelf, 
like  Sofia  in  the  play,  till  the  battle  was  over,  yet 
be  was  named  one  of  the  council-general  of  the 
commune,  as  without  the  aid  of  his  popularity  their 
meafures  would  have  been  but  imperfeft  *.  He  was 
alfo  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  a  tribunal  ereSed 
to  try  criminals  involved  in  the  imputed  guilt  of  the 
court  on  that  day ".  His  exultation  in  thf  event  of 
the  conteft  may  be  learned  by  the  account  of  the 
s4th  Aug.  tranfaftion  which  he  gave  to  the  public ' ;  and  by 
the  propofition  he  made  in  the  aifembly,  for  the 
eredion  of  a  column  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who 

*  See  his  fpeech  againft  Robefpterre. 

>  It  feemsagieedy  on  all  han<ls,  that  Robefpiffre  was  not  pcifoiisUf 
cng'tg^d  in  atuck  on  the  Tuilltries^  or  deliberating  with  the  new 
council  general,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft.  Sec  Pagc^,  vol.  i.  p.  47^ 
4S6.  Peltier's  Ure  Picture  of  Paris,  voLii.  p.  4.77.  Moorc*t  Jounial» 
vol.  i.  p-  497*     Etat  de  la  France,  p.  10. 

^  Conjuration  de  d'Orleaas,  vol.  iii,  p.  loS.  Peltier's  latePiA«*i 
vol.  ir.  p.  220,  Sec,  , 

c  Pefcnfcur  de  la  Coxiftitution,  p.  567, 
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ietl  In  die  aflfault,  on  the  place  where  the  ftatue  of 
Louis  XIV.  had  formerly  flood  ^ 

The  everits  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  placed  the  mi-  id  s«pc 
nifterial  junto  fo  firmly  in  poffeflion  of  the  public  Jf^* '^*'* 
efteem^  and  appeared  to  invert  them  with  fo  great 
a  command  over  the  populace  by  means  of  their 
lilarfeillois,  that  it  became  a  point  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance to  Robefpierre  to  counteraft  their  influence; 
It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  he  declared  open 
war  againft  Briffot ;  the  quarrel  involved  Condorcet 
and  aU  their  party  *.  To  fnatch  from  the  hands  of 
this  faAion  as  much  of  the  power  of  influencing  the 
populace  as  they  could,  and  to  place  as  much  as  pof- 
fiWe  in  the  reach  of  perfons  devoted  to  them,  was 
the  principal  aim  of  thofe  who  perpetrated  the  maf- 
fiicres  of  September,  Robefpierre  was  undoubtedly 
a  principal  contriver  of  thefe  fanguinary  executions. 
Previous  ^  the  fetal  day,  he  had  been  very  aSive- 
in  makingL  domiciliary  vifits*^ ;  and  the  day  preced-  iftScft* 
ing  the  maflTacre,  he  had  denounced  Briflbt  at  the 
Jacobin  club  for  having  fold  the  country  to  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick  K  But  though  Robefpierre  had 
fo  great  a  fhare  in  arranging  the  horrible  plan  of  the 
day**;  yet  on  that  occafion,  like  the  former,  his 
puiillammity  kept  him  from  the  fcene  of  aftion,  and 
he  did  not  make  his  appearance  till  the  carnage 
was  ended.     The  event,  however,  confirmed  his 

<  DebatM. 

*  Defenfcur  de  la  Con(litution>  p.  96.  99.  Mercure  Fran^oiSf 
-  H^  du  i^  Mai  179s,  p«  loS. 

'  P«Uier*f  late  Figure,  vol,  ii.  p.  479. 

C  BriHot  a  tout  les  Republicalns,  p.  183.  Pel(ifr*6  late  Figure, 
Tol.ii.  p.  194.     See  alfo  XJouvcfs  Narrative,  p.  17. 

^  Ntcker  on  the  Revolution,  Tol.i.  p.433.  Briflbt  a  tout  les  Re« 
PnUicaint,  p.  184*  Etai  de  la  France,  p.  10.  It  occa(ioned  foine 
Airprife  when  I  faw  in  the  New  Annual  Kcgiftcr  for  i;94.,  p.  3Sa, 
the  following  e xpreflion »  **  He  ceitainly  hnd  no  part  in  the  events  of 
"  the  loth  of  Augvft.)  and  the  count  de  Montgaillard  acquits  him 
"  even  of  any  principal  fhare  in  the  tnaflfacrcs  of  September.**  Mont- 
ftaillard  fpeaks  of  him  in  thefe  terms  :  **  Robefpierre  difpar<it  pendant 
*"  ccttecrife  deciiive  (le  10  Aout),  On  lui  a  reproche  fouvent  la 
'*  prudence  avec  laquelle  il  ft  derobait  aux  dangers  j  //  fmrmttuffi  avmr 
'  **  IS  km$f9f  dtftrt  mm  majkcrti  dn  1  Stftm^.** 

power. 
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power^  and  enabled  the  commune  to  dcnmneer  over 
the  afTembly  with  ailonifliing  infolence  '• 
Bieaed  In  tt\e  interval  between  the  loth  Auguft  and  the 

member  of  2d  September,  the  affembly  had  decreed  its  own 
vtutiotti '    diilblution,  and  the  calling  of  a  national  conventioiu 
In  this    new  aiTembly,    Robefpierre's    popularity, 
aided  by  the  purfe  of  Orleans,  procured  the  return 
of  a  powerful  party.     The  finks  of  infilmy  and  vice 
were  raked,  the  retreats  of  obfcure  dabblers  in  lit^ 
rature  explored,  and  even  the  refufe  of  foreign  coup- 
tries  reforted  to  for  legiflators,  fof  men  whofe  firft 
bufinefs  it  was  to  decide  whether  France  (hould  be 
a  monarchy  or  not.     Robefpierre  was  returned  for 
Paris,  during  the  height  of  the  carnage  in  the  pri- 
•iftScpt.  fpns*".     The  convention  decreed,  immediately  on 
«79»-     their  meeting,  that  France  was  a  republic.    Since 
the  2d  of  September,  the  fchifm  forfeen  by  Robef- 

{)ierre  had  taken  place  amongft  the.  fri^^  of  Or« 
cans:  the  contrivers  of  the  loth  of  £guil,  jea- 
lous of  the  overweening  influence  of  tblflben  of  the 
ad  of  September,  formed  themfelves  into  a  party 
under  the  banners  of  BriiTot  and  Roland,  from 
whom  they  were  called  Briflbtines  or  Rolandifts. 
Thefe  men,  depending  on  their  influence  in  fome  of 
the  departments,  were  accufed  of  a  projeft  to  form 
what  they  called  a  federal  republic  ; ,  or  a  republic, 
where  the  different  provinces,  having  each  feparate 
interefts  and  rights,  (hould  be  reprefented  in  one 
general  affembly.  Robefpierre,  on  the  other  hand, 
inflated  with  his  extenfive  popularity,  and  little  at- 
tached to  Orleans,  whom  he  defpifed,  now  afpired 
to  the  diftatorfliip.  His  party,  from  their  occupy- 
ing the  highefl:  feats  in  the  hall,  were  called  the 
Mountain.  The  habits  of  intimacy  which  had  fub- 
filled  between  his  colleagues  and  the  Briffotines  laid 
open  to  him  all  their  plans,  and  the  indifcreet  efforts 

.  ^  Necker  on  the  Revolution^  vol.  i,  p.  $6$.    PeltierU  late  PiAnrCi 
Tol.ii.  p.  141.     Hifturics  and  Journals. 
^  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans>  vol.  ill*  p«  214.! 
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of   Robe(|>ietre's  parti&nd    in  founding   (liferent 
members  of  the  convention,  occafioned  a  difclofure  * 
of  his  views  Co  the  other  party. 

They  met  in  the  convention  prepared  for  hoftility  AnimoHty 
and  mutual  crimination.  The  Briffotines  ^ad  the  1^1!?^  ^*** 
advantage  of  fuperior  talents^  minifterial  influence,  "  **^*"'*' 
and  xixtfederes  from  Marfeilles.  The  Mountain  op- 
pofed  to  thefe  advantages,  clamour,  activity,  the  Ja- 
colnn  club,  the  armed  faru^cuhttes^  and  the  jour- 
nalifts.  But,  perhs^s,  what  principally  turned  the 
fcale  in  favour  of  the  latter  was,  that  the  BriiTotines, 
leeing  no  farther  advantage  to  be  derived  to  them 
from  riot  and  popular  infurre6don,  were  become  the 
advocates  of  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  preachers  of 
regularity  and  fubordination ;  while  the  Mountain, 
the  majority  of  whom  rather. wifhed  to  perpetuate 
anarchy  and  plunder,  than  for  any  particular  form 
of  government,  refifted  all  thefe  efforts,  and  con* 
ftantly  fecured  the  good-will  of  a  clamorous  popu- 
lace. The  Mountain  gained  the  firft  prize  of  popu* 
larity,  as  the  propoiition  for  the  abolition  of  mo- 
narchy came  from  them.  A  few  days  after  the 
meeting  of  the  convention,  a  regular  attack  was 
made  on  Robefpierre,  Danton,  and  Marat :  this 
hoftility  was  perfevered  in  for  a  long  time,  and  con- 
ducted with  fb  much  acrimony  as  to  form  an  inte- 
refting  crifis  in  the  life  of  Maximilian. 

It  was  commenced  by  Kerfaint,  who,  after  ftating  *4.th  Sept. 
in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  eloquence,  that  affaflin-  |^o[[*n7'' 
ations  were  encouraged  in  all  the  departments,  and 
blood  profufely  fhed  at  the  call  of  private  animofity 
and  revenge,  continued  to  obferve,  that  fuch 
crimes  were  not  to  be  charged  on  anarchy  or  the 
want  of  focial  regulation,  but  that  tyrants  oi  a  new 
defcription  were  caufmg  citizens  to  butcher  their 
fellows  ;  brothers  to  murder  each  other :  that  the 
walls  of  Paris  were  conftantly  covered  with  pofting- 
bills,  inftigating  maffacre  and  pillage ;  and  that  frem 
lifts  of  profcriptions  were  publimed  every  day.— 

vot.  n.  c  c  "I  know 
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**  I  know  (be  concluded)  that  there  is  Came  temN 
^*  rity  in  rifing  up  agamft  thefe  affitfint ;  but, 
**  fhould  I  perim  by  their  daggers,  I  wiil  fliew  my- 
^*  felf  worthy  the  confidence  cf  my  fellow-citizens." 
He  then  moved,  that  a  committee  fliould  be  ap- 
pointed to  frame  a  law  againft  affidBnation;  and 
that  a  guard  for  the  conTention  fliould  be  fuxiiifhed 
by  the  dghty-three  departments,  to  prevent  the  ty* 
ranny  of  the  council-general  of  the  commune  «f 
Paris.  This  motion,  though  violemly  oppofed  bf 
the  Mountain,  was  at  length  carried,  and  commit 
ficmers  appointed  to  frame  the  propofed  law. 

This  attack  on  the  murderous  principles'  of  the 
party,  was  only  a  prelude  to  others  on  dieir  ambi* 
rion,  tyranny,  and  fraud.  The  nest  day.  Merlin  of 
Thionville  ftated  to  the  aflfembly,  that  la  Source  hid 
informed  him  that  there  was  a  fadion  in  the  ooa- 
vention  who  had  it  in  view  to  dlablifli  a  di6ator. 
La  Source,  though  a  Briflbtine,  evaded  a  perfooal 
explanadcH),  but  Rebecqui  and  Barbaroux,  bodi  of 
Marfeilles,  brought  the  matter  home  to  Robct 
pierre,  and  accufed  Marat  and  Panis  of  having 
founded  them  on  the  fubjed.  Danton,  alarmed  for 
his  party,  endeavoured  to  avert  the  dUcuffion,  by 
moving  that  death  (hould  be  the  punifliment  oif 
thofe  who  attempted  to  make  of  France  a  federal 
republic.  This  obfervation,  meant  to  intimidate  the 
Briffotines,  was  parried  by  Buzot,  and  RobefjMerre 
was  obliged  to  afcend  the  tribune  to  defend  himfetf : 
inftead,  however,  of  fpeaking  to  the  point,  he  entered 
into  an  eulogium  of  his  own  condud  wMle  he  fat  in 
the  conftituent  affembly.  Tired  of  his  egotifras^  t 
member  at  length  exclaimed,  "  Do,  pray,  Rcfcrf- 
**  pierre,  finifti  this  tedious  bead-roll,  and  give  «s 
•*  m  a  few  words  your  opinions  on  the  point  ia 
"  queftion,  not  a  hiftory  of  your  whole  life."  This 
brought  him  a  little  nearer  to  the'  point  %  he  touched 
on  the  afts  of  the  fecond  and  third  of  September ; 
but  ftill  prevaricated   as   to  the  didatoiihip:  he 

allcj^cd 
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alleged  generally  the  improbability  of  his  c<^piring 
^^amft  Hberty;  and  after  refledHng  on  thofe  who 
viflied  to  federalize  the  country^  fimihed  by  fecond- 
Im  the  motion  of  Daaton.  The  inconclufivenefs 
iOT  this  reafoning  called  up  Danton  again ;  but  he 
merely  defended  hhnfelf  againft  the  charge  (^  en- 
jcouraging  the  inceodiary  placards  which  were  ftuck 
OB  the  walls^  and  left  the  diftatorfhip  entirely  un- 
iioticed*  The  avowal  of  this  intention  furpaifed  the 
cffirontery  of  both  thefe  men  j  they  durft  not  (late 
iuch  a  wkh  in  the  face  of  the  convention^  and  yet 
would  not  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the 
other  ^confi^rators  by  totally  difavowing  it.  But 
what  effort  of  impudence  was  too  great  for  Marat  ? 
He  afcended  the  tribune,  and  acknowledged  that 
the  idea  of  a  dictator  had  originated  with  hun,  and 
ihat  he  ftill  maintained  the  neceflity  0/  having  one 
to  cotmterpoife  the  intrigues  of  the  court,  and  the 
^certions  of  certain  corrupt  deputies*.  This  avowal 
turned  the  courfe  of  the  debate ;  it  became  a  per- 
gonal difcuffion  relative  to  Marat,  and  Robefpierre 
was  forgotten  K 

But  a  third  attack,  better  concerted  and  com-  *9th  oa. 
inned,  and  executed  with  much  more  ability,  was  by^Louvct, 
made  on  him  and  his  party.  Roland,  the  minifter 
of  the  interior,  laid  before  the  convention  a  memo- 
rial on  the  ftate  of  Paris,  in  which  he  enumerated 
the  crimes  of  the  commune  fince  the  tenth  of  Au- 
gufty  and  plainly  intimated  that  they  had  embezzled 
the  money  and  other  valuables  feized  at  Senlis, 
Qhantilly,  THotel  de  Coigny  and  other  hotels,  of 
which  he  had  frequently  demanded  an  account  with- 
out- fuccefs.  He  accufed  them  of  having  violated 
public  and  private  property ;  of  having  iniligated 
the  murders  of  September  ;  and  of  meditating  fur^ 
ther  projcdl^^  of  blood  and  deftruftion^  to  gratify 
their  ambition  and  rapacity.     In  fupport  of  thefe 

J  See  Marat, 
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allegations  he  produced  a  letter  addrefled  to  the  ml- 
nifterof  juftice,  in  which  information  was  given,  that 
it  had  been  infmuated  by  certain  perfons,  that  the 
bufmefs  begun  in  September  was  yet  incomplete; 
that  the  whole  faction  of  Roland  and  Briflbt  ihould 
•  be  cut  off;  that  Vergniaud,  Gaudet,  Buzol,  la 
Source,  and  others,  were  obnoxious|to  the  real  pa» 
triots ;  and  that  Robefpierre  was  the  propereft  per- 
fon  to  direft  the  helm  of  government.  The  read- 
ing of  thefe  papers  occafioned  a  violent  uproar,  and 
a  motion  that  the  memorial  (hould  be  printed 
Robefpierre  afcended  the  tribune,  but  remsuneda 
long  time  before  he  could  obtain  a  hearing,  which 
at  lad  was  only  granted  him  on  the  ground  of  the 
manifeft  injuftice  of  decreeing  any  meafure  without 
permitting  the  parties  interefted  to  be  heard  againft 
it.  His  dUfcourfe,  inftead  of  a  defence,  was  an  eu- 
logium  on  himfelf ;  inftead  of  oppofing  the  printii^ 
of  the  memorial,  he  hardly  noticed  it ;  the  admo- 
nitions of  the  prefident,  and  the  boifterous  impa- 
tience of  the  affembly,  were  equally  ineffe£hial  to 
reftrain  this  propenfity  to  felf-commendation :  he 
perfevered  till,  animated  by  his  own  applaufes,  he 
loft  all  fear,  and  from  the  ftorcs  of  his  newly- 
acquired  confidence  drew  a  boaftfiil  challenge,  which 
involved  him  in  ferious  danger, — "  A  fyftem  of  ca- 
*'  lumny  is  eftablilhed,  (he  faid,)  and  ag^nft  whom 
"  is  it  direded  ? — A  zealous  patriot. — Yet  who 
**  is  there  amongft  you  who  dares  rife  and  accufc 
**  me  to  my  face  ?" — "  I,'*  exclaimed  fome  one  al 
the  end  of  the  hall.  A  profound  filence  enfued 
The  fpe^ker  ftalked  folemnly  along  the  hall,  ftq)ped 
oppofite  the  tribune,  and  prefented  to  the  eyes  of 
the  confufed  and  aftoniftied  challenger,  the  peribn 
of  Louvet.  **  Yes,  Robefpierre,  (faid  he,)  it  is  I 
*'  who  accufe  you."  Pronouncing  thefe  words,  he 
afcended  the  tribune ;  while  Maximilian,  pale  and 
terror-ftruck,  flirunk  from  fight.  In  vain  Danton 
endeavoured  by  words  of  encouragement  to  rally 

his 
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his  fpirits ;  in  vain  he  appeared  in  the  tribune,  and 
endeavoured,  by  expreffing  a  diilike  of  Marat,  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  aflembly  ;  their  curiofity 
was  thoroughly  aroufed ;  and  Louvet,  determined  to 
proceed,  drew  from  his  pocket  a  long,  written 
oration,  which  he  read  to  the  aflembly  \ 

In  his  exordium  he  craved  an  uninterrupted  hear- 
ing. ^^  I  am  about  to  denounce  (he  faid)  a  plot 
**  which  will  aftonifh  you";  to  trace  fcenes  of  woe 
*'  which  will  make  your  humanity  groan ;  and  to 
**  unveil  the  guilt  of  men,  againft  whom  I  muft  beg 
**  you  to  fufpend  for  a  time  your  indignation.  I 
*•  fhall  fpare  nobody,  but  fpeak  the  direft  truth : 
*^  I  fhall  touch  the  fore  without  hefitation,  and  un- 
^«  doubtedly  thofe  who  are  hurt  will  be  apt  to 
**  fcream/*— "  Put  your  finger  in  the  wound,  (faid 
*•  Danton,)  never  mind  thofe  who  are  fore.*'— 
**  I  intend  to  probe  it  to  the  quick  (replied  Louvet); 
"  but  why  do  you,  Danton,  fcream  beforehand." 
In  the  progrefs  of  his  fpeech  he  related,  that  a  coh« 
fpiracy  was  formed  to  perpetuate  anarchy,  to  vilify 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  to  fubvert  liberty^ 
and  to  found  on  its  ruins  the  authority  of  a  didator : 
that  the  means  ufed  to  fecure  applaufe  at  the  Jaco- 
bin club,  by  a  clamorous  gallery,  had  firfl  led  to  a 
fufp^on  that  Robefpierre,  the  vain-glorious  Robef* 
pierre,  was  the  head  of  a  party,  and  his  fubfequent 
conduct  had  fully  demonflrated  it,  and  proved  that 
he  bad  formed  a  fyflem  of  diforganization,  by 
which  he  hoped  to  attain  fovereign  power.  **  The 
*^  memorable  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft 
**  (continued  L,ouvet)  belongs  to  the  people  of 
**  Paris  ;  Robefpierre  and  his  party  have  attempted 
"  to  arrogate  to  themfeves  ihe  honour  of  that  day, 
*^  to  fay  that  it  belonged  only  to  them :— to  you  !— 
**  treacherous  confpirators !  the  2d  of  September 
*^  only  belongs  tp  you  j  it  is  flamped  with  your 

^  Robefpierre  ^  fes  Commertanty  vol.  i.  p  %%%* 
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"  chataAcriftics.    The  people  of  Paris  know  kow 

**  to  fight,  but  they  do  not  know  the  vile  trade  ci 

^  aflamnation.     All  Paris  was  at  the  Tuilleries  o& 

<*  the  loth  of  Auguft }  but  who  were  witn^es  of 

**  the  murders  m  September  ? — Some  two  or  three 

^^  hundred  perfons  drawn  together  before  the  pri« 

^  fons  by  an  incomprehenfible  curiofity.     It  mzj 

^  be  afked,  why  then  did  not  the  dtiaens  of  F^Em 

^  prevent  Aem  ?— Why !  becaufe  they  were  ftrvck 

*^  with  terror 9  the  alarm-gims  had  been  fired,  the 

^<  tocfm  had   been  founcfed,   their  ears  were  hn* 

^  pofed  upon  by  falfe  reports,  their  eyes  aftoi&fted 

^^  by  the  fight  of  officers  in  their  municipal  fearft 

^^  prefiding  at  the  executions  }   becaufe  Rolsmd  et- 

^^  claimed  in  vain ;  becaufe  Danton,  the  mister 

'^  of  juftice,  was  filent ;  »d  Santerre,  the  com* 

^  mander  of  the  national  guard,  remained  ma^ve. 

^  Soon  after  thefe  lamentable  icenes,  the  legifladve 

'^  aflembly  was  frequently  calumniated^    infiiked, 

^^  and   even  threatened,    by  this  infolent  deoo- 

*  gogue-" 

At  this  period,  Robefpierre's  friends,  who  had 
before  endeavoured  to  interrupt  the  ipedker,  could 
contain  themfelves  no  longer :  a  fcefie  of  clamour 
and  diforder  enfued,  during  which  Lacroiz  and  fe- 
veral  other  members  attefted  the  truth  of  Louvefs 
aflertions.  Robefpierre  attempted  to  obtain  pot 
feffion  of  the  tribune ;  but  was  told  that  he  ought 
to  apply  to  be  heard  at  the  bar ;  and  that,  at  aB 
events,  the  accufer  fhould  firft  be  permitted  to 
conclude. 

Louvet  proceeded  to  remark,  that  this  infolent 
demagogue,    with    profcriptions    eternally    in  his 
^  mouth,  accufed  fome  of  the  moft  deferving  repre- 

fentatives  of  the  people,  of  having  fold  the  nation  to 
Brunfwick ;  and  made  that  accuiatipn  the  very  day 
before  the  afiaffinations  began.  In  all  his  bloody 
profcriptions  the  new  minifters  were  always  included, 
ixcept  oncy  and  that  one  always  the  fame.    **  Will 

^«it 
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^  it  be  in  tby  power^  Dam^^a,  (be  added,  d^rtiogliis" 
^<  eyes  on  tbe  late  minifter  of  juftke,)  to  jiiflify  thy 
f«  charader  topofterityforfuch  an  exception?  Do 
*«  not  think,  Robe^ierre,  to  blind  us  by  difavowing 
**  Marat,that  tf;f/«n/^rfK  d^Paffaffinat;  it  was  through 
^^  your  influ^ice,  by  your  harangues  at  the  eledoral 
<c  aflemUies,  where  you  blackened  Prieftley,  and 
^^  white^wafhed  Marat,  that  he  is  now  a  member  of 
**  the  convention."  Louvet  then,  after  relating  the 
c^pofitioa  he  made  to  Marat's  nomination,  and  the 
danger  he  iacurxed  by  it  from  the  pike  and  blud- 
geon-men who  formed  the  body-guard  of  the  dic- 
tator, continued ;  "  I  accufe  vou,  Robefpierre,  of 
^^  having  calumniated  the  befi  patriots,  at  a  time 
^  when  vour  calumnies  amounted  to  profcriptions. 
^^  I  accute  you  of  having,  as  much  as  in  you  lay, 
*^  d^;raded  the  national  rqprefentation*  I  accufi^ 
**  you  of  having  held  youifelf  out  as  an  objed  of 
^*  popular  idolatry}  of  having  given  out,  and 
^  caufed  it  to  be  repeated,  that  you  were  the  only 
"  virtuous  man  in  the  republic  I  accufe  you  of 
**  having  tyrannifed  over  the  eleftoral  affemblies. 
^  I  accufe  you  of  having  aimed  at  fovereign  autho* 
^  ritybyall  means  in  your  power/'  In  conclu* 
fion,  he  implicated  Marat  in  the  charges  he  had 
advanced}  required  that  a  conunittee  ihould  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  condud  of  Robef- 
jnerre }  that  a  decree  ihould  be  pronounced  againft 
thofe  monfter$  who  excited  murders  and  awUEn- 
ations,  againft  a  fadion  which,  from  uK^tives  of 
perfonal  ambition,  was  tearing  the  republic  to  pieces  ; 
aQd  that  the  executive  power  ihould  be  inveiled 
with  authority,  in  all  cales  of  civil  commotion,  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  military  force  in  the  department 
of  Paris,  to  be  employed  as  they  ihould  judge 
expedient.   . 

Though  Robefpierre,   by   his  filly  vanity,  had 

drawn  this  attack  on  himfelf,  he  was  fo  unprepared 

for  a  defence,  that  he  was  confufed,  deftitute  of 

c  c  4  prefence 
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prtfence  of  mind,  or  words  to  exprds  him^.  Tbe 
convention  was  agitated  with  the  moft  violent  m- 
dignation,  and  the  galleries,  not  having  received  any 
inftruftions,  remained  neuter.  When  Louvet  had 
finifhed,  Robefpierre  appeared  in  the  tribune ;  fome  i 
members  (aid  he  ought  not  to  be  heard  but  at  the  1, 
bar;  ibme  wiihed  to  adjourn  till  the  morrow; 
Louvet  voted  that  he  fliould  be  heard  immediately; 
but  Robefpierre  faid  he  only  appeared  there  to  re- 
quefl:  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  make  his  de- 
fence on  the  fifth  of  November,  which  was  granted. 
Louvet  avers  that  in  this  fpace^  the  coward,  think- 
ing his  lad  hour  was  come,  waited  on  him  to  folick 
mercy,  and  complains  that  Petion,  Briflbt,  and 
-  fome  othera  did  not  fecond  his  efforts  with  fufficient 
ardour  "•  He  was  not  apprized  that  their  conneidons 
with  Orleans  were  fuch  as  not  to  permit  them  to 
commit  themfelves  too  hr  in  the  profecution  of  any 
of  his  partifans,  and  that,  though  they  now  ranked 
as  virtuous  republicans,  they  were,  in  h(kj  worthlels 
intriguers.  Barbaroux,  however,  feconded  Louvet's 
efforts  by  a  frefh  denunciation  againft  Robefpierre, 
which  he  made  in  the  interval  preceding  the  fifth  of 
November,  but  it  had  no  other  efieft  than  attacks 
made  out  of  time  and  place  generally  have,  diat  of 
exciting  ufelefs  indignation  on  one  part,  and  pro- 
ducing a  vigorous  defence  on  the  other. 
5tb  Nov.  At  length  the  day  fo  important  to  the  wel&re, 
^.^^*^{-  and  even  to  the  life  of  Robefpierre. arrived.  He 
j»recaV.  omitted  no  precaution  to  infure  fuccefs ;  the  gal- 
tions.  kfies  wer-e  filled  with  women  properly  inftruaed 
how  to  a£V ;  the  public  walks  and  gardens  were 
crowded  with  orators,  who  harangued  in  his  praife, 
and  fome  fellows  carried  tripe  on  a  pole,  which 
they-  fwore  they  would  compel  thofe  .to  eat  who 
fhould  vote  againft  fo  diftinguiflied  a  patriot  ^ 
There  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  gold  and  termr 


»  Lou  vet's  Narrative,  p.  13. 

•  Moore's  Journal,  I'ol.  ii.  p.  13+. 
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had  alfo  been  employed  to  fway  the  decifion  of  the 
members*  It  was,  in  h&y  not  the  particular  caufe 
of  Robefpierre  that  was  depending,  but  the  c&ufe 
of  all  his  party  ;  the  coffers  of  Orleans,  and  the 
{Sunder  of  the  murdered  prifoners  were  devoted  to 
the  neceflary  expences  of  bribery  within  the  affem- 
bly,  and  agitation  without. 

Robefpierre  took  his  place  in  the  tribune,  with  Hi«  dc- 
reftored  fpirits  and  confidence,  and  with  a  prepared  ^*"*^' 
fpeech,  in  which  he  propofed  to  vindicate  his  con* 
duft  from  all  afpexlion. 

After  a  fhort  exordium,  in  which  he  demanded 
from  the  convention  the  fame  patience  and  attention 
they  had  beftowed  on  the  voluminous  charge  of 
his  adverfary ;  he  faid : 

"  Of  what  am  I  accufed  ?  Of  confpiring  to  be  a 
<<  diftator,  a  triumvir,  or  a  tribune  ;  my  adverfaries 
**  feem  to  have  no  decided  opinion  which  of  thefe 
^^  I  aim  at,  but  thefe  Roman  words,  which  are  in 
^  themfelves  mutually  repugnant,  may  be  tranflated 
^  fttpreme  power,  a  phrafe- which  my  accufer  has 
^  ufed  on  another  occalion.  Now  it  muft  be  al- 
**  lowed,  that  if  fuch  a  projeft  were  criminal,  it 
•♦  was  (till  more  audacious ;  for,  to  give  it  effeft, 
**  it  would  be  neceffary  not  only  to  fubvert  the 
**  throne,  but  to  annihilate  the  legiflature,  and, 
**  above  all,  to  have  prevented  its  being  replaced 
**  by  a  national  convention ;  but  in  that  cafe,  how 
**  happens  it  that  I  was  the  firft  who,  in  fpeeches 
^  and  in  writing,  invoked  a  national  convention 
**  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  ills  which  affailed  the 
*^  country  ?  This  propofition  was  denounced  by  my 
**  prefent  adverfaries  as 'incendiary,  but  the  revolu- 
**  tion  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft  more  than  fanftioned, 
"  it  realized  the  projeft.  Need  I  obferve,  that  in 
**  order  to  obtain  the  diftatorlhip,  it  was  not  enough 
"  for  me  to  make  myfelf  mafter  of  Paris,  I  muft 
**  alfo  fubjugate  the  remaining  eighty-two  depart- 
^^  ments?   Where  were  my  treafures^   where  my 
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"  armies  ?  Where  the  fortified  placet  which  1  moft 
^^  have  fecured  ?  AH  power  was  lodged  in  the  hands 
^*  of  my  enemies.  The  mod  moderate  dedttdbft 
^^  I  can  make  from  thefe  premifes  is,  that  before 
^^  this  accufatiofi  can  acquire  a  character  of  proba- 
^^  bility,  it  mull  be  demonftrated  that  I  am  abfb- 
^^  lutely  mad :  nor  do  I  fee  that  my  enemies 
^^  wouki  be  great  gainers  by  this  h£t ;  for  then  it 
^*  would  remain  for  them  to  accoimt  how  fo  many 
*^  wife  men  ihould  have  given  them&lves  the  trouUe 
*^  to  write  fo  many  fine  difcourfes>  fo  many  ^gM 
^^  pofting-biUs  ;  in  IfaorC  to  ufe  fo  many  ezerdons  in 
^^  order  to  expofe  me  to  the  natioi^  convendoB, 
^  smd  to  all  France  as  the  moft  formidable  of  con- 
♦*  fpirators." 

Robefpierre  then  f^>dke  of  his  eonneftion  with 
Marat ;  "  This,  I  (hall  not  deny,  is  one  of  the  moft 
**  dreadful  reproaches  againft  me ;  I  fiiall  give  wj 
^^  profeilion  of  faith  refpe£tmg  Marat,  but  without 
**  faying  any  thing  s^ainft  htm  or  in  his  favovr, 
**  more  than  I  a£hially*  believe,  for  I  am  incapable 
**  of  betraying  my  own  confcience  to  captivate  the 
"  public  opinion."  He  then  procdedcad  to  rdatc 
the  drcumftances  of  their  acquaintance,  which  he 
pretended  began  only  in  January  1792,  and  that 
Marat  was  fo  diffatisfied  with  his  opinions^  that  he 
fpoke  of  him  with  contempt,  as  pofieiling  neither 
the  views  or  the  audacity  of  a  ftatefinait,  and,  oa 
one  occafion,  denounced  him  as  a  FeuiUant,  fof  act 
having  faid  in  a  periodical  paper  (Je  Defenfeur  de  la 
Con/iituiion)  that  it.  was  neceffary  to  fubvert  the 
conftitution. 

"  From  the  period  of  Marat's  vifit  in  January, 
*'  (Robefpierre  continued,)  I  never  faw  him  agam 
"  till  we  met  in  the  eledoral  affembly,  and  here 
''  too  I  meet  with  M.  Louvet,  who  accufes  me  of 
*'  having  pointed  out  Marat  for  a  deputy,  and 
*'  calumniated  Prieftley,  in  fliort,  of  having  ty- 
"  rannized  over  the  electoral  body  by  means*  of  in- 
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^  trigue  and  terror.**    In  sftifwrer  to  this  accufation 
be  fays,  that  fo  iar  from  propofine  Marat  as  a  de- 
puty,  he  propofed  no  one,  but  following  the  ex- 
ample of  fome  of  his  colleagues,   he  confidered 
Imnfelf  as  performing  an  ufefiil  taik  in  fubmitting 
ibme  general  obfervations  on  the  rules  which  ought 
to  guide  the  eleftors  in  the  exercife  of  their  func- 
tions,    ^^  .1  did  not  fpeak  ill  of  Prieftley  ;  I  could 
^  not  fpeak  ill  of  a  man  known  to  me  only  by  his 
•*  literary  reputation,  and  by  an  infult  which  ren- 
*•  dered  him  interefting  to  every  friend  of   the 
••  French  revolution  ^    Do  you  wifh  to  know  the 
^  real  caufe  which  united  the  voters  in  favour  of 
^  Marat  ?   In  that  critical  moment,  when  the  heat 
•*  of  patriotifm  was  inflamed  to  the  higheft  degree, 
••  when  Piris  was  threatened  by  the  approach  of 
**  the  armies  of  tyrants,  men  were  lefs  affected  by 
••  certain  exaggerated  or  extravagant  opinions  with 
•*  which  he  was  reproached,  than  by  the  attempts 
**  of  thofe  treacherous  enemies  whom  he  had  de- 
•*  nounced,  and  the  prefence  of  thofe  woes,  which 
♦•  he  had  foretold/' 

The  orator  then  adverted  to  Louvet's  charges 
tefpeding  his  conduA  in  the  Jacobin  club,  and  in 
the  council-general  of  the  commune.  "  I  exercifed, 
^*  if  my  accufer  is  to  be  believed,  a  defpotifm  of 
•*  opinion  at  the  Jacobin  club,  which  could  only  be 
*•  contemplated  as  the  forerunner  of  a  diftatorfhip. 
♦*  In  the  firfl  place,  I  do  not  know  what  is  meant 
^*  by  a  defpotifm  of  opinion,  particularly  in  a  fociety 
**  of  free  men,  imlefs  it  be  the  natural  domination 
**  of  principles.  Now  this  domination  is  not  peculiar  ' 
••  to  a  man  who  happens  to  utter  thofe  principles, 
•*  but  belongs  to  univerfal  Reafon,  and  to  all  thofe 
•*  who  liften  to  her  voice.  You  fay,  that  fmce  lafl 
♦*  January  the  club  has  been  entirely  governed  by 

P  AiluJing  to  the  burning  of  Dr.  Prie(l]ey*s  lioufe,  and  to  hit  being 
banged  in  c&gy  by  the  populace  ofBinninghanu 
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**  a  £a6^ion,  fmall  in  number,  but  loaded  vAtk 
^^  crimes  and  immoralities,  of  whom  I  was  the  head, 
*'  while  all  prudent  and  virtuous  men,  like  your/elf^ 
**  fighed  in  iilence  at  their  opprefied  condition. 
*'  But  if,  fince  this  month  of  January,  the  Jacobin 
'^  club  has  not  forfeited  the  efteem  and  confidence 
*'  of  the  nation,  and  has  never  fufpended  its  exer- 
^^  tions  in  the  caufe  of  liberty ;  if,  fince  that  period 
^^  it  has  difplayed  an  increafe  of  courage  againft  the 
^*  court  and  la  Fayette ;  if,  fmce  that  period,  it  has 
^^  incurred  the  hatred  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia;  if, 
^^  fmce  that  period,  it  has  received  into  its  bofom 
^^  the  federates  aflembled  to  combat  tyranny,  and 
**  with  them  prepared  the  holy  infurredion  of  the 
^^  loth  of  Auguft,  what  is  the  obvious  cootdofion 
**  to  be  drawn  from  your  afTertions,  but  that  this 
*^  handful  of  fcoundrels  have  overthrown  defpotifm, 
*'  and  that  you  and  your  party  were  too  prudent, 
**  and  too  much  friends  of  good  order  to  engage  in 
^'  fuch  confpiracies.  Suppoiine  it  then  to  be  truey 
**  though  I  am  far  from  admitting  it,  that  I  had,  in 
"  fa£l,  obtained  that  influence  among  the  Jacobins, 
**  which  you  fo  liberally  impute  to  me,  what  de- 
**  duftion  could  you  make  againft  me  from  that 
"  circumftance  ?  You  have  adopted  a  very  effec- 
**  tual  and  commodious  method  of  fecuring  your 
**  own  triumph ;  you  lavifli  the  names  of  fcoundrels 
*'  and  monfters  on  your  adverfaries,  and  difplay 
**  your  own  adherents  as  models  of  patriotifm; 
**  thus  you  crufli  us  at  once  with  the  weight  of  our 
<'  own  vices,  and  of  your  virtues.  But  by  what 
**  right  do  you  aflTcft  to  make  ufe  of  the  national 
"  convention  itfelf  to  revenge  the  injuries  offered  to 
"  your  felf-love,  or  to  your  fyftems?  I  will  not 
"  require  you  to  emulate  the  fentiments  of  repub- 
*'  lican  fouls,  but,  at  lead,  be  as  generous  as  a 
"  king,  imitate  Louis  XIL  and  let  the  le^i/Iator 
"  forget  the  injuries  fuftained  by  Monfieur  Louvei'* 

In 
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In  treating  of  his  conduft  in  the  council-general 
of  the  commune i  Robefpierre  took  a  rapid,  but 
partial  furvey  of  the  operations  of  that  body,  which 
he  defended  by  ingenious  hypothefes,  and  falla- 
cious deductions.  He  faid:  **  Intrigues  vanifh 
•*  with  the  pitiful  paflions  to  which  they  owe  their 
**  exiftence.  Great  aftions  and  great  charafters 
**  alone  remain.  We  know  not  the  names  of  the 
^  factious  wretches  who  pelted  Cato  in  the  tribune ; 
•*  the  eyes  of  pofterity  are  fixed  only  on  the  god- 
^*  like  image  of  that  great  man.  I  will  not  con- 
**  defcend  to  obferve,  that  I  was  never  charged 
•*  with  any  kind  of  commiffion,  that  I  never,  in  any 
**  manner,  meddled  with  any  peculiar  operation, 
*^  that  I  never,  for  an  inftant,  was  prefident  of  the 
**  communsj  and  never  had  the  flighteft  conneftion 
•*  with  the  committee  of  infpedtion,  fo  foully  ca- 
*'  lumniated  ;  I  do  not  infift  on  thefe  circumftances, 
•*  for  taking  the  whole  feries  of  fadls  colleftively,  I 
**  would  cheerfully  confent  to  take  upon  myfelf  all 
••  the  good  as  well  as  the  evil  deeds  attributed  to 
**  that  body,  who  have  been  fo  often  attacked,  for 
**  the  fake  of  involving  me  in  the  inculpation. 

*'  They  are  reproached  with  arrefts  which  are 
"  ftyled  arbitrary,  though  not  one  was  made  with- 
*•  out  a  previous  interrogatory.  When  the  confiil 
**  of  Rome  had  fupprefled  Catilina's  confpiracy, 
**  Clodius  accufed  him  of  having  violated  the  laws* 
**  When  the  conful  gave  an  account  of  his  ad- 
••  miniftration  to  the.  people,  he  fwore  that  he  had 
*^  faved  the  republic,  and  the  people  applauded. 
**  I  have  feen  at  this  bar  certain  citizens,  who  are 
*^  not  Clodiufes,  but  who,  fome  time  before  thie 
**  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  prudently 
**'  fought  refuge  at  Rouen,  emphatically  denouncing 
**  the  conduft  of  the  council  of  the  commune 
**  of  Paris.  Illegal  arrefts  !  Is  it  then  with  the 
**  criminal  code  in  hand,  that  we  are  to  appreciate 
*'  the  falutary  precautions  which  the  pubhc  weal 
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*^  requires  in  thofe  cridcal  emergencies  which  mk 
^  from  the  impotency  c£  the  laws  ?  Why  do  you 
^^  not  reproach  us  with  having  illegally  deftroyed 
^^  the  pens  of  thofe  mercenaries  whofe  trade  it  v^ 
^  to  propagate  impofture,  and  Uafpheme  againft 
**  liberty  r  Why  do  you  not  inilitute  a  commiffioi 
^  to   coUefl  the    complaints   of  ariftocratic    aoi 
**  royalift  writers  ?  Why  do  you  not  reproach  us 
^*  for  having  confined  all  the  ccmfpirators  widm 
*'  the  gates  of  this  great  city?  Why  do  you  not 
^^  reproach   us    for  difarming  fufpefted  citizens} 
**  for  banifhing  from  the  councils,  where  we  deli- 
**  berated  for  the  public  good,  the  avowed  enesiiei 
*'  of  the  revolution?  Why  do  you  not,  at  (mce| 
^^  criminate  the  mumcipality,  the  eledorai  a&m- 
*Vblies,  the  feftions  of  Paris,  and  the  primary  d*- 
*'  femblies,  even  in  the  provinces?  In  Ihort,  why 
^^  not  criminate  all  public  bodies  who  have  iraitttea 
^*  us  ?  for  their  conduft  has  been  in  every  refpeft 
•*  illegaly  as  much  illegal  as  the  revolution,  <he  over- 
**  throw  of  the  throne,  and  of  the  Baftille;  m  a 
'«  word,  illegal  as  liberty  itfelf.     But  what  do  I  fey? 
^^  What  I  depided  as  an  abfurd  hypothefis,  is  a  too 
'*  certain  reality.     We  are,  in  eflfeft,  accufed  of  all 
**  thefe  things,  and  many  more.     Are  we  not  ac» 
*'  cufed  of  having,  in  concert  with  the  executifc 
**  power,   fent  commiffaries   into  various   depart- 
**  ments,  to  propagate  our  principles,  and  detenpiflc 
*^  the  people  to  unite  with  the  Parifians  againft  the 
**  common  enemy  ? 

4«  What  an  idea  muft  thefe  men  have  formed  of 
*♦  the  laft  revolution  ?  DJl  the  fall  of  the  throw 
♦*  appear  fo  eafy  before  it  was  accompli&ed  ?  Was 
^*  nothing  neceffary  but  a  coup-de-main  at  the  Tuil- 
•'  leries?  Was  it  not  alfo  requifite  to  annihilate, 
♦*  throughout  France,  the  partifans  of  tyranny, 
*•  and,  in  courfe^  to  communicate- to  all  the  de* 
♦•  partments  the  falutary  commotion  with  which 
•*  Paris  had  been  recently  eledrified?  But  who, 
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^  after  having  fan£Honcd  infurreaioi^  can  mxtk 
**  the  predfe  point  where  the  waves  of  popular 
^^  tumult  fhall  begin  to  fubfide  ?  At  this  rate,  what 
^  people  could  ever  (hake  oflF  the  yoke  of  de- 
**  fpotifm?  For  if  it  be  true  that  a  great  nation 
^  cannot  rife  by  a  fimultaneous  movement,  and 
*  that  tyraimy  am  only  be  ftruck  by  the  portion  of 
•*  citizens  neareft  to  it,  how  fliall  thefe  dare  com- 
*•  mence  an  attack,  if,  after  the  viftory,  the  deie- 
^  eates,  coming  from  the  remote  corners  of  the 
^  ftate,  are  authorized  to  make  them  refponfibie 
•*  for  the  duration  or  violence  of  the  political  hurri- 
^  cane  which  faved  the  country.  The  world,  and 
**  pdlerity  will  only  furvey  in  thefe  events  their  juft 
••  caufe  and  fublime  effeft;  you  ought  to  furvey 
•*  diem  in  the  fame  manner.  You  fhould  judge 
•*  them,  not  as  judges  of  a  petty  tribunal,  but  as 
**  ftatefmen,  and  legi/lators  cf  the  univerfe.  But  do 
**  not  imagine  that  I  invoke  thefe  eternal  principles, 
♦*  for  want  of  a  veil  to  cover  certain  repreheniible 
^  aftions ;  no,  we  have  no  fuch  need ;  I  fwear  it, 
♦*  by  the  fubverted  throne  and  rifing  republic/* 

Robefpierre  next  treated  of  the  maffacres  in 
September,  in  refpe£t  of  which  he  obferved,  that 
Louvet's  charges  were  vague  and  general.  Speak- 
ing of  Roland,  he  faid,  "  As  to  the  man  who 
**  (depending  on  the  fuccefs  of  defamation,  the 
^'  whole  fyftem  of  which  he  had  previoufly  ar- 
•*  ranged)  thought  he  might,  with  impunity,  affert 
**  in  print  that  I  diredted  thefe  events,  I  could  be 
**  content  to  leave  him  to  his  own  remorfe,  but  re* 
•*  TOorfe  implies  the  poffeffion  of  a  foul.  For  the 
^^  fake  of  thofe  whom  his  impoftures  may  have 
**  mifled,  I  will  ftate  that,  before  the  period  when 
**  thefe  tranfaftions  took  place,  I  had  left  off  fre- 
^*«  quenting  the  council-general  of  the  commune ;  the 
*'  eleftoral  affembly,  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
**  had  commenced  its  fittings ;  and  I  only  learned 
*^  what  was  pafling  in  the.prifons  by  public  report, 

''  and 
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«*  and  much  later  than  moft  other  d&um.  To 
**  form  a  corre£t  idea  of  thefe  events,  the  truth 
^^  mud  be  fought,  not  in  thofe  calumnious  writings 
**  and  fpeeches  which  have  totally  mifreprefented 
"  them,  but  in  the  hiftory  of  the  laft  revolution." 
He  then  proceeded  to  accoimt  for,  and  recapitulate 
the  events  of  the  fecond  of  September  in  a  fallacious 
and  partial  manner,  borrowing  according  to  Dr. 
Moore,  his  principal  ftatements  from  a  book  written 
)>y  Tallien,  one  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  aifailins  on 
that  day,  intitled,  La  VeritS  fur  let  Evenemem  du 
a  Sepiembre ''. 

Availing  himfelf  of  the  inconfiftency  of  his  ac- 
cufers,  he  faid:  "The  moft  ardent  zeal  for  the 
^  execution  of  the  laws  cannot  juftiiy  exaggeradoa 
^^  or  calumny ;  ^  befides,  on  this  occafion,  I  can 
**  cite  againft  the  declamations  of  M.  Louvet,  a  moft 
**  unqueftionable  witnefs,  the  minifter  of  the  in- 
**  terior  himfelf,  who,  while  blaming  popular  ere- 
*'  cutions  in  general,  was  not  afraid  to  fpeak  of  the 
**  fpirit  of  prudence  and  juftice  which  the  peopk 
•*  (I  ufe  his  own  words)  had  fliewn  in  thefe  illegal 
*^  tranfaftions.  What  do  I  fay  ?  I  can  cite  in  fa- 
*'  vour  of  the  council-general  of  the  commune^  M. 
**  Louvet  himfelf,  who  began  one  of  his  numbers 
**  of  the  Ceniinel  in  thefe  words,  *  Honour  to  the 
*'  council-general  of  the  commune^  they  caufed  the 
^^'tocfin  to  be  rung  and  faved  the  country!'  This 
**  was  in  the  time  of  the  eleftions." 

*'  1  am  affured,'*  faid  Robeipierre,  with  the  moft 
audacious  hypocrify,  *'  that  one  innocent  perfon 
*'  peri(hed,  people  have  chofen  to  augment  the 
**  number  ;  weep,  citizens,  for  this  cruel  miftake,  I 
**  have  long  wept  for  it  2  a  good  citizen !  he  was 
**  then  my  friend!  Weep,  even  for  the  guilty. 
**  viftims  referved  for  the  fword  pf  the  law,  who 
*'  fell  beneath  the  blade  of  popular  juftice ;  but  let 
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^  your  grief,  like  every  other  earthly  thing,  have 
"  an  end.  That  fenfibility  which  deplores,  almoft 
"  exclufively,  the  enemies  of  liberty,  appears  fuf- 
"  picious.  Ceafe  to  wave  the  bloody  robe  of  the 
•*  tyrant  before  my  eyes,  or  I  fhali  think  you  are 
"  defirous  to  put  Rome  again  in  chains.  In  hear- 
"  ing  thefe  pathetic  lamentations  over  the  Lam* 
"  balles  and  Montmorins,  fuch  touching  defcrip- 
•*  tions  of  the  confternatibn  of  worthiel's  citizens, 
**  and  fuch  furious  declamations  againft  men, 
"  known  by  a  mode  of  condud  the  exaft  reverfe, 
"  did  you  not  think  you  heard  a  manifefto  of 
"  Brunfwick  or  of  Conde  ? 

**  To  thefe  alarming  piftures  my  accufer  has 
*'  annexed  the  projeft  which  he  imputes  to  me  of 
**  vilifying  the  legiflative  body,  whichy  he  fays,  was 
**  perpetually  tormented^  difgraced^  and  infulted  by  an 
*'  infolent  detnagogue^  who  came  to  the  bar  to  didate 
"  its  decrees.  This  is  tt  kind  of  rhetorical  figure  by 
**  which  M.  Louvet  has  difguifed  two  petitions, 
•*  which  I  was  inftrufted  to  prefent  to  the  legiflative 
"affembly,  in  the  name  of  the  council-general  of 
"  the  commune^  relative  to  the  formation  of  the  new 
^  department  of  Paris.  Vilify  the  legiflative  body ! 
"  What  grovelling  idea  had  you  formed  of  its 
^*  dignity  ?  Learn  that  an  aflfembly  in  which  the 
•*  majefty  of  the  French  people  refides,  can  never 
**  be  vilified^  not  even  by  its  own  aft?.  When  it 
*'  rifes  to  the  elevation  of  its  fublime  miflion,  how 
"  do  you  conceive  that  it  can  be  vilified  by  the  in- 
''  fenfate  difcourfes  of  an  infolent  demagogue  ?  It 
**  can  no  more  be  vilified^  than  the  Divinity  can  be 
**  degraded  by  the  blafphemies  of  atheifm ;  no 
**  more  than  the  luftre  of  that  planet  which  ani- 
"  mates  all  nature,  can  be  dimmed  by  the  clamours 
**  of  the  favage  hordes  of  Afia.*' 

Robefpierre  then  proceeded  to  narrate  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  attended  the  prefenting  of  the 
two  petitions,  in  which  he  infilled  ftrongly  on  the 
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corr^£hie6  of  his  own  proceedings^  and  ridiculed  die 
dmid  conduct  and  vain-glorious  language  of  his 
adverfaries.  He  feid,  "  Qtizens,  if  ever,  after  the 
*'  example  of  the  Lswredemonians,  we  ereft  a  tem- 
*'  pie  to  fear,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  minifters  of 
^  his  worfhip  fhould  be  chofen  among  thofe  who 
^f  are  for  ever  boafting  of  their  courage  and  the 
*'  dangers  to  which  they  have  been  expofed." 

After  animadverting  on  fome  other  lefs  important 
points  of  accufation,  and  expofing  the  mifcondud 
of  his  opponents,  he  concluded  thus  :  . "  Inde- 
^  pendent  of  the  decree  refpeding  an  armed  force, 
**  which  you  have  ufed  ib  many  efforts  to  extort ; 
*'  independent  of  that  tyrannical  law  againft  the 
"  liberty  of  individuals  and  the  Hberty  of  the  jM-efe, 
*'  which  you  have  difguifed  under  fpecious  pre- 
^'  tences  of  reprefling  excitements  to  murder,  you 
"  demand  for  the  miniilry  a  kmd  of  military  dic- 
**  tatorfliip,  you  demand  a  law  of  profcripdon 
*^  againft  thofe  citizens  who  difpleafe  you,  under 
*'  the  name  of  an  oftracifm.  Thus  you  no  longer 
**  blufh  openly  to  avow  the  fhanieful  motives  of  fo 
♦*  many  impoftures  and  intrigues ;  thus  you  fpeak 
*'  of  a  didatorfliip  only  to.  exercile  it  yourfelves 
"  without  reftraint ;  thus  you  declaim  againft 
*'  profcription  and  tyranny,  that .  you,  .yourfelves, 
^^  may  profcribe  and  tyrannize ;  thus  you  have 
**  imagined,  that  in  order  to  make  the  national 
**  convention  blind  inftruments  of  your  guilty  dc- 
*'  figns,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  pronounce  a  crafty, 
*'  romantic  declamation,  and  rnove  that  they  fhould, 
**  without  adjournment,  decree  the  deftruftion  of 
**  liberty  and  their  own  difgrace !  What  need  is 
f'  there  for  me  to  accufe  men  who  accufe  them- 
*'  ftlves  ?  Let  us,  if  poffible,  bury  thefe  <iontempti- 
**  ble  manoeuvres  in  everlafting  oblivion.  May  we 
^  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  pofterity  thefe  ingjorious 
•*  days  of  our  hiftory,  when  the  reprefentatives  of 
^*  the  people,    deluded    by   bafe  •  intrigues,  have 

"  fecmed 


ROBESPIERRE;  403. 

"  feemfed  fo  forget  Ae  exalted  deftiav  to  which 
^^  they  were  called.  As  for  me,  I  fhaU  make  no 
*^  ccMaclufion- relating  perfonally  to  myfelft  I  have 
^  renoun<ied  the  eafy  advantage  df  replying  to  the 
**  calumnies  of  nly  adverfaries  by  more  formidable 
•'  denunciations.  I  renounce  the.juft  vengeance 
•*  which  I  had  a  right  to  claim  againft  my  accufers* 
♦'  I  alk  no  revenge  but  the  return  of  peace  and  the 
**  triumph  of  liberty.  Gitizens,  prefs  forward  with 
"  a  firm  and  rapid  ftep  in  your  glorious  career  j 
**  arid  may  I,  at  the  expence  of  my  life,  and  even 
"  of  my  reputation,  contribute  with  you,  to  the 
^  glory  and  welfare  of  our  country." 

This  defence  Was  heard  with  profound  attention ;  i^,  «ff^, 
it  gained  the  applaufe  of  the  galleries,  and  of  a  party 
in  the  convention.  Robefpierre's  adverfaries  Were  by 
no  means  intimidated :  after  the  printing  of  his  fpeech 
had  been  decreed,  feveral  of  them  prefented  them- 
felves  in  the  tribune  and  at  the  bar,  to  be  heard  in 
fupport  of  the  accufation;  but  his  party  were  ftre- 
nuous  in  calling  for  the  order  of  the  day.  Some 
who  appeared  on  the  other  fide  were  apprehenfive 
left  a  difcuffion  might  produde  a  difdofure  of  truths 
injurious  to  their  caufe ;  fome  dreaded  the  length 
of  debate  which  was  like  to  enfue  from  the,«umber 
of  intended  fpeakers,  and  the  known  tedioufhefs  of 
Ibme  of  them.  Louvet  profefled  bimfelf  ready  to 
anfwer  every  averment,  and  to  c(>mbat  all  the  argu-* 
ments  advanced  by  Robefpierre ;  but  both  Oi-* 
rondifls  and  Mountain  rofe  to  prevent  his  fpeaking. 
Bartere  took- advantage  of  this  ctrcumftance:  he 
laid,  thefe  petty  undertakers  of  great  revolutions 
ought  to  be  more  juftly  appreciated,  and  the  con- 
vention no  longer  troubled  with  their  manoeuvres; 
the  littlenefs  of  their  abilities  formed  the  beft  gua- 
ranty that  they  would  never  become  Syllas  or  Crom- 
wells  ;  and  concluded  by  the-  old  obfervation,  that 
their  attention  ought  to  be  referved  for  the  great 
queftions  which  iriterefted  the  republic.  The  order- 
iff  •  D  D  2  of 
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of  ilhe  day  was  roted.  Thus  terminated  dus  great 
biiiinels:  the  Mountain  obvioufly  gained  an  important 
advantage  in  filendng  the  accuution :  the  prindng 
of  Robefpierre's  fpeech,  which  contained  fo  many 
points  adeaftandumvulgus^  and  which  was  profiifely 
diftributed,^  confirmed  his  popularity,  and  extended 
the  influence  of  his  faction  in  the  departments. 
The  Briflfotines,  whom  fear  had  induced  to  accede 
to  the  meafure,  affeded  to  confider  it  a  triumph ; 
and  Condorcet,  in  liis  paper,  rather  blamed  Louvet 
for  bringing  the  bufmefs  forward.  Louvet,  how- 
ever,  though  not  informed  as  to  particular  ^£ts  re- 
lating to  his  own  party,  faw  the  matter  in  a  juft 
light.  •*  Briffot,  Vergniaud,  Condorcet",  and  Gen- 
**  fonne  (he  fays)  thought  that  palling  to  the  order  of 
**  the  day,  -if  it  laved  Robefpierre,  would  difgrace 
^  him  fo  completely,  as  to  to  deprive  him  of  all 
*'  influence  for  the  future :  as  if  difgrace  had  any 
**  wdeht  with  that  fanguinary  faftion,  and  as  if  phy- 
**  ficai  impunity  could  have  any  other  eflFeft  than  to 
*♦  harden  him  in  guilt.  This  dloniihing  ftep  of  the 
**  republican  party  grieved  me  to  the  heart.  From 
**  that  moment  I  forefaw  that  fooner  or  later  the 
^  po^nard-men  would  prevail  over  the  men  of  prin- 
^  ciple :  that  moment  I  announced  to  my  dear  Lo- 
**  doiflca,  that  we  muft  prepare  for  banifhment  or 
^  the  fcaflfold  '.'*  The  event,  inftead  of  tending  to 
the  difgrace  of  Robefpierre,  produced  an  immediaite 
acceflion  of  popularity  and  refpeft.  The  manner  in 
which  Barrere  treated  the  poffibility  of  his  ever  be- 
coming a  dilator,  by  removing  fear  and  fufpidoo, 
gained  him  a  large  portion  of  public  confidence*. 
A  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  convention  wa$ 
made  the  fame  night  at  the  Jacobin  club,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  rendered  furious  with  indigna? 

»  Louvet*«  KarratiTe,  p.  «3- 
•  •  For  a  very  ample  and  fpirircd  account  of  thefc  attickt  on  Robef- 

pierre, fee  Moore*t  Journal,  voUii.  p.  30  fo  344.    $<e  alfo  J)eb»i«* 
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tion  againft  the  Girondifts,  and  the  names  of  Lou- 
vet,  Roland,  Barbaroux,  Lanthenas,  Rebecqui,  and 
Gircy-Dupr^,  were  ordered  to  be  inftantly  ftruck  off 
from  the  lifts  of  the  fociety ;  while  the  dwellings  of 
Robefpierre  and  Danton  were  conflantly  guarded  by 
a  numerous  patrole,  under  pretence  that  the  federis 
of  Marfeilles,  inftigated  by  the  deputies,  intended  to 
murder  them  \  Louvet  foon  publifhed  the  reply 
he  had  been  prevented  from  delivering  in  the  tri- 
bune, under  the  title,  **  A  Maximilien  Robe/pierre  et 
*'  Jes  Royalijies.^*  Roland,  fenfible  of  the  miftake  his 
partilans  had  committed,  repaired  it  as  far'  as  lay  in 
his  power,  by  a  profufe  diftribution  of  this  pam- 
phlet "•  Briffot,  too  late  aware  of  his  error  in  fanc- 
domng  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  violently  againft  the  meafure,  con- 
temptuoufly  of  Robefpierre's  defence,  and  favour- 
ably of  Louvet 's  publication  *.  Petion  publiflied  a 
letter  on  the  fubjeft,  addreffed  to  the  Jacobin  club '', 
which  occafioned  Robefpierre's  celebrated  anfwer. 
Perion  had  refigned  the  mayoralty  of  Paris,  and" 
Robefpierre  was  again  candidate  for  the  office,  but 
gained  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  votes  *. 

The  popularity  of  the  Mountain,  and  the  difgrace  "'» *xer. 
of  the  other  party,  were  much  increafed  by  the  pro-  Jh°"J,n".^ 
pofed  trial  of  the  king,  to  which  the  former  were  trial.  "^  * 
urging  the  convention  with  unexampled  diligence 
and  rancour,  while  the  others  oppofed  and  delayed 
it  by  all  means  in  their  power.     The  populace,  ex- 
cited by  the  Jacobins,  were  clamorous  and  impatient 
for  the  event;    Robefpierre  was  indefatigable   in 
profecution  of  the  bufmefs :   he  furmounted  diffi- 
culties, and  repelled  objections :  he  made  motions, 
decrees,  and  fpeeches.     One  of  his  orations  on  this    z^  Dec. 
occafion  has  been  much  celebrated ;  Garat  lays  that      '7^'- 

t  LouTeTt  Narrative,  p.  xj»  v  Idem^  p.  26. 

>  Briflbt  a  fet  Comroettant,  p.  X5« 

r  See  Appendix,  N*  IX. 
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**  it  rapidly  brought  the  fcale  of  condemnation  to 
**  preponderate  in  the  balance  of  national  jufticc/* 
He  adds,  relating  a  conyerfation  between  himfelf 
and  Robefpierre,  and  defcribing  himfelf  as  the 
fpeaker :  **  Of  all  the  fpeeches  delivered  on  that 
•'  occafion,  yours  made  incomparably  the  moft 
^  powerful  impreflion  on  my  mind.  Your  funda- 
^^  mental  idea  is  new  and  unexpefted,  and  abfo- 
^'  lutely  confounds  with  aftoniihment  the  judg- 
**  ment  of  the  hearer  or  reader  :  the  ftyle  is  bold 
^^  and  elegant ;  it  abounds  in  paifages  glowing  nvith 
^^  paffion,  and  in  fkilful  tranfitions ;  it  is  an  effort 
**  of  genius  j  but,  I  confefs,  the  logic  of  it  appean 
^*  to  me  very  extraordinary,  and  entirely  falJfe.— 
**  You  prove  fuccefefuUy  enough,  that  it  would 
^'  have  been  lawful  to  put  Capet  to  death  on  the 
**  loth  of  Auguft,  cither  at  the  Cq/Hcj  or  in  the 
**  box  of  the  Logographe^  in  the  national  affcm- 
**  biy,  in  which  he  took  refuge.  It  would  have 
^*  been  but  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  war.  But 
^*  the  right  which  war  gives  of  putting  an  enemy  to 
*'  death,  is  confined  in  its  operation  to  the  time  of 
«*  battle.  When  the  battle  is  over,  the  right  of 
^*  flaughter  ceafes.  None  but  Tartars  think  them- 
^'  felves  at  liberty  to  butcher  their  prifoners  in  cold 
*'  blood :  none  but  the  favages  of  the  American 
^'  forefls  think  they  have  a  right  to  devour  their 
*'  captives  taken  in  war.  Your  fpeech  may  be  a 
^'  model  of  eloquence,  but  it  is,  neverthelefs,  a  fpeci- 
**  men  of  inconclufive  logic  :  to  your  leading  prin- 
**  ciples  there  muft- be  other  principles  added,  in 
^'  order  to  prove  that  the  law  condemning  Cap^ 
*'  to  the  block  was. a  grand  aft  of  national  juHkc 
**  on  the  part  of  France ;  and  to  the  whole  world 
*^  a  great  and  confpicuous  example,  more  lawful* 
**  more  neceffary,  more  ufeful,  than  the  example  of 
^*  the  tri?il  and  execution  of  Charles  I.  of  England* " 
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This  criticifm,  which,  it  muft  be  remembered, 
come$  from  the  pen  of  a  republican,  is  very  candid 
and  correft.  Montjoye's  judgment,  though  a 
ftaunch  royalift,  is  far  more  favourable  to  Robef- 
|Merre.  He  fpeaks  of  the  oration  in  thefe  words : 
**  The  fpeech  which  Robefpierre  made  at  this  me- 
**  morable  epoch  is  perhaps  the  lead  faulty  of  his 
*'  produdions :  it  is  far  (uperior  to  all  thole  which 
**  he  had  produced  hitherto  :  the  ftyle  of  it  is  cor- 
**  reft  J  the  ideas  are  not  gigantic  ;,  it  is  not  in- 
**  fefted  with  that  affeftation  which  is  a  certain 
*'  proof  of  the  depravation  of  tafte,  and  which 
**  alone  gave  reputation  to  Mirabeau  \" 

Robefpierre  exerted  himfelf  incelTantly  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  trial,  and  ufcd  all  his  in- 
fluence  to  make  the  people  partake  in  his  ideas  of 
precipitation  and  violence.  The  whole  ferocity  of 
his  charafter  feems  to  have  difplayed  itfelf.  He 
complained  of  the  intrigues  to  avert  the  propofed 
end  of  the  trial.  "  Louis  ought  to  be  tried  (he 
**  favs)  as  a  tyrant  condemned  by  the  infurreftion 
*'  of  the  people :  a  procefs  is  inftituted  againlt  him, 
**  as  in  the  cafe  of  an  accufed  citizen  whofe  crimi- 
"  nality  is  doubtful.  The  revolution  ought  to  have 
*'  been  cemented  by  his  death  :  the  revolution  it- 
**  felf  is  put  in  litigation.  He  ought  to  have  been 
**  tried  by  the  principles  of  the  rights  of  man : 
**  his  trial  is  founded  on  forms  not  applicable 
**  either  to  natural  right  or  ancient  law ;  but  an 
•*  equivocal  and  monllrous  jumble  of  both.  He 
**  is  tried,  not  according  to  the  fpirit  of  repub- 
**  licanifm,  but  according  to  the  prejudices  of  mo- 
*'  narchy'.**  He  oppofed  every  propofition  ad- 
vanced m  the  convention,  tending  to  fecure  to  the 
king  the  advantage  of  a  fair  hearing,  or  of  a  trial 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  conftitution.     He  at 

b  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierrei  p.  9s.      See  the  Speech  at  length. 
Robefpierre  a  let  Qoipmettanty  vol.  i.  p.  193. 
*  RobtTpiciTe  a  fcft  Commettans,  ¥ol.  i.  p.  413. 
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firft  propofed,  that  after  the  king  had  fubmitted  to 
an  interrogatory,  tlie  convention  (bould  decide  on 
his  fate  in  twenty-four  hours,  without  fepa^ating^ 
When  the  convention  decreed  that  the  kmg  (hould 
have  counfel,  a  deputation  from  the  commune  pre- 
fented  the  plan  of  a  decr^  which  would  have  de- 
prived him  of  every  benefit  of  their  afiifliance ;  the 
convention  felt  indignant  at  the  brutality  of  the 
propofal,  but  Robefpierre,  in  fpite  of  the  prevailing 
clamours,  defended  it,  and  even  maintained  that  it 
was  too  mild  for  the  occafion  \  He  argued  and 
voted  for  the  immediate  death  of  the  king ;  oppofed 
the  hearing  of  his  counfel  on  the  fubjeft  of  an  appeal 
to  the  people  ;  and,  after  they  had  been  heard,  op- 
pofed the  purport  of  their  obfervations.  But  what 
enabled  the  convention  to  perpetrate  this  atrocious 
1 6th  Jan.  aft,  was  a  decree  obtained  by  Robefpierre,  altering 
'793-  the  exifting  law  that  two  thirds  of  the  voices  fliouU 
be  neceflary  to  the  condemnation  of  an  accufed  per-; 
fon,  and  enabling  a  fingle  calling  vote  to  decide  it^ 
That  Robefpierre*s  ambition  urged  him  to  many  of 
thefe  meafures,  is  not  to  be  doubted  ;  but  fear  had 
moft  probably  its  (hare  in  influencing  him,  fince  he 
declared  at  the  Jacobin  fociety,  that  if  the  king  were 
acquitted,  the  members  of  the  legiflative  affembly, 
and  the  convention,  muft  of  courfe  be  cbnfidered 
and  puni(hed  as  rebels  ^« 
lotb  Mar.  The  popularity  and  influence  of  Robefpierre  in- 
^JJPP^^*^  creafed  very  much  after  the  death  of  the  king,  yet  it 
is  not  afcertained  that  his  views  led  to  the  eftabOfli^ 
ment  of  a  diftatorfliip  ;  on  the  contrary,  though  it 
is  much  againd  probability,  he  is  accufed  of  ftill  en* 
tertaining  intentions  of  placing  Orleans  on  the 
throne.  It  is  aflerted,  that  a  projed  was  formed 
for  that  purpofe,  in  which  he  was  to  have  been 
affifted  by  Dumouriez,  and  by  a  general  infurrec- 

*  Moore^s  Joumnl,  vol.ii.  p.495.  Debates.        «  IdeiSi  p*5*3* 
C  Debates*        s  Moore's  Jouinal,  toI.  ii.  p.  €1%. 
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tion  and  raaflacre  in  Paris.  What  renders  this  very 
improbable  is,  that  Orleans  at  the  time  was  loaded 
with  general  execration,  as  much  difliked  by  the 
republicans  as  the  royalifts,  menaced,  detefted,  and 
miferably  impoverifhed.  Robefpierre  had  too  much 
cunning,  and  too  little  eeneroiity,  to  continue  his 
attachment  to  a  man  in  his  circumflances ;  and  as 
to  Dumouriez,  his  army  was  in  want  of  every 
thing,  and  the  perfevering  libelifts  of  Paris,  the  Ma» 
rats,  the  Chaumettes,  hfc.  had  rendered  his  cha- 
rader  fufpicious  to  all,  and  abhorred  by  many. 
The  confpiracy  of  the  loth  of  March  is  one  of  the 
inexplicable  myfteries  of  the  French  revolution. 
To  what  precife  end  it  was  direfted,  or  how  fruf- 
trated,  are  points  equally  unknown.  A  great 
alarm  prevailed  refpefting  it ;  the  Briflbtines  affert 
that  the  aim  of  the  confpirators  was,  to  murder  all 
their  opponents,  to  ftrengthen  their  own  power  and 
the  domineering  influence  of  the  city  of  Paris  over 
the  reft  of  the  republic  **.  Whatever  the  fcheme  was, 
it  failed,  fome  aflert  by  reafon  of  the  cowardice  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans ;  others,  by  means  of  the  vi- 
gilance  and  refolution  of  the  Girondifts.  But  the 
projeft  was  not  without  eflfed,  it  gave  the  party  of 
anarchifts  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  decree  for 
organizing  the  revolutionary  tribunal^  that  infernal 
engine  of  tyranny  and  horrors;  of  renewing  the  ter- 
rible outrage  of  domiciliary  vifitSy  to  difcover,  as  it 
vas  pretended,  concealed  traitors ;  and  of  deftroy- 
ipg  the  libeity  of  the  prels. 

The  conteft  between  the  rival  parties  was  now  31ft  May. 
drawing  to  a  crilis  :   the  Jacobins  had  refolved  the  ^«cr«e  of 
deftruAion  of  the  Briflotiues,  and  though  fruftrated  a?^"nft  The 
in  feveral  of  their  plans^  iheir  determination  was  too  Bnflbiines. 
ftrongly  taken  for  disappointment   to  deter   them 
from  exerting  every  means  for  its  hnal  execution. 

^  Hrifljt  a  fet  Commettan'',  p.  41-  L^>uvet*t  Narrative,  p.  19. 
%%  to  38.  See  aifoConjuiation  dcd'Orleans,  vohiii.  p.  a46«  Con- 
fpiracy of  Robefpierre,  p.ioa. 
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The  eloquence,  the  knowledge  of  public  affairs,  the 
intereft  thefe  men  had  in  the  dej)artments,  and  the 
majority  they  generally  retained  in  the  convention, 
rendered  them  dangerous  to  their  rivals,  and  made 
it  extremely  probable  that  calamity  or  popular  ver- 
fatility  would  rcftore  to  them  the  fuperiority  they  had 
once  attained  over  the  public  mind.  Roland,  in  re- 
tiring from  office  immediately  after  the  death  of  tbc 
king,  had  left  a  very  forcible  memorial  on  the  ftate 
of  affairs  during  and  at  the  clofe  of  his  adminiftta- 
tion  ;  this,  if  taken  into  confideration  by  the  con- 
vention, would  in  all  probability  have  been  pub- 
li{hed,  a  thing  the  Mountain  had  no  reafdn  to  wifli ; 
and  therefore,  in  fpite  of  the  ex-mini(ler*s  repeated 
letters,  refufed  to  permit  it  to  be  reported.  Marat, 
as  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club,  publiibed  an  ad- 
drefs  inviting  all  the  popular  focieties'  to  exert  them- 
felves  in  procuring  the  expulfion  of  thofe  unfaithful 
deputies,  who  betrayed  their  truft  in  not  voting  for 
the  death  of  the  tyrant.  This  produced  a  decree 
for  his  commitment  to  the  Abbaye  prifon  :  he  wa« 
tried  and  acquitted,  and  refumed  his  feat  in 
triumph  ^  It  is  afTerted  by  an  author  of  the  Brif- 
fotine  faftion,,  that  there  was  a  bargain  between  the 
crowned  heads  in  alliance  againft  the  republic,  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  Mountain,  that  twenty-two  of  the 
BrilTotines  fhould  be  malTacred  :  and  he  adds,  that 
this  plot  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  the  20th 
of  May :  they  were  then  to  have  been  arrefled, 
conveyed  to  a  houfe  in  the  fuburb  of  Montmartre, 
and  murdered.  A  forged  correfpondence  between 
them  and  Cobourg  was  prepared,  which  after  their 
death  was  to  have  been  brought  forward,  and  a 
ftory  circulated  of  their  having  emigrated.  He  fays 
they  had  abundant  proofs  of  this  confpiracv ;  but 
as  none  of  thefe  appear,  as  the  flory  itfelt  is  ex- 
tremely improbable,  and  no  account  given  of  the 

1  See  Marat. 
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means  by  which  the  plan  was  difclofed  and  fruflrated, 
it  is  not  entitled  to  credit^.  There  is  no  doubt 
Louvet  believed  fome  fuch  plot  to  be  in  agitation, 
and  the  miferably  haraffed  (late  of  the  party  during 
this  conteft  is  expreffively  defcribed  by  his  obferv- 
ation  that,  from  the  loth  of  March  to  the  30th  of 
May,  they  flept  from  hon^c  perhaps  fifty  times,  that 
is,  every  other  night  ^  A  committee  of  twelve  had 
been  appointed  to  examine  into  the  caufes  of  the 
projefted  infurreftion  of  the  loth  of  March;  their 
report  was  ready,  Rabaud  de  St.  Etiehne  was  to 
prefent  it  to  the  convention,  and  Hebert,  one  of 
the  municipality,  had  been  arrefted  by  their  orders. 
The  Mountain  were  fenfible  that  it  was  their  intereft 
to  oppoie  thefe  proceedings,  and  made  arrangements, 
in  private  committees  held  at  Charenton,  to  infure  a 
viftory.  Revolutionary  committees  had  been  formed, 
who,  under  pretence  of  fearching  for  foreigners  and 
traitors,  committed  the  moft  barefaced  and  impudent 
robberies ;  great  numbers  were  fent  to  prifon,  and 
it  was  freely  intimated  to  them,  that  the  fcenes  of 
September  were  to  be  renewed.  This  induced 
many  to  facrifice  part  of  their  fortune  to  obtain 
their  freedom,  and  the  plunder  increafed  the  power 
of  the  Jacobins.  A  central  committee,  compofed 
of  Marat  and  feveral  other  furious  ruffians,  many  of 
them  foreigners,  exerted  a  control  over  the  revo- 
lutionary committees,  from  which  they  were  felefted, 
and  finally  ufurped  the  whole  powers^ of  govern- 
ment*  This  committee  refblved  to  eflfeft  the  impri- 
fonmcnt  and  death  of  the  BrilTotines ;  and,  as  a  pre- 
liminary ftep,  demanded  of  the  convention  a  fup« 
preffion  of  the  committee  of  twelve.;  which  was  de- 
creed, but  its  report  was  firft  to  be  made  on  the 
31ft  of  May.  On  that  day  the  central  committee 
gave  the  conmiand  of  the  national  guard  to  Hen- 
iriot,  a  creature  of  theirs ;  who,  at  the  head  of  fixty 

^  LouTet.    See  hit  Narrative^  P«  5S* 
1  Louvet*$  Narrauvci  p,  46. 
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thonfand  men,  with  cannon,  and  furnaces  for  heat- 
ing balls,  furrounded  the  convention.  The  tocfm 
had  been  rung,  the  generale  beat,  and  the  whde 
city  put  into  a  ilate  of  conflemation  and  infurreftioiL 
The  prifoners,  who  thought  they  were  to  be  imme- 
diately maflfacred,  filled  the  air  with  dreadful  cries* 
The  Girondifts  were  in  the  greateft  confufion  and 
alarm  ;  fome  repaired  to  their  pods  in  the  convea- 
tion  ;  fome  fought  fafety  in  concealment  and  flight. 
Rabaud  flood  with  his  report  in  his  hand,  but  not 
being  able  to  obtain  a  hearing,  left  the  hall.  A 
deputation  appeared  from  the  communey  who  pre- 
fented  a  petition,  demanding  the  heads  of  twenty<r 
two  members  of  the  ccmvention,  befides  the  com^ 
mktee  of  twelve.  The  convention  referred  this  to 
the  committee  of  public  fafety,  requiring  them  to 

it  June,  make  a  report  in  three  days.  /  Though  the  Moun- 
tain were  not  entirely  fuccefsful  in  this  attempt,  they 
would  not  give  up  the  point.  The  central  com-r 
-mittee,  the  next  day,  of  their  own  authority  arrefted 
the  ex-mini(lers,  le  Brun  and  Roland,  and  the  wife 
of  the  latter.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  they 
marched  at  the  head  of  the  armed  force  again  to  \fu 
veft  the  hall  of  the  convention,  and  renewed  the  pc-j 
tition  of  the  day  before.  The  convention  had  ftill 
firmnefs  fufficient  to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  required  the  petitioners  to  fupport  their  denun^ 
dation  by  proofs.  But  this  kind  of  proceeding 
was  not  fatisfaftory  to  the  infurgents,  they  gave 
Henriot  more  decided  inftruftions,  and  refolved 
on  the  morrow   to  bring  the   afiair  to  a    termi- 

»i!  June,  nation.  Accordingly  the  tocfm  was  again  founded, 
the  whole  city  under  arms,  and  Henriot,  with  a 
confiderable  reinforcement,  furrounded  the  halL 
The  galleries  were  filled  with  revolutionary  women, 
armed  with  daggers,  with  which  they  threatened  the 
obnoxious  deputies  ;  and  all  the  avenues  to  the  hall 
were  filled  with  armed  people,  who  prevented  the 
members  from  retiring.    It  is  probable  that  many 
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of  tlie  orders  given  by  the  revolutionary  committee 
were  extremely  vague  and  uncertain,  or  perhaps 
kept  fecret  from  fome  of  the  apparent  heads  of  the 
Mountain,  for  in  many  inftances  they  difplayed  a 
want  of  unanimity  which  would  have  ruined  them, 
had  the  other  party  been  at  their  polls,  and  ready  to 
have  taken  advantage  of  circuniftances.  The  cen-^ 
tral  committee  renewed  their  demand  :  the  conven- 
tion again  palTed  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Imme- 
diately  the  infurreftion  aiTumed  a  mod  formidable 
appearance :  the  cannon  were  pointed  towards  the 
avenues,  and  the  members  forbid  to  leave  the  place.  - 
Several  battalions  feized  the  inner  pods  of  the  hall, 
and  prevented  all  communication  between  the  de- 
puties within  and  the  people  without.  The  prefi- 
dent  ordered  Henriot  to  draw  off  his  troops,  but  he 
returned  for  anfwer,  that  as  foon  as  he  had  fulfilled 
the  orders  of  the  people,  he  would  attend  to  thofe  of 
the  convention ;  but  that  if  they  refufed  to  deliver 
op  the  traitorSy  he  would  order  the  cannon  to  be 
fired  upon  them.  Danton,  unacquainted  with  all 
the  fecrets  of  his  party,  burft  into  a  rage  at  this  in- 
folence,  and  demanded  the  death  of  the  ruffian 
Henriot.  The  convention  ordered  the  officers  next 
to  the  entrance  of  the  hall  to  be  called  to  the  bar  : 
they  appeared,  but  gave  no  information  towards  un- 
ravelling the  confpiracy.  Barrere,  feeing  the  Gi- 
ronde  like  to  be  overcome,  made  an  infidious  pro- 
pofal  to  the  profcribed  deputies,  for  the  fake  of 
peace  and  the  good  of  the  country,  to  fubmit,  and 
fufpend  themfelves  from  their  fiinftions.  Some  of 
them  were  weak  enough  to  fall  into  fo  grofs  a  fnarej 
but  Barbaroux  and  Lanjuinais  refided  it,  and  ex- 
pofed  the  tyranny  exercifed  over  them  with  fo  much 
force,  that  it  is  extremely  probable,  if.  all  the  reft 
of  the  deputies  had  been  in  their  places,,  if  the  elo- 
quence and  credit  of  Briflbt,  Rabaud,  and  the  others 
had  been  exercifed,  they  wquld  have  obtained  the 
15  vidory. 
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of  decrees  gained  from  the  complaifant  convend(^ 
which  feemed  to  promife  a  perpetual  llavery  to 
France.  He  obtained  a  decree,  that  the  country 
fhould  be  in  a  (late  of  revolution  tili  a  general 
peace.  He  obtained  the  appointment  of  a  revolu- 
tionary army,  with  a  guillotine  for  PMt  of  its 
equipage,  which  being  compofed  of  ruffians  of  bis 
own  feledion,  and  for  whom  he  procured  a  pay  rf 
forty  fou8  a-day,  was  entirely  at  his  devotion.  He 
obtained  a  decree,  the  mofl  extraordinary,  perhaps, 
ever  made  by  a  legiflative  body,  authorizing  die 
apprehenfion  of  fufpefted  perfons,  and  making  the 
fufpicion  of  his  enemies  a  crime  in  the  individual, 
for  which  he  fuftained  imprifonment  and  death. 
Priefts,  nobles,  and  foreigners  were  perfecuted  widi- 
out  mercy  or  remorfe ;  tranfported,  put  to  deaA 
without  trial,  buried  in  dungeons  in  -daily  fear  of 
aflaflination,  or  murder  under  colour  of  the  law; 
many  thoufands  of  thefe  unfortunate  clafles  in- 
.  voked  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  on  their  inhuman 
perfecutor.  The  people  imbibed,  or  were  taught 
to  affume  an  air  of  ferocity.  One  of  the  feftions  of 
Paris  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  convention,  in 
which  it  requefled  them  to  facrifice  nine  hundred 
thoufand  heads^  and  the  revolution  would  be  per- 
fedly  eftablifhed.  The  Jacobins,  flill  the  obedient 
and  ready  tools  of  Robefpierre,  required  of  the 
conventiota  that  terror  fhould  be  declared  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  that  the  law  that  members  ihould 
be  heard  before  the  pafling  of  an  accu&tion  againft 
them  fhould  be  repeslled.  Will  it  be  believed  by 
pofterity  ?— The  flupid  and  enflaved  convention 
aAually  paffed  this  felf-murdering  decree.  They 
eftabliflied  as  principles,  that  pity  was  a  fign  of 
treafon ;  that  the  exiftence  of  a  republic  could 
not  be  maintained  without  the  power  of  defboying 
every  thing  which  oppofed  it.  This  extended  alike 
to  perfons  and  opinions,  to  fentiments  avowed  and 
aded  upon,  and  to  thofe  only  imputed  by  finifter 

jealoufy, 
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j^oufy,  5r  interefted    furmife. '   It  was   decreeid, 
that  death  fhould  be  the  punifliment  of  thofe  who 
fliould  confpire  to  change  the  republican  form  of 
government ;  of  thofe  who  fhould  refift  the  revolu- 
tionary government,  of  thofe  who  fhould  harbour 
perfons  accufed  of  confpiracies  after  their  denuncia- 
tion ;  of  thofe  who  fhould  correfpond  verbally  or 
by  writing  with  prifoners,  and  of  the  jailors  who 
affifled  or  permitted  fuch  correfpondence.     All  ex- 
nobles  were  banifhed  from  Paris,   and  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  filch  flrid  forms  of  regiftration,  as  left 
them  every  hour  at  the  mercy  of  the  committee  of 
public   faf^ty.      It  was  decreed  that  tranfportation 
to  the  coaft  of  Africa  fliould  be  the  punifhment  of 
thofe  who  complained  of  the  revolution,  which  was 
extended  to  mean  of  any  of  the  afts  done  by  the 
ruling  party  ^. 

Thefe  extraordinary  powers  were  not  granted  all  The  revo* 
at  once,  but  were  never  withheld  when  an  applica-  J"/^unaL 
tion   was  made  to  the  convention^      The  revolu- 
tionary tribunal,  entirely  devoted  to  the  party  from 
whom  it  derived  its  exiftence  and  authority,  made 
with  the  mofl   favage  indifference,  and  even  plea- 
fantry,  all  the  facrifices   required  of  them.     The 
forms  of  inculpation,  defence,  and  evidence  were  . 
totally  difregarded,  and  the  perfons  whofe  lives  were 
required,  were  merely  infulted  by  the  pretence  of  a 
trial  by  jury.     It  is,  in  laft,  a  cruel  mockery  to  give 
the  name  of  jury  to  a  number  of  men  permanently 
eftablifhed   in   their  fituation ;  not  elefted  by  the 
prifoner,  or  fubjecl  to  be  challenged ;  deliberating 
in  public,  and  pronouncing  feparately  their  opinions 
aloud  **.     Their  deliberation  was  a  mere  farce,  for 
one  of  the  judges  daily  attended  Robefpierre  with 
a  liftj  from  which  he  marked  out  a  certain  number 
with  a  crofs,  and  they  were  devoted  to  certain  de-* 

P  On  tbefe  fabjt£Vs,  fee  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  ; 
Nccker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  4.38. 5  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  186.  190.  § 
Erat  ilc  la  France  &  Suite  de -PEtat  de  la  France,  paHioi. 

^  Sec  Briflbt  »  fes  Commcit^tis,  p.  37. 
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ftru£Uon '.  The  powers  of  this  tribunal  were  fo 
extenfive,  and  the  decrees  on  which  they  Vfctc 
founded  of  fuch  extraordinary  latitude,  that  it  vm 
almoft  impoflible  for  innocence  to  efcape.  The 
only  puniftment  they  pronounced  was  death,  and 
that  was  applied  to  fuch  indefinite  crimes  as  favour' 
ing  the  imptmity  of  arijiocracy ;  calumniating  pa- 
iriotifm  ;  feeking  to  vilify  the  revolutionary  tribunal; 
to  corrupt  the  public  mind  and  confcience  ;  zndjioppin^ 
the  progrefs  of  revolutionary  principles.  The  necef- 
fary  proofs  confifted  of  every  defcription  of  docu- 
ment, whether  material,  verbal,  or  written,  which 
carries  in  itfelf  a  felf-evidence,  and  when  there 
were  material  or  moral  proofs,  no  witneffes  were  to 
be  heard.  The  rule  of  the  fentence  was  the  confcience 
tf  the  jurors  \  and  the  procefs  the  means  which 
good  fenfe  fliould  indicate  to  eftablifli  the  folidity  of 
the  fafts '.  No  perfon  denouncing,  another  was 
obliged  to  affign  his  motives,  to  difcover  his  name 
or  place  of  abode.  The  party  denounced,  was  ar» 
refted  without  proof,  interrogated  without  atten- 
tion to  form,  infulted  by  the  court,  and  condemned 
,  without  mercy  or  hope  of  pardon  \ 
Punifh-  Invefted,   by  the  concurrence  of  drcumfhnccs 

!T*^"'  ^^  rather  than  any  effort  of  premeditation  or  con- 
members  tnvauce  on  his  part,  with  powers  lo  unlimited,  it 
of  ihe  con-  y^^^^  perfeftly  natural  for  Robefpierre  to  feek  his  own 
fccurity,  in  the  deftruftion  of  thofe  who  could 
make  any  refiftance  to  his  authority.  The  Briffotine 
deputies  were  early  viftims  to  this  principle.  The 
unfortunate  queen,  and  the  worthlefs  Egalite,  the 
perfecuted  and  the  perfecutor,  fell  under  the  fame 
puniftiment,  and  fo  entirely  was  Robefpierre  mafter 
of  the  public  opinion,  that  equal  applaufes  attended 
thefe  two  ads,  fo  apprently  contradiftory.     But  it 

'  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p*433. 
«  See  Necker  on  the  Revolmion,  vol.  i,  p.  4,47,     Jordan'j  Political 
State  of  Europe,  vol.  vii.  p.'aj. 

«  Suite  de  riitat  Ue  Ja  France,  p.  29. 

was* 


feOBESPIERRE.  419 

\ji^  hot  fufficient  to  rid  himfelf  of  thofe  who  had 
conftandy  been  his  opponents,  fome  of  his  affociates 
Were  too  volcanic  to  be  trufted  long.     Bazire,  who,  18th  Nor. 
unconfcious  that  he  was  digging  his  own  grave,  had     '^^^^ 
applauded  and  fupported  the  decree  which  deprived 
deputies  of  the  privilege  of  being  heard,  was  one  of 
the  earlieft  objefts  of  its  oppremon.     He,  together  16th  Man 
with  Chabot,  Thuriot,  and  feveral  others,  was  fent     «794. 
to  jail,  and  from  thence  to  the  fcaffold.     But  a  more  15th  Mar. 
important  operjttion  demanded  a  greater  exertion ;     '794* 
Hd>ert,  jealous  of  Robefpierre's  power,  and  anxious  of  Hcbeit. 
to  extend  his  own,  mafter  of  the  club  of  Cordeliers, 
as  Robefpierre  was  of  the  Jacobins,   meditated  his 
impeachment.     Maximilian,  informed  of  the  faft, 
tefolved  Hebcrt^s  deftruftion ;  yet  he  proceeded  with 
caution :  he  firft  employed  Camille  Defmoulins  to 
write  him   down,  which  he  did  with  confiderable 
wit  and  humour.     Hebert,  feeing  by  this  that  fome- 
tbmg  was  in  agitation  againfl  him,  took  advantage 
of  an  ilbiefs  with  which  his   rival  was  attacked  % 
to  excite  the  Cordeliers  to  infurreftion.     He  made 
a  fpeech  againft  Robefpierre,  in  which  he  declared 
that  tyranny  exifted  ;  he  caufed  a  veil  to  be  thrown 
over  the  table  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  aftually 
fuccecded  in  caufing  one  of  the  feftions  of  Paris  to 
declare  itfelf  in  a   ftate  of  infurreftion^   but   his 
triumph  was  fhort,  he,  with  eighteen  of  his  accom- 
plices, was  appreliended,  delivered  over  to  the  re- 
volutionary  trU)unal,  and  from   them,  in  natural 
Gourfe,  to  the  guillotine.     The  club  was  diflblved  *. 
The   atrocities  committed  and  excited   by  thefe  Hopes  of 

S)eople,  made  their  deftruftion  an  aft  of  great  popu-  ^*^*I^P^* 
arity.  All  who  retained  any  refpeft  for  religion ; 
all  who  wiflied  for  the  re-union  of  their  countrymen 
in  the  accuftomed  bonds  of  focial  intercourfe ;  ail 
who  felt  folicitous  for  the  termination  of  thofe  fcenes 
rf  murder  and   horror  which  daily  infulted  hu- 

*  Play  fair**  Hiftory  of  Jacobimfin,  p.  615. 

*  Sec  H  ftorrcs.     Mifc  WiUiams^s  Letter t  in  1794,  vol.  lii.  p.  64.* 
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Inanity,  hailed  this  epoch  as  the  dawn  of  that  day 
which  was  to  produce  the  accomplifhment  of  their 
hopes,  and  gave  way  to  the  tranfports  excited  by 
fuch  an  expeSation.  The  event  proved  the  fallacy, 
religion  was  no  farther  re-eftablifhed  than  by  a 
verbal  acknowledgment  of  the  exiftence  of  a  God, 
and  a  feftival  in  honour  of  him,  more  like  burlefqae 
than  religion  ;  focial  intercourfe  became  more  dan^ 
gerous  than  ever,  from  the  increafed  refervc  re- 
quired by  fanguinary  edifts  and  frequent  accu6- 
tions ;  the  torrents  of  blood  which  every  day  flowed 
'  fiom   the  fcaffolds  demonftrated   too  forcibly  that 

the  reign  of  Robefpierre  and  that  of  anarchy  and 
terror  were  to  be  coeval. 
^x"(!ive  Who  (hall  defcribe  all  the  horrors  which  at  this 
Robcr!*'  period  ftained  the  foil  of  France?  What  mode  of 
l»iciTc.  narration  can  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  raider  an 
adequate  idea  ?  A  general  enumeration  of  vidims 
would  convey  no  dUlinft  notion  of  tfiat  dreadfal 
fyftem  which  involved  guilt  and  innocence,  which 
refpeded  neither  old  age,  adolefcence,  fax,  ficknefe, 
pregnancy,  courage,  or  paft  fervices;  while  a  feparate 
recapitulation  of  the  cafes  of  the  various  fufferen 
would  fill  volumes  with  records  of  cruelty  un- 
paralleled in  the  annals  of  tyranny,  without  ambrd- 
ing  a  clear  pidure  of  the  horror,  di(lra£tion,  and 
defolation  which  pervaded  the  country.  Who  Ihall 
in  future  times  obtain  belief  when  he  relates  die 
cruelties  and  affaffinations  pradlifed  at  Lyons,  Mar- 
fellies,  Nantz,  and  Jp  la  Vendeeij  the  horrible  joy 
with  which  the  national  convention  applauded  and 
repeated  the  revolutbnary  jokes  of  the  aflaffins  and 
encouraged  their  bloody  progrefs;  and  the  indif- 
ference with  which  that  body  fuffered  their  own 
members  to  be  fnatched  from  them,  and  4he  citi- 
zens of  Paris  faw  their  relations  and  friends  daily 
xronfigned  to  the  executioner  by  wretches,  who 
outraged  juflice  by  an  utter  contempt  of  all  forms 
of  jurifprudential  proceeding,  and  humanity  by  the 

favage 
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feVage  indifference,  and  even  affefted  pleafan try  with 
which  they  committed  their  murders  ^  ?     Will  it  be 
believed,'  that  the  wives  and  children  of  innocent 
prifoners,  when  they  went  to  the  houfes  of  deputies, 
to  folicit  in  their  behalf,  were  turned  to  indecent 
ridicule,  and  compelled  to  drink  and  dance  *  ?     Will 
it  be  believed,  that  in  one  of  the  departments,  all 
the   unmarried  young  women,  and   even   all   the 
children  of  a  town,  down  to  feven  years  old,  were 
compelled  to  march  in  proceffion  to  the  Temple  of 
Reafon,  and  take  an  oath  never  to  marry  any  but 
true   republicans*?     "  'ITie    complete   portrait  of 
^  "  Robefpierre*s  political  life    (fays  Freron)  is  re^ 
^*  ferved  for  hiftory,  but  we  may  now  briefly  touch 
**  upon  the  oppreffion  which  he  extended  over  us, 
"  an4  over  all  the  republic.     How,  in  a  fociety  of 
"  brother^  and  friends,  a  word,  a  gefture  of  his 
"  was  fufficient   to  procure  any   man's  expulfion 
^*  from  the  Jacobin  club,  and  how  the  man  who  was 
"  ftruck  out  from  the  lift  of  that  fociety,  was  fooi> 
"  ftruck  out  from  the  lift  of  the  living.      How, 
"  under  the  pretence  of  a  revolutionary  govern* 
^*  ment,  "he  artfully  contrived  to  fet  the  convention 
"  above  principles,  the  two  committees  above  the 
"  convention,  the  committee  of  public  fafety  above 
"  the  committee  of  general  fafety,  and  himfelf  above 
"  the  committee  of  public  fatety.     How,  in  this 
"  hall,  to  deliver  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  of 
"  Robefpierre,    was   to  obtain   a   parfport   to  the 
"  guillotine;    how  .he  fijled  aJJ  the   prifons   with 
**  excellent  republicans ;  how  he  corrupted  the  re- 
"  volutionary  tribunal,  where  judgments  of  death 
"  w^re  pronpunced  in  terms  of  jocularity  ^" 

To  what  did  all  this  tend,  or  what  were  the  fpe-  E^^'^'n- 
cific  obje£ls  of  his  views  ?  becomes  a  natural  queftioiK  h,g^vi!l 


view*. 


y  Sec  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  I9T, 

'  Briflbt  a  fcsCoinmettans,  p.  84. 

*  Tench's  Correfpondencc,  p.  tiS. 

^  Speech  on  ih«  Liberty  of  the  Frc«s.     Sec  Debatesi  Aug.  i79+. 
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He  has  been  accufed  by  fome  of  a  confpiracy  vith 
the  combined  powers  to  difmember  France;  by 
others  of  royalifm,  or  a  view  to  reftorefome  brandb 
of  the  royal  family ;  but  dther  of  thefe  imputationi 
becomes  incredible  when  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafurcs 
in  war  which  he  fandioned,  and  the  unabating  aver, 
fion  he  conftantly  kept  alive  againft  royalty  arc 
confidered.     It  is  averred  that  he  meant  to  affumc 
the  royal  dignity  himfelf,  either  as  king,  or  under 
fome  other  name  ;  and  that  he  had  privately  vifitcd 
the  princefs  royal  in  prifon,  with  an  intention  to  fe 
her  at  liberty,  and  marry  her  ^  j  but  this  and  many 
other  reports  I  confider  as  mere  inventions  of  the 
triumphant  party,  and  not  entitled  to  cre4it.    His 
ambition  was  abundantly  gratified  by  the  exalted 
fituation  to  which  he  was  raifed,  and  in  which  he 
might  have  fecured  himfelf  by  relaxing,  after  the 
deftruftion  of  his  opponents,  the  fyftem  of  terror; 
but  this  was  fo  far  from  the  cafe,  that  to  his  lad 
hour  his  thirft  for  blood  feems  to  have  grown  more 
and  more  infatiable.     Avarice  had  no  (hare  in  his 
compofition,    for  though   he  permitted  the  moft 
iniquitous   peculation    in   his   inferior   agents,  his 
hands  were  clean,    and   he  died  without  having 
amaffed  any  property*.     Luxury  hJtd  few  charms 
for  him ;  he  was  refined  rather  than  otherwife  in 
his  taftes,  but  fo  moderate  in  his  enjoyments  as  to 
acquire  the  name  of  the  French  Cato  *.     What  then 
had  he  in  view  ?  Nothing ;  abfolutely  nothing  deter- 
minate.    Pufhed  on  by  accident,  not  contrivance, 
raifed  by  the  fortuitous  occurrences  of  the  times, 
and  by  explofions  prepared  by  other  men,  to  an  im- 
expefted  eminence,  power  had  the  ufual  eflfefton 

<  Pagen,  Tol.ii.  p.  407. 

*I  He  h  faid  to.  have  encouraged  the  peculation  of  his  infenor  3g«ntf, 
that  he  mifijht  be  enabled,  at"  any  lime,  to  effeft  their  deltroft»«w>« 
Suite  de  I'Etat  de  la  France,  p.  34.. 

e  He  is  faid  to  have  been  addifted  to  liquor.  See  Teocb's  Cwrt- 
fjpondence,  p.  196. 
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Inm  in  drawing  forth  the  latent  propenfities  of  the 
heaiU  He  was  ungrateful,  jealous,  envious,  and 
tiniid ;  andto  thefe  qualities,  whetted  by  the  fenfe  of  the 
perilous  ftate  in  which  he  flood,  mufl  be  attributed  all 
the  terrible  fcenes  which  marked  his  reign  ^  Blood 
was  become  his  element,  and  he  caufed  the  eiFufion 
as  neceilary  to  his  exigence.  Talents,  virtue,  birth, 
wealth,  excited  in  him  envy  or  fear,  and  marked 
out  their  poffeflbrs  to  his  fury.  Surrounded  with 
men  devoted  to  crimes,  and  whofe  ruin  mud  have 
produced  his  own,  he  fought  in  the  continuance  of 
anarchy  and  profcription,  the  perpetuation  of  his 
own  power  and  fafety.  Crimes.were  become  familiar 
to  him ;  and  the  depraved  propenfities  of  his  heart 
bdng  aroufed,  he  no  longer  knew  any  bounds  to 
his  defire  of  blood.  The  whole  period  of  his  exalt- 
ation aflforded  no  one  inftance,  except  in  the  field, 
which  was  honourable  to  the  nation.  The  requi- 
iition,  and  rifing  in  a  mafs,  an  idea  of  the  moft 
.extenfive  fublimity,  was  converted  into  an  engine  of 
oppreflion ;  the  maximum^  that  abominable  offspring 
of  tyranny  and  folly,  was  a  fource  of  endlefs  rapa- 
city, plunder,  profcription,  deterioration  of  pro- 
-vifion,  and  famine.  Religion,  that  correQ:or  of  the 
human  hearty  that  confoling  panacea  for  every  mental 
wound,  was  profcribed ;  the  .  torpid  dodrine  that 
*'  Death  is  an  eternal  fleep,**  publicly  avowed,  ex- 
tended its  influence,  and  blighted  every  affeftion 
3nd  every  principle.  There  never  was  known,  in 
the  annals  of  man,  a  period  where  the  want  of 
virtue  was  encouraged  as  a  public  boaft;  whera 
Jiypocrify  dreffed  herfelf  in  the  character  of  Vice 
inftead  of  its  oppolite  j  yet  this  phsenonxenon  diC- 

f  Necker  fays  of  him,  "  No  one  Ijiihcito  has  difclofed  the  rtterved 

•*  fccitis  of  this  unparalleled  tyrant ,  no  oi»«  has    imvcilcd  ilie  dark 

*'  combinations  of  his  mind  :  tltus  the  fyliem  of  his  ambition^  the 

**  limit  of  his  hopef,  have  remained  to  be  guffled  at ;  and  perliips  it 

**  is  of  confequence  to  the  honour  of  human  nature  to  confidcr  him  at 

••  a  preternatural  being,  with  whom,  even  from  tludy  and  obfcrvation, 

••  the  mind  can  enter  into  no  affinity.*' 
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tinguiflied  the  reign  of  Robefpierre.  Every  ono 
who  valued  his  own  fafety  was  forced  to  applaud  and 
repeat  fentiments  which  made  his  blood  run  cold ; 
and  many  who  had  incurred  fufpicion  were  obliged 
to  boaft  of  aftions  they  had  never  committed,  and 
at  which  their  heans  recoiled.  How  could  it  be 
othepwife  when  informing,  treachery,  caliminy,  and 
affaffination  were  erefted  mto  virtues ;  when  the  fen- 
timents of  nature  were  carefully  extinguifbed,  and 
fury,  perfidy,  and  inhumanity  lighted  up  in  their 
ftead.  The  fervant  denounced  his  matter,  the  friend 
betrayed  his  friend,  brothers  accufed  their  brothers, 
fathers  their  fons,  and  children  their  parents ;  they 
were  applauded,  and  received  the  homages  of  their 
corrupted  country.  Men  of  genius  and  talents  in 
every  clafs  excited  the  rage  of  the  tyrant,  they  were 
claflfed  as  a  new  ariftocracy ;  it  could  not,  in  every 
inftance,  be  fear  which  occafioned  this  fentiment; 
men  of  letters  might  have  unfolded  and  held  him  up 
to  deteftation,  but  what  had  he  to  fear  from  artifts, 
jchymifts,  and  the  aftors  of  the  theatre  Franfm? 
It  was  envy,  the  bafe  offspring  of  a  cold,  contraSed 
heart,  afted  upon  by  the  recoUefKon  of  difappoint- 
ment  in  one  of  the  roads  to  celebrity.  The  nobles 
were,  in  the  moft  wanton  manner,  confined  and 
moved  from  prifon  to  prifon  ;  every  avenue  to  the 
city  prefentdd  the  difgufting  fpeftacle  of  one  or  more 
vart-loads,of  thefe  unfortunate  perfonages  of  both 
fexes  and  of  every  age,  from  infancy  to  extreme  old 
age,  exempt  from  a  charge  of  crime,  tied  with  thdr 
hands  behind  them,  and  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  the  fury  of  the  elements,  or  the  ftill  more 
diftrefling  outrages  of  the  hordes  of  revolutionary 
banditti,  who  loaded  them  with  every  difgufting 
infult  language  can  fupply.  The  inha^tants  of 
jParis  were  daily  fhocked  with  the  fight  of  cart-loads 
of  perfons  fimilarly  bound,  going  to  the  guillotine  5 
this  infernal  objeft  took  away  the  pleafure  of  their 
bell  walk,  reddened  their  ftreets  with  the  gore  which 

adhere4 
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adhered  to  thefhoes  of  thofe  who  had  direded  their 
fteps  near  the  place  where  it  was  erected,  and  fhed 
human  blood  in  fuch  profufion,  that  the  earth  being 
incapable  of  abforbing  it  all,  it  ran  to  difcolour  the 
waters  of  the  Seine.  The  night  was  no  lels  terrible 
than  the  day,  for  befides  the  dread  of  domiciliary 
vifits,  of  plunder  and  afiai&nation,  thofe  whom  ill- 
nefs  or  accident  kept  awake  were  alarmed  with  the 
noife  of  carts  carrying  people  to  fome  of  the  prifons, 
which  were  now  to  be  found  in  every  ftreet,  and 
from  one  to  the  other  of  which  the  prifoners  were 
conveyed  in  the  moft  outrageous  and  wanton  manner. 
The  guillotine  feemed  to  fuperfede  or  prefide  over 
every  thought ;  even  the  women  are  faid  to  have 
given  to  their  babes,  inftead  of  a  coral,  a  machine 
which  reprefented  the  aftion  of  that  inftrument,  and 
the  falling  of  the  human  head  under  its  flroke. 
The  paffage  of  the  condemned  through  the  ftreets 
to  the  guUlotine  was  embittered  by  every  farcafm 
and  infult  brutality  and  malice  could  fuggefl^ 
and  it  was  not  uncommon  to  fee  children  of  twelve 
years  old  fucking  the  blood  which  trickled  from  the 
^atal  machine  K 

The  expences  of  government  were  incalculable.  Expenccof 
The  fabrication  of  aflignats  was  fo  great,  that  the  f^^^l^' 
daily  confumption  of  paper  for  them  alone  amounted 
to  fix  thoufand  reams  **.     The  committees  of  furveil- 
lance,  thofe  abominable  hods  of  fpies  and  robbers, 
were  maintained  at  an  expence  of  near  thirty-two  miU 
lions  of  pounds  Jierling  a-year  K     Thefe  were  but  the 
lead  confiderable  parts  of  the  public  expenditure; 
the  convention,  the  armies,  the  navy,  all  other  de- 
partments were  adminiftered  with  equal  prodigality. 
The  people  were  expofed  to  all  the  miferies  of  fa-  Mifery  of 
mine ;  commerce  was  annihilated,  and  induftry  fup-  ^*«  p«>p»^ 
prefled:  the  pofTeflion  of  wqjth   was  certain  de- 

f  Etat  dc  la  France,  p.  77. 

*  Tcr.ch'«  t'oncfpondcnce,  p.  177.  i  Idem,  p.  189. 
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ftru£lion,  as  Robcfpierre  had  been  kiiowa  to  dci 
dare,  that  he  did  not  think  it  neceflary  for  the  ricfap 
eft  man  in  the  republic  to  pafle&  more  than  three 
thoufand  livres  (131 A  5s.)  a-year\    The  holdii^[ 
any  of  the  necefl^es  of  life  fubje&ed  the  citizen  to 
the  infults  of  revolutionary  plunderers,  and  the  hor^ 
rors  of  a  breach  of  the  law  of  maximunu     Humanity 
ihudders  at  hearing  the  diftrefles  to  which  the  poor 
were  reduced ;  there  was  in  Paris  a  general  want  of 
bread,  meat,  milk,  eggs,  and  even  fiieL     The  de- 
preciated paper-money  would  not  aflford  a  fufficiency 
of  thefe  articles  to  fupport  the  wives  and  Sunilies  of 
the   labourers,    and   the   difficulties    fuftained  by 
the  poor  furpais   defcription  and    belief.      When 
they     complained     of     diftrefs    at    home,     they 
were  direfiked  to  turn  thdr  thoughts  towards  the 
glories  of  the  armies  of  the  republic,  to  fuffer  vrith 
patience  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  to  impofe 
on  themfelves  voluntary  feds,  or  civic  lents.    Far 
more  harfh  treatment  awaited  them  if  they  uttered  a 
complaint  oil  the  fubjeft  of  their  profcribed  or  im- 
prifoned  relatives :  a  deputation  of  women,  in  ooiif 
fiderable  number,  came  one  day  to  the  convention, 
to  folicit  the  enlargement  of  parents,  fons,  or  huf- 
bands,  fnatched  from  them  and  buried  in  dungeons. 
Their  tears,  the  eloquent  language  of  nature,  which 
foftened  the 'tribunes  into  filence,  only  increafed  the 
fury  of  Robefpierre;   he  accufed  them  of  ariftof 
cracy  j  of  a  wifli  to  oppofe  the  progrefe  of  the  revo- 
lution, by  enervating  the  meafures  of  the  convention* 
After  hearing  thefe,  and  many  more  brutalities,  they 
were  difmifled  to  devour  their  chagrin  in  retire 
ment. 
A  party         In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  Robefpierre  feems 
igXft      gradually  to  have  loft  fight  of  all  his  cunning,  to 
Robei-       have  forgot  the  means  to  which  he  owed  his  eievar 
ptcrre.       ^^^^  ^^^^  iutoxicated  by  a  plenitude  of  power,  to 
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have  addicted  himfelf  without  rcferve  to  his  moft 
fel'ocious  propenfitics,  regardlefs  of  the  public  opif 
Bion,  and  indifferent  to  the  cenfures  of  his  colleagues* 
-An  q)pofition  from  any  of  them  was,  as  Freron 
iaid,  a  paffport  to  the  fcaffold  j  but  on  the  fltghteft 
hint  of  a  contrariety  of  opinion,  he  gave  way  to  the 
violence  of  his  temper,  and  overwhelmed  them  with 
the  coarfeft  abufe.  His  ingratitude  or  fear  tri- 
umphed  over  his  judgment  m  the  deftruftion  of 
Danton,  his  conftant  friend  and  defender,  and  the 
principal  engine  of  his  elevation;  Camille  Delinou- 
Kns,  and  Fabre  d*Eglantine,  to  whom  he  owed 
much  of  his  popularity.  The  execution  of  thefe 
deputies  alarmed  the  reft ;  Danton  had  a  ftrong 
party  in  his  interefts,  and  thefe  reinforced  by  others, 
whom  fear,  jealoufy,  or  honefty  united  againft  the 
tyrant,  formed  a  confpiracy  which  at  laft  freed  their 
country  from  the  fcourge  of  his  exiftence.  This 
tafk  was  attended  ^with  difficulty  and  danger  appa- 
rently infurmountable ;  the  power  of  Robefpierre 
pxceeded  that  of  any  monarch  in  Europe  ;  the  Ja- 
cobins were  entirely  devoted  to  him,  and  by  means 
of  their  affiliated  focieties,  fpread  their  fentiments  all 
over  France ;  the  ftaff  and  principal  officers  of  the 
national  guard  were  of  his  own  appointing,  and  the  ^ 
major  part  of  the  artillery  of  the  capital  was  at  his 
difpofal ;  the  commune  of  Paris  was  fervilely  de- 
voted to  his  commands,  and  many  of  them  were 
judges  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  That  ex- 
ecrable  court,  together  with  the  revolutionary  com- 
mittees, and  his  legions  of  armed  ruffians,  infured 
the  fubjeftion  of  Paris,  and  the  influence  of  that 
city  extended  over  the  remainder  of  France.  The 
members  of  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  in  their 
reports  to  the  convention,  loaded  him  with  the 
moft  exaggerated  praifes,  and  the  journalifts  extolled  • 
him  above  all  the  heroes  of  antiquity.  Wherever 
he  went  he  was  furrounded  by  a  crow9  of  officious 
batterers,  who  attended  to  every  one  of  his  motions, 
9  and 
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and  feemed  to  place  their  whote  happinefs  in  his  fmile. 
The  Jacobins  had  given  him  the  title  of  incorruptible, 
and  this  was  generally  annexed  to  his  name.  He  r^ 
ceived  numerous  addreffes  from  the  departments, 
in  which  all  the  modes  and  expreilions  of  adulation 
were  exhaufted*  He  was  ftyled,  "  the  glorious, 
*'  incorruptible  Robefpierre,  who  covers  the  republic 
^^  by  his  virtues  and  talents,  as  with  a  fliield ;  who 
"  joins  to  the  felf-denial  of  a  Spartan  or  Roman  of 
"  early  date,  the  eloquence  of  an  Athenian.  Even 
**  the  tendemefs  and  humanity  of  his  difpofition 
"  were  praifed !  One  man  congratulated  himfelf 
"  on  a  perfonal  refemblance  to  him  ;  and  another, 
**  at  the  diftance  of  fix  hundred  miles,  declared  he 
^^  was  haftening  to  Paris  to  feafl:  his  eyes  with  a 
"  fight  of  him.  He  was  compared,  not  by  an  in- 
"  dividual,  but  by  a  body  of  people,  to  the  Mcf- 
**  fiah,  announced  by  the  Supreme  Being  as  the 
**  reformer  of  all  things ;  and  afterwards,  he  was 
**  faid  to  manifeft  himfelf,  like  the  Almighty,  by 
"  miracles.  On  fome  occafion  a  Te  Deum  was 
"  performed  for  him,  the  burthen  of  which  was 
*'  Vive  Robefpierre — vive  la  Republique  K'** 
a^d  May  The  cnthufiafm  of  admiration  and  fervile  adula- 
So'^ored  ^^^^  ^^^  carried  to  its  extremeft  height  by  a  re- 
aitenipt  to  ported  plot  to  aflaffinate  him,  entered  mto  by  a  wo- 
affamiiaic  ^^Xi  of  the  name  of  Cecile  Regnaud,  and  a  man 
named  Amiral.  The  only  fadls  proved  againft  the 
wonfian  were,  that  fhe  demanded  to  fee  Robefpierre 
with  impatience  and  haughtinefs,  and  faid  fhe  wifbed 
to  know  how  a  tyrant  was  made.  Apiind  had  at- 
tempted to  piftol  Collot  d'Herbois.    Regnaud  "  was 

guillotined 

1  Tenches  Correfpondence,  p.  194..  Frpm  Courtois*  report  of  16  Ni- 
Yofc  (5ih  January). 

"  AiMEE  Cecilb  Recnavlt  Of  Regnavd,  was  daughter  of  3 
ftationer,  living  in  rui  U  Lantemt^  in  the  fe^Uon  ot  U  Citi,  From  her 
condiiA  ftie  appears  10  have  been  deranged  in  her  intelJeAs.  She  went 
to  the  houfe  where  RobefpieiTC  refided,  and  demanded  to  fee  him : 
bcitig  inforaied  be  was  not  at  bomei  fiic  anrwcred,  it  was  Tcrfaftonifl)- 
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guillotined  together  with  her  father,  mother,  and 
aunt,  who,  without  proof,  were  adjudged  to  be  ac- 
complices in  her  plot  This  drcumftance  afforded 
the  lianguinary  tyrant  a  plea  for  accelerating  his 
courfe  in  the  race  of  blood ;  he  was  diffatisfied  with 
the  tardinefe  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  which, 
though  it  deftroyed  fifty  or  threefcore  a-day,  with 
no  form  of  trial,  or  any  ceremony  fave  that  of  call- 


ing  that»  at  a  public  funAiontry,  he  was  not  at  home.  Pofleffing  Aicli 
a  place  as  he  did,  he  ought  always  to  be  at  home  and  ready  to  (tc 
thofe  who  had  bufiners  with  him.  The  purport  of  thefe  words  alarmed 
J>uplai»  the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  who  immediately  apprehended  and 
carried  her  before  the  committee  of  public  fafety.  In  their  way  (he  ob- 
ferved  that,  during  the  old  government,  the  king  was  always  accifliblc; 
and  that  (he  would  (hed  the  laft  drop  of  her  blc^  ro  have  a  king  again, 
fiting  alked  by  the  committee  if  (he  had  ufed  the  above  expreffions, 
(he  readily  acknowledged  them  ;  and  added,  that  there  were  then  in 
France  fifty  thoufand  tyrant5,  and  (he  wanted  to  fee  liow  a  tyrant  was 
made.  On  this  (he  wa«  committed  to  the  Conciergerie,  together  with 
ber  father,  mother,  and  aunt.  She  underwent  another  examination, 
during  which  (he  repeated  her  former  a(rertions  :  her  inquifitcrs  wanted 
her  to  add  that  (he  went  to  Robefpierre*8  houfe  in  confequence  of  a 
confpiracy  to  a(ri{rmate  him,  and  threatened  that  if  (he  did  not  confefs 
it,  all  her  family  (hould  fuffer.  She  perfiftcd,  neverthelcfs,  in  deny- 
ing any  fuch  intention.  Anew  fpecies  of  torture  for  the  difcoveiy 
of  truth  was  invented  by  thefe  fapient  inve(ligators  :  as  Cecile  was  in 
the  prime  of  youth,  in  her  twentieth  year,  very  handfome,  and  dre(re(| 
with  care  and  neatnefs,  they  had  her  clothes  taken  from  her,  and  after 
making  her  put  on  fqualid  rags  in  their  ftead,  renewed  their  interro- 
gatory :  (he  perfevercd  in  her  denial  of  the  confpiracy,  and  with  con- 
Tiderable  tffcSk  rallied  her  examiners  on  -the  abfurdity  of  their  expert* 
inent.  She  was  then  transferred  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and 
put  to  the  bar,  together  with  Amira),  her  own  relations,  and  upwards 
of  threefcore  perlbns  befide,  moil  of  whom  had  been  in  prifon  fix 
months  before,  and  had  never  feen  or  heard  of  her.  The  jury,  on 
bearing  their  names  called  over,  declared  themfelves  (ufficiently  in-» 
ftruded,  and  pronounced  fentenceof  death  on  the  whoJe  party,  fixty- 
nine  in  number,  without  hearing  evidence  or  defences  they  were  all 
guillotined  the  15th  of  May.  Her  two  brothers,  who  were  fight- 
ing on  the  frontier,  were  arreted,  loaded  with  chains,  and  fent  to 
Paris }  but  before  the  executioners  bad  time  to  beftow  their  attention 
on  them,  the  revolution  of  the  %yth  of  July  depiived  them  of  their 
murderous  power.  There  lis  no  doubt  but  infanity  muft  have  been 
the  caufe  of  this  unfortunate  young  woman^s  proceeding ;  that  (he 
was  not  emulous  of  imitating  Charlotte  Corday  appears  by  her  going 
unprovided  with  cfFenfive  wcnpons;  that  (he  did  not  expeft  impunity 
appears  by  her  having  furnifhedherfelf  with  a  bundle  of  linen,  exprcfsly 
4KGLttIe  it  would  be  ufelul  to  ber  in  prlfou. 
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ing  oyer  their  names,  fcemed  too  flow  for  thd 
rapidity  of  his  deftru^Hve  deiires;  it  was  propofed 
at  the  Jacobin  club  to  kill  three  thouland  a^day  widi 
grape-ihot,  till  the  prifons  fliould  be  emptied ;  and 
orders  were  aftually  given  for  enlarging  the  court  erf 
the  revolutionary  tribmal,  fo  that  two  or  three  him-* 
dred  perfons  might  be  difpatched  at  once.  Whether 
his  fears  of  aflaffination  were  real  or  affeded,  be 
made  ufe  of  the  reports  raifed  on  the  fubjeft  to 
»5ih  May. gratify  hIs  vanity  as  well  as  his  cruelty;  he  made  a 
pompous  fpeech  in  the  convention,  wherein  he  ex- 
aggerated the  magnitude  of  his  fervices  and  dangere, 
and  challenged  the  gratitude  of  his  cotemporaries, 
and  the  admiration  of  pofterity.  He  alfo  made  ufe 
of  it  to  a  purpofe  ftill  more  deteftable ;  to  obtain  die 
decree  for  giving  no  quarter  to  Englilh  or  Hano- 
verian prifoners ". 
tih  June.  In  the  midft  of  the  horrors  he  excited,  of  the 
honoa"of  executions  with  which  he  enfanguined  his  native 
the  Su-  land,  hardened  againft  the  impremons  of  felf-abhor- 
fikiT^,  I'ence,  which  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  unrelenting 
favagenefs  ought  to  have  infpired,  Robefpierre  had 
the  incredible  affurance  to  propofe  a  feftival  in  ho- 
nour of  the  Supreme  Being,  that  creative  power* 
who  even  in  the  majefty  of  oflFended  juftice,  dejiretb 
not  the  death  of  a  /inner j  and  to  propofe  himfdf  as 
high-prieft  on  the  occafion.  In  a  prepared  fpeech* 
replete  with  affeftation,  he  aflerted,  as  if  it  were  a 
diicovery  of  his  own,  the  exiftence  of  a  Deity,  and 
the  immortality  of  the  foul  j  and  enforced  the  doc- 
trine with  thofe  trite  topics  which  would  hardly  b€ 
thought  worthy  to  fill  a  page  of  a  fchool-boy's  excr* 
cife,  exprefled  in  all  the  florid  pompofity  of  felf- 
conceit,  and  uttered  in  the  complacent  accents  of 
felt-applaufe.      This  feftival   aftually  took  place) 
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For  an  account  of  Cecile  Rcgnaulft  apprehenfion  tnd  examin- 
ation, fee  Jordairs  Political  State,  vol.vi,  p.  461.;  Mifs  WiUiaoif'i 
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p.  366.  J  Flaytdii^s  liiftory  of  Jacobinifm^  p.637. 
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Danrid  (he  painter  arranged  the  order  of  the  pro« 
ceflion^  the  decOTafions  of  the  altar,  the  ornaments 
of  the  houfes,  and  the  vihoXt /pelade  of  the  Champ 
de  Mars.    The  following  aniiiated  and  accurate  dc- 
fcription  of  it  is  taken  from  the  Letters  of  Mifs  Wil- 
liams ^     "  David,  ever  ready  to  fulfil  the  mandates 
**  of  his  mafter,  Robefpierre,  fteps  forth,  marflbals 
**  the  proceffion,  and,  like  the  herald  in  Othello, 
•*  orders  every  man  to  put  himfelf  into  triumph !— • 
^  At  this  fpot,  by  David's  command,  the  mothers 
•*  are  to  embrace  their  daughters — at  that,    the 
**  fathers  are  to  clalp  their  fons — here  the  old  are  to 
**  blefs  the  young,  and  there  the  young  are  to  kneel 
*^  to  the  old — upon  this  boulevard  the  people  are  to 
•*  fing— upon  that,  they  moft  dance— at  noon  they 
♦*  muft  liften  in  filence,  and  at  fun-fet  they  muft 
•*  rend  the  air  with  acclamations.— —The  citizens 
♦«  of  P^s  had  been  invited,    and   the  invitation 
^*  amounted  to  a  command,  to  decorate  their  houfes 
**  in  honour  of  the  feftival.     Accordingly  Paris  on 
**  that  morning,  lighted  up  by  brilliant  fun-(hine, 
**  prefented  the  mod  gay  and  charming  fpeftacle 
**  imaginable.     Woods  had  been  robbed  of  their 
**  Ihadc,  and  gardens,  to  the  extent  of  fome  leagues, 
**  rifled  of  their  fweets,  in  order  to  ?dom  the  city^ 
**  The  walls  of  every  houfe  were  covered  with  luxu- 
"  riant  wreathes   of  oak  and  laurel  blended  with 
^*  flowers  J    civic    crowns    were    interwoven    with 
**  national  ribbands  j    three-coloured  flags   waved 
**  over  every  portal ;  and  the  whole  was  arranged 
^  with  that  light  and  airy  grace  which  belongs  to 
^  Parifian  fancy.     The  women   wore  garlands  of 
**  ff efli-blbwn  rofes  in  their  hair,  and  held  branche& 
**  of  palm  or  laurel  in  their  hands  ;  the  men  placed 
*^  oaken  boughs  in  their  hats,  and  children  ftrewed 
•*  the  way  with  violets   and   myrtle.     The  repre- 
^  fentatives  of  the  people  had  large  three-coloured 
^  plumes  in  their  hats,  national  fcarfs  thrown  acrofs 

^  LettcxtJn  I794>  vol.  ti.  p.  S6. 
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^^  their  (houldersy  and  nofegays  of  blended  wheaf- 
^^  ears,  fruits,  and  flowers  in  their  hands,  as  fymbols 
^^  of  their  miflion.  A  great  amphitheatre  was 
*^  raifed  on  the  garden  or  thp  Thuilleries  imine* 
**  diately  before  the  palace,  now  the  feat  of  the 
*'  convention^  Upbn  a  tribune  in  the  centre  of 
*'  the  theatre,  Robefpierre,  as  prefident  of  the  con- 
*^  vention,  appeared ;  and  having  for  a  few  hours 
*«  difencumbered  the  fquare  of  the  revolution  of  the 
**  guillotine,  this  high-prieft  of  Molochj^^  within 
*^  view  of  that  very  fpot  where  his  daily  facrificc  of 
*'  human  viftims  was  offered  i^p,  covered  with  their 
"*^  blood,  invoked  the  Parent  of*  univerfal  nature, 
**  talked  of  the  charms  of  virtue,  and  breathed  the 
^^  hope  of  immortality.  When  the  foul  fiend  had 
**  finifhed  this  impious  mockery,  he  defcended  from 
*^  the  tribune,  and  walked  with  great  folemnity 
*'  towards  a  grptefque  kind  of  monument  that  was 
**  raifed  upon  the  bafon  in  the  front  of  the  palace, 
*'  which  bad  been  covered  over  for  that  purpofe. 
*^  On  this  monument  was  placed  a  mif-lh^pen  and 
**  hideous  •figure,  with  afs's  ears,  which  for  feme 
*^  hours  ferved  as  an  enigma  to  the  gaping  crowd, 
**  who  knew  not  how  to  account  for  this  lingular 
•*  appearance ;  till  Robefpierre  having  fet  fire  to 
**  this  image  of  deformity,  which  was  declared  to  be 
**  the  fymbol  of  atheifm,  its  cumbrous  drapery 
*^  fuddcnly  vanifhed,  ai)d  a  fair  and  majeftic  form 
**  was  difcovered,  emblematical  of  wifdom  and 
**  philofophy.  Atheifm  being  thus  happily  dc- 
*'  ftroyed,  the  convention,  attended  by  a  numerous 
^^  proceffion  of  people,  and  preceded  by  triumphal 
*'  cars  and  banners,  marched  to  the  Champ  de  Marsy 
^'  where,  with  much  toil  and  coft,  a  rocky  mountain 
**  had  been  reared,  upon  whofe  lofty  fummit  the 
"  tyrant  and  his  attendants,  climbed,  and  from 
**  whence  he  once  more  harangued  the  people; 
*'  and  the  feftival  clofed  with  hymns  and  choral 
"  fongs  in  honour  of  the  Supreme  Being/' 

Whik 
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WhHe  this  execrable  monfter,  by  this  facrilegidil§  Hisimpro. 
ceremony,  feemed  to  place  himfelf  point-blank  in  the  ^^^^' 
very  aim  of  the  vengeance  of  an  offended  Deity ; 
while  making  his  puerile  harangue,  he  waved  in  one 
of  his  blood-ftained  hands  anofegay,  in  the  other  his 
hat :  doubtlefs  many  who  had  to  require  of  him  the 
blood  of  parents,  children,  relations,  and  friends^ 
lifted,  up  their  hands  to  the  God  he  profaned  in 
ardent  and  pious  ejaculation  for  an  emanation  of* 
divine  wrath  to  rid  the  earth  of  its  greateft  pefl:* 
Their  prayers  were  heard ;  from  that  day  he  feems 
to  have  ftood  marked  as  a  perfon  on  whom  the 
ftroke  of  Death  was  ready  to  defcend.  In  the  pro* 
grefs  of  the  feftival,  he  gave  much  offence  by  affeft- 
mg  to  walk  at  the  head,  and  at  fome  diftance  from 
his  .colleagues.  He  had  put  .them  out  of  temper  by 
a  childifh  difplay  of  vanity  in  keeping  ifhem  and 
the  impatient  fpedators  waiting  two  hours  after  the 
appointed  time  before  he  made  his  appearance.  A 
feeble  attempt  was  made  by  fome  of  his  moft  refolute 
partifens  to  raife  a  cry  of  "  Vive  Robefpierrc!^*  but 
it  was  not  re-echoed  by  the  multitude. 

The  motives  of  Robeipierre's  conduft  during  the  Efforts  of 
latter  part  of  his  life  are  involved  in  a  confiderable  Ijcn^*^,^' 
degree  of  obfcurity,  they  form  a  riddle  which  it  is 
not  eafy  to  folve.  The  power  he  already  poffeffed 
fo  extenfive,  fo  apparently  ftable,  left  him  nothing 
to  defire,  unlefs  it  were  a  greater  name,  as  that  of 
king,  didlator,  proteftor,  or  perpetual  prefident; 
but  to  have  attslined  that  end  it  was  neceffary  to 
have  conciliated  the  affeftions  of  the  people,  by  re* 
mitting  in  fome  degree  the  operation  of  terror.  So 
far  was  he  from  doing  this,  that  every  day  pre- 
fented  an  enlarged  lift  of  viOims  to  his  rage  for 
blood,  and  meafures  were  in  agitation  to  increafe 
flill  more  the  exterminating  power  of  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal.  If  his  own  fafety  prompted  him 
to  meafures  fo  deftruftive,  he  ought  not  to  have 
remained  fo  long  as  he  did  indifferent  to  the  move- 
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ments  of  the  junto  he  faw  forming  m  the  conven- 
tion againft  him.    It  is  faid  that  a  party,  headed  by 
Bentabole,    and    confiding  of   Collot   d'Herbds,^ 
Vadier,  and  Tallien,  had  been  leagued  together  for 
fome  months,  and  that  thefe  men  had  relblved,  if 
other  means  failed,  to  aflaflinate  Robefpierre  in  the 
convention' ;  but  there  is  much  improbability  in  the 
toth  June,  account.     Two  days  after  the  feftival,  an  abridgment 
of  his  power  took  place,  which  ought  to  have  con- 
vinced  him  of  the  decline  of  his  influence,   and 
urged  him  to  its  re-eftablifhment  by  fomefpeedy  and 
effeftual  ftroke.     The  aft  alluded  to  is  that  which 
deprived  the  committees  of  public  fafety  and  of  gene- 
ral fecurity,  of  the  power  of  fending  members  of  the 
convention  to  trial  before  the  revplutionary  tribunal, 
till  that  body  (hould  have  framed  the  articles  of  their 
accufation.     Robefpierre's  conduct  on  this  occafioii 
fhews  the  littlenefs  of  his  mind ;  incapable  of  pre- 
paring, combining,  and  maturing  a  confpiracy,  but 
accuftomed  to  lurk  in  a  recefs  during  the  hurricane, 
and  afterwards   to  come  forward  and   aflume  to 
himfelf  the  credit,  that  he  might  derive  advantage 
from  the  event,  he,  on  this  occaiion,  left  the  front 
of  the  battle  to  his  partifans,  and  for  four  decades 
abfented  himfelf  from  the  committees  and  the  con- 
vention.    His   pufdlanimtty  confounded  his  parti- 
fans ;  the  committee  of  general  fecurity  was  immicai 
to  him,  and  he   meditated   their  deftru^on,  but 
had  not  time  to  eSeft  it.      In  the  committee  of 
public  fafety  a  ftrong  party  was  formed  againft  Urn, 
ne  knew  their  intentions,  and  included  their  namet 
in  one  of  his  lifts  of  profcription ;  this  lift  was  found 
in.  the  hands  of  one  of  the  revolutionary  jury Vho 
had  been  arrefted,  and  by  alarming  the  fears  of 
thofe  whofe  names  were  infcribed  in  it,  acceleraced 
the   event  of    an  open  rupture.      The  Jacobins^ 
amongft  whom  were  a  great  many  of  the  friwds  of 
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Danton,  and  many  confidants  of  the  profcribed  de- 
puties, were  not  difpofed  to  enter  into  all  the  views 
of  Robefpierre  with  fo  much  ardour  as  he  wifhed. 
They  maintained,  on  many  occafions,  a  torpid  in- 
difference, which  drew  on  them  the  reproaches  of 
the  younger  Robefpierre.    The  ingratitude  of  Maxi- 
milian  was  now  about  to  be  thoroughly  and  feverely 
punifhed.     The  energy  and  refolution  of  Danton, 
the  eloQuence  of  Camille  Defmoulins,  and  the  ad- 
drefs  ot  Fabre  d'Eelantine  were  wanting  to  him  in 
this  emergency,  and  very  ill  fupplied  by  the  brutality 
and  inconfideratenefs  of  Hennot,  the  vulgarity  and 
heavy  ignorance  of  Couthon  and  St.  Juft,  and  the 
negative  afliftance  and  ftudioufly  concealed  fervices 
of  the  abbe  Syeyes  and  laClos**.    Yet  to  triumph 
over   the  tyrant  was  not  matter  of  facility;   the 
habitual  deference  paid  him,  the  ftrength  of  his 
party,  united  by  a  guilty  fear,  and  the  difunion  of 
his  opponents,  occafioned  by  terror,  rendered  the 
event  of  a  conteft  extremely  precarious.     He  was 
known  to  poflefs  an  unlimited  influence  over  the  na- 
tional guard,  and  the  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris 
were  devoted  to  him.     The  party  in  oppofitioh  did 
not  know  their  own  ftrength  j  for  many  who  inwardly 
hated  the  tyrant,  and  faw  in  his  deftruftion  their  only 
hope  of  farety,  externally  paid  him  the  moft  fervile 
homage,  and,  as  well  in  his  abfi^nce  as  when  he  was 
prefent,  made  his  praifes  their  favourite  theme. 

At  length,  he  himfelf  threw  down  the  gauntlet  ft^'^  Juij. 
of  hoftility.     He  appeared  in  the  tribune  of  the  ^'j^^^J^^^J'* 
convention  after  a  long  feceffion,  and  in  a  prolix,  v^Rtioo. 
ill-conneded  fpeech,  complained  of  the  treatment 
he  received  from  intriguers  and  calumniators,  both 
abroad  ^d  at  home ;  at  the  head  of  thofe  abroad  he 
placed  the  duke  of  York  and  Pitt;  thofe  at  home  he 
would  niot  name,  but  intimated  fo  ftrongly  certain 
^wmbers  of  the  convention^  that  feveral  rofe  to  ex- 

1  See  £tat  de  la  France^  p.  15. 
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culpate  th^mfelves.  The  other  party,  -  thus  called 
upon,  were  obliged  to  put  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of 
defence ;  Bourdon  de  TOife  moved  that  the  fpeech 
might  be  referred  to  the  committees  previous  to 
its  being  printed  ;  Cambon  and  Vadier  complained 
of  Robefpierre's  infmuations  againft  them :  Couthon 
defended  Robefpierre,  reprobated  the  fyftem  of  ca- 
lumny which  prevailed,  infilled  that  a  line  of  de- 
marcation fliould  be  drawn  between  the  patriots  and 
the  intriguers,  and  that  the  fpeech  Ihould  be  printed 
without  being  referred  to  the  committees.  A  tu- 
multuous debate  enfued,  in  which  Freron  demanded 
the  exemption  of  the  members  from  arreft,  adding, 
that  no  man  could  fpeak  freely  while  influenced  by 
that  fear.  Billaud  de  Varennes  anfwered  him  with 
a  logic  altogether  fingular,  that  he,  whom  fear  hin- 
dered from  delivering  his  opinion,  was  unworthy  the 
title  of  reprefentative  of  the  people.  Barrere  fpoke 
a  few  words  perfedly  equivocal ;  in  the  end,  how- 
ever, the  matter  took  a  favourable  turn  for  the 
ufurper ;  the  priming  of  his  fpeech  was  ordered 
unconditionally.  From  the  convention  he  haftened 
to  read  his  fpeech  at  the  Jacobins,  where  it  excited . 
a  general  enthufiafm  in,  his  favour.  Couthon  de- 
nounced the  two  committees  as  traitors ;  Coflinhal 
propofed  the  purification  of  the  convention,  which 
was  well  underftood  to  import  the  deftruftion  of  all 
the  members  except  thofe  devoted  to  his  patrcm; 
and  David,  embracing  Robefpierre,  promifed  if  he 
drank  hemlock,  to  drink  it  with  him. 
F^ii'  f  R^*  ^^  imminence  of  the  danger  couFd  not  aroufe 
bei-)ienc.°'  the  Opponents  of  Robefpierre  to  a  decifive  mode  of 
conduct.  ITie  convention  met  the  next  day,,  and 
bufinefs  was  proceeding  in  its  ufual  channqly\till 
St.  Jurt,  inftigated  by  his  evil  genius,  afcended-  the 
tribune,  und  after  ftating  that  the  committees  of 
government  hiid  direfted  him  to  make  a  report  on 
the  ftate  of  the  country,  added,  that  their  reniedfes 
were  inefficient  for  the  exifting  grievances,  and  he 
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would  fpeak  to  the  convention  from  bimfelf.— 
Tallien  puflied  him  from  the  tribune,  complained  of 
the  audacity  of  individuals  in  attacking  government, 
and  demanded  that  the  veil  (hould  be  withdrawn. — 
He  was  interrupted  by  Billaud  de  Varennes,  who, 
from  his  feat,  demanded  an  unequivocal  explanation. 
He  ftated  that  the  convention  was  between  two  pre-, 
cipices ;  the  public  force  was  in  the  hands  of  a  man 
denounced  by  the  committee,  but  who  was  retained  in 
his  command  by  an  individual — that  individual  had 
for  more  than  a  month  paft  plotted  tl\e  diflblution  of 
the  convention:  that  individual  was  Robefpierre. 
He  deprecated  tyranny,  and  afked  if  any  members 
prefent  would  wi(h  to  live  under  it.  Robefpierre 
was,  at  firft,  thunderftruck ;  he  afterwards  endea- 
voured to  fpeak,  but  was  prevented  by  the  menaces 
of  Tallien,  who  drawing  a  dagger,  and  brandifhing 
it  in  the  eyes  of  his  colleagues,  faid  he  would  deftroy 
him  with  it  unlefs  the  convention  delivered  him  to 
the  fword  of  juftice.  After  fome  amplification,  he 
moved  that  the  fitting  (hould  be  declared  permanent. 
His  efforts  were  feconded  by  Delmas  and  Barrere, 
by  Billaud  and  CoUot  d'Herbois,  who  was  prefident. 
They  obtained  a  decree  for  the  arreftation  of  Hen- 
riot,  d'Aubigni,  Lavalette,  Dufraiffe,  all  the  ftaff 
of  the  national  guard,  and  a  tnan  of  the  name 
of  Sijas;  but  they  had  not  yet  the  courage  to 
arreft  the  tyrant  himfelf.  While  the  prefident  was 
arranging  thefe  decrees,  Robefpierre  got  poffeflion 
of  the  tribune,  but  they  would  not  permit  him  to 
utter  a  word :  *'  Down  with  him !  down  with 
"  Cromwell  !**  refounded  from  every  quarter.  As 
he  perfevered  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  a  hearing,  a 
member  faid  to  him ;  "  Robefpierre,  you  fhall  not 
**  fpeak  J  the  blood  of  Danton  is  upon  your  head, 
**  it  flows  into  your  throat,  it  choaks  you  !'*  *'.  Ah, 
^  ah !  (exclaimed  he  grinding  his  teeth*  and  foam- 
**  ing  with  rage,)  Ah,  ah !  robbers,  it  is  Danton, 
^*  then.''-^He  was  heard  no  more ;  Vadier  inter- 
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rupted  him,  and  made  a  (jpeech  wherein  he  unfolded 
his  tyranny  and  all  his  miquities :  this  blow  com* 
pletely  overpowered  him ;  he  caft  a  look  of  piercing 
indignation  towards  the  Mountain,  and  reproached 
their  defertion  ;  he  is  even  faid,  in  his  extremity,  to 
have  turned  to  the  right  ftde^  to  folicit  their  pro- 
teflion,  but  in  vain.  Tallien  and  Billaud  poured 
frefli  accufations  on  his  head  whh  unceafing  afliduity. 
He  perceived  the  world  Aiding  from  under  him,  and 
that  he  would  be  fpeedily  precipitated  into  the  abyfs 
of  deftruftion :  **  Well !  (exclaimed  he  in  a  tone  of 
**  defperation,)  lead  me,  then,  to  inftant  death." 
**  Execrable  monfter !  (exclaimed  Dumont,  with  a 
*'  threatening  gefture,)  thou  haft  defervcd  it  an 
**  hundred  times!*'  llie  decree  for  his  acculation 
was  then  put  and  carried  unanimoufly,  and  Couthon 
and  St.  Juft  were  added.  The  younger  Robefpierrc 
and  LebaSy  indignant  at  what  was  pafling^  infulted 
the  convention,  and  threatened  fome  of  the  members 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  get  included  in  the  decree  of 
accufation.  The  officer  who  was  ordered  to  take 
them  into  cuftody,  and  lead  them  to  the  commiuee 
of  public  fafety,  impreffed  with  the  habitual  refpeft 
and  fear  excited  by  the  prefence  of  Robefpierre, 
hefitated  tor  obey  the  repeated  commands  of  the  pre- 
fident,  and  would  not  receive  the  prifoners,  rill  the 
chief  of  them  made  a  fign  expreflive  of  his  obedience 
to  the  law,  when  they  were  all  led  out. 
^  d*d'*^*^"  Meantime  the  rumour  of  what  was  doing  in  the 
itruaion  Convention  fpread  all  over  Paris  ;  Robefpierre's  parti- 
©t  his  fans  loft  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  bppofe  the  rifmg 
^*"^*  ftorm.  The  Jacobins  affembled  m  their  h^ll,  and  fent 
to  put  the  feaions  of  Paris  in  a  ftate  of  infurreSion. 
The  iocftn  was  founded,  the  greve  covered  with 
armed  men,  and  feveral  pieces  of  artillery  planted 
oh  the  (^ai  Pelletier,  threatening  the  hall  of  the 
convention;  the  barriers  were  inut,  and  Henriot, 
who  had  been  arrefted  and  had  efcaped,  was  io* 
defatigable  in  coUe^g  an  armed  force  to  refift  the 
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execution  of  the  decree.  The  keepers  of  the  various 
prifons,  partidpatmg  ia  the  general  dread  excited 
by.  his  name^  had  refufed  to  receive  Robefpierre 
and  the  other  deputies,  who  were  fpeediiy  refcued 
from  their  guard,  and  having  opened  a  fitting  at  the 
hotel'de-ville^  outlawed  the  national  convention. 
After  fpending  much  time  in  debate,  which  con- 
fpirators  of  only  moderate  talents  would  have  em- 
ployed much  more  effeftually,  they  fent  a  part  of 
the  armed  force,  and  Henriot  at  their  head,  to  dif- 
folve  the  convention.  But  that  body,  convinced 
that  they  were  ftruggling  for  their  lives,  had  in  the 
time  fo  foolifhly  wafted  by  their  opponents,  con- 
certed meafures  againft  them;  Legendre  had  dif- 
perfed  the  Jacobin  club,  feven  deputies  were  fent 
mto  the  various  parts  of  the  citv  with  a  procla- 
mation, explaining  the  true  ftate  ot  things ;  a  decree 
of  outlawry  was  pafied  againft  the  commune,  and 
when  Henriot,  at  the  head  of  his  troop,  made  his 
appearance  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Tuilleries,  they 
put  him  out  of  the  law  alfo.  The  effeft  operated 
like  eleftricity  ;  his  foldiers,  panic-ftruck,  refufed  to 
obey  his  orders,  and  the  people  demanded  his 
arreftation;  confufed  and  abafhed,  he  haftened  to 
the  hotcl'de-ville^  and  informed  his  comrades  of  his 
ill-fuccefs.  The  convention,  feeing  the  operation  of 
their  new  engine,  proclaimed  fentence  of  outlawry 
againft  Robefpierre  and  all  his  affociates,  and  fet  a 
price  on  their  heads.  The  feven  deputies  had  fuc-  isth  Juljr, 
ceeded  in  raifing  a  party  of  the  armed  inhabitants  of 
Paris  in  their  favour,  and  with  thefe,  reinforced  by 
fome  foldiers,  who  remained  faithful  to  the  national 
reprefentation,  they  found  themfelves  able,  at  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  march  againft  the 
commune,  having  firlt  perfuaded  the  cannoneers  at  ^ 

the  Quai  Pelletier  to  refift  the  commands  of  Henriot, 
who  was  now  out  of  the  law^  and  to  join  them.  . 
The  hotel-de-ville  might  have  made  a  powerful  re- 
fiftance,  and  perhaps  have  turned  the  tide  of  fucceis; 
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but  the  foldiers  of  the  national  guard,  hearing  that 
the  commune  and  the  deputies  there  aflembled  were 
outlawed,  refufed  obedience ;  the  cannoneers  were 
diflferently  difpofed,  but  the  curious  mob  had  ob- 
tained pofleilion  of  the  gun-carriages,  and  ufed  them 
as  ladders  to  enable  them  to  look  into  the  windows 
of  the  hoiel'de-villej  to  fee  how  the  confpirators  be- 
haved  in  this  emergency.  Bourdon  de  1- Oife,  having 
read  to  the  people  the  proclamation  of  outlawry, 
ruflied  into  the  haie/'c/e-ville,  armed  with  a  labre  and 
piftols,  and  followed  by  a  confiderable  force.  The 
difcomfited  confederates  were  mod  of  them  taken  on 
the  fpot,  a  few  efcaped,  but  were  fpeedily  brought 
to  juftice. 
Hit  fccond  Robefpierre  was  found  in  one  of  the  apartmente 
«rrcttauon,  ^£  ^j^^  hotel- dc-z ilk,  fitting  fquat  againft  a  wall  with  a 
knife  in  his  hand,  apparently  intended  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  felf-deftruftion,  but  which  he  durft  not  ufe. 
A  foldier  who  found  him,  apprehending  fome 
refiftance,  fired  two  piftols  at  him,  one  of  which 
\eounded  him  on  the  head,  the  other  broke  bis 
under  jaw  ;  he  was  taken  and  condufted  before  the 
committee  of  general  fecurity  in  a  Morocco-covered 
arm-chair,  his  broken  jaw  bound  up  with  a  dotb, 
paffed  under  his  chin,  and  tied  at  the  top  of  his 
head.  As  he  was  carried  along  in  this  condition, 
he  refled  his  chin  on  a  handkerchief  which  he  held 
.in  his  right  hand,  while  the  elbow  was  fupported  by 
his  left.  A  meffage  was  fent  to  the  convention  to 
know  if  he  fhould  be  brought  to  the  bar,  but  the 
members  unanimoufly  exclaimed  that  they  would 
no  more  fuffer  their  hall  to  be  polluted  by  the  pre? 
fence  of  fuch  a  monfter.  He  lay  for  fome  hours  iij 
^  anti-chamber  of  the  committee  of  general  fecurity 
ftretched  on  a  table,  motionlefs,  apparently  infen- 
lible  of  corporeal  anguifh,  though  the  blood  flowed 
in  ftreams  from  his  eyes,  rnouth,  and  noftrils,  but 
torn  with  racking  recollections,  and  abandoned  to 
ireniorfc,    he  pinched  his   thighs  with  convulfivc 
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agony,  and  fcowled  gloomily  around  the  room, 
when  he  fancied  himfelf  unobferved.  After  endur- 
ing, in  this  fituation,  the  taunts  of  all  who  beheld 
him,  he  was  replaced  in  the  arm-chair,  and  carried 
to  the  hofpitaJ,  called  the  boiel-de-Dieu,  where  his 
wounds  were  dreffed,  merely  to  prolong  his  exift- 
ence,  and  from  thence  was  fent  to  the  prifon  of  the 
Conciergerie.  He  was  brought  before  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal  the  fame  day,  together  with  his  ac- 
complices, in  number  twenty-one ;  as  they  were  all 
out  of  the  law,  the  identification  of  their  perfons  alone 
was  neceflary,  and  fentence  of  death  was  demand- 
ed againft  them  by  their  former  friend  and  creature 
Fouquier  Tainville,  the  public  accufer.  In  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day,  at  about  five  o'clock,  they 
were  condufted  to  the  place  of  execution,  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  numerous  fpeftators,  who  con- 
fidered  the  prdceffion  before  them  as  the  earneft  of 
future  happinefs.  The  ftreets,  the  windows,  and 
the  roofs  of  the  houfes  were  crowded ;  even  the 
guard  who  efcorted  them  partook  of  the  general 
tranfport ;  and,  which  they  were  never  before  known 
to  do,  joined  the  cry  of  Vive  la  convention/  A 
group  of  women  flopped  the  carts  and  danced 
around  them  to  teftify  their  joy. 

During  this  fatal  progrefs,  Robefpierre,  pale  and  and  cxe- 
disfigured,  held  down  his  head  on  his  breaft,  and  *^""o»- 
never  looked  up  except  once,  when  a  woman,  de- 
cently dreffed,  approached  the  cart  and  uttered  thofe 
heart-piercing  exclamations,  and  deep-drawn  male- 
didHons,  which  put  it  almoft  beyond  conjecture  that 
fhe  was  a  mother  whom  his  cruelty  had  deprived  of 
a  fon,  or  a  widow  from  whom  he  had  fnatched  her 
huiband;  at  hearing  her  horrible  denunciations, 
Robefpierre  turned  his  eyes  languidly  towards  her, 
and  fhrugged  up  his  (houlders.  He  fuffered  lafl  but 
one ;  when  he  was  about  to  be  tied  to  the  fatal  plank, 
the  executioner  fnatched  the  drefSng  from  his  broken 
jaw,  which  immediately  fell,  and  a  profufion  of  blood 

gufhed 


442  ROBESPIERRE. 

gufbed  ont ;  the  horrible  chafm  occafioned  by  the 
width  of  his  mouth,  owing  to  this  accident,  rendered 
his  head,  when  held  up  by  the  executioner,  the 
moft  terrible  and  difgufting  fpe£lacle  which  can  be 
imagined  ^ 
Kmiarkf  Thus  periflied  Maximilian  Robefpierre,  in  the 
^hittaiu  ji^ijty.fixth  year  of  his  age.  His  life  had  been  for 
fome  time  paft  a  perpetual  provocation  of  the  thun- 
der of  the  Omnipotent ;  and  his  death  aflforded,  in 
ail  its  drcumftances,  a  moft  ample  vindication  of 
eternal  juftice.  He  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life^ 
and  at  the  height  of  unexpected  exaltation  meditat- 
ing new  crimes,  and  unrepentant  of  thofe  he  had 
already  committed.  He  who  had  Ihed  blood  with 
unexampled  profuiion,  went  to  the  fcaffold  covered 
with  his  own  blood;  he  who  had  baniihed  from 
France  the  fentiment  of  humanity,  was  in  his  laft 
hour  overwhelmed  with  infult,  reproach,  fcom,  and 
cruelty ;  he  whofe  life  had  been  a  fcene  of  the  moft 
atrocious  perfidy  and  ingratitude,  died  renounced 
by  all  mankind,  and  his  death  was  called  for  by  a 
man  he  himfelf  had  put  into  office,  and  on  whom  he 
relied  as  a  friend  ;  he  who  had  abrogated  every  form 
of  jurifprudential  proceeding,  was  1^  to  execution 
without  the  ceremony  of  a  trial.  Even  the  minuter 
circumflances  of  his  fate  were  not  without  a  moral. 
In  the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie,  could  he  avoid 
thinking  of  the  perfecuted  queen  whom  he  had  fo 
long  fhut  up  there  ?  Muft  not  the  fight  of  the  guil- 
lotine have  conjured  up  to  his  imagination  an  im- 
menfe  crowd  of  innocent  viftims,  with  his  murdered 
fovereigns  at  their  head,  clamouring  to  heaven  for 
vengeance  ?  It  is  even  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
the  coat  he  wore  when  he  was  thus  called  before  his 

»  For  the  account  of  Robefpirrre'i  decline  and  fall,  with  all  the 
antecedent  and  attendant  circumftances,  fee  CoRfpiiacy  of  Robefpieriei 
Pehates  ;  MU'i  WilUains^t  Letters  in  17941  vol.  iii.  p.  158.  i6S»  et 
feq. ;  Page<,  vol.ii.  |>.  aoi  10  223  j  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1794» 
f.  369  to  3IS1  ;  Necktr  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  ii.  p.  35  1044.  } 
fldyiMi^i  Hillwry  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  680  to  699. 

Maker^ 
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Maker,  ^th  ^^his  crimes  full  blowir,  and  all  his 
•*  imperfeftions  on  his  head/'  was  the  fame  he  had 
worn  when  wantonly  and  facrilegionfly  he  obtruded 
himfelf  into  his  facred  prefence,  and  profaned  the 
land  where  chriftianity  had  been  profefledj  with  a 
mock-feftival. 

The  perfon  of  Robefpierre  was  fhort  and  puny,  HUpcr* 
and  he  was  of  a  tender  conftitution.  His  complexion  Jj^  "^^^ 
was  livid  and  cadaverous,  his  features  harfh  and  for*  abilities, 
bidding.  The  fmile  of  confidence  never  refted  on 
his  lips,  but  they  were  almod  always  contracted  by 
the  four  grin  of  envy  aiming  to  appear  difdain. 
His  eye  was  dead  and  funk,  except  when  his  irafcible 
propenfities  were  aroufed  by  oppofition  or  the  de- 
fire  of  vengeance,  and  then  his  look  aifumed  a 
ferocity  fo  angular,  as  to  lead  an  accurate  obferver 
to  compare  his  general  afped  to  that  of  the  cat- 
tyger.  Referved  in  his  temper,  and  rarely  addifted 
to  excefs,  he  never  was  betrayed  into  any  of  thofe 
weak  efforts  of  confidence  which  arife  from  an  un- 
referved  indulgence  in  love  and  friendlhip,  and  very 
feldom  into  thofe  which  refult  from  conviviality. 
His  diflimulation  was  exceflive;  and  he  was  fo  ap- 
prehenfive  of  the  fentiments  of  his  mind  being  read 
in  his  eyes,  that  he  commonly  wore  green  fpeftacles, 
and,  on  fome  occafions,  covered  his  eyes  with  his 
hands.  Ever  defirous  of  admiration,  he  would  not, 
even  when  the  rage  of  equality  was  at  its  greateft 
pitch,  degrade  himfelf  by  afluming  the  blue  panta- 
loon, red  cap,  and  dirty  linen;  on  the  contrary, 
though  the  word  mufcadin  was  a  term  of  pro- 
fcription,  he  was  always  well  drefled,  and  fometimes 
elegantly.  Though  forbid  by  nature  to  riot  in  the 
excefles  of  fenfual  enjoyment,  he  was  ambitious,  even 
to  coquetry,  of  being  admired  by  the  fair  fex;  and 
fucceeded  fo  far  that  they  were  amongfl:  his  mod 
zealous  partiians.  In  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  h« 
was  fupple,  infinuating,  and  complaifant,  but  latterly 
uncontrolled  power  had  carried  the  ferocity  of  his 

temper 
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temper  to  the  excefs  of  unreflrained  violence  m 
fpeech.  Whoever  contradicted  or  difpleafed  him 
wat  aflailed  with  the  coareft  inveclive  ;  an  indecoium 
which,  acting  on  Gallic  fenfibility,  probably  increafed 
the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and  accelerated  his  fall. 
Of  the  extent  and  nature  of  his  abilities,  his  life 
affords  a  fufEcient  difplay.  Condorcet  eftimated 
them  juftly  when  he  faid,  "  The  French  revolution 
**  is  a  religion,  in  which  Robefpierre  is  the  leader  of 
"  a  feft;  he  has  all  the  characleriftics,  not  of  the 
**  founder  of  a  religion,  but  the  leader  of  a  fchifin." 
He  poffeffed  confiderable  vigour  of  mind,  though 
not  fufficient  to  entitle  him  to  a  comparifon  with 
Cromwell.  His  eloquence  has  been  already  noticed; 
its  charafteriftic  is  elegance  rather  than  clofenefs  of 
reafoning ;  he  had  improved  very  much  from  the 
time  of  his  coming  to  Paris  as  a  deputy;  his  enemies, 
therefore,  chofe  to  charaflerife  him  by  his  earlier 
efforts,  rather  than  thofe  mad^at  a  more  advanced 
period.  He  is  defcribed,  in  the  New  Annual  Re- 
gifter,  as  being  more  a  flatefman  than  an  orator ' ;  I 
think  exadly  the  reverfe :  his  idesfs  on  negro  eman- 
cipation,  on  the  penalty  of  death,  on  fubfiftence, 
and  in  almoft  every  other  particular  where  he  affeded 
to  legiflate,  will  fufficiently  prove  that  his  rhetoric 
was  iuperior  to  his  judgmen.t.  His  ingratitude,  and 
the  facility  and  indifference  with  which  he  aban* 
doned,  and  even  facrificed  his  friends  and  former 
coadjutors,  were  his  conftant  charafteriftics.  His 
want  of  perfonal  courage  was  remarkable,  and 
bore  an  exaft  proportion  to  his  favage  and  unre- 
lenting cruelty.  He  was  difinterefted  to  a  certain 
degree;  that  is  to,  fay,  without  children,  without 
affeftions,  he  took  no  pleafure  in  the  fordid  folly  of 
amaffing  unneceffary  wealth ;  but  in  his  life  he  main- 
tained much  more  fplendor  and  elegance  than  a 
plan  without  patrimony  or  employment  could  derive 

^  Fori794»  p.  »83* 
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from  the  falary  allawed  to  a  deputy ;  and  though 
he  did  not  outrage  decency  by  a  difplay  of  inordinate 
luxury,  he  lived  in  a  ftyle  equal  to  his  exaltation  in 
other  refpefts.     His  felf-denial  in  matters  of  fen- 
fuality,  arifing  from  the  formation  of  his  perfbn, 
and  made  confpicuous  by  an  affectation  of  aufterity, 
procured  him  the  name  of  Cato ;  after  his  fall  he 
was  denominated  Catiline,  and  has  been  compared 
to  Cromwell ;  but  he  is  not  worthy  to  affociate  with 
either  charafter  ^     He  owed  his  elevation  to  accident 
rather  than  defign,  and  loft  it  through  his  vanity, 
treachery,  and  cowardice.    His  vanity  and  treachery 
made  him,  thinking  hirhfelf  all-fufficient,  deftroy  his 
only  friends ;  his  cowardice  rendered  him  incapable 
of  thofe  exertions  which  might  have  turned  the  im- 
pending ftorm  on  the  heads  of  his  adverfaries.     His 
conduft  in  the  great  crifis  which  decided  his  fate 
was  aftonifhingly  weak  and  imprudent.     When  he 
went  to  the  convention  on  the  26th  of  July,  he  was 
well  apprifed  of  the  party  which  was  formed  againft 
him,  yet  he  omitted  his  cuftomary  precautions ;  he 
had  not  prepared  the  tribunes  to  applaud  his  fpeech ; 
he    had   appointed    no    clamorous  fans-culoties   to 
drown  the  voices  of  his  opponents  ;  no  armed  ruffians 
to  terrify  them  in  their  approach  to  and  paffage  from 
the  halL     On  the  27th,  though  he  muft  have  known 
that  the  manner  in  which  his  caufe  was  taken  up 
at   the  Jacobins  would  bring  the  conteft  to  an  iflue, 
no  preparations  were  made ;  even  his   own  party 
were  uninftrufted  how  to  aft.     St.  Juft,  uncalled, 
began  a  fpeech  in  the  tribune,  which  rendered  the 
oppofing  party   furious ;    Robefpierre's     adherents 
out  of  doors  were  unprepared  j    the  voice  of  ru- 
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mour  vas  the  alarm-bell  of  the  Jacobins ;  and,  when 
they  were  aflembled,  the  armed  force  was  yet  to  pro- 
vide, and  yet  to  feduce.  This  furpiifing  want  of  fore- 
fight  proves  that  Robefpierre  owed  his  elevation  to 
accident  and  the  operations  of  others,  and  that  be 
was  deficient  in  the  genius,  couraee,  and  conduft 
requifite  to  form  an  iUuftrious  chief  of  a  party. 


•«8Wf^ 
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The  King'j  Letter  to  the  National  Assembly, 
when  required  to  fan6lion  certain  Articles  of  the 
Con/litution;   read  the  $th  Odo6er  1789. 

Gentlemen, 

T^EW  conftitutional  laws  can  only  be  properly  judged  of 
''•^  by  being  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  them  ;  for  in 
fo  great  and  important  a  work,  every  part  is  connefted  inti- 
mately with  the  whole.  It  appears,  however,  to  me  na* 
tural  that,  at  a  time  when  we  invite  the  nation  to  come  to 
the  afliftance  of  the  (late  by  a  fignal  a£l  of  its  confidence 
and  patriotifm,  we  (hould  aflure  it  of  our  attention  to  the 
principal  objedt  of  its  intcreft.  So  on  the  perfuafion  that 
the  firft  articles  of  the  conftitution  which  you  have  pre- 
fented  to  me,  when  added  to  the  reft  of  your  labours,  wiH 
fulfil  the  defire  of  the  people,  and  infure  the  happinefs 
and  profperity  of  the  kingdom,  I  grant,  according  to  your 
defire,  my  confent  to  thefe  articles ;  but  under  the  exprefs 
condition,  from  which  I  mean  never  to  depart,  that  by  the 
general  rcfult  of  your  deliberations,  the  executive  power 
(hall  be  wholly  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  monarch.  A 
feries  of  fafts  and  obfervations,  a  particular  account  of 
which  (hall  be  prcfented  to  you,  will  convince  you  that, 
in  the  prefent  (late  of  affairs,  I  cannot  infure  either  the 
raifing  of  the  legal  impofts,  or  the  free  communication  of 
provifion,  or  the  individual  fafety  of  the  citizens.  It  i» 
my  wi(h  to  fulfil  thefe  efTential  duties  of  royalty.  The 
happincfs  of  my  fubjcfls,  the  public  tranquillity,  and  the 

maintenance 
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maintenance  of  focial  order  depend  upon  it :  I  therefore 
demand  that  we  (hould,  in  common,  level  all  the  obftacles 
that  m  ly  crofs  the  execution  of  fo  defirable  and  necefTary 
an  end. 

You  cannot  but  be  fenfible  that  the  exifting  inftitutiona 
and  judicial  forms  ought  to  undergo  no  change  till  they 
are  replaced  by  the  new  order  of  things ;  I  have  therefore 
no  need  to  make  any  obftrvations  on  this  head. 

It  remains  tliat  I  Ihould  frankly  aflure  you,  that  though 
I  confent  to  the  different  articles  of  the  conftitution  which 
you  have  offered,  it  is  not  that  all  of  them  without  dlftinc- 
tion  prefent  to  me  the  idea  of  perfect  ion,  but  becaufe  I  do 
not  think  it  advifable  to  delay  acceding  to  the  prefent  wifli 
of  the  national  deputies,  and  to  the  preffure  of  thofc 
alarming  circumftances  which  fo  powerfully  invites  us  to 
wi(h,  above  all,  for  the  immediate  re-eftablilhment  of 
peace,  order,  and  confidence.  I  make  no  remarks  on  your 
declaration  of  the  rights  of  man  and  a  citizen ;  it  contaios 
fome  excellent  maxims,  very  proper  to  regulate  your  la- 
bours ;  but  principles  fufceptible  of  different  applications, 
and  even  interpretations,  cannot  be  juftly  appreciated, 
neither  do  they  require  being  fo,  till  their  true  meaning  is 
fixed  by  thofe  laws  to  which  they  ferve  as  the  bafc. 


No.  II. 

Letter  from  M.  Bertrand  de  Moleville  to  the 
President  of  the  National  Convention, 
containhig  a  Defence  of  the  King. 

Mr.  Prefident, 

T  HAD  the  honour  of  announcing,  in  my  laft  letter,  that 
■»  I  fhould,  without  delay,  addrefs  to  you  an  exadl  dccla* 
ration  of  all  the  important  and  unknown  fadJs  with  which 
I  am  acquainted,  and  which  have  any  relation  to  the  pre- 
fent circumffances.  I  am  the  more  eager  to  fulfil  this  co- 
gagement,  fince  I  learn,  from  the  public  papers,  that  the 
great  qucftion,  Whether  Louis  the  Sixteenth  ought  to  be 

tried? 
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ttiea  E  Ig  at  preCmt  open  for  difaiilion }  and  that  the  na- 
tfoaal  coavenBMn  are  difpiofe^  to  receive  lights  and  proofs 
Cram  every  4fuatter  im  that  motnentous  {ubje^l.  I  flatter 
offdf  it  wStl  receive  w^  fiitidfaSion  thofe  I  now  have 
(be  Jionoar  of  addreSmg  to  you^  becaofe  I  am  firmly  con* 
vinced  rimt  it  feeks  nothing  but  truth,  and  defires  notUng 
bat  juftict.  This  convifiion  alone  is  fufficient  to  allay  the 
inquietudes  of  good  citisenst  ^^  to  keep  up  the  hopes  of 
thofe  who^  having  had  oppoftunities  of  nearly  obferving 
the  oondttA  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenthi  and  of  knowing  his 
virtues,  canoot  help  taking  a  great  intereft  in  his  nut 
fostunes. 

The  foliowing  then  ate  the  fafks,  the  truA  of  wi&h  I 
atteft,  aiid  of  wkidi  I  earn  -either  give  or  point  out  prooft* 

Ott  ph  pffiifHled /avmri  und  ujffimee  given  to  the  tmigraniu 

It  fep&Mi(hed  in  alt  fhe  jonmah  and  all  tlie  pamphlets^ 
and  hM  been  repeated  a  thoufiind  times  from  the  tribune, 
that  the  ling  always  approved  of  and  favoured  emtgratiop. 
Thisopiitidn,  onfupported  byproof»  has  become  general  in 
the  kingdom,  and  is  the  principal  motive  of  the  regicide 
addreffes  daily  received. 

Towards  the  end  of  Oftobcr  1791,  one  of  the  minifteri 
having  informed  the  king,  in  full  council,  of  a  report  gene- 
rally circuited,  tliat  the  emigrants  in  arms  againft  France, 
and  particularly  the  body  guards,  were  in  the  pay  of  the 
civil  Kft  J  "  This  (replied  the  king,  in  the  firmed  tone)  is 
*«  an  egregious  calumny ;  for  I  hayc,  on  the  contrary, 
«*  given  the  moft  exprrfs  orders  to  M.  de  la  Porte,  diat 
^*  none  fhould  receive  pay  but  thofe  who  were  able  to 
•«  fticw  the  certificate  required  by  the  decree  of  laft  July 
**  (iTpf).  I  am  certain  this  order  is  put  in  execution. 
*^  it  was  propofed  to  nte  to  make  an  exception  in  favour 
•«  of  the  gar*/ 1/»  corpT,  btrt  I  refufcd.^ 

Kotwidiftandittg  this  order,  the  exiftence  of  which  can 
ht  atcefted  by  many  deputies  to  whom  it  was  originally 
comnkimealed,  Md  which  muft  have  been  found  among 
the  papers  of  M,  de  Septeufl,  Aey  have  continued  to  give 
out  that  the  emigrated  gardes  du  corps  were  paid  by  the 
^ivtt  lift:  and  this  is  afirmed  as  certain,  in  the  loth.  and 
1  fth  pages  of  the  report  made  to  iht  afiembly  at  the  fitting 
tX  Ae  27th  of  September  lafl. .  The  reporter  was  not 
•ware,  that  the  only  vmtings  cited  by  him  in  fopport  of  his 
adfext3m,  clearly  demonfftrate  its  falfehood.    The  iirft  is  a 

ttol.*  II«  G  G  memorial 
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memorial  fomid  in  tbe  king's  writing-deflci  in  which  M.  de 
Poix  propofod  the  paying  the  whole  corps  oi  gardes  du  cmfs 
up  to  the  rft  of  January  1 792*     If  the  king  had  approved 
this  propofal,  he  would  have  affixed  his  aflent  to  the  me* 
iiiorial,  and  fent  it  to  the  intendant  of  the  cittl  lift.     Thus 
from  the  circumftance  alone  of  this  memorial  being  found 
in  the  king's  writing  deik,  without  any  mark  of  his  appio- 
bation,  is  a  complete  proof  that  the  payment  propofed  by 
^I.  de  Poix  had  not  been  ordered  by  the  king.     As  to  thofe 
orders  of  payment  figned  by  the  king  at  the  bottom  of  the 
general  lilts  of  the  four  companies^of  his  guards,  it  is  fof- 
ficient  to  compare  thofe  lifts  with  the  regifters  of  pay- 
ments, to  be  convinced  that  in  teality  only  thofe  of  the 
gardes  du  corps ^  who  proved  their  reiidence  according  to  the 
form  prefcribed  by  the  decree,  were  paid  \  and  that  if  die 
ordinance  lifts  contained  all  the  names,  it  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  an  ignorance  of  who  had  and  who  had  not 
emigrated.     For  the  fame  r^afon,  the  minifters  of  war  aad 
marine,  in  their  refpedtive  departments,  regulated  in  a  61m- 
hr  manner  the  general  lifts  of  the  officers  of  the  different 
corps,  without  violating  the  decree  concerning  the  certi- 
ficates of  refidence,  becaufe  its  execution  was  always  gua* 
ranteed  by  the  vigilance  and  perfonal  refponfibility  of  the 
treafurers,  conformably  to  the  regulations  of  this  decree. 
It  is  alfo  proved  by  a  letter  of  M.  de  Poix,  in  the  idth 
page  of  the  thirteenth  coUe^^ion  of  papers  found  in  the 
houfe  of  ^I.  de  la  Porte,  that  the  execution  of  thcfe  orders 
for  payment  of  the  gardes  du  corps  was  fo  much  retarded, 
that  on  the  28tli  of  laft  January  there  had  been  nothii^ 
paid  of  the  arrears  due  for  the  firft  fix  months  of  179K 

Were  I  now  to  cite  the  letters  written  by  the  kutf,  is 
the  beginning  of  October  1791,  to  the  officers  <»  the 
army  and  of  the  corps  of  marines,  to  indued  thole  who 
had  left  the  kingdom  to  return,  and  to  retaia  thofe  who 
had  intended  to  emigrate,  I  ihould  undoubtedly  be  toU, 
that  thefe  letters  being -the  works  of  the  nunifters,  no  coo- 
clufion  could  be  drawn  from  them:  but  I  declare,  that 
the  minute  written  to  the  officers  of  marine  rrmaincd  two 
daysrtn  the  king's  pofleiTion,  who  with  his  own  hand  made 
many  corredions  in  it,  fome  in  the  margin,  others  intcfr 
lined  \  and  this  minute,  with  many  other  important 
•  papers,  muft  have  been  found  in  a  red  port-folio,  which 
the  commiffioiiers  of  the  committee  ^  Jisrveitkmce  de  1$ 
CQmmune  carried  away  from  my  houfe  wub  my  (V^ier  par 
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pers.  Jmuft  preTume  that  this  writing  hts  been  fup^ 
prefledy  fince  there  is  no  mention  made  of  it  in  the  report 
made  to  the  aflembly  the  6th  of  this  month*  It  would, 
howerer,  be  of  the  more  importance  to  produce  this 
paper,  becauTe  the  correclions  in  it  being  the  king's  own, 
the  free  and  pure  exprefEon  of  his  fentiments  may  there 
be  found.  I  hare  no  doubt,  therefore,  but  the  national 
convention  feels  the  neceffity  of  ordering  that  paper  to  be 
.iearched  for  and  produced* 

The  ktng.expreftly  commanded  me  to  employ,  in  hit 
name,  etery  method  of  perfuafion  and  authority  to  prerent 
the  emigration  of  the  officers  of  marine ;  and  if  the  exe* 
<hition  of  this  order  had  not  all  the  focceft  I  could  have  de- 
iired,  I  at  lead  ufed  every  exertion  in  my  power,  and  am 
.  not  afraid  on  this  point  to  call  upon  the  teftimony  of  the 
chief  ckifc^  of  my  office.  I  cannot  indeed  quote  many 
writtcnproofs,  but  (ball  mention  one  of  fufficicnt  weight  to 
render  any  other  unneceflary  from  me. 

A  fupcrior  officer  of  the  mod  diftinguUhcd  merit,  having 
been  forced  hj  frequent  ^itrages  to  give  up  his  command^ 
came  to  Paris  laft  February  with  the  intention  of  leaving 
the  kingdom.  After  having  in  vain  attempted  by  my  ad« 
vice  and  jexhortations  to  difluade  him  from  his  purpofe, 
I  mentioned  the  affair  to  the  king,  who  authorifcd  me  to 
&nd  him  af)  order,  couched  almoft  in  fimilar  terms  with 
the  old  Uitres  d^  cachet.    The  words  follow  : 

"  Sir, 
<*  Being  informed  that  your  knowledge  and  experietice 
**  enable  you  to  give  important  information  concerning 
**  the  marine  fervice,  my  plcafure  is,  that  you  hold  your- 
*<  felf  in  readinefs  to  furnilh  the  minifter  of  that  depart* 
«*  ment  with  the  informations  he  may  require  from  you. 
'<  On  this  account  I  prohibit  vou  from  leaving  Paris  until 
«*  further  order,  under  pain  ox  difobedience. 

(Signed)        «  Loins. 
(And  under,)        <«  De  Bertrand.** 

The  minutes  of  this  order«  addrefled  to  M.  de  Marigni, 
fliould  be  found  in  my  office,  {bunau  des  ^UrSf)  amongft 
the  minutes  of  the  month  of  February,  if  it  has  been  ac- 
cidentally withdrawn,  M.  de  Marigni,  who  has  not  left 
,Par|s,  will  produce  the  original. 

I  muft  here  declare,  that  amongft  the  officers  whom  I 
perfuaded  to  ftay  at  Paris  to  infure  their  not  leaving  the 

G  G  a  kingdom 


45^  APPENDIX,    No.IL 

-ttagdom,  dure  wtre  fome  anable  to  fvpport  diem£clfet> 
to  whom  the  king  ordered  dUbreot  fiuns  of  noney  to  he 
rpmid,  (omotimes  by  me,  at  odier  tinies  by  M.  de  la  Pore* 
Itie  kift  which  was  feat  to  aae  by  the  kmg  for  thii  porpok 
WM  the  fum  of  i2»ooo  Uvres,  in  the  beginning  of  Maidi 
,  1792.  If  the  national  conrentkm  be  defiroot  miauteiy 
tociamine  this  nuftter,  I  can  pdnt  oat  (0  whom  the  naoney 
'waa  giTen< 

How  then  is  It  poiBble  to  reconoile  the  reproaches  wfakJi 
«tc  thrown  but  agailift  the  hing»  relatire  to  the  eaiiigrants, 
%ith  all  diefe  fa£b»  none  of  wmch  can  be  difpnted  i 

On  the  tnqfiBS  4ml  npfi/^irada  in  which  k  is  prtUndei  thi 
king  hmd  afiarem 

Thefe  names  certainly  cannoTbe  given  to  die  nieafinei» 
always  weak  and  infufficienti^aken  m  the  perltMial  fecuriiy 
of  the  king ;  and  of  which  he  ncTer  faSed  to  pvefcot  the 
effed,  when  he  obferred  the  avowed  aAffins  accmnpanjed 
laj  a  party  of  the  people ;  becaafe  while  furroimdcd  by 
them  he  was  always  confident  that  he  had  no  danger  to 
iear.  We  faw  him»  on  the  aoth  of  Junci  remore  firoa 
I11S  perfon  thofe  faithftd  ferrants  who  were  ready  to  fpilt 
the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  his^efence,  and  preumt  him- 
f<^f,  accompanied  by  four  national  guardsi  to  the  armCNlmut 
titude  who  had  come  to  force  open  the  gates  of  the  palaa. 

It  is  impoffible  at  this  day  to  doubt  diat  a  fmrmidabis 
confpiracy  was  formed  a^inft  the  court.  The  deputies 
Louvet  and  Barbsroux  amved^  and  attefted  this  frnportint 
faft  in  the  tribune,  in  the  fitting  of  the  30th  of  October. 
«  It  was  at  Charenton  (faid  tHey)  that  the  confpiracj 
'<  agaiuft  the  court  was  fixed  to  be  executed,  on  the  29th 
**  of  July,  but  which  did  not  uke  place  until  the  10th  of 
«*  Auguft.*^  (MoOiteur  of  the  ill  of  November,  p.  lapS, 
col.  3.)  The  king  having  been  informed  of  this,  did  uiv* 
doubtedly  take  fome  precautions  to  defend  the  palace  fimn 
tth«  impending  attal^k :  btit  as  foon  as  he  knew,  from  the 
members  of  the  dircftpry  of  the  department,  that  diou- 
fands  of  the  citizens  atid  iM|tional  guards  had  joined  the 
confpirators  who  furfOmlded  tlie  palace,  he  did  not  befi* 
tate  to  deKrer  hknfdf  tod  family  to  the  nadonal  aflemUft 
leaying  orders  for  the  Swifs  not  to  fire  \    It  is  indeed  ca* 

tKBf 

•  When  ttit  king  bad  determined  to  deliver  birofelf  up  to  da  if- 
j^mbly,  he  fpoke  to  tbe  miaiftcrs  and  otbers  who  were  arosod  hi^ 

tficlc 
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tata,  &8t  the  gates  of  the  court  roral  were  fopced  w!^ii€ 
a»y  refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  Swife,  who  did  not  fite 
until  five  of  their  companions  had  been  maflacred  at  the 
bottom  of  die  great  ftatrs.  The  events  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft  can,  no  more  than  thofe  of  the  aoth  of  Jonci  fdr- 
nUh  the  flighteil  caufe  of  accufation  agatnft  ^e  king.  It 
is  therefore  neceflary  to  look  for  proofs  in  his  oonrfit^' 
prior  to  thefe  periods*  But  it  n  impoflibfey  with  any  fliare  - 
of  candour,  to  form  conchifions  againft  him  from  lette#s> 
memorials,  or  plans,  addrefled  to  hnn,  and  wbicb  wera 
found,  or  faid  to  be  fonad,  either  in  the  palace  ^or  tba 
faoufe  of  M.  de  la  Porte.  If  treafonable  or  crionnal' 
writings  could  auTolve  the  perfons  to  whom  they  are  a<l» 
drefledy  the  lives  of  the  moft  innocent  and  moft  vlftuoos 
of  mai)kind  would  always  be  in  the  power  of  the  moft 
widftd. 

With  regard  to  the  numerous  writings,  the  impreffions 
of  which  were  paid  out  of  the  dvil  Im,  and  which  art 
quoted  as  fo  many  proofs  of  tt^albn,  it  is  fufficient  to  re* 
mark,  that  before  the  abolition  of  royalty,  the  ami-repob^ 
lican  vnritings  were  fo  much  the  lefs  reprehenfible^  that  at 
the  memorable  fitting  of  the  yth  of  July  laft,  die  afiembly 
decreed  unanimoufly,  and  by  acclamation,  Uiat  thofe  who 
(hould  propofe  a  republican  government,  or  the  eftablilh^ 
mcnt  of  two  chambers,  (hould  be  devoted  to  public  exe« 
cradon.  The  violent  writers  on  both  fides  were  indeed 
equally  diftant  from  the  {pint  and  princq>)es  of  the  con* 
. •    .  ^     ,  — — ^. 

thefe  ineiiionible»  though  too  little  knows  words :  **  Let  us  depart, 
'««  gentlemen  j  there  is  nothing  for  us  to  do  here,"  This  vras  cer- 
^latfily  giving  the  cleared  and  moft  pofitive  order  to  ftay  no  longer  at 
the  palacey  fince  nothing  was  to  be  done  there.  •  Ana  if  this  order 
had  (as  it  ought)  been  officially  conveyed  co  tbe  Swifs  officers  and 

fuardSy  tbey  would  have  all  retired  i  the  entry  to  tbe  palace  would 
ave  been  left  open  $  and  though  perhaps  it  might  have  been  de- 
molifb^t  yet  not  a  muiket  would  have  been  fired,  or  a  drop  of  blood 
(bed.  Unfortunately  this  order  was\)ot  conveyed  to  the  Sm(k,  From 
thence  it  followed*  on  the  •ne  hand,  that  the  Swifs,  the  national 

foards>  and  all  thole  who  had  repaired  to  the  palace  to  defend  tha 
ing,  believed  be  was  only  anxious  about  his  pcrfonal  fafety,  and 
complained  that  he  had  abandoned  them;  while,  on  tbe  other,  the 
pe<^le  beliered  that  the  king*  at  hia  departure,  had  ordered  the  refift- 
ance and  firing  which  happened*  Such  is  the  origin  of  the  Aifpictont 
and  clamours  againft  the  pretended  trenfons  pf  the  king,  and  tbe 
confpiracies  of  the  court.  Thefe  detaill  are  corroborated  by  fo  many 
ocular  witnefler,  that  it  is  impoffible  I  can  ever  call  their  truth  in 
queftion.  They  prove  diat  the  reproaches  agaiaft  the  king  are  not 
bstter  fsunded  on  one  iide-than  on  the  other* 
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ftitutlon ;  and  their  incendiaiy  produ&kms  fapported  and 
maintained  the  agitation  of  the  people.  It  was  incumbent 
on  the  king  to  turn  his  attenticm  to  the  fcrictus  incon- 
veniences which  rauft  hare  refulted  from  hcnice.  Obliged 
by  his  oath  to  mainuin  the  conftitution  by  every  poffible 
meansi  his  authority  and  his  duty  prompted  him  to  cboofe 
M  One  of  thofe  means,  the  inftrn^iing  of  the  people  by 
prudent  conftitutional  writings,  which  might  operate  as 
antidotes  to  the  dangerous  pamphlets  daily  publiihed^.  It 
ih  howevar  certain,  that  both  my  colleagues  and  myfelf 
confidered  it  af  our  duty  to  give  this  advice  to  the  king,  and 
accordingly  we  did  often  give  it.  Thus  it  is  very  poffiUe 
ftich  an  order  was  given  to  the  intendant  of  the  civil  lift. 
As  to  the  method  in  which  it  was  executed,  every  body 
muft  be  fenfihlc  the  king  could  not  pofllbly  enter  into  aO 
the  detail  of  the  bufincfs.  Befide^,  it  is  an  cftablifhed 
principle,'  that  the  moft  culpable  executbn  of  a  lawful 
order  can  never  involve  the  perfon  who  gives  that  order, 
but  only  him  who  executes  it.  An  order  to  diftribute 
prudent  and;  copftitutional  writings  was  ceruinly  legal 
The  king  had  the  right  of  ^ving  ftich  an  order,  and  be 
afluredly  gave  no  other.  But  the  following  {z£ts  perfoaaHy 
concern  the  king,  and  from  them  we  can  judge  of  h^ 
true  fentiment9.    ^ 

First  Fact. 

I  {hewed  the  grcateft  rcluftance  to  accept  the  miniftrj, 
and  I  cannot  deny  that  my  principal  rcafo;i  for  this  reluc- 
tance was  my  uncertainty  of  the  real  (entimLUts  of  the  king 
relative  to  the  conftitution.  He  >yas  informed  of  this ; 
s^nd  when  I  was  prefen^cd  to  him  on  tlie  3d  of  Ockobcr, 
by  the  minifter  of  the  home  department,  he  addreffed  me 
in  his  prefence,  in  the  very  words  winch  follow  : 

"  I  know  your  uneaCnefs,  and  do  not  blame  your  defiring 
^'  to  know  how  it  is  expeded  that  you  (hould  conduct 
**  yourfclf.  I  now  inform  "you,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to 
•*  confidcr  the  conftitution  as  unexceptionable.  I  am  even 
**  convinced,  that  had  not  the  affembly  prohibited  the 
*^  receiving  my  obfervations,  it  would  have  ^opted  the 
*^  principal  alterations  which  I  would  have  propofed.  But 
••  that  is  now  over.  I  have  accepted  the  conftitution  in 
**  itsprefent  form.  Thf  general  opinion  is  in  its  favoMr; 
•*  we  c^n,  thq^rcfore,  no  longer  think  pf  changes  until  ex* 
f  <  perience  (ball  make  us  feel  the  neeeftity  of  them }  for 

»c  force 


appendix;    No.It  45j 

^  force  can  do  nothing  agfiinft  opinion.  Tbt  fucteft  of 
*'  this  experience  depends  upon  the  fidelity  with  which 
*'  the  conftitution  it  carried  into  execution  ;  and  it  is  my  ; 
**  intention  to  execute  it  as  completely  and  as  well  as 
*<  poiBble.  Suchy  then,  is  the  line  of  condu£l  I  have 
*<  marked  out  for  Mjfel/^  and  I  require  my  miniftcrs  not 
*^  to  depart  from  it.  If  the  means  for  carrying  it  into 
^'  execution  may  appear  infufficient,  or  if  they  experience 
•*  embarraflments,  let  them  appeal  to  the  affembly." 

The  queen,  to  whom  I  was  prefented  the  fame  day^ 
fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe;  and  concluded  with  faying, 
**  Obfcrve  the  plan  the  king  has  adopted  j  I  think  it  is 
**  the  only  reafonabie  one,  and  hope  you  will  not  mak^ . 
*^  him  change  it.'* 

I  affirm  this  fa£l  upon  my  honour  and  confcience,  and 
will  fupport  the  affirmation  with  my  oath,  which  I  offer 
to  renew  before  whatever  perfon,  and  in  whatever  form 
the  aflembly  (hall  think  proper  to  prefcribe.  Upon  my 
return  home,  I  immediately  made  a  memorandum  of  what 
the  king  and  queen  had  faid.  The  memorandum  dated 
the  3d  of  O£lober,  was  in  the  fame  red  port -folio  which  > 
the  commiiEoners  of  the  committee  de  furviUlanee  de  la 
commune  carried  away.  If  the  national  convention  thin^ , 
proper  to  order  that  it  iliould  be  fearched  for^  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  have  it  laid  before  them. 

Second  Fact. 

Towards  the  end  of  December  laft,  or  the  beginning  of 
January,  an  old  officer,  retired  from  the  fcrvice,  came  to 
confult  me,  at  the  office  of  marine,  upon  a  propofal  which 
had  been  made  to  him  the  evening  before,  to  enter  into  an. 
afibciation  with  fome  gentlemen  to  efcort  the  king,  who 
intended,  as  they  faid,  foon  to  leave  the  kingdom.  The 
perfon  who  made  this  propofal  to  him,  introduced  himfelf 
at  his  houfe  under  the  title  of  a  marechal-dc-camp,  and 
gave  him  twenty-four  hours  to  refleft  on  the  fubjeft.  \ 
a4vifed  the  perfon  who  gave  me  this  information  to.  9^t^  .  \ 
at  difpofition  to  join  the  aiTociation,  provided  they  would 
explain  to  him  the  whole  of  their  plan,  their  means  of 
executing  it,  and  inform  him  of  the  perfons  who  were 
engaged  in  it.  I  exprefsly  enjoined  lym  to  for^  nothing 
they  might  tell  him,  and  particularly  to  make  himfelf  ac- 
quainted with  the  name  and  refidence  of  this  marechal-de- 
^^mp«    He  promifcd  foon  to  acquaint  me  ^ith  th^  refult 
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of  h£i  (eeond  eotiTerfadon.  He  accotdlngly  saiHe  met  tbe 
very  next  day»  a  detached  account  e!  what  pamfed.  I  took 
an  exa&  memorandum  of  it,  whkh  I  read  the  fame  aight 
at  the  codncil.  The  king  was  full  of  indignation^  and 
ordered  the  ^iniftcr  of  the  home  department  imm^Katelf 
to  denounce  die  ailbciation  to  the  diredory  of  the  depdh- 
snent,  and  to  enjoin  him  to  make  every  poflible  £i^rch 
after  this  pretended  marechal-de-camp,  to  watch  him  nar- 
rowly>  and  even  to  feize  his  perfon>  if  there  (hoold  be 
oecanon.  As  this  letter  was  inftantly  written  by  M.  Ca- 
bier  de  Gerville,  and  fent  direAIy  after  the  council,  it  is 
poflible  that  he  did  not  keep  a  memoranda]  m  of  it ;  b«t  the 
^  original  may  be  eafily  found  among  the.  papers  of  the  di- 
reCtoTj  of  the  department.  The  inquiries  ordered  by  the 
king  were  carefully  made.  They  difcovcrcd  the  ufual 
refidence  of  this  man,  but  he  had  concealed  hlmfelf  in 
foch  a  manner,  that  it  was  not  poflible  to  feize  him.  h 
appeared,  moreover,  by  the  accounts  obtatnccf  at  the  police 
office  concerning  him,  that  he  was  a  wortiilefs,  wrong- 
headed  fellow.  But  whatever  truth  there  is  in  this,  the 
COnduA  of  the  king  in  this  affdr  proves^  at  kaft,  Aat  he 
dfd  not  favour  afibciations  formed  mider  pretence  of  con* 
fitlting  his  perfonal  fafety, 

ThIIID  FiiCT^M 

• 

In  January  laft,  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville,  reading  in  the 
council  a  rough  draught  of  a  proclamation,  the  king  inter- 
rupted him  at  the  expreflion  ••  tbe  t&ve  ofmj  P^^^y*  and 
defired  him  to  corrcft  It  by  infertmg  the  words  «*  the 
**  love  of  the  French  people,  I  can  no  longer,**  added  he, 
with  emotion,  and  his  eyes  fwclled  with  tears,  "  1  can  no 
^  longer  fay  mj  people :  but  they  cannot  prevent  diat 
«*  from  being  the  expreflion  of  my  heart/' 

This  intercfling  fa£l  can  be  attefted  by  the  minifters 
who  then  Compofcd  the  council  \  and  I  require  all  thofc 
who  have  been  in  it,  either  before  or  fince,  to  dedaiC 
•  whether  they  did  not  obfervc,  in  many  inftances,  that  one 
of  the  moft:  prevailing  (entiments  with  the  king,  was  that 
of  a  moft  tender  and  affeftionate  attachment  to  the  Frcncfc 
people.  J|  is  not  yet  forgotten,  that  on  the  day  of  his 
arrivaf  fr^  Varcnnes,  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  hi» 
houfchold,  e*prcfling  his  regret  at  the  ill  fuceefs  of  dwt 
expedition,  arid  particuhrly  at  the  incrcafe  of  credit  afwl 
power  which  it  wouW  give  tot&eaficmWy,  the  king  imme- 
diately 
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daately  made  tbis  remarkable  anfWer,  ^  So  mudi  &t 
**  betteti  a  thoufand  times;  fo  much  the  better,  pnmded 
**  Jt  conduces  lo  the  happinefs  of  ray  p^j/lc,^ 

Fourth  Fact, 

At  the  fitting  of  the  6tb  of  this  month,  the  reporter 
Falaze  read  a  note  found  in  my  houfe,  concerning  a  new 
order  of  knighthood,  called  that  of  the  queens  and  in 
order  to  give  this  writing  (which  juftly  excited  the  rifi- 
bility  of  die  aflembly)  more  importance,  he  faid  it  was 
found  in  my  port-fblio.  The  reporter  Valaze  is  midaken ; 
and  if  the  aflembly.  will  order  the  verbal  proccfs,  w^jicli  ^ 
<ook  place  .At  the  examination  of  my  papers,  to  be  looked 
into,  it  will  appear  that  this  writing  was  not  found  in  any 
of  my  port-folios,  but  in  a  different  place,  which  I  (hall 
not  name.  It  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  read  iu 
hiid  they  not  feparaled  it  from  a  letter  which  was  inclolra. 
under  the  fame  feal.  This  letter,  dated  tbe  beginning  of 
September  or  OAober  1790,  was  nearly  in  the  foUowtng 
urms ; 

«•  I  fend  you  the  note  which  I  mentioned  the  day 
*<  before  yefterday.  I  muft  forewarn  you,  that  1  had  it 
<^  fixmi  one  whofe  fancy  is  a  little  exalted ;  fo  you  may 
••  believe  what  you  pteafe  of  it.** 

Tbe  place  in  which  it  was  fomid  proves  that  I  bad 
formed  the  fame  judgment  concerning  it  with  the  na* 
tional  convention. 

The  members  of  tbe  committee  Jf  Surveillnnci  i$  la 
cdmmane^  who  fpcnt  nine  hours  in  examining  thefe  papers^ 
found  alfo  a  lift  of  an  Auftrian  committee,  compofed  of 
about  thirty  fidiitious  names.  They  were  eager  to  feiae 
that  writing,  which  they  at  firft  confidered  as  a  vnofk  im- 
portant difcovery.  Fortunately,  however,  the  key  to  tbofc 
names  was  written  in  the  fecond  column  of  the  fame  page» 
and  contained  the  names  of  M.  M.  Syeyes,  Ceodorcet, 
Briflbt,  Robespierre,  &c«  &c.  But  had  this  key  betn 
written  upon  a  different  (heet,  and  coatd  they  have  as 
cafily  (eparated  it  from  this  lift  as  they  did  the  note  con- 
csrning  the  order  of  ChevaKer  de  la  RetfUf  from  the  tetter 
above  mentioned,  they  might  then  have  employed  the  lift 
as  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  an  Auftrian  com-' 
mittee. 

Such  then  are  the  fzCts  which  I  thought  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  make*  known  to  the  aflRubbFy.    Thpff  accoiacy 
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win  be  cftabliflicd  by  the  proofs  which  I  eke,  which  can 
be  verified  by  the  witncflcs  whom  I  point  out.  I  (hould 
have  had  a  much  greater  number  to  prefent,  if  the  cata- 
ftrophe  of  the  month  of  September  had  not  driven  from 
France,  or  deftroyed,  the  perfons  who  could  have  atteited 
the  truth. 

(Signed)        De  Bertrand, 


No.  III. 

Denunciation  of  Prevarications  tommitted  in  the  Trial 
of  Louis  XVI.  addrejfed  to  the  National  Cok- 
VENTiON,  by  M.  Bert  RAND  de  Moleville, 
Mini/ler  of  State  in  France. 

M.  Prefident, 

T  DENOUNCE  to  the  national  convention,  to  the  people  of 
-'-  France,  and  to  all  Europe,  the  odious  prevarications 
which  luive  taken  place  in  the  trial  of  Loui&  XVI  ^  of 
which  I  (hall  here  point  out  the  proofs,  in  order  to  have 
juftice  adminiftered  againft  the  guilty. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  month,  I  fent  papers  for  the  defence 
of  Louis  XVI.  to  the  garde  du  fceau,  with  formal  requifi- 
tton  to  have  them  delivered  to  the  king.  I  thought  that 
the  fureft  means  of  having  them  conveyed  to  their  facred 
deftination,  was  to  addrefs  them  to  that  minifter  of  juf* 
tice*  I  accordingly  wrote  the  following  letter  to  him : 
"  Sir, 

'^  As  it  is  one  of  the  mod  facred  duties  of  a  minifter  of 
'^  juftice  to  prote£l  thofe  who  are  under  accufation,  and  to 
<^  fecure  to  them  every  means  of  clearing  th^ir  innocence, 
^'  I  addrefs  thefe  papers  to  you^  folemnly  requefting  that 
<<  they  may  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Louis  XVL 
<*  As  the  king's  ancient  minifter,  I  feel  not  only  autho- 
*^  rized,  but  obliged  m  duty  to  point  out  thofe  ciicmn- 
<'  (lances  during  my  adminiftration,  that  tend  to  ovcrfet^ 
<f  the  principal  articles  of  the  accufation  brought  againft 
«^  him^    S.ucb  is  the  object  of  my  demand;  an4  you  muft 

«  be 
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**  be  fenfible,  Sir,  that  you  cannot  rcjcft  it,  without  Ihcw- 
**  ing  yourfelf  the  accomplice  of  one  of  the  mod  atrocious 
**  crimes  of  which  there  is  any  example.*' 

A  few  days  afterwards,  I  fent  under  cover  to  the  fame 
minifter  a  packet  for  M.  de  Maleiherbts,  intttled,  **  Papers 
**  for  the  juftiiication  of  Louis  XVI."  I  wrote  at  the 
fame  time  to  advertife  M.  de  Maleftierbes  of  my  fending 
them  as  above  mentioned  to  the  garde  duffcauy  and  requir* 
ing  that  he  (hould  afk  them  from  that  minider. 

I  am  this  day  informed,  that  when,  in  confequence  of 
that  letter,  M.  de  Maleiherbes  went  himfelf  to  claim  thefc 
packets,  he  was  anfwered  by  the  minifter  of  ju(lice,,that,  on 
finding  they  contained  papers  for  the  juftification  of 
Louis  XVI.  he  had  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  fend  them 
to  the  national  convention. 

I  muft  obferve  here,  that  the  condu£l  of  the  minider  of 
jailice  upon  this  Qccafion  is  of  a  piece  with  the  barbarous 
praAice  of  the  keepers  and  jailors  of  prifons  under  the 
ancient  government,  in  fending,  all  letters  or  papers  ad» 
drefled  to  the  prifoner,  to  the  magiftrate  fuperintending 
the  prifons.  There  was  then,  however,  one  fure  means 
of  having  letters,  &c.  remitted  to  the  prifoner,  namely,  by 
addreffing  them  direftly  to  that  magiftrate.  Neverthclefe> 
the  coaftituent  aflembly,  juftly  indignant  at  the  flownefs 
of  this  means,  and  the  inhumanity  of  thefe  precaution^, 
formally  abolifhed  this  cufto'm  by  the  new  criminal  code.  It. 
decreed,  that  the  prifoner  fhould  not  only  receive  all  papers 
and  memorials  wh^ch  might  aflift  in  their  defence,  but  that 
a  copy  of  their  indictment,  and  of  the  procedure,  ihould 
be  given  them  in  twenty*four  hours  after  it  was  demanded, 
either  by  themfelves  or  their  counfel.  But  when  I  fo- 
kmnly  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  minifter  fpecially  appointed 
to  maintain  the  execution  of  this  law,  he  does  not  fcruple 
to  infringe  it,  under  pretence  that  he  has  no  communica* 
tion  with  the  prifoner. 

If  fuch  a  pretext  is  admitted,  every  law  made  for  the  pro* 
teflion  of  the  accufed  may  be  equally  violated  by  his  judges 
themfelves,  as  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  has  any  com-* 
manication  with  the  prifoner. 

The  conduft  of  the  minifter  of  juftice  is  ftill  more  un-^ 
juftiiiable  with  regard  to  M.  de  Maleflieibes.  Cquld  bo 
poilibly  imagine  it  was  his  duty  to  deprive  the  defender  of 
liouis  XVI.  of  papers  fent  for  his  client's  juftification  ? 
So  that  the  fuperfcription  \vhich  I  wrote  upon  the  packet, 

'  'as 
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as  a  lecnnty  for  its  bebg  delirered,  Vai  cxa£ti]r  wbat  de« 
tcrmined  the  minifter  of  juftice  not  only  to  keep  k  up  firom 
M.  de  Malefherbes,  but  to  fend  it  to  the  very  committee 
which  conduced  the  procefs  againft  the  king. 

Could  we  fuppofe  a  legal  court  of  aflaflins^  what  con« 
dn£l  could  more  naturally  be  expe£^ed  from  the  principal 
agent  of  fuch  a  courts  than  to  deliver  the  papers  tranfmitted 
to  him  for  the  defence  of  the  accufed,  into  the  hands  of 
the  ^ccufers  ? 

I  fabmit  the  above  confiderations  to  the  juftice  of  the 
national  convention,  and  (hail  proceed  in  my  ftatoscataf 
faas. 

M,  de  Maleflierbes  went  to  the  committetf,  and  claimed 
the  packets.  He  found  tbar  both  had  been  opened ;  tbejr 
contained  printed  and  written  papers.  The  printed  pa* 
pers  were  delivered  to  him  *,  but  he  was  informed  that  hi 
could  not  have  the  others  without  an  order  from  the  con* 
vention.  A  member  of  the  committee  went  with  the  ps^ 
pers  to  the  convention  to  demand  this  order.  He  ie« 
turned,  and  told  M.  de  Maleflierbes,  that,  upon  his  (ie- 
mand,  the  aflembly  had  paffed.  to  the  6rder  of  the  day. 
The  membev  did  not  bring  back  the  papers,  he  left  tbcm 
on  the  bureau. 

M.  dtf  Maleflierbes  aflied  what  means  he  could  take  t» 
obtMtt .  thefe  pagers  i  The  members  of  the  committee 
looked  at  each  other,  but  nobody  anfwered  him. 

The  ftrikiflg  injuftice  of  refufing  to  allow  M.  de  Male* 
flierbes  fo  much  as  to  read  thofe  papers^  muft  be  imputed 
f^  the  ignorance  or  guilt  of  ibme  inferior  agent  of  the 
committee;  for  certainly  none  of  its  members  would  hats 
been  acceffbry  to  fuch  illegal  conduct, 

I  Mn  equally  convinced  that  the  aifembly  would  not  have 
paftd  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on  the  demand  of  tl  dc 
Malcfherbes,  had  the  nature  of  the  veqoeft  been  clearly 
reprefented.  The  hGt  however  is,  that  thofe  iatrufted 
with  t^e  king's  defence  were  obliged  to  make  it  without 
die  affiftance  of  thefe  papers.  Unfortunately  they  vrext 
not  the  onPf  papers  which  were  kept  up  ',  for  it  is  knovOf 
that  when  the  papers  in  the  king's  cabinet  were  iieized  and 
^nried  away,  notie  of  the  formalities  which  the  law  exaAsy 
and  the  particulars  can  loudly  called  for,  were  uicd  lo 
prevent  fubtra£lion,  alteration,  or  fubilitution;  of  couiie 
none  of  thofe  papers  can,  widi  the  leaft;  colour  of  law  ^r 
juftice,  be  produced  againft  the  king*,  yet  they  are  p^' 

.  .  ducfd 
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Amctd  atid  wrged  againfl;  him,  as  if  all  thofe  formalities 
had  been  obferved ;  and  beGdes,  a  colle£tion,  falfely  called 
conrplete,  of  the  papers  found  in  his  majefty's  cabinet,  was, 
by  orders  of  the  committee,  printed,  and  profufely  diftri- 
bated  over  the  kingdom  ;  but  this  coUeAion,  fo  lar  from 
being  complete,  confifted  only  of  fuch  papers  as  admitted 
of  malignant  intcrpretationsi  which  were  with  much  afli*  . 
duity  given  to  them,  enforced  and  illuftrated  by  calumnious 
notes.  It  is  lo  be  hoped,  that  the  authors  of  thefe  notes 
are  not  of  the  number  of  the  king's  judges,  no  more  than 
thofe  deputies  who  have  betrayed  fuch  a  thirft  for  the  king's 
blood,  that  they  have  anticipated  their  votes  for  his  death 
hj  printing  and  publifhing  their  opinions.  According  to 
-tlie  laws  of  all  civilifed  countries,  a  judge  who  condemn^ 
a  perfoQ  accufed,  without  having  heard  his  defence,  thereby 
loies  the  right  of  finally  judging  him,  and  is  confidered  as 
^n  the  fame  footing  with  the  accufcrs.  Were  it  poiTible  to 
f«ippofe  that-  this  law  could  be  violated  in  the  cafe  of 
Louis  XVI.  the  French  nation,  fired  with  indignation 
againft  fuch  flagrant  injuftice,  would  undoubtedly  rife  like 
-one  man,  and  pour  vengeance  gn  the  bafe  infringers  o^ 
ft  principle  fo  felf-evident  and  facrcd.  Trufting  to  the 
Imtice  of  the  national  convention,  I  demand  that  the  pa- 
pers for  the  juftification  of  Louis  XVI.  which  I  fend  under 
•cover  to  the  minifter  of  juftice,  may  be  remitted  to  the 
king's  defenders ;  and  as  to  the  papers  found  in  the  king's 
cabinet,  but  which  the  authors  of  the  printed  colleftion 
-thought  i^  expedient  to  fupprefs,  I  can,  from  my  own  cer- 
tain knowledge,  only  point  out  the  following  : 

I  ft,  A  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  king  from  three  deputies 
of  the  legiflative  afl>mbly,  of  great  influence,  dated  in  the 
^onth  of  July  laft.  This  letter  contained  a  predidiion  of 
the  iQth  of  Auguft  J  and  the  recall  of  Servan,  Claviere, 
and  Roland,  was  propofed  as  the  only  means  of  preventing 
that  cataftrophe.  As  I  faw  the  king  in  public  only  after 
my  retreat  from  the  miniftry,  I  had  not  an  opix)rtunity  of 
reading  the  letter  myfclf,  but  I  was  informed  of  its  con- 
tents byperfons  who  have  read  it.  I  ihall  name  thefe 
petfons,  and  likewife  the  deputies,  as  foon  as  the  proofs 
Ihali  be  taken  into  confideration,  and  the  witnefles  in  fa- 
vour of  the  king  arc  to  be  heard,  according  to  the  indif* 
penfable  form  in  all  criminal  caufes. 

The  letter  of  thofe  three  deputies  may  at  leaft  fenre  to 
prove,  that  the  torrents  of  blood  ihed  on  the  lotb  of  Au« 

guft 
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^  Capft/  thai  la  Fayette,  a  £avooTke»  im  ewry  fafi  rf  the 
^*  nvord  ^^  of  the  wuio^  Capet,  and  Bailly,  then  mayor, 
*<♦  were  prcfent  at  the  flight  from  the  palace  of  the  ThmK 
^  lertes ;  and  that  they  Uvoured  it  with  all  their  power .** 
It  H  falfe,  that  I  was  at  the  ThutUeries  on  the  day  of  tbe 
2oth  of  June.  It  is  falfe,  that  I  m  any  manner  facilitste4 
the  ti^  of  Lonis'e  family.  It  is  true,  om  the  coacrary, 
th^  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  k. 

Upon  being  informed  of  the  declaration  nude  by  yoafi|r 
Louts  and  his  ftfter,  I  requeued  the  prefident  of  the  tri- 
iMmal  to  demand  of  the  accnfed,  ift,  At  what  hourAe 
and  Lottk  left  the  Thuilleries  on  the  20th  of  June  ?  ^\fs 
If  I  were  prefent  ?  The  prefident  replied,  that  tbe  accufisd 
bad  in  her  examination  anticipated  my  queftions,  by  de«- 
daring,  ift.  That  they  had  fet  off  between  eleven  a^d 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  \  and  2d]y,  That  i  was  not  prefent. 
Thus  the  teftimony.  of  the  mother  overthrew  that  of  the 
children. 

For  feveral  months  it  had  been  rumoured,  that  the 
flight  of  Louis  was  at  hand.  I  had  conftantly  tranfinittod 
to  the  committee  of  refearch  all  the  information  that  I  re- 
ceived, lliefe  rumours  were  renewed  on  die  19th  and 
aoth.  I  had  been  for  feventeen  days  ill  of  a  qmnfey^ 
from,  which  I  was  beginning  to  recover.  On  the  evenii^ 
of  Monday  I  received  frelh  information,  which  ind^iced 
me  to  fend  for  three  of  the  neareft  municipal  oflicers  to 
my  houfe,  that  I  might  not  have  to  decide  alone  on  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment. 

i  fent  for  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  national 
foards ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  drefled  myfelf  at  all  events. 
The  citizen  Cochon  de  1* Apparent,  at  that  time  member 
of  the  conftituent  afiemb!]s  and  of  the  committee  of  re* 
fearch,  came  to  communicate  to  me  what  he  knew :  be 
was  witnefs  to  what  pafled  at  my  houfe,  and  can  give 
teflimony  of  my  condu£i:.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  coo»- 
mander  in  chief,  we  communicated  to  him  the  ififiiniittkn 
which  we  had  received,  and  the  apprehenfion  which  we 

*  Any  one  would  conclude  from  this  exprdfioo,  ibat  la  Fa|i(ft 
wai  very  ii>uch  in  the  queen *8  good  graces.  She  could  not  andm 
him,  and  often  ufed  to  iay  to  her  friendt,  **  Muft  I  always  (lave  that 
'*  coxcomb  befoi-e  my  eyes  ?**  I  have  this  anecdote  from  perlbtti^f 
veracity.  Recourfe  was  had  to  )a  Fayette  only  beomfe  he  ^MS  eom- 
grander  of  tbe  natioiuU  guard,  and  might  have  dilcooeeitid  }3tmt^a^ 

%  had 
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had  entertained.  We  reminded  him  that  it  was  Kis.  duty 
to  guard  the  Thuilleiies.  He  anfwered,  that  he  was  going 
to  the  palace ;  that  ht  would  give  the  ftri£left  ordersi  and 
that,  though  he  thought  the  fuppofed  projefi  very  im- 
probable, he  would  take  care  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of 
Its  execution.  La  Fayette  went  in  fa£t  to  the  palace,  and 
returned  a  little  after  twelve  o'clock  to  my  houfe.  He 
afluced  us  that  all  the  gates  were  fall ;  and  that  he  had 
himfelf  renewed  the  watch-word  at  all  the  entrances  i  he 
added  (an  expreflion  which  I  very  well  remember),  that  a 
moufe  could  not  get  out  of  the  palace.  He  further  faid^ 
that  Gouvion,  the  major-general,  would  pafs  the  night  at 
the  eate  of  Villequier.  Thefe  are  the  fafts  which  are  in 
the  Knowledge  of  the  pcrfons  before-mentioned ;  beiides 
which,  the  fteward  and  porter  of  the  houfe,  Jean  Baptide 
Mouflbn,  my  prefent  fervant,  my  former  coachman  (named 
Bellanger),  Francois  the  infpedor  of  the  lights,  and  all 
tbofe  who  were  in  my  fervice  on  the  20th  of  June,  caa 
atteft  that  I  did  not  leave  mv  houfe  on  that  day. 

Louis  and  his  family,  it  is  well  known,  travelled  with  a 
paflport  giren  by  Montmorin,  for  a  perfon  named,  if  I 
recolle£t  right,  tne  baronefs  de  Kroff*  Some  days  before 
the  flight  in  looking  over  my  letters,  I  found  that  M.  Si* 
molin,  the  Ruflian  ambaflador,  had  applied  to  me  for  a  ' 
paflport  for  the  baronefs  de  Kroff*.  I  had  fome  paflporta 
ready  firned,  which  were  delivered  to  me  by  the  minifter. 
After  a  moment's  reflexion,  I  faid,  *<  But  why  does  the 
♦•  Ruffian  ambaflador  defire  a  paflport  for  a  foreigner  ? 
**  He  ought  to  apply  to  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs." 
I  referred  him,  therefore,  to  that  minifter,  and  thus  ef- 
caped,  by  good  fortune,  the  fnare  which  was  laid  for  me* 
Montmorin,  it  is  known,  declared  that  he  gave  two  pafl*- 
ports,  on  an  affurance  chat  the  (irft  was  burnt. 

It  is,  therefore,  falfe  that  I  was  prefent  at  the  flight  of 
Louis,  and  that  I  favoured  with  all  niy  power  the  liberti- 
cideproje£t.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  moft  indifputable, 
that  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

I  was  interrogated  refpefting  certain  private  meetings 
faid  to  have  been  held  at  the  Thuilleries,  and  compofed, 
as  it  was  affertcd,  of  intriguers  and  members  of  the  con- 
ftituent  aflembly,  Mirabeau,  Barnavc,  Lameth,  &c. :  it 
feemed  that  I  was  fuppofed  to  have  afHfted  at  them.  I 
afiirm  that  I  never  had  any  knowledge  of  fuch  meetings ; 
that  I  never  afliftcd  at  them  ;  that  I  never  was  conne£^ed 
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with  any  of  tho(c  who  were  confidcred  as  partj-Ua^ectf 
fuch  as  Mirabc^Uf  ^arnave,  and  the  two  Lameths  \  that 
ipY  conne£lions  yfuh  la  Fayette  neceCarily  rcfuked  from 
the  mutual  relation  of  our  offices;  th^at  the  confidence 
which  I  had  in  t)itn>  efpecially  during  the  firf^  yc2^r,  wzi 
di£tated  by  tijte  whole  nation ;  but  that  thofe  coilinei^ipiis 
were  only  officialj^  aud  that  I  never  poiTefred  his  peculiar 
confidence. 

It  was  aflcrted  that  fome  of  their  meetings  were  keld  at 
la  Rochefoucauh's.  I  anfwered*  that  I  knew  fereral  de- 
puties, and  amongft  others  la  Fayette^  often  met  io  the 
jpvening  at  the  houfe  of  la  RpcKefpucauIt ;  but  that  I  wa^ 
never  there  mjfclf. 

The  unfortunate  day  of  the  Champ  de  Mars  was  men* 
tioned;  and  it  was  termed  a  confpiracy  to  aflaflinate  the 
true  patriots.  The  national  aflembly  being  informed  that 
j^nobs  were  cpllc£liog  to  refift  the  decree  pafiTed  tlie  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  judging  that  every  appearance  of  rc- 
JGftancc  again  ft  the  law  was  criminal,  ordered  the  depart- 
ment and  the  municipality  to  reftrain  thofe  mobs  by  all 
the  means  with  which  the  conftitution  had  invefted  tnem. 
The  official  accounts,  which  are  prefeivcd  among  the  ar* 
chives  of  the  national  affembly,  and  of  the  municipalityt 
prove  that  the  municipal  body  had  in  the  morning  cm- 
ployed  all  the  means  of  perfuafion  to  difp^rle  the  qtulti- 
tude- 

When  the  municipality  in  a  body  afterwards  entered  the 
Champ  dc  la  Federation,  every  one  knows  the  magiilrates 
had  not  time  to  make  the  fummonfes  prefcribed  by  the 
law  i  but  that  the  municipality  and  the  national  guard 
were  affailcd  with-  a  (hower  of  (tones ;  that  one  c5  the 
rioters  fired  a  piftol-fhot  againft  the  municipality;  and 
that  the  ballj,  after  pafllng  by  me,  ftruck  the  thigh  of  a 
dragoon  of  the  troops  of  the  line  who  had  joined  uie  na*^ 
tional  guards,  and  who  afterwards  died  of  the  wound. 

It  has  been  faid  that  the  authors  pf  thefe  difordersj  and 
of  this  murder,  were  not  at  all  connefted  vyith  the  citizens 
afTembled  round  the  altar  of  their  country.  But,  in  fad| 
the  national  guard  only  fired  upon  the  bank  from  whence 
the  ftones  and  the  plilol-fliots  had  proceeded.  It  is  added^ 
that  the  men  who  occupied  this  bank  had  been  feut  by  b 
.Fayette  and  me.  This  accufation  is  without  proof;  and 
it  is  abfolutely  falfe.  I  make  this  affirmation  as  far  ai 
regards  myfelf.  It  is,  moreover,  evident  that  if  thefe  mcp 
8  bad 
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had  been  our  agents  they  would  doubtlefs  have  avoided 
firing  on  me  or  on  the  municipality. 

But  it  is  faid,  la  Fayette  was  reconciled,  in  June  179 if 
with  Lameth  and  the  Others,  and  they  altogether  plotted 
the  downfal  of  liberty.  I  know  not  what  plots  may  have 
been  formed  by  men  with  whom  I  never  had  any  connec- 
tion. I  remarked  indeed  that  reconciliation,  and  I  was 
fiirprifed  at  it ;  but  it  cannot  be  faid  that  I  was  reconciled 
Vith  the  Lameths,  fince  I  had  neither  any  quarrel  or  con- 
ne£lion  with  them.  I  do  not  rccollcft  that  I  have  fpoken 
vith  either  of  them  for  two  minutes  together  fince. the 
revolution.  I  have  never  had  a  continued  intcrcourfc 
\irith  any  of  the  deputies,  unlcfs  it  was  what  the  afTairs  of 
the  city  gave  me  in  the  different  committees.  If  la  Fayette 
fcngaged  in  any  intrigues,  he  was  too  well  acq^uainted  with 
my  patriotifm  to  make  me  his  confidant. 

With  regard  to  my  connexions  with  the  court,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  fully  proves  my  innocence,  is,  that 
among  the  numerous  papers  belonging  to  Louis,  which 
were  found  both  at  the  houfe  of  la  Porte  and  in  the  iron 
clofet,  papers  in  which  a  great  number  of  perfons  are  im- 

Jticated  in  affairs  more  or  lefs  culpable,  there  is  not  one 
^hich  can  draw  on  me  the  fmallefl:  reproach.  What  is 
moi:e,  I  am  named  in  fome  of  thofe  papers,  but  it  is  as  an 
enemy.    JSome  attack  me  by  farcafm,  and  endeavour  to 

f)bice  me  in  a  ridiculous  point  of  view  (£ee  Cazottc'^ 
ictters) ;  others,  fuch  as  Talon,  fay,  «*  Sire,  if  you  make 
''  fuch  facrifices,  'Bailly  will  come  and  mal^e  you  a  fii\c^ 
"  harangue."  Others  fay,  and  that  of  the  date  of  I79i» 
"  the  mayor  of  Paris  will  be  managed,  fo  as  to  prevent;^ 
•^  him  from  giving  us  any  further  trouble."  Finally,  fomc 
pf  them  talk  qf  thp  ncc^iJTity  9f  tf^^ing  9ff  my  heajd. 

I  have  gained  nothing  in  the  revolution  ;  bii  the  con- 
^ry,  it  has  caufed  me  to  lo^e  fonie  valuable  pJUces ;  andv 
it  has  almoft  entirely  dedroyed  my  fortune.'  I  have  need^' 
my  dear  fellow-citizens,  of  your  cfteem ;  I  am  fure  that 
you  will  fooner  or  later  do  me  juftiqe,  but  I  have  need  of 
that  juftice  whilll  I  am  alive  and  in  the  midfl:  of  you.  I^ 
liad  previoufly  defcrved  it  by  fifty  years  of  continued  pro- 
bity ;  and  my  claim  cannot  but  be  augmented  and  con- 
firmed by  nearly  three  years  of  entire  devotion  to  your 
mteieftsj  with  no  other  recompence  than  your  efteem. 

(Signed)  Baillt.. 
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No.  V. 

Letter  from  Charlotte  Corday  to  Barbaroui. 

In  the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye,  from  tht 
room  iormcrly  occupied  hy  BriflbCi 
the  fecood  day  of  my  prepantiot 
for  peace, 

"t;rOU  requefted,  citizen,  an  accQunt  of  my  journey;  I 
*  will  not  excufe  you  from  a  detail  of  the  flighted  ancc- 
dote,  I  travelled  iivith  good  mountaineers,  whom  I  foi^ 
fered  to  talk  as  much  as  diey  pleafed,  and  their  difcourfc^ 
which  was  as  abfurd  as  their  perfons  were  dUagreeahki 
contributed  not  a  little  to  lull  me  .to  fleep.  I  was  not 
perfcdlly  awake  till  I  came  to  Paris.  One  of  my  fellow- 
travellers,  who  undoubtedly  is  an  admirer  of  fleepy  wo- 
men, took  me  for  the  daughter  of  one  of  his  old  frieodSi 
fuppofed  me  pofTefled  of  a  fortune  which  I  have  not,  gave 
me  a  name  which  I  had  never  heard,  and  in  conclufion, 
offered  me  his  fortune  and  his  hand.  When  I  was  tired 
of  his  converfation,  I  faid,  **  We  are  admirable  comedians, 
'<  what  a  pitv,  that  with  fuch  talents,  we  have  no  fpeAa- 
«*  tors:  I  will  go  and  fetch  our  fellow-travellers,  that 
*^  they  may  have  their  ihareof  amufement.'*  I  left  him  in 
a  very  ill  humour  ;  all  night  he  fung  plaintive  fongs,  ex« 
cellent  provocatives  of  fleep.  At  length'  I  parted  with  him 
at  Paris,  refufing  to  give  him  my  addreb  or  that  of  my 
father,  of  whom  he  wiflied  to  aik  me  in  marriage.  He 
left  me  evidently  difpleafed. 

I  did  not  know  that  the  people  here  had  intenogated 
nvjr  fellow-travellers,  and  I  mamtained  that  I  knew  none 
Qt  them,  that  I  might  fpare  them  the  difagreeable  talk  of 
undergoing  interrogatories  refpefling  me.  In  this,  I  fol- 
lowed my  oracle,  Raynal,  who  fays,  it  is  not  our  duty  to 
tell  truth  to  our  tyrants*  The  lady  who  travelled  with 
me,  gave  them  the  information  that  1  was  acquainted  with 
you,  and  had  fpoke  to  Duperret. 

You  know  the  firmnefs  of  Duperret^s  mind ;  in  his 
anfwers  he  told  them  the  exa£l  truth,  and  his  depofiuon 
was  corroborated  by  mine,  nothing  appears  againft  him', 
Vut  his  courage  is  a  crime,  I  confefs,  I  was  apprehenfire 
that  my  havlnjg  fpoke  to  him  would  be  difcovered,  and  re- 
pented 
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pented  It  when  too  late.  1  wiflicd  to  impair  my  fault  by 
inducing  him  to  go  and  join  you>  but  he  was  too  refolute 
to  take  my  advice.  Sure  of  his  innocence,  and  of  the  in- 
nocence of  every  one  elfe,  I  refolvcd  to  execute  my  pro- 
jeft.  Would  you  believe  it  ?  Fauchet  is  in  prifon  as  my 
accomplice ;  he  who  did  not  even  know  of  my  exidence. 

But  the  people  are  not  content  to  have  only  an  un- 
important woman  facrificed  to  the  manes  of  that  great 
man.  Pardon  me,  my  fellow-creatures !  for  fuch  an  ufe 
of  this  word  as  difhonours  your  fpecies ;  he  was  a  ferocious 
bead,  who  intended  to  dedroy  the  reft  of  France  by  the 
flames  of  civil  war.     Now,  peace  for  ever ! 

Four  members  were  prcfent  at  my  firft  interrogatory, 
Chabot  looked  like  a  madman  \  Legendre  infifted  that  he 
had  feen  me  in  the  morning  at  his  houfe ;  I  who  never 
thought  of  the  man  -,  I  do  not  confider  him  polTcfled  of 
fufl^cient  abilities  to  be  the  tyrant  of  his  country,  and  it 
'was  not  my  defign  to  punifli  every  body.  All  who  fee  me 
pretend  that  they  have  known  me  a  long  while,  though, 
in  fa£l,  they  never  faw  me  before. 

I  believe  that  the  dying  words  of  Marat  have  been 
printed.  I  doubt  whether  he  uttered  any,  but  thefe  are 
the  laft  he  faid  to  me.  After  having  written  down  all 
your  names,  and  thofe  of  the  adminiftration  of  Calvados  ^ 
who  are  at  Evreux,  he  laid,  for  my  comfort,  <Mn  a  few 
**  days,  I  will  have  them  all  guillotined  at  Paris.''  If  the 
department  places  his  buft  oppofite  to  that  of  St.  Fargeau, 
they  may  have  thefe  words  engraven  on  it  in  letters  of 
gold. 

I  will  give  you  no  details  of  this  great  event,  the  journals 
will  be  fufRciently  explicit.  I  confefs  that  my  refolution 
was  rendered  complete,  by  my  obferving  the  courageous 
manner  in  which  our  volunteers  inrolled  themfelves  on 
the  feventh  of  July ;  you  may  recollcft  the  delight  I  felt, 
and  I  promifed  myfelf  that  I  would  make  Fetion  repent  of 
the  fufpicions  he  had  manifefted  refpe£ling  mv  fentimcnts. 
In  fliort,  I  rtflccled  that  all  thofe  brave  fellows  were 
fetting  out  to  obtain  the  head  of  one  fingle  man,  that  they 
would  be  difappointed,  or  that  his  deftrudlion  would  have 
occafioned  the  death  of  many  good  citizens.  He  did  not 
deferve  fo  di(lingui(bed  a  fate }  the  hand  of  a  woman  waa 
fuilicient. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  ufed  a  treacherous  artifice  to  in- 
duce him  to  admit  me:  all  expedients  are  juftifiable  in 
H  H  3  fuch 
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fiich  a  caufe.  I  intended,  when  I  left  Cklvados,  to  have 
facrificed  him  on  the  fummit  of  the  Mountain,  but  he  no 
longer  attended  the  convention. 

I  wifli  I  had  Icept  your  letter,  it  would  have  proved  that 
I  had  no  accomplices  ;  but  time  will  elucidate  that  point 

We  are  fuch  good  republicans  at  Paris,  that  it  is  not 
conceived  how  an  ufelcfs  woman,  who,  if  ftic  liVcd  her 
longed  poffible  term,  would  do  no  good,  could,  in  cold 
blood,  factifice  herfclf  to  favc  her  country.  I  expefied  to 
have  been  inftantly  put  to  death,  but  fomc  men,  trulv 
courageous,  and  fuperior  to  all  commendation,  prefcrvcd 
me  from  the  excufable  rage  of  thofe  whom  I  had  rendered 
unhappy.  A?  I  really  retained  my  pre  fence  of  mind,  I 
felt  hurt  at  the  exclamations  of  fome  women,  biit  thofc 
who  fave  their  country  think  nothing  of  the  price  it  coh 
^hem.  May  peace  be  eftablifhed  as  foon  as  1  wi(h  it !  This,' 
however,  is  a  grand  preliminary,  without  which  it  would 
never  have  been  obtained.  For  thefe  two  days  I  have  en- 
joyed a  delicious  (late  of  peace.  The  happinefs  of  my 
country  conftitutes  mine  ;  there  is  no  aft  of  fclf-devotldn 
which  does  not  over-pay  in  pleafure,  the  pain  of  refolving 
to  adopt  it. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  my  father  will  be  tormented  on  my 
account :  the  lofs  of  me  will  be  a  fufficient  aflfiftion.  liF 
my  letters  are  found  in  his  polTtflion,  the  greater  part  of 
them  are  portraits  of  you;  if  they  contain  any  plcalantrict 
rcflefting  on  you,  I  beg  you  to  forgive  me,  and  impotc 
them  to  my  levity.  In  my  laft  letter  I  led  my  father  to 
believe  that,  npprehenfive  of  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  I 
intended  retiring  to  England.  My  projeft  then  was  to 
remain  incogmtay  to  kill  Marat  publicly,  and,  by  an  imme- 
diate death,  leave  the  people  of  Paris  to  an  unavailing  in- 
quiry after  my  name. 

I  beg,  citizen,  that  you  and  your  colleagues  will  talc 
care  to  defend  my  relations  and  friends,  if  they  are  mo- 
Icfted  J  I  fay  nothing  of  my  dear  friends  the  ariftocrats, 
the  remembrance  of  whom  I  ^referve  in  my  heart;  I 
never  hated  but  one  fingle  being,  and  I  have  demonftrated 
,  how  violent  that  hatred  was  j  but  there  are  thoufands 
whom  I  love  with  ftill  more  warmth  than  I  hated  him. 
A  lively  imagination  and  a  feeling  heart  promife  but  a 
(lormy  life  ;  I  beg  thofc  who  may  regret  my  fate  to  think 
of  this,  and  they  will  rejoice  at  feeing  me  enjoy  repofe  in 
the  Elyfian  fieldis  with  Brutus  and  a  few  of  the  ancients. 

As 
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As  for  the  moderns,  there  are  fc\V^  real  patriots,  who 
kQOW  how  to  die  for  their  country ;  they  are  almoft  all 
feififli.     What  a  difmal  people  to  form  a  republic  ! 

It  IS  ncceffary,  in  the  firft  place,  to  cftabHfh  peace,  and' 
a  government  will  afterwards  come  as  it  can :  at  leaft,  if 
my  advice  may  be  taken,  the  Mountain  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  reign. 

I  am  exceedingly  well  accommodated  in  my  prifbn  ;  the 
jailors  are  the.bcft  kind  of  people  in  the  world ;  to  keep 
away  ennui  they  have  placed  military  men  in  my  room. 
1  like  that  very  well  by  day,  and  very  ill  by  night.  I  have 
complained  of  the  indecency,  but  no  one  has  thought  fit 
to  pay  any  attention  to  my  remonftrance :  I  believe  this 
muft  be  an  invention  of  Chabot  \  none  but  a  Capuchin 
could  have  fuch  ideas. 

I  pafs  my  time  in  writing  fongs  ;  I  give  the  laft  ftanza* 
of  one  written  by  Validi  to  all  who  will  accept  of  it ;  I 
aflure  all  the  Pariiians  that  we  only  take  up  arms  agaiuft 
anarchy,  which  is  the  exa£l  truth. 

[At  the  time  of  writing  this  part  of  her  letter,  Charlotte 
Corday  had  undergone  her  firfl  exatnination ;  when  fhe 
had  proceeded  thus  far,  fhe  was  interrogated  a  fecond 
time,  and  committed  to  the  Conciergcrie,  from  which 
prifon  (be  continued  her  epidle  to  Barbaroux  in  thefe 
words  r] 

Here  am  I,  committed  to  the  Conciergerie,  and  the 
gentlemen  of  the  jury  having  promifed  to  fend  you  my 
fctier,  I  proceed, 

I  have  undergone  a  long  interrogatory,  which,  if  it  is 
publiflied,  I  beg  you  will  obtain.  I  had  in  my  pofleffion, 
when  arrefted,  an  addrefs  to  the  friends  of  peace  ;  I  can- 
not fend  it  to  you,  and  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  de«» 
mand  that  it  (hould  be  publiflied.  I  had  thought  ycfter- 
day  of  making  a  prcfent  of  my  portrait  to  the  department 
of  Calvados;  but  the  committee  of  public  fafcty,  of 
whom  I  demanded  it,  returned  no  anfwer,  and  it  is  now 
too  late. 

I  dcfire,  citizen,  that  you  will  communicate  this  letter 
to  citizen  ^oyxfpn^  procureur^eneral  fyndic  o{  the  depart- 
xnent.  I  do  not  write  to. him  for  fevcral  reafons*,  1  am 
not  certain,,  in  the  firft  place,  that  h,e  is  now  at  Evrcux, 
I  fear,  moreover,  that  being  naturally  compaiTionate,  he 
H  u  4  will 


47*  APPENDIX,    No.V. 

Will  be  afieAed  at  mj  death,  jret  I  belioTe  him  good 
citizen  enough  to  confole  htmfelf  in  the  hope  of  peacp;  I 
know-how  fincerely  he  defires  it,  *and  hope  that  in  fad* 
litating  its  return  I  have  fulfilled  his  wiflies.  If  any  of 
my  friends  deGre  to  fee  this  letter,  I  hope  you  will  not 
refufe  them* 

I  muft  have  a  defender,  for  it  is  a  rule ;  I  have  diofea 
one  from  the  Mountain,  Guftavus  Doulcet ;  I  fuppofe  be 
will  refufe  me  the  honour,  it  would,  however,  coft  him 
but  little  trouble.  I  thought  of  aiking  Robefpiene  or 
Chabot.  I  (hall  require  leave  to  difpofe  of  the  remainder 
of  my  money,  which,  if  I  obtain,  I  will  devote  it  to  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  brave  inhabitants  of  Caen  who 
have  marched  to  the  deliverance  of  Paris- 
It  is  aftoniihing,  that  the  people  fuffered  me  to  be  con- 
du£ted  from  the  Abbaye  to  the  Conciergeric,  it  is  anodier 
proof  of  their  moderation  ;  mention  the  circumftance  to 
the  good  inhabitants  of  Caen.  They  indulge  themfelres 
with  occaQonal  infurredions,  and  are  not  fo  ealily  re« 
{trained* 

My  trial  comes  on  to-morrow  at  eight ;  probably  at 
tioon,  according  to  the  Roman  phrafe  I  Jbalt  have  Bvti^ 
I  cannot  fay  how  I  (hall  encounter  my  laft  moments:  I 
have  no  need  to  afFc£k  infenfibiHty,  for  I  never  yet  knar 
the  fear  of  death,  I  never  loved  life  but  in  proportion  to 
its  poflible  utility. 

I  hope  Duperret  and  Fauchet  will  be  fct  at  liberty  to- 
morrow ;  they  aflert  that  Fauchet  conducted  me  to  die 
convention,  and  placed  me  in  the  gallery.  What  bofineti; 
^ould  he  have  to  take  women  there?  As  a  deputy  he 
ought  not  to  have  been  in  the  galleries,  and  as  a  bi(bop, 
he  ought  not  to  have  been  with  a  w6man  ;  thus  there  is 
fomewhat  of  a  charge  againft  him,  but  Duperret  is  totally 
exempt. 

Marat  will  not  be  placed  in  the  Pantheon,  yet  be  was 
highly  deferving  of  it.  I  beg  you  will  collet  the  proper 
documents  to  make  his  funeral  eulogy. 

I  hope  you  will  not  lofe  (ight  of  madame  Forbin's  in- 
tereft  *,  this  is  her  addrefs  in  cafe  you  (hould  wi(h  to  write 
.  — I'o  Alexandrine  Forbin,  Mandrelie,  near  Zurich,  Swit* 
zerland.  I  beg  you  will  inform  her  that  I  love  her  with 
all  my  heart.  I  am  going  to  write  a  line  to  papa  \  I  fay 
nothing  to  the  reft  of  my  friends,  I  a(k  nothing  of  them 
but   a   fpccdy  forgctf ulnefs  j   grief  would  difgracc  my 

memory. 
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memory.  Tell  general  Wimpfen  that  I  think  I  have 
helped  aim  to  gain  more  than  one  battle  bj  facilitating 
peace. 

Adieu,  citizen,  I  recommend  myfelf  to  the  memory  of 
all  true  friends  of  peace, 

The  prifoners  in  the  Conciergerie,  far  from  infulting 
me  like  the  people  in  the  ftreets,  looked  as  if  they  pitied 
mf :  misfortune  ever  rende^rs  men  compaflionate  i  this  is 
my  laft  refle£tion. 

M.  C.  CoR^PAT* 

Tu^dof  thfs  l6th|  at  8  Q*clpck  at  night. 


1  I  iipi 


No,  VI. 

"foJkVi  (f  A^mjfion  in  a  Lodob  (f  Fa^£«MABOKi 
in  Palermo. 

A  Uj   Oriente  di  Palermo  luogo  Illumtnato  ove  regna  il 
^^  Silenzio  &  la  pace  &  Tunione  &  Tamictzia  Tanno  del 
limic  5766,  &  li  17  del  fcfto  mefc 
A'  tii^i  le  R,  R.  LjL.  fparfe  fu  la  fuperficledella  terra. 
(S.S.S.) 

Noj.  y.  M.  della  R.  L.  di  S.  Gio:  di  Scozia  di  Palermo, 
figlia  della  R.  L.  di^S.  Gio :  di  Scozia  di  Marfiglia  alBftito  da 
tutti  li  noftri  .fill  regolarmente  aflbciati  pelli  numeri 
mifteriofi  &  facri  certifichiamo,  ed  attediamo  che  il  carif^ 
fllo*.  A.  B.  e  ftato  per  noi  ricevuto  al  grado  d'apprcndente 
di  cui  egli  ha  foffcrto  li  prove  neceflarie,  in  tcllimonio  di 
che  la  R.  L.  li  b^  accordito  il  prefente  certifichato  fatto 
pma  controfignare  per  lui  ileflb  pregando  Sc  ricercando  le 
K.  R.  L.  L.  regolari  ove  egli  fi  prefentera  d'ammetterlo 
in  quefta  qualita  nel  loro  Oriente  offerendo  loro  in  fimile 
cafo  riteiTo.  Dato  all  Oriente  di  Pal^  in  Loggia  S{  col 
£gello  generale. 

C;  D. 

A.  B.  G.  U« 
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No.  VII. 

Tranjlation  of  the  IntroduBion^  and  a  general  Ac^ 
count  of  Mir  ABE  AU  J  Essay  on  the  Seil  of 
Illu'minati, 

Introduction. 

■tXTHEN  I  wrote  tWs  book,  I  cRd  not  flatter  myfelf  with 
^^  the  hope  of  obtaining  belief,  and,  confequentlja 
did  not  flatter  myfelf  that  I  (hould  impart  convi^lion. 
The  man  who  difclofes  fa£ls  fo  extraordinary  mud  be  re- 
figned,  and  expeA  to  pafs  for  a  mere  declaimcr.  When 
that  charaAer  is  once  given  of  an  authoi:,  no  perfon 
froubles  liimfelf  to.  examine  his  work.  But  if  the  import- 
ance of  the  fubjefb  alone  has  inflamed  his  imagination,  if 
the  knowledge  of  iniquity  has  foured  his  judgment,  if  the 
noble  defire  of  faving  his  fellow-creatures  has  armed  liim 
with  tbofc  fublime  powers  of  eloquence  which  overwhelm 
error  with  the  force  of  thunder,  if  he  has  only  ftepped  be- 
yond the  Mnc  of  his  charafter  from  a  conviction  of  immi- 
nent danger,  the  impartial  reader  ought  at  leaft.  to  obey 
that  falutary  impulfe  of  fear  which  difturbs  a  treacherous 
fecurity,  and  judge  for  himfelf,  whether  the  evils  pointed 
out  are  merely  chimerical,  or  whether  prudence  demands 
that  they  ftiould  be  attended  to. 

The  (imple  are  alarmed,  the  lukewarm  doubt,  the  guilty 
deny„  the  wife  refleft ;  thefe  then  I  invoke  on  the  prc- 
fent  occafion,  thefe  are  the  men  whofe  zeal  I  wi(h  to 
ftimohte. 

This  myftical  machination  would  be  fufficiently  dc- 
tefted  \  but  its  exiftence  is  not  believed.  To  obtain  ge- 
neral belief,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  fpecify.  facts,  to 
afford  means  of  proof,  to  name  agents,  accufe  impoftors, 
produce  witneffes,  publiih  writings,  commence  a  regular 
ibit,  'and  follow  it  to  convi£tion.  All  this  might  be 
done^  but  the  CoriphUs  of  the  fedl  ftifle  every  voice 
which  raifes  itfclf  in  thofe  countries  where  the  fovcrcign 
i»  the  pontiff'  of  this  new  church. 

I  know 
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1  tnow  not  by  what  magic  it  happens  that  princes,  whd 
in  general  are  divided  between  the  love  of  pleafure  and 
the  dcfirc  of  a  brilliant  reputation,  have  been  the  firft  to 
accede  to  l  confederacy  by  which  they  muft  inf^flHbly  be  ' 
lofers.  In  Europe  there  are  no  Icfs  than  thirty,  reigning 
and  not  reigning,  fo  imbued  with  fhefe-  abfurdities,  that 
they  are  inacceffible  to  reafon  however  recommended  by 
flfioderation.  If  an  attempt  is  made  to  compromife  difFef-* 
ences  of  opinion,  and  the  rcafoner  proceeds  by  mod  ob- 
vious modes  of  argumentation,  they  foon  miflruft,  and 
finally  avoid  him.  Some  of  them,  who  would  be  the  out- 
cafts  of  mankind  but  for  the  refpeft  attached  to  the  names 
they  bear,  turn  preachers,  and  diffufe  the  dogmas  of  th^ 
slluminats,  in  an  infipid  jargon.  Others  conftitute  them- 
fclvcs  fanatical  protestors  of  a  religion  they  do  not  under- 
(land,  and  open  their  dominions  (which  they  call  ftates) 
to  all  the  adventurers  employed  by  the  feft  for  the  further-" 
ance  of  their  views.  The  greater  part  of  them  court  with 
a  fanatical  eagcrneft  every  one  who  wears  the  livery  of 
Swedcnburg  or  SchrOepfFer. 

The  court  of  France  is  unacquainted  with  the  elements 
of  this  theofophy.  The  rapidity  of  thofe  motions  by 
which  their  mirtds  arc  agitated  does  hot  affotd  leifure  for 
any  religious  fyftem  to  unfold  itfelf.  The  literary  bodies 
deride  it ;  the  middle  clafs,  fully  employed,  and  (fortu- 
nately) little  informed,  are  as  yet  inacceffible  to  this  kind 
of  feduftion:  but  there  cxifts  a  number  of  little  anti-* 
philofophical  parties,  compofed  of  learned  ladies,  theolo- 
gical abbiSy  and  a.few  pretended  wife  men.  Each  of  thcfc 
parties  has  its  creed,  its  prodigies,  its  hierophantes^  its  mif- 
fionaries,  its  adepts,  its  detraftors.  Thus  Paris,  the  centre 
of  all  deception,  as  well  as  of  all  knowledge,  affords  a 
fpccimen  of  every  clafs  of  vifionaries.  Every  one  afTefts 
to  explain  the  Bible  in  favour  of  his  own  fyftem,  to  found 
his  own  religion,  to  fill  his  temple,  and  increafc  his  cathe- 
cumens.  Here  Jefus  Chrift  a<3s  a  confpicuous  part; 
there  'tis  the  Devil;  in  another  place  it  is  Nature;  a 
little -farther  it  is  Fdith.  They  all  agree  that  reafon  is  a 
Nullity,  knowledge  ufelefs,  and  experience  chimerical. 
Barbarin  fomnambulizes,  Caglioftro  performs  cures,  Lava- 
rer  adminifters  confolation,  Saint  Martin  affbrds  inftruc-  • 
tion,  d'E****t, — res  facra  mi/en  All  of  them  ufe  deceit  to 

f  He  wasi  at  the  time  this  was  written,  fufFcring  the  horrors  of 
exilfe  in  the  iiles  of  Saint  Marguerite. 

acquire 
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tcquire  a  profitable  reputation ;  and,  if  we  except  Lavater^ 
who,  by  m^ans  of  a  medley  of  genius  and  fimplicitj,  maket 
his  dupes  with  the  utmoft  fincerity,  their  vifions  are  to  tl^ 
bthers  a  fpring,  the  movements  of  which  they  regulate 
with  the  greateft  addrefs. 

In  Germany^  the  courts  give  an  impulfe  to  the  public 
tnind.  The  people  are  chara£^rifed  by  folidity  rather 
than  by  refinement,  and  are  therefore  convinced  by  un- 
truths put  intb  the  form  of  fyllogifms.  When  their  fim- 
plicity  has  once  received  a  bias  towards  their  idol^  called 
philanthropy,  there  are  few  paradoxes  which  they  are  not 
ready  to  adopt.  The  petty  princes  who  are  infe^ed  with 
the  mania  of  being  praifed,  and  whofe  names  would  eafily 
be  forgotten  amidft  the  important  difcuffions  by  whka 
Europe  is  continually  agitated,  fufier  themfelves  to  be 
gained  by  the  fweet  iocenfe  with  which  the  priefts  of  the 
i/lumsnatif  men  prodigal  of  eulogium  even  to  fatiety,  are 
ever  ready  to  regale  them  in  books  which  every  body  be- 
gins, but  nobody  perufts.  The  ladies  alfo  encourage  this 
myftic  illuGon,  in"  the  hope  of  recalling  the  happy  days  of 
tlieir  original  innocency  ;  the  courtiers  embrace  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  new  fe£l,  becaufe,  between  the  protedors  and 
the  adepts,  there  is  a  conftant  commerce  kept  up  in  pen- 
Cons,  prefents,  and  titles,  which  are  given  in  exchaogo 
for  initiations,  revelation  of  myfteries,  and  confolatory 
predidions  i  this  accounts  For  their  great  fidelity  to  thefe 
remuneratory  dogmas. 

In  Poland  and  RuflVa  they  gain  many  profelytes  ;  efpc- 
cially  in  RuflTia,  where  the  eftabliihed  religion  affords 
countenance  to  myftic  fyftems,  and  to  every  thing  tending 
to  excite  enthufia(m.  There  many  great  pcrfonages  be- 
come  apoftles,  and  though  the  emprefs  rejeds  every  thing 
which  can  enfeeble  the  human  mind,  there  are  theofo- 
phers  under  her  very  eye,  who  evade  detedion,  or  brave 
fcrutiny.  May  her  fucceflbr,  inherit  her  philofophyl 
May  her  vaft  dominions  never  experience  any  other  fiavery 
than  that  to  which  they  were  doomed  by  their  originu 
mafters! 

Will  it  be  believed  that  England,  tie  country  where  men 
ihinky  is  not  totally  free  from  this  degrading  fuperfticion  ? 
There  is  not  a  complete  fyftem  as  in  Germany,  but 
there  are  certain  confraternities,  where  the  adepts  dog- 
matife,  and  keep  up  the  zeal  of  die  initiated  by  the  charm 
of  fccrctj.    Their  prpgrefs,  however^  is  not  fo  rapid  as  in 

othex 
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other  countries,  becaufe  the  Englifh  travel  a  great  <Ieal ; 
and  though  the  greater  part  of  them  trarel  to  very  little 
porpofe,  yet  they  learn  to  appreciate  the  mafs  of  mankind^ 
and  at  lead  acquire  this  knowledge,  that,  in  all  countries, 
the  vilcft  and  moft  contemptible  of  the  fpecies  are  thofc 
who  make  a  trade  of  deceiving  and  degrading  their  fellow 
creatures* 

We  were  long  undecided  on  the  fubjefl  of  publi(hing 
this  work.  We  (hall  be  told  that  it  is  founding  an  alarm, 
and  giving  confift^ncv  to  a  (e&  juft  (Iruggling  into  life, 
and  which  is  compofed  of  a  hundred  times  more  dupes 
than  impoftors.  None  of  the  great  bodies,  the  depofi- 
taries  of  knowledge,  have  as  yet  embraced  thefe  new  dog. 
mas ',  and  jf  the  (t€t  were  diftinguifhed  but  by  one  juft 
man,  yet  for  his  fake  favour  ought  to  be  (hewn  to  fo  great 
a  number  of  individuals,  whofe  only  crime  is  that  of  not 
being  endowed  by  nature  with  a  fortunate  and  uncom- 
mon perfpicacity,  which  forms  an  effc£lual  barrier  againft 
deceit. 

Far  from  us  be  fuch  a  principle !  It  is  pufillanimity, 
under  the  mafk  of  commiferation.  What !  muft  we  be 
(ilent  for  fear  of  being  exclaimed  at  for  calumny,  libelling, 
arid  malignity  ? — Calumny  !— But  there  are  men  whom  it 
is  not  poflTible  to  calumniate.  The  atrocity  of  their  pro-, 
jefts  forms  a  mephitic  abyfs  into  which  vulg^  mortals  arc. 
unable  to  penetrate,  and  which  would  have  remained  ftill 
undifcovered,  but  for  its  treacherous  exhalations,  which, 
unhappily  for  mankind,  fpread  themfelves  far  and  wide. 
— A  libel  !«^ Yes,  undoubtedly,  thofe  parts  of  the  work 
wherein  they  are  mentioned  may  be  fo  denominated,  for 
they  will  be  occupied  in  the  deted:ion  of  vice,  the  difplay 
of  guilt,  and  the  expofure  of  hypocrify.— Malignity!— 
Who  is  moft  obvious  to  the  charge?-^ He  who  coolly 
beholds  the  deftruflion  of  his  fellow-citizens,  or  he  who 
places  centinels  in  the  path  which  leads  to  the  precipice  ? 
No  delicacy,  confideration,  or  politenefs,  can  be  claimed 
by  an  iron-hearted  race,  who  with  the  dagger  in  their 
hands  are  marking  out  their  vi£iims. 

Follow,  follow  this  bafe  principle,  vou  whofe  trade  it  is 
to  offer  adulation  to  kings,  toexcufe  their  failings,  to  extol 
the  flighted  indications  of  beneficence,  and  to  immortalize 
9  few  equivocal  virtues.  Purchafe,  at  this  price,  I  will 
not  even  fay  di(lin£tions,  vain  as  they  are,  but  a  foiall 
quantity  of  gold,  a  prefent  worthy  of  your  fordid,  fouls, 

~  and 
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a|id  dp  not  9aine  to  us  viUh  declarations  of  jrour  lore  <^ 
truth,  of  your  phflanthr9py,  and  your  at;tacfinieiit  to 
yirtue  ;  take  back  your  infultiug  cQeem  for  thefe  daughtciy 
of  heaven,  and  ref^rvc  it  for  the.  diyinities  of  your  fcft. 

When  they  are  adcjreflcd  in  this  0yle»  they  cannot  rCi- 
ply,  much  lefs  confute.  Then  they  com noience  perfecutoi:^ 
^nd  fubftitute  a  tyrannical  ufe  of  ^e  authority  lodged  h^ 
their  hand«,  for  the  force  of  rcafoa»  which  woujd  but 
feebly  aflift  them.  To  cCcapc  the  ftigroa  attached  to  pcrr 
fecvitors,  they  divert  the  ftrcam  of  favour,  nay  of  jufticc  5 
for  the  employment  of  modeft  men  of  ability  is  no  nxoxt 
than  the  difcharge  of  a  debt.  They  divert,  I  lay,  tli^ 
ftream  of  favour  from  their  adverfarics,  and  fufier  them  to 
yegetate  in  that  difgraceful  obfcurity  whijih  amounts  to  a 
pcrfccution,  and  which  is  perhaps  tlie  only  pcrfecutt03p 
capable  of  putting  genius  to  the  torture.  Stuijig  with  con- 
tempt, flie  goes  in  fearch  of  climes  lefs  unjuft ;  or  if  ibe 
remains  inflexibly  attached  to  her  penates,  (he  ftays  tp 
maintain  the  combat,  and  difplay  the  ftandard  of  reafon* 
Then  parties  are  foripied,  quarrels  arife,  plans  of  defence 
a^e  combined,  diicontent  becomes  general,  ambitious 
neighbours  take  advantages,  viConary  commanders  ait 
placed  at.  the  head  of  a  neglefled  army,  more  intcrcfkcd 
dbout  tlie  money  with  which  they  are  to  be  paid,  than  tbi^ 
defence  of  a  country  from  which  they  arc  completely 
alienated.  The  higheft  pods  are  occupied  by  men  witb;^ 
out  vigour,  without  genius,  or  by  fome  men  of  abilitjt 
but  who  have  beeii  (ludioufly  fubdued,  and  fubje^ed  ^ 
the  infignificant  junto  in  favour.  "Freedom  of  thon^bt  U 
annihilated  by  an  inquifitoiial  watchfulnefs ;  tbe  eimaTc4 
prefe  keeps  back  every  kipdof  truth,  or  perfecutes  religion^ 
now  a  fugitive,  and  compelled  to  yield  her  pulpits  and  her 
altars  to  fantadic  divinities  ;  the  lyceums  are  converted 
into  extenfive  folitudes,  for,  where  all  the  branches  of 
fcience  are  fubjcftrd  to  illuminaii,  the  boxes,  and  not  tk^ 
iiniverfities,  ought  tp  be  frequented. 

However  charming  it  may  be  to  avenge  the  caufe  of  in* 
tecrity,  it  was  not  the  contemptible  pleafure  of  railing 
which  induced  us  to  take  up  the  pen.  The  hope,  faint  as 
it  is,  yes,  the  hope  of  refcuing  a  few  virtuous  men  fr0||O 
tlie  fafcinations  of  the  iJlutninati,  has  animated  me  in  ihif 
attempt.  For  fome  years  I  have  prefeoted  myfelf  in  the 
Arena  under  various  fliapes.  Sometimes  enveloped  in  the 
veil  of  fiction,  fomecimes  in  the  rcilridcd  line  of  academical 

difpuution. 
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dij|j(putation,  but  more  frequently  in  difcuffions  of  grcatci^ 
profundity,  I  have  difclofed  extraordinary  fcci^cl;^.  I  novc 
€o,m^  to  place  the  fubje£l  in  a  mod  important  point  dj^ 
view,  and  to  prefent  a  train  of  id^as,  yfhich  by  degree;^ 
H^ill  lead  to  conviftion.  r 

Seeking  the  fource  of  the  evil  in  the  fatal  predilection 
'of  all  mankind  for  the  marvclloua,  a  rapid  view  of  the  agcf 
pfcurspra  will  demon  (Irate  that  all  ages  have  reafon  to 
^l«)(b  for  incredible  errors  by  which  mankind  has  be^a 
cpotinually  harafled,  errors  which  have  been  expofed,  but 
never  eradicated. 

iAcn  receive  thefe  errors  with  joy,  and  feem  in  yielding 
to  them  to  (bield  themfelvcs  from  the  auftcre  leflbns  of 
jLruth.  Some  privileged  countries  naturalize  tbem^i  and 
give  thcmfelves  up  to  their  deceitful  iofluence  ;  all  nation^ 
icfp^Sty  at  leaftj  if  they  do  not  embrace  them. 

With  what  warmth  has  all  Europe  defended  the  Jefyit$^ 
H  {^St  wliich  has  fupplied  fo  many  refources  to  the  theo« 
fophic  fyftem.  They  were  formed  under  the  diadenj 
jand  under  the  tiara,  under  the  hcln;^et  and  under  tb^ 
mitre,  under  the  prcfident's  cap  and  under  the  doftor's. 
^TTbe  fame  fanaticifm  which  preferved  them  has  reyivcc^. 
Within  thefe  thirty  years,  the  languifhing  order  oi"free- 
pmafons,  who  find  no  difficulty  in  keeping  a  feeret»  vi^h^icii 
nobody  is  anxious  to  difcover. 

A  philofophical  inquiry  into  the  fyftem  of  frce-mafonry 
"lias  led  to  a  ftill  more  elaborate  inveftigation  of  the  myf- 
tcries  of  the  illuminati.  Was  it  not  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  diftinguifh  vulgar  and  precipitate  notions,  from  th^ 
judgment  which  ouglit  really  to  prevail,  refpe£Hng  an  in- 
scrutable aflbciation,  the  myfteries  of  which  are  carefully 
nid  from  profane  infpeflion. 

It  was  neccflary  to  traverfc  thofe  famous  circles,  the 
true  fecrct  of  the  order,  the  grand  iuftrument  of  their 
frauds,  thofe  laboratories  of  iniquity,  where  chains  are 
forged  for  kings,  and  poifons  diftilled  for  mankind,  and 
then  to  difclofe  the  dreadful  probations  which  preced^ 
thofe  oaths,  of  which  the  wretches  themfelves  polTefs  no 
written  forms,  and  which  they  would  not  dare  to  adopjt 
for  the  confolidation  of  their  plots,  oaths  which  reaUze  the 
fanguinary  fable  of  Atreus,  and  would  cover  the  whole  face 
of  the  earth  with  a  nation  of  affaflins. 

Granting  thefe  alarms  to  be  exaggerated,  yet  certainly 
it  ought  to  be  believed  tliat  the  fc£l  of  illuminati  will  nc- 

ceflarily 
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ceflariljr  dedroy  evety  kingdom  in  which  tber  find  pfo* 
te^lofii  and  will  not  even  rttpcSt  the  inuituttoAs  of 
focietjr.  This  double  truth  id  as  clearly  proved  as  one  im* 
mediately  confequent  to  it,  natnely,  that  kings  themfel?el 
have  the  greateft  intereft  in  hewing  down  this  poifonooi 
tree,  the  roots  of  which  defcend  even  to  bell,  while  the 
branches  caft  a  gloom  over  their  thrones. 

After  the  woful  fpe£lacle  on  which  our  eyes  had 
dwelt  too  long,  we  fought  for  a  pleafant  llluGon  in  die 
means  of  effacing  thofe  fatal  impreflionsy  and  adverted  to 
the  notions  entertained  of  them  in  ages  anterior  to  our 
own.  Tliis  idea  alone,  developed  by  a  more  able  peo, 
would  leave  the  mind  in  a  ftate  of  profound  reiefiiott 
very  unfavourable  to  the  fe£taries,  a  ftate  which  mud  be 
ftrengthened  by  a  faithful  delineation  of  their  fouBderj 
and  an  impartial  review  of  the  condition  of  thofe  natioDi 
who  have  protefted  thefe  modem  errors. 

The  laft  divifion  of  the  work  concludes  with  an  ofltr  of 
fome  means  adapted  to  diminifli  their  credit.  We  haie 
thrown  together,  at  the  end,  hiftorical  annotations.  Thdt 
are,  amongft  them,  fome  pieces  tranflated  from  d« 
German,  and  entirely  unknown  in  France  and  Italy.   The 

freater  part  of  the  remainder  is  original..  We  mfht 
ave  made  them  more  numerous,  but  have  faid  enough 
for  thofe  wno  really  wifli  to  be  inftrufled. 

We  will  not  affefl  to  conceal  that  moft  of  our  ideal 
are  direded  againft  Germanv,  and  that  we  have  drawn 
moft  of  our  portraits  from  the  life.  But  does  not  ercB 
that  prove  the  necefiity  of  this  book  ?  If  there  do  snft 
fuch  men  as  we  have  pourtrayed,  we  are  threatened  iridi 
an  imminent  peril.  If  we  have  only  difplayed  imagiotff 
beings,  thefe  (beets  will  foon  float  on  the  tide  of  oblivioii, 
and  will  fail  to  excite  even  that  momentary  curiofity  which 
is  very  far  from  fucccfs. 

But  the  fame  a  A  of  (incerity  which  puts  the  public  in 
pofleflion  of  our  intentions,  will  alfo  guarantee  the  paritvof 
our  judgment  with  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  the  mil 
ability,  condantly  animated,  like  ourfelves,  with  a  facied 
horror  againft  vifionaries. 

Yes,  Germany,  in  almoft  every  clafs,  prefents  to  8i 
men  with  honeft  hearts,  who  figh  over  the  projc£b  of 
thefe  myftical  innovators.  They  feel  aftonilhed  that  » 
people,  whofe  national  chara£ler  Is  franknefs,  can  be  fe 
altered  as  to  give  thcmfelvcs  up  to  a  fet  of  pretended 
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^1)6(11^,  whofe  principal  refourcc  is  impofture.  They 
lament  that  a  nation,  whofe  favourite  idol  is  reafon,  (hould 
fubmit  to  a  few  madmen,  whofe  ptofcilion  is  abfurdity, 
whofe  doftrinc  is  a  chimera.  They  ufe  the  two  refourccs 
committed  by  Heaven  to  the  hands  of  the  wife,  contempt 
and  retirement.  They  encourage  and  animate  thofc  who 
enter  the  lifts. 

They  are  fenfible,  like  ourfelves,  that  the  efficacious 
temedy  would  be,  perhaps,  one  of  thofc  mighty  convul- 
Cons  which  are  produced  by  the  chain  of  events,  and 
which  it  isr  not  in  the  power  of  kings  to  prevent.  In- 
volved in  one  of  thofc  fanguinary  difputes  which  agitate 
all  Europe,  a  nation  does  not  invoke  the  aid  of  fpeculifts» 
jud^^ment  and  experience  then  become  the  tutelary  deities 
of  the  univerfe ;  precepts  arc  regenerated,  the  afcendancy 
of  valour  is  exercifed,  every  one  appears  at  his  proper 
ftation,  the  ufurpers  of  celebrity  are  unmaiked,  men  of 
ftrong  minds  govern  the  country,  and  men  whom  fate  had 
deftined  **  t$  the  limited  honours  of  one  Jingle  legion^*  fly 
and  difappear  before  them,  to  grow  old  in  the  fubaltern 
labours  of  fome  obfcure  chanceries.  What  a  deftiny  ! 
by  what  incredible  fatality  arc  we  reduced  to  beg  of 
heaven  as  a  boon,  that  which  is  the  laft  effed  of  its 
wrath  ?  To  what  an  cxcefs  do  our  woes  amount/  when 
our  only  hope  is  in  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  fcourget? 
Yet  nothing  is  more  true.  The  evil  would  be  tranfitory, 
and  might,  perhaps,  rid  the  world  of  a  cruel  error  which 
will  laft  for  feveral  ages. 

As  to  France,  we  may  hope  that  in  the  verfatility  of 
principle,  which  feldom  permits  any  obJe£):  to  take  a  deep 
root,  her  theatres,  her  ballads,  and  her  iafhions,  will  come 
to  her  aid.  Occupied  as  (he  is  with  various  fermenta- 
tions, theofophy  will  hardly  become  a  complete  religion* 
It  is  in  itfelf  too  heavy,  too  inGgnificant  to  a£l  on  a  peo- 
ple who  ftill  preferve  fome  remains  of  gaiety,  and  who 
have  rcGfted  the  dull  difputes  of  Janfenifm,  the  difcuffions 
of  their  parliaments,  the  tedious  inveftives  of  the  econo- 
mifts,  and  the  mania  of  thinking,  all  gifts  of  the  modern 
philofophy.  *  Befides,  that  philc^ophy  does  not  afford  fo 
unftcady  a  light  as  fome  of  her  detra£);ors  would  wifti. 
A  month  feldom  clapfes  in  which  there  is  not  a  fuccefsful 
re-produ&ion  of  eternal  truths.  It  would  not  be  difficult 
to  dcmonftrate  that  philofophy  has  only  loft  her  enthu- 
fiafoi,  her   farcaftic    bittemcfs,  and  her   defpotic   ftylc, 
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^hile  the  has  ftrengthened  her  proofs,  and  increafinl  her 
perfpicuitj. 

It  remains  to  be  examined  bow  far  it  is  proper  to  be 
explicit  with  refpeA  to  great  men,  and  thofe  to' whom 
they  intruft  the  cares  of  adminiftration.  Thejr  are,  almoft 
every  where,  like  the  ark  of  the  Lord.  Whoever  touches 
them,  is  (truck  in  the  moment  of  his  prefumption.  b 
feenia  to  me,  however,  that  a  prudent  warning  is  a  doty 
rather  than  an  intrufion,  an  homage  rather  than  an  infult: 
The  offer  of  truth  to  any  man,  implies  a  fuppofition  that 
he  is  a  friend  of  truth  ;  not  to  dare  to  point  out  error,  u 
to  zEt  as  if  he  were  an  accomplice  in  it«  So  far  from  its 
being  a  crime  to  write  with  a  courageous  freedom^  it 
would  be  criminal  to  paify  energetic  pens.  They  weakea 
the  vapours  of  that  incenfe  which  intoxicates  men  in 
power  and  efteem  ;  they  fnatch  the  one  from  torpor,  the 
other  from  thoughtleiTnefs ;  they  plead  the  caufe  of  the 
people,  of  virtue,  of  wifdom— three  ftrangers  at  cow^ 
and  who  are  treated  there  as  impertinent  intruders,  K 
revenge  dips  thefe  pens  in  the  gall  of  fatire,  if  thej  ne 
degraded  by  being  employed  in  the  caufe  of  felfiibne^ 
they  then  become  unavailing  arms,  but  feldom  dangerous  | 
for  abufe  refleds  diflionour  only  on  thofe  who  have  le* 
courfe  to  it. 

Ah !  why  are  there  no  means  of  eradicatuig  firom  man* 
kind  the  mania  of  flattery  I  A  prince  fends  ten  thoufand 
men  to  be  butchered,  he  is  praifed ;  he  overwhelms  his 
fubje^s  with  ilUcontrived  taxes,  the  day  of  his  acceffioa 
to  the  throne  is  hailed  as  a  fefttval ;  he  makes  an  ufekA 
and  expenfive  voyage,  at  his  return  he  paflfes  oodte 
triumphal  arches  $  liitleflfnefs  fends  him  on  a  periodic^ 
tour  through  his  provinces,  crowds  afiemble  to  lavifii  mi 
him  acclamations  to  which  he  has  no  claim.  The  idol, 
accuflomed  to  this  perfidious  concert  of  praife,  is  irrit^ed 
at  the  voice  of  the  fage  who  tenders  wholefome  inftmo* 
tion,  and  only  appeafed  by  the  flattering  founds  wluA 
efface  the  fombre  traces  left  on  his  imnd  by  auAcee 
truth. 

O  facred  truth  !  In  fpjte  of  this  ungraciotis  recepdoo^ 
do  not  abandon  the  throne  of  kings  I  Proted  them,  m 
fpite  of  their  irritability,  againft  the  iUufions  with  whiA 
they  are  furrounded.  Reftore  to  us  the  courage  which 
difarms  perfecution,  imprefs  on  our  writings  thy  ctUSStl 
itamp,  and  compel  man  to  acknowledge  thine  enqMie. 
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All  others  difappear  under  the  icythe  of  time,  thine  alone 
teceives  additional  vigotir  from  his  trembling  hand. 

CHAP.    I. 

On  the  PredileSion  of  Mankind  for  the  Wonderful. 

in  this  chapter  the  author,  taking  a  review  of  the  new 
feds  which  every  age  has  produced  fince  the  firft  eftablifh*- 
ment  of  Chriftianity,  refers  the  propenfity  of  mankind  to 
adopt  the  viGons  of  the  illuminati  to  the  fame  difpofition 
which  induced  them  to  give  credit  to  religious  fchifmatics 
and  impoftors. 

CHAP.    11. 

On  the  moral  Difpofitions  of  the  European  Nations. 

Mirabeau  makes  a  rapid  and  incorre£t  eftimate  of  the 
})tOgrefs  of  learning  and  liberty  in  different  countries»  and 
attributes  the  fucccfs  of  the  illuminati  to  the  want  o£ 
freedom  in  various  governments,  and  concludes  that  Ger- 
many will  be  the  theatre  of  theofophifm,  whence  it 
will  fpread  to  the  north,  and  make  fome  progrefs  ia 
France. 

CHAP.    III. 

On  Jefuitifm^  as  thefrf  Sourceofihe  Theofophic  SfletH. 

In  treating  of  the  Jefuits,  Mirabeau  refcues  them  from 
many  imputed  crimes  and  immoralities,  but  he  charges 
them  Mrith  the  moft  extenCve  views  of  ambition,  and 
defcribes  them  as  th€  bafis  on  which  the  illuminati  have 
founded  themfelves. 

CHAP.    IV. 

Oh  Free'mafonrjf  con/idering  it  as  the  moft  ufeful  Eflaitifbrnent 
to  the  Illuminati. 

This  inftitution  is  treated  with  refpeft  on  account  of 
its  fundamental  principles,  equality  and  charity ;  but  he 
adds,  "  Whatever  may  be  the  oper4tions  or  the  frec- 
<<  mafons,  they  give  rife  to  an  afTociation,  the  aflbciation 
<*  produces  meetings,  thefe  meetings  are  filled  with  elo- 
««  quent  orators,  the  progrefs  from  religious  eloquence 
««  to  fanaticilm  is  but  fhort,  and  the  difcourfes  of  thefe 
«•  orators  excite  the  defirc  of  attempting  it.    Iflftruflions 
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(<  are  imparted  on  the  attainment  of  new  degrees,  degrees 
^*  are  the  reward  of  zeal,  zeal  leads  to  the  formation  ot 
<<  engagements,  engagements  to  oaths,  oatlis  to  erery 
"  thing.'* 

CHAP.    V. 
Account  of  the  Se3  of  Illumtnatt. 

They  arc  defcribed  as  confpirators  "  in  favoor  of 
**  defpottfm  agatnft  liberty,  of  incapacity  againft  gcnttiSi 
•*  of  vice  againft  virtue,  of  ignorance  againft  knowledge. 
"  Formed  in  the  recefles  of  impenetrable  darknefs,  tMs 
**  focicty  conftitutes  a  new  race  of  beings :  they  are  ac- 
<<  quainted  withcut  feeing  each  other,  underftand  withoitt 
«  the  aid  of  expreflion,  and  aflift  each  other  without 
«*  fricndftiip.  The  aim  of  this  fociety  is  to  govern  the 
<^  world,  to  appropriate  to  itfelf  the  authority  of  (on* 
<<  reigns,  to  ufurp  their  place,  leaving  them  only  the 
**  barren  honour  of  wearing  the  crown.  From  the  Jefuits 
<<  they  have  adopted  the  principles  of  blind  obedtence, 
«*  and  the  regicide  fyftem  of  the  feventeeth  century  5  ftom 
<<  free-mafonry,  probations,  and  exterior  ceremonies ;  from 
<<  the  templars,  fubterranean  incantations,  and  an  incredSde 
<*  boldnefs.  They  make  ufc  of  phyfical  difcoveries  to 
«  impofe  on  the  unlettered  multitude;  the  fafliionaUe 
*<  fables  to  awaken  curiofity,  and  encourage  profelytifin ; 
«<  and  the  opinions  of  antiquity  to  familiarize  mankiiKl 
<<  with  the  commerce  of  intermediate  fpirits*  Every  kind 
**  of  error  which  afflided  niankind,  every  experiment, 
*'  every  invention,  is  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  views  of 
•^  the  illuminati." 

Speaking  of  their  artifices  to  gain  efteem  and  prevent 
fufpicion,  he  fays,  <<  The  illuminati  have  alfo  the  ad- 
<<  drefs  to  load  with  honours,  fimple  mafons  of  acknow* 
**  ledged  probity.  The  vulgar  (and  by  this  word  I  do 
*«  not  mean  the  mere  mob,  but  men  of  every  clafs  who 
^  refle£l  but  little),  the  vul^r  I  fay,  confound  objeds, 
*^  and  guarantee  the  integrity  of  Orontes  and  Cleon. 
"  Well!  there  is  no  doubt  that  Orontes  and  Cleon  arc 
<*  men  of  honour,  zealous  citizens,  and  warm  friends; 
'*  but  they  themfelves  are  dupes  to  their  leaders,  and  tboi 
**  become  the  firft  fprings  of  a  machine,  the  ufes  of 
**  which  they  do  not  underftand,  and  people  more  artful 
*«  than  themfelves  exhibit  to  the  world,  the  integrity  of 
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•*  Orontcs  and  Cleon,  as  an'  affbrancc  of  the  puritjr  of 
**  their  myfteries,  and  thus  give  an  effeftual  contradic- 
•*  tion  to  any  one  who  entertains  a  doubt  of  the  ionq- 
**  cency  of  their  occult  fittings." 

CHAP.    VI.  . 

Of  the  Circles. 

The  circles  are  defcribed  as  the  adminiftrative  com- 
mittees of  the  fedj  fcattered  in  different  provinces,  and 
compofed  of  nin«  perfons  each.  Their  myfterious  opera- 
tions and  local  connection  are  defcribed  with  afie£led 
minutenefs,  and  a  mixture  of  truth  and  falfehood. 

CHAP.    VII. 

Of  the  Probation  which  tnvjt  be  undergone  to  conjlitute  one  of     - 
the  Uluminati  Member  of  a  Circle. 

This  chapter,  written  with  great  afFe£led  exa£tnefs, 
and  no  inconfiderable  (hare  of  invention,  difplay^  a  feries 
of  probations  at  once  difgufting,  impious,  and  obfccne, 
and  gives  the  form  of  an  abjuration,  which  releafes  the 
party  who  makes  it  from  all  previous  ties,  however  facred 
and  binding,  and  delivers  him  over  entirely  to  the  i^u- 
minati.  The  account  is  curious,  and  even,  if  totally  un- 
true, becomes  interefting  by  the  furprife  and  honor 
yhiplf  it  cxcific^, 

CHAP,  vni, 

That  the  SeB  of  Illaminati  mujl  necejfarily  deftroy  any  King^ 
dom  where  they  are  encouraged. 

This  is  proved  by  a  variety  of  pofitions  and  induflions, 
and  by  a  review  of  the  different  profcffions  and  public 
bodies  whic)i  affe£t  government. 

CHAP.    IX. 

That  Kings  are  peculiarly  interejted  to  deflroy  the  new  SeH. 

In  this  chapter  a  diftinftion  is  made  between  the 
dignity  of  the  crpwn,  and  the  general  interefts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  topic  is  inforced  by  a  variety  of  argi;- 
mcnts  and  inftances. 

113  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    X. 

^hat  the  Seff  of  Illuminati  would ^  if  it  were  pojjtble,  dejirwf 
Society  itfelf 

CHAP.    XL 

On  the  Means  ofdeftroying  the  Se3  of  JJlt^minati. 

This  Mirabcau  propofes  to  tWtdt  by  means  of  %  conw 
bination  of  men  of  letters  who  (hall  expofe  their  prindr 
pies,  fecrets,  an4  exertions  to  the  abhorrence  of  focietj. 

CHAP.     XIL 

S^r  degree  of  EJlimation  hefowed  on  the  lUumnati  informer^ 
and  in  the  prefent  Times* 

After  relating  the  principle!  and  fates  of  fereral  ancioit 
impoftors,  Mirabeau  defcribes  the  hatred  and  jealooff 
which  prevail  among  the  viGonaries  and  magnctifts  df 
thefe  t^es,'  and  the  contempt  with  which  Swcdenborg 
(ind  Lavatcr  threat  all  fedaries  but  their  owxit 

CHAP.    XUI, 

Ute  Degree-  of  E/Hmation  in  which  the  Founders  of  the 
Modern  SeB  are  held. 

In  this  chapter,  the  author  derides  and  ridicules  fereral 
lioted  vifionaries  and  founders  oTfeAsj  as  Saint  GeniwO| 
)e  Grand,  Scbroepfer,  together  with  dieir  ad|iercnts« 

CHAP.    XIV. 

Of  the  State  of  thofe  Countries  which  are  eopfidered  as  /fVt 
teBing  the  Seff. 

This  chapter  contains  a  fevere  fatire  ag^inft  man  j  mo« 
dern  goye^rnments  and  focial  inftitutions. 

CHAP.    XV. 

Different  Methods  of  dimini/hing  the  Eftimation  of  the  Sft??, 

The  fubjeft  begun,  in  the  eleventh  chapter  is  here 
rcfumed  and  extended.  The  means  propofed  are,  ift, 
Tiie  prodii^lions  of  mea  of  Icttcfs*    xi^  To  infpir^  a 
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taftc  for  literature.  3d,  A  new  fyftcm  of  education. 
4th,  A  reform  in  the  order  of  free-mafons.  5th,  Ridi- 
cule, and  principally  dramatic  fatire.  The  treachery  o£ 
thefe  fuggeftions  is  remarkable,  as  every  one  of  the  means 
stdverted  to,  except  the  fourth,  which  is  a  mere  abfurdity, 
has  been  ufed  or  referred  to  by  the  members  or  favourers 
of  the  fcfl.  They  have  had  a  ready  and  determined  band 
of  literary  ailiftants  prepared  to  aid  their  caufe  by  every 
pofiible  effort.  ITiey  have  eftablifhed  book-focieties  and 
reading-rooms  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  extending  their 
pomicious  fyftems.  They  have  been  condant  advocates 
for  and  proje£):ors  of  new  fyftems  of  education.  And 
the  drama  in  Germany  and  France  has  been  almoft  en- 
tirely  devoted  to  the  celebration  of  their  heroes,  to  the 
enforcement  of  their  dogmas  both  moral  and  political, 
and  to  the  ridicule  both  of  perfons  and  cftablifliments 
which  they  were  deiirous  to  deftroy. 

'  The  notes,  which  are  twenty-one  in  number,  arc  many 
of  them  extraded  from  fcarce  publications,  and  are  in 
general  curious  and  interefting. 
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letter  from  Thomas  I^ain  to  Sir  Archibald 
Macdonald,  then  Attorney-General  \  read  at 
Guildhall  on  Paints  Trial ;  the  Hand-writing  being 
proved  by  Thomas  Chapman,  Printer^  and  John 
Purdue  E/q.  ^tbeExcife  Office.  Extracted  from 
GurneyV  jtdmqn  of  his  Trials  p.  92. 

Paris,  nth  of  Nov. 
I  ft  Year  of  ihe  Republic* 

Sir, 

A  8  there  can  be  no  pcrfonal  refentment  between  two 
-^  ftrangers,  I  write  this  letter  to  you,  as  to  a  man 
again  (I  whom  I  have  no  ariimofity. 

You  have,  as  attorney-general,  commenced  a  profecu- 

tion  againft  me,  as  the  author  of  the  Rights*  of  Man. 

114  Had 
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Had  not  my  duty,  in  confcqucnce  of  my  being  dt&cd  a 
member  of  the  national  convention  of  France^,  called  me 
iVom  England,  I  fhould  have  ftayed  to  have  contcfted 
the  injuftice  of  that  profecution  ;  not  upon  my  own  a€« 
count,  for  I  cared  not  about  the  profecution,  but  to  have 
defended  the  principles  I  had  advanced  in  the  work. 

The  duty  I  am  now  engaged  in  is  of  too  much  import- 
ance  to  permit  me  to  trouble  myfelf  about  your  profecu- 
tion :  when  I  have  leifure,  I  (hall  have  no  obje£lioa  to 
meet  you  on  that  ground ;  but  as  I  now  ftand,  whether 
you  go  on  with  the  profecution,  or  whether  you  do  not, 
or  whether  you  obtain  a  verdift,  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  the 
mod  perfe£t  indifference  to  me  as  an  individual,  if  you 
obtain  one  (which  you  arc  welcome  to  if  you  can  get  it), 
it  cannot  affeft  me  either  in  perfon,  property,  or  reputa- 
tion, otherwifc  than  to  increafc  the  latter;  and  widi 
Tefpc£l  to  yourfelf,  it  is  as  confident  that  you  obtain  a 
verdift  againft  the  man  in  the  moon  as  againft  me  ;  neither 
do  I  kc  how  you  can  continue  the  profecution  againft  me 
as  you  would  have  done  againft  one  of  your  own  ptsfb 
who  had  abfented  himfelf  becaufe  he  was  profecut^:. 
what  pafFcd  ac  Dover  proves  that  my  departure  from 
England  was  no  fccret. 

My  neceflary  abfence  from  your  country  now,  in  coiw 
fequencc  of  my  duty  here,  affords  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing whefher  the  profecution  was  intended  againft  Thomas 
Paine,  or  againft  the  rights  of  the  people  of  England  to 
inveftigate  fyftems  and  principles  of  government ;  for  as  I 
cannot  now  be  the  objeft  of  the  profecution,  the  going  on 
with  the  profecution  will  (hew  that  fomething  elfe  was  the 
obje£^,  and  that  fomething  elfe  can  be  no  other  than  the 
people  of  England,  for  it  is  againft  their  rights  and  not 
againft  me,  that  a  verdift  or  fentence  can  operate,  if  it 
cah  operate  at  all.  Be  then  fo  candid  as  to  tell  the  jury 
(if  you  choofe  to  continue  the  proce^  whom  it  is  you 
are  profecuting,  and  on  whom  it  is  that  the  verdidl  is  to 
fall. 

But  I  have  other  reafons  than  thofe  J  have  mentioned 
for  writing  you  this  letter,  and,  howeyer  you  may  phoofc 
to  interpret  them,  they  proceed  from  a  good  heart.  The 
time,  Sir,  is  becoming  too  ferious  to  play  with  court  pro- 
fecutions,  and  fport  with  national  rights.  The  terrible 
examples  that  have  taken  place  here,  upon  men  who  lefs 
fii^a  a  year  ago  thought  thcmfelves  as  Iccurc  as  any  pro- 
•  ...>...  (ccating 
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fecuting  judge,  jury,  or  attorney-general,  can  now  do 
in  England,  ought  to  have  fome  weight  with  men  ia 
your  Gtuation.  That  the  government  of  England  is  as 
great,  if  not  the  greateft,  perfeftion  of  fraud  and  corrupt 
tion  that  ever  took  place  (ince  governments  began,  is 
what  you  cannot  be  a  Aranger  to,  unlefs  the  conftant 
habit  Qf  feeing  it  has  blinded  your  fenfes  \  but  thopgh 
you  may  not  choofe  to  fee  it,  the  people  are  feeing  it 
very  faft,  and  the  progrefs  is  beyond  what  you  n^ay  choofe 
to  believe.  Is  it  poflible  that  you  or  I  can  believe,  or 
that  reafon  can  make  any  other  man  believe,  that  the  ^z^ 
pacity  of  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Guelph,  or  any  of  his  profli«> 
gate  fons,  is  neceflary  to  the  government  of  a  nation.  I 
(peak  to  you  as  one  man  ought  to  fpeak  to  another ;  and 
I  know  alfo,  that  I  fpeak  what  other  people  are  beginning 
tp  think. 

That  you  cannot  obtain  a  verdi£):  (and  if  you  do  it  will 
fignify  nothing)  without  packing  a  jury,  (and  we  both 
know  that  fuch  tricks  are  pra&ifed,)  is  what  I  have  very 
good  reafon  to  believe.  I  have  gone  into  coffee-houfesy 
and  places  where  I  was  unknown,  on  purpofe  to  learn  the 
currency  of  opinion,  and  I  never  yet  faw  any  company  of 
twelve  men  that  condemned  the  book,  but  I  have  oftca 
found  a  greater  number  than  twelve  approving  it,  and  this 
is  I  think  a  fair  way  of  coUedling  the  natural  currency  of 
opinion.  Do  not  then.  Sir,  be  me  indrument  of  drawing 
twelve  men  into  a  fituation  that  mav  be  injurious  to  them 
afterwards.  I  do  Jiot  fpeak  this  trom  policy,  but  from 
benevolence ;  but  if  you  choofe  to  go  on  with  the  procefs^ 
I  make  it  my  requeft  to  you  that  you  will  read  this  letter 
in  court,  after  which  the  judge  and  the  jury  may  do  as 
they  pleafe.  As  I  do  not  confider  myfelf  the  obje^  of 
the  profecution,  neither  can  I  be  affected  by  the  iffue,  one 
way  or  the  other,  I  ihall,  though  a  foreigner  in  your 
country,  fubfcribe  as  mruch  money  as  any  other  man  to- 
wards fupporting  the  right  of  the  nation  againft  the  pro» 
fecution  j  and  it  is  for  this  purpofe  only  that  I  (hall  do  it.  • 

Thomas  Paine* 

Jo  Archibald  Macdonald, 
«^ttorney.Genera|« 
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No.  IX. 

AhJlraSl  ^/Tetion^x  Speech^  intended  to  have  been  ie^ 
livered  in  Reply  to  RobespierreV  Anfwer  to 
LouvetV  Accujation  ;  and  Petion'j  Letter  to  the 
Jacobin  Club.  Extrafted  from  the  Mercurc 
Francois,  No»  du  17  Novembre  1792. 

THE  inferences  drawn  from  Petion's  publication  ire 
thefe : 
I*  That  the  men  who  have  affumed  to  themfelyes  the 
glory  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  arc  thofc  to  whom  it  Icaft 
belongs ;  that  it  is  due  to  thofe  who  prepared  tht  event, 
Xo  the  imperious  nature  of  things^  to  the  brave  fedeuteSf 
and  their  fecret  direftors. 

2.  That  the  commune^  inftead  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
revolutionary  effort  when  its  objcft  was  attained,  thought 
it  more  dignified  to  enter  into  a  (late  of  rivalfhip  with  the 
legiflative  affembly ;  whofe  decrees  they  obeyed  or  refi(led| 
juft  as  they  found  them  favourable  or  contradiclory  to 
their  views. 

3.  I'hat  from  that  epoch,  Petion  retained  wily  a  Ibadow 
of  power,  and  that  he  was  unwilling  that  his  name  (hould 
be  annexed  to  a  multitude  of  irregular  ads. 

4*  That  Robefpierre  affumed  the  greateft  afcendancy 
in  the  council ;  that  fubfcquently  to  the  decree  for  open- 
ing the  barriers^  he  faw  nothing  but  precipices  and  con- 
fpiracies,  and  was  continually  denouncing  fuppofed  con- 
spirators ;  that  he  inflamed  the  people  by  the  moft  ani- 
mated declamations  ;  that  the  fe^ions  were  influenced  by 
thefe  impreffions,  communicated  them  to  others. 
•  5.  That  the  committee  of  infpeGion  filled  the  prlfbns ; 
that  a  man,  whofe  very  name  is  become  odious,  and  in- 
fpires  terror  in  the  minds  of  peaceable  citizens,  Marat, 
had' affumed  the  dire£lion  of  the  police. 

6.  That  the  crimes  of  the  2d  of  September  and  the  fol- 
lowing days  would  not  have  taken  place,  or  would  have 
been  (lopped,  if  thofe  who  had  in  their  hands  the  direction 
of  the  armed  force  had  beheld  them  with  honor  \  that 

thofc 
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diofe  who  committed  the  maflacres  In  the  prifons  were  very 
few  in  number ;  that  Pction  was  only  informed  of  the 
event  in  a  vague  and  indired  manner ;  that  he  immedi- 
ately wrote  to  the  commandant-geaerali  from  whom  he 
received  no  anfwer ;  that  he  wrote  again,  and  the  com* 
mandant-general  replied,  that  he  had  given  orders,  but 
they  were  not  obeyed. 

7.  Thai  the  committee  of  infpcaion  of  the  commune 
had,  in  fa£i,  iflued  a  decree  of  arreft  againft  the  minifter, 
Roland,  on  the  4th  of  September,  a  period  when  the  maf«- 
facres  were  ftill  continued. 

8.  That  the  ele£loral  afTembly  was  influenced,  com^ 
manded,  by  a  fmall  number  of  men ;  and  that  the  elec- 
tions were  regulated  by  lids  which  were  exadly  ioU 
lowed. 

9.  That  frefh  maflacres  were  announced  for  the  20th 
of  September ;  that  fcveral  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
the  moft  ardent  defenders  of  liberty,  were  pointed  out  as 
yi£lims ;  that  Petion  had  often  fevcrely  reproached  Robc^- 
fpierre  for  the  fufpicions  he  entertained  of  feveral  deputies, 
and  particularly  firiflbt,  and  that  Robcfpierre  had  aflured 
him  that  Briflbt  was  fold  to  Brunfwick. 

Finally,  That  he  did  not  believe  that  Robefpierre  had 
afpired  to  the  di£tator{hip,  but  that  Marat  had  folicited  it 
on  his  behalf.  If  ferocity  were  not  the  charaAeriftic  of 
folly,  Petion  added,  there  would  be  nothing  fo  ridiculous 
as  that  being  whom  nature  feems  exprefsly  to  have  marked 
with  the  feal  of  reprobation.  , 

Jerome  PetionV  Letter  to  the  Jacobin  CluL 

For  fome  time  pad  attacks,  more  or  lefs  direS,  more 
or  Itfs  violent,  have  been  levelled  at  me  in  this  fociety. 
Till  now,  I  never  thought  it  neceflary  to  anfwer,  but  it  is 
time  to  flop  this  fyflem  of  intrigue  and  calumny.  I  do 
liot  love  to  fpeak  of  myfelf;  1  never  permitted  myfelf  in 
public  to  fay  a  fingle  word  of  the  fervices  I  had  rendered  \ 
at  this  day  it  becomes  a  duty,  and  I  fhall  perform  it,  with- 
out afFc£ling  a  falfc  delicacy. 

I  loved  and  cultivated  liberty  before  her  birth  in  my 
coilntry. 

1  gave  myfelf  up  to  the  ftudy  of  laws  and  governments, 
and,  before  the  revolution,  was  the  author  of  feveral 
WOfks,  which  breathe  the  Ipve  of  equalitv  and  liberty. 
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In  the  conftUuent  alTemblyi  I  defended  the  rights  of  the 
f  eople  with  courage  and  conftancy. 

At  the  period  of  the  famous  feceflioni  I  faved  this  fo- 
ciety.  I  remember  a  period  when  it  was  compofed  only 
of  three  members  of  the  national  afiembly,  and  twenty  or 
thirty  other  citizens.  Terror  had  difperfed  the  reft.  It 
had  driven  away  many  who,  at  this  day,  a£l  the  moft 
confpicuous  parts  in  the  club.  Of  the  tmee  members  of 
the  aflembly,  one  was  little  known.  Robefpierre,  though 
he  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  for  patriotifm,  had  not  ac^ 
quired  that  eftimation  which  is  derived  from  wifdom  and. 
temperance  in  the  condu£l  of  public  affairs.  I  have  feen 
Robefpierre  trembling ;  Robefpierre  propofing^  flight  j 
Robefpierre  not  daring  to  (hew  himfelf  in-  the  aflembly.— 
A(Ic  him  if  I  trembled. 

I  fayed  Robefpierre  himfelf  from  perfecution,  by  at- 
taching ipyfelf  to  his  lot,  when  he  was  deferted  by  the  reft 
of  the  world. 

I  have  more  tlian  once  faved  Paris,  and  fpared  the  blood 
uf  the  people. 

I  contributed,  in  no  flight  degree,  to  bring  on  Ihe  ereots 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

I  have,  fince  that  period,  found  my  influence  confider* 
ably  reduced )  the  public  will  judge  whether  tliat  reduc* 
tlon  has  been  beneficial  or  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  this 
ci(y,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  ftill  retain  hopes  of  ferving  my  country. 

I  declare  that  I  do  not,  nor  eyer  will  belong  to  any: 
party. 

I  declare  that  I  know  npt  of  a  Brijfotine  faElion ;  that  in 
fpite  of  the  general  blindneft  and  warmth  on  this  fubjed, 
tjiis  fa£lion  is  a  mere  chimera,  and  that  there  is  no  man 
fo  little  qualified  to  be  the  head  of  a  p^rty  as  Brifljot. 

I  declare  that  the  Jacobin  club  has  renderecj  moft  im- 
portant fervices  to  the  country,  that  it  may  ftill  continue 
tp  do  fo,  and  that  I  will  defend  the  fociety  with  all  my 
ftrength,  but  without  prejudice  \  that  I  will  adopt  their 
opinions  when  I  think  them  reafonable, '  but  will  combat 
them  wTien  1  think  them  erroneous. 

When  we  contemplate  fomc  of  thofc  men  who  aflfeft 
an  appearance  of  fuch  ardent  patriotifm  ;  thofe  boafters  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  who  but  lately  were  fiaves,  and  who 
would  to-monow  relapfe  into  the  fame  condition  under  a 
king  \  thofe  men  who  have  the  prefumption  to  iiQert  tha^ 

no 
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no  one  elfe  is  capable  of  attaining  their  height :  it  is  fflf- 
ficient  to  excite  a  difguft  againft  patriotifnii  in  every  heart 
where  that  virtue  is  not  deeply  engraved. 

As  for  myfclf,  I  am,  at  this  day,  what  I  have  ever  been. 
Immovable  in  my  principles,  I  fay  that  whatever  may 
happen,  I  will  die  free. 


No.  X. 

Robespierre^  Letter  to  Jerome  Petion,   occa^ 
ftoned  by  the  preceding  Publications* 


H^ 


ow  great,  my  dear  Petion,  is  the  inftability  of  human 
affairs,  when  you,  heretofore  my  brother  in  arms, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  gentle  of  mankind,  on  a 
fudden  declare  yourfelf  the  moft  violent  of  my  accufers ! 
Do  not  fuppofe  from  this  exordium  that  it  is  my  intention 
to  fpeak  either  of  you  or  of  myfclf.  We  are  but  two 
atoms,  loft  in  the  immenfity  of  the  moral  and  political 
world.  lam  not  going  to  anfwer  your  inculpations ;  (I 
am  accufed  of  having  already  (hewn  too  much  condefcen- 
fion  In  that  refpeA  ;)  but  your  prefent  political  do£lrInes. 
It  would  now,  perhaps,  be  rather  too  late  to  refute  your 
fpeech  \  but  ic  is  always  time  to  defend  truth  and  prin- 
ciples. Our  quarrels  are  but  topics  of  a  day  ;  principles 
are  eternal. 

It  is  on  this  condition  only,  my  dear  Petion,  that  I  will 
take  up  the  gauntlet  you  have  tirown.  ,  You  will  even  ic- 
cognize,  in  my  manner  of  combating,  the  friendftiip  or  the 
weaknefs  I  formerly  felt  for  you.  If  in  this  difpute,  which 
is  entirely  philanthropic,  you  (hould  be  expofed  to  fome 
flight  blows,  they  will  be  aimed  only  at  your  vanity ;  and 
ou  have,  beforehand,  put  me  quite  at  eafe  on  that  head, 
y  declaring  that  you  have  none.  Befides,  the  right  of 
cenfure  is  reciprocal ;  it  is  the  (hield  of  liberty  ;  and  you 
are  fo  fincerely  attached  to  principles,  that  you  will,'  I  am 
fure,  feel  more  pleafure  in  being  yourfelf  the  obje£l  of  it, 
than  you  experienced  in  exercifing  it  againft  me. 

I  WiU 


i 
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t  will  not  diiTcmble  that  one  of  the  'mod  powerftti  of 
the  motives  which  induce  me  to  enter  into  the  lifts  againft 

Jou  is  the  defire  of  feeing  thofe  heroic  anions  which  do 
onour  to  the  French  nation,  and  to  the  human  race,  and 
which  you,  undoubtedly  from  not  knowing  them,  have 
mifreprcfentcd,  faithfully  tranfmitted  to  pofterity.  I  will 
remind  you  of  circumftances  known  to  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand  perfons  ;  and  I  (hall  not  be  expofed  to  fufpicion  ;  for 
I  ^as,  almoft  as  much  as  yourfelf,  a  ftranger  to  the  glori* 
ouis  events  of  our  laft  revolution  ;  we  have  only  the  fatif- 
fa^ion  of  knowing,  that  at  that  memorable  period  the 
country  had  many  defenders,  more  ufeful  than  either  of  us. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  feems  to  me  that  you  do  not  fpeak 
of  the  revolution  which  has  broken  our  fetters  with  all  the 
refpeft  that  it  deferveg.  Whence  arifes  the  acrimonjr 
with  which  you  cxprefs  yourfelf  refpcfting  every  tranf- 
aflioni  and  every  individual  at  all  connedied  with  that 
event  ? 

When  you  fay  that  the  event  is  principally  to  be 
afcribed,  to  thofe  who  prepared  it,  it  is  evident  that 
you  allude  to  thofe  who  did  not  accomplifti  it.  And 
if  it  is  to  yourfelf  that  you  mean  principally  to  ad- 
vert, you  muft  (hare  that  merit  with  all  thofe  who 
have  defended  the  caufe  of  liberty.  Yon  are  willing 
to  yield  a  fmall  portion  to  the  federates,  to  whom  you 
never  ceafed  to  recommend  inadion ;  whom  you  gave 
yourfelf  no  trouble  to  procure  the  means  of  remaining  at 
raris ; — to  their  fecret  dire£tors,  of  whom  you  never  fpoke 
but  with  uneaGnefs  and  miilruft,  men  whom  you  and 
your  aflbciates  now  clafs  in  the  rank  of  agitators.  Do  yon 
know  that  member  of  the  legiflative  aflembly  who  on  the 
9th  of  Auguft  faid  to  one  of  his  friends,  "  If  the  people 
**  arc  timid,  or  hefitatc,  blow  my  brains  out  with  a  piftol, 
<*  and  let  my  bloody  corpfe  be  dragged  about  Paris,  that 
**  revenge  may  lead  the  people  to  liberty !  This  is  one 
of  the  men  whom  your  friends  incefTantly  calumniate. 

But  why  do  you  not,  with  equal  readiness,  do  juftice  to 
the  people  of  Paris  ? 

Why  do  you  not,  at  leaft  among  thofe  who  prepared 
the  revolution,  enumerate  the  fe£lions  of  Paris,  fo  much 
flandered  fince  that  period  by  your  aflbciates  ?  Inftead  of 
aiding  their  pernicious  defigns,  why  do  you  not  remind 
the  departments,  deceived  by  their  impofturcs,  that,  for 
more  than  a  month,  they  had  declared  thcmfelves  perma* 
\  nes^ 
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nent,  that  they  had  fignalized  their  ufeful  adivity  t>7  ini- 
mortal  decrees,  the  infallible  precurfors  of  the  revolution? 
Why  did  you  not  fay  that  it  was  they  who  folemnly  dif- 
cuiled  the  facred  neceflity  of  infurrefkion,  who  rallied  alt 
the  foldiers  of  liberty,  and  who,  in  the  night  of  the  gth 
of  Augufty  at  length  gave  the  fignal  of  battle  againft  a 
rebellious  and  conipiring  tourt  ?  Do  you  not  perceive  that 
this  politic  and  courageous  proceeding  was  abfolutely  ne« 
ceflary,  to  unite  and  dired  the  popular  force  againft  the 
anti-revolutionary  army  afTembled  by  the  tyrants  in  Paris  i 
This  was  not  all ;  it  was  neccffary  to  create  a  central 
authority,  to  fubftitute  for  thofe  who  had  loft  the  confi* 
dence  of  the  people.  This  authoritv  could  not  be  vefted 
ia  the  department,  notorioufly  fold  to  the  court ;  or  in 
your  old  department,  which  had  juft  refufed  the  requefl: 
€^  the  citizens  to  throw  down  the  bufts  of  la  Fayette  and 
Baillv,  where  the  moft  zealous  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
had  been  infulted  with  impunity,  by  fatellites,  and  even 
by  their  colleagues,  while  you  prefided,  and  even  in  your 
prefence.  You  might,  then,  have  praifed  the  prudence 
pf  the  fe£iions  who  named  commiffioners  to  replace  the 
eld  council-general  of  the  commune^  and  who  invefted  them 
with  full  powers  to  fave  the  commune  of  Paris,  and  alt 
France.  By  what  fatality,  my  dear  Petion,  does  it  happen 
that  this  new  counciUgeneral  is  the  principal  objeA  of  the 
libellous  publication  on  which  we  are  now  engaged  ?  You 
bave  permitted  an  important  avowal  to  efcape  you,  under 
the  form  of  a  qualification  of  your  reproaches.  <<  Thefe 
«*  commiffioners,  tuveriheUfsy  (you  fay,)  conceived  a  grand 
<<  idea,  and  took  a  bold  ftep,  in  pofTeffing  themf^lves  of 
**  all  the  municipal  powers,  in  putting  themfelves  in  the 
•*^  place  of  the  council-general,  whofe  wcaknefs  or  cor- 
*•  Tuption  they  dreaded  j  they  courageoufly  rifted  their 
<*  lives,  if  fuccefs  had  not  crowned  their  enterprife.** 
What  was  this  entcrprife  ?  The  deftru£lioiT  of  tyranny : 
then  they  expofed  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  Add, 
if  you  pleafe,  that  in  the  firft  days  of  September  they 
fliook  Paris,  and  all  France,  to  cruQi  the  armies  of  defpo- 
tifm;  and  you  will  be  compelled  to  own,  that  they  have 
twice  faved  the  country.  Do  you  then  aflume  the  pen  to 
join  their  detra£lors  ?  When  fublime  aftions  prefent  them- 
felves for  admiration,  whence  arifcs  this  mania  of  fceking 
for  a  few  dcffcfts  to  cenfure  ?  If  a  nation  is  ungrateful,  it 
has  (bme  fort  of  right  to  be  fo.     Citizens  owe  every  thing 
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to  iheif  cduntiy,  arid  the  country  owes  nothing  to  than*; 
or  at  lead  it  is  their  duty  to  pardon  her  injuftice  r  bat 
you,  citizen,  by  what  right  do  you  fpeak  of  the  deftroyefs 
of  tyranny  in  the  fame  terms  as  tyrants  themfe]?es  ?  Toa 
eren  go  the  length  of  attempting  to  wreft  from  them  die 
merit  of  thofe  fervices  you  have  fo  recently  acknowledged, 
by  faying  that  the  revolution  rftbe  lotb  of  Auguft  fxxnddbave 
been  effeBed  without  them.  Strange  manner  of  appreciating 
thofe  who  fo  powerfully  contributed  to  it !  Had  you  be€n  at 
the  houfe  of  the  commune  you  would  hare  known  where 
was  the  rallying  point  for  the  people ;  that  it  was  with  the 
new  magiftrates  that  the  defenders  of  liberty  maintained  a 
conftant  communication ;  you  would  have  known  how 
great  were  their  exertions  to  procure  for  the  citizens  am« 
munition  and  arms,  and  to  ilifie  the  confpiracy  of  die 
court.  Tou  would  have  feen  the  calm  and  tranquil  cou^ 
rage  with  which,  among  other  things,  they  performed,  in 
that  dreadful  crifis,  a  dectfive  a£lion.  I  allude  to  the 
treachery  of  the  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  who, 
in  confederacy  with  the  confpirators  of  the  Tuillerics,  had 
given  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  corps^de-referve  to  let  the 
people  advance,  and  then  fire  upon  them  in  the  rear,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  cannon  of  the  caftle  fhould  mow 
them  down  in  front.  The  council-general  difcovered  this 
plot  in  the  middle  of  the  night ;  they  fent  twice  for  die 
commandant-general,  who  did  not  obey  till  the  fecond 
fununons ;  they  prefented  to  him  the  fatal  order,  figned 
with  his  hand,  and  which  ftill  remains  in  the  archives  of 
the  commum ;  the  council-general  caufed  the  traitor  to  be 
arretted,  and  adopted  meafures  equally  j>rompt  and  vigor* 
ous  to  difconcert  his  treafonable  defigns.  Without  this, 
liberty  was  at  an  end ;  and  yet  you  do  not  deign  to  give 
this  circumftance  a  place  among  thofe  which  decided  tne 
vidlory  in  favor  of  the  people !  What  are  the  enormooi 
crimes  which,  in  your  contemplation,  have  efiaced  the 
merit  of  thefe  fcrviccs*? 

*  Robefpierre  difplayt  confummate  art  la  giving  this  fal(e  accomt 
of  the  circumftances  attending  the  murder  of  Mandat.  He  knew  that 
Petion,  who  himfelf  had  figned  the  order  to  repel  force  bv  fSwce, 
would  not  daie  to  contradi^,  or  challenge  a  proof  of  ihefe  fa^s  )  aod 
the  inGnuation  that  fome  written  document  was  preferved  in  the 
archifct  of  the  cmamm  is  well  calculated  to  intimidate  tht  tretcherpst 
Petion.  • 

Who 
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Who  would  believe  it?  You  reproach  the  council- 
general  for  not  having  abdicated,  on  the  morrow  of  the  • 
combat  at  the  Tuillcrics,  the  authority  with  which  they 
had  been  intmfted  by  the  people,  and  which  the  legiflative 
aflembly  bad  fan£iioned,  in  order  to  recall  the  old  munici« 
pality,  and,  confequently,  the  old  direftory.  Tou  attribute 
tbuxondu&  to  the  hve  ef  ponver  / 

'  Tou  reproach  the  council-general  with  having  prolonged 
the  revolutionary  efibrt  beyond  the  neceffary  period. 
What  was  this  effort  ?  You  do  not  defcribe  it :  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  neccffary  period  to  which  you  allude,  was 
the  fame'  you  had  fixed  as  the  time  for  abdication.  So 
^t,  according  to  you,  the  revolutionary  effort  ought  to 
iiave  hfted  four-and -twenty  hours  precifely ;  you  meafure 
political  revolutions  by  thofe  of  the  fun.  But  as  you 
found  yourfelf  poffeffed  of  that  infinite  wifdom,  which  re- 
gulates by  certain  laws  the  mod  irregular  phenomena  of 
the  moral  world,  why  did  not  you  fay  to  the  people,  as 
the  Almighty  fays  to  the  ocean,  "  Thus  far  flialt  thou 
<*  come,  and  here  fliall  thy  proud  waves  be  ftayed  ?'*  Why 
4id  you  not  come,  and  create  in  one  day  a  new  political 
world,  as  the  Creator  formied  the  world  in  three  days. 
You  did  not  appear  at  the  commu^  till  the  third  day  after 
the  capture  of  the  Tuilleries.  You  came  to  announce  to' 
OS,  that  the  committee  of  twenty-one  in  the  legiflative 
a£fembly  was  willing  to  fan£lion  the  revolution,  and  con^ 
firm  all  the  a^s  of  the  commune*  This  was  but  a  preamble 
to  the  further  information  that  the  committee  of  twenty- 
one  in  the  legiflative  aflembly  had  a  report  ready,  the  cf- 
itOi  of  which  was  to  recall  the  old  municipality.  This  idea^ 
with  which  you  feemed  infinitely  delighted,  was  unani- 
moufly  reje£led  by  the  council  general,  as  the  infallible 
means  of  knitting  up  the  threads  of  thofe  confpiracies 
which  ought  to  be  broken  for  ever.  The  fame  day  you 
made  a  long  fpecdh  to  prove  that  Louis  XVI.  ought  not 
to  be  fliut  up  in  the  tower  of  the  Temple,  and  that  if  he 
was  not  lodged  in  a  magnificent  hotel,  all  France  Would 
rife  againft  the  commune  j  your  opinion  was  over-ruled. 
You  appeared  alarmed;  you  feemed  to  think  that  the 
council-general  was  aftuated  by  madnefs.  You  fpokc  o£ 
it  in  the  mod  unqualified  terms  j  you  thought  its  Jlyle  and 
di/pe/stion  both  reprehen/tile.  You  were  continually  fighing 
for  the  return  of  your  femi-artftocratic  municipality.  You 
thought  to  punifli  the  council-general  by  abfenting  your- 
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felf ;    and  coutinually  held  councils  with  jour  frlendsi 
cither  at  the  committee  of  twenty-one,  or  at  your  own 
houfe,  to  concert  meafures  for  its  diflblution.     You  were, 
like  Achilles,  fulky  with  the  Greeks.     Tou  fee  how  much 
your  reproaches  againft   the  commune  are  disfigured  by 
paflion,  and,  I  will  not  fay  how  unjuft,  but  how  childifli 
they  are.     You  were  terrified^  you  fay,  at  the  diforder,  the 
tumult,   th  fpirit  which  prevailed  in  that  ajfemblj.     The 
fpirit  which   animated  the  defenders  of  liberty  terrified 
you  I   You  difcufs  the  neceflity  of  (ilence,  not  like  a  ftatef- 
man,  but  like  the  regent  of  a  college.     You  wonder  that 
the  council  general,  injlead  of  confining  itfelfto  the  affairs  ^ 
the  commune,    rather  refembled  a  political  affembly.      The 
public  liberty  occupied  a  part  of  their  deliberations  on  the 
1 2th  and  13th  of  Auguft!     They  were  wrong,  undoubt- 
edly, they  Aould  have  debated  only  on  the  duties  of  fca^ 
vengers  and  lamp-lighters  I   For  what  befides  had  the  peopit 
appointed  them^     They  di/cour/ed  of  plots  againjl  the  pMc 
liberty.     What  folly  to  think  of  plots  !  Did  any  ever  cxift? 
or  if  they  did,  was  it  the  bufinefs  of  the  council-general  to 
countera£l   them  ?      Citizens   were  denounced  b^ore  them. 
Was  it  not  enough,  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  to  have  con- 
quered the  Swifs  foldiett,  and  have  loft  a  great  number  of 
patriots  ?  Could  they  tnink  the  following  days  properlj 
{pent  in  arrefting  confpirators !  in  denouncing  Montmorin, 
Depoix,   Duport,  Lamballe,  and  fo  many  other  wordij 
people !    Thefe  crimes  muft  be  punifhed.    *They  cited  them 
to  their  bar.   They  ought,  at  leaft,  to  have  waited  on  them, 
at  their  own  houfes,  to  have  paid  them  a  vifit  in  a  body! 
They  heard  them  in  public.     It  would  have  been  better  to 
fubje£i:  them  to  a  private  interrogatory.     They  Sfmffed 
them  if  acquitted  J  or  elfe  detained  them.     They  ought  neither 
to  hsi've  been  difmifled  or  detained  !     The  cuflomary  rokt 
were  totally  difpeufed  with.      Hang  me  up  tliefe  municipal 
officers!  what,  violate  cuftomary  rules  during  a  revcdu* 
•  tion !    You  do  not  tell  us  what  rules  thefe  were,  but  widi 
fuch  guilty  magiftrates,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  defcend 
to  particulars.     W'as  it  any  bufinefs  of  theirs  to  adopt 
precautions  to  render  the  event  of  the  battle  of  the  TuU- 
leries  favourable  to  liberty  ?    Prudent  Petion,  the  cemmma 
of  Paris  had  raifed  the  ftandard  of  infurre£lion,  in  the 
name  of  the  country  \  the  caufc  of  the  commune  iotereftcd 
all  France. 
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7X/  effervtfsence  of  the  public  mind  was  fo  great ^  that  it 
nuas  impojftble  to  rejtrain  the  torrent.  What  ravages  were 
occaGoned  by  this  torrent  of  efFervefccnt  minds  I  All  their 
deliberations  were  inflamed  with  the  impetuoftty  of  enthujiafm. 
Roufe  up  your  cholcr  againft  the  cnthufiafm  of  liberty ; 
never  flop  to  inquire  whether  thcfc  deliberations  were 
good  or  bad.  TChey  fucceeded  each  other  with  a  terrifying 
rapidity.  Tou  arc  always  terrified :  take  courage ;  in  an 
urgent  crifis,  when  all  people  animated  with  the  fame 
ipirity  rapidity  of  difcuffion  is  rather  a  confolatory,  than  an 
alarming  phenomenon.  Day  and  night  the  council -general 
continued  their  fittings.  Scoundrels!  to  confecrate  their 
days  and  nights  to  the  public  weal  I 

/  would  not  fuffer  my  name  to  be  annexed  to  a  multitude  of 
cBs^  no  left  irregular  than  contrary  to  principle.  What  prin- 
ciples ?  Not  thofe  by  which  tyranny  was  deftroycd.  What 
arc  we  to  conclude  but  that  your  flumbcrs  were  lefs  inter- 
rupted, and  that  tlie  revolution  is  a  nullity,  becaufe  not 
fandlioncd  by  the  Ggnature  of  Jerome  Pction  ? 

/  was  equally  fenfible  that  prudence  required  me  not  to  ap- 
prove^  orflrengthen  by  my  prefence^  the  tranfaElions  then  pajff^ 
ing.^^'SsXTiQXy  fo ;  the  council-general  was  without  autho- 
rity ;  in  vain  the  people  had  created  it  *,  in  vain  the  people 
approved  it ;  you  rcfufed  your  approbation.  Take  care  of 
yourfclf,  my  dear  Petion,  this  language  excites  a  fufpicion . 
of  diAatorfhip. 

Thofe  whom  my  prefence  incommoded  were  very  foHcitous  to 
make  the  people  believe  that  I  prefided  at  all  their  operations  s 
and  that  nothing  was  done  but  in  concert  with  me. — Whom 
did  your  prefence  incommode  ?  Were  you  not  a  good  ci- 
tizen ?  and  the  delegates  whom  the  people,  in  the  night 
of  the  pth  of  Auguft,  had  judged  worthy  to  defend  their 
caufe,  were  they  of  lefs  importance  than  yourfelf  ?  Had 
the  people  forbid  them  to  fulfil  the  object  of  their  minion 
without  the  confent  of  Jerome  Pction  ?  Do  you  believe 
that  citizens  armed  for  the  overthrow  of  defpo^ifm  are  fo 
idolatrous,  fo  cowardly,  fo  ftupid  as  you  would  infinuate? 

Ifeldom  made  my  appearance  :  if  at  that  time  I  had  loudly 
declared  myfentiments  of  oppofition^  it  would  have  occafton^d  a 
fchifm  which  might  have  been  produBive  of  unhappy  confe^ 
quences ;  there  is  in  every  thing  a  moment  of  maturity^  which 
9ught  prudently  to  be  turned  to  advantage c-j^l  firmly  believe 
you  Xp  l>c  a  man  eminently  endowed  with  the  gift  of  pru- 
K  K  a  dently 
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dently  furning  to  advantage  the  moment  of  maturity.  Tct, 
whether  you  had  declared  in  faror  of  the  old  municipality, 
difmiflcd  by  the  public  voice,  or  for  the  new  council  of 
the  commune,  or  for  or  againft  the  revolution ;  I  much 
doubt  whether  you  would  h^ve  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
have  occafioned  a  fatal  fchifm. 

It  mud  be  acknowledged  that  this  ftyle  of  reafbning  ap» 
pears  extraordinary ;  but  your  imagination,  though  gene- 
rally quiet  enough,  is  fo  nnich  ftruck  with  every  thing  re- 
lating to  our  laft  revolution,  that  you  fee  monfters  and 
crimes  where  other  men  difcern  only  ordinary  events,  or 
virtuous  a£lions.  Thus  you  confefs  yourfelf  to  be  fhocked 
that  the  council-general  of  the  commune  (houkl  have  thought 
it  neceflary  to  prolong  the  fliutting  of  jthe  barriers  four- 
and-twenty  hours  beyond  the  moment  you  had  fixed  for 
their  being  thrown  open ;  ahd  becaufe  I  was  accidentally 
of  their  opinion,  you  fpeak  of  my  propofal  in  terms  like 
thofe  you  would  ufe  to  defcribe  an  eruption]  of  Mount 
Vefuvius.  You  indulge  yourfelf  in  declamations,  and 
draw  portraits,  but  you  prefent  no  fa£ls ;  and  (till  lefs 
reafons.  You  are  compaffionate  towards  thofe  traitors 
who  were  adverfarious  to  liberty,  and  inexorable  only  to- 
wards the  mod  zealous  patriots. 

You  even  renew  the  reproaches  which  Louvet  has  vent- 
ed againlt  the  commune^  for  having  prefented  too  violent 
petitions  to  the  legiflative  aflembly  \  but  in  terms  -much 
more  vague,  and  infignificant,  though  not  lefs  ralh.  I 
can  only  refer  you  to  my  anfwer  to  Louvet.  But  how 
could  you  fo  far  forget  every  principle  of  liberty,  as  to 
fubmit  to  this  abfurd  and  procraftinated  inquiry  into 
words  uttered  during  the  moft  ftormy  days  of  the  revolu- 
tion ?  How  could  you  forget  in  what  manner  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities  were  then  compofed,  and  what  were  the 
rights  of  the  people  ?  I  am  particularly  grieved  to  fee  yoa 
tranfgrefs  the  fidelity  of  hiftory,  to  transfer  to  the  phan- 
tom of  a  coifftituted  power,  which  now  no  longer  exifts, 
the  glory  of  thofe  illuftrious  ads,  which  belongs  to  the 
people.  In  the  legiflative  aflembly  we  can  only  praife  a 
few  individuals  who  were  worthy  of  the  public  confidence; 
but  tt^ho  does  not*  know  that  the  majority  was  bat&  sad 
corrupt  ?  that  it  deified  la  Fayette,  acquitted  all  coofit 
cators,  and  was  in  league  with  the  court  agamft  the  na- 
tion ?  Who  does  not  know  that  the  aflembly  favored,  ss 
much  as  poinble,  all  thofe '  treafons,  which,  but  for  the 
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tnfurrcClidn  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  would  have  yielded 
France  into  the  hands  of  the  foreign  armies,  and  to  the  rage 
of  tyrants ;  who  does  not  know  the  fervile  bafenefs  with 
which  Louis  XVI.  was  received  in  the  bofom  of  the  af- 
fembly,  at  the  moment  when  vi£lory  was  yet  wavering 
l>ttw«cn  liberty  and  defpotifm  !  Who  does  not  know  that 
when  all  parties  rofe  with  a  fudden  motion,  and  faluced 
the  nation,  with  an  unanimous  exclamation,  the  thunder 
of  the  people  had  already  pealed  in  their  ears  ?  Who  does 
not  know,  that  it  was  at  the  roar  of  cannon,  the  cry  of 
vi^iory,  and  even  on  the  petition  of  the  triumphant  peoplci 
that  the  aflembly  took  the  oath  of  equality  *,  that  when  it 
aboliflied  the  di(lin£lions  between  adive  and  paffive  citi- 
zens, the  fe£lion6,  then  permanent,  had  already  received 
them  without  difcrimination;  that  the  people  were  already 
overturning  the  ftatues  of  kings,  when  the  aflembly  de* 
creed  their  deftru£kion ;  that  the  people  were  maflers  of 
the  king'S.  fate  when  the  aflembly  decreed  his  fufpenfion  ; 
that  the  people  were  mailers  of  their  own  lot,  and  had  re- 
fumed  the  exettife  of  their  right,  when,  on  the  formal  de- 
mand of  the  people,  the  aflembly  decreed  the  convocation 
of  a  national  convention ;  in  fine,  that  the  people  were 
abandoned  or  betrayed  by  all  their  delegates,  when  they 
were  obliged  to  cffed  their  own  deliverance :  what  do  y 
you  mean,  then,  by  that  dsgnified  charaBer  of  the  legijlative 
hdff  vfhkbjjaved  tke  empire^  and  that  indire£l  reproach 
againft  the  city  of  Paris,  for  having  reftrained  the  liberty 
of  the  aflembly,  when  it  is  obvious  that  all  the  decrees 
which  you  extol  were  produced  by  thofe  imperious  cir- 
cumftances  which  the  people  had  created  by  the  infurrec- 
don  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  ?  What  right  have  y6u  to  im- 
pute as  a  crime  to  the  commum  of  Paris  certain  petitions 
which  the  public  intereft  required,  which  were  adopted, 
almoft  without  exception,  by  the  aflembly  itfclf ;  petitions 
which  uttited  with  the  language  of  free  men,  the  rules  of 
decorum,  and  a  refpcA  even  for  the  (hadow  of  an  expiring 
reprefentation. 

It  was  not  the  commune  that  entered  into  afiate  of  rivaljbip 
with  the  affemt/y ;  but  certain  members  of  the  aflembly, 
your  Mentors,  who  were  defirous  to  deftroy  the  commune ; 
who,  on  the  very  morrow  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  began 
to  rally  all  the  enemies  of  the  revolution,  who,  from  diat 
moment,  caluminated  the  people  of  Paris  in  all  the  de- 
partmcnts,  who  laboured  inceflant^y  to  lull  or  to  deceive 
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the  legiflative  body,  that  it  might  become  the  inftrumeot 
of  their  pitiful  intrigues.  In  a  fortnight  afterwards, 
when  the  Pru(Eans  were  advancing  towards  Paris,  when 
the  commune^  to  the  found  of  the  tocfin  and  the  alarm 
gun,  aflembled  in  the  Champ-de^Mars  the  innumerable  in- 
habitants of  this  great  city,  what  were  Btifibt  and  his 
allies  about  ?  Caballing,  and  telling  lies.  What  was  Ro- 
land doing  ?  Polling  up  bills  againft  the  PariGans :  be 
wanted  to  take  flight,  with  the  executive  council,  the  king, 
and  the  aflembly.  To  flatter  thofe  who  have  endanger^ 
the  people,  to  defame  thofe  who  have  ferved  them,  what 
can  we  call  this  conduA,  but  doubly  to  betray  the  public 
caufc  ? 

Here,  I  confefs,  you  embarrafs  me  extremely.  How 
does  it  happen,  I  (hall  be  alked,  that  a  man  fo  praife- 
Worthy  in  the  republic,  as  Jerome  Pction,  can  have  rca- 
foned  and  written  in  fuch  a  manner  ?  I  befievc,  however, 
that  I  can  explain  the  matter,  by  means  which  you  yoar- 
fclf  have  furnifhed. 

•  The  mayor  of  Paris,  you  fay,  in  your  fpeech,  fpeaking 
of  thi&  difaftrous  epoch,  the  loth  of  Auguft,  v^as  no  Unger 
a  centre  of  union,  I  'was  continued  in  my  place  ;  tut  had  only 
an  empty  title,  Ifeldom  appeared  at  the  commune.  /  «imv 
not  informed  of  any  thing.  That  is  the  fa£l;  you  were  not 
there.  You  were  the  Crillon  of  the  lad  revolution.  But 
the  whole  truth  mud  be  told :  it  ivill,  at  fitft,  aftoniih 
thofe  who,  far  from  the  fcene  of  a£iion,  learn  the  hiRory 
of  France  in  Roland's  pamphlets,  and  in  the  journals  of 
Rcederer,  Gorfas,  and  other  writers  of  that  ilamp.  You 
will  not,  however,  deny  the  fa£is  I  am  about  to  unfold. 
You  will  ingenuoufly  confefs  that  you  did  all  in  your  power 
to  impede  the  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft.  Not 
that  you  are  inimical  to  liberty,  far  from  it :  but,  in  the 
firft  place,  you  are  naturally  unfufpicious,  and  could  not 
believe  in  the  confpiracies  of  the  court,  with* which,  we* 
were  be^iirt.  You  had  a  pitying  fmilc  for  thofe  who  men- 
tioned them  to  you  ;  fo  that  you  feparated  yourfelf  from 
'  the  patriots  of  the  committee  of  police,  who  did  believe  in 
them,  and  they  v/cre  obliged  to  difpenfe  with  your  figni* 
ture,  in  giving  orders  for  the  diftribution  of  ammunitioa 
to  the  federates. 

You  h.fd  already,  feveral  times,  rendered  the  incipient 
infurre£lion  abortive,  by  running  through  the  fe^iions 
and  the  fuburbs,  preaching  order  and  tranquillity.    You 
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had  fettered  the  courage  both  of  the  people  and  the  fede- 
rates.—-Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  than  this  con* 
du€ti  an  attempt  of  the  kind,  if  relinquiflicd,  delivered 
up  the  people  to  the  fword  of  tyranny.  Mean  time  the 
danger  became  more  urgent,  and  proofs  of  the  project 
framed  by  the  court  to  murder  the  patriots,  were  univerfal. 
The  revolutionary  dircftory  of  the  citizen  federates  had  • 
fixed  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Auguft  for  fupprt  fling  it. 
Your  ufual  prudence  led  you  to  exert  every  means  to  op- 
pofe  their  intention.  You  fpoke  to  all  men  of  the  neceflity 
of  remaining  calm  and  peaceful.  The  7th  of  Augufl,  I 
was  furprifed  by  a  vifit  from  the  Mayor  of  Paris  ;  it  was 
the  firft  time  of  my  being  fo  honoured,  though .  formerly 
extremely  intimate.  I  concluded  that  fome  great  motive 
had  brought  you :  you  harangued  to  me,  for  a  whole  hour, 
on  the  dangers  of  infurredion.  I  had  no  particular  in- 
fluence over  events :  but,  as  I  often  went  to  the  fociety 
of  friends  of  the  conditution,  where  the  members  of  the 
direftory  of  the  federates  habitually  went,  you  earncftly  . 
preflcd  me  to  preach  your  dodrine  in  that  fociety.  You 
told  me  it  would  be  neceflary  to  defer  refi  (lance  to  opprcf- 
fion,  until  the  aflembly  (houtd  have  pronounced  the  king's 
forfeiture  of  the  crown :  but,  at  the  fame  time,  leifure 
ipuft  be  allowed  for  the  difcuflion  of  this  great  quellion, 
will  all  poflible  premeditation.  You  could,  however,  offer 
no  fecurity  that  the  court  would  adjourn  their  proje£l  of 
cutting  our  throats,  for  fo  long  a  time  ns  ic  might  pleafe 
the  national  aflembly  to  adjqurn  the  king's  forfeiture ;  and 
it  was  well  known  that  at  that  time,  the  royalift  party 
predominated  in  the  aflembly ;  your  own  Briflbt,  himfclf, 
and  his  friends  had  pronounced  feveral  long  fpeeches,  the 
only  objed  of  which  was  to  prove,  that  the  difcufllon 
©ught  to  be  deferred,  and  deferred  without  end.  You 
even  know  how  much  their  equivocal  conduA  had  dif- 
gulled  the  public ;  who  perceived  that  their  projeA  was 
to  alarm  the  court  with  the  fear  of  an  infurre£lion,  ia 
order  to  fecure  the  return  to  office  the  minifters  of  their 
own  choofing.  I  myfelf  might  have  developed  thefe  royf-^ 
teries  ;  but  fuch  was  my  confldence  in  you,  and  fuch,  to 
fpeak  the  truth,  the  fentiments  of  fricndfhip,  which  your 
unexpe£led  condefcenfion  revived  in  my  heart,  that  I,  to 
a  certain  degree,  thought  you  in  the  right  j  but  the  people 
and  the  federates  judged  differently,  and  there  w^s  a  ge- 
D^ral  preparation  for  infurre£tion.     Your  9pinipns  ftill 

KK  4  biaUed 


504  APPENDIX,    Na.X. 

biafled  jonx  condud,  and  even  in  the  night  of  the  9th  ci 
Attguft,  at  the  moment  when  the  fedione  wete  all  veaKij 
to  march,  they  received  from  you  a  prefling  citcalar  letter^ 
m  which  you  conjored  them  to  remain  quiet*  What  a 
moment  to  give  fuch  advice  I  Some  appeared  incUned  to 
follow  it,  and  a  general  confultation  was  held.  The  fee- 
•  tion  du  Tie/ttre  Fra/ffois,  where  the  MarfeiUois  battaKoo 
refided,  had  acquired  a  great  afcendency,  by  the  courage 
which  it  had  conflantly  difpkyed.  Danton,  who  was  pre* 
fident  of  that  feftion,  rcjcfted  your  letter  with  the  energy 
which  he  always  has  exhibited  in  moments  of.  great  danger 
to  the  country  ;  the  tocfin  was  rung  in  all  quarters.  Bat 
all  thofe  who  were  going  to  devote  themfelves  in  the  casfe 
of  liberty  were  fenfible  that  their  eflForts  would  be  unavail- 
ing,  if  his  honor  the  mayor  came,  according  to  cu(h>m, 
to  thwart  their  operations,  and  to  relax  and  divide  the 
effcQ,  of  the  popular  force.  Citizens  of  Paris  and  fede* 
rates,  all  were  agreed  on  the  neceffity  of  one  preliminary 
ftep  of  infinite  prudence,  which  you  do  not  mention,  the 
objc£l  pf  which  was  to  put  it  out  of  your  power  to  renew 
your  pacific  operations  and  fermons :  you  were  confined 
by  order  of  the  people,  in  your  own  houfe,  under  the  ho- 
nourable pretence  of  infuring  your  fafety.  You  muft  re- 
colle£i,  that  on  the  morrow  of  the  i  ith  or  12th  of  Auguft, 
when  the  vi£lory  was  gained,  Briflbt  and  Guadet>  in  d&> 
fpair  at  the  turn  things  had  taken,  ioudly  vented  their 
choler  at  your  taMe,  in  prefcnce  of  many  witnefles ;  they 
openly  reprimaiuled  you  fqr  the  facility  with  which  yo« 
obeyed  the  will  of  the  pebple ;  Briflbt  even  carried  his 
familiarity  fo  far  as  to  accufe  you  of  cowardice ;  he 
charged  you,  at  leaft,  to  put  a  fpoke  in  the  wheel  of  die 
^evolution,  which  you  had  -been  unable  to  keep  ina^live ; 
and  you,  like  a  docile  pupili  appeared  the  next  daj  at  the 
commune^  to  announce  that  proje<Jl  of  a  convmittee  of  twenty- 
one,  fuggeiled  by  them,  and  which  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. 

I  do  not  mean  to  afTert  that  you  have  an  invincible 
antipat^y  for  popular  commotions,  or  that  your  zeal  for 
the,  public  tranquillity  admits  of  no  exception  \  but  you 
are  always  guided  by  the  fame  impulfe.  You  (hewed  as 
much  complaifance  for  the  riot  of  the  20th  of  June,  as  you 
difplayed  repugnance  to  the  infurreiiion  of  the  loth  of 
Augud.  What  could  occafion  this  contradi&ion  of  con« 
duft.    I  will  explain  it.    The  revolution  in  Aug^  was 
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expeded  to  produce  public  liberty  1  the  armed  proccffioa 
in  June>  tbe  recall  of  the  miniders  Claviere  and  Roland* 
The  CYeot  in  Auguft  was  provoked  by  the  neceffity  of  the 
public  welfare ;  that  in  June  by  the  artifices  of  intrigue* 
On  both  occafions,  the  citizens  were  guided  by  the  pureft 
motiTCS,  but  on  the  aoth  of  June  they  were  deceived. 
They  were  not  apprifed  Uiat  the  petition  prefented  in  their 
name  would  be  furreptitioufly  altered,  and  that,  to  the 
grand  obje£ls  of  national  welffire  which  fornncd  its  bads,  a 
dexterous  hand  would  fubjoin  a  demand  of  the  recall  o£ 
MeflVs.  Claviere  and  Roland.  While  the  throne  yet  con- 
tinued to  (land,  I  was  cautious  of  publifliing  my  opinion 
on  this  point ;  it  was  enough  for  patriots  to  know  that  the 
court  attempted  tp  turn  this  event  to  the  difadvantage  of 
liberty,  to  attempt  juftifying  it«  and  no  one  ftept  forward 
with  more  zeal  and  franknefs  than  myfelf  to  defend  yov^ 
againfl  all  the  perfecutions  to  which  it  gave  rife,  fiut  at  this 
day  it  is  of  ufe  that  I  (bould  freely  publifli  my  real  opinion. 
Beiides,  the  intriguers  who  furrounded  you  preferred  the 
kind  of  infttrre£tion  which  took  place  in  the  20th  of  June, 
as  tending  to  reftore  them  to  office.  Thus,  though  it  was 
publicly  announced  for  eight  days,  though  their  emifla- 
ries  publicly  ran  about  the  fuburbs,  and  even  complained 
cf  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  efforts,  you  took  no  ftep  to  pre- 
vent them.  You  might  have  done  it.  with  much  nK>re  fa- 
cility than  you  retarded  the  general  iufurre£iion  againll 
tyranny.  Even  the  court  was  not  difpleafed,  as  your  party 
ntrni(hed  a  pretence  for  calumniating  the  popular  caufe^ 
good  citizens,  only,  publicly  oppofed  the  infurre£tion.  The 
day  before  it  took  place  I  met  Chabot,  who,  like  myfelf 
faw  with  uneaiine&  the  miferable  manoeuvre  which  was 
in  preparation.  I  advifed  him  to  repair  to  the  fauxbourg 
St.  Antoinc,  where  the  petitioners  were  aflembfed,  to  en* 
lighten  them  with  refpe£t  to  the  nature  of  this  proceeding; 
he  harangued  the  people  in  the  church  of  the  ^inzt" 
Vingts.  He  was  too  late,  and  his  civic  homily  was  cut 
ihort  by  thcfe  words,  pronounced  in  the  prefence  of  three 
thoufand  perfons :  "  We  are  fecurc  of  Petion :  It  is 
<<  Fetion's  order :  Petion  is  on  our  fide.''  It  was  fortunate 
for  you  on  this  occafion  that  yoa  were  attacked  by  the 
enemies  of  the  people,  and  defended  by  thofe  very  pa- 
triots, who  internally  blamed  your  condu6^  ^  for  you  had 
ferioufiy  endangered  your  reputation  for  prudence  and  in- 
tegrity \  and  however  wrong  the  dire£tory  who  perfecuted 
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70U  might  be  in  their  motives  and  mesins,  it  is  certain 
they  were  but  too  much  in  the  right  as  to  certain  fads  ; 
and  however  conftitutional  Camus  might  feem,in  an  opinion 
which  he  publiflied  againft  you,  which  I  was  far  from  ap*' 
proving,  at  leaft  he  was  not  in  the  wrong  when  he  accufed 
you,  very  ungctiteely  to  be  fure,  of  having  lied  to  the  public, 
and  to  the  Tegiflative  afTembly,  In  the  account  you  gave 
them  of  your  conduct  in  this  particular.  The  people  alone 
was  in  the  right.  Neither  you  nor  your  adverfaries  were 
exempt  from  blame :  yet  this  was  one  of  the  principal 
foorccs  of  your  popularity. 

The  court  daily  laboured  to  augment  it  by  their  abfurd 
attacks,  and  by  their  plots.  The  intriguers,  calling  them* 
felves  patriots,  who  looked  on  your  popularity  as  their 
patrimony,  fwelled  it  by  all  the  great  means  then  at  their 
difpofal.  The  real  friends  of  the  country  fupported  it 
with  all  their  powers.  The  thick-headed  Louis  XVI. 
thoiieht  he  faw  a  rival  in  the  Jacobin  mayor  of  Paris ; 
but  Cxfar,  on  contemplating,  your  countenance,  dilated 
with  an  eternal  fmile,  would  have  faid,  <<  This  is  not  the 
*<  man  who  will  tear  the  empire  from  me/'  The  day  of 
the  federation  arrived,  and  the  armed  citizens  came  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  to  offer  to  you  the  homage  of  public 
efteem.  You  were  the  hero  of  the  federation  in  1 792,  as  la 
Fayette  was  in  1790,  but  la  Fayette's  adorers  were  flaves; 
your  partifans  were  free  men ;  the  applaufes  they  were  pleaf- 
ed  to  lavifii  on  you,  turned  to  execrations  which  they  level- 
led againft  the^tyrant.  Your  glory  was  pure  as  the  heart  of 
Eatriorifm,  or  as  the  love  of  liberty.  How  eafy  would  it 
ave  been  to  you  to  aflure  for  ever  the  happinels  of  yoar 
country,  and  with  the  fame  blow  to  deftroy  both  defpotifm 
and  intrigue.  But,  far  from  fufiering  yourfelf,  even  for  a 
moment,  to  be  led  away  by  the  glorious  deftiny  of  France, 
you  employed  yourfelf  only  in  arrefting  its  progrefs.  From 
that  day  you  have  been  continually  retreating  towards  that 
miferable  fyftcm  of  intrigue,  in  which  you  were  girt  by 
that  petty  ambitious  fa£lion  which  beict  you. 

Such  are  the  unfortunate  circumftances  which  have 
foured  you,  my  dear  Petion,  even  without  your  knowledge, 
againft  the  laft  revolution,  and  even  againft  the  city  of 
Paris.  Anger,  fometimes,  entered  into  celeftial  minds; 
and  anger  has  placed  in  your  hands  the  arrows  which  joa 
let  fly  againft  the  electoral  afiembly  of  the  department  of 
Paris. 

You 
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You  pcrfuadcd  yourfclf  that  you  had  grounds  of  com- 
plaint  againft  that  afiemUy,  becaufe  you  were  only  nomi- 
nated as  a  deputy  to  the  convention  on  the  fecond  fcrutiny. 
O  human  weakncfs  ?  you  could  not  even  for  a  moment 
difguife  your  chagrin ;  and  rather  than  be  affronted  by  the 
priority  of  another  citizen,  you  preferred  being  chofen  third 
at  Chartres,  to  being  fecond  at  Paris ;  and  on  the  very  next 
day,  at  the  opening  of  the  fitting,  you  eagerly  declared  to 
the  eledoral  affcmbly,  that  you  would  not  be  deputy  for 
the  department  of  Paris ;  you  fhunned  the  aflembly  from 
that  moment,  as  before  you  had  fhunned  the  cammunt. 
Tet  you  repeat  all  the  calumnious  akfurdities  heaped  on 
that  body  by  difappointed  ftupid  intriguers.  I  am  again 
obliged  to  refer  you  to  my  anfwer  to  Louvet,  whom  yon 
have  weakly  and  imperfe£kly  copied. 

But  what  have  the  Jacobins  done  to  you  ?  What  could 
be  your  inducement  to  poft  that  ftrange  placard?  Was  it 
the  fervices  they  have  rendered  their  country,  and  the  great 
influence  they  alfo  had  in  bringing  about  the  laft  Irevolu- 
tion  i  Does  this  Gngle  crime  efface,  in  your  judgment,  aU 
the  benefits  for  which  you  were  yourfelf  indebted  to  the 
patriots  who  people  this  immortal  city  ? 

/  m  longer  retain  the  fame  influence  over  events  ^  you  con- 
tinually exclaim  in  a  plaintive  tone ;  time  ivilljbew  whether 
that  circum/lance  has  heen  beneficial  or  injurious  to  Paris  and 
the  welfare  of  its  inhabitants.  Is  this  meant  as  a  threat  ? 
Are  you  determined  to  punifh  us  ?  Does  only  a  remnant  of 
pity  plead  in  your  breaft  in  favor  of  Paris  ?  Why  then  do 
you  not  undertake  her  defence  againft  the  bafe  perfecutions 
of  her  daftardly  enemies  ?    . 

/  have  more  than  once  faved  Paris  /  and  I  have  fpared  the 
Hood  of  the  people. 

Who  is  the  man  that  can  deliberately  rank  among  the 
fervices  which  he  has  rendered  to  the  people,  that  of  not 
ordering,  them  to  be  aflaffinated  ?  If  a  general  boaftsy  that 
by  ordering  a  ceffation  of  carnage,  he  has  fpared  human 
blood,  I  can  concelVe  him  :  but  what  affinity  is  there  be- 
tween the  fundions  of  a  mayor,  and  the  maflacre  of  citi- 
zens ?  Are  the  friends  of  humanity  to  eftimate  their  civil 
virtues  by  a  contraft  with  the  monftrous  exceffes  of  tyranny  ? 
But  by  what  right  could  Petion  command  the  murder  of 
the  people  who  protefted  him ;  of  the  people  who,  on  the 
20th  of  June,  might  have  exclaimed,  *^  It  is  you  and 
4f  your  party  who  have  led  us  to  flaughter.'* 

Ihave 
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/  have  more  than  9nce  fofved  Paris  /-^before  the  i  oth  of 
Augufty)  It  18  certain  chat  many  heroic  anions  are  ftiB 
(hrouded  in  darknefs,  but  pray  inform  us  exaflly  ho^  wmhj 
times  you  faved  the  country,  and  we  will  creft  to  you,  at 
leaft,  an  equal  number  of  ftatues.  The  gratitudiC  of  the 
whole  huntan  race  has  confecrated  the  names  of  thofe 
who  have  only  once  favcd  liberty,  what  (hould  we  do'  for 
the  man  to  whom  this  fort  of  tranfa£lions  is  fo'  familiar 
that  he  does  not  even  condefcend  to  enumerate  them? 

/  havefaved  R$befpierre  himfelffrom  perfecutimy  hj  attmcb* 
ing  m^felf  to  bis  lot*  What  a  combination  !  After  fo  great  • 
an  a&ion,  what  need  can  there  be  to  recite  one  fo  indif- 
ferent ?  It  would  not  claim  difcuffion  but  for  the  imports 
ance  you  annex  to  it.  You  are  defirous  to  recur  to  that 
honorable  period  of  your  life,  when,  during  the  revifion  of 
the  conftitution,  you,  with  a  few  of  your  colleagues,  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  a  faithful  reprefentative.  By  whom 
was  I  then  perfccuted  ?  By  la  Fayette  and  his  fa^ion,  as 
I  now  am  by  the  faf^ions  which  fuccccded  them.  For 
what  caufe  was  I  perfccuted,  but  the  caufe  of  liberty  ?  And 
why  were  you  not  alfo  perfecutcd,  yourfelf  ?  Whj  do  yom 
aflume  that  you  attached  yourfelf  to  my  lot,  rather  thaa 
that  I  attached  myfelf  to  yours  ?  What  do  I  fay  ?  Why 
<  is  it  faid  that  you  were  attached  to  me,  rather  than  to  the 

country,  or,  at  lead,  to  your  own  honor  ?  And  how  could 
you  imagine  that  your  proteAion  availed  me  mote  than 
the  public  intereft,  and  the  facred  caufe  which  I  had  ef- 
poufed  ? 

But  admitting  that  you  have  faved  us  all ;  would  diis 
great  kindnefs  give  you  a  right  to  deftroy  us,  or  even  to 
calumniate  a  fingle  individual  ?  The  vilcft  infed  revolts 
againft  the  man  who  attempts  to  cru(h  him ;  and  I  againft 
Jerome  Petlon,  as  well  in  my  own  name,  as  in  the  name 
of  all  good  citizens  againft  whom  he  declares  war.  What 
a  moment  have  you  felefted  for  your  attack?  I  had,  in 
oppolition  to  calumny,  juft  gained  a  vi£lory,  an  eafy 
viftory,  in  which  I  was  far  from  exulting.  You  fccretly 
came  to  the  field,  armed  cap-a-pie,  but  the  rapidity  of  m 
combat  was  fuch,  that  you  had  not  time  to  draw  your- 
fword,  and  at  the  moment  when  I  was  peaceably  retreat- 
ing from  the  field  of  battle,  you  came  and  afiaulted  me  in 
the  rear. 

You  could  not  then  refolve  to  return  into  your  portfolio 
your  difaial  fpccch. '  The  dircftors  of  your  political  con- 

8  fcieoce 
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fdence  gave  you  to  undcrftand  that  the  credit  of  the  party 
t^as  too  cruelly  endangered,  by  fo  {hameful  a  check,  that 
your  civic  chef'cTosuvre  alone  could  repair  it,  and  you  de- 
livered it  to  tnc  printer.  Bat  as  it  undoubtedly  forms  one 
of  the  principles  of  the  coterie  •,  that  all  means  are  legi- 
timate which  tend  to  promote  the  good  caufc,  you  thought 
k  your  duty  to  prepare  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  fagacious 
manoeuvre,  by  a  pofting-bill  againft  the  Jacobins,  in  which 
you  fend  forth  a  Iharpened  arrow  againft  me,*  The  refult 
was,  a  decree  from  the  direftory  of  mayoralty,  confirmed 
by  that  of  the  miniftcr  of  the  interior,  importing  that  the 
above-mentioned  pofting-bill  ftiall  be  printed  at  the  end  of 
Jerome  Petion's  fpeech  5  that  nioft  honorable  mention  fliall 
be  made  of  both  by  all  the  public  news-writers,  and  tliat 
they  (hall  be  diftributed  to  all  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  to 
all  the  municipalities-throughout  the  republic,  to  all  reflors, 
and  clergymen.  The  virtuous  Roland  ought  honeftly  to 
inform  the  committee  of  finance,  how  much  this  new  dif- 
tribution  will  coft  the  republic:  he* might  alfo  tell  us, 
whether  thofe  who  ftop  the  juftificatory  publications  at  the 
poft-ofEce,  when  they  are  fent  to  the  departments  by  order 
of  the  commune^  and  franked  by  the  mayor,  are  more  cau- 
tious with  refpefl  to  covers  franked  by  the  minifter.  Can 
it  be  juft,  my  dear  Petion,  to  attack  us  with  fuch  unequal 
arms  ?  Your  want  of  generofity  is  the  more  confpicuous 
in  this  refpeft,  that  you  are  emboldened  to  the  combat  by 
an  opinion  which  you  entertain,    that  your  name  alone  ' 

will  rive  to  your  affertions  the  authority  of  a  demonftrativc 
proof,  as  you  yourfelf  infinuatc  in  your  preface.  Thus 
am  I,  without  appeal,  attainted  and  convi^ed,  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  eighty- three  departments,  of  all  the  ab- 
furdities  and  all  the  vices  which  you  impute  to  me.  Fot 
I  have  not  even  a  right  to  anfwcr  you.  Did  I  ever  difputc 
your  right  of  printing  every  day,  and  even  of  pofting  your 
virtues,  when  no  man  was  employed  in  difcufling  them  ?  And 
againft  me,  who  never  juftified  myfelf,  but  in  defence  of 
my  life,  you  have  pafled  a  law,  by  which  I  cannot  repel 
your  calumnies,  without  proving,  by  that  fingle  aft,  an 
cxcefs  of  vanity.  Suffer  at  leaft,  a  word  of  animadverfion 
on  'the  abufe  you  make  of  this  ftrange  privilege.  In  fa£l, 
it  is  too  much  to  arrogate  a  right  of  loudly  accufing  me  of 

•  Alluding  to  the  meetings  held  by  the  Briflutines  at  madame  Ro- 
laod*». 

cowardice. 
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cowardice,  of  pofting  that  you  faw  me  trembling.  And 
when  ?  At  the  very  time  when  la  Fayette  was  profcrib- 
ing  the  patriots;  the  day  when  with  thirty  individuals, 
among  whom  you  were  not,  I  remained  at  the  Jacobin 
club,  furrounded  by  CatelHtes,  while  the  blood  of  patriots, 
which  he  had  recently  (bed,  was  dill  dreaming ;  at  that 
time  when  I  obftinately  defended  that  tutelary  inftitution 
of  liberty  againft  the  formidable  fa£tion  which  governed 
the  conftitutnt  aflembly.  They  trembled  then,  in  your 
opinion,  all  thofe  who  denounced  that  h£kion,  in  the 
midil  of  its  guilty  fuccefs,  and  who  never  ceafed  their 
ftruggle  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  which  that  fa^on 
had  profcribed. 

But  for  what  purpofe  do  you  thus  cavil  at  my  condud 
in  the  condituent  aflembly  ?  You  pretend  to  explain  your- 
felf  on  the  accufatlon  againft  me  for  afpiring  to  the  dida- 
tor(hip,  which  you  acknowledge  to  be  a  calumny.  What 
then  was  left  for  you  to  fay  r    You  were  prccifely  em- 

{iloyed  to  come  to  t\^  relief  of  iLouvet,  whofe  defeat  was 
brefeen,  though  it  was  not  expe£ted  to  be  fo  fpeedy.  Your 
commiflion  was  to  make  a  digreffion  on  my  general  cha- 
racter i  and  as  it  is  well  known  that,  in  the  eyes  of  frivo- 
lous men,  abfurdities  and  errors  are  more  degrading  than 
vices,  you  have  dcpi£ied  me  captious,  morofe>  and  atra- 
bilious. Thofe  who  direded  you  knew,  by  inftinCt,  that 
the  only  refource  of  intrigue  was  to  hold  up,  beforehand, 
to  the  public  opinion,  thofe  who  might  unmaflc  them,  as 
fu/pici9USf  vifionary  beings^  ever  ready  to  denounce  rajhly  ;  men 
of  gloomy  imaginations,  who  every  where  fee  chimeras^  prea» 
pices,  plots f  and  mongers  /  and  moreover,  vain,  ambitious,  and 

dejirom  of  making  court  to  the  people. Very  well,   my 

dear  Pction,  nothing  can  be  better  conceived  than  to  com- 
pare the  people  to  kings,  and  the  friends  of  liberty  to 
courtiers ;  for  if  this  opinion  prevails,  a  vaft  field  lies 
open  to  thofe  political  iharpers,  who  do  not  flatter  the 
people,  but  who  plunder  them,  and  cut  their  throats. 
And,  in  faft,  fo  many  pay  their  court  to  kings  or  to  mi- 
nifters,  the  depofltaries  of  the  public  power  and  wealth, 
that  they  may  eafily  hope  for  pardon  who  court  the  people, 
by  defending  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  humanity  \  for  I 
call  you  yourfelf  to  witncfs  that  fuch  arc  the  only  means 
by  which  they  can  be  flattered. 

As  for  men  of  gloomy  imaginations,  I  muft  do  you  the 
juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  you  were  ever  exempt  from 

that 
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that  fault.  I  am  a  witnefs  that  you  never  beliered  in  any 
plot  againft  the  (late,  till  after  it  was  executed.  I  am  a 
witnefs,  that  till  the  day  of  the  Champ^de-MarSf  you  call 
an  eye  of  pity  on  thofe  who  fpokc  ill  of  la  Fayette ;  that, 
eren  after  that  period,  you  never  ceafed  to  put  a  favour- 
able interpretation  on  his  intentions*  I  am  a  witnefs,  that 
when  the  fa£iion,  of  which  he  was  at  the  head,  named^ 
in  the  conftituent  aiTembly,  commiffioners  to  go  and  meet 
Louis  XVI.  in  his  return  from  Varcnnes,  they  caft  their 
eyes  on  you,  as  the  lead  dangerous  of  all  the  patriots^ 
and  as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  joined  with  Barnave,  and  la 
Tour  Maubourg.  I  am  witnefs,  that  after  la  Fayette  had 
afiumed  the  command  of  the  armies,  you,  on  an  hundred 
occafions,  guaranteed  his  innocence,  and  faid  to  every  one 
who  would  give  you  a  hearing  \  "  La  Fayette  is  on  our 
*<  fide.*'  I  further  atteft,  that  you  fpoke  of  the  Patriot  Nar*, 
bonney  and  of  the  Patriot  MontefquieUf  with  peculiar  vene- 
ration, precifely  in  the  fame  terms  as  the  Chroniquej  and 
the  Patriote  Frarifois.  In  a  word,  I  atteft,  that  there  is 
hardly  a  man  at  this  day  accufed  as  a  traitor  to  the  coun- 
try, to  whom  you  have  not  delivered  a  fimilar  brevet  of 
patriotifm. 

I  will  pafs  my  word  for  you,  that  far  from  being 
troublefome,  miftruflful,  and  melancholy,  you  are  the  man 
of  all  others  whofe  blood  flows  moft  placidly,  whofe  heart 
is  leaft  agitated  by  the  fpc£tacle  of  human  perfidy,  and 
whofe  philofophy  moft  patiently  endures  the  miferies  of 
others. 

For  myfelf,  I  acknowledge  my  faults ;  and  though,  ac- 
cording to  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  have  the  beft  means 
of  judging,  I  am  no  lefs  eafy,  and  unfufpicious  in  private 
life  than  you  think  me  miftruftful  in  public  affairs  \ 
though  you  have  long  experienced  this  truth,  and  my 
friendOiip  for  you  exifted  long  after   the  date  of  thofe  • 

proceedings  which  were  moft  offenfivx:  to  my  principles,  I 
own,  to  my  (hame,  that  I  have  the  weaknefs  ftill  to  be- 
lieve in  the  exiftence  of  fatal  intrigues,  which  you  perhaps 
will  guefs  at,  when  all  France  is  facrificed  to  thern^ 

But  you,  who  but  a  fortnight  before  the  revolution  of 
the  10th  of  Auguft,  of  your  own  fpontaneous  motion, 
had  the  turpitude  to  go  to  the  king  ;  we  know  not  whe- 
ther it  was  to  convert  him  or  to  juftify  yourfclf ;  you  who, 
on  the  very  eve  of  the  infurrcdion,  went,  in  all  fimpHcity, 
to  range  in  that  royal  forcft,  to  expofe  Jerome  Perion  to 

the 
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the  derifioii  of  Herod's  court,  you  v^o  could  not  bdieve 
that  there  was  fo  much  wickednefs,  eren  io  a  court,  how 
can  you  dill  be  fo  unrelenting  towards  diofe  who,  on  cer- 
tain occafions,  hare  proved  that  tfaek  folly  was  more 
ieafonable  than  your  wifdom  ?  Does  your  kind*heartednefs 
extend  only  to  mountebanks  and  tyrants  ?  Is  it  a  law  in 
nature  that  minds  diftinguHhed  by  apathy  hate  thofe  pof^ 
fcfftd  of  ardour  and  energy  ?  This  is  certain,  that  I  aU 
ways  thought  I  perceived  in  you  kfs  kindnefs  for  the 
ebullitions  of  patriotifm,  than  for  the  excefles  of  arrfto- 
cracy.  For  example,  I  have  feen  you  Icfs  prepoflefled 
againft  la  Fayette,  than  againft  Danton  ;  kfs  angry  with 
the  court  at  Coblentz,  than  with  the  Jacobin  club. 

Tou  indemnify  yourfclf,  however,  for  the  pain  you  ex- 
perience in  accufing  fo  many  perfons ;  you  lay  down  the 
.cenfor's  rod,  to  aiume  the  panegyn(t*8  cenfer.  It  is  not 
neceCary  for  me  to  (ay  in  whofe  favour ;  your  remnant  cf 
popularity  was  not  to  be  expended  for  the  fole  purpofi:  of 
defaming  Paris  and  tht  Jacobins ;  it  was  alfo  to  revive  die 
credit  of  a  fadion  trembling  for  itfelf. 

Tou  dogmatically  afTure  us  that  you  know  not  of  t 
BriiTotine  fa£lion ;  tliat  Briflbt,  of  all  men  in  the  world, 
is  the  lead  proper  to  be  the  head  of  a  party.  Tou  aflert  it 
in  your  pofting-bill,  yon  repeat  it  in  your  fpeech.  And 
what  does  it  fignify  i  It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  enter 
into  a  difcuflion  of  Briflbt's  character.  Who  ever  iaid 
that  he  was  the  head  of  a  party  ? 

I  have  not  yet  feen  among  us  a  re^l  head  of  a  party; 
even  la  Fayette  was  not  to  be  conGdered  in  that  light ;  he 
was  an  agent  for  the  king  ;  his  only  aim  was,  fo  be  the 
moft  powerful  man  in  the  court  of  Louis  XVI.  In  France, 
and  in  a  revolution,  the  object  of  which  is  not  to  fubftitute 
one  tyranny  for  another,  but  to  reftore  the  reign  of  juflice 
•  and  equality,  heads  of  parties  can  only  be  petty  knaves, 

without  either  courage  or  genius.  Now,  thefe  kind  of 
flien  can  eafily  plunder,  ruin,  and  tear  the  ftate  to  pieces: 
that  is  the  moft  eafy  of  all  trades,  but  they  can  never  eo- 
flave  us.  Two  powerful  obftacles  will  always  oppofe  that 
undertaking,  their  mediocrity,  and  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
(people. 

As  for  your  Briflbt,  (ince  you  will  return  to  the  fubjedy 
does  it  follow,  becaufe  his  name  is  become  the  root  of  a 
new  conjugation,  that  the  public  look  up  to  him  as  the 
head*  of  a  party  ?   Efcobar  poflefled  the  fame  honour,  and 

yet 
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ytt  he  was  nothing  but  a  Jefuit.  If  father  Briflbt  was  ac- 
knowledged generaliflimo  of  all  the  Briflbtines  in  the  re- 
public, he  would  certainly  be  the  mod  formidable  power 
in  Eiirc^.  You  have  repeated  to  me  twenty  times,  that 
Brifl|bt  was  a  mere  child,  and  that  is  a  cant  word  of  the  co- 
terie, when  they  wifh  to  foften  down  certain  frauds,  fome- 
what  too  glaring,  with  which  he  is  reproached  :  they  even 
pretend  that  he  is  not  difpleafed  at  being  thus  exhibited, 
juft  as  Sixtus  Quintus  fometimcs  affected  simplicity, 
fometimes  pretended  to  be  ill.  You  will  however  give 
me  leave  to  confider  him  as  a  perverfe  child;  but  as  I 
am  unwilling  to  undertake  the  talk  of  corrcfting  him, 
permit  me  to  leave  him  to  the  public.  Clootz,  who 
judges  him  with  great  forbearance,  fays,  in  his  in- 
genious and  inftruflive  opinion.  To  contemplnte  his  in- 
din f}  proceedings y  his  lies ^  &c.  &c.  one  ivotdd  think  he  Hvas 
in  the  pay  of  the  enemies  of  France y  and  of  the  human  race  ; 
and  I,  ftill  more  forbearing,  confider  him  only  as  one  of 
the  moft  extenfive  mercantile  agents  in' Europe.  If  the 
public  form  a  more  uncharitable  opinion,  make  your  com- 
plaint to  them  :  and  as  you  complain  of  the  general  blinds 
fiefs  on  that  fubjeHj  be  you  the  operator  to  remove  the 
cataraft  which  deprives  them  of  the  fight  of  fo  many  vir^ 
tues.  Do  not  difdain  to  enlighten  th^fe  whom  you  have 
faved.  Briflbt,  you  fay,  has  knowledge  and  genius.  Be  it 
fo.  We  are  even  credibly  informed,  that  he  has  M'ritten 
fome  large  books  :  he  is,  at  leail,  a  revolutionary  Dacicr, 
and  a  political  Scudery.  Clootz  alfo  pretends,  that  he 
does  not  carry  liis  head  a  jot  higher  than  he  did  ten  years 
ago.  Now,  1  cannot  fay  whether,  ten  years  ago,  he  held 
his  head  very  high.  But  again,  what  does  all  this  fignify  ? 
Wc  might  both  of  us  have  avoided  this  difcufiion.  You 
yottrfdf  ought  not  to  have  begun  it.  BriiTot,  extolled  by 
you,  feems  to  be  praifing  himfelf.  The  pupil  is  not  con- 
fuUed  rtfpe£Jing  the  capacity  of  his  mailer,  or  the  lover 
on  the  charms  of  his  miftrefs-  Was  Orgon  a  competent 
judge  of  the  charaflcr  of  Tartuffe  ?  How  many  were  the 
proofs  requifite  for  the  difenchanting  of  the  credulous  man  ? 
and  proof  of  what  a  nature  !  Nothing  lefs  than  qn  Elmira 
cin  cfFeft  fi^ch  a  prodigy.  Lepauwf  homme^  is  the  conftant 
anfwer  he  gives  to  every  argument :  and  fimi)arly  at  your 
houfe,  every  one  continually  repeated  LepdtdvrelTarville*. 

In 

•    Robefpierre  alludes   to    Moliere's  comedy   called   Tartuffe.    on 

rimpofteur,  Th«  mdeariug  tendernefs  of  the  French  exciaooationt  Lt 

VOL.  lU  LL  pOMcrt 
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la  vain  you  deny  this  difgraceful  fabje^Hon,  the  yctj 
cflTorts  you  make  to  repel  the  fufpicion  only  confirm  it. 
Why  do  you  always  begin  your  fpeeches  with  this  exor- 
dium: Never  did  man  in  place  think  and  aB  for  bimfelf  fi 
mtuh  as  1  ?  Why,  in  the  preface  to  the  fpeech  we  are  dif- 
cuflin^y  are  you  fo  folicitous  to  Inform  your  readers,  that 
in  order  to  compofe  it  you  retired  wthin  jourfeif:  you  vferg 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  friend/hip ;  and  had  no  commumcmtwt  mib 
any  p^rfon  nobomfoever.  Is  an  suithor  obliged  to  prove  that 
he  put  himfclf  in  clofe  confinement  to  compofe  his  books  I 
And  are  not  fuch  oratorical  piiecautions  fomcwhat  fuf{H- 


cious 
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Befides,  your  whole  fpeech  proves,  that  nothing  In  ^t 
belongs  to  you,  except  perhaps,  the  colouring,  and  the 
ftyle:  but  the  thoughts,  the  principles,  the  moral,  the 
aim,  the  Bioment  of  publication,  the  vague  accufations, 
the  declamations  unfupported  by  proof,  the  malignant  in- 
finuations,  the  equivocal  tone,  the  crafty  windings,  grofs 
contradiflioDs,  even  the  political  abfurdities,  the  mixture 
of  Gmplicity  and  art,  of  moderation,  and  rooted  nialice  ; 
thofe  exhortations  to  peace,  immediately  followed  by  thofe 
infidious  refle<Sions  which  revive  dormant  prejudices,  thofe 
farcafms  by  which  that  difcord  is  renewed  which  feemed 
at  .an  end,  and  the  poiling-bill  paded  on  our  walls  \  all 
thefe  things  ar^  not  your  own.  You  calumniate  yourfelf 
when  you  pretend  that  you  are  led  by  nobcdy.  Perhaps 
you  even  believe  it  \  but  I  will  take  my  oath  you  are 
quite  niidaken.  Do  people  know  when  they  are  led? 
Only  obferve  what  paiTes  on  our  theatres :  when  a  dexter- 
ous chambermaid,  or  an*  intriguing  valet,  leads  a  Geronte, 
or  an-Orgon,  as  it  were  in  leading- (Irings:  don't  you  fee 
with  what  art  the  rogues  extol  the  wonderful  wifdom 
und  incredible  firmnefs  of  the  poor  man,  while  he,  in 
the  midft  of  their  noify  joy,  cries,  *'  Oh  I  am  very  certain 
that  1  am  not  a  man  to  be  led,  and  if  there  is  a  fteady 
head  in  France,  I  warrant  it  is  this  on  my  (boulders.*' 

^l4ke  proper  allowances  for  the  exaggeration  neceflary 
in  the  dramatic  art,  and  above  all  for  your  great  merits^ 
and  I  wogid  almoll  venture  to  affirm  that  there  is  in  this 
portrait  fome  rcfemblancc  of  yourfelf.  For  example,  in 
the  month  pf  January  lall,  when  a  new  admlniifaration  was 

fmnvre  h  mmf,  IS  npt  adequately  conveyed  by  th;  £ngU(h  expreffioo, 

I Z  formed. 
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formed^  I  faw  that  you  were  in  the  firm  convi£^ion  thdt 
it  was  you  who  bad  chofen  them.  When  I  aiked  you»  if 
that  mea{ure  of  the  court  did  not  ftrike  you  as. a  little 
fofpicious ;  you  anfwered,  with  an  air  of  extraordinary 
fatisfiaftioni  <<  Oh  if  you  did  but  know  what  I  know  !  If 
you  knew  who  it  was  that  pointed  them  out/'  I  per- 
ceived your  meaning,  and  laughing  at  your  credulity,  faid 
••  it  was  you,  perhaps;"  on  which,  rubbing  your  hands 
together^  you  gave  an  aflenting  hem  !  hem  I  It  was  in  vain 
that  you  perfifted  in  afluring  me  the  fzGt  was  fo.  I  had 
too  fincere  an  cftecm  for  you  to  fuppofe  that  you  had  fuf- 
ficient  credit  with  Louis  XVL  and  his  courtiers,  to  form 
m  miniftry.  But  I  will  inform  you  by  what  means  you 
perfuaded  yourfelf  that  you  had  created  thefe  minifters. 
When  Briflbt,  and  certain  patriots  of  the  fame  (lamp  in 
the  legiflative  aflembly,  in  concert  with  Narbonne,  by 
the  confent  of  la  Fayette,  and  the  intervention  of  certain 
women^  fuch  ae  the  baronefs  de  Stael,  and  the  marchionefs 
4e  Condorcet,  had  made  all  the  arrangements,  and  the 
whole  tranfadion  was  fettled,  Briflbt  came  to  you  and 
fiiid,  «<  Whom  fliall  we  appoint  minifters  ?  Roland,  Cla- 
**  vicre,— they  are  good  men  !  do  you  approve  of  them  ?— 
**  Eh— egad,  yes ! — Roland,  Clavicre— Oh  that  would  be  ; 

♦«  charming  i  let  them  be  appointed  by  all  means  ;''<~and 
then  you  thought  you  had  formed  the  adminiftration. 

When  thefe  minifters  were  thruft  out  by  another  faction, 
the  fame  men  dexteroufly  availed  themfelves  of  your  po« 
pularity  to  obtain  their  recall.  Thus  originated  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  20th  of  June ;  you  perfevered  with  firmnefg 
towards  that  objed,  but  you  carried  your  views  no  farther, 
becaufe  your  leaders  did  not  wi(h  that  you  fhould  go  far* 
ther.  The  torrent  which  fubvSrted  the  throne,  deranged 
their  real  projects;  and  their  only  confolation  for  the  eventt 
of  the  lothot  Auguft  was,  that  they  were  enabled  to  recall 
Roland  and  Claviere.  They  wifli,  under  the  name  of  thefe 
two  minifters,  to  reign  for  ever;  t6  efFed  which,  the^ 
muft  enflave  the  people ;  divide  the  convention,  in  order 
to  govern  it,  and  perfecute  the  ^friends  of  liberty.  Hence 
mrile  all  their  intrigues,  all  th^ir  calumnies,  all  their  crimes, 
their  alliance  with  the  old  partifans  of  royalty  and  arifto^ 
cracy.  You  fufpeft  nothing  of  this,  and  you  ftill  remaiA 
with  them^  became  you  are  accuftomed  to  follow  where* 
ever  they  lead  you.  They  have  already  led  you  far 
teougbi  md  I  am  arfndd  wj  vxU  letd  you  ffill  farther 
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aftray.  Redeft  on  yourfelf,  if  it  be  poflible^  and  cxa« 
mine  how  heavy  the  conditions,  by  which  you  are  boiwd  to 
them,  hang  on  you. 

I  own  that  you  are,  in  fome  degree,  obliged  to  them ; 
they  have  materially  accelerated  the  maturity  of  your  re- 
putation ;  cried  up  in  all  the  journals  which  were  at  their 
difpofal,  you  were  a  deity  to  all  who  took  thofe  joumak 
for  oracles.     In  a  diftant  view  fpots  are  not  difcemed,  the 
fprings  of  political  events  are  not  perceived  5  and  you  per- 
haps arc  the  only  inftance  among  the  defenders  of  liberty, 
throughout  the  world,  of  a  man  who  has  enjoyed  the  ple- 
nitude of  his  glory.     You  ought,   however,  ^o  miftruft 
your  good  fortune,  RoufTeau  will  inform  you,  that  a  real 
llatefman  fows  in  one  century,  and  reaps  in  the  fucceeding 
ages.    Read  hidory,  and  you  will  find  that  the  benefa£tors 
of  the   human  race  were  its  martyrs.      Agis  was  con- 
demned by  the  Ephori,  for  his  attempt  to  revive  the  laws 
of  Lycurgus ;  Cato  plunged  the  dagger  in  his  own  entrails  i 
the  younger  Brutus  was  obliged  to  deftroy  himfelf,  after 
having  killed  the  tyrant ;  the  fon  of  Marius  expired  under 
the  fword  of  tyranny  \   Socrates  drank  hemlock  5  Sydney 
died  on  a  fcaffbld  \  but  Petion,  in  an  inftant,  found  him- 
-ff  If  loaded  with  the  honors  recently  lavifhed  on  la  Fayette. 
Had  you  fought  to  fathom  the  caufes  of  this  phenomenon, 
you  might  have  difcovered  that,  a  detached  intrigue  lent 
its  fupport  to  your  patriotifm.     You  would  have  refledcd 
that  the  Guadets  of  Athens  were  not  the  friends  of  So- 
crates*,  that  Brutus  and  Cato  were  not  deified  by  the 
3riflbtines  of  Rome :  and  you  would  have  difcovered  that 
you  were  the  hero  of  June  1792,  becaufe  you  were  not 
dedined  to  be  the  hero  of  future  ages.    But  thefe  fervices 
of  your  friends  are  abundintly  compenfated  by  the  advan- 
tages you  have  procured  for  them.     Refledl,  in  the  firft 
place,  that  you  furnifhed  the  moft  precious  article  of  their 
whole  (lock  in  trade,  I  mean  the  reputation  for  integrity 
which  you  brought  from  the  conftituent  aflembly ;  for  in 
the  eyes  of  judicious  obfervers^  that  was  your  real  title  to 
glory.    Your  new  partners  have  increafed  it  by  their  ia- 
duftry,  but  for  their  own  benefit.    It  has  ferved  as  a  veil 
to  their  manoeuvres,  as  an  inftrument  of  their  ambition. 
It  is  your  reputation  that  has  fumiflied  theni  the  means  of 
privately  undermining  tlie' edifice  of  lil>ertv,  and  of  convert- 
ing the  firft  days  of  the  republic  into  days  of  diicord^  diforder» 
and  tyranny.  To  them  you  have  facrificed  yp^rgl^*  Pkafit 
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Heaven  tbat  you  may,  at  lead,  have  prefervcd  your  virtue ! 
Obfenre  how  they  already  dare  to  place  you  in  the  front  as  a 
forlorn  hope,  on  dcfpcratc  occafions ;  how  they  place  you 
in  the  fame  line  as  their  Batbaroux's  and  their  Birot- 
teau's.  Why  is  it  not  in  my  power  to  countcraft  the 
effects  of  their  pernicious  councils  by  auftere  and  ufeful 
truth  ?  They  alone  to  whom  nature  has  imparted  greatnefs 
can  love  equality.  Others  require  (lilts  or  triumphal  cars  ; 
when  once  they  dcfcend  from  them,  they  fecm  to  enter 
the  tomb.  Many  men  appeared  republicans  before  there 
was  a  republic,  and  ceafod  to  be  fo  when  once  it  was  efta- 
bliflied*  They  wiflied  to  degrade  thofc  who  were  above 
them,  but  would  not  defcend  from  the  eminence  to  which 
they  themfelves  were  elevated.  They  only  love  thofe 
revolutions  of  which  they  are  the  heroes;  ii  they  do  not 
govern,  they  think  all  is  anarchy  and  confufion;  if  the 
people  conquer  without  their  aid,  they  are  in  a  (late  of 
revpit ;  they  do  not  even  forgive  the  people  for  reducing 
thfc  importance  of  individuals  by  elevating  its  own  majeftic 
head. 

Such  is  the  melancholy  fecret  of  human  vanity  which 
explains  fo  many  wonderful  mctamorphofes.  Sych  too  is 
tlie  only  clue  which  can  guide  the  public  opinion  in  the 
maze  of  modern  political  events.  As  for  us,  my  dear  Petion,* 
let  us  dived  ourfelves  of  thefe  (hameful  weaknefles,  let 
us  not  be  compared  to  that  tyrant  who  wiihed  to  reduce 
the  fize  of  man  to  a  determinate  ftandard ;  let  us  not  re- 
hire that  fortune  (hould  find  a  full  compenfation  for  our 
merit ;  let  us  be  content  with  the  dediny  which  nature 
has  referved  for  us,  and  let  die  lot  of  the  human  race  be 
accompliihed. 

.  To  conclude,  I  repeat  your  own  phrafe,  let  us  tfccupj 
mtrjtlves  in  the  important  concerns  of  the  re  public  •  But,  above 
all,  let  us  endeavour,  if  poffible,  to  acquire  the  morals  and 
principles  of  true  republicans. 


THE    END. 
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